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Chairman’s Message – November 2021 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello everyone. 

Eight weeks till Christmas… With the current postal system and the like, I hope you have all gotten your 

Christmas orders in!  They may just get here in time… (?????) 

I must say thanks to various members, in particular John Burkhardt and Jimmy Mattushek (and others) for 

going through all the odds and sods from the late Colin Tanner-Tremaine’s layout and train room.  The pc 

board here and the component there...  Quite honestly, we were dreading having to go through it all and 

decide what to do with what.  Arguably the most valuable items to come out of the exercise as far as the 

club is concerned are the files with copious documentation in them.  Colin certainly was very organised in 

that respect.  Thanks to all who assisted. 

I must say, it has made me think about my layout if I should pass away!!!... 

Unfortunately, again, not much more to say.  Work has been keeping me haywire but there are changes in 

the pipeline.  So, I have not even visited the club of late, the last time being the swap meet.   

I have however been thinking over the past few months if we should not start something like what the guys 

are doing in the USA and UK… having a Zoom or similar get together, with someone presenting something 
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for 15, 30 or more minutes and then a question and answer session afterwards.  Almost like an online clinic.  

Question is, do we have enough people interested in presenting something?  It can be anything from 

scenery to locomotive tune-ups, best books to read, and so on and so forth.  One condition… there will be 

absolutely no business talk; we can save that for the once-a-year AGM.  

Possibly send one of the committee members your thoughts, whether for or against. 

On one last note, the last Swap Meeting for the year is coming up on the 4th December.  At the last swap 

meet, the turnout re assistance was rather dismal, especially at pack up time.  Quite literally there were 

three people that ended up putting all the tables away, two loading and unloading the trolley, and one 

pushing the trolley.  Please guys, your help in any way possible is truly appreciated and desperately needed.  

Please can I beg of you all to make a turn and assist in any way possible? 

Thanks folks and keep well. 

Glynn Chamberlain. 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

We Still Need To Be Looking For New Premises! 

Yip!  Nothing much has changed at the Mall, and we are eventually going to be running out of money…   

although for the past couple of months we’ve been living on the “credit” from acknowledged overcharges 

in previous months.  But our “credit” will soon be used up…  So we need to be actively searching for suita-

ble (and affordable!) alternative premises, guys.  Remember, we’re talking “somewhere east”, east of the 

N3 highway… 

Tuesday Evening’s Running At The Club 

Our October American evening running session at the club also happened (that’s as well as last month’s 

Continental evening)!  So that’s now two months in a row that it’s worked out!!... 

There were, however, just four of us (JohnB, Jimmy, Mark and myself) there running trains (and then Rene’ 

Bosch came and popped in towards the end, as his side of town was experiencing Load shedding *luckily we 

didn’t!+, and he didn’t feel like just sitting at home in the dark!).  So he came round for a chat (and “to see 

what American trains look like”, he said!). 

JohnB ran a really beautiful 4-8-4 Santa Fe “Northern” steam loco #3751 (which is actually a “preserved” 

loco) with a long matching Santa Fe passenger train of olive green clerestory coaches.  The #3751 loco was 

built in 1927, and served primarily in passenger duties until she retired in 1957.  The locomotive was then 

placed on display in San Bernardino (California) until it was restored to operating condition in 1991. It is 

currently located in Los Angeles, and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It holds the 

distinction of being the oldest surviving 4-8-4 type steam locomotive in the world.  It is currently owned and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
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operated by the San Bernardino Railroad Historical Society, which uses the locomotive to haul occasional 

mainline excursion trains.  (Source = Wikipedia)  As was to be expected, the sound of the old steamer was 

absolutely brilliant, in addition to how magnificent it looked.   

  

The rest of us just ran common old diesels… 

   

Jimmy ran his Louisville & Nashville Alco 

diesel loco, with some of his own freight cars 

supplemented with some of the club’s 

American cars.  When Mark arrived, he’d 

brought two locos – a rather unusual 

Canadian Pacific “Train Master” FM H24-66 

#8905 (yes, we did say “American”, not just 

“United States of…” ) – which, it turns out, 

is ALSO a preserved loco! – as well as his 

Union Pacific GP 38.  He hooked these up, in 

turn (starting off with the CP), to the remaining club American railcars (the FMC hoppers), and ran with 

those.  I initially ran my BN double-header (the GP50 / GP40-2 consist), with quite a long rake of mixed 

freight cars (box cars, tankers and stock wagons).  And when Mark changed to running his UP loco, I then 

added my UP GP38-3 to the layout, and ran a second train, and even got to do a bit of shunting (firstly 

making up my train in the yard, and then parking the club’s cars *which I took over and added to my UP train 

once Jimmy started packing up+ at the end). 
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The H-24-66, or Train Master, was a diesel-electric railroad locomotive produced by Fairbanks-Morse and its 

licensee, Canadian Locomotive Company. These six-axle hood unit road switchers were deployed in the 

United States and Canada during the 1950s.  Only one Train Master locomotive has survived intact — former 

Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) H-24-66 #8905 is now owned by the Canadian Railroad Historical 

Association, which operates the Canadian Railway Museum in Saint-Constant, Quebec.  (Source = Wikipedia) 

Jimmy and Mark ran on Track A (clockwise), while John and I shared Track B (running counter clockwise), 

and there was plenty of space for the four of us.  All of the locos had sound fitted, and it really was glorious 

listening to them all running on the layout simultaneously.  
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Mark took quite a lot of video material of the trains in action on the layout (in addition to these pics), which 

he then posted on our club Whatsapp Chatgroup on Wednesday 27th October.  

The “mistake” we made was to leave the old SAR 

Blue Train on the layout!...    Spoiled the 

“American Ambience” a bit…. 

This next bit’s not exactly train-related, but…   I 

had come straight to the club from Chamdor, 

where I had spent the day working on that layout.  

I needed to get myself some supper.  I planned to 

go to Pick ‘n Pay, and get myself a pie.  Mark, 

meanwhile, had gone and got supper for himself… 

and as I lifted the bridge and exited the layout, and 

walked past the white table where Mark and John 

were sitting at the time (Mark eating his supper, 

John drinking coffee), I smelt the absolutely 

irresistible aroma of hot “slap chips”!  I 

immediately changed my mind, and then also 

headed off to the Maxbox Fish & Chips shop near 

the Mall’s Entrance 1, and treated myself to a 

(delightfully unhealthy!) Russian & Chips supper 

(with extra salt and vinegar!), something I haven’t 

had in a long time, and really enjoyed my supper 

as John and I sat and chatted for a while!  The 

portion of chips was so big I seriously battled to finish them… 

The final evening running session for this year (remember, it’s last Tuesday evenings of the month), 

starting at 17h30 and running until around 20h30 (but always subject to any further Covid-19 Lockdown 

restrictions that may apply), will be our British evening on Tuesday 30th November.   Remember, if you’re 

keen to join in, but don’t have any British trains of your own, I’ve got a few to spare, with plenty of those 

little wagons, and I’m more than happy to let you run them!   

 

Swap Meets Update 

The Crossroads Hobbies “physical” swap meet was held this past Saturday 30th October, at the St Andrews 

Greek Orthodox Church in Krugersdorp.   I went through to see how it was going, bought a few items, then 

went on from there to Chamdor where I did some more work on the layout for the late morning and after-

noon. 

Mervyn had advertised beforehand that he would have a lot of American HO stock, which he truly did!  Lots 

of freight cars, and also some interesting locos.  Even a nice selection of N gauge freight cars, for a change.  

Also lots of track, but not much in the way of structures this time…  I bought American, HO and N!…  
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The swap meet certainly wasn’t the biggest there’s been…  There were just 22 tables, and six traders.  

Mervyn had six tables, Crossroads had five, Neil had six (for himself and Wolf and Mike and Gustav).  Mar-

cus had two tables.  There were two traders present that I didn’t recognise, with three tables between 

them.  The swap meet was held in the small hall at the church, and was (by general consensus) not particu-

larly well supported by the buying public, with most of the trading over by 10h00, and pretty much wrap-

ping up by 10h30, much like our last one…  Is this the way of swap meets of the future?  But it definitely 

says that one needs to get there early, to snap up the bargains (and as usual there WERE great bargains on 

offer!). 

   

The Crossroads Swap Meet has the advantage that, with it being held in a hall, entry by the buying public 

can be restricted until the meet officially starts at 09h00, and the doors are opened to the public.  There’s 

no “jumping the gun” bargain hunting allowed! So there 

was a bit of queuing up at the door before 09h00 (but ap-

parently not really a lot).  I got there at 09h10, and there 

were maybe 20 or 30 guys inside looking / buying / bargain-

ing.   

Another of the advantages that Crossroads has is that, 

within the hall (which, understandably, they have to hire!), 

they have access to the kitchen.  And so they also sell food 

and drinks, all at very reasonable prices!...  – toasted sand-

wiches, hotdogs and hamburgers, and delicious (I can attest to this!) pancakes!  They did a good trade in 

fast foods!   

Our next (EMRIG) physical Swap Meet is scheduled for Saturday 4th December, making it soon after No-

vember’s payday, and in good time to be doing some shopping for (your own!) Christmas stocking fillers!  

And we’re desperately hoping that Covid’s “Fourth Wave” will not be upon us at that time!  Hopefully the 

Covid numbers will stay down (post all the electioneering!), and we will be allowed to host gatherings of 

more than 50 people!   

And as usual, we will be looking for assistance on the day with setting up tables, and then the “breaking 

down” and packing away afterwards. 
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Meanwhile, Crossroads Hobbies will be holding their third Virtual Swap Meet on Saturday 20th November 

(just two weeks before our physical one) – see the advert below.  So in the meantime, check out Crossroads 

Hobbies on Facebook and “Follow” their page, and make a note of their website address – 

www.crossroadshobbies.co.za – and then start checking their website from a week ahead of the scheduled 

date, and check out the trader stocklists when they appear there.   

Sadly just five traders participated in their last Virtual 

Swap Meet.  Hopefully there will be more traders recog-

nising the advantage of participating, as a means of put-

ting their wares “out there” even when gathering-

numbers are restricted, and will be joining in the next one.   

These “Virtual Swap Meets” will become a regular (quar-

terly) event, and should grow in extent as ever more peo-

ple become aware of them, and become more comforta-

ble with the new “system” of buying stuff there online.  As 

Yolande Opperman from Crossroads has pointed out, the 

sales don’t just happen on the day during the “official” 

three hours of the meet – they keep happening after-

wards too, as a result of the continued exposure of the traders through their stocklists (and their contact 

details) remaining on the Crossroads website for some time after the Swap Meet date, this apart from the 

contacts actually made during the Swap Meet hours.   

 

Club Communications Media (our routine monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members / posted on the Whatsapp Chatgroup once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who 

have requested such, are emailed a copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also 

housed in the club library (in a blue file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent or “special” that you need to be notified 

about.  You need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list…  Let Glynn know if you aren’t 

receiving mails this way, and believe you should be. 

http://www.crossroadshobbies.co.za/
http://www.emrig.co.za/


 

Page 8 of 56 

 

Letters To The Editor 

 

Editor’s Note: I was very pleasantly blown away to receive the following by email on 20th October…    

Hi Brian. 

We do not have a feedback section such as a “Dear Editor…” in the newsletter, so I am replying here to 
your email telling us the newsletter is available... 

So under the heading Letter to the Editor: 

Again, a big thank you, and well done for preparing and publishing this great newsletter.  A welcome read 
in my life, that I look forward to each month. 

I did not get to finishing it till today due to workload and commitments. 

Reading the contributions and articles, I am now committing to also getting some articles done.  I too plan 
on doing a contribution to “How it all began”.  I would also like to do an article for inclusion in a more regu-
lar feature to be considered.  It may be something that other members can also contribute to, called “Tips 
and Savings”, where we give some information or tips for members, that may be of interest, and in some 
cases maybe a bit of a cost saver.  Then there are also some others I am looking to do.  Update to you 
soon… 

A big thank you to all those volunteers assisting Sandstone!  So nice to see rail history being preserved. 
Cannot be easy, and definitely an expensive venture.  So great to see my favourite SAR steam loco, the Gar-
ratt types, included. 

Regarding the Skukuza Selati bridge and train article by Craig Beretta (last month’s Water Tower Challenge), 
I am friends with one of the project managers that was involved.  I will see if I can get some more info and 
photos for a later inclusion.  I will be doing an interpretive site display on the railway line and its use next 
year, for display in the Kruger Park.  I will give more feedback on this next year. 

One particular point of interest is that that bridge is so well constructed.  It has survived many floods that 
other more modern bridges have not survived.  I always say it was “over engineered”, and that done with a 
slide rule and manual drawings!  Like a DC3 Dakota.  I have been out on the bridge, and you will be sur-
prised how high it is.  Also the size of the crocs and hippos below, LOL! 

On the article for “Running Trains Virtually”, very interesting.  Also, I like the inclusion of actual preserva-
tion details and commentary and similar setups.  As I have noted on the club’s WhatsApp group, I follow a 
lot of live Webcams and also subscribe to various contributors on Twitter and YouTube.  Included are sites 
in the UK.  Why I mention this, is that a number of the sites have regular live webcam sessions on the area 
(Yorkshire) you talked about, or often have nice videos of their model layouts that depict the area and 
those trains.  One labeled Jennifer E Kirk (or JK) is run by two ladies.  They are keen model railroaders and 
have regular uploads, and every Monday evening a live webinar and chat.  Quite interesting!  They have a 
large layout, and Jennifer is quite the authority on train modelling in the UK.  They have a worldwide fol-
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lowing.  The other site is one called Mouldy Raspberry, and this depicts a nice layout set in the Yorkshire 
Dales.  It is nice and relaxing to see how modellers around the world enjoy the hobby.   

So why is a modeller who is a passionate American Southern Pacific modeller also interested in other rail-
way set ups and varieties?  Well, it’s simple – I like to read about, watch, study, run, build and model any-
thing with a flange!… The love of trains!  (I also have a passion for aircraft with about the same commit-
ment and enthusiasm, and to a lesser extent, one for ships.  I think we all have similar interests in the mod-
elling fraternity.) 

I often get the response that watching live webcams and videos is costly on data. I got tired of paying 
MWEB / Multichoice nearly R11,000 per year for utter rubbish and repeats.  I cancelled that subscription, 
and use a fraction of that money for additional data in a month if I run out.  For me it’s much more reward-
ing.  

In conclusion, thank you again for the great newsletters. 

The above points are for inclusion in a “Letter to the Editor” forum if you so wish.  

Regards, 

Ralph Davey. 

 

Editor’s Reply: Thank you so much for this feedback, and also for your suggestions, Ralph.  As you are 

aware, I am always looking for fresh material for inclusion in the newsletter, and will definitely look forward 

to any future articles that you can prepare for us.  Your “Tips & Savings” suggestion is a great one! 

I also really like this idea of yours of a “Letters to the Editor” column, and hope that there will be more of our 

readers who will contribute in this way, and provide us with feedback / suggestions / corrections / updates, 

etc.  In my time while serving here as editor, I have only previously received one “response” article from 

Johnny Everitt,  responding to Geoff Kingsburgh’s article about his layout, where Johnny picked up on a 

discussion about point motors… and that was way more than a year ago…!  I have, however, occasionally, 

also had some verbal feedback from the guys at Chamdor as we sit drinking our morning coffee or during 

lunchtime, and also from Jimmy at the club on a Wednesday morning…  (My thanks to these guys too!) 

Come on, guys and girls!  Let’s hear what you have to say… about the newsletter (what you do and don’t 

find interesting!), about our railroad modelling hobby, about prototypic trains… in fact, anything train-

related!!!  Let’s hear from you!  Send your comments / suggestions / contributions to me by email at 

brian.dawson@iafrica.com.     

 

 

 

mailto:brian.dawson@iafrica.com
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Umgeni Steam Railway Is Running Trains! 

From On Track, The RSSA Newsletter, Oct 2021  

(Originally published in The Independent On Saturday, 18 Sept 2021) 

It’s full steam ahead for the Umgeni Steam Railway that has been running the popular Inchanga ChooChoo 

again from the end of September 2021!  (Check out Umgeni Steam Railway on Facebook!) 

The railway, dedicated to preserving the passion of the steam era, is run entirely by volunteers who 

maintain and operate the trains, as well as the museum and archives.  These engineers, artisans, craftsmen 

and enthusiasts ‒ many retired and from all walks of life ‒ meet at the Inchanga railway sheds every 

Thursday, to fix and restore and keep the glory of steam alive. The Independent on Saturday spent a 

morning with them.  

At 79, Gerald Hall is the oldest member of the group.  I disturb him from fitting the neat copper plumbing to 

a toilet being installed in the old conductor’s cabin of a restored coach that’s ready to go into service.  It’s a 

space no bigger than an aircraft toilet.  

His whole life he’s had an interest in “things mechanical”, from model engineering to the “full-size stuff”.  He 

worked for 33 years at Durban’s Engen Refinery, mainly in what he calls “reverse engineering”.  He can make 

a part or find a solution for anything.  He’s been a member for six years, and relishes his Thursdays spent at 

Inchanga, mainly working on the coaches.  “At my age, you don’t want to be humping steel,” he says.  An 

added bonus is that he can work in both imperial and metric ‒ useful when dealing with rolling stock that’s 

more than 100 years old.   He’s happy to take me around.  

The men are currently working on two major projects.  They are re-tubing Maureen, a 1912 3BR, whose 

pipes and tubes ‒ old and new ‒ lie on the ground outside the shed.  They’re also restoring two coaches, a 

1926 kitchen car #269 and matching dining car, which were recently bought on auction.  

The railway has six locomotives.  Its engine room is Wesley, a Class 19D locomotive, which is used for the 

monthly excursions and was built by Borsig Locomotiv Werke, Hennigsdorf, in 1938.  The coaches’ 

“birthdates” vary – some are from 1908, most from the 1930s, and the youngest was built in 1953.  The 

oldest locomotive they have is the 1892 Umbilo.  

Wesley runs with Maureen’s 1915 Stephenson Saddle tank, complete with a trailing wheel for stability. The 

saddle tank stores extra water for the boiler, with some having both water and coal storage.  Just the 100km 

round trip from Kloof to Inchanga and back takes nine tons of coal and 6 000 litres of water.  

Hall tells me that Inchanga was the halfway point on the old line, and was a key water stop en route where 

trains could fill up.  “It took quite a long time to get from Durban to Pietermaritzburg then.  The passengers 

could also get out there for a toilet stop,” he says.  

The railway runs on a 3 ft 6 inch (1 067mm) gauge heritage line that follows part of the route from the 

original Durban to Pietermaritzburg mainline, which opened in 1880, and traverses some of the steepest 
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railway gradients in South Africa.  The trip includes a 53-metre-long tunnel at Drummond, built in 1878.  

In the 1930s, Hall says, the line was re-routed from Pinetown.  The Umgeni Steam Railway maintains the old 

line between Kloof and Inchanga, spending half a million Rand a year just repairing the track.  Every time 

the train runs, an inspection trolley trawls the line beforehand to check that it’s safe. “And lockdown has 

cancelled a whole lot of trains,” Hall says.  

The urgency to get Maureen back in service is that she has greater pulling power, and can take an extra 

coach ‒ five instead of Wesley’s four. 

It’s a long story.  The grand dame’s innards were shot.  Local manufacturers didn’t have the right dies for the 

cradle, so these were ordered but then that manufacturer went into liquidation.  And so they made their 

own machine to make the tubes, but now the ends have to be swaged (forged to be narrower at the one 

end).  “But we hope to have Maureen back on the rails soon,” says Hall.  

Hall tells how, after every operational weekend, he has to fix at least three or four windows. The malthoid 

roofing of the carriages also has to be replaced regularly.  “We have to rebuild the entire window.  We save 

old teak from carriages we can’t restore.  We refurbish as closely as possible.  It’s old tech that still works 

well.”  

 

The retired engineers, artisans and craftsmen who keep the Umgeni Steam Railway running. 

Back from left: Johan Pretorius, Terry Cowan, Chris Brown, Neil Bodger, Jan Botha and Ken Goddard. 

Front from left: Marc Bouchier, Clem Robins and Gerald Hall. 

Terry Cowan, who’s been at the workshop for 10 years, comes from a computing background, but is happy 

to work with anything electronic or mechanical.  He’s just finished rebuilding the motor on an inspection 

trolley, although the trolley still needs to be repainted.  
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Working at a lathe is Chris Brown.  He’s a member of the MG Car Club who popped in one Thursday “to see 

what was happening”.  “I do everything big and everything heavy,” he says.  “I love it because it’s something 

different every week.”  

For Clem Robins, the Thursday work party is also a “social thing”.  “We enjoy some away time,” he says.  

 

 

Pictures of their locos, obtained from the internet… 
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Silicone Moulding Details For Scenery 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

 
 
I have been making silicone moulds and resin castings for much needed detail around my layout for quite a 
long time, and described below is how I do it.  Herewith photos and descriptions of how and what I used for 
this process. 
 
I want to stress here that I make the moulds and castings for my own use only.  I do not sell any of them, as 
that would be illegal and a copyright infringement. 
 
I have owned the originals of these details (castings) for longer than I can remember.  An example is the 
generator set that I have had for more than 40 years, and is no longer made.  Perfect for alongside or inside 
buildings, loads on vehicles and rolling stock. 
 
As stated before, my ‘bits box’ is full of the original castings, be they metal, resin or plastic. 
 
Here goes... (Some of the photos are not the best quality, as they were taken before I had a decent camera). 
 
This photo is of one of the scrap yards I have on my layout, showing a lot of cast vintage vehicles glued 
together.  I am planning a third scrapyard for my layout.  They generate a lot of shunting, deliveries and 
collections from them.  Hence the gondola car in front, full of scrap. 
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Here are the products that I use, silicone and its catalyst.  Mixing instructions are on the labels.  It is 
normally by weight and ratio - 100:10.  This is the silicone product. 
 

 
 
Below is the resin product.  Mixing ratio is 1:1.  When purchasing this resin product, ask about its expiration 
date, as it does have a limited shelf life. 
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Next, I select the parts that I want to make moulds of, and select a suitable plastic tub to use.  I stick the 
parts to the bottom of it using “blue-tac”, or as we know it – Prestik. 
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From here, I fill a jug with water, pour it into the mould above to the depth that I think would be sufficient, 
then measure the amount of water required, usually in millilitres, and that will tell me how much silicone I 
need for the mould (=no wastage of the silicone). 
 
Below is the tub filled with the correct amount of silicone, covering the parts underneath. 
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After approximately 5-6 hours of curing, depending on the weather, the silicone can be removed from the 
tub, and the parts are easily removed. 
 
Here are the moulds in use with resin poured in them, and after approximately 15 minutes, the parts can be 
removed and the moulds are ready for making more of the items. 
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The resin turns white after curing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 19 of 56 

 

Below (left) is an HO scale V8 engine block on a pallet that I also made a mould of, and have used lots of the 
castings in and around the buildings on my layout.  Below (right) is the cast V8 block out of the mould 
(excuse the terrible photo). 
 

 
 
Below shows a size comparison with an HO scale figure. 
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A generator set casting, right is the original and left, the casting before painting. 
 

 
 
 
In the photo below, top is the original, and the finished generator casting set is below it. 
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Below is the start of the painting process for scrapyard vehicles.  These will later be weathered, rusted up, 
and then placed in the scrapyard. 
 

 
 
A car fresh out of the mould, needing lots of trimming. 
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And almost finished… 
 

 
 
The above vehicle was moulded in this old photographic slide box… 
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The advantage of using this silicone is that no mould release agent is needed, either in removing the mould 
from its box, or the part from the mould.  The parts do not need washing after removal as there is no 
residue on them. 
 
 
This casting of a small compressor is only 12mm long. 
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Below is the silicone mould for a building that will be placed on the side of a bigger building. 
 

 
 
 Below is the raw casting out of its mould. 
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Here it is painted, weathered and placed next to a workshop. 
 

 
 
A few more different castings to show what can be done. 
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A footnote - do not worry about using painted products for moulding as the silicone does not damage or 
remove the paint. (The original generator set used above is a perfect example). 
 
Again, I must stress that these moulds and castings are expressly for my use only, and are not sold or 
given away. 
 
I hope that this article has explained something of how I arrive at all the finer details around my layout. 
 
Please note that, if anyone has any questions about any of my projects or my layout, they can email me at 
my email address - brianmessenger@icloud.com. 
 
Until next time – keep modelling. 

Brian 

The HOn3 guy in Knysna 

 

 

 

 

mailto:brianmessenger@icloud.com
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How It All Began For Me… 

By Ralph Davey 

 

Editor’s Note:  As John B mentioned in his introduction to this series, in his “starter” article in our May news-

letter, I had made brief mention of how I started out in the hobby in an article I wrote for our April 2021 

newsletter, about a five-year-old girl and her enthusiasm for model trains and for Thomas the Tank Engine in 

particular.  That gave John the idea!  We feel that this is a subject which every club member (and hopefully 

also other readers and contributors!) could write about, and so at least provide one article for the newsletter 

each month, much like the Water Tower Challenge is intended to do.  So, hopefully, each month, someone 

will write for us, and someone new will be challenged!  So far it’s making for really fascinating reading!.....   

Those who have told us their stories so far are: John B (May 2021), Jimmy M (June 2021), Colin A (July 2021), 

Kobus P (Aug 2021), Mia vB (Sept 2021), and Kevin C (Oct 2021).  Mia challenged Rene’ Bosch, but his arti-

cle’s still not quite ready for us, and he’s going off jolling overseas for a bit… But fortunately, true to his 

word, and much sooner than expected, Ralph Davey has sent me his story!  So now we DO have one for this 

month!... 

Hobbies and pastimes, in whatever form, are very good for a person.  They help us relax (okay, when the 

train won’t move, or keeps derailing, perhaps “relaxing” may not always be 100% correct!).  They keep us 

sane, remove stress, and bring together groups of people with similar interests to enjoy the hobby or 

pastime.  I am a strong advocate of people doing activities.  Beside the enjoyment, they help us grow old in 

a better way.  I have seen many old (and not so old) people degenerate so quickly when retiring or in 

general, because they have no activity to keep them sane, or they can only find fault with everything 

because they are bored or inactive.  So, some of my comments below reinforce my view.  I hope you enjoy 

the article, can relate to some of the points, and then reflect on your railroad modelling history with 

renewed appreciation of why we do it.  It is the World’s Greatest Hobby!, to quote Model Railroader. 

My earliest recollection of enjoying and being fascinated by trains and other mechanical marvels goes back 

to about age 5. 

Born In 1955, I recall seeing the last trams around 1960 at the Rotunda in central Johannesburg.  

My dad saw in me my interest and keenness for all things mechanical, and he and my mom got me a Hornby 

Dublo 3-rail train set for Christmas in 1960.  Dad taught me how to assemble and run it, and from then on it 

was my most favoured activity for many years.  These sets were well made and durable. 

The set comprised a Class 4MT Tank locomotive and three passenger coaches.  Very nice, as I recall. 

(My cousin also received the same set at the same time.  More on this later. 

My dad and his brother also had a Lionel O gauge set at this time.  It was a funny set up, and for some 

reason I was never shown this or saw it, till many years later.  One of those set ups where two bought it but 

one possessed it.  Stayed at my uncle’s house and was never seen.  Families…!) 
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My mom and dad then bought me more of the Hornby Dublo freight wagons and more rails and sets of 

points for birthdays and Christmas. 

Sometime in the early 1960s, my dad bought for my middle brother, Des, a collection of more Hornby Dublo 

second-hand from someone.  This comprised a mix of passenger coaches and freight wagons, more track, 

points and a crossover, and a Duchess of Athol locomotive.  We now had a nice set that kept us entertained 

for many years. 

My younger brother, Richard, who is 13 years my junior, continued to set up and run these trains until he 

was starting high school.  The locos eventually packed in, but the coaches, wagons and all the tracks were all 

working.  This was all packed away when he moved on to high school. 

For me, high school, girls, and then military service, interrupted the trains in my life (in no particular order 

of preference, but one was much better than the other two to enjoy, and not a bad interruption to my 

trains!).  I did continue to read, photograph and follow local and overseas trains as a hobby.  In the mid-

seventies the Lima revolution arrived.  I think many of us rekindled our love for model trains thanks to Lima.  
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In what other hobby or pastime could you go to Pick ‘n Pay, Game, O.K. Bazaars, Deons or other shops, and 

buy SAR model trains?  For us, Richard was still enjoying the trains before the high school syndrome kicked 

in.  We bought sets and add-ons for his set.  I remember the Blue Train and coaches.  I got married and 

when my two daughters were born, my interests and time focussed on their activities.  I did continue to do 

a lot in aircraft restoration and SAAF “activities” and museum activities.  But the train memories, coupled 

with reading, kept the flame flickering.  I worked in Johannesburg city central, and many a lunchtime was 

spent going to MTE in Kerk Street and Colin Merrick’s shop then near the Carlton.  I recall it was Hobbies 

and Models, and was later taken over by the current owners.  At MTE I recall all those early Athearn and 

Atlas American diesels in the show cases.  I was like a child at Christmas.  Diesels are my favourite, and I was 

so impressed with the colours and lines. 

During the Eighties I started to buy Lima SAR items.  Sets and individual items.  I knew one day I would get 

to do model trains again.  My wife used to look and say “will you ever get to do a layout?”  I would 

sometimes set up the track on the dining room table and run the trains.  Suburban sets, E5/E6 with all the 

various wagons and guards’ vans.  And dream of one day…..   I loved my Lima, and still regret selling the 

items.  

I am a sufferer of a rare disease, and this has played havoc in my life on a number of occasions.  In the early 

90s we decided to expand the house, build on rooms and other extensions, and a pool for my daughters 

and us to enjoy.  My wife proposed we close up the garage, which was next to the kitchen, knock through a 

door into the kitchen, and that I adopt this as my train room.  I was finally going to have my train layout!  

But my illness struck again, and in 1995 I almost succumbed to it.  But I am a fighter and started my long 

road to recovery.  In that year, soon after my discharge from hospital, the annual MR convention was held at 

the Technicon in Doornfontein.  I had my family drop me there over the two or three days it was held, and 

spent many hours looking, chatting and asking questions.  I recall EMRIG was there, and I think part of their 

layout was contributed by a member from Springs, who had the City Deep container depot set up.  This was 

for me a therapy and recovery booster like no other.  I made up my mind to be active in model railroading 

and to get a layout set up at home.  I also made up my mind to never let my model railroading be a secret 

that we don’t mention.  Family and friends would frown, and say it was a waste of money.   Many of these 

people would spend huge amounts on horse racing, alcohol, and other things they found they “needed”.  

And I had to endure some ridicule, as we all do.  The same for my other hobbies… 

I built an SAR layout, learning what not to do by experience.  It had catenary (Lima catenary, which I still 

believe was the best and most prototypical of all catenary produced), signals, etc.  My brother Richard and I 

spent many hours enjoying this layout for about 5 years. 

During this time my health improved greatly and my career in SAP (the computer system, not the police!) 

saw me travelling around the country and internationally.  I saw and travelled on trains in the UK, did the 

Eurostar, travelled in Belgium, Portugal, and even did train-watching and -filming in Hungary while working 

there. 

One day I went to MTE in Johannesburg.  There I saw an Atlas Rio Grande GP40 loco, number 3084.  It was 

second hand.  I liked it so much that I bought it.  Well, my modelling direction then changed.  My first 

American loco!  It stood in our showcase, and ran on the SAR layout. (I still have this loco, but its role has 

changed.  I removed the motor, and converted it into my layout camera loco.  It runs ahead of another one.  
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I have built the camera into the cab, so it does not stand out too much, and still looks nice.  The camera view 

is amazing.  It looks like a cab view.  One of the operators on my layout will drive this set up, viewing a TV 

screen). 

 

       

#3084 as she looks today, with camera housing 

Around this time, I also started to look for a club to join.  I came across RMRC in Observatory.  I took a drive 

up to it one Saturday, and by the end of the day had joined.  I took Richard a few weeks later, and he 

promptly joined.  We initially ran our SAR stuff and my GP40, then migrated to full-on American trains.  

Peter Fish was also getting into the hobby more actively, and we three became very good friends.  The club 

layout then was in a sad state with many issues, and with only two main lines and a few sidings working.  

Well, the Davey brothers and Peter got active in getting the American side improved.  Soon we were also 

getting the European side working better as well.  We had a good 6 or so years’ involvement at RMRC.  

During this time I was on a project in Durban.  I would fly down on a Monday and fly back on a Friday.  I got 

to hear of Track and Trestle, in Durban.  It was run by Carl, who was doing a very good business with the 

model railroad fraternity.  Well, I usually came back home with more luggage than I went down with.  I had 

got to like the Southern Pacific.  Well, Track and Trestle had many SP locos.  I could not let them stand idle in 

the shop…. 

My roster began to grow at a great pace.  Southern Pacific and Rio Grande SD40, SD40T-2 Tunnel motors, 

SD45s, and American rolling stock.  A very big collection, so I thought, till I found out what other members 

had.  Lol!  When Track and Trestle closed, I started to buy from overseas.  As did many of the modellers at 

that time. 

We also started to attend the swap meets.  These were always so exciting and when we found a bargain or 

rare item, it was always so rewarding.  For Pete, Richard and I, our time at RMRC came to an end around 

2010. 

In 2007 I decided the time had come to build a new bigger layout for my Southern Pacific trains and other 
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American lines.  I made the choice to buy an outside cabin measuring 12m by 4m for the new layout.  I had 

the track laid within a month and could run trains.  This opened up a whole new dimension for me, learning 

scenery, wiring, ballasting and scenes.  I also took the decision to go DCC.   Richard and Pete were also 

actively involved, and we spent many good hours running trains and working on the layout.  Pete named it 

the SP South Subdivision, and that is what it is still known as. 

 

Old History brought back to life. 

I digress and go back to about 2001. I had not seen my cousin for a long time.  He stayed close to me, but we 

never saw each other.  Some 20 years had passed.  Somehow, we got to start visiting again.  I asked him if 

he still had his Hornby Dublo set, and perhaps the Lionel O gauge set.  To my amazement he said yes, some 

of it.  He was the sport achiever in the family, and never took to the trains like I did.  His parents had packed 

both sets into an old suitcase, and this was lying outside next to the garage at his house.  The children 

played a bit with the stuff and the elements took a toll.  The case had moved with him through all his moves 

over time.  I asked if I could have the trains.  His wife was glad to get rid of the eye-sore suitcase, and he 

gave them to me.  Most of the stuff was intact, but weather-beaten.  The Class 4MT Tank loco was working, 

much to my surprise.  I collected our Hornby Dublo items we had packed away about 15 years earlier, from 

Richard.  I had a reasonable set of track and trains.  I got it all running.  The loco was running, but like all 

model steam engines, ran better backwards.  One passenger car from my cousin had survived.  

The Lionel was like a weapon of mass destruction.  But it ran.  The loco and two passenger coaches had 

survived.  I had to clean off rust and re-spray the coaches. 

While these worked to some degree, my real interest, however, lay with my modern layout.  I eventually sold 

these items off. 

 

During this time Pete joined EMRIG, and then invited us to come and see the layout and look to joining.  We 

were wary of the club scenario, based on our earlier club involvement at RMRC.  However, we liked what we 

saw and joined.  We were members for a number of years.  In 2016, my brother Richard moved to work in 

Dubai.  This had the effect of me losing a bit of enthusiasm to do train running.  I had not re-joined EMRIG 

due to personal reasons.  EMRIG did visit the SP South layout on two occasions.  I started rationalising my 

collection, and sold off probably two thirds of my stuff.  I kept the layout going, but it was not like I used to 

do.  I was attending the operating sessions at John and Glynn, and always came home with a view to pick up 

the pace.  But it never did. 

Then Covid and the lockdown happened…  I found a renewed interest in my layout.  I started fixing up 

sections where a severe storm had caused flood damage.  I have now got the layout fully operational.  I am 

focussing on a section at a time to complete (if a layout is ever complete), and to run trains.  I am enjoying 

this renewed interest.  My city scene is fully operational, and I have an ops session activity for it.  My goal is 

to get the layout ready for operation sessions for next year.  Hopefully members will want to do a session at 

my layout. 
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I finished all the buildings, adding details and interior views.  They will have lights inside for additional 

interest. 

This also helped me get through the lockdowns, and I really enjoyed detailing and weathering the buildings.  

I have to add a bit of grass and minor details, and the lights, and then it is done.  As can be seen in the 

photos below, it is looking good. 

River City. 

The switching is really nice and I try to do a session as often as possible. 
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I re-joined EMRIG in January 2021, and this was a very good move.  I have enjoyed the renewed interest in 

EMRIG, but the two lockdowns this year did curtail my visits.  But now we are back to good running and 

Saturday morning club visits.  

I watch and follow various Web Cam and layout sites on YouTube and Twitter.  On some of the sites in 

England I have seen class 4MT Tank locomotives running.  This has revived a new interest for me, and I plan 

to buy one with three passenger coaches.  It looks like only Bachmann make this model, and it only has the 

place for an 8-pin decoder add-on.  There are aftermarket sound decoders advertised.  Is this the full circle?  

Or is it just to rekindle my childhood memories.  I am not sure.  I do hope I get to buy it. 

So, a very long interest in the hobby, with gaps and challenges, but still very rewarding for me. 

Thank you for letting me share my story. 

Maybe EMRIG would like to do a visit early next year to see my layout again.  The family caterers will be on 

hand to make the visit enjoyable.  Brian, let me know? 

Regards 

Ralph 

Thank you, Ralph, for another unsolicited – and very welcome – “How it began…” story!  It’s so good getting 
to know more about our club members as people, in this way, as well as their train-involvement!   

And with Mia having challenged Rene’ Bosch a couple of months back, we look forward to (hopefully!) 
reading Rene’s story next month…  
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Running Trainz Virtually – 16: Mojave Subdivision 

By Brian Dawson 

I bought this additional Trainz route at the end of June 2021, same time as I bought the Settle and Carlisle… 

also for the bargain price of just $6,99 (R89,26).  There’s not a lot of “operational” stuff to do, not even a lot 

of sessions to run, but it was primarily the mention of the Tehachapi Loop that caught my eye and sparked 

my interest, and that’s what decided me to buy the route. 

When I became editor of this newsletter in January 2017, one of the first articles that was submitted to me 

for inclusion in the February 2017 EMRIG newsletter (my first one) was entitled “Western USA Horseshoes 

And Loops”, written by Terrence Marx, who had just become our secretary.  I have to confess that, at that 

time, I knew very little about prototypical railroading (I’ve hopefully learnt a bit more in the meantime), and 

even less about railroading in America (this was before my interest in the GFG club started off my 

involvement in American railways).  I found Terrence’s article extremely informative, and it made a lasting 

impression on me.   

That first article concentrated on some famous USA loops (proper “helix loops” where the track runs around 

and crosses back over itself) – Rifle Sight Notch Loop in Colorado, Williams Loop near Keddie in 

northeastern California, and the Tehachapi Loop in southern California.  His second article (in our March 

2017 newsletter) dealt with the “horseshoes” (also rather confusingly referred to as “loops”, but where the 

track loops around and comes back in a horseshoe-shape close to where it originated, and does not actually 

cross back over itself).  This second article of his included a description of the Caliente Loop (horseshoe!), 

which is not that far from Tehachapi.    

The Sierra Nevada mountain range runs in a north-northwest – south-southeast orientation down the 

western side of the USA, along the eastern (inland) side of California, forming a very significant high physical 

barrier between California (to the west) and the state of Nevada (to the east of the mountain range).  

Towards the southern end of the range, the range turns more southerly and then south-westerly, and the 

altitude reduces as it approaches the Pacific Ocean, so that it presents less of a barrier.  This southwesterly-

trending portion of the range is known as the Tehachapi Mountains.  San Francisco, Sacramento and Fresno 

lie to the north of this spur of the Sierra Nevadas, while Los Angeles and San Diego lie to the south of it.  To 

the northeast lies Nevada, and to the east lies Arizona and Texas (and a whole lot more of the southern and 

southeastern US of A!). 

Rail (and road) traffic coming in from the southeastern states, as well as rail traffic from the southern areas 

of California, and headed for central California, needs to surmount this mountain spur.  Enter the Mojave 

Subdivision, built by the Southern Pacific Railway in the 1870s!... 

I’m sure we’ve all heard of the Mojave Desert?  Named after the indigenous Mojave Indians…  I was under 

the impression that it was located only in Arizona, but more of it’s actually in southern California!  It’s a big 

desert (some 25 000 square miles *65 000 km²+ in extent), and does extend partially into the states of 

Nevada, Arizona and even Utah.  The small town of Mojave, however, is in California.  The dry desert area 

lies to the east of the mountain range.  To the west of the range, rainfall is significantly higher, and the area 
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is more suited to agriculture, with vegetable croplands and extensive fruit orchards. 

The Trainz blurb says “The Mojave Subdivision is 

known for its rolling hills, drop-off cliffs, and the 

famous Tehachapi Loop.  This route is challenging 

with its constant grade changes, up to a ruling grade 

of 2,2%, yet satisfying with its mixture of desert and 

mountainous scenery colours.  If you’re looking to run 

operations on one of the busiest single mainlines in 

the United States, the Mojave Sub is for you!” 

Set thus in Southern California, the route runs 

between the town of North Edwards (in the SE), north 

of the Edwards Airforce Base in the Mojave Desert, 

and Bakersfield (to the NW) in the fertile San Joaquin 

Valley.  The high point, as the route passes over the mountain spur, is at a place called Summit, with an 

altitude of 4039’ amsl.  Altitude at North Edwards is 2290’, at Mojave it is 2780’, while at Bakersfield it is just 

a bit over 400’.  So there’s a lot of climbing (particularly when heading from west to east) and descending 

(east – west) to do on the route!   

One of the means to assisting the line to gain / lose altitude over a shorter “crow-flies” distance is to use 

loops and horseshoes, and arguably the most famous of them is the Tehachapi Loop (which I have to admit 

I had never heard of until Terrence wrote for us about it!)… 

In the 1870s the Southern Pacific Railroad Company wanted to connect its Central Valley lines with its 

Southern California lines.  The only way to make this possible was for tracks to be laid east from Bakersfield 

over the Tehachapi Mountains into the Mojave Desert and then back down south to Los Angeles.  The need 

resulted in one of the greatest engineering feats of its time, the Tehachapi Loop.  The loop, rising at a steady 

two percent grade, allows trains to gain the elevation necessary to make it up a portion of the mountains by 

making the incline more gradual.  The loop is roughly 3,800 feet long (0.72 mi; 1.16 km) and covers a 77 foot 

(23m) incline, making a 1,210-foot (370 m) diameter circle in the Loop.  Any train at least as long as the loop 

passes over itself while going around the loop.  At the bottom of the loop, the track passes through Tunnel 9, 

the ninth tunnel built as the railroad worked its way from Bakersfield.  Due to its frequent trains and scenic 

setting, the Tehachapi Loop is popular with railfans.  

The Loop was built by Southern Pacific Railroad to ease the grade over Tehachapi Pass. Construction began 

in 1874, and the line opened in 1876. Contributors to the project's construction include Arthur De Wint Foote 

and the project's chief engineer, William Hood. The siding on the loop is known as Walong after Southern 

Pacific District Roadmaster W. A. Long.  

The project was constructed … using a predominantly Chinese labor force.  The Tehachapi line necessitated 

18 tunnels, 10 bridges, and numerous water towers to replenish steam locomotives. Between 1875 and 

1876 about 3,000 Chinese workers equipped with little more than hand tools, picks, shovels, horse-drawn 

carts and blasting powder cut through solid and decomposed granite to create the helix-shaped loop with 

grades averaging about 2.2 percent and an elevation gain of 77 feet (23 m).   
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The passage is traversed daily by an average of 50 freight trains, making it the busiest single-track line in 

the United States. Although Southern Pacific ran passenger trains on the Loop for years, it banned 

passenger services there soon after handing its passenger trains to Amtrak in 1971, on grounds that the 

single track route would not be able to handle increased traffic from Amtrak trains.  

The Loop became the property of the Union Pacific in 1996, when the Union Pacific and Southern Pacific 

systems merged.  Union Pacific has maintained the ban since taking over Southern Pacific. Freight trains of 

the BNSF Railway (seen in the pic below) however also use the loop under trackage rights.  

(above information gleaned from www.visitbakersfield.com and Wikipedia) 

 

Since 2012 there has apparently been significant progress made in double-tracking parts of the route to 

ease congestion and improve rail traffic volumes through the bottlenecks. This work is being done jointly by 

UP, BNSF, and CalTrans.  In 2012 it was estimated that the proposed work would cost of the order of $106 

million dollars, and should be completed by 2020.  It would increase the daily capacity from 35 up to 50 

trains, and should increase freight volumes from 7,985 containers to 14,000 containers per day!  I have not 

been able to ascertain whether the double-tracking project has as yet been completed.  My current Google 

Earth image, which is only an April 2017, shows that there is (at 2017) more double-track than is portrayed 

in the Trainz route.  Tunnel Nine (a major bottleneck) is (or was still in 2017) still single track, as was the 

track below Tunnel Nine heading west and down-grade as far as Woodford West.…  

But back when this Trainz route was set (apparently prior to 1996 as there are no UP trains *just SPs and 

http://www.visitbakersfield.com/
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SFs+ running, so maybe it’s late 1980s or early 1990s? – although almost all the trains still run with a 

caboose!?), a lot of it was just single track, with numerous passing loops such as the one at Walong siding 

(much of which is within the Tehachapi Loop) et al. 

There are just five sessions making up this Mojave Subdivision route, but because of the length of the route 

(54 miles from Mojave to Bakersfield as the crow flies, but 68 miles by train) and the mountainous terrain, 

with a maximum speed limit of just 25mph over much of it (both up and down the pass), they are quite 

long-duration sessions.  As always, there is a Quickdrive session.  The others are: 

 Mojave to Bakersfield  (2 hrs, and “easy”) 

 ATSF #991 East   (2 hrs 30 mins, and “normal”) 

 The Walong Stall  (1 hr, and “normal”) 

 The DPU Push   (1 hr 40 mins, and “hard”) 

 

I skipped the Quickdrive, and started with the easy Mojave to Bakersfield session.  This trip runs from 

southeast to the northwest, starting with the relatively short uphill climb from Mojave to Summit, and then 

followed by the long downhill run through the Tehachapi Loop as we descend to the valley and on to 

Bakersfield. 

“Good afternoon.  Your trip today will take you to Bakersfield. Looks like traffic is light so it should be a 

straight shot, but you never know.” 

The session starts out in a very flat desert landscape some miles to the east of Sanborn, which is around 5 

miles southeast of Mojave, on the single line coming in from Las Vegas via Barstow.  It’s run with a nice-

looking consist of five blue and yellow ATSF locos – 3x SD45s and 2x C30-7s (this is the one in the big pic on 

the next page) – at the head of the train, and a further single SD45 as helper, with a caboose, at the rear.  

The train is a TOFC intermodal, with 67 wagons!  The train is 6,868 feet long, and weighs 6,449 tons, of 

which 5,488 tons is trailed.  It’s a long and heavy train!   
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So does everyone know what TOFC means?  I didn’t, and had to look it up, and then it made so much 

sense…!  The following simple description, and differentiation between TOFC and COFC, is from 

www.shipafreight.com.... 

Intermodal is a form of freight transportation that uses two or more modes of carriage to move goods from 

a shipper to a consignee. These different modes of transportation can include rail, air freight, trucking, 

ocean freight, and carriage via inland waterways.   … 

To be considered intermodal, freight must adhere to two important requirements. The first requirement is 
that it should be transported within a single transport unit throughout its journey—typically a shipping 
container. The second is that the container should not be consolidated or deconsolidated during the 
transportation process.  

As intermodal transportation often involves the use of railroad cars, it’s worth noting that there are two 
different types of intermodal transport, both of which include a rail leg: 

 COFC: Container-on-flatcar (COFC) is an efficient and affordable type of intermodal shipping where 
simultaneous loading of up to four containers can take place onto a railroad flatcar. 

 TOFC: Trailer-on-flatcar (TOFC) is the kind of intermodal shipping in which an over-the-road trailer 
(OTR) is placed directly on the flatcar. 

So yes, it’s where “horse”-drawn road 

trailers are loaded on specially-adapted 

flatcars (without the “horse” – but with a 

special hitch mechanism *see second pic 

below+ to hold it in place), to be 

delivered at the consignee’s closest 

railroad depot, then picked up by a 

different “horse”, and taken to the 

consignee.  Like a shipping container... 

but on its own wheels!   

http://www.shipafreight.com/
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The train is stationary at the start, and it takes a long time 

getting up to speed once underway, despite the initially very 

flat terrain.  There’s a passing loop (not the helix or horseshoe 

type!) nearly two miles long at Sanborn, and not very much 

else at all – just an additional short spur siding in the veld, 

where a loco or maybe maintenance-of-way wagons could be 

parked out of the way – before it reverts to a single line.  

It’s a very straight-forward session, just purely about speed 

control.  The speed limit at the start of the route outside of Mojave is 70mph (and I could get up to close to 

70mph by Sanborn), but the limit then drops to 55mph on the approach in to Mojave, and then drops 

further to 25mph for the passage through the town.  With the train being so heavy, and the high speed 

attained on the flat terrain, one has to be rather careful about managing speed, as it is easy to overestimate 

the rate at which such a heavy train can slow down! 

At Mojave the lines from the east (Las Vegas) and the 

south (Los Angeles) meet up.  From Mojave (2780’) the 

line, now climbing all the time at around 2%, first heads 

north towards the mountains and the tiny village of 

Warren (3350’) and then heads west up a valley between 

the main mountain massif (to the north) and a range of 

hills parallel to the mountains, towards Cameron (3800’).  

This area is obviously subjected to a lot of wind, as there 

is a big wind-farm on top of the row of hills, with at least 33 wind turbines (visible on Google Earth and also 

in the Trainz sessions, with another four turbines just outside Tehachapi).  At Cameron the line bends in a 

west-northwesterly direction, and heads up past Monolith (3970’), where there is a massive cement factory, 

to the Subdivision crest at Summit (4039’).  From Summit it’s then downhill all the way (or pretty much so!) 

to Bakersfield.  
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The biggest town in the region is Tehachapi (3980’), big enough to warrant a municipal airport (visible from 

the train tracks as one enters town, and also in the aerial photo of the town above), and is just a couple of 

miles from Summit.  In the picture above, which is taken looking east, the cement factory at Monolith can 

just be seen at the extreme top of the pic, with the railway line into Tehachapi being the straight (dark) line 

running from top to bottom.  Summit is where the highway bridge crosses over the railway line, about 3cm 

down from the top of the pic.   

From Tehachapi the line heads first north towards Cable (3600’) and then turns northwesterly again and 

heads through Marcel (3260’) to the siding at Walong (3070’).  That’s where it takes a turn through the 

Tehachapi Loop, and then on to El Rita (2700’), bypassing the very small town of Keene (2590’) and on to 

Woodford Siding (2630’), Rowen (2480’), and on to Cliff (2100’), at each of which places there is a passing 

loop.  

At Cliff the line then heads more westerly through Bealeville (1800’), then with lots of twisting and turning 

it turns northwards and then back east again before getting to Caliente (1315’).  Caliente is the site of the 

also famous Caliente Loop, where the track does a 180 degree horseshoe loop around the valley, entering 

from the west, looping up to the north, and then heading back out to the west, with the “in” and “out” lines 

only 0,15 miles apart. 

From Caliente it’s on to Ilmon (1030’), then Bena Corral (880’), which is where the citrus and vegetable 

farming area starts, then Edison (570’), Algoso (415’) on the outskirts of Bakersfield, and finally into 

Bakersfield itself (410’). 

The session started at Sanborn late in the afternoon (16h45), and I finally arrived in Bakersfield, in the pitch 

dark, at 19h20.  It was a relatively uneventful trip, just needing to stop at Walong and Woodford sidings to 

wait for east-bound (uphill) trains.  Then at Bealeville there had been an accident, with the west-bound 

train ahead of me having struck a truck at a level crossing (fortunately no-one seemed too badly injured, 
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although there were two fire-trucks in attendance at 

the accident scene).  The train involved had then 

stopped and was blocking the mainline, and I had to 

slow down and take to the siding to get past the 

accident scene (first Trainz accident, in my 

experience!).   

At Caliente there was a coal train waiting for me to 

pass through.  I wasn’t concentrating as I approached 

Caliente, and didn’t see the speed reduction warning 

in time, and hadn’t slowed quite enough before I 

entered the 15mph zone through Caliente.  I was 

verbally warned for speeding, and had one (a single!) point deducted!  Once I was past Ilmon, and basically 

down off the pass, the speed limit increased to 50mph and then to 60, and remained at 60mph until 

entering Bakersfield.  Here I did slow down in time, arriving at Bakersfield after a trip lasting two hours and 

35 minutes (was supposed to have been 2 hours!).  I earned 3 stars, and 1339 points… 

   

The ATSF #991 East runs in the opposite direction, travelling northwest to southeast up and over the pass.  

“Your train today is ATSF #991, a hotshot TOFC from Chicago to Los Angeles (remembering that LA is SOUTH 

of the watershed in southern California).  You are starting your run in Bakersfield, and will proceed from 

here to Mojave where you will bring your train to a stop to free the helper locomotives.  You’ll run into some 

traffic along the way so stay alert.”  This is a “normal” session, which should last about 2½ hours. 

The session is run 

with a rather 

interesting loco 

consist at the head.  

The locos are all 

Santa Fes.  The first 

two are B40-8Ws (red 

and silver), the next 

two are GP60Bs 

(silver), and the fifth 

is a GP60M (red and 

silver).  And when I 

looked more closely at the GP60Bs, wondering why they were a different colour scheme, I noticed that they 

don’t appear to have cabs! 

The GE Dash 8-40B (or B40-8) is a 4-axle diesel-electric locomotive built by GE Transportation Systems 
between 1988 and 1989. It is part of the GE Dash 8 Series of freight locomotives.  A total of 151 examples of 
this locomotive were built for North American railroads.  The GE Dash 8-40BW (B40-8W) (pictured below) is 
a variant fitted with a full-width cab.  (Wikipedia) 
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An EMD GP60 is a 4-axle (B-B) diesel-electric locomotive built by General Motors Electro-Motive Division 
between 1985 and 1994.  The GP60 was EMD's first engine that was classified as a "third-generation" 
locomotive. Hidden behind the electrical cabinet doors on the rear wall of the cab, the GP60 concealed a trio 
of microprocessors that monitored and managed a host of engine, cooling system and control functions. The 
engine's on-board microprocessors replaced hundreds of wiring circuits, dozens of relays and all but one 
module card, making it an improvement among EMD's engines.  

Power was provided by a 16-cylinder 710G3A diesel engine, which could produce 3,800 horsepower 
(2,800 kW).  This locomotive was 59 feet 9 inches long and featured a 3,700-US-gallon (14,000 L) fuel tank. 
Cabless ‘B’ units of this locomotive model were also built; they were known as GP60B models (seen below), 
purchased exclusively by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway.  Units built with a North American 
Safety Cab were designated GP60M (second pic below) and all were purchased by the Santa Fe.  A total of 
294 GP60, 23 GP60B and 63 GP60M units were built by EMD.  Due to the mainstream focus of railroads on 
powerful six-axle units, and strict emissions standards, aside from the collaborations with Motive Power 
Incorporated, the GP60 is the last new EMD "Geep".  (Wikipedia) 
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So the GP60B (previous picture) IS cabless!  It wasn’t that my eyes were deceiving me!  It’s obviously just a 

bunch of extra horsepower to be coupled to a driven loco (with a cab!) when required.  

 

This session was actually pretty “easy”, with just a couple of stops to wait for passing “down” trains at 

Woodford and again at Walong.  I passed through Tehachapi after 1 hour 41 minutes (45,5 miles 

completed), and then started down the other side of the pass.  From Summit the speed limit picks up to 

70mph, but then reduces again to 35mph as one enters the twisty bits at Cameron.  Between Cameron and 

Warren I passed TWO west-bound SP manifests in quick succession, on their way up to Tehachapi.   

I arrived in Mojave after 2 hours 15 minutes (66,04 miles), expecting to have to uncouple the banker locos.  

As I approached the red signal at the end of the yard (and the “stop” navigation marker just before that 

signal) I saw what looked like could be a problem developing…  I could clearly see the signal ahead, and had 

slowed to a crawl (2mph) as I approached it.  The distance to the navigation marker shows just below the 

marker on the screen.  In the top right corner of the screen is the information box for the route, which inter 

alia shows the distance to the next signal, and its colour (red!).  And the shown distance to the red signal 

was LESS than the distance to the navigation marker where I had to stop, even though the marker and 

stopping position was clearly in front of the signal!  But in these sessions, you don’t complete the task (and 

in this case complete the session), or earn your stars if you don’t follow the markers.  So, stupidly (I should 

have saved the session at that point!), I kept on creeping forward, getting close to my stopping position, 
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even though the info box showed that I was almost at the red signal (which I was NOT!).  As the info box 

counter ran down to zero miles, a pop-up appeared and a voice reprimanded me for “running a red signal”!  

I immediately paused the session (before the screen could dissolve to black), to see if there was anything 

that I had missed.  There wasn’t!  The information in the info box then changed, now showing that the next 

signal was GREEN (and some two miles ahead), even though I was still 0,05 miles from what was clearly still 

the RED signal ahead of me!  I kept creeping forward to the “stop” navigation marker, and stopped as it 

clicked over to 0,00 miles, just before the red signal.  The session terminated there.  The “scoreboard” pop-

up appeared, saying that I had completed the session, but had not earned the minimum points, and the 

stars and points that I had earned at that stage just disappeared!  So once again I was cheated of stars / 

points that I really had deserved…              

 

The next session I ran was The Walong Stall, another “normal” session lasting about an hour.  (You’ll notice 

that I ran them in sequence of increasing difficulty!) 

“It’s a wet and rainy day today.  Train EUASY has stalled at Walong Siding.  Your job today is to help EUASY 

and bring him to Summit.  Have a safe trip!”  Walong is the siding within the Tehachapi Loop, just as the 

trains coming from the west pass through Tunnel 9 into the loop. 

The session starts out from a spur siding in Tehachapi, using a Southern Pacific SD40T-2 coupled with an SP 

SD45, running down the hill to get to the stranded train at Walong.  We set off in pouring (but intermittent) 

rain. 

 

I tried to find out what “EUASY” stood for, whether this was a regular train with a recognisable “name”, but I 

could find no info.  I assume that the “E” would stand for “east-bound” (or maybe EU stands for Eugene *the 

one in Oregon, to the north of California+), but I have no idea what the rest might mean! 

This session once again had navigation markers to guide (instruct!) the activity.  Junctions have to be set, 

and obviously the heavy rain interferes a bit with one’s visibility!  Soon after setting out, an info pop-up 

appears on screen… “As a measure of efficiency, you should be able to complete your tasks in just five 

manoeuvres.” Switching junctions, coupling and uncoupling, and changing the train’s direction of travel, are 

all “manoeuvres”. 



 

Page 46 of 56 

 

The speed limit out of Tehachapi is 40mph, but this soon reduces to 25mph before one gets onto the single 

track at Cable West, heading down the pass to the Loop.  It’s single track to Marcel, where there’s a passing 

loop, from where it is again single track until one gets to the Walong siding.  It took just on 25 minutes to 

travel the 8,6 miles to get to Walong, where the “stalled” train was standing. 

 

The stranded train was also a Southern Pacific, with a consist of just three locos – 1x SD45 and 2x SD40T-2s.  

The manifest itself was made up of 45x 50’ boxcars, 5x centrebeam flats loaded with wood, 12x autoracks, 

and 4x loaded TOFC flatcars, plus a caboose (no helpers at the rear).  No wonder the train stalled!  The train 

was taking up one of the two tracks of the Tehachapi Loop (the Walong siding), with the rear end only just 

clear of the junction at Tunnel 9 (so other trains could fortunately still pass by).   

The first time I ran this session I had taken 8 manoeuvres to complete it…  In the pouring rain it is extremely 

difficult to see far ahead, and I had not changed the points to switch the train direction back from the east-

bound (me headed to Walong) to the west-bound track (for the return).  So I had headed back up the 

“wrong way”, up the west-bound track.  But fortunately there was no oncoming traffic, and I thought that I 

could get away with it, and switch to the east-bound track later on.  Unfortunately, in the rain, I missed that 

cross-over opportunity as well, so that when I was already in Tehachapi (still on the wrong track) I had had 

to stop the train, back up, and switch that cross-over to get to the required track for entering Summit (the 

navigation markers showed on which track and where I was required to stop!). 

Once stopped in Summit, you have to uncouple the helper consist from the front of the train, pull forward a 

bit, and then switch another cross-over junction, then travel back along the west-bound track to get to the 

Tehachapi Spur (sounds like a family restaurant, doesn’t it?) line from where the helpers had started out.  

They’re all simple manoeuvres, but I had messed up by being on the wrong track and not crossing over in 

time.  I had only earned 2 stars, and was disappointed with my performance.  So when I then ran it a second 

time, I wanted to get it right!  

As I coupled to the waiting train, its locos started up with clouds of diesel smoke emitted from the exhausts.  

As we pulled off back up the pass towards Summit, the control panel registered that 4 manoeuvres had 

already been completed!  Really?? Just one left!!?? 

It took about six minutes of uphill straining for the train, leaving Walong, to finally get up to 24mph (in fact, 

I went a tad over the 25mph limit and had to throttle back), but then it was easy to maintain that speed up 
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the rest of the pass. 

On my second run I had (cleverly, I thought!) switched the required cross-over junction as soon as I had 

passed through it, so that it would be correctly set for when I returned towing the heavy train in the rain!  I 

thus pulled into Summit on the correct track, and stopped exactly where I was supposed to.  I was hopeful 

of still being able to do the job in five manoeuvres, and earn full marks!  But in the rain I didn’t zoom in 

close enough, and stupidly I uncoupled THREE locos instead of just the TWO I was supposed to!  So I had to 

back up and reconnect the loco I shouldn’t have taken with me, then uncouple again (just two locos this 

time!), pull forward and switch the cross-over… and by the time I got back to the Tehachapi Spur I had once 

again somehow taken 8 manoeuvres to get there!  Damn!!   Anyway, I had by this time noted down enough 

info to be able to describe the session, and taken the pics that I wanted, and that was enough for me this 

time round.  NEXT time I will try to get it all right!!!!...   

 

The last of the sessions, the “hard” one, is The DPU Push.  Once again I had no idea what DPU meant, and 

had to look it up.  For those of you who also might not know, it stands for “Distributed Power Unit”, being a 

locomotive set capable of remote control operation in conjunction with locomotive units at the train’s head 

end.  DPUs are placed in the middle or at the rear of heavy trains to help climb steep grades, particularly in 

the American West.   

“Good afternoon!  Today you have the DPU turn at Bena. Train UTLBC will shortly arrive and after he stops 

and blows his horn, you are clear to couple at the rear.  You will help push UTLBC to the town of Tehachapi. 

Dispatch will give you instructions as you get closer to Tehachapi.  It’s a busy day today so keep your eyes 

open, obey signals and speed limits, and enjoy your trip.”  

I looked up UTLBC, and found that this one WAS a specific and this time an identifiable train!  It’s the Utah 

To Long Beach Coal train, which was a regular that ran the route between 1988 and 1996.  Long Beach is 

close to (part of?) Los Angeles, so once again this is a heavily-loaded train (with coal from the mines in 

Utah) that needs to make the trip up and over the pass from the Bakersfield side, heading to Mojave and 

then on down south to LA.  Additional horsepower is then evidently required to get the heavy load up the 

pass to Tehachapi.  (With this in mind, maybe EUASY is also a geographical descriptor combining an origin 

and destination, but I can’t figure it out…) 

The session starts out with two locos standing waiting on the spur line at Bena Corral, about 16 miles out of 

Bakersfield (in the middle of nowhere!).  Once again the helper-consist is the SP SD45 and the SD40T-2, 

same as we used for the Walong Stall.  Perhaps they had trundled down from Tehachapi after our last 

session, to be there to assist this train?  Bena Corral is on the flat (only 0,39% gradient) just before the start 

of the climb up the pass, and likely the most convenient spot for hooking up the extra horsepower before 

the climb starts, thus without having a serious uphill pull-away. 



 

Page 48 of 56 

 

 

The UTLBC arrives a couple of minutes into the session, and takes a full couple of minutes to pass the 

waiting helpers (also sometimes called “bankers”), before stopping with the rear of the train just 

conveniently clear of the Bena Spur junction.  The UTLBC is headed by four SP locos (2x SD45s and 2x 

SD40T-2s).  But then there are a further two helper locos roughly in the middle of the train, both of them 

SD40T-2s.  There are 48x loaded 100 ton coal hoppers ahead of these helpers, and a further 44x loaded 

hoppers behind (the hoppers are from a wide range of railroad companies), with an SP caboose trailing at 

the back.  The train is 5,130 feet long, and weighs 9,575 tons!  It’s once again a lot of train!! 

I didn’t hear the loco horn, but the navigation marker showing to couple to the rear of the train behind the 

caboose appears.  Once the extra helpers are coupled to the train, a reminder appears, letting you know 

that you can switch between the front and rear of the train by clicking on the appropriate driver avatar in 

the Driver panel at bottom left on the computer screen. Obviously, once coupled up, it makes sense to 

travel up at the front (where the driver was Alan) rather than the rear of such a long train. 

The coupling up was completed 7 minutes into the session, and we could then pull off.  The gradient starts 

to steepen soon after leaving Bena, and is soon 1%.  The speed limit is initially 55 mph, but after less than 5 

miles it drops to 30mph as we approach Ilmon (from where there is again a double track to Caliente), with 

the gradient now at 1,5%. 

“Prepare to stop at Caliente.  M-BARRIC is coming down from Tunnel 1.  Stop just before the Caliente Spur. 

Cut out the first three cars and leave them on the spur, then reconnect your train.  You are clear to proceed 

after he has passed.”  Upon investigation, I discovered that M-BARRIC is a Manifest traveling from Barstow 

CA to Richmond CA!  (But still couldn’t find out what EUASY stands for!...)    

As I approached Caliente, M-BARRIC could be seen in the distance coming down the hill on the other side of 

the Caliente Horseshoe (lefthand pic below).  While I was dropping off the three coal hoppers (using the 

FOUR header locos to do this small shunting move!), M-BARRIC entered Caliente, passing from the single to 

the west-bound track, and passed through Caliente, freeing me to leave and enter the horseshoe loop 

(righthand pic below).    
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The next instruction “Proceed to Rowen” appeared, as well as the allocation of 1 star and 600 points.  The 

session had taken a bit over half an hour at this stage, and I’d only travelled 9,2 miles.  Leaving Caliente, it’s 

single track, passing through a couple of tunnels, to Bealeville, where there is again a double track passing 

loop, and then back to single track between Bealeville and Cliff West.  The speed limit drops to 25mph as 

the route becomes even more twisting (remaining at 25mph until Cable). 

At Cliff West we passed a Santa Fe TOFC train very considerately holding at the red light to allow us up the 

pass through the single line section (pic right).   At Rowen we were not so lucky!  “Another meet is planned 

for you at Rowen with WCPTM.  You will take the siding.  The 

junction has already been set for you.  After WCPTM passes, 

switch the junction and proceed.”  I was able to identify 

WCPTM as being a Manifest travelling from West Colton 

(also part of the Greater Los Angeles area, like Long Beach) 

to Portland.  It thus seems that trains were identified in 

different ways, at different times by different railroads, but 

each train has its “name”.  Having to stop at Rowen and wait 

for WCPTM to pass meant a very slow uphill pull-off once he 

was past.   

Then came the instruction to “Proceed 

to Walong”.  So we’re getting closer to 

the Loop, and Tehachapi is then just up 

the road…  We left Rowen after 1 hour 

and six minutes on the go, pulling off on 

a 1,95% uphill grade.  Passing by the 

small town of Keene I was impressed by 

quite an imposing building just off to 

the southwest of the track, where the 

line does another 180° looping curve 

(pic above).  It looked a bit like a Buddhist retreat centre, but turned out to have originally been an old 

sanatorium, which was now the national headquarters of the United Farm Workers trade union!  It’s a fancy 

building, but in a teeny pissy little town in the middle of nowhere!  But it’s for real.  It’s there today on 

Google Earth!  Today there is a bit more development at Keene, including a building housing the Cesar 
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Chavez Foundation, and now also the Cesar Chavez National Monument – he was the oke that founded the 

UFW, apparently…  

As we were approaching Walong, we received further instructions.  “DOBKU will not fit on the Walong 

siding.  You will take the siding.  Junction has been set for you.  After DOBKU passes, switch the junction and 

proceed.”  Damn!  Another stop, and yet ANOTHER up-hill pull-away!  Once again, DOBKU was an 

identifiable train.  DOBKU was known as an “oil can”, a unit train of oil tankers interconnected for ease of 

filling, running from Seco (west of Bakersfield) to Carson (site of a Shell oil refinery, down near Long Beach).  

It was interesting to see, as the empty DOBKU passed by, that the interconnection hoses were at the level 

above the top of the tanks, something that I had never encountered before, but which makes a lot of sense, 

on reflection.  (I had had a DOBKU pass by in a couple of the other sessions, but always at speed and had 

never thought to closely inspect it.)  Apparently, by 1996, the west end of this DOBKU run had moved to a 

pipeline-connected loading facility just south of Mojave. Within a couple of years after that, the entire fuel 

flow moved by pipeline and the “oil cans” stopped running. 

 

So once again I had to head to the siding, at Walong, as 

I emerged from Tunnel 9 into the Tehachapi Loop, and 

hold at the red light and wait for the DOBKU “oil can” 

to arrive and continue on down the hill.  Once the 

DOBKU train was past, an hour and 28 minutes into the 

run, I switched the junction to rejoin the mainline and 

could pull out of Walong and back onto the single track 

to Marcel, staying on the mainline, and then on to 

Cable.  

I had received the final instruction – “Proceed to 

Tehachapi.  Stop at signal 363,2.  Decouple the bankers, 

and cross over to the Tehachapi Spur and park.”   No mention about switching junctions.  Up to now the 

junctions had all been set ahead of me, even where there had been a specific instruction to take to the 

siding.  Approaching Cable (where the dual track into Tehachapi begins) I once again found myself headed 

the wrong way up the west-bound line!  THAT junction had not been pre-set for me! 
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I zoomed out to check the line ahead, and found that Ami, one of the drivers, with just a 3-loco consist 

trailing a caboose, was ahead of me on the west-bound line, and headed towards me.  My signal status 

showed that there was a red signal 1,4 miles ahead.  I then found that Ami was having to hold at the signal 

just before the Cable cross-over, which was where my 

red signal was located.  I was able to slow my train in 

good time, switch the Cable cross-over junctions, my 

light turned to green long before I needed to stop, 

and I was able to make the switch over to the east-

bound track (avoiding Ami!), and proceed to 

Tehachapi (actually all the way to Summit, which was 

where signal 363,2 was situated) without further 

incident, and stop exactly where the navigation 

marker showed. 

It was then a simple matter of clicking back on the avatar for “Adair” (driver of the bankers – I’d been “Alan” 

while driving at the head of the train), which took me all the way to the back of the train.  I uncoupled from 

UTLBC, leaving it to continue on its way without me, switched the junctions to be able to reverse and cross 

over onto the west-bound line, and travelled back to Tehachapi, where the junction was already set for me 

to enter the spur.  I finally parked the banker locos after 2 hours and 12 minutes of elapsed time, and 36,8 

miles of travel.  That had also taken considerably longer than the anticipated 1 hour and 40 minutes!  I was 

awarded just 3 stars and 1350 points… 

But there was really nothing “hard” about driving the session at all!  And I can only assume that I didn’t get 

a “perfect score” because of the trip taking longer than it was meant to, and my tiny slip-up at Cable.  As far 

as I was concerned, 

everything else went 

perfectly to schedule!... 

I love these geographically 

prototypical routes where I 

can follow the route on 

Google Earth, and see all 

of the current detail (even 

including the doubling-up 

construction under way 

between Walong and 

Marcel, visible *the light 

grey area+ in the pic 

alongside), and compare it 

to the graphics of the 

Trainz session!  I’ve 

certainly learnt a lot about the geography of southern California while running this route, and a few more 

things of interest concerning American trains, even if there was (sadly ) very little shunting to do!  
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By…. No-one again this month!...      

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 2020 November Jean Dulez 

 2020 December No contribution (no one was nominated..…) 

 2021 January  No contribution – Theuns dropped the ball!, and so I challenged Glynn… 

 2021 February  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2021 March  Shane Brinkley 

 2021 April  Mark asked for a month’s grace, and then another couple….  

 2021 August  Mark Peddle (who then challenged Craig…) 

 2021 September … waiting.. 

 2021 October  Craig Beretta 

 

Craig has now challenged ………………………. ?????    We’ll have to wait and see…!! 

 

 



 

Page 54 of 56 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

Mark revised the 2021 Duty Roster, due to some changes to the Key Holders, as well as the inclusion of 

Tuesday evening activities.   The revised roster was circulated to members by email.  

Here is the revised Key Duty Roster for the remainder of this year…. .  

  Date Name   Date Name 

5 Sat 30-10 Colin A 1 Wed 3-11 Clive S 

1 Sat 6-11 Ash P 2 Wed 10-11 Colin A 

2 Sat 13-11 Johan dV 3 Wed 17-11 Jean D 

3 Sat 20-11 Theuns W 4 Wed 24-11 Brian D 

4 Sat 27-11 Glynn C 1 Wed 1-12 Clive S 

1 Sat 4-12 John B 2 Wed 8-12 Colin A 

2 Sat 11-12 Mark P 3 Wed 15-12 Brian D 

3 Sat 18-12 Kobus P 4 Wed 22-12 Jean D 

4 Sat 25-12 Santa Claus? 5 Wed 29-12 Jan K 

1 Sat 1-01 ………………… 1 Wed 5-01 ……………………… 

2   2   

3   3   

4   4   

      

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (please don’t turn off 

the one closest to the window *left-hand switch powering the IR+, as the right-hand switch powers the 

Security Gate lock!!!).  

Mark is responsible for the roster – for any changes that need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just 

swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, and let Mark know what you have arranged.  
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Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Monday 1st November  Local Elections!  Public Holiday…  Run trains?? 

 Saturday 20th November  Virtual Swap Meet (www.crossroadshobbies.co.za  website) 

 Tuesday 30th November Evening Running – British Trains (Theuns W hosting) 

 Saturday 4th December  EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 Saturday 11th December PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria ????? (probably not…) 

 ??? ????    The Great Model Train Expo  NOW POSTPONED INDEFINITELY 

 

2021 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

http://www.crossroadshobbies.co.za/
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za
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THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2021 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
FEES ARE CURRENTLY R450,00 FOR SINGLE MEMBER, R675,00 FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP.  IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID YOUR 2021 SUBSCRIPTION, YOUR FEES 
ARE NOW SERIOUSLY OVERDUE!!! 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND NOT 
“EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE UNIDENTIFIABLE MEMBER HAS DONE IN THE PAST…    


