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Chairman’s Message – October 2021 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello everyone. 

Yes, again, the newsletter has had to wait for the Chairman to write this message.  In a way, I am thankful, 

as we have now had the Swap Meet and I actually have something to write about!  

Yes, we had our September Swap Meet one month later, now into October to dodge Covid and resultant 

regulations.  I must say I was very pleased with both the trader and buyer turnout!  Agreed, it was not the 

best or greatest we have had, but a good turnout nonetheless.  Historically, I would always have given our 

Swap Meets an eight or nine out of ten.  This time I would give it a seven.  It started off slower than normal, 

then suddenly peaked where I thought to myself “Wow – there is quite a turnout!”, and then it died down 

just as quickly.  This is arguably the second time where we have let everyone tear down half an hour earlier. 

I must say, it certainly looked like everyone who did attend really enjoyed themselves.  And, I must say, so 

did I.  It is really great getting out and meeting friends face to face! 

As for the club, it has also been on the back-burner as such with folk being cautious about Covid.  Now we 

are back to Level One, we will hopefully see more participation!  I for one have finally crested a precipice of 

stress and anxiety work-wise and in other areas, so that I will once again be visiting the club more often.  

Finally, I must apologise that my signalling article series does not start this month – again, just too hectic 
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and too much on my plate.  But watch out for it next month… 

Anyway, hopefully we will see you all at the club in the not-too-distant future, but, in the meantime, 

continue modelling and have fun.  

Thanks folks and keep well. 

Glynn Chamberlain. 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Swap Meets Update 

With the Covid Third Wave dragging on endlessly, and Alert Level 3 regulations in place at the time, we 

postponed our Swap Meet… and a good thing we did too.   The restriction on numbers allowed at gather-

ings, under Level 3, would have meant just 50 people allowed at indoor gatherings, and that would just not 

have been feasible! 

Fortunately the Covid new-infection levels dropped steadily, and we moved to Level 2 during mid-

September (250 people now allowed at indoor gatherings!), and then, just in time, on Thursday 30th Sep-

tember, two days before the planned Swap Meet on 2nd October, Uncle Cyril announced that we would 

move to Level 1 from 1st October, and that 750 people would be allowed at indoor gatherings!  I don’t think 

that was because he had heard that we wanted to hold a Swap Meet, but more likely because he and some 

of his colleagues are wanting to do some electioneering, and bigger crowds would make this more worth 

their while…   Anyway, it worked to our advantage as well, and as Glynn suggests above, we were able to 

host a “reasonable” (a 7/10 version!) physical Swap Meet again! 
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We had 14 traders participating, with 45 tables between them.  Some of the bigger names were still not 

present (no Craig’s Models, no Dreamtrains, no Johan dV, and – of course – sadly there’s no more Dick the 

Tree Man *due to his tragic passing away+…), but there was still a great diversity of traders, and plenty of 

super goodies on offer.  I know that there was FAR more there that I would LIKE to have bought, than what 

I had budget for!!  Once again, I was seduced into buying even more of those little British wagons, even 

though I already really have far more than I need, and more than my “British” train storage box can now 

hold…  I must STOP now!!  But I had recently bought two more digital British locos (one of ColinTT’s Black 

5s, from JohnB, and a lovely little GWR pannier tank engine from Mervyn), so perhaps I did need to expand 

my freight wagon fleet… (well, at least, that’s the excuse I keep telling myself, and I’m sticking to it!).    

I’m not sure if we had anywhere near 750 people attending, even during the “attendance peak”, and per-

haps the miserable weather and the occasional pouring rain had something to do with that…  (At least the 

wind wasn’t howling through the Mall as it has done previously!)  Or perhaps people are still being very 

cautious because of the Covid threat…  But ja, buyer attendance was down on what we had hoped for… 

Many, many thanks to all the members that came to assist with setting up the tables (and to Mark for al-

lowing us a slightly later set-up time!).  And then Jimmy and I were upstairs busy running trains and enter-

taining curious members of the public, when Glynn suddenly arrived back upstairs with the trolley and the 

boxes of tablecloths, just as I was getting ready to come downstairs to help with packing up (seriously!)…  

And it was already all over!... 

Our next physical Swap Meet is scheduled for Saturday 4th December, making it soon after November 

payday, and in good time to be doing some shopping for (your own!) Christmas stocking fillers!  And we’re 

desperately hoping that Covid’s “Fourth Wave” will not be upon us at that time!  Hopefully the Covid num-

bers will stay down, and we are allowed to host gatherings of more than 50 people!). 

Crossroads Hobbies had held their second Virtual Swap Meet on Saturday 11th September.  It was sad to 

see just five traders participating (one fewer than for their previous one).  I firmly believe that it would be 

to all the traders’ advantage to participate, and to go to the trouble to draw up the required stocklists, as a 

means of putting their wares “out there” even when gathering numbers are restricted.   

I chatted with Yolande about it this past Saturday, and she said that they were happy that awareness of the 

Virtual Swap Meets was growing, and that there had been 

increased participation in the second one.  They are plan-

ning on making the “Virtual Swap Meet” a regular (quar-

terly) event, and we are sure that it will grow in time as 

ever more people become aware of them, and more com-

fortable with the new “system” of buying stuff there 

online.  As she pointed out, the sales don’t just happen on 

the day during the “official” three hours of the meet – 

they keep happening afterwards too, as a result of the 

continued exposure of the traders through their stocklists 

(and their contact details) remaining on the Crossroads 

website for some time after the Swap Meet date, apart 

from the contacts made during the Swap Meet hours.   



 

Page 4 of 45 

 

The next Virtual Swap Meet is scheduled for 20th November (two weeks before our physical one).  Mean-

while – check out Crossroads Hobbies on Facebook and “Follow” their page, and make a note of their web-

site address – www.crossroadshobbies.co.za – and then start checking their website from a week ahead of 

the scheduled date, and check out the trader stocklists when they appear there.  I am SO glad that I did for 

the last one, as that’s where I saw JohnB advertising that he had some of ColinTT’s locos for sale.  I was into 

John’s breakout room as soon as it was opened on the Swap Meet day, and made my purchase!!!  

Tuesday Evening Running At The Club 

Yay!! The September “European (Continental, including Swiss )” evening running at the club happened!  

It also wasn’t particularly well supported, but at least it happened!  And those that were there enjoyed 

themselves!    

Our next scheduled evening running session will be our American Evening, on Tuesday 26th October.  If I’m 

not in Namibia at the time, I WILL be there!  (I don’t have any Continental trains, which is why I wasn’t there 

for the past one.)   Hopefully there will be a few more members both keen and available to run their 

American trains (Jimmy, it’s not just you and me with Americans, is it?) to make it a worthwhile evening! 

Then the final evening session for this year (remember, it’s last Tuesday evenings of the month), starting 

at 17h30 and running until around 20h30 (but always subject to any further Covid-19 Lockdown or 

restrictions that may apply), will be our British evening on Tuesday 30th November.   And if you’re keen to 

join in, but don’t have any British trains of your own, I’ve got a few to spare (and plenty of little wagons!!, 

as explained above), and I’m more than happy to let you run them!   

Club Communications Media (our routine monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members / posted on the Whatsapp Chatgroup once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who 

have requested such, are emailed a copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also 

housed in the club library (in a blue file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent or “special” that you need to be notified 

about.  You need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list…  Let Glynn know if you aren’t 

receiving mails this way, and believe you should be. 

 

http://www.crossroadshobbies.co.za/
http://www.emrig.co.za/
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Steam Engine Move 

- Heritage steam engines trade rail for road to get to new home 

By Paul Ash (article copied from RSSA’s “On Track” Newsletter of September 2021,  

but originally published in Times Live on 27th August 2021) 

On 25th August, Theuns Wessels posted a fascinating video to our club’s Whatsapp chatgroup, taken as a 

massive lowbed trailer, loaded with a Garratt loco, passed by, somewhere in the Free State…  Wow!!!!! 

A massive GMAM Garratt locomotive arrives at its new home….  

Motorists on the road between Bloemfontein and Ficksburg in the eastern Free State on Wednesday 25th 

August 2021 would have witnessed the spectacle of a 160-ton steam locomotive rattling eastward on the 

back of a 19-axle lowbed trailer.  The locomotive, one of four owned by the Sandstone Heritage Trust, a 

private collection of locomotives and vehicles based on a farm near Ficksburg, was heading to its new home 

on the farm after two decades of languishing outside Bloemfontein's former steam locomotive depot.  

While Transnet's national collection of heritage locomotives and other rolling stock is kept at Bloemfontein 

behind locked gates, the four locomotives were outside the property and vulnerable to scrap thieves, said 

Sandstone marketing manager Dave Richardson.   

 

Image: Sandstone Heritage Trust – GMAM 4114 on lowbed 
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“We felt the assets would be safer at the farm, `" he said.  

With their copper pipes, brass controls and other valuable metal components, many of SA's surviving steam 

locomotives have been stripped for scrap by metal thieves in recent years.  In 2013, locomotives owned by 

the now-defunct SA National Rail and Steam Museum, kept at unprotected sites near Krugersdorp, had to 

be scrapped after suffering irreparable damage at the hands of metal thieves.  

Though there is an existing rail link between Bloemfontein and Ficksburg, moving the locomotives by road 

was an easier option.  “We didn't believe that the line between Bloemfontein and Ficksburg was really open 

for use,” said Richardson.  “And even when we got to the farm, it's still 3km from the nearest siding.  We 

would have had to have all these trucks anyway.” 

While three of the four engines could be disassembled into more manageable components by separating 

the locomotive from its coal-and-water tender, moving the 30m-long GMAM-class Garratt locomotive pre-

sented the owners with a technical headache.   

Garratts are articulated locomotives with the boiler and cab connected by pivots to an engine unit at each 

end.  “Splitting it would have been a hell of a job,” said Richardson, adding that heavy cranes would have 

been required to complete the process.  (…and would have been required at the other end for the re-

assembly as well!) 

 After some minor delays with the traffic permits, GMAM 4114 finally got on its way.  

To load the locomotive onto the special trailer involved laying rail tracks on a second, conventional trailer 

and using it as a ramp up which to winch the engine onto the lowbed.  “I believe this is the first time it's 

ever been done,” he said.  

The convoy, which included multiple escort vehicles, took a full day to cover the 210km from Bloemfontein 

to the farm.  

After missing the turn-off to the farm, the lowbed had to continue another 20km to Fouriesburg, where the 

road widened enough to allow it to turn around, Richardson said.  

“The other locomotives went on conventional trucks,” he added.  Three of the four had been moved from 

Bloemfontein by Friday, with the remaining engine due to move the following week.  

Sandstone has no plans to restore and operate the four locomotives in the near future.  While the farm has 

a 24km-long working railway, it is a different gauge to the 1,065 mm gauge used by the four engines.  

Seen below - one of the three conventional engines (Class 24 #3688) is winched onto a lowbed in Bloem-

fontein for the journey to the eastern Free State.  
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Image: Sandstone Heritage Trust – Class 24 #3688 being loaded 

Sandstone owns other mainline locomotives, which are now stored on a siding on the farm, as well as a 

former steam engine depot in Gauteng.  

“We really don't have the wherewithal or even the motivation to run mainline trains,” said Richardson. “It's 

not our business.  We are better self-contained on our two-foot (610mm) gauge and we are within the 

rules and regulations of the rail safety regulator.”  

It was not impossible that one of the four locomotives, which is in operating condition, could be used by 

other heritage rail operators. “We've had many enquiries. But it's a matter of cost and it's hard to say what 

the market value is on a lease or a purchase.”  

SA's privately run steam train operators have battled to run trains in recent years due to escalating costs, 

safety issues and restricted access to the country's rail network.    [ends] 

 

Editor’s Note: I was curious to know just how such a big, heavy, cumbersome item could be loaded onto 

such a lowbed… When I checked the Sandstone Estates website, I found a series of articles describing the 

move of the various locos, which also included numerous excellent photos (and a description) of the loading 

process… Check out www.sandstone-estates.com for the articles and further pics and videos… 

“It is believed that this is the largest locomotive ever moved by road in South Africa, and unusually the 

GMAM has not been split into its component parts. Some clever logistics by Mercor Transport and Munro 

Transport has enabled the loco to be placed on the massive multi-axle trailer in one piece.  Avoiding the use 

of heavy and expensive cranes was key, and by utilising a second gooseneck lowbed trailer as a loading 

ramp, 4114 was safely loaded (winched) on to the multi-axle trailer without damage to any of the pivots, 

which is always a risk when moving Garratt locomotives.  4114 weighs 160 tons devoid of coal and water, 

http://www.sandstone-estates.com/
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and is just under 29 metres long.” 

 

 

Another of the locos moved to Sandstone was Class 19D #2654, which was loaded (loco and tender 

separately) onto two other lowbed trailers.  The bottom two pics below show the loading system (rails 

welded to the gooseneck- and the other trailer beds) in a bit more detail…  
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Producing Realistic-looking Water 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

 
 

Producing realistic-looking water surfaces on model train layouts can be a tricky business…  But I believe I 
have worked out how to get it right… 
 
Here is how I started my harbour on my layout. 
 

Preparation of the base before pouring is very important, be it for a harbour, river or lake. 

 
There was a lot of negativity about the Woodland Scenics Realistic water on the web from some guys where 

they had problems with it.  But if one follows the instructions properly, and stick to the depth that they 

suggest or less (3mm max), then you will achieve a good result, as seen in the pics below. 

 
If deeper water is needed (as in my case below), then pour as many layers as are required to get the depth 

needed.  I have poured 3 layers so far, and I still need to pour 2 more layers to achieve the result (depth) 
that I am looking for. 

 
The most important thing to remember is – do not shake the bottle before pouring, as this creates air 
bubbles which are difficult to remove. 

 
Remember that there is no heat involved in this product, and therefore no shrinkage.  Although it may 
appear hard to the touch, do not place anything on it that will need to be moved, as it will sink slightly and 

will be very difficult to remove (I am talking from experience on this!). 
 
I have been using this product since it came out many years ago, and swear by it. 

 
I hope this helps for those who are not sure about a water product. 

 
Please note that, if anyone has any questions about any of my projects or my layout, they can email me at 
my email address - brianmessenger@icloud.com. 
 
Until next time – keep modelling. 

Brian 

The HOn3 guy in Knysna 

mailto:brianmessenger@icloud.com
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How It All Began For Me… 

By Kevin Chamberlain  

 

Editor’s Note:  As John B mentioned in his introduction to this series, in his “starter” article in our May news-

letter, I had made brief mention of how I started out in the hobby in an article I wrote for our April 2021 

newsletter, about a five-year-old girl and her enthusiasm for model trains and for Thomas the Tank Engine in 

particular.  That gave John the idea!  We feel that this is a subject which every club member (and hopefully 

also other readers and contributors!) could write about, and so at least provide one article for the newsletter 

each month, much like the Water Tower Challenge is intended to do.  So, hopefully, each month, someone 

will write for us, and someone new will be challenged!  So far it’s making for really fascinating reading!.....   

Those who have told us their stories so far are: John B (May 2021), Jimmy M (June 2021), Colin A (July 2021), 

Kobus P (Aug 2021), and Mia van Breda (Sept 2021).  Mia challenged Rene’ Bosch, but his article’s not ready 

for us yet, so meantime here’s Kevin Chamberlain’s story (he sent this to me a month or so back, and I kept it 

to use for just such an occasion!   Thanks, Kevin!!!!)…  

 

After reading a number of the back issues of the EMRIG newsletters, and reading the stories of how the 

other modellers started in this fantastic hobby, I decided to share my story of how it all began for me.  

As children growing up in Bulawayo (in then Rhodesia), my brother Glynn and myself had an early 

introduction to trains, as Bulawayo was a major centre for rail transport in the country.  Mum and Dad 

would take us to the railway station to look at the trains when they arrived and departed on the way to 

Salisbury, Botswana and South Africa.  As the locomotive repair shops were close to the station, we would 

take detours to see all the action that was happening there. There was always a fabulous collection of 

locomotives to see including the legendary Garratt steam locomotive and DE2 diesel locomotives, to name 

a few.  
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As Bulawayo was a key hub for 

rail transport in Southern 

Africa, one of the largest 

marshalling yards was situated 

west of the city, namely the 

Mpopoma Yard.  Mum would 

park the car next to an elevated 

bridge so that us kids could get 

out and stand on the bridge 

from where we had a fantastic 

view of the yard in the distance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another attraction was the Bulawayo 

Railway Museum that had a fantastic 

collection of old steam and diesel 

locomotives as well as coaches and other 

museum exhibits.  

One of my last experiences of the Rhodesian 

Railways, and possibly one of the best for 

me, was a day spent with my best buddy 

from school.  The two of us, probably fifteen 

years old at the time, decided to set out 

early one Saturday morning on our bicycles 

to ride from our homes to the railway 

station, a distance of over thirty kilometres.  On the way we went past the Locomotive repair sheds, the 

railway museum and freight car graveyards.  At any point on our journey, if we noticed something train-

related, we would take a detour and see what was going on.  

We eventually reached the railway station, where we got off the bikes and walked along the platform, 

chatted and generally had a great time.  On our way home we were hungry, so we stopped for a pie and a 

Coke at one of the petrol station kiosks.  We surely travelled a great distance that day but had a great time.  

As young teenagers, I remember Glynn becoming involved in model trains when he bought some Lima 

freight cars and a locomotive on one of our holidays to South Africa.  This he added to some of Dad’s 
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collection that was found in the top of one of the cupboards.  I never went that route, rather settling on 

Scalectrix racing cars which were popular at the time back then.  

Fast forward to 1993... Glynn and myself had made our way to South Africa as the “Zimbabwe politics” 

made many young men decide to leave the county of our birth.  I was working as an electrical maintenance 

manager in a cable factory and at the same time I was attending the evening classes at the Johannesburg 

Technical College to get my National Technical Diploma in Electrical Engineering.  After many years of 

studying I had finally written the exam for the final subject and was busy waiting for the results.  It was at 

this point that I sat and considered what was next.  There were no more subjects required, and I was 

honestly tired of studying.  

I gave some thought about taking up a hobby, as now I had a lot of spare time on my hands, but was not 

sure what would get my interest.  During one of my lunch breaks while I was working at the cable factory in 

Jeppe which is close to Johannesburg, I quickly drove to the Carlton Centre in the middle of the city as they 

still had one of the best CNA stores back in those days.  While I was browsing through the hobby magazines, 

the July 1993 copy of the Continental Modeller magazine was on display.  The picture of the N Scale Layout 

on the cover hooked me, and the rest is history.    

Needless to say, I bought the magazine and spent the 

rest of the week getting to know more about what 

products were available.  In those days the internet 

was not what it is today, so I searched the yellow 

pages looking for model train shops in Johannesburg.  

I came across the Shunting Yard, owned by George 

Lagoudis, when he still had the shop on Rissik Street in 

central Johannesburg.  After chatting with George I 

took home some product-release fliers for the 

Fleishmann Piccolo range of N Scale Model Trains.  

One week later, on the following Saturday, I went to 

see George again.  There was only a small selection of 

N scale trains available in the store but nothing that I 

wanted, so George sent an order for me to his 

overseas supplier for a small steam locomotive, about 

five freight cars, an oval of track and a power supply.  
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Two weeks later I got the call to say that the parcel had arrived.  By the time I got home I had already had an 

8ft x 4ft sheet of 9mm plywood in the spare bedroom ready for the trains.  I had now begun my journey 

into the hobby.  Soon after getting my simple oval with a few trains up and running, Glynn and his wife 

Lindsay came over to my house for dinner.  I took them into the spare room to show them what I had 

bought, and this I am sure re-kindled the passion for model trains in Glynn.  It did not take him too long to 

buy his first trains and a couple of Model Railroader magazines.  Glynn however had taken a bit longer to 

decide what route he was going to take, and he settled on the American trains.  

After seeing the American trains for the first time I made the decision to also model the American outline as 

there was a greater modelling potential by following this route.  By this time I had added a few more freight 

cars to my Fleishmann collection, but it did not take me long to sell them.  I then placed the order for my 

first two American locomotives, which were the Kato SD 45s in the Burlington Northern paint scheme, from 

a company called Train Masters in New 

Jersey, USA.  

From that point forward I have accumulated 

a fair collection of model trains.  I, together 

with Glynn and a number of our friends, was 

instrumental in forming the Cape N Track 

club in Cape Town.  After moving back to 

Johannesburg I eventually joined EMRIG.  I 

was not in the club for long when I attended 

the first AGM held at the Checkers Centre in 

Benoni.  The subject came up about what the club planned to do for the upcoming Hobbytech show at the 

John Barrable Hall later that year.  It was agreed that there was too much work involved in dismantling the 

club layout to take to the show.  The decision was then made to build two “BendTrack” layouts, one for HO 

Scale and the other for N Scale.  Glynn, Peter Fish and myself got started on the N Scale layout, and since 

completion both exhibition layouts have been used at a number of shows.  

On my personal train journey I started to build my first layout at our home in Kempton Park.  I did not get 

too far with it when the decision was made to sell the house and move to a secure estate in Benoni.  I was 

in the process of building my second layout, which I had the pleasure of showing off to the club members 

on two occasions during our club layout visits arranged by the club chairman at the time, Colin Tanner-

Tremaine.  
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In 2018 we got the news that my wife’s two sons were planning to leave South Africa and head over to the 

United States of America with their father.  My wife decided that we must investigate if it was possible for 

us to do the same as she wanted to be close to the sons and grandchild.  It was possible, and this led to my 

layout having to be dismantled and sold.  I kept one of the modules from my layout, which went into the 

container to be included in my next layout.  

We are now happily settled in the State of Texas and I am running my own Model Train Store.  Luckily for me 

the barn that houses the store has an upstairs attic that measures nine meters by four meters.  I have 

therefore designed a layout to fit into this space, and recently started the enjoyable process of building it. I 

hope to share this process with you by submitting further articles to the EMRIG newsletter in the future.  

 

 

Thank you for submitting this article for us, Kevin!  (and to anyone else who wishes to do so, please feel free! 
– I love having extra *unsolicited+ articles “up my sleeve”, for occasions such as this.) 

And with Mia having challenged Rene’ Bosch, we look forward to reading Rene’s story next month…  
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Running Trainz Virtually – 15: Settle and Carlisle 

By Brian Dawson 

Yes, okay – I relented!  After my rather mediocre, disappointing experiences with the British ECML (East 

Coast Main Line) route which came as a part of the T:ANE package that I bought originally (described in my 

article in the February 2021 newsletter), I kind of went off the idea of running any further British routes.  

“Been there, done that…”  And after that, pretty much everything that I had bought as add-ons to my T:ANE 

package was American, and most of them were smaller “operational” routes.  

But then, when I was looking for some more routes, at the end of June this year, having basically run out of 

new things to try, I had a look at the N3V Games website (www.trainzportal.com) when once again they 

advertised that they had financial year-end “specials” on sale, to see if there was anything that I particularly 

fancied.  There were a couple more American routes (one set in Nebraska, the other in Mojave in southern 

California, which I’ll probably tell you about next), both at bargain basement prices, that I was interested in.  

And then something else caught my eye – a route called “Settle and Carlisle”, and once again it was only 

$6,99 (R89,26) for the route.  The Carlisle part immediately told me it was British (I had no idea where 

Settle was), but I decided to have a look at what it included anyway. 

I was most surprised to see that, for that price, the route included 25 sessions!  And then the biggest 

attraction was the indication that at least some of them were “operational” routes, with shunting to be 

done!  The name Settle & Carlisle seemed to ring a bell…  Initially I thought that it was one of the tourist 

train trips that Carl Andrews had undertaken during his visit to the UK, and about which he’d maybe written 

in his Water Tower Challenge article in the October 2017 newsletter.  But when I checked his article, I found 

that it wasn’t.  Yes, he went up from England to Scotland by train (as I had remembered), but he travelled 

via a different route.  It was the mention of beautiful stone arch viaducts (in the Settle – Carlisle promo) that 

had made me think of his article – but he had travelled on the West Coast Main Line, from Manchester to 

Scotland (which route does also pass through Carlisle!), and passed over (and photographed) the renowned 

Glenfinnan viaduct (which is in Scotland) on that trip.  But why was the name sounding so familiar? 

And so I needed to find out more about the Settle and Carlisle route, and turned to Wikipedia for info. 

The Settle–Carlisle line (also known as the Settle and Carlisle *S&C+) is a 73-mile-long (117 km) main railway 

line in northern England.  The route, which crosses the remote, scenic regions of the Yorkshire Dales and the 

North Pennines, runs between Settle Junction, on the Leeds to Morecambe line, and Carlisle, near the 

English-Scottish border.  The historic line was constructed in the 1870s and has several notable tunnels and 

viaducts such as the imposing Ribblehead Viaduct.  

The line is managed by Network Rail.  All passenger services are operated by Northern apart from 

temporary diverted services (due to closures of the West Coast Main Line) and are part of the National Rail 

network. Stations serve towns such as Settle in North Yorkshire, Appleby-in-Westmoreland in Cumbria and 

other small rural communities along its route.  

In the 1980s, British Rail planned to close the Settle–Carlisle line.  This prompted a campaign to save the line 

by rail groups, enthusiasts, local authorities and residents along the route.  In 1989, the UK government 

http://www.trainzportal.com/
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announced the line would be saved from closure.  Since then, passenger numbers had grown steadily to 1.2 

million in 2012.  Eight formerly closed stations have been reopened and several quarries have been 

reconnected to the line.  It remains one of the most popular railway routes in the UK for charter trains and 

specials. 

So somewhere I’ve probably heard of it as a tourist train trip.  

But the mention of Leeds and the Yorkshire Dales particularly 

intrigued me.  My mother was born and raised in Leeds, and 

that’s where my parents were married before they came out 

to South Africa in 1950 (my father was a South African, but he 

had been studying in the UK after the war, and that’s when he 

met my mother).  So I’m actually 50% a Yorkshireman, and my 

wife and I had visited England and toured the Yorkshire Moors 

and Dales as I first explored my heritage some years ago (in 

1980).  We hadn’t travelled on any trains while we were in the 

UK (other than the Tube in London itself), choosing rather to 

hire a car and self-drive, and we’d travelled quite a bit around 

Yorkshire, while based at my (then) only surviving UK aunt’s 

house in a small town just north of Leeds.  And when we 

watch “Escape to the Country” on DSTV, Yorkshire is an area 

that we find particularly attractive (once you get out of the 

cities!), perhaps our favourite part of the UK.  So I guess there 

was a bit of a connection there!... 

So with the Yorkshire connection and all, and the added promise of some “operations” to conduct, I decided 

to buy the route! 

The “Settle n Carlisle” (SnC for short) actually downloaded as five “routes”, covering portions of the line 

from Skipton (a town to the southeast of Settle, and nearly halfway between Settle and Leeds), through 

Settle and up to Carlisle.  One of the routes does actually cover the full route length, but the other four 

cover just portions of the line, dividing it up into smaller geographic regions (thus making for shorter, more 

manageable runs, unlike the looooooooooong 4-hour London to Edinburgh trip of the ECML!).  There is a 

major watershed (part of the Pennine mountains) at the border between North Yorkshire and Cumbria (the 

county to the northwest, between North Yorkshire and Scotland).  The highpoint on the route at Ais Gill lies 

about midway between the towns of Kirkby Stephen and Garsdale.  The two southern portions of the line 

are thus generally up-grade.  The next one covers the upland region around the watershed, and the 

northern one is then down-grade on the run in to Carlisle near the Scottish border.   

The five “routes” provided are the following:       

SnC Carlisle – Skipton This is the one that covers the whole length of the route, from Skipton in the south 

right up to Carlisle. 

Then, moving from south to north… 

SnC Craven District The southernmost of the four sections, from Skipton to Settle. 
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SnC Ribblesdale This section covers from Settle northwards to the Pennines. 

SnC Yorkshire Dales This section covers the upland Pennine “middle” region, as far as Appleby. 

SnC Vale of Eden This is the northern section, from the Pennines (from Appleby) down to Carlisle.   

 

The Settle n Carlisle is set in the transition period from steam to diesel (I’m guessing it’s the 1960s), so there 

are both steam- and diesel-powered trains to run, and “AI” trains drawn by both motive power types also 

travel past on the mainlines during the sessions. 

A “different” feature of these SnC routes (not seen in any of the other routes I have run to date) is that, in 

some cases, there are “ride” vs “drive it” options!  These are two versions of the same session…  For the 

“ride” version, everything is set up and just happens automatically, and there is no train-driving involved at 

all – it’s just a matter of starting the session, and then sitting back and “enjoying the ride” (and the scenery), 

and not even regulating speed!, as the session drives itself.  Where shunting is involved, the shunting “just 

happens”, and you sit back and watch the sequence of moves.  Then, afterwards, you can run the same 

session but in the “drive” version, having watched an example of how to do it right!  (Or alternatively you 

can just run the “drive” session, and work it all out for yourself!)  Not every session is duplicated in this way, 

however.  And then there are also “steam vs diesel” options, where you can choose to run what amounts to 
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the same session (same route and rolling stock and same activities) but choosing between a diesel or a 

steam locomotive to provide the power.  So because of these “duplications”, there are not really 25 distinct 

sessions, but there was definitely still more than enough to keep me happy and occupied for many hours!   

Given the time period in which these sessions are set, all the goods wagons on the routes are the old teeny 

two-axle wagons (10 or 12 tonners) like the little ones that I run on my own British trains at the club, which 

then gives it a nice “familiar” feel!  There’s even a Class 24 diesel or two that look very similar and sound 

identical to my own Class 25 “Rat” (that very distinctive low-revving Sulzer diesel engine beat), which travel 

past on occasion.   

Once again, animation is rather limited, compared to some of the American routes I’m more used to 

running.  But the vehicles do move around (they suddenly appear out of no-where, drive along a road for a 

while, and then just as suddenly disappear!).  With the landscape setting being predominantly rural, there 

are lots of very narrow roads, and even many “twee spoor” farm tracks.  A rather unusual phenomenon is to 

see that the vehicles all travel on just the left half of these narrow roads and tracks (i.e. half off the road), 

not just moving across onto that half when passing other vehicles – all the time they’re driving just half on 

the road, half on the verge!  Once again there are occasional sewerage works with agitators stirring the 

ponds (just like there were in the ECML route *maybe it’s the same programme author?+).  There is the 

ubiquitous smoke being emitted from chimney stacks at factories and power stations and houses.  And 

then, being Britain in the 1960s, the railside signals are mostly of the semaphore (arm) type, rather than 

just coloured lights, and the arms properly move in relationship to the setting of the points, dropping from 

raised to horizontal as a train moves through and occupies the line ahead.     

The countryside is real “James Herriott”-style Yorkshire, with numerous sheep and cattle paddocks fenced 

by miles and miles of hedgerows and stone walls (the walls being more predominant in the northern 

sections, and the hedgerows in the south).  James Herriott’s “Darrowby” (from his book All Creatures Great 

and Small) which is actually based on the little town of Thirsk, is more to the east of this route in central 

Yorkshire, but the landscape of the routes looks just like the real thing does on TV!    

I’m sure you will be pleased (maybe “relieved” is a better word!) to hear that I am NOT going to give you a 

blow by blow description of each of the 25 SnC sessions!  Rather, I’ll provide the route description and 

session information, and summarise how the sessions differ from each other, and describe a session or two.  

More interestingly, I’ll provide illustrations (from Google) of the prototypical locos used where applicable. 

Route 1 - SnC Carlisle – Skipton 

The route information provided with the programme is as follows:  

“The route and 25 sessions are comprised of 87 miles of mainline, a 6 mile branch, and short sections of 10 

connecting lines.  The main line connects Skipton and Carlisle, and was built to complete the third England-

to-Scotland trunk route in 1876.  It incorporates the whole of the Settle & Carlisle Railway and is extended 

southwards to Skipton, a major junction and rail centre.   

At each end, this route follows river valleys, but the central section crosses the Northern Pennines, a 

desolate area of high moors intersected by deep valleys or dales.  The engineering in this section is heavy, 

with many viaducts and tunnels. 
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Traffic on this route has always been of a long distance nature, the small population of the area traversed 

not providing the opportunity for much passenger or goods traffic. 

The period depicted is the 1960s (seems I got that right, then!), and at that time the railway was being 

slowly run down.  There were only three daytime expresses in each direction, and through goods trains 

mostly ran at night.  The local goods trains shunting the yards or collecting wagons from the lime works of 

the Ribble Valley were losing out to road traffic, as was the sparse passenger service.  This railway reached 

its lowest point in the 1980s when it was slated for complete closure.  That this did not happen is very 

fortunate, not only for the tourists who travel the line for its visual beauty, but also for the rail operators 

who now run frequent bulk load freights across the roof of England.” 

This route includes nine sessions, but there is a lot of duplication between them.  They are all “just” 

mainline trips, between Carlisle and Skipton, or Skipton to Carlisle, and where they are not “ride” sessions, 

the session is purely about speed management, and stopping at the right places at the right times!  No 

shunting is involved anywhere in any of these sessions.  

The “10:18 Carlisle – Skipton” (for which there are both regular “drive” and “ride” sessions) travels “up” 

from Carlisle to Skipton (“up” means heading to London, whereas “down” means heading for Scotland!).   

According to the Session Info… “There were a number of passenger trains that ran in the northern and 

southern sections of the Settle and Carlisle route.  However, the population of the central section through 

the Pennines could not support a frequent passenger service.  There were only three through passenger 

trains each way daily.  We will be travelling with a Fowler 4F BR Black 2 (illustrated below – and definitely 

not my favourite-looking loco!) on the late morning train southwards, all stations from Carlisle to Skipton.   

This is a long session, at 2 ¼ hours.”  

 

 

Then there’s a session called “Class C”, a freight train that heads “down” the line… (just one version). 

“Most goods trains ran at night, including the fast fitted Class C Freights, which ran between the large goods 

sheds of the major cities.  However, there were a couple of northbound Class C Freights that ran over the 

Settle and Carlisle in daylight. In this session you will drive one of these, the Leeds (Hunslett) to Carlisle, due 

through Skipton just before 9am.  The session will take over 2 hours.”   

This session is run using a much more impressive-looking 9F 2-10-0 to provide the motive power. 
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Then there are both diesel and steam versions of the “Condor” session. 

“’The Condor’ was an overnight container service between London and Glasgow introduced in the late 

1950s, guaranteeing an early next day delivery.  It was diesel-hauled from the outset, and ran at the fastest 

speeds allowed at the time for fitted brake goods stock.  The up service from Scotland passed though Carlisle 

just before 10pm. 

By the 1960s the SnC line was fairly quiet during the day, but it came alive at night with a series of long 

distance goods trains climbing to Ais Gill summit. 

You will start on the goods lines which bypassed Carlisle Citadel Station, and then you will travel the full 

length of the line through Skipton.  This session will last two hours.” (... and obviously runs in the dark!) 

The diesel session features a pair of Class 24 diesel locomotives (next pic) rather than the pair of Type 2 

MetroVick Co-Bo locomotives (a rather unusual loco with 3 axles at one end and 2 at the other! – the 

following pic down) that were the usual motive power.  
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For the steam session, a BR 9F 2-10-0 is apparently substituting because of a failure of one of the diesels. 

And then there are multiple versions of the “Thames Clyde” – being “ride”, “diesel”, “Express” and “Late” 

sessions. 

“The Thames-Clyde Express was the premier express for more than 50 years over the ex-Midland Railway 

lines northward from London.  Up to its demise in 1975 it offered a daily service to and from Glasgow via 

Leeds.  Not as fast as the Anglo-Scottish services on the other two trunk lines (the ECML and WCML), but 

some people chose it just for the scenery.  The train was actually non-stop between Leeds and Carlisle, so 

reality is ignored with the session starting with a stop in Skipton.  The session lasts about 1 hour 40 

minutes.” 

For the “ride” session, the locomotive is a green BR Britannia 7MT 4-6-2, which operated regularly over the 

route until displaced by diesels in the 1960s.  At the start of the session you start off as a passenger in a 

carriage, but can move across to the locomotive if you prefer to drive.  Being a “ride” session, the session 

runs automatically. 

 

For the “Diesel” session, the loco is a Class 40 diesel. 
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For the “Express”, the locomotive is a Gresley A3 4-6-2 (like the Flying Scotsman).  Some locos of this class 

operated on the SnC for a brief period just before the diesels took over from steam on express passenger 

services. 

 

For the “Late” session, “the train is running 20 minutes late and you have the opportunity of regaining time 

by Carlisle Citadel.”  This session is “cab-control” only, again running with the A3 at the head.  

Route 2 - SnC Craven District 

“This is the southern part of the Skipton to Carlisle route, which only includes a relatively short section of the 

Settle & Carlisle line, northwards from Settle Junction.  The remainder of the route from Skipton is the old 

main line of the North Western Railway linking the major cities of West Yorkshire with North Lancashire and 

Furness.  Very short sections of the line leading into industrial Lancashire from Skipton and Hellifield are also 

included.  

At Skipton the railway is in the valley of the River Aire, which it follows, and then climbs over a low 

watershed before dropping down through the junction at Hellifield to close with the River Ribble near Settle 

Junction.  From here through Settle the line climbs at 1 in 100, which continues for many miles to the 

Northern Pennines.” 

This route provided for six sessions.  There’s the usual Quickdrive, then two versions (“ride” and “drive”) of 

the Morning Commuter, and three versions (“ride”, “drive” and “diesel ride”) of the NWR Pickup. 



 

Page 28 of 45 

 

The “Morning Commuter” sessions focus on the morning Settle to Bradford (near Leeds) “stopping train” 

which transported those people who worked in a large city but were fortunate enough to be able to live in 

the countryside or villages of the Craven District.  The session follows the train as far as Skipton, and takes 

45 minutes. 

It is run with a 4F Black 2, but starts off at the Hellifield “MPD” (that’s the Motive Power Depot, basically the 

engine sheds!).  The loco is run in reverse from Hellifield back down to Settle, where the three carriages are 

collected, and a run-around is performed, as well as a cross-over from the down to the up line.  The train 

then runs “up” the line from Settle to Skipton and a bit beyond, stopping briefly at all stations along the 

route – Settle; Long Preston; Hellifield; Gargrave; Skipton. 

What’s great about these sessions is that, for each of the yards where activity takes place, a plan of the yard 

showing all the sidings and main lines and platform positions is provided, which helps significantly with 

orientation.  Additionally, graphics on a bar at the bottom of the screen show all of the movements that 

need to take place. 

I’ve also learnt that, when running a steam loco, in chase view (where you are outside of the loco) one 

needs always to run somewhat off to one side of the train, and never directly behind or above, in order to 

stay out of the smoke!, specifically so that you can see what’s happening ahead on the track! 

The maximum speed that the 4F can attain seems to be 45mph, despite the programme controls stating 

that the maximum is 60mph, and the line speed limit being either 70 or 80mph. 

In (all) these SnC sessions, the session ends with a pop-up box containing the words “The session is 

complete.”  There’s no fade to black and return to the list of sessions…  the only way to close is to go to the 

main menu, click on “Exit game”, and then reboot Trainz, which wastes time and is a bit frustrating.  There 

are also no stars or points awarded for these sessions. 

 

The “NWR Pickup” sessions are a lot more interesting, as these are about the shunting!        

“The daily pickup goods was a feature of many railway routes up to the 1960s.  These trains pottered from 

station to station shunting the yards, collecting and delivering a wide variety of vans and wagons.  This had 

been going on for over 100 years whilst the railways carried all the merchandise as well as the passenger 

traffic.  By 1960, with road competition, the pickup goods was hopelessly uneconomic, and faded away 

within 10 years.  

This session follows part of the route of one such pickup goods travelling from Skipton to Lancaster.  The 
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session takes about 90 minutes to complete.”   

Once again it is run with a 4F Black 2 (both the “ride” and “drive” versions), and with a Class 37 diesel (seen 

below) for the “diesel ride” version.   

 

This session starts in Skipton, from where the train runs through Gargrave and Hellifield to Long Preston, 

before branching off from the main Carlisle down line and heading towards Lancaster, and at each of the 

yards there is shunting to perform.  A “through” train has presumably dropped off the goods wagons at 

Skipton, and they now need to be delivered at the smaller stations along the way, and the empties waiting 

there need to be collected up. 

There are 12 different wagon types in the initial consist.  These are called by their technical descriptions, 

which include names such as 12T Fitted Van, 12T Fitted Shockvan, Conflat A, 13T Hybar Open, 13T Steel 

Open, Ex-PO 8-plank, Ex-LMS Steel 12T Van, 8T cattle wagon, MCO (coal), and the ubiquitous brake van.  A 

schematic is provided showing the (colour-coded) initial composition of the train, and then further 

schematics show how the train ought to be made up after each yard’s shunting is completed.  This helps 

significantly with identifying all these little wagons, some of which look very similar! 

Of course, different wagons have to be dropped off in different parts of the yards, which makes for lots of 

different shunting moves to be made at each of the yards, adding to the fun of the sessions.   

Although timing is not of great importance, the session is “complicated” further by the fact that there are 

other “AI” through trains using the mainlines, and these take priority and have to be watched out for when 

leaving each yard.  And then the pickup train travels at a maximum of 30mph, so is slower than all the other 

trains on the route.  

I actually ran the NWR Pickup “drive” session BEFORE running the “ride” session (this was actually the first 

of the SnC sessions that I attempted), and, being new to the route and not knowing one 12T steel van from 

another, I took quite a lot longer than the scheduled 90 minutes (and also held up a couple of through trains 

in the process!).  When I subsequently ran the “ride” session, I then saw how it was supposed to have been 

done!...  After that I did the “ride” session first on the other routes, to see what needed to be done where, 

and THEN later did the “drive” session.   
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Route 3 - SnC Ribblesdale 

Ribblesdale covers the Settle & Carlisle Railway’s climb from Settle into the Pennines.  From the south end of 

this route the line is almost continuously climbing at 1 in 100 up the Ribble Valley as far as Blea Moor 

Tunnel. 

This portion of the SnC route is the area where the famous / iconic Ribblehead Viaduct is located, crossing 

the boggy headwaters of the Ribble River. 

According to Wikipedia, “The Ribblehead Viaduct or Batty 

Moss Viaduct carries the Settle-Carlisle railway across 

Batty Moss in the Ribble Valley at Ribblehead, in North 

Yorkshire, England.  The viaduct, built by the Midland 

Railway, is 28 miles (45 km) north-west of Skipton and 26 

miles (42 km) south-east of Kendal.  It is a Grade II listed 

structure.   Ribblehead Viaduct is the longest and the third 

tallest structure on the Settle–Carlisle line.  

The viaduct was designed by John Sydney Crossley, chief engineer of the Midland Railway, who was 

responsible for the design and construction of all major structures along the line. The viaduct was 

necessitated by the challenging terrain of the route. Construction began in late 1869.  It necessitated a large 

workforce, up to 2,300 men, most of whom lived in shanty towns set up near its base. Over 100 men lost 

their lives during its construction. The Settle to Carlisle line was the last main railway in Britain to be 

constructed primarily with manual labour.  
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By the end of 1874, the last stone of the structure had been laid; on 1 May 1876, the Settle–Carlisle line was 

opened for passenger services.  During the 1980s, British Rail proposed closing the line. In 1989, after 

lobbying by the public 

against closure, it was 

announced that the line 

would be retained. Since 

the 1980s, the viaduct 

has had multiple repairs 

and restorations, and 

the lines re-laid as a 

single track. The land 

underneath and around 

the viaduct is a 

scheduled ancient 

monument; the remains 

of the construction camp 

and navvy settlements 

(Sebastopol, Batty Wife 

Hole, and Belgravia) are located there.” 

 

 

This route contains four sessions.  Once again there is a Quickdrive, and then there are two Hellifield Pickup 

sessions (“ride” and “drive”), and just one Settle Shunt (a “ride” session). 

The “Hellifield Pickup” is similar in 

nature to the NWR Pickup in the 

Craven District, except that it starts 

off at Blea Moor on the Cumbria / 

North Yorkshire border, and runs 

“up” (south) through Ribblehead, 

Horton, Helwith Bridge, Stainforth 

Sidings and Settle on its way to 
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Hellifield. 

“Having started from Carlisle many hours before dawn, the Hellifield Pickup plods mid-morning into Blea 

Moor to take water and allow an express to pass.  Ahead are more than two hours of shunting Ribblehead 

Yard and making quicker drop-offs and pick-ups (at all the towns listed above).  These latter locations have 

the drop-offs unloaded and the pick-ups loaded by local ‘Jinty’ shunters.”  

For the “Settle Shunt”, the session info tells us that “In the 1950s and early 1960s Settle’s rail facilities 

actually comprised a station, a goods shed, and cattle docks.  With the addition of an abattoir in the yard, a 

cheese and butter factory on the town outskirts, and a plasterboard (= dry-walling) manufacturer at nearby 

Stainforth Sidings, we can justify the permanent loan of a Jinty from Hellifield MPD.  The passing of the 

Hellifield Pickup at Settle generates a lot of work for the local shunter.  A string of wagons has been dropped 

off that are required by four industries.”   

Once again, this is great fun with all the shunting to be done.  Just a pity that the Settle Shunt does not 

provide a “drive” session version, with only the “ride” session to be completed. 

Here below is what a “Jinty” (a Fowler LMS 3F 0-6-0-T pannier tank engine) looks like.  422 of them were 

built between 1924 and 1931!  They were apparently extremely popular (numerous!) little yard shunters! 

 

I should have pointed out earlier that, as with all these geographically-based routes, this route is also 

geographically prototypical, based on a digital terrain model of the area.  It was immediately possible to 

identify the route and all the named places on Google Earth, and to place location markers on the GE image, 

so that it is easy to identify one’s situation, and examine the surrounding countryside.   

With the route being set in the 1960s, the portrayal of the Trainz route is as it was in those “olden days”, 

with the yards and sidings and cattle docks present.  In the present-day Google Earth images, much of the 

extraneous infrastructure has now been removed, and, for example, the old goods sheds are no longer 

necessarily served by sidings, but are still there, perhaps now having been turned into other facilities.  

Similarly, the embankments or formations on which the old sidings sat are still evident, but may now have 

been turned into car parks or otherwise developed.  But the outlines of the old station / yard properties as 

they were originally set out are all readily identifiable on the GE image.   
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Route 4 - SnC Yorkshire Dales 

“Yorkshire Dales incorporates the high ground section of the Settle & Carlisle Railway.  As well as the main 

line there is a (single line) branch to Hawes.  In addition there are a couple of short sections of the North 

Eastern’s branches, which used to link Darlington with Furness and Cumbria. 

From the south end of this route the line is almost continuously climbing at 1 in 100 up the Ribble Valley as 

far as Blea Moor Tunnel.  It then continues at about 1100 feet above sea level for some distance through the 

upper reaches of Dentdale, Garsdale and Wensleydale.  At Garsdale there is a junction for the branch that 

dropped steeply into Hawes, closed nearly 50 years ago. 

The 1169 foot high summit, which is the highest main line in England, is reached at Ais Gill.  The line now 

descends, again mostly at 1 in 100, into the Eden Valley, crossing the river at the bottom of the descent, not 

far from Appleby.  At Appleby there is a short link to the North Eastern’s Darlington to Penrith line.”  

For this route, there are five sessions – once again the ubiquitous Quickdrive, two Appleby Shunting 

sessions (one is “ride” and the other the normal “drive”), and similarly two Cattle For Hawes sessions. 

For the Appleby Shunting session, there are three tasks to be completed in the small yard.  These are 

undertaken using a small Aspinall L&Y 0-6-0 saddle tank loco.  The loco has just arrived back in Appleby with 

a few empty wagons from the Merrygill Quarry down the NER line.  These wagons first need to be parked 

on one of the vacant sidings, requiring a run-around.   

From there, the loco needs to pick up five empty cattle wagons from a siding on the opposite side of the 

yard, and take them across to the cattle dock to load up cattle (back to the other side of the yard, each time 

having to cross the up and down main lines), returning the loaded wagons to the siding, and repeating the 

process with a further five wagons (the number that can be accommodated at the cattle dock), again 

returning to the siding to make up the consist for a later “up” train.   

Next task is to take three empty milk tanker wagons to the nearby dairy, park them at a siding, and return 

with three loaded milk tankers bound for Carlisle as part of a “mixed” train.  The mixed train is then made 

up by collecting three carriages from where they are parked, joining them to the milk tankers, and leaving 

this mixed consist at the “down” platform for collection.  At this point “The session is now complete” 

appears on the screen.  The session takes around 45 minutes to complete.        

 

The “Cattle for Hawes” session then picks up after the previous session, taking the 15 loaded cattle wagons 
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off on a trip to Hawes (which is off on the branch line) dropping off loaded cattle wagons at cattle docks 

along the way.  This session is again run with a 4F Black 2 loco, and takes about an hour to complete.  

 

Route 5 - SnC Vale of Eden 

The route incorporates the northern section of the Settle & Carlisle Railway, which follows the River Eden 

from near Appleby to Carlisle.  Short sections of the other three main lines that converge on Carlisle from the 

south are also included, together with the goods lines that used to avoid Carlisle Citadel Station. 

The line generally falls towards Carlisle but has some uphill sections through Lazonby and Armathwaite 

before a long downgrade to the junction with the North Eastern’s main line from Newcastle amongst a 

tangle of goods yards.  It is then only a mile before Carlisle Citadel is reached. 

This route also has five sessions, as always the usual Quickdrive, and then “ride” and “drive” versions of 

Anhydrite For Marchon and Carlisle Transfer. 

I had never heard of Anhydrite, but discovered that it is a desiccated (“anhydrous”) form of gypsum, which 

is used in the making of plasterboard.  I’d noticed a lot of old quarries which were very white in appearance 

while driving my trains through the countryside, and had assumed that they were limestone quarries.  

There was also, however, an industry called British Plasterboard at the Stainforth Siding in the Ribblehead 

route, to which deliveries of a white bulk material (I’d thought it was gypsum) were made.  So it turned out 

that there are also some anhydrite mines in the region.  And these were located near something 

(somewhere) named “Long Meg”.   

I was intrigued by this “Long Meg” thing, wondering why a mine might be given such a name.  So of course I 

had to look it up.  And it turned out that Long Meg (together with her daughters!) is a famous stone circle in 

Cumbria, which apparently has old pagan religious significance rather like Stonehenge. 

Once again using Wikipedia, “Long Meg and Her Daughters is a Bronze Age stone circle near Penrith in 

Cumbria, North West England.  One of around 1,300 stone circles in the British Isles and Brittany, it was 

constructed as a part of a megalithic tradition that lasted from 3,300 to 900 BCE, during the Late Neolithic 

and Early Bronze Age. The stone circle is the sixth-largest example known from this part of north-western 

Europe. 

It primarily consists of 59 stones (of which 27 

remain 

upright) set 

in an oval 

shape 

measuring 

340 ft (100 

m) on its 

long axis.  

There may 
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originally have been as many as 70 stones.  Long Meg herself is a 12 ft (3.6m) high monolith of red 

sandstone 80 ft (25m) to the southwest of the circle made by her Daughters. Long Meg is marked with 

examples of megalithic art including a cup and ring mark, a spiral and rings of concentric circles. 

Infra-red aerial photography has identified several undated enclosures that seem to pre-date the Long Meg 

circle in the area. There is also the smaller stone circle of Little Meg (Maughanby) close by.” 

Once you know where to look, the stone circle can be clearly seen on Google Earth, in a farmer’s field, with 

a road running through it (pictured above)! 

The old mine site (where there were numerous railway sidings) is close by, a bit more than a half mile to the 

west northwest of the Long Meg stone circle.  

But the mine is no more… all that can be seen 

at the old site these days are a couple of old 

buildings surrounded by a “forest” of trees.  It 

would appear that the old mine site was 

rehabilitated by planting trees all over the site, 

much like I have been doing as part of my 

professional career before retirement.  In the 

picture alongside, the main rail line can be 

clearly seen crossing the river to the west of 

the mine.  The rail access into the mine was a 

junction off that line, heading up to the north 

into a small yard which is now the treed area, 

where a couple of buildings can still be seen. 

Anyway, back to running Trainz!...  “The Long 

Meg to Widnes (which is down near Liverpool) Anhydrite trains were a common sight on the SnC.  A less 

frequent service from Long Meg was to the sulphuric acid works at Whitehaven, a train which travelled via 

Carlisle.  This 50 minute session starts at Durran Hill MPD (which is just outside of Carlisle on the east side) 

and ends at Currock Junction (which is to the southwest of Carlisle, where the line to Whitehaven *and 

presumably Marchon+ on the Irish Sea coast heads off to the southwest). 

This turned out to be a fairly simple session, running the impressive Stanier 8F 2-8-0 loco light (and in 

reverse) from Durran Hill south to the mine siding, collecting up wagons loaded with anhydrite at the mine, 

and then heading back “down” the line to one of the Carlisle goods yards.   
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The Carlisle Transfer is a rather more demanding session, requiring one to navigate the spaghetti mess of 

tracks south of Carlisle.   

“The passenger and goods facilities around Carlisle were worlds apart in their level of efficiency.  The 

spacious, jointly-owned Citadel Station concentrated all the passenger trains at one location for easy 

interchange between the services of the seven English and Scottish companies that operated to Carlisle 

before the 1923 Grouping.  No attempt was made by the same seven companies to centralise the goods 

services, and as a result the town was ringed with yards and goods depots.  Transfer freights between all 

these facilities caused a great deal of congestion, with up to 40 locomotives dedicated to local trip workings 

and yard shunting.  The Goods lines avoiding Citadel Station were essential to prevent delays to the 

passenger services. This fragmented state of affairs lasted until 1963 when a huge marshalling yard at 

Kingmoor, to the north of the city, was opened.  It greatly improved the speed of freight through Carlisle and 

saved a fortune in enginemen’s wages, but it came too late.  The decline of general freight and the 

movement to block trains and containerisation was so rapid that Kingmoor was progressively shut down 

during the 1970s and 1980s.   

This one hour session looks at just one of those dozens of transfer goods trains that were such a common 

sight of the railway scene at Carlisle.  This one travels from Durran Hill (southeast of Citadel) to Currock 

Junction Sidings (southwest of Citadel) and returns via Upperby Yard (way south of Citadel). 

This session is again run using the ever-popular little Jinty shunting loco. 
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I must say that, despite some initial reservations, these SnC sessions have provided hours of fun and 

entertainment, as I have come to better know the Yorkshire (and Cumbria) geography while orienteering my 

way through the beautiful countryside and running the routes.   

I am also now more determined than ever to take a “narrow boat” trip on one of the Yorkshire canals – 

something I have long wanted to do – having seen the canal and the locks in detail (here on Trainz) with the 

canal running parallel to the railway for a bit near Skipton, and where the line crosses over the canal west of 

Gargrave.  Maybe I’ll even take a ride on the real Settle and Carlisle tourist steam train as well while I’m 

there!     

   

(The canal/narrow boat scenes below were photographed some years ago on Colin TT’s layout, before its 

sad demise.) 
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By Craig Beretta this month!   

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 2020 November Jean Dulez 

 2020 December No contribution (no one was nominated..…) 

 2021 January  No contribution – Theuns dropped the ball!, and so I challenged Glynn… 

 2021 February  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2021 March  Shane Brinkley 

 2021 April  Mark asked for a month’s grace, and then another couple….  

 2021 August  Mark Peddle (who then challenged Craig…) 

 

Selati Bridge     by Craig Beretta 

 

Last month as I was arriving at our chalet at Skukuza in the Kruger National Park (KNP), Mark phoned and 

asked if I would compile an article for EMRIG.  What could I write about?  The Selati Bridge in front of me? 

OK – let’s go… 
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The Selati Railway was started in 1892, but the line was only completed in 1912 due to major financial 

issues.  The line ran from Komatipoort to Tzaneen during the gold rush days. It cut through South Africa’s 

first private nature reserve, Sabie Game Reserve, which in time became part of the Kruger National Park. 
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In 1923 South African Railways took over and started offering a nine-day tour through the Lowveld, with a 

stopover at Sabie Bridge, today called Skukuza, where passengers had to sleep on the train.  It became very 

popular for its game viewing, and Kruger was established as a national park in 1926.  In the 1960s, as many 

as 250 trains per week passed over the bridge.  But many animals were killed or injured by the passing 

trains through KNP.  Interestingly, the line was only disbanded when it was realised how much it caused a 

disturbance to the animal and plant life in the KNP.   A new rail route was built that bypasses the reserve, 

following the western border of the park instead of entering into the park. 

 

 
 

Trains still ran through the park up until 1973 after which most of the tracks were removed, leaving the 

bridge as is and part of the Skukuza scenery. 
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A few years later an old Class 24 steam locomotive (“Skukuza” - #3638) was donated to the now defunct 

station for display, and today three of its coaches serve as the Selati Station Grill House near the bridge.  It 

boasts pictures and posters from the station’s heydays, highlighting the unique game viewing experiences 

people had back then. 
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(A very fancy hotel – the Kruger Shalati – has now recently been developed using revamped old railway 

carriages which are now parked on the Skukuza end of the bridge, not far from the Station Grill House.  This 

was featured in an article in our December 2020 newsletter.) 

Craig has now challenged ………………………. ?????    We’ll have to wait and see…!! 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

Mark revised the 2021 Duty Roster, due to some changes to the Key Holders, as well as the inclusion of 

Tuesday evening activities.   This new roster was circulated to members by email.  

Here is the revised Key Duty Roster for the rest of this year…. .  

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 2-10 Glynn C 1 Wed 6-10 Clive S 

2 Sat 9-10 John B 2 Wed 13-10 Colin A 

3 Sat 16-10 Mark P 3 Wed 20-10 Brian D 

4 Sat 23-10 Kobus P 4 Wed 27-10 ???? 

5 Sat 30-10 Colin A 1 Wed 3-11 Clive S 

1 Sat 6-11 Ash P 2 Wed 10-11 Colin A 

2 Sat 13-11 Johan dV 3 Wed 17-11 Brian D 



 

Page 44 of 45 

 

3 Sat 20-11 Theuns W 4 Wed 24-11 ???? 

4 Sat 27-11 Glynn C 1 Wed 1-12 Clive S 

1 Sat 4-12 John B 2 Wed 8-12 Colin A 

2 Sat 11-12 Mark P 3 Wed 15-12 Brian D 

3 Sat 18-12 Kobus P 4 Wed 22-12 
???? 

4 Sat 25-12 Santa Claus? 5 Wed 29-12 Jan K 

1 Sat 1-01 ………………… 1 Wed 5-01 ……………………… 

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (please don’t turn off 

the one closest to the window *left-hand switch powering the IR+, as the right-hand switch powers the 

Security Gate lock!!!).  

Mark is responsible for the roster – for any changes that need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just 

swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, and let Mark know what you have arranged.  

 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 2nd October  EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 Tuesday 26th October  Evening Running – American Trains (Mark P) 

 Saturday 30th October  Crossroads Hobbies Swap Meet, Krugersdorp (CHANGED DATE!) 

 Monday 1st November  Local Elections!  Public Holiday??  Run trains?? 

 Saturday 20th November  Virtual Swap Meet (www.crossroadshobbies.co.za  website) 

 Tuesday 30th November Evening Running – British Trains (Theuns W) 

 Saturday 4th December  EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 Saturday 11th December PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria ????? 

 ??? ????    The Great Model Train Expo  NOW POSTPONED INDEFINITELY 

 

http://www.crossroadshobbies.co.za/
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2021 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2021 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
FEES ARE NOW R450,00 FOR SINGLE MEMBER, R675,00 FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.  
IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID YOUR 2021 SUBSCRIPTION, YOUR FEES ARE NOW 
SERIOUSLY OVERDUE!!! 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND NOT 
“EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE UNIDENTIFIABLE MEMBER HAS DONE IN THE PAST…    

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za

