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Chairman’s Message – September 2021 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello friends. 

I seem to remember this time last year starting to count down the months to Christmas.  I dare not do it 

again as it is rather depressing. 

Again, I hate to say, there’s not much to discuss on the club front!  This 3rd wave has been lingering and 

appears much worse than any of the previous waves.  So much so, that I have not even visited any of my 

remote work sites, let alone the club.  

My daughter and her partner contracted Covid, and my daughter’s partner had a really tough time with it.  

It was worryingly bad.  Suffice, I am glad to say, I think it was the right thing to keep the club closed when 

we did.  Oh, yes, Hayleigh’s partner is now back to normal! 

The club is open again, but at own risk and or participation.  I think once the numbers are substantially 

down, we will all be back with some vigour. 
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In the meantime, I have been keeping myself busy.  That is the beauty 

of this wonderful hobby of ours.  Come rain or shine, day, or night, 

one can still do something to keep you busy.  I have feverishly been 

putting in block detection and signalling on my layout.  All I can say is 

thank heavens I 

am doing it 

now and not in 

5- or 10-years’ 

time.  The poor 

old body is not 

what it used to 

be!  Possibly 

(and I do not 

want to say this too loud so that Brian hears it), I may just do an 

article or two about it and my experiences.  My work will be put to 

the test at the beginning of October, and I will give you feedback as to 

how that operating session goes with the new additions.    

Anyway, hopefully we will see you all at the club in the not-too-distant future when it is safer.  Meanwhile, 

continue modelling and have fun.   

Thanks folks and keep well. 

Glynn Chamberlain. 
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Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Swap Meets Update 

With Covid Alert Level 3 regulations still in place, and this damned “Third Wave” just not going away, we 

regretfully had to decide to postpone our Swap Meet which was scheduled for this past weekend (31st Au-

gust).  We hope that everyone received notification of that postponement in time?…  A major organisation-

al concern (apart from the possibility of contracting the disease, that is!) was the restriction on numbers 

allowed at gatherings – still just 50 people allowed at indoor gatherings – and how we could possibly man-

age this.  And if we had reduced numbers attending the Swap Meet, for the traders this could mean it’s 

probably not viable / worth their while.  And then we also didn’t want to be responsible for any further 

spreading of the virus… 

We were aware that PMTC are being prevented from hosting their swap meets due to the fact that they 

meet in a school hall.  And so it seemed that their scheduled date (2nd October) might be available to us.  

We confirmed this with PMTC, and they agreed that we may take over their date. 

And so we have rescheduled accordingly, and – but still subject to the Covid regulations, and thus to be 

confirmed closer to the time – our next physical Swap Meet should be held on 2nd October (assuming that 

the Covid numbers are down and we are allowed to host gatherings of more than 50 people, that is!). 

In the meantime, Crossroads Hobbies have arranged to hold another Virtual Swap Meet on Saturday 11th 

September.  This is being advertised a bit earlier than the previous one was, and the traders need to have 

provided their stocklists to the organisers by Wednesday 1st September, so that they can be uploaded to 

the Crossroads Website and will be available there for inspection / scrutiny / purchase-decision-making a 

week before the event, and not just on the day as was the case with the inaugural event. 

The hope is that this Virtual Swap Meet (and future events) will be better supported, by both the traders 

and the buying public, than the inaugural event was.  Once again, as soon as we receive a link to what will 

be the Zoom Meeting for the event, we will forward the link to our members through the Whatsapp chat-

group and through our emailing list.   

Please meantime diarise the event, and make whatever arrangements you need to in order to be able to 

attend it “virtually”, whether on your computer or your smart phone.  The lists of items available from the 

traders should be up on the Crossroads Hobbies website from about Saturday 4th September.  Go to 

www.crossroadshobbies.co.za on or sometime after this date to see what will be on offer on the 11th.    

 

Tuesday Evening Running At The Club 

So we cancelled our June and July Tuesday “themed evenings” because of the Covid restrictions and high 

new-infection numbers.  By the time end of August came around, the numbers seemed to be dropping, and 

http://www.crossroadshobbies.co.za/
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I was hopeful that we might be able to raise sufficient interest to actually hold our scheduled SAR evening.  

With Mark unavailable to host it, I thought I might do the hosting, and canvassed to see what sort of inter-

est there might be.  I even got my SAR train additional Lima-coupling wagons out and did some R&M in an-

ticipation (I needed to change the loco’s traction tyres and do some serious wheel cleaning, as I had had 

some pretty poor performance out of my Class 34 last time I gave it a run).  But at the end of the day it was 

going to be just two, maybe three, of us there, and I was going to have to miss out on a celebratory supper 

with my wife when she finally retired (for the third time!) at the end of the month, and I would have had a 

200km round trip to get to Benoni if I had also gone to Chamdor, as is now my “new normal” on a Tuesday, 

so I’m afraid I was the one who made the call and cancelled it.  Sorry, guys! 

Hopefully for our next evening at the end of September there will be enough members both keen and 

available to run their European trains to make it worthwhile, and it will happen!…    

The schedule of dates for the remaining evening sessions for this year (remember, it’s last Tuesday eve-

nings of the month), starting at 17h30 and running until around 20h30 (but always subject to any further 

Covid-19 Lockdown or restrictions that may apply), is as follows: 

 Tuesday 28th September European (Continental, including Swiss ) evening 

 Tuesday 26th October  American evening 

 Tuesday 30th November British evening 

Reminders about these sessions will be posted on the club’s chatgroup, but I’m suggesting that you make a 

diary note of the monthly dates meanwhile anyway, if you have not already done so. 

 

Club Communications Media (our routine monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members / posted on the Whatsapp Chatgroup once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who 

have requested such, are emailed a copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also 

housed in the club library (in a blue file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent or “special” that you need to be notified 

about.  You need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list…  Let Glynn know if you aren’t 

receiving mails this way, and believe you should be. 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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My Amazing Rovos Rail Experience 

By Neil Plumbly 

On one of my trips to Victoria Falls I was fortunate enough to see the Rovos Rail train up close as it gently 

eased its way onto the bridge spanning the gorge between Zimbabwe and Zambia overlooking the mighty 

Victoria Falls.  My wife enquired as to where the train was going, and I informed her that it was going to 

park on the bridge to enable the passengers to enjoy sunset cocktails and then savour a 5-course formal 

gourmet dinner.  

Her immediate response was that she would really like to also have dinner on the train overlooking the falls 

at sunset.   I sadly broke the news to her that it was not possible as this was just one stop on a 6-star 

journey from SA and that it was extremely costly.  I did however agree to add such a trip to our bucket list 

and promised that one day, when we win the Lotto, I will treat her to a trip on Rovos Rail. 

 

Fast forward to March 2021. 

And before you get excited, no – I have still not yet won the Lotto! 

I heard that Rovos Rail was offering 50% discounts for South African citizens on their short trips to Cape 

Town and Durban.  Although still pricey, this was a golden opportunity to realise a dream and to travel in 

absolute comfort and style.  Despite hearing of a few incidents due to poor track maintenance, non-existent 

signals, overhead power issues (all thanks to Transnet), we decided to go ahead and finally booked a suite 

on the Pretoria to Cape Town train departing on 07 May 2021.  

The trip would last 3 days and 2 nights, with stops scheduled in Kimberley and Matjiesfontein.  We added 

and privately booked a further 3 nights in Cape Town and return flights to Johannesburg. 

There was much excitement in the household as my wife decided what she was going to wear to the 

dinners, as well as planning the rest of her wardrobe.  Dinner on board is a formal affair, and ladies are 

expected to wear either evening or cocktail wear, and men are required to wear collar, tie and jacket. 

The big day arrived, and our shuttle driver pulled up exactly on time, loaded our luggage and ushered us 

into his vehicle.  As he had done the shuttle trip before he knew exactly where to go and what to expect at 

the station, so we just sat back and enjoyed the drive to Capital Park in Pretoria. 

Almost an hour later we drove into Capital Park station and our driver pulled up at the red carpet.  The 

smartly dressed porters removed our luggage, and we were welcomed with orange juice and champagne.  

The luggage was tagged and whisked away while we proceeded to do our check-in and the dreaded Covid 

screening before being ushered to the lounge for morning tea and snacks. 

The Rovos Rail headquarters are very impressive and lavishly furnished.  They have a museum and gift shop 

available with amazing items including HO Scale Rovos Rail locomotives and rolling stock for those of us 

who enjoy model trains.  A boxed gift set of 2 wagons and a 6E locomotive (DC) will set you back almost half 
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the cost of the current discounted one-way fare! 

We were welcomed by Rohan Vos and taken on a very informative tour of his workshops.  A bit too 

technical for many of the guests, but great for rail fans.  I had an opportunity to board the footplate of the 

19D that was all fired up and ready to go, and had a great interaction with the crew who are extremely 

passionate about what they do.  

 

                                            

Roll on 11h00 and, following a welcome speech by Rohan, we were ready to depart on our amazing journey. 

Unfortunately… there was no train! 

Thanks to Transnet, the track between Pretoria and Germiston was being worked on, and our journey would 

have taken an 8-to-9-hour detour.  Rohan had therefore dispatched the train the night before, and we were 

boarded on two luxury buses that were scheduled to meet up with the train around lunch time at Union 

station near Germiston. 
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The buses departed and we did the grand tour of Pretoria, along the R21 towards OR Tambo International.  

As we were approaching Union, our host was informed that the train was delayed and was somewhere 

between Union and Springs. He gave the coach driver new directions, and off we went on the hunt.  My 

Google timeline shows that we’re somewhere in the Windmill Park area.  As we crossed a railway bridge 

somewhere in the middle of nowhere, we suddenly spotted our train on the line in the distance.  The 

convoy of buses and mini-vans with our luggage raced off towards the train that was stopped in the open 

veld.  The vans managed to pull up right next to the train, but unfortunately the coaches could not 

negotiate the rough area, so we had to disembark and walk the final +/-50m along a dusty path.  

                            

                  The train as seen from the road                       Baggage being loaded and guests preparing to board 

We were greeted with Champagne and Orange juice on arrival.  A portable staircase was attached to the 

train and the red carpet laid out, and as the train manager called our names we were ushered on board and 

escorted to our suites where our luggage awaited us. 

The suites are all wood-panelled and well-appointed with air conditioning, en-suite bathroom (with all the 

trimmings one would find in a 5-star hotel), comfortable seating with plush cushions.  After a short 

orientation briefing in the suite by our carriage hostess, we had time to refresh and then finally lunch was 

called.  The train had by now just started to move. 

We made our way down the corridors, through one of the lounge cars, the kitchen car and finally into the 

ornate dining car.  Rohan has managed to recreate the interior of the old wood-body diners by 

incorporating the clerestory roof with its air vents, ceiling fans, the wooden pillars and arches, as well as the 

server and wood-panelled walls.  Walking into the dining car brought back memories of when, in 1972, as a 

student, I worked on an identical dining car over the Christmas holiday break.  There was also a second, 

more modern, dining car, but we decided that the old-style dining car was more nostalgic. 
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Lunch was a 4-course meal that was served in style, and paired with the best local wines.  The service staff 

were professional, friendly, and made all the guests feel comfortable and relaxed.  After the meal, coffee 

was served in the lounge cars.  By now we had finally arrived at Union.  Our two diesel locos switched ends, 

and we were now finally moving in the right direction towards Kimberley. 

                                                            

The rest of the afternoon was spent unpacking and relaxing in both our suite and the lounge car.  There is 

no television or Wi-Fi on board and the use of cell phones is not permitted in the lounge and dining areas 

(except for taking photographs) so the atmosphere is very relaxed.  The lounge cars have plenty of reading 

material and a few games.  There was not much to enjoy outside on the first day as the route was littered 

with informal settlements, dilapidated stations, crumbling rail infrastructure and not much else. 
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Dinner was delayed due to the late start, and the traditional gong was sounded through the corridors and 

all the guests, dressed in their finery, made their way to the dining cars.  We were met by our servers at the 

entrance to the dining car and ushered to our table that was exceptionally laid with the finest crockery and 

cutlery, a single flower and subdued lighting, to set the mood for the evening ahead.  

Dinner was a set 4-course menu with a vegetarian option, and was again paired with a selection of the 

finest wines and aperitifs.  The food was of the highest quality and expertly plated and fitting for the formal 

setting.  After dinner, guests departed to the lounges and observation car for coffee and night-caps before 

returning to their suites. 

On return to our suite the bed had been prepared and turned down.  A small bottle of sparkling wine, two 

glasses, and chocolates strategically placed on the bed. The room temperature was perfect for the cold 

evening, and electric blankets warmed the bed. 

We were quickly rocked to sleep by the motion of the train, and I did not even notice the “clickety clack” of 

the wheels or the rocking of the carriage despite having a suite over the bogie.  

Day two arrived and the sun had already risen when we woke up.  We were scheduled to arrive in 

Kimberley around mid-morning, so made our way to the dining car for breakfast of cereal, fruit, Eggs 

Benedict, toast and coffee.  A slightly more casual affair as the mealtime was more flexible. 

We arrived in Kimberley and stepped out onto a very quiet platform.  It was pleasing to see just how clean 

and well-kept this station is.  We were met by a few small tour busses and tour guides, and whisked off to 

the Kimberley Mine Museum tour.  This was a great informative outing, and due to Covid there were very 

few visitors other than the train guests.  Our guide was exceptional and very knowledgeable, and I learnt a 

lot more about the diamond mining days than on all my previous unguided trips combined. 

                   

                       Kimberley Station Platform and Rovos staff preparing bottled water for our tour 

On return to the station, we had an opportunity to visit the small transport museum in the main station 

building.  It is pleasing to see that there is some effort to preserve our railway history even if only on a small 

scale.   

Back on board and it was time to freshen up for another awesome luncheon and a relaxing afternoon.  Let’s 
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not forget high tea served in the lounges and observation car.  By now the guests had made friends and 

formed into groups, and the atmosphere on board was far more relaxed and jovial. 

                                                                 

Dinner was another formal candle-lit affair, and there was a special gathering afterwards for the guests in 

the observation car for coffee, cocktails, and a night-cap.  A few of the guests apparently stayed up until 

almost sun-up.  Clearly, they wanted to make the most of their time on board. 

Day three, our final day on board and we made an early start.  We enjoyed a sumptuous breakfast just prior 

to our scheduled early arrival in Matjiesfontein. The train stopped approximately 5km outside 

Matjiesfontein at Whitehill Siding to allow energetic guests to depart and walk into the village through the 

site of the first botanical garden in the Karoo.  They were each handed bottled water, and were 

accompanied by a member of the train staff with a fully stocked first aid kit (just in case).  

The garden (see https://www.sanbi.org/gardens/karoo-desert/history/) was established in 1921 and was 

known as Logan Memorial Garden.  This was the second National Botanical Garden (NBG) to be established 

after Kirstenbosch. 

The sleepy hollow of Matjiesfontein is quiet at the best of times, but nothing stirs on an early Sunday 

morning except the lone busker who quickly arrives and sets up to strum his guitar and sing “TransKaroo” to 

welcome the guests.  A short while after our arrival the “walkers” started to arrive. 

One of the 

Lounge Cars 

and a view 

through the 

Observation 

Car 

https://www.sanbi.org/gardens/karoo-desert/history/
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The Coffee House coffee shop hurriedly opened in anticipation of the tourist trade.  We were given access 

to the museum in the station building and the transport museum close by.  The museum is packed with all 

sorts of interesting items dating back to when the town was originally established.  The transport museum 

has a collection of old cars, bicycles and even a few train carriages.  The Lord Milner Hotel is the most 

prominent feature in town and had quite a few overnight guests. 

       

After about an hour and a half we boarded the train and departed on our final leg to Cape Town. 

The scenery in the Karoo changes dramatically and before we knew it, we were in the mountains, through 

tunnels, and around lunch time we passed through the Hex River valley.  Everything looked so calm and 

clean in comparison to the start of our journey.  
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Our train manager updated us on the arrangements for our arrival in Cape Town, but unfortunately, thanks 

once again to Transnet, there was a problem. 

At this point we were under Transnet electric power.  Apparently due to overhead power issues (voltage 

compatibility or some other excuse) the train could not proceed beyond Brackenfell.  One would think that, 

as this was a scheduled train and had to be hauled by Transnet power, if there was an issue with electric 

power, diesel power would have been available for the final haul into Cape Town station. 

Sadly, despite all efforts by the train manager and Rovos Rail head office, our journey had to end in 

Brackenfell.  On arrival the train attracted a fair amount of attention from the residents, especially as all the 

guests disembarked and our luggage was removed from our suites and neatly stacked on the platform. 

Guests were required at the start of the journey to provide details of their final destinations and transport 

arrangements (shuttle services etc.).  The train managers hurriedly contacted all the services and notified 

them of the change in arrangements in advance of our arrival, and shortly afterwards a fleet of transport in 

the form of minibuses, shuttle services, Ubers and private vehicles arrived to whisk us away.        

Rather unfortunate that we did not have the traditional red-carpet boarding and departure that adds to the 

theatre of the journey, but this did not detract from the overall experience.  Each journey is faced with 

different challenges that the Rovos team just appears to take in their stride and do what it takes to deliver 

on their promises. 

Kudos to Rohan Vos and his amazing staff who went above and beyond to make this a thoroughly enjoyable 

and memorable journey.  

Would I do this again?  Definitely.  When I win the Lottery – and then it will be to Victoria Falls, and in a Gold 

Deluxe suite! 

The Most Luxurious Train in the World - Rovos Rail 

Cape Town - Rovos Rail 

                                                            

 

 

https://rovos.com/
https://rovos.com/journeys/cape-town/
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Kit-bashed Lighthouse 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

 
This project is to provide another lighthouse for the Pelican Bay waterfront section on my layout.  My 

previous lighthouse plastic kit is a larger one at the entrance to Red Hook Harbour. 

I have used a few parts from the Tidewater Wharf kit. 

I was not happy with the instructions on assembling their version of the lighthouse.  The instructions called 

for using three different diameter cardboard discs with a dowel in the center and spacing the discs 

accordingly to the correct height. 

You then had to wrap a pre-printed thin card wrapper around the discs to form the tapered shape of the 

lighthouse.  You had to apply the shingle strips around this giving it the shingled look.  I tried this and there 

was not enough support between the discs to keep the correct shape.  It tended to bow between them as 

the card was too thin. 

The photos below (credit, unknown builder) show what it should have looked like.  

 

I had to come up with an idea on how to make a new base (the cone shape). 

I put out a message to our Knysna Model Railroaders group asking for help.  My idea was to have one 

turned from a wood dowel tapered to suit the shape needed.  My requirements were answered by being 

referred to a friend of a friend.     

A telephone call was made to this gentleman who happens to own a wood-working business nearby (in 

Wilderness) and he was extremely helpful by inviting me round to his place of business. I explained my 

requirement (after an explanation of why I needed said lighthouse).  He promptly selected a piece of wood 

and proceeded to turn it on his wood-working lathe.  Within 30 minutes it turned out (pardon the pun!) 

perfectly for my needs. 
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Here is the turned lighthouse cone with the cast metal platform and light base temporarily positioned.  The 

(white) foam base was the original position I had thought of for it but this did not allow for the water to 

carry on to the next section (the pier). 

 

I wanted to have wood pilings surrounding the base of the lighthouse to enable the water and boats to pass 

along to the pier.  I had a resin-cast flat section of pilings that I was able to heat up (with a heat gun) and 

curve it to fit the area, as seen below. 
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The base did not look right.  The piling casting was set aside for future use elsewhere. 

The window area was marked out with a black Koki pen and recessed later to fit the window castings. 

The entrance was added for entry into the lighthouse, and a hole was drilled through to the center just 

above the door to fit an outside light later.  A hole was drilled vertically through the center for the wiring to 

both the outside light and the LED at the top.  The glass between the top dome and the 10-sided base still 

has to be added later. 

Change of plan.  I had a flat resin-casting of a rock wall and decided to curve it (again using the heat gun) to 

fit the area, and it fitted just fine. 
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The rock wall was then painted accordingly and the high water line was added with a slimy green wash.  

Moss and barnacles will be added at a later stage, as well as to the pier pilings. 

 

The lighthouse tower was then recessed using a modeler’s chisel for the fitment of the window castings.  

Gloss black was painted in the recesses before the castings were inserted.  This gives the impression that 

there is glass in place but eliminates a reflection. 

A suitable LED was used here (photo below) and the wires were inserted through the center hole to exit out 

the bottom.  A hole was drilled through the layout base for all the wires to exit and attach underneath.  

The doorway entrance light is a 12v lampshade and bulb (Miniatronics Corp).  This was attached to a 12v 

transformer dropped down to 6v to give the correct brightness for my era.  It also helps to prolong the life 

of the bulbs. 

The 3v LED is powered by a circuit designed by a friend in George and, when powered, gives the impression 

of a rotating beacon.  It starts off unlit and slowly increases in brightness to full and then slowly decreases in 

intensity to nothing.  After about 3 seconds it starts the process over again. 
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Below is a photo of the 60mm square circuit that was assembled for the working lighthouse.  
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I used this photo above (again an unknown builder) as an example for what lay ahead for me.  A very 

difficult task, firstly to bend and shape, then solder the two-piece brass railing etchings together.  The 

dimples in the base had to be enlarged and drilled a bit deeper to accept the stantions.  They were then 

superglued in place and shaped to conform to the circular base.   

 

 

The next difficult part of this process was to score the acetate into 10 sides and form it to fit into the above 

casting (middle) and glue it in place without misting it up and showing no finger prints (I got it right after 

the third attempt!).  The score lines were then filled in with a very fine-tipped black ink pen to simulate 

mullions. 
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Above, the gloss black paint behind the widow casting gives the impression of a glass pane. 
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All that needs to be done now is to add the ground cover to hide all the gaps around the base.  This will be 

done a lot later as I progress around Pelican Bay.  The water (Woodland Scenics Realistic Water) will be the 

last thing to add to the base around the rest of the bay area. 

 

The next project that I will be working on is the green building (cardboard mock-up seen in some of the 

pictures above) that will be placed on the pier shown in some of the above photos.  

Not sure yet what the industry will be called, but a name will come to me sometime.  It will definitely be a 

marine-based business. 

Please note that, if anyone has any questions about any of my projects or my layout, they can email me at 
my email address - brianmessenger@icloud.com. 
 
Until next time – keep modelling. 

Brian 

The HOn3 guy in Knysna 

 

 

mailto:brianmessenger@icloud.com
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How It All Began For Me… 

By Mia van Breda 

 

Editor’s Note:  As John B mentioned in his introduction to this series, in his “starter” article in our May news-

letter, I had made brief mention of how I started out in the hobby in an article I wrote for our April 2021 

newsletter, about a five-year-old girl and her enthusiasm for model trains and for Thomas the Tank Engine in 

particular.  That gave John the idea!  We feel that this is a subject which every club member (and hopefully 

also other readers and contributors!) could write about, and so at least provide one article for the newsletter 

each month, much like the Water Tower Challenge is intended to do.  So, hopefully, each month, someone 

will write for us, and someone new will be challenged!  So far it’s making for really fascinating reading!.....   

Those who have told us their stories so far are John B (May 2021), Jimmy M (June 2021), Colin A (July 2021) 

and Kobus P (Aug 2021).  Now here’s Mia van Breda’s story…  

 

How does one start? 

When I met Karel he introduced me to trains.  His dad worked in Cape Town harbour and my dad was a SAA 

Pilot….  Knew only planes, no trains!  We met at the airport.  He was a Railway Policeman at Jan Smuts 

Airport… and I was a ground hostess ;-)      

My first train trip was down to Cape Town to meet the future in-laws and it was an amazing experience!!  

For our honeymoon I organized a flight ticket to Portugal and he a free rail pass to the Cape.  What a 

memorable experience…. The last time we had the pleasure of a ‘white linen and silverware’ dining car 

experience!!  

After the SARP was taken over by SAPS he was headhunted by 

Spoornet Security where we still had trips on trains….  Cape Town 

trips with the steam locos from Kimberley at night to De Aar… what 

more is there to say??  Best lullaby…. 

EMRIG was in Northmead Mall and whenever myself and the 

children were in the mall and the club was open we would pop in.  

Usually without dad because he had to work!   

After Transnet, life happened!  No more trains…… 

In 2017 we had a road trip from the Cape back to Joburg and he had 

to stop at Wynand in Bloemfontein.  Fell in love with a working mini 

windmill….  A real spinning windpomp, and he bought it for me!  

While he was between Russia, Cape Town and Benoni, this man, out of the blue, decides to gift me his 

Orient Express!!  I had a windmill, a few tracks and an Orient Express….  What to do??  I ‘built’ an oval 
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(round) track on my dining room table and got the train going!!  Took me forever to get the wheels on the 

tracks!!!  FRUSTRATION of note!  I almost did the Norris thing (and Chucked it!)!  ;-)  

 

Then he took me to my first swap meet at the Mall….  Lots and lots of adorable miniature train-thingies, 

trees, little houses, cars!!!  All for sale!  AND he bought me a tree WITH a treehouse!!!  And I was 

converted?  Hooked?  In love? 

Slowly, one item after another, there was an influx of beautiful trains from Cape Town to my house in 

Benoni ….?!  And he was invited to the club where they could run!!! 

We became part of a family of crazy, caring and passionate group of model train operators…  I was even 

given the chance to operate my Orient Express on that BIG layout at the club!   At first it was intimidating 

because the men all asked all the wrong questions!!!  How am I to know where each wagon goes in the line-

up?  And what steam loco mine was???  15F?  19D??  Huh???  It’s a nice black one with big wheels!!!   

Karel had to buy me a re-railer!!!  Soooo much easier to get all those wheels on the tracks!!  The patience of 

the members was and is commendable, because I’m sure they were thankful when I left early after a 

session….   

At first Karel nagged me for a space in the house for a layout, and I point blank refused….  He has a whole 

room with a layout in the Cape!!! 

The poor man worked in Saudi and I 

took pity on him   

I asked Diederick to build him a 

layout as a surprise for his birthday!  

I had so much fun to help build it.  

And trying to hide the work done 

when he Skyped me was a job on its 

own!!  His joy and surprise (and the 

money) was absolutely worth it!! 

Diederick taught me so many tricks 

of the trade that I could eventually 

help Karel build a mountain on the Cape Town layout and the modules at home.  That is how one little room 

grew into more parts of the house! 



 

Page 23 of 39 

 

  

  

               Karel in his man-cave     Mia’s mountain (on the Cape layout) 
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The beauty of this hobby is the people!  The passion is contagious…  I’m even checking overhead cables and 

tracks as I drive by to see if they’re still working….  I’m disappointed that I didn’t see any trains on the road 

in the Karoo!  Looking forward to seeing the Sishen train on the West Coast!  Stopping on bridges to check a 

train going under it…  Wanting to rush to the next crossing to see it pass… 

And Mia has now challenged Rene’ Bosch!  So we look forward to reading Rene’s story next month…  

 

Running Trainz Virtually – 14: Brazemore Yard 

By Brian Dawson 

Once again, this is a small, and relatively simple, “operations-type” layout that I bought to supplement my 

original Trainz: A New Era package.  This was also bought this past New Year’s Eve, for the princely bargain 

sum of $5,00 (R73,62) when I was looking for something new to keep me occupied. 

This one, just like Franklin Avenue Industrial which I described month before last, is also a model layout, 

filling a whole room which in this case appears to 

be a basement.  The room has four intact walls (no 

evident doors or windows in them), around which 

the layout is built.  Access into the room, strangely, 

is through what appears to be a lift-shaft-like 

stairwell (?), which looks rather like a small 

windowless cubicle, with just a door opening out 

into the larger of the two “operator spaces” within 

the layout.  

The layout is basically in the shape of an elongated (laterally-compressed, and rather stretched and folded 

at one end) figure of 8.  In the image below, again included for orientation purposes, I have turned the 

figure-8 on its side, so that I have long “north” (top) and “south” (bottom) walls, and the “east” (right hand) 

and “west” (left hand) walls are the short ones.  
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The layout consists of a fairly substantial (0,5 scale-mile long) marshalling Yard (with 13 tracks!!), as well as a 

long narrow industrial area along the “north” wall with five industries, serviced by seven sidings, and then a 

smaller yard off the south-eastern throat of the main Yard, where there is the “Organic Valley Farmer 

Owned Co-op Rail Transloading” yard (which has three sidings – left side in pic below), and another large 

warehouse serviced by two further sidings, with large fuel-storage tanks next to one of them.  The 2-stall 

loco shed and 2-stall loco service area with fuel storage is off the northwest end of the Yard, and not far 

from the adjacent industrial area, but is instead accessed out of the far northern side of the Yard.   

For convenience and easier reference, I have allocated the Yard tracks numbers from 1-13.  The first 8 tracks 

lie to the north-east of a “divide” (with lighting masts) in the Yard, splitting the Yard into the 8 tracks on the 

north-eastern side and the remaining 5 tracks on the south-western side of the divide, Track 1 being on the 

north-east side (right side in pic below), and Track 13 on the south-west (left hand) side. 

 

 

There is a small-town CBD “strip” off to one side of the tracks, with a small residential area not far away, 

perched on a hill in the north-east corner of the layout.  The main Brazemore Yard takes up the whole of 

one of the “crossovers” of the figure-8, with the return leg of the figure-8 crossing perpendicularly 

underneath the Yard, as a single track, through a long concrete underpass (righthand pic below).  The 

western loop of the figure-8 is all single track, as is a portion of the northern half of the eastern loop.  This 

then becomes double-track as it passes the town CBD and residential areas, and then midway along the 

eastern wall it opens up into three tracks, which then extend along the southern wall until just before the 

Yard throat.   
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The northern industrial area (western part of it shown in lefthand pic above) is accessed off the single line 

emanating from the underpass under the Yard, where there is a triangle (a “wye”?) so that the industrial 

area can be entered from either the east or the west, depending on whether the sidings require head- or 

tail-shunt access in order to drop off or pick up wagons. 

Unusually, this layout has no “portals” and no apparent “AI” trains, possibly due to the relatively simple 

configuration.  It does make life easier and a little less complicated, but also a tad less interesting, not 

having any other trains moving on the layout other than the one that I am controlling. 

Something that is a little “restricting” is the fact that the layout room has a “ceiling” to it!  When trying to 

zoom out vertically, one encounters this ceiling, and one’s view of the layout below is obscured by what 

then appear to be floor tiles!  However, as one continues to zoom out, the eventual plan view of the layout 

becomes fuzzily visible (as seen in the orientation pic earlier), but revealing very little detail.  So one is 

limited to oblique views of the layout, or constrained vertical views, only from “below ceiling height”. 

Animation in this very simple layout is pretty much limited to vehicles moving around the layout.  And boy! 

– do they move!  The cars whizz along the roads, and then suddenly drift around corners without reducing 

speed at all!  Rather unusually, given that this is most definitely an American layout (from the train rolling 

stock that is provided in the sessions, as well as the appearance of the buildings, the farmer’s barn, etc.), 

the vehicles all travel on the lefthand side of the road!  Strange, this, seeing as all the (American!) road 

signage is on the righthand side of the road!  And then too, rather disconcertingly, the vehicles pay 

absolutely no heed to the presence of the trains!  There are no level crossing booms or warning signals, and 

the cars just drive straight through trains if they happen to be occupying the level crossings, and 

miraculously come out unscathed on the other side and continue on their merry way!   Oooops!!   The 

siding gates to certain of the industrial premises do open and close as trains approach and leave, though. 

The programme description reads as follows: The Brazemore Yard has fantastic track work that hugs lush 

rolling hills to give the feeling of driving through countryside.  There are two main yards in this layout joined 

by a central tunnel or by venturing around the figure 8 loop.  Whichever way you decide to travel, this route 

makes for a great model railroad experience. 

There are four operating sessions provided with this layout.  They are: 
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 Quickdrive (the ubiquitous free-style orientation session) 

 Freight Hauler (designated as “Easy”, which should take 30 minutes) 

 Railway Festival (designated as “Hard”, which ought to take 35 minutes) 

 Shunting Day (also designated as “Hard”, and allegedly lasting an hour and 5 minutes) 

I have to confess that most often I tend to skip the Quickdrive sessions, and jump straight into the easiest of 

the sessions, once I have had an “overhead” look at the layout to work out what is where.  I did so in this 

case.  However, I have since decided to have a lot more “freestyle” fun with these layouts, setting up a little 

Quickdrive “operations session” for myself, which I will describe in more detail a bit later. 

So first I jumped in and ran the Freight Hauler session.  The first time I did it, I was still orientating myself 

and learning my way around the layout.  I did everything correctly, but took a bit over 40 minutes to 

complete the session.  At the end I was told that I had “taken too long”, and was awarded only 200 points, 

and no stars…   So I ran it again, and then, being more familiar with both the tasks and the layout, I 

completed it rather more successfully in 32 minutes…  So I ran it once again! 

The session starts out from the loco shed, driving a blue/yellow Santa Fe SD45 (I’m not really a great fan of 

what I consider the rather garish Santa Fe colour schemes , although I have to confess that I have just 

recently bought two of them!…).  Head out into the yard, and pick up the waiting train on Track 3, reversing 

onto it to couple-up.  3 minutes and 20 seconds already elapsed, and 200 points awarded just for that.  The 

train consists of 11 wagons – 5x pipe loads (with bright red covers on the end of each pipe), 4x rolled steel 

plate, and 2x concrete culvert pipe loads, all to be delivered to the northern side of the layout.  So you pass 

all around the eastern half of the layout, and then stop with the train in the tunnel under the yard (with the 

loco only just emerged from the tunnel), in order to push the train back into the industrial sidings.     

The first drop off is the 2x concrete culvert loads, at Factory 2’s southern siding.  Now already 11 minutes 55 

seconds elapsed, and the score rises to 1 star and 350 points.  From there, it’s a simple move forward along 

the northern industries track, and then a second push back to deliver the 4x steel plate flatcars at the 

northern siding of the same industry (lefthand pic below).  Now 14:15, 2 stars and 400 points! 

 

The third and final load of 5x steel pipe wagons is dropped off at Factory 1 (righthand pic above), also a tail-

shunt push back.  Now 17:45, 3 stars and 450 points. 
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The pop-up on screen then says “Well done!  Now head back to the yard.”  To get to the yard I travelled in 

reverse, up the other side of the triangle, through the tunnel and around the rest of the layout loop 

(completing the figure-8), and into the yard.  From there it was a case of getting back to the loco shed and 

parking up.  Elapsed time this (third!) time around was 23:27, and (finally!) a score of 5 stars and 700 points 

was awarded.  Next pop-up said – “A perfect run!  You have achieved a rating of 5 stars.  You have been on 

time!”  

Okay – so it did actually take me three attempts to get to do this “easy” session in the allotted (27 minutes!) 

time, getting progressively more familiar with the layout and the delivery requests.  I also travelled a lot 

faster around the layout than what I thought I should on the final run….  The speed limit over the whole 

layout (even in the Yard) is 40 mph, and I actually exceeded the speed limit on a few occasions in order to 

complete the tasks within the allotted time, but fortunately no penalties were awarded for speeding (as far 

as I could make out). 

Eventually earning these 5 stars pushed my overall Trainz ranking up over 200 stars (204!), and I’m now 

ranked as a “Fireman”!  Long way still to go to become an “Engineer”!...    

After Freight Hauler, I next ran the Railway Festival session, apparently 35 minutes and “hard”.  This was a 

most unusual session… 

“The annual railway festival has just finished, and you have the most honourable job to tidy up the yard 

again.  The layout was left in chaos after the railway festival.  Your task is to pick up the locos spread around 

the track, and bring them all back to the yard.  Navigation symbols will guide you, and junctions are set for 

you.”  So, once again, nothing for it but to follow the markers… no discretion allowed… (but there is a “Hide 

Navigation Points” menu option available, which I must explore one day, and see how it changes things…) 

There are no wagons in sight… just locos dotted around the layout.  All of the locos show no exhaust smoke 

while they are standing waiting, but as soon as you couple to them, the loco appears to start up, and 

exhaust smoke is emitted.  If that’s the case, then why didn’t they come back to the yard under their own 

“steam”?  Anyway, at least it’s something different to do!... 

Once again the session starts out from the loco shed in the northwest corner of the layout, but this time 

making use of a nice-looking Southern Pacific SD45.    
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Pick-up #1 is from the team track siding relatively close by, off the northern side of the Yard close by the 

culvert underpass.  Simple… pass by the loco, back up onto the team track where the blue/yellow Santa Fe 

SD45 is waiting (lefthand pic above).  As soon as I coupled to it, its motor started up and exhaust smoke 

started showing. 

From the team track, the route was to continue along the north-eastern edge of the Yard to clear the throat, 

and then reverse the consist up the designated track to where the navigation marker told me to stop, and 

uncouple from the loco, leaving it (exhaust smoke still being generated) on that track (Track 8) in the middle 

of the Yard. 

Locos 2 and 3 were to be collected (again one at a time) from the small freight yard south of the layout, 

where the locos were parked on different sidings.  Number 2 was a second blue/yellow Santa Fe SD45, and 

then number 3 was a red/silver SF SD45 (see righthand pic above). 

Collecting these initial three locos was pretty uneventful, just a simple case of following the navigation 

markers (with all the junctions set), and then parking them on Track 8.  The first two deliveries were hooked 

up as a consist, tail to tail.  The third loco was parked on the same track, but separated from the first two. 

Meanwhile, without me noticing it, a train of flatcars had somehow suddenly arrived in the Yard from 

somewhere out on the layout, and was now parked on Track 4 (so there must be an AI train!). 

With the fourth loco collected, the navigation marker shows that this loco must be parked on Track 7 (next 

to the track that the other locos were delivered to).  BUT – the junctions are set (“manual control 

deactivated”, so I can’t change them!) for the locos to head onto Track 3…  Okay, so maybe I first pass all the 

way along Track 3 and then reverse back onto Track 7?  But – there is a red signal at the far end of Track 3, 

so that I can’t exit Track 3 at that end and get to Track 7 that way! 

And so I was stuck!  If the loco is not parked at the spot indicated by the navigation marker, then you don’t 

get any further instructions. 

This meant that I couldn’t complete the session.     At the time of abandoning the session I had 

earned 450 points (but no stars).  It had taken me 32 minutes. 

I ran this session three times, and each time ended up with the exact same situation, and the same result.  

I’m convinced it must be another programme bug… but it really had been all too simple up to that point… so 

maybe there is some alternative way around the problem, justifying calling it a “hard” session, as is 

supposed to be the case?  I guess I’ll just have to go back and try again!..  (And I did do so subsequently, but 

nothing changed… there was still no way around…  )   

For the Shunting Day session, the initial information provided reads…  “Starting at Brazemore Yard, your job 

today is to disassemble the incoming train and to make up two new trains, which need to leave the yard 

soon.  Time is running against you.”  This is followed by… “Welcome to Brazemore.  Please note that you 

need to bring each of the cars to their exact positions by following the Navigation Points.  Some junctions 

need to be switched by you, although some of them have been locked to ensure safety.”  Well, I just hope 

that the ones that are locked are the right ones, this time! 

And then there’s some advice… “When shunting, we suggest clicking on the end car of the train to check 
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your distance on approach, or using the free-roaming camera view.  Look carefully where your destination is 

before you start.”  Yip… thank you.  Good advice, but I learnt to do all those things a long time ago!  

So it’s another session requiring some switching, but once again having to follow the navigation markers, 

leaving no room for discretion.  Well, hopefully there are no more bugs in the system!... 

A long mixed freight train, consisting of 26 wagons (all of them gondolas), has been delivered to the Yard, 

and is standing on Track 3 (on the 8-track *north-eastern+ side of the Yard) – this must be their “arrivals” 

track!  The delivering locos (and caboose, if there was one) have been uncoupled and are no longer around.  

Also in the Yard is a much shorter mixed freight train of just 6 gondolas, standing on Track 4.  A further rake 

of five bright green Burlington Northern gondolas, all loaded with rail sections, is occupying Track 5.  And 

then there are also two loco consists waiting in the Yard – 2x Southern Pacific SD45s on Track 11, and 2x 

Santa Fe SD45s on Track 8, on either side of the central Yard divide.  Both of these loco consists are located 

towards the north-western end of the Yard.  These are presumably the locos that will be taking away the 

trains that I am now to make up. 

The loco to be used for the shunting is also a Southern Pacific SD45, and this loco sets out from the team 

track siding halfway down the north-eastern side of the Brazemore Yard.  This siding joins onto what I have 

designated as Track 1.  From the team track, the loco travels down Track 1 to the point where it can back up 

onto Track 3, switch the required junctions, and reverse up Track 3 and hook onto the waiting wagons (all of 

this directed by the navigation markers), at the south-eastern end of the train.   

The next instruction is to split off just 5x dark coloured gondolas (difficult, due to the extreme weathering, 

and the shape of the logo, to make out the road name, but it looked to me something like “RailGon” (with 

the words “Nationwide Gondola Hire” printed on the side).  Never seen these before!  So, of course, I had to 

look them up…  And according to Wikipedia… 

The Railgon Company, (reporting marks GONX GNTX) established in 1979, owned railroad gondola cars 

available for use by multiple railroads by placing the cars in a cooperative pool. 

Due to routing arrangements and track usage agreements, gondola cars and other rolling stock are often 

used to transport goods on more than one railroad before reaching the end customer.  Under the laws 

governing railway transport, individual railroads paid a fee, called demurrage, for the excess time other 

railroads held these cars (whether laden or not) prior to return to their owning road.  The demurrage fees 

were thought to promote the rapid return of rolling stock, since delays equated to extra money spent.  

Because of the desire to reduce costs by minimizing demurrage, non-owning railroads may have declined 

the practice of allowing cars to continue on past their initial destination to points further from the car's 

"home".  This had the effect of decreasing efficiency on these lines, and Railgon (and Railbox) used this 

argument to promote use of their rolling stock.  

Railroad deregulation as part of the Staggers Act (of 1980) reduced the need for this service, and the use of 

this cooperative arrangement consequently declined.  As a result, today the Railgon pool is significantly 

smaller than at its peak.  

Railgon (and the similar Railbox Company) are currently subsidiaries of TTX Company, formerly the Trailer 

Train Company, which is owned by multiple railroads and leases cars to them.  There are currently (this was 
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at 2001) 1188 cars in the Railgon fleet, compared with over 13,000 boxcars in the Railbox fleet.  

These five RailGon wagons have to be delivered to the two SP locos waiting on Track 11.  To do this one 

needs to pull that section of train completely out of the Yard, past the throat, and about a third of the way 

along one of the triple tracks along the southern wall, until the loco is stopped just under a signal gantry.  In 

this position, the rear of the train easily clears the junction (S004) that needs to be switched, in order to 

access the south-western side of the Yard, by pushing back to get to Track 11.   

Okay.  Switch Jct S004, and then reverse the train along the route into that part of the Yard, switching a 

further junction to route it onto Track 11, then all the way up Track 11 to the waiting SP locos at the far end, 

couple onto them, (pic below) and then uncouple the switching loco from the train.  Actually not difficult at 

all.  And once the route has been set, it stays set, and then it’s only Jct S004 that has to be switched each 

time to change from one side of the Yard to the other.  

 

Right – now to return to the waiting wagons on Track 3.  One would think that, now having just the switcher 

loco, without any trailing wagons, it 

would not be necessary to go far 

beyond Jct S004 in order to clear it so it 

can be switched.  But the navigation 

marker takes you way beyond, all the 

way back to underneath the signal 

gantry before the “stop here” marker 

disappears and the next marker 

instruction – to couple back onto the 

next rake on the waiting train – 

appears.  Oh well… if that’s what they 

want… 

Backing onto the waiting wagons, the next rake to be moved is a set of five BN gondolas.  These are to be 

delivered to the Santa Fe locos waiting on Track 8 (next pic below).  This was a shorter and easier route, with 

no need to exit the Yard, instead just having to clear Jct S009 in order to then back up alongside the divide 
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to deliver the wagons to the SF consist.  

From there it was back to pick up another rake from the waiting train on Track 3, with what then obviously 

seemed was going to be a repeating pattern of deliveries.  When I returned to Track 3, I looked more closely 

at the wagons that had been delivered.  The next rake was a set of four Southern Pacific gondolas.  After 

that there were noticeable blocks of alternating BN and SP gondolas, admittedly with the blocks of wagons 

differing in size.  Looked like it was going to be a case of delivering the SP wagons to the SP locos on Track 

11, and the BNs to the SF locos on Track 8…   

 

This was indeed the case, for the next two rakes, following that pattern.  But THEN – rake number five (4x 

SP gondolas) was ALSO to be delivered to the SF locos on Track 8 (after having just delivered 3x BN gondolas 

there)!  I’m sure that this is done intentionally just to upset the apple cart!  So why could I not have taken 

the 3x BN gondolas TOGETHER with the 4x SPs, as a single move, and delivered them to the SF locos as a 

single rake?  Why indeed!? 

By this stage I had earned 2 stars and 350 points, and was making fair (if rather slow and pedantic) progress.  

Now I was down to just five gondolas left on Track 3, with three of them (BNs!) to go to the SP locos, and 

the last two (SPs) to go to the waiting SF locos.   

If it was up to me, I would have taken all five wagons down to the end of Track 3, kept them together, and 

first pushed the two SP gondolas onto the closer SF train on Track 8, uncoupled, and then finally taken the 

remaining three BNs across to Track 11.  This would have been way more efficient and saved me time and 

diesel.  But, no!  The navigation markers insisted that I do them separately, from where they were standing, 

trundling the full length of Track 3 and back once more unnecessarily, in my view… 

I also felt that the train could have been pulled forward down Track 3, at least once half the gondolas had 

been removed (maybe it would have been too heavy for the single loco before that?), in order to reduce the 
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length of Track 3 that had to be travelled each time to collect the next rake. 

So at this point the original train of 26 wagons had been split into a 14 wagon train on Track 8 behind the SF 

locos, and a 12 wagon train on Track 11 behind the SPs.  And by the time this was done, I had only earned 3 

stars and 450 points.  Where were the remaining two stars going to come from?  

 

That’s where the other two short trains parked on Tracks 4 and 5 (in the foreground of the pic above) came 

in.  The rake of 6x SP wagons on Track 4 was duly taken across and added to the SP-headed train on Track 

11.  As soon as I uncoupled the switcher loco from the rake, the train pulled off, having obviously just been 

waiting for its final wagons. 

And similarly, when I added the final rake of 5x BN gondolas loaded with rail sections to the back of the 

waiting SF-headed train on Track 8, it also headed out of the Yard.  By this stage, I had 4 stars and 550 

points.  The final instruction then appeared on screen: “Drive to the yard and you are done.”  I cleared Jct 

S008, switched it, and reversed all the way up Track 2, with all the junctions pre-set ahead of me, into the 

designated service bay at the loco shed, and parked the loco.  “A perfect run!” appeared on the screen, as 

did 5 stars and 600 points, I clicked on “Exit Game”, and the screen faded to black.  It really wasn’t that 

“hard”, and fortunately there were no bugs causing any issues!  And it was good fun, if rather pedantic…. 

I think, to have made things a little more interesting, I would have had a couple of cabooses standing 

around on another of the tracks, that also needed to be coupled to the trains before they were deemed to 

be complete and could drive off.  And then I wondered – at what stage did American freight trains no longer 

need a caboose on the tail end?  Once again, Wikipedia has helped out… 

A caboose is a manned North American railroad car coupled at the end of a freight train. Cabooses provide 

shelter for crew at the end of a train, who were formerly required in switching and shunting, keeping a 

lookout for load shifting, damage to equipment and cargo, and overheating axles.  
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Originally flatcars fitted with cabins or modified boxcars, they later became purpose-built with projections 

above or to the sides of the car to allow crew to observe the train from shelter.  The caboose also served as 

the conductor's office, and on long routes included sleeping accommodations and cooking facilities. 

Cabooses were used on every freight train in the United States until the 1980s, when safety laws requiring 

the presence of cabooses and full crews were relaxed.  Developments in monitoring and safety technology, 

such as lineside defect detectors and end-of-train devices, resulted in crew reductions and the phasing out of 

caboose cars. Nowadays, they are generally only used on rail maintenance or hazardous materials trains, as 

a platform for crew on industrial spur lines when it is required to make long reverse movements, or on 

heritage and tourist railroads. 

So it appears cabooses were phased out from about 1982 onwards…  

 

My own Quickdrive Operating Session… 

The Quickdrive session provides you with a blank canvas…. There are no locos or wagons set out on the 

layout at all.  On starting up the session, there is a button on the righthand side of the screen.  When this 

button is clicked, an “inventory” (with thumbnail images) of ALL the available T:ANE rolling stock that I’ve 

downloaded appears (and by ALL I mean ALL!  This rolling stock inventory includes the British Rail items, the 

Australian items, the German items, etc. – everything included in all the packages that I have purchased to 

date.  But because the bulk of the routes that I have purchased have been American, there are a LOT of 

American locos and wagons for me to choose from).  All you need to do is scroll down through this list until 

you find what you are looking for, then select it, and click on a spot (on a section of track, obviously) on the 

layout where you wish that item to be placed, and it magically appears there.  There is even a menu option 

to rotate the locos through 180 degrees if you don’t like the direction that they are facing.  The only 

limitation is that you need to be relatively close to that spot on the layout, to be able to see what you are 

doing, and where you are placing the item.  And one BIG advantage in Quickdrive, is that none of the 

junctions are locked, meaning that one is free to select any route you want!  

So I started off by just selecting a single loco, and placing it on the nearest convenient piece of track.  From 

there I take control of the loco, and drive to the portion of the layout (the industrial area, for instance) 

where I wish to set out freight wagons, and then “spot” wagons of different types on the sidings at the 

various industries, keeping the wagon type appropriate to the industry, and placing as many wagons as I feel 

are appropriate for that siding.  When I go past the loco sheds, I then select a few additional locos and set 

them out at the sheds, or in the Yard, and also place cabooses wherever seems appropriate.  And once I get 

back to the main Yard, I then set out a roughly equivalent number of similar-type wagons on tracks within 

the Yard, usually with a few extras, so that I then have wagons to deliver to the industries. 

When there are multiple locos placed on the layout, it is possible to select between them (by clicking on the 

driver-image blocks in the bottom left of screen), so that all of the locos are independently usable, but only 

one at a time (unless linked together to form a loco consist). 

It is possible at any stage to “save” the Quickdrive session, and it’s a good idea to do so a couple of times 

during the setting-out process.  Once I have all the desired wagons, locos and cabooses in the positions 

where I want them, I then save the session again, and label it “Start”.  This means that I can then close the 
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programme (and sometimes loadshedding does that for me involuntarily *which is why it’s a good idea to 

save progressively during the process, just in case!+), and go back to the saved version at any time (when 

I’ve got electricity, thank you, ESKOM!), and start my own Ops Session!  And I can do it differently each time 

I do so, with no navigation markers dictating what I should do next! 

The trick here is in getting a reasonable balance between wagons to be picked up and delivered, plus some 

“extras” in the Yard.  And one big additional advantage here is that, in Quickdrive, I can at any stage click on 

that little button on the right, the inventory appears, and I can then add or delete more rolling stock as I go 

along, whatever I feel is necessary to add interest (whether that be realism, complications, or challenges...) 

to the session.     

   

Collecting gondolas from Brazemore Yard    Placing wagons at the Co-op Transloading Yard 

    

      Delivering wagons to northern Industries     Collecting empties from siding 
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By no-one again this month!     

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 



 

Page 37 of 39 

 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 2020 November Jean Dulez 

 2020 December No contribution (no one was nominated..…) 

 2021 January  No contribution – Theuns dropped the ball!, and so I challenged Glynn… 

 2021 February  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2021 March  Shane Brinkley 

 2021 April  Mark asked for a month’s grace, and then another couple….  

 2021 August  Mark Peddle 

Mark has now challenged Craig Beretta (unfortunately a bit too late for Craig to prepare for this month), 

and Craig says he’ll have something ready for us for next month! 

Looking forward to it, Craig! 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

Mark revised the 2021 Duty Roster, due to some changes to the Key Holders, as well as the inclusion of 

Tuesday evening activities.   This new roster was circulated to members by email.  
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Here is the revised Key Duty Roster for the next couple of months…. .  

  Date Name   Date Name 

   1 Wed 1-9 Clive S 

1 Sat 4-9 Colin A 2 Wed 8-9 Colin A 

2 Sat 11-9 Ash P 3 Wed 15-9 Brian D 

3 Sat 18-9 Johan dV 4 Wed 22-9 ??? 

4 Sat 25-9 Theuns W 5 Wed 29-9 Jan K 

1 Sat 2-10 Glynn C 1 Wed 6-10 Clive S 

2 Sat 9-10 John B 2 Wed 13-10 Colin A 

3 Sat 16-10 Mark P 3 Wed 20-10 Brian D 

4 Sat 23-10 Kobus P 4 Wed 27-10 ???? 

5 Sat 30-10 Colin A 1 Wed 3-11 Clive S 

1 Sat 6-11 Ash P 2 Wed 10-11 Colin A 

2 Sat 13-11 Johan dV 3 Wed 17-11 
Brian D 

3 Sat 20-11 Theuns W 4 Wed 24-11 ???? 

4 Sat 27-11 Glynn C 1 Wed 1-12 Clive S 

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (please don’t turn off 

the one closest to the window *left-hand switch powering the IR+, as the right-hand switch powers the 

Security Gate lock!!!).  

Mark is responsible for the roster – for any changes that need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just 

swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, and let Mark know what you have arranged.  

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 11th September Virtual Swap Meet 

 Friday 24th September  Public Holiday (opportunity to run trains?) 

 Tuesday 28th September Evening Running – Continental Trains 
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 Saturday 2nd October  EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 Tuesday 26th October  Evening Running – American Trains 

 Wednesday 27th October Local Elections?? Public Holiday??  Run trains?? 

 ??? ????    The Great Model Train Expo  NOW POSTPONED INDEFINITELY 

2021 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2021 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
FEES ARE NOW R450,00 FOR SINGLE MEMBER, R675,00 FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.  
IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID YOUR 2021 SUBSCRIPTION, YOUR FEES ARE NOW 
SERIOUSLY OVERDUE!!! 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND NOT 
“EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE UNIDENTIFIABLE MEMBER HAS DONE IN THE PAST…    

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za

