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Chairman’s Message – April 2022 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Hello everyone. 

Again, I hope this Chairman’s message finds you all well! 

Here is a short story in scepticism… 

Our beloved Secretary, one day during a committee meeting, said there were two events coming up that we 

should attend as a club.  Immediately my shields go up!!!  “What is this?” I ask.  Let me hear him out. 

Well, Mark goes on to expound the “myths” of joys of fun, should we attend these two events.  Easy setup 

he says…  We will go small, in stealth, with the small N gauge layout and the branch line layout.  Couple of 

display items and that is it!  Easy peavey! 

Ha! 

In my mind, I see the 3 committee members doing everything!  I warned Mark that I was genuinely away 



 

 

Page 2 of 50 

 

 

overseas for the first one, and arguably out of the 2nd one.  Mark was unflustered! 

Lo and behold, Mark drops out with his back.  Damn!!!  Then Brian may really be away in Namibia!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

My scepticism had come home to roost.  At a committee meeting before the events, we all discuss options.  

I say cancel, Mark and Brian are still a go.  We discuss options and decide to engage Niel. Kippie phones 

Niel.  Niel, being the ambidextrous person he is, smells a rat.  Can you imagine his reaction when I discuss 

the above, needing him to organise, and the entire committee is out of action… Well, surprisingly he was 

“IN”!!! 

I was sitting in the UK during the first event.  I was just blown away watching all the WhatsApp messages.  

Between Niel and Brian, the planets aligned, and the event went beautifully.  And, I must say, with a 

substantial contribution in hands from our members!!!  I simply could not believe it.  This could not be 

happening. 

I returned from the UK and was planned to go to work in Richards Bay on the weekend of the second event.  

Good old scepticism kicked in and said, Niel will be on his own, I must help.  So, I cancelled my work 

commitment, and joined in. 

Ladies and gents, to cut a long story short, the participation from nearly “EVERYONE” in the club was just 

beyond unimaginable!  I can honestly say my heart just flew into the clouds.  I was beyond joyous!  

If I remember correctly, there were in excess of 10 members at each event and the fun and joy had, was 

unimaginable.  It truly was awe inspiring to see the commitment from club members, and the fun and 

camaraderie had by all.  It 

really was! 

Now, there is talk of more 

shows and events.  And… I 

am in!  I do not think there 

is any other hobby with as 

much fun and enjoyment 

as this and the EMRIG club. 

Looking forward to the 

next one, and seeing you 

at the club and upcoming 

events. 

Thanks folks and keep well. 

Glynn Chamberlain 
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Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Upcoming Layout Visit To Chamdor – POSTPONED… new date to be confirmed 

Sadly, due to the limited positive response (only five people able to make it, and knowing that many more 

wished to attend but couldn’t on that particular date) we have taken the decision to postpone this Layout 

Visit. The new date will be announced in due course…  So please watch out for the revised date. Mean-

while, hopefully to help keep you interested, there’s been a bit of development on the newer parts of the 

layout over the past month, as illustrated below… 

     

The massive steel mill complex – the rest of the structures have arrived! 

   

   Richard’s new mountain / lake / bridge module taking shape nicely 



 

 

Page 4 of 50 

 

 

               

Tri-State Power Station modules nearing completion, with coal stockpile now in place   

Tuesday Evening’s Running At The Club 

With all the other activity happening around end-March / beginning April due to the two expos, and the 

fact that we’d taken the tables and chairs away from the club for the expos, it was also decided to cancel / 

postpone the American Trains running session that was planned for Tuesday 29th March.  Look out for 

further news in this regard.  

Our next scheduled evening running at the club – a night for Swiss & German trains on Tuesday 26th April. 

Toyz4Boyz Feedback 

Toyz4Boyz took place at the Phoebus Apollo Aviation centre on 27th March.  It was a very noisy affair!  

More detail about our adventure there (as well as the one below) will be found in our next edition…. 

Planes, Trains and Automobiles Feedback 

And on Saturday 2nd April, we took part in ANOTHER exhibition!  This one was held at the SAA / Aviation 

Museum, at Rand Airport (where the ex-SAA Jumbos are parked).    

This event was far more suited to a model train display than the Toyz4Boyz event was.  It was more of a 

Swap Meet, but with the added attraction of all the static (no noise!) big planes.  Sadly, the classic cars that 

were also supposed to be on display were missing…  But our display stand seemed much more appreciated! 
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Swap Meets Update 

The scheduled March swap meet at Krugersdorp, due to have been held on Saturday 26th March, was un-

fortunately cancelled by Crossroads Hobbies, the hosts.  The Krugersdorp swap meet is held in a church 

hall, for which Crossroads Hobbies have to pay rent for the day (in addition to hiring the tables), thus in-

creasing the costs for them to host a swap meet quite substantially (we are so lucky to have the free use of 

the Mall concourse!).  Sadly, they reported that there was not enough trader interest by their cut-off date, 

insufficient to cover their costs, and so they had no option but to cancel the event. 

The other swap meets that have not been happening, ever since the Covid-19 pandemic struck in 2020, 

have been the Pretoria Model Train Club (PMTC)-hosted Pretoria swap meets.  Their swap meets have al-

ways been held in a school hall, and Education Department regulations instituted due to Covid have meant 

that they are unable to allow public access to school halls.  And so, sadly once again, there have thus been 

no PMTC swap meets for two years now.  

Our next Swap Meet at Northmead is scheduled for Saturday 28th May, and so there’s a while to wait still… 

And, “traditionally”, winter will have set in just a few days before, and there’ll be an icy wind blowing 

through the Mall…. But hopefully that won’t keep either the traders or the buying public away!!!  

Meanwhile, if you’re having train-buying withdrawal symptoms, there is always Mervyn’s weekly Whatsapp 

sale of second-hand train items, which takes place on a Saturday.  You just need to be added to Mervyn’s 

Whatsapp group.  I can provide his number if you don’t already have it.  And if you do, but aren’t on his 

Group, drop him a message, requesting to be added.  He’s on a bit of a holiday for a few weeks, though, 

(with family out from overseas), so there’s no sales happening for this period, but he’ll add you to the 

group and you’ll be notified when the sales resume. 

And then traders like Hobbies & Models, Model Train Exchange, DreamTrains, Crossroads Hobbies and 

Craig’s Models also have websites, with online sales…   Go look for them!  (Google it!) 

Club Communications Media (our routine monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members / posted on the Whatsapp Chatgroup once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who 

have requested such, are emailed a copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also 

housed in the club library (in a blue file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent or “special” that you need to be notified 

about.  You need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list…  Let Glynn know if you aren’t 

receiving mails this way, have paid or are paying your subs, and believe you should be. 

 

Letters To The Editor 

 

Editor’s Note: I received an email in October 2021, which inter alia suggested that we have a Letters To The 

Editor section in this newsletter…    

Come on, guys and girls!  Let’s hear what you have to say… about the newsletter (what you do and don’t 

find interesting!), about our railroad modelling hobby, about prototypic trains… in fact, anything train-

related!!!  Let’s hear from you!  Send your comments / suggestions / contributions to me by email at 

editor@emrig.co.za.     

This month, for a change, I HAVE received a letter!....    

The Editor, EMRIG News Letter: 

Not many members or readers have taken up the option to send any feedback and letters to the editor for 
the EMRIG newsletter. 

Brian, thank you for the preparation and content, and hard work that goes into preparing a newsletter. 
From experience, this is not a simple task, and requires a lot of time and rework. 

Your outstanding newsletter is greatly appreciated. 

 

Where is the hobby going in South Africa? 

Our modeller base is reducing at quite a pace, and the following recent actions by modellers are examples. 

The current correspondence and discussions on our different WhatsApp groups highlight that we are rapid-
ly declining in numbers and there are not many next generation younger modellers in the fraternity. 

Also some modellers are downscaling or giving up the hobby totally. 

mailto:editor@emrig.co.za
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There are a number of reasons and maybe warning signs, that we are in a rapidly changing situation regard-
ing our modeler base. 

Some observations and points (nothing new or a first time revelation, but we need to think about them): 

1. Modellers retiring and moving from larger houses and properties to smaller homes in complexes. 
2. Health and age factors restrict the ongoing ability to do the modelling. 
3. Emigration of modellers. 
4. Modellers passing on. 
5. Cost of the hobby. 
6. CRIME in the country – which probably is a key factor for all of the above. 

So I am not going to discuss these as we all have people we know that are impacted by one or more of the 
points. 

Just in the recent week, I have seen on the chats, examples of topics that confirm or imply the aforemen-
tioned points. 

John Everitt in KZN and his wife looked at their current lifestyle, where will they and the country be in a few 
more years, and what plans they need to adopt now.  He has started this week dismantling his layout and is 
moving to the Cape in the next few months.  As John notes, the layout is gone, and whatever limited and 
downsized modelling he may do in the future, it will be greatly reduced. 

On my Hobbies Buy and Sell group, I see a post today from one of the members who is selling a huge collec-
tion, which includes 200+ locos, 40 sets of passenger coaches, and much more.  While I do not know the 
reasoning for the sale, it does imply a major downscale of his items. 

My wife and I often talk about “where to for us in the next few years?”  I believe it is a thought and subject 
appropriate for all of us in the fraternity. 

But, it is not all a derailment… 

Those of us still able to continue doing the World’s Greatest Hobby, are encouraged to do so.  No matter at 
what pace, size, quantity etc.  Don’t stop if you are able to continue. 

For us as members of EMRIG, we do have one very important and rewarding addition.  The Club!!. 

We recently voted to raise our annual subs to be able to continue to have a club. 

Members, my request is – use the club.  Be active in the activities wherever possible. 

We do not want to have a scenario where we all look back in a year or two and say: “I should have been 
more active and supported the club.  Now we have no club or place to run trains and enjoy the hobby”. 
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Cost of travel and other factors like nighttime travelling for the theme sessions, are important and play a 
role.  But try get to the club whenever possible and enjoy the facilities. 

It is often easy to look for an excuse not to go, and plan to go next week.  There may not be a next week. 
Think about it….. 

The reward of running trains, chatting about trains with other members, etc. all help with our stress and 
negative issues we face daily. 

With Covid looking to be the last remnants of a US political and money-making scheme, we should now be 
able to do layout visits in a less restricted way. 

I encourage those of us with a layout to offer the club members a chance to visit your layout. 

Members, I request that you support any of these layout visits, as they are rewarding and enjoyable. 

Brian, I am offering my layout for a visit.  We can confirm dates.  I propose June or July 2022 for now.  More 
to follow.  (Thank you, Ralph!  We will most definitely be taking you up on this offer!) 

Thanks. 

Regards 

Ralph 

 

 
Tips, Hints and Savings 

 
 
Editor’s Note:  Ralph Davey came up with this idea, mentioned in his Letter To The Editor in our November 
2021 newsletter.  And just three days into the new month, he had already sent me his first contribution in 
this new series! Thank you, Ralph!!   
 
And now we need the rest of you readers to also submit your Tips, Hints and Savings ideas for inclusion in 
this section in future newsletters, please! Your contributions can be as small as just a paragraph (hopefully 
with a photo or two to illustrate your suggestion, but not essential!), or a page, or a few pages... whatever it 
takes to describe YOUR ideas (or the helpful tips and suggestions that you have come across somewhere – 
although we please need to acknowledge the source if you know where you picked it up).  These 
contributions can be sent to me at editor@emrig.co.za.  
 

mailto:editor@emrig.co.za
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Signals and Lego Parts 
 
One of the great things about our hobby is the opportunity for using items to improve our layouts and to 
cut costs and time. 
 
For me signals add a final touch of realism to a layout.  Be they signal lights or semaphore signals.  The cost 
of signals from suppliers can be a restriction on how many a modeller can afford. 
  
Over the years I collected a number of different makes to be used one day.  When I came to do the 

signalling on my layout, I was still many short after adding those that I had accumulated.  I had to try to 
make my own somehow.  I looked at a few options and was able to see some green light in the distance. 
 

Signals 
 
As I model the Southern Pacific, the signals are easy to make. 
 
Components: 

LEDs for colour aspect, Red, Green and Yellow. 

Resistor 
Washer with 3mm hole 
Lego piece 
Pole using carbon fibre rod, or other suitable material. 

 
I make signals using 3mm LED and add resistors.  The cost is much cheaper than bought signals.  Based on 
the cost comparison, while not as good as bought signals, they are fine for my layout. 

The electronic shops sell LED and resistors. 

It is possible to use multi-colour LED in one housing as well.  I stuck to a simple code. 
Red = Stop 
Green = Continue at track speed. 
Yellow = Prepare to have a red light at the next signal. 
 
I have used LED for my own signals.  
The cost works out to about R30 per signal. 
 
Flashing LED 
 
Flashing LED bulbs are available as well. 

I am looking to try and make Crossing Lights and End of Train devices at some point.  On my To Do list, 
which never gets completed, though… 
 
Lego Parts 
 
Some years ago, I saw that a set of Lego for one Lego model has sufficient parts to be used in many ways on 
a layout. 
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Initially the idea was for housing the LEDs for signals. 
There were parts that can be used as concrete bases or supports for the signals as well. 
 

 
Lego parts used as a base or support 

 
 
The kit I got has served me well over many years.  I think I paid the sum of R99 back in the day.  It was for a 

construction vehicle of sorts.  I also used the loader bucket, tyres, and other shafts and parts for loads, 
building add-ons etc. 
I also used some two-hole pieces to make my own rectangular housing for the signal lights. 
 
 

 
Two-hole Lego part used for alternate-looking signal 

 
 

To make a signal 
1. Washer with 3mm hole, and area to look close as possible to the prototypical size.  Paint according 

to the Line standards.  In the US, for western round face signals, the view facing the oncoming train 
is a black face.  This helps give a clearer light view. 
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The back is a silver face.  Engineers can then assume it is not a facing signal. 

However, I have seen pictures where this varies, with black both sides. 
2. Lego piece cut and shaped to house 3mm LED. 

LED is inserted so as to not protrude too far.  The Lego block piece holds the LED firmly and is 
super-glued onto the back of the washer. 
I also use the extended LED lead to assist with attachment to the rod.  
 
LED lead is used to secure to the rod and to look like the signal make up. 
The picture below shows the Lego piece cut to house the LED and attach it to the washer. 
 

 
3. Carbon fibre rod cut to appropriate length for the position on the layout.  Note: a carbon fibre rod is 

an electrical conductor, so ensure insulation between the LED leads is applied. 
Rod is painted silver and a ladder can be added. 

4. These can also be added to a gantry. 
 

 
Homemade signals on a gantry on my layout 

Tip:  If possible, try not to glue the signal in place. You will knock and break one or two by accident.  If there 
is a bit of flexibility, less damage may be the outcome.  No guarantee though. 
 
Dwarf Signals 
Some of the Lego parts will be used to make some dwarf signals for my refuelling depot tracks. 
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Still to be done at some time…. 
 

Automated Block and Detection 
I never went for the option of automated detection to change the aspect of the signals.  Mine are manually 
controlled at a despatcher station for the section. 
But I am sure the addition of detection components can be applied. 
 

 
An SD45T-2 approaches a (homemade) signal on the SP South. 

 

 
An SP consist at a signal on the SP South 

 



 

 

Page 13 of 50 

 

 

I hope this article on signalling helps light up your life with an alternative to buying signals. 
 

So, always think out of the box.  There are many items and alternative options we can use to add to our 
layouts and hobby. 
 

Regards,  
 
Ralph 
 
 

CHAMA, NEW MEXICO, A PLACE OF MAGIC: 
LEX PARKER’S On3 D&RGW RAILROAD 

Article by John Johnston & Lex Parker, Photos by John Johnston 

 
 
EMRIG Editor’s Note:   I was recently sent an email by Johnny Everitt, a “country member” (he lives in 
Nottingham Road!)  of our Operations Group, model railroader,  and an avid reader of our own newsletter, 
with a copy of the latest edition of “The Canadian”, the very impressive quarterly newsletter of the Canadian 
Association of Railway Modellers (CAoRM).  The newsletter, inter alia, contains an article (with superb 
photographic illustrations) about Lex Parker’s On3 D&RGW layout, which is about to be dismantled.  Here, 
by way of a foreword, are Johnny’s emailed comments… 
 
Greetings All, 
 
I have been fortunate to visit this EXCEPTIONAL Museum-quality On3 Layout on two separate occasions.  
The high degree of detail is something else, validating Lex Parker’s (like my friend Keith Stamper – an Ex-
Rhodesian!) Master Model Railroader # 300 accolade. 
 
Given the age of the layout, there were several attempts to convert the layout to full DCC compatibility 
away from the original, somewhat dated PFM Sound System (A “pioneer” system in those early days).  This 
system was more of a “Running Trains-type” control.  Regretfully, Lex’s failing health ultimately brought this 
project to an end.  However, since my last visit in 2017, and no doubt with the assistance from the very 
active, regional  NG MR-ing  crew, I read that a  NCE / DCC System  has been installed. 
 
I am led to believe that the layout has been purchased by an Aussie *!+ and it will be dismantled and shipped 
“Down Under” by month-end March / April.  As the layout is situated in a basement with only a single-
stairway access, and with winter still raging in Canada, this will surely be a MAJOR undertaking! 
 
If this is indeed the case, the DRGWRR will thankfully not be lost to the MR-world ! 
 
Thanks + Regards  /  Johnny Everitt 
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Chama, New Mexico: A Place of Magic 
 

Introduction by John Johnston 
 
I recently learned that longtime friend and fellow Founding Member of CARM (that’s Canadian Association 
of Railway Modellers), Lex Parker was going to tear down his layout and sell his home.   Like many of us, Lex 
is getting older and felt it was time to downsize.  I had unfortunately missed out on an open house he had 
held on a previous weekend, but I quickly gave him a call, and he welcomed both myself and my fellow 
model railroader Justin to come over to the house for an afternoon, so that I could document what is truly 
one of the great model railroads that I have seen.  
 
Much of what you see in these photographs will be available for sale, and as you might guess, some of it has 
already been spoken for.  These are museum-quality models and will be priced appropriately, but if you are 
interested, drop me (that’s John Johnston!) a line and I will let Lex know and he can contact you.  
  
Lex models the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad in On3 (O scale, narrow gauge).  This current layout 
has been under construction since the late 90’s and has been featured in model railroad magazines such as 
MR, RMC, the Narrow Gauge & Shortline Gazette, and the March 2005 issue of “The Canadian”.  The track is 
hand-laid, the structures and rolling stock are almost entirely scratch-built, and the walls are covered in 
hand-painted murals representing Colorado and New Mexico.  The layout is set in the late Fall and as you 
will see, a winter scene was added in a separate diorama sitting on one end of the layout.  
 
Rather than re-invent the wheel, I have chosen to let Lex describe his layout in his own words, by reprinting 
his 2005 article from the Canadian, with some NOTES where I know the information is no longer accurate.  
The photos were taken by me during my January 2022 visit, and show the layout as it exists today.  
 
John Johnston (John Johnston is a Director of CAoRM, and the Editor of their CAoRM quarterly Newsletter 
“The Canadian”) 
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REPRINTED FROM THE MARCH/APRIL 2005 ISSUE OF “THE CANADIAN” 

A Place of Magic 
By Lex Parker MMR CRC 

 
Chama is a quaint New Mexican town bordering on the state of Colorado.  It was the major action facility 
between Alamosa and Durango, and functioned as the nerve centre over the years between the 2nd and 
3rd districts, changing crews, adding helpers and feeding passengers.  Crews were housed there, engines 
were re-paired and maintained, and the yards were a switching source for local shippers.  The station was 
one of the largest, servicing passengers and housing freight.  The facilities included a nine-stall roundhouse 
complete with a 65ft. arm-strong turntable, repair shops, double spout water tank, coaling tower and an oil 
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dock.  There were elaborate sheep facilities, with a sheep dip barn at one end and stock pens at the other.  
Two warehouses, a weighing scale and lumber mill rounded out the industries.  Terrace Ave., with its shops, 
restaurants and hotels, overlooks the yards from above an embankment.  Today it is a living museum, a 
blend of old time railroad action, captured in a beautiful mountainous pine and aspen setting.  It is this time 
and place I have attempted to reflect, a moment from a seemingly simpler era.  
 

 
 
 
PHOTO ABOVE RIGHT: Lex looks out over the scratch-built stock pens in Chama yard. They illustrate the size 
of O Scale in comparison to Lex.  
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For years I have been fascinated with this town encapsulated in the past, and have visited it on many 
occasions.  So I decided to capture a moment from that time… October 17, 1937 at 4:00 pm!  That was 
before the flying herald, when the country was just coming out of the depression.  This allowed me to 
construct models with signs of deterioration and a wide variety of weathering.  The railroad equipment also 
reflects this period of financial difficulties, but with a sense of pride shining through the maintenance of the 
railroad.  In my previous layout, I attempted to model Chama, but was limited to an area of about eight feet 
of benchwork. The yards now stretch across thirty-seven feet, and truly capture the scale of the prototype.  
 
It’s been six years (EDITORS NOTE: it is now 22 years) since I started the rebuilding of this latest version of 
the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad layout and Chama.  The previous layout was completed after 
thirteen years of construction.  For me, the building of the layout was the real journey, as I am not 
particularly an operator.  But with becoming an empty nester, I had the opportunity to re-plan a new layout, 
using more of my basement area.  I left a small portion of it for my work area.  After many years of 
modelling “point-to-point” layouts, I decided to revert back to a loop track plan.  Chama would still be the 
focus, since I have always enjoyed the style of the narrow gauge railroads, particularly of the Denver & Rio 
Grande Western Railroad. Its simple single track gently meandering through pastures, forests and 
mountainsides was captivating.  It was with this in mind that I laid out a single line, using spline connecting 
the two ends of the yard in Chama.  My intention was to create a layout from an historical approach, as 
opposed to one of fantasy.  
 

 
PHOTO ABOVE: Overview of the roundhouse area with the scratch-built coaling tower in the distance. 
Beyond the yard we can see the businesses along Terrace Avenue in the town of Chama.  At the beginning of 
the yard throat we can see the scratch-built Wool Warehouse B  
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PHOTO BELOW: A myriad of different power sits outside the roundhouse.  The engine in the fore-ground, K-
27 #461, a 2-8-2 Mikado, is being turned on a scratch-built turntable powered by a NYRC drive.  
 

 
 
I built the yards on a flatbed of plywood sections connected to spline sub roadbed at both ends.  This was 
supported on floating structural trays attached to standard “L” girder construction.  The trays never 
exceeded eight feet in length, and are all removable.  This was a lesson I learned the hard way when trying 
to carry the previous layout out of my basement.  This method allows for the re-connection of any or all the 
layout sections, should it be relocated at a future time.  I kept a few of the structures that were scratch-
built, as well as all my rolling stock and locomotives.  I located the yard in the centre of the room, providing 
access from both sides and allowing a wide table surface of five feet on which to build the yard and town.  
The remainder of the layout follows the perimeter walls, and is suspended on the walls, leaving a clear open 
and uncluttered floor area.  A grade of 4% brings you down to Osier while a 4% grade takes you up to the 
mine.  This was a typical grade for the railroad.  
 
I have been fairly faithful to the track plan of the original yards, and have established two other stops along 
the route, Osier and Dallas.  While these are not prototypically located, they do reflect the two diversities of 
the railroad.  I have modelled Osier, as it existed with its few structures that lay in pasture fields, while 
Dallas is an area of mountains with a gold mine and stamp mill.  The track enters this area, following just 
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above a river that disappears in a valley shrouded in fog and distant thunderstorms, an image that depicts 
the route to Silverton.  I painted all the backgrounds to create depth, including the one wall behind Chama 
that has no layout along it. This allows “the island” of Chama to have a backdrop when viewed from both 
sides, adding even more depth. 
  
All track is hand-laid, scenery is hard-shell with rock molds, structures are generally scratch-built, PFM 
sound powers the locomotives, and numerous other sounds fill the area using Miller Models sound 
modules.  (EDITOR’S NOTE: The locomotives are now powered by Tsunami sound decoders, and the layout 
is wired for NCE DCC cabs)  The room is illuminated with fluorescent fixtures for general light distribution, 
and key areas are accentuated with low voltage halogen lighting that creates highlights and shadows, 
defining structures and bringing one’s attention to areas of interest.  View many more scenes including my 
previous layout on my Web site at www.drgwrr.com.   
   

      
 
PHOTO ABOVE LEFT: #278 in Stall #1 is a C-16 2-8-0 Consolidation. The Roundhouse is a Yorke kit modified 
with a full interior. We can see the roundhouse crew discussing the day’s activities.  
 
PHOTO ABOVE RIGHT: The GRAMPS tank cars in the yard are from Grandtline.  The coaling tower and 
sandhouse were scratch-built by Lex.  The drystone wall was built using individual stones.  You can see parts 
of the business frontage along Terrace Avenue running the length of the yard.  
 
PHOTOS BELOW: As we look down the gravel road past the Lakeside Grocery (front and back) we see K-36 
#480 a 2-8-2 Mikado drifting through the yard.  Lakeside Grocers is a Chooch Market Kit.  
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PHOTO ABOVE LEFT: On the edge of the yard we see a group of hobos staying warm around a burning fire.  
Behind them are two scratch-built reefers sitting on the scratch-built scales.  
 
PHOTO ABOVE RIGHT: As we look through the trees into the yard we can see #375, a class C-25 2-8-0 
Consolidation cleaning out its grates over the ashpit.  
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PHOTO ABOVE LEFT: K-27 #473 a 2-8-2 Mikado drifts into Osier station at the head-end of the evening 
passenger train.  On the right we can see herders on horseback herding their sheep.  
 
PHOTO ABOVE RIGHT: A scratch-built Howe Through Truss bridge crossing Cascade Falls.  
 

    
 
PHOTO ABOVE LEFT: The scratch-built water tank at Osier.  Note the cattle/sheep guards along the track.  
 
PHOTO ABOVE RIGHT: A Class C-19 2-8-0 Consolidation on a passenger train passes the scratch-built sheep 
pens at Osier.  Passenger cars were scratch-built using Crossing Gate parts.  
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PHOTO ABOVE LEFT: A scratch-built gold mine under construction.  The loaded rock gondolas in front of the 
mine are also scratch-built.  
 
PHOTO ABOVE RIGHT: Class C-16 2-8-0 Consolidation #278 leads a train over the scratch-built Cimarron pin-
connected bridge. The track going into the tunnel leads to the isolated Toltec Trestle scene.  
  

   
 
PHOTOS ABOVE RIGHT AND LEFT: A scratch-built stamp mill. The interior machines are from Western Scale 
Models.  
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PHOTOS ABOVE: The Toltec Trestle scene is separate from the rest of the layout and faces the lounge and 
workshop. It represents the first snow fall of the season. The tunnel to the right leads back to Chama. 
 

 
 
PHOTO ABOVE: At the entrance to Chama, we see the scratch-built Chama Station.  Passengers are waiting 
on the platform for the late afternoon train to arrive.  Workers can be seen giving the station a new coat of 
paint. 
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The GFR : A Durban North-Based North American HO Layout   
For Sale 

By *A Truly Devastated!+ Johnny Everitt 

Editor’s Note : Johnny Everitt, currently (but now not for much longer…) resident in Nottingham Road (KZN 
Midlands), although not an EMRIG member, is a good friend of the Club, having twice invited us to come 
and run trains on his Nottingham + Spring Grove RR  Layout there (it is a standing invitation), attending our 
Operations Sessions whenever he can, and is an avid reader and periodic contributor to our newsletter.  
Johnny now finds himself in the sad situation of having to dismantle and sell his Durban North (where he 
used to live) GFR Layout, something that all with home-layouts will unfortunately have to face at some 
stage.  He asked if we would allow him space to “promote” the sale of his GFR layout in our Newsletter, and I 
readily (albeit sadly) agreed.  What a superb, quality layout it is, as you will see when you get to look at the 
pics below…!!  

Howzit All, 

As we have discussed before, and now being in a similar situation to that of Lex Parker’s DRGW RR (see the 
earlier article provided by Johnny about Chama: Place of Magic), my own GFR in Durban North (having 
taken 8 - 9 years to complete), will have to be dismantled during the course of 2022 as my son Travis and 
family (currently living in my Town-House in Durban North) will soon be emigrating, with the T-House then 
being put up for sale. 

The “Home-Stretch” in respect of emigration procedures has now been reached, the critical factor being 
that on receipt of the necessary Visas, the family then has but 3 months in which to emigrate, otherwise the 
Visas lapse.  At this stage, Q2 - Q3 / 2022 seems to be the time frame… 

I have included some selected photos of the Layout, noting that the GFR is fully OpS-functional, using a 
DIGITRAX DCC System *1 x Black-Box and 2 x Boosters+, with ALL turnouts electrically operated (Mainline : 
DCC System / Local : Capacitor Discharge Units). 

The evolution of the construction of the GFR (9.5m x 5.5 m / 2.5x car T-House garage) was that of 4 Phases, 
the GFR being located in an initial, separately-constructed internal room and then three external additions: 

Phase 1    :    Internal Room [6.1m x 3.8 m] using PECO Code # 83 Track [North American Profile]; 

                  :    Grafton and Farner and “The Slide” / Rockies.         

Phase 2    :    External – Doughnut-type (one side open) [3.4m x 5.5 m] using PECO Code # 100; 

                  :    Stafford.       

Phase 3    :    External – Shelf-type [5.25m x 0.6 m] using Code # 100; 
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                  :    West Atwood and Andover. 

Phase 4    :    External – L-shaped shelf-type [0.85m x 3.75 m] (joins to Phase 3) using Code # 100; 

                  :    Rossiter. 

 *****+    :     Measurements are subject to final confirmation!  I wrote them down when last in Durban,                                                                   
but as a los-kop Pensioner, I cannot find that piece of paper here in Notties ! 

As my T-House is but 1.5 kms from the sea, I chose to use Code # 100 on the external part of the layout, for 
comparative robustness and ease of maintenance. 

At this point, I have to say that the GFR is a legacy of the late Alick Horne (a conceptual-artist and detailer of 
exceptional / unequaled talent) and Laurence Robinson, a self-taught, quality, custom model-builder (see 
below / 076-358 8297).  Given the size of the layout – without their committed / valued contribution and 
expertise, the GFR would simply not have reached completion. 

It must be said that the GFR was specifically designed for OpS, to be shared with fellow Train-Ous.  Track-
work was laid with realistic switching (shunting : Oh the HORROR !) in mind. 

In playing an up-front, honest card-hand – as a complete entity, the GFR was valued by an independent 
Appraiser *Hobbies and Collections+ for insurance purposes some 5 years ago.  Needless to say, the value 
has increased since 2017, but I am looking to an approx.  45 % as the sale-valuation as based on the 
Appraiser’s figure *PRICE ON REQUEST+.  As Model-Railroaders, we ALL know that it is not just a matter of 
cost-loss, but the hundreds of man-hours spent constructing the Layout that required copious incidences of 
“vloeking” to have it all come together, both now having to be consigned to history!  In the interest of 
preserving the GFR, I certainly hope to be proved wrong – But, realistically, a single, “One-Hit” willing buyer 
may well be difficult to find, with the layout more than likely having to be broken down piece-meal ….. 
Comprising separately of Bench-Work and Track and Electricals and Scenery, and then Structures.  Locos and 
Rolling-Stock are NOT included. 

As a proficient and highly knowledgeable carpenter, fellow MR-er Laurence Robinson has had several years 
of direct contribution and experience by way of invaluable, latter-day GFR construction assistance.  He has 
kindly committed himself under a Buyer-Contract, to supervise the dismantling of the GFR to be ready for 
transport, having already achieved the successful moving of Chris de Wit’s layout to Craig Buck’s house 
(PMB to Durban North). 

As I have NEVER had to do this before (dismantle and sell a completed layout ), any guidance from an 
informed source would be much appreciated. 

Herewith some included photos of the individual Stations and selected scenes, being to illustrate the 
standard / quality of the GFR, with more photos available if so required (Contact : Brian Dawson or The 
Writer). 

Much Thanks + Regards  /  Johnny * 083 – 775 7291 + 
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PS : For Those Who Are Also  “Ballies” From The 60’s + 70’s When Rock-Music Was  “Proper-Like”, 

       You Will Surely Remember   + GRAND FUNK RAILROAD +  ….  The GFR (Hence *Farner*) !  

 

             Farner Station and Industrial          Grafton Loco and Service Depot 
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                                               Farner (On Left) and Grafton (On Right) 

   

                   Grafton Station and Town                 Grafton Loco and Service Area 
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                Grafton : East Approach       Grafton : Freight-House 

   

              Stafford Loco Service Depot                  Stafford Station *Phase 2+ 
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            Stafford Loco Service Depot           Stafford Industrial (West) 

   

               Stafford Industrial (West )     Stafford Town 
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                         Rossiter (Phase 4)             Rossiter Industrial 

  

  West Atwood (left) and Andover (right)  (Phase 3)          West Atwood : Midwood Manufacturing 

        (with Managing Supervisor * Gunnar *!) 

  

              West Atwood : Stirling Salt    Andover : CF Industries 
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      Code # 83 : Ballasted Turnout and Track     Compulsory Water-Stop : “The Slide” 

  

   Single Mainline In The Rockies: “The Slide”  Code # 83 : Track-Work and Ballast 
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Early-days of GFR Construction (“The Slide” and Farner) 

  

   Bench-Work and Track-Work : Rockies Section      Single Mainline and Rockies Scenery 
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Start of the FSM Emporium Seafood Co. 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

 
The FSM Emporium Seafood Co. kit is a kit that I have wanted for many years, and I now have it to build and 
add to my layout. 

 
 
I have to modify it (kit-bash) to fit the area at Pelican Bay.  It will have to be flipped horizontally, built as a 
mirror image of the original, to be able to install it the way I need it to be, because my track comes onto the 
wharf from the opposite side from what is in the kit. 
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As with all my buildings, I make a cardboard mock-up of the kit, to be able to visualise how it should look – 
being a foreground model, it has to be just right.  From this mock-up I was able to cut the layout baseboard 
to suit the wharf. 

 
 
I temporarily assembled the original parts to be able to visualise the building.  Unfortunately I was not able 
to use the front and back pieces, as the scribed siding would now be on the inside, therefore I’ll have to cut 
new pieces from my wood stock in order for them to be correct. 
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The area for the wharf has now been cut out, and the cardboard wharf is in the correct position.   



 

 

Page 36 of 50 

 

 

Now to build the wharf… 

 
 
The template is used to lay out the main beams under the deck. 
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The next couple of photographs show the process of the board-by-board construction of the deck… 

 
 

 
 
The nail holes were added using a ‘ponce wheel’ against a metal ruler. 
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The above shows the test-fit of the pilings to ensure the correct height. 

 
 
Another angle photo taken of the wharf. 
 
Unfortunately this is as far as I have progressed on this build to date.  Now to start on the main and side 
buildings. 
 
I will keep you all posted in future articles on the build. 
Have fun and keep modelling. 
 
Brian (the HOn3 guy in Knysna) 
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 How It All Began For Me… 

By ……………………. 

 

Those who have told us their stories so far are: John B (May 2021), Jimmy M (June 2021), Colin A (July 2021), 

Kobus P (Aug 2021), Mia vB (Sept 2021), Kevin C (Oct 2021), Ralph D (Nov 2021), Rene’ B (Dec 2021), and 

Brian D (Feb 2022).  

Editor’s Note: When I pointed out to Rene’ that his article was all really fascinating stuff, but that it didn’t 

tell us anything about how HE (Mr Rene’ Bosch from @Trainz!) got involved with model trains, he said he’ll 

do that next (sometime!), and then he rushed off somewhere to attend some or other big hobby fair, and 

then a wedding!!...     And he’s been rather busy ever since... But he still needs to write that story for 

us!!....  Meanwhile ……. 

 

 

Running Trainz Virtually – Staying on sabbatical…  

By Brian Dawson 

I have another article ready for inclusion, but given the length of this newsletter already, I’m going to hold it 

back for another month… until needed to “pad” a newsletter! 

 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By Kobus Pelser again this month!...         

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 
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 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 
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 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 2020 November Jean Dulez 

 2020 December No contribution (no one was nominated..…) 

 2021 January  No contribution – Theuns dropped the ball!, and so I challenged Glynn… 

 2021 February  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2021 March  Shane Brinkley 

 2021 April  Mark asked for a month’s grace, and then another couple….  

 2021 August  Mark Peddle (who then challenged Craig…) 

 2021 September … waiting.. 

 2021 October  Craig Beretta 

 2021 December Eugene Saayman 

 2022 January  Jean Dulez (who kindly volunteered and submitted an article) 

 2022 February  Niel Wilson 

So Niel twisted Kobus’ arm.  After much bargaining Kobus agreed to submit an article, but said that Niel 

would have to pay a price.  The price Niel had to pay was…….. to stand in for Kobus and Gustaf in assisting 

with the setting up of the February swap meet tables, which Kobus was unable to do due to work 

commitments.  Niel fulfilled his part of the bargain, and Kobus – obligingly – (with some assistance from 

Wikipedia) has since prepared the following article for us…….. 
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A South African locomotive history 

By Kobus Pelser 

 

 

NEARLY 100 years ago, an old steam locomotive – it was old even then – was railed to Cape Town Station 
and put on display.  It was the first steam locomotive to operate in South Africa, and was here before there 
was even a railway line.  For many years, generations of Cape Town kids climbed over the old train engine 
where it was on display in the mainline concourse of the station. 
 

 

In South Africa, and as elsewhere in the world, the railways played a huge part in development and growth 

on nearly all terrains in the country.  Conversely, events in South Africa and its neighbours over the years 
had a huge influence on the development of railways. 

When the articles on the locomotives of South Africa are read sequentially in the order of their years of 
entering railway service, much of the history of the country becomes apparent between the lines.  At the 
same time, the development of steam locomotives can be followed from the basic 0-4-0 to the mighty 4-8-
4 wheel arrangements and articulated steam locomotives from the Fairlies and the Kitson-Meyer to 
the Mallets and ultimately to the Garratts. 

The Cape Town Railway & Dock had the first small Standard Gauge, 4’8 1/2” 0-4-0 side tank loco called 
Blackie, delivered in 1859, she was later converted to an 0-4-2T loco and was a South African steam 
locomotive from the pre-Union era in the Cape of Good Hope and the first locomotive in South Africa. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_locomotive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/0-4-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4-8-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4-8-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairlie_locomotive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mallet_locomotive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garratt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_of_South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Colony
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locomotive is a 0-4-2 wheel type.  It illustrates the development of the railway locomotive where the 
cylinders were placed under the smokebox, the pistons being horizontally connected to a cranked driving 
axle.  Stephenson's "link motion", by which the valves allowing steam into and out of the cylinders were 
operated, worked by rods connected to eccentrics on the cranked driving axle, and fitted in neatly with this 
arrangement.  A problem of this design was lack of room between the axles.  This enforces the conversion. 

It was a windy spring morning on September 8, 1859, when the parts for South Africa's first locomotive 

Blackie were brought ashore in lighters from the brig Charles docked in Table Bay.  The small steam engine, 

built by Hawthorns & Co. Leith Engine Works at their Leith works in Scotland, had been imported by Edward 

Pickering, the British contractor selected to build a railway from Cape Town to Wellington, a country town 

72 km away.  The construction was known by numerous problems, not the least of which was the 

construction engineer himself.  Though there was ample local labour, it was untrained and otherwise 

unsuitable.  People who had built Britain's canals and railways had to be brought over from England.  But 

the greatest problem was Pickering's basic incompetence, which led to the builders taking nearly two years 

to lay the first 3 km of track.  The Cape Town Railway and Dock Company, who owned the line and were 

understandably unhappy about such snail-like progress, endeavoured to sack Pickering as the contractor.  In 

October 1861, matters came to a head. The resulting "Railway Disturbances" were vividly described in the 

Cape Argus: "A general fight was then commenced.  The men flew at each other like infuriated tigers.” 

The disgruntled contractor employees ran one of the new locomotives, No. 4 Wellington, into a culvert, 

with the result that it had to be sent to the newly established workshops at Salt River to have some serious 

damage repaired.  

 

 
 

No. 4 Wellington, derailed during labour unrest 

Since the locomotives were very free steaming, they ran well and speeds of 48 kilometres per hour were 

common. On one occasion, a train, with the unpopular Cape Governor Sir Philip Wodehouse on board, 

reached 97 kilometres per hour on the section between Durban Road (now Bellville) and Salt River.  

The line from Cape Town to Wellington took nearly five years to complete.  The line to Eersterivier was 

officially opened on 13 February 1862.  Stellenbosch was reached on 1 May 1862, and the railhead at 



 

 

Page 44 of 50 

 

 

Wellington on 4 November 1863.  Work was completed about a year later.  From Wellington, the only 

option for travellers who wished to go further inland was by road across the Bain’s Kloof Pass, which had 

been completed in 1853.   

In 1872, these locomotives came onto the roster of the Cape Government Railways, which took over the 

operation of all railways in the Cape of Good Hope.  They remained in service on the Wellington line while it 

was the standard (British) gauge of 1.434 metres (4 feet 8.5in) that was used, but when the Cape 

Government took over the Railways in 1873, it decided to adopt a gauge of 1.066m for all lines, and to alter 

existing lines accordingly.  To avoid immediate loss of all rolling stock, an intermediate rail was placed 

between the existing ones.  When the conversion to the narrower gauge was completed in 1881, the period 

of service of Blackie and of its driver came to an end. 

"Blackie" was NOT the first locomotive to head a public train in South Africa.  In 1860, the "NATAL" 

locomotive arrived after "Blackie", in Durban, and the "NATAL" was the first steam locomotive in South 

Africa to haul a public train, although on a very short line of two miles, between Point Station and Durban 

Station.  The first Cape Gauge 3’6” steam locomotives used in South Africa were two Manning Wardle 0-4-

0T saddle tank units.  One was called Pioneer and the other Little Bess. 

 

A photo of Little Bess. 

William Dabbs, who arrived with “Blackie”, put it in operation himself and apparently drove it as long as it 

was in use by the Cape Town Railway and Dock Company.  Dabbs rebuilt the locomotive in a shed on a cor-

ner of the Grand Parade.  As the railway line was laid, Blackie pulled wagons containing contractors’ equip-

ment.  It never carried passengers.  The railway line was built in stages from Cape Town to Bellville, which 

was called Durban Road in those days. After Durban Road came Eerste River, and after that was Stellen-

bosch to Wellington.  By 1861 another eight locomotives were obtained and these were used for hauling 

passenger carriages. 
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William Dabbs 

People wanting to travel north from Wellington had to use ox wagons, and the old name for Wellington was 

"Wagenmakersvallei", which means ‘Wagon Builders Valley’.  In 1874, after the railway line was completed, 

Blackie was taken apart again and shipped to Port Alfred in the Eastern Cape, where it was used to help 

build the Port Alfred harbour.  But 10 years later it was taken out of service.  Some people thought it was 

sad that the oldest locomotive in South Africa was being allowed to rust away, so Blackie was painted and 

fixed up and sent to Grahamstown on exhibition.  After that it was decided it should go on show in Cape 

Town.  In 1913, the old locomotive was railed to Cape Town on a flatbed wagon, and put on a permanent 

display at the station.  It was declared a National Monument in 1936. 

 

Blackie photographed in 1951 with some School Boys 
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When the new station was built in 1960 – the old one was next door – Blackie was moved there to the new 

station, and that’s where it stayed for many years.  But with the work in process on the station in 2008, it 

was put on a big truck and taken to a warehouse near Somerset West, for safe storage. 

      
The plan was to build a transport museum at the station, with Blackie as part of the display, but money was 

a problem.  The transport museum was something that they really wanted to do and are still hoping to exe-

cute, but at the moment there are insufficient funds to do so. 

 

Cape Town station’s tour guide said Blackie was missed.  “Kids love big bulky objects” when they visit 

museums, and with Blackie being away it deprives children of seeing an important part of South Africa’s rail-

way history.  But the good news is that in 2019, Blackie, No. 162, originally built by Hawthorn and Leith En-

gine Works in Scotland in 1859, has been moved out of storage and back to the station. 

 

 
 

Blackie was moved back to Cape Town Station April 2019 

 

There are still a few steam locomotives around the country.  One of those that do still run is used for 

tourism and luxury holidays. 
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Blackie back where she belongs 

If you are looking for something different to do with the family, friends or even on your own when in the 

Cape, why not take a step back into a bygone era by taking a trip with Ceres Rail Company. 

Ceres Rail Company provides a unique and one-of-a-kind experience on a refurbished vintage steam 

locomotive as it travels back into history. Although situated in a beautiful country, it really comes alive when 

sitting in this steam powered train as you overlook the ever-changing scenery. 

Trains have a certain fascination – no wonder they’re often the setting for romantic rendezvous, murder 

mysteries and elaborate heists.  Perhaps it’s the unstoppable forward momentum, the intimacy of the 

enclosed space, or the sense of adventure and anticipation. 

www.ceresrail.co.za 

www.atlanticrail.co.za. 

All their steam trains leave from Cape Town Station, just like the Olden Days!! 

 

 

   

 

 

http://www.ceresrail.co.za/
http://www.atlanticrail.co.za/
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 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

Mark has drawn up and distributed the 2022 Duty Roster.   There are some changes to the Key Holders 

(from last year), and Tuesday evening running sessions are included.   The new roster was circulated to 

members by email.  

Here is the Key Duty Roster for the next few months of the year…  

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 2-04 Brian D 1 Wed 6-04 Clive S 

2 Sat 9-04 Theuns W 2 Wed 13-04 Colin A 

3 Sat 16-04 Mark P 3 Wed 20-04 Jean D  

4 Sat 23-04 John B 4 Wed 27-04 Brian D 

5 Sat 30-04 Glynn C 1 Wed 4-05 Clive S 

1 Sat 7-05 Kobus P 2 Wed 11-05 Colin A 

2 Sat 14-05 Colin A 3 Wed 18-05 Jean D  

3 Sat 21-05 Ash P 4 Wed 25-05 Brian D 

4 Sat 28-05 Brian D 1 Wed 1-06 Clive S 

1 Sat 4-06 Theuns W 2 Wed 8-06 Colin A 

2 Sat 11-06 Mark P 3 Wed 15-06 Jean D  

3 Sat 18-06 John B 4 Wed 22-06 Brian D 

4 Sat 25-06 Glynn C 5 Wed 29-06 Jan K 

1 Sat 2-07 Kobus P 1 Wed 6-07 Clive S 

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (please don’t turn off 

the one closest to the window *left-hand switch powering the IR+, as the right-hand switch powers the 

Security Gate lock!!!).  



 

 

Page 49 of 50 

 

 

Mark is responsible for the roster – for any changes that need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just 

swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, and let Mark know what you have arranged.  

Xxxx * above = known changes to the roster  

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 2nd April  Planes, Trains & Automobiles, SAA Museum, Rand Airport  

 Saturday 9th April  EMRIG Layout visit to Chamdor (West Rand Fremo Group) 

 Tuesday 26th April  Evening running at the club – Swiss / German trains 

 Monday 2nd May  Pro Patria Militere Fees, Pretoria (EMRIG exhibiting?? - TBC) 

 Saturday 28th May  EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 Tuesday 31st May  Evening running at the club – SAR trains 

 ??? ????    The Great Model Train Expo  CURRENTLY POSTPONED INDEFINITELY 

 

2022 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Mia van Breda       urspecial@hotmail.co.za 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za
mailto:urspecial@hotmail.co.za
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:brian.dawson@iafrica.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za
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Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2022 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
THE FEES FOR 2022 HAVE REGRETTABLY HAD TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASED. 
THE FEES ARE NOW R1,200.00 FOR SINGLE MEMBER, AND R1,800.00 FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP.   

YOU CAN EITHER PAY ONCE OFF, QUARTERLY (PAYABLE IN FEB, MAY, AUG & NOV), 
OR MONTHLY IF YOU PREFER, PAYABLE BY 5th OF THE MONTH. 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   


