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Chairman’s Message – August 2021 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Hello everyone. 

Well, this is again going to be one of my very short messages.  What with the Looting spree and, even more 

importantly, Covid putting the kybosh on club activities for the last month, not a lot’s been happening…. 

As you all know, and as I have said before, now is the best time to do those home modelling jobs.  Although 

I must say, the cold weather also does not help.  Especially in my case, the colder it gets the less motivation 

I have to model!  I do have a little fan heater in my small home office, but the train room is just a bit too big 

to warm up.  So, unfortunately, the TV was moved into the bedroom, and Lindsay and I are normally tucked 

up in bed by 6pm! 

Yes, an ideal opportunity to watch YouTube modelling videos, but even those can get tiring at some point. 

So, suffice to say, please take it easy and don’t take chances with this variant of Covid.  It really is a nasty 

little critter now. 

Hopefully we will see you all at the club in the not-too-distant future when it is safer.  In the meantime, 

continue modelling and have fun.  

Thanks folks and keep well. 

Glynn Chamberlain. 
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Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

We Urgently Need To Find New Premises! 

As agreed at our Special General Meeting on Sunday 13th June (and explained in last month’s newsletter), 

we need to get out there and look for alternative suitable premises for us to use for our club layouts.  This 

has now become a matter of great urgency!  The electricity charges levied against us by the Northmead 

Mall management for the past few months have been even higher (and even more inexplicable!) than ever!  

And this is for the period when we have hardly made any use of the club premises at all!  We are hardly 

ever there, and yet they have charged us way in excess of R2000 per month for the past couple of months…  

(I reckon that we are being charged a portion [and a large portion, it seems] of the cost of heating / air con-

ditioning the whole mall, when we derive absolutely no benefit whatsoever from that activity, being up-

stairs and directly exposed to the open air, on the few occasions that anyone is actually there, and not in 

proportion to our usage of the premises…) 

How many of us have actually made any effort at all to try and identify / find new premises?? Huh?  …. 

Yip, and I’m as guilty as all the rest of you!  Yes, there’s been a Covid Third Wave and some unrest going on, 

but we can’t all sit on our butts and just expect / wait for something to happen!  We’re being charged an 

arm and a leg for “electricity” by a landlord who feels nothing for our circumstances, and very soon our fi-

nancial reserve is going to be depleted, at the rate that they are charging us at present…  

So we ALL need to get out there and actively look for suitable new premises, so that we can enter into ne-

gotiations with that landlord and hopefully come up with a much better deal than we have at the moment.   

Please guys – this is now a really serious matter!  Let’s all get out there and get looking!.... 

Covid-19 Pandemic… The Third Wave seems to be abating… and Now It’s Level 3 Restrictions 

With the presidential announcement on Sunday 25th July that the Covid Alert Level has been “relaxed” to 

Adjusted Level 3, we are technically allowed to meet up (gather socially!) at the club at NMM and run trains 

again.  So the club does not need (for regulated reasons) to remain closed.  We are able to meet up, but 

once again with restricted numbers, so that we can remain “socially distanced” while present at the club. 

So now, with small social gatherings allowed again, it is basically again up to the discretion of the key-

holder on duty, to decide for himself whether he is prepared to open the club layout or not, on any given 

Saturday or Wednesday.   

Can we then ask that we continue to make use of the Whatsapp chatgroup to let folks know if / when the 

club will be open or not, until unrestricted gathering is once again permitted.   

And if / when you do make use of the club layout, remember that we need to restrict numbers within the 

layout (we believe 4 operators at a time is the maximum we should permit – and you can’t run more than 

four trains simultaneously anyway), sanitize hands on arrival, and wear masks even though we are not in a 

“public space”… for your own protection, as well as for other members who may be present. 
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Tuesday Evening Running At The Club 

Unfortunately our next scheduled Tuesday “themed evening” came up very soon after the lifting of the 

Covid Alert Level from 4 to 3.  And with Covid-19 infection numbers still very high (although admittedly a lot 

lower than they had been at the peak of the Third Wave), we regretfully had to make the decision to cancel 

our intended 27th July “British trains” evening too.  

Our host for the evening was sadly still busy recovering from his own bout of Covid-19, and the majority of 

members who responded to the Whatsapp announcement of the cancellation were in any case not pre-

pared to attend, due to Covid concerns.  And rightly so!  We need to take this disease seriously (even if / 

when we have been vaccinated), due to our “advanced age” in many cases, as many of those that I know 

who have had the disease, and especially the older ones, say that it is not something to be taken lightly.        

Hopefully by the end of August the Covid infection levels will be down sufficiently for us to feel safe to hold 

our planned SAR evening (and also our Swap Meet!).    

The schedule of dates for the remaining evening sessions for this year (remember, it’s last Tuesday eve-

nings of the month), starting at 17h30 and running until around 20h30 (but obviously at this stage subject 

to any further Covid-19 Lockdown or restrictions that may apply), is as follows: 

 Tuesday 29th June  American evening        (deferred to some later date TBA!) 

 Tuesday 27th July  British evening  (sadly also deferred) 

 Tuesday 31st August  SAR evening 

 Tuesday 28th September European (Continental, including Swiss ) evening 

 Tuesday 26th October  American evening 

 Tuesday 30th November British evening 

Reminders about these sessions will be posted on the club’s chatgroup, but I’m suggesting that you make a 

diary note of the monthly dates meanwhile anyway, if you have not already done so. 

Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members / posted on the Whatsapp Chatgroup once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who 

have requested such, are emailed a copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also 

housed in the club library (in a blue file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent or “special” that you need to be notified 

about.  You need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list…  Let Glynn know if you aren’t 

receiving mails this way, and believe you should be. 

 

The Inaugural Virtual Swap Meet – 31st July 2021 

By Brian Dawson 

This Covid pandemic and the resultant restrictions on meeting-up have really played havoc with Swap Meet 

arrangements over the past nearly a year and a half…  Quite a number of Swap Meets have had to just be 

cancelled because of the regulations preventing social gathering.  We at EMRIG have been relatively fortu-

nate in having been able to host our February (in March!) and December meets last year, as well as our 

February and May meets this year.  But last year there were only three (of the scheduled eleven) meets 

held due to lockdowns (the other one held was a Crossroads [Krugersdorp] meet in October), and thus far 

only four of the planned six for this year have transpired.  Poor old PMTC in Pretoria, who normally hold 

their Swap Meets in a school hall, have been prevented from holding any Swap Meets at all for the past 

year and a half, due to Education Department restrictions on the use of school properties by the public!  

They lost out on all four of their meets last year, and two so far this year… 

While we were back under Alert Level 4 lockdown in July, we were informed that the Swap Meet planned 

for 31st July (to be hosted by Crossroads Hobbies) was cancelled.  Although the Alert Level was changed 

from Level 4 to Level 3 on the Sunday before the Swap Meet date, allowing small gatherings, it was too late 

at that stage to change things, and it was felt there would most likely still have been resistance on the part 

of the buying public to turn out in numbers. 

Instead, Crossroads Hobbies decided to be innovative, and try something new – a “Virtual Swap Meet”!  I 

was curious to see how this would work in practice.  I spoke to one of the regular traders (Neil Plumbly), 

who I know from my membership of GFG and see regularly at Chamdor, and he explained the intended 

process to me, as he had got it from Yolande Opperman at Crossroads.  So when I received an email invita-

tion to the “Virtual Swap Meet” from Craig Kloke of Craig’s Models (because I happen to be on Craig’s mail-

ing list), which fortunately included a link to the event, I was able to forward it to the club members with a 

bit of an explanation of what to expect. 

Although I am not at all familiar with Zoom meetings (as a retired person I don’t have a lot of actual “work” 

work to do anymore!), having only attended two Zoom funeral services, I decided to still give it a go (and it 

really wasn’t that difficult!).  I sent a Whatsapp message to Yolande requesting info, and received (on 

Whatsapp) an invitation to the meeting.          

When I joined the meeting just after 08h00 on the Saturday morning, there were 21 of us present in the 

meeting.  This number only went up to 24 while I was attending.  According to Yolande, at one stage during 
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the course of the morning there were 35 people present, although the total headcount was 43 people who 

had logged in at different stages through the morning.  The numbers declined towards the end as guys 

checked things out, did what they wanted to do, and left the meeting.  When I went back in to the meeting 

a bit before 11h00, there were 11 persons attending, and Yolande was wrapping up with a debriefing.   

There were sadly only six traders participating in the Swap Meet.  Crossroads Hobbies and Craig’s Models, 

both of which have established websites with online businesses and mail order facilities, were the bigger 

guys.  John Burkhardt and Neil Plumbly were there, as was Danie Pienaar from the Kroon Model Trein Klub 

in Pretoria, and a newcomer Chris Hockaday who I had not encountered before.  I must say – it didn’t really 

feel like a Swap Meet, though, without Mervyn and Minnie being there…. 

I was under the impression that (somehow) we would be able to peruse the stocklists of the various traders 

within the Zoom meeting (during the 08h00 to 09h00 preview period) before trading would start at 09h00.  

This turned out not to be the case, and was a bit of a “negative” for me.  The traders’ stocklists were how-

ever available on the Crossroads Hobbies website (www.crossroadshobbies.co.za), under their link to the 

Virtual Swap Meet.   What the hosts did do for us during the preview period was to display the stocklists, by 

opening them and scrolling slowly through them in display mode, so that they were visible on screen in the 

main meeting room (but while the participants present in the room were having discussions about how the 

proceedings would work).  I found this a bit distracting, as I was also half listening to the discussion with 

one ear.  Also, when I wanted to go back and have a look at particular items that had been scrolled past, I 

couldn’t as I had no control over the scrolling.  What I had to do instead was to go out of the meeting, go to 

the Crossroads Hobbies website, where the traders’ lists were available, and there I could then scroll 

through and inspect them at my leisure.     

With Crossroads Hobbies and Craig’s Models already having existing websites with itemised catalogues, for 

them it was just a case of providing links to their website catalogues.  The other traders all had to do a lot 

more up-front preparation before the event.  They needed to (beforehand) prepare and submit their stock-

lists, which took different forms, for uploading.  Neil and Chris prepared Excel spreadsheets.  Neil had a 

“thumbnail” (but big enough) photo for each item, inserted in a cell per the line-item.   Chris had far fewer 

items for sale, and provided “cluster” photos of the items.  JohnB’s list was a Word document, with very 

detailed descriptions of the items he had for sale (they were generally high-value items, where the detail 

would have been expected and was justified), followed by large-format photos of the items.    

Yolande as the host was answering questions during the preview period, and providing useful suggestions, 

as a number of us present in the meeting were not too sure how this “Zoom thing” worked, and needed 

some guidance! 

At 09h00, when trading could start, Yolande then announced that she was opening the “break-out rooms”, 

and directed each trader to go to his designated “room”.  Non-trader participants could then select from 

the list of break-out rooms, and join a particular trader in his room.   This was not an exclusive one-on-one 

situation, as I had initially thought would be the case, as there could be multiple participants together in 

the break-out room, but it was an opportunity to interact directly with that trader (although in the pres-

ence of the other participants who happen to be present). 

http://www.crossroadshobbies.co.za/
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I didn’t actually buy anything (I was there primarily to find out how it would work – a fact-finding mission, if 

you wish).  I spoke to Neil afterwards, and he said that he did actually make some (albeit limited) sales.  I 

don’t know how any of the other traders fared…  But whether or not they made money in sales during the 

actual two hours of the Swap Meet “meeting” on the day, there should be a lot of additional benefit for the 

participating traders.  It will primarily be about the additional and prolonged exposure that they are getting.  

Their stocklists will remain (hopefully updated) on the Crossroads Hobbies website for two weeks after the 

event (so if you rush there now, you should still see them!).  That means that their contact details are out 

there, and even people only hearing about the Swap Meet days or a week or two after the event can still 

get hold of them, and ask “do you still have…?”, or “if not that one, then do you have something similar?”, 

or “can you try and get ……. for me?”  They are now contactable for far longer than would be the case with 

just a chance interaction at a physical meet, and then having to wait for the next (local) Swap Meet in three 

months time, and hoping he’ll be there again.      

It also means that, having gone through his stocklist today (even though I didn’t buy something) I have now 

seen the kind of things that Neil holds in stock, and next week (when my wife is not listening in to my con-

versation! ), I can say to him “Neil, do you perhaps still have that gas station, and that American barn?”  

And if those have meanwhile been sold he could say to me “no, but I have since got a grain storage depot.  

Would you perhaps be interested in that instead?”  

Another benefit is that the buying public is not limited only to local people who can physically get to the 

Swap Meet venue in Krugersdorp or Benoni or Pretoria.  In attendance at this virtual meet were at least 

two participants from Durban (where they don’t have Swap Meets  ...) and even someone from Malawi 

and a guy from Czechoslovakia!  Potentially, there’s a much bigger wider world out there for the traders… 

I tried “attending the Zoom meeting” on my phone.  Using the Whatsapped link that Yolande had sent, it 

was very simple to join, but then I could hardly see anything!  The phone screen is too small for the amount 

of detail, and I found it just way too frustrating.  The Facebook Event link that Craig had sent by email 

worked just as well, linking across straight to Zoom, meaning that I could then access the Zoom meeting on 

my laptop, could see things that much better, but just had to put up with the slowness of getting the laptop 

up and running at the start (my desktop computer doesn’t have a camera, needed for the *preferable but 

not essential] visual interaction), or a microphone.  A tablet / iPad should work well, though.   

To me it was very disappointing to see how few people attended this virtual Swap Meet – and that’s both 

the number of traders as well as members of the buying public.  I think there are a few reasons for this: 

 The decision to go with a “virtual” Swap Meet (instead of NO Swap Meet) was made quite late in 

the day, and there was not a lot of time to put the word out there that it was happening. 

 Marketing of the fact that there WAS actually now going to be a Swap Meet (after saying there 

wasn’t going to be one) was limited both in time and in the number of available channels to let 

people know it was going to be on.   

 As with all things “new”, there will always be natural consumer resistance to trying something new, 

from those of us who are change-averse.  With the virtual Swap Meet relying quite heavily on tech-

nology, there will also be those out there who are technologically inept and challenged, and not 
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able or willing to try out the “new system” that they haven’t used before, or don’t understand or 

even know about.  Especially us “old fogey” non-techies might be “disinclined to bother”, because 

it involves technology we are not familiar with.  

But despite this, in her debrief at the end of the session, Yolande said that they are going to persevere, and 

will be holding regular Virtual Swap Meets in the future.  A calendar of dates will be set up and distributed 

through the Swap Meet network.  Two of the major lessons learned from the event are: 

 Get the word out there early, by as many channels as possible (and in future this will be started 

three weeks in advance of the event), and 

 Get the trader stocklists posted and available for inspection by the public at least a week ahead 

of the event, so that potential buyers can browse and make their selections ahead of time.  The 

plan is also to standardise the stocklist format, for ease of reference. 

Despite the relatively low level of participation (both by traders and buying public) in this inaugural Virtual 

Swap Meet, I believe that it is a valuable additional promotion and marketing tool for our hobby, as well as 

an additional outlet for the traders, and this ESPECIALLLY in uncertain times where further waves of the 

Covid pandemic might prevent us again in future from holding our traditional physical Swap Meets.  I be-

lieve the concept is most certainly worth persevering with.   As Neil says, this event served as a test run to 

“proof the concept”, and it has proved that the concept can work.  Now we need to promote it, and get the 

word out in good time ahead of the next one, and the concept will grow! 

I’m sure that when Mervyn started off with the initial Swap Meet concept years ago (I do wish that he 

would write up the history of the development of the Swap Meets for us!), that there were far fewer trad-

ers (and far fewer tables [=break-out rooms!]) required than there are for our present (particularly the pre-

Covid) meets.  But this new idea too will catch on, as additional traders realise the benefit of participation, 

and put in a bit of time and effort in putting stocklists together, rather than just the “old fashioned” bung-

ing stuff in boxes and bakkies and then spreading it out on tables on the day…  

(Below is a pre-Covid physical Swap Meet [Dec 2017] pic, just to remind us of “the way things once were”…) 
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The End Of A 36 Year Era: ColinTT’s Layout Sadly Is No More 

By Brian Dawson 

I very distinctly remember the day I heard of ColinTT’s passing.  On Saturday 11th July 2020 I went through 

to Chamdor to run trains on the layout there for the day, as the EMRIG layout was at the time still closed at 

the instruction of the Mall, due to the Covid-19 lockdown restrictions.  With the Chamdor layout being 

inside factory premises in an industrial area, and out of the public view, they were able to function at that 

time.  I drove from Alberton to Chamdor (which takes me about ¾ of an hour), and arrived there at around 

10h00.  I collected my train box and throttle, my tool box and the cooler bag with my lunch, all from the 

boot of the car, and climbed the stairs to the layout on the second floor.   

My phone had beeped a few times while I was driving, with Whatsapp messages coming through, but I 

hadn’t checked them whilst driving, intending to do so as I sat with the guys and had a cup of tea before 

getting down to the big task for the day – the serious business of first moving the big connected-up circle of 

Council Bluffs modules (to make space for further expansion of the Chamdor layout), and then the more 

enjoyable business of running my trains for the rest of the day, while the Chamdor club members either 

worked on their modules or also ran their trains. 

As I opened the door I sensed a very sombre mood, rather than the normal cheerful whistling and banter 

and bustle of the Chamdor club getting ready for a day of train fun.  Neil Plumbly came over to greet me 

and said compassionately “We’re so sorry to hear of ColinTT’s passing.”  I looked at him in real surprise, and 

said “No, it was Geoff Kingsburgh who passed away yesterday, not Colin.”  He replied “I knew about Geoff, 

but Colin TT has now also passed away.  Didn’t you know?”   

That’s when I checked my phone, and saw the messages from Rosemary, letting us know that Colin had 

passed away at breakfast time that morning, probably not long before I set out for Chamdor.  Rosemary had 

quickly messaged EMRIG, and also GFG (the Gauteng Freemo Group) and SAG (the Saturday Afternoon 

Group), two other train clubs that Colin and I both belonged to.  That’s where most of the Chamdor guys 

(also members of GFG), who had arrived at Chamdor before me, had received her message and thus were 

already aware of Colin’s passing earlier that morning.     

I was stunned!  I had visited Colin on the Thursday afternoon just the week before, to collect a piece of 

scrap plywood that he had offered me, for my EMRIG Builders Supplies Yard modules (which are still not 

completed…).  He had been hale and hearty, standing in his workshop at his bench, working on the new 

control panel for Bob Woodhead’s Quarndon station yard.  We’d had a good chat and catch-up as I stood 

there, wearing my mask, while he showed me the progress that he had made, before he scratched around 

and found the piece of wood he had promised me.  We still joked about how hairy we both had been, with 

Colin still not having had a haircut for the four months since Lockdown had started. 

And on Saturday 21st March, just a week before the start of our Covid-19 Lockdown was announced, I had 

had the distinct privilege and pleasure of running some of my British trains on Colin’s layout!  Colin had 

hosted the last of our SAG meetings at his place on that day, the last meet before Covid put a stop to our 

Saturday Afternoon visits to view train layouts.  Colin had invited myself and Richard Taylor (another GFG 
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and SAG member, who also has British trains) to bring our own trains to run on his layout once he had 

completed his computerised running session.  What a privilege that was, to be able to run on such a 

beautiful and detailed and superbly-functioning layout.  And of course I managed to get myself into trouble 

on the day, shooting a red signal (which I hadn’t even noticed!) as Colin had changed the routing, for his 

train (he and Richard and I were all running trains simultaneously) to cross the main line that I was on and 

enter the Rugby Station yard.  I was supposed to have stopped in the station at the red signal to allow his 

train to cross over!  Fortunately someone’s helpful “big hand in the sky” reached down and grabbed my 

Class 25 loco to stop it in time, before any physical damage (as opposed to the very acute embarrassment!) 

was caused! 

I had seen Colin’s layout in operation on a number of other occasions: after EMRIG AGMs at Colin’s place 

when he routinely invited the members up to see the layout and set his trains to run their computer-

controlled session, and also during a previous SAG visit in June 2015, just over six years ago.  I had taken 

numerous photos of his layout on that occasion, and I am so glad that I did. 

Colin and Rosemary had lived in that house since 1980, and Colin had had the outbuildings including the 

train room built behind the house, the train room taking up the whole upper storey above Colin’s outside 

office, and the tack and general storeroom.  Rosemary tells me that Colin had started working on that 

layout in 1985, and he was always busy developing and improving its functionality.  

With Colin now having passed away, there was some speculation as to what might happen to his layout, and 

when…   But nothing happened for a while.   

Rosemary has decided to stay on in the house.  One of her and Colin’s daughters, Louise, with her husband 

Bradley and their teenage son, have moved in with her, so that she has company and also the added 

security of their presence on the smallholding where she still has the stables and the horses.  Louise and 

Bradley both work from home, and are in need of more office space.   

On Monday 12th July, almost exactly a year since Colin’s passing, Rosemary contacted Glynn and I, to let us 

know that they were going to start dismantling Colin’s layout, in order to turn the train room into the 

needed office space.  She said there were lots of boxes of “bits and pieces” that needed to be identified and 

taken off her hands, please, as they wanted to clear the space and start getting rid of “stuff”.  She suggested 

bringing a bakkie to be able to load it all.   

We arranged to go around there the following Saturday to check the stuff, and also to collect the few club 

items that Colin had had at his home, which he had been working on (Glynn had long since collected the 

Quarndon control board, so that Jan could continue with wiring it up).      

First their Border Collie, and then Rosemary herself, met me as I got out of the car, and she and I chatted 

briefly for the first time since that day I had picked up the piece of plywood.  I had attended Colin’s live-

streamed memorial service, and seen her and the family there on-screen, and had sent her a message of 

condolence, but had not had an opportunity to speak to her in person since Colin’s passing.  She told me 

that Glynn and Mark were already up in the train room.  It was with a sad and very heavy heart that I 

climbed the steep metal staircase behind her and entered the room where, on the last occasion, I had had 

such an enjoyable afternoon with Colin and Richard and the other SAG members.  
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The view as I entered the train room was a very sad and distressing one indeed.  The centre peninsula of the 

layout had been removed, and was lying stacked in pieces on its side, together with the trestles, against one 

of the perimeter boards.  The landscaped surface, at the point where the peninsula had abutted against the 

rest of the perimeter layout around the walls of the room, had been cut through, exposing the tunnels 

through which the trains had passed to access and leave the peninsula.  The perimeter benchwork was all 

still in place, but now had been stripped of all its former glory.   

Rosemary had contracted Mervyn Mark to strip the layout.  All of the trackwork had been lifted, and all of 

the structures were removed.  The benchwork was covered with the scattered ballast, and remnants of the 

landscaped surface.  Here and there were some of the more “scrappy” landscaping items that could not be 

salvaged for resale – bits of hedgerows and clumps of foliage.  The Digitrax components had been removed 

and were clustered together, for John B to collect.   

The cover panels for the control boards had been removed, exposing an absolute mass of wiring, testament 

to the amount of time and effort that Colin had spent on automating his layout.  All the point motors could 

be switched at the touch of a button, or as the result of an electronic pulse generated by his computerised 

system, where he could have four trains running simultaneously, setting off from their allotted sidings or 

platforms at designated times, every track with its signals operating accordingly, the trains slowing down 

and stopping automatically at stations or red signals along their routes, and then resuming their journey, 

responding to the instructions from his computer programme.  I remembered how impressed I had been at 

how well coordinated everything was, and how it had all worked so flawlessly. 

But now that beautiful layout, which Colin had treasured, and had spent so many hours working at 

developing and perfecting, and running his beloved British trains on (how he loved his Stanier Black 5 

steamers!), was sadly reduced to a few messy boards covered with scatterings of ballast. 

Colin’s superb collection of locos and rolling stock was safely stashed in some big boxes in the office 

downstairs, probably for sale in due course, once their true value has been ascertained. 

Glynn and Mark agreed to go back the following weekend to remove the control boards, with the switches 

and components that could be of value.  Meanwhile, Colin’s son-in-law Bradley would continue to remove 

the rest of the benchwork, moving a step closer to turning what was once a wonderful layout in a dedicated 

train room into a home office, which will then have a new life and new purpose of its own.    

It seems such a pity that all good things sadly must come to an end this way.  But, as my wife suggested, 

when I lamented how many hours of Colin’s effort was now being dismantled, we should rather think of the 

hours and hours of pleasure that he had enjoyed while developing his layout, over the past 36 years, and 

while running his much-loved trains there.   

Colin TT, may both you and your beautiful layout R.I.P.  And then may the same go for all other layouts 

which will no doubt have to suffer a similar fate one day…   

The pictures below sadly contrast the state of the layout in June 2015, with how it looked in July 2021…   
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Kit-bashed Boat Repair Dock (Part 3) 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

 
Here is part 3 - the conclusion of this part of the Boat Repair Dock building project.  With all the 
modifications made to it, it has taken tooooo long, but definitely worth it in the end. 
 
Below is a photo of the proposed interior.  On the left at the back is a doorway leading to the wood storage 
area.  The closed off part in dark wood (with the white door) is a machinery section (not detailed, but is 
where the woodworking machines are supposed to be kept). 
 

 
 
The white wall area at the right back is the downstairs office in the brick building, and the other doorway on 
the right leads out to the side platform work area. 
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This photo shows the proposed layout of the interior. 
 

 
 
Here the “tarpaper” roof and supports are in place in front of the brick-built office. 
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This has to be the most tedious part of the hobby – putting shingle strips on the roof.  I use double-sided 
tape on the lined roof to stick the Campbell Scale shingle strips down.  So much easier than the glue and 
stick-it method suggested.  The brass weights behind prevent it moving away while laying the strips. 
 

 
 
The office roof is completed, and I’m busy laying shingles on the side workshop roof.  The weights help to 
stop the roof moving while doing this. 
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All the shingling is done, and I have added the corrugated iron sheets on the back wood store.  They were 
also added onto double-sided tape.  They were painted and weathered before placing on the roof.  Final 
weathering was done using pastel powders. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 23 of 55 

 

Another time consuming job is painting and weathering all the tools and racks for the interior and exterior 
walls. 
 

 
 
All these castings come from my “bits box”, and they get painted as and when needed. 
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Here the upstairs office has been finished using bits and pieces again from my “bits box”.  The door is from 
the same (bits box) source.  The one supplied in the kit is a solid metal one and could not open.  I needed a 
door that was open, as I could then place figures on the deck outside, as well as being able to see the 
details inside through it and the windows. 
 

 
 
The downstairs office was given the same treatment by filling it with the necessary office equipment and 
figures.  These photos were taken while the building was still on the work bench. 
 

 
 



 

Page 25 of 55 

 

The pic below shows all the bits and pieces being placed in strategic positions, as well as the installation of 
the lights.  Signs were added around the inside, adding to the atmosphere.  Some of the castings as well as 
signage can be seen on the exterior walls. 
 

 
 
 

Here is a view looking up the ramp from the water’s edge and into the detailed interior. 
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Another view of the outside work/repair area, before placing the final details and sliding door. 
 

 
 
This view shows the front exterior, with the deck from the office as well as temporary fitment of the bi-fold 
doors, to get the right height above the rails.  An error was made here, and I then had to cut three 
millimetres off the bottom and redo them so that, theoretically, they would be able to close. 
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Temporary placement of the details outside while still on the workbench, to ensure that it looked right 
before placing them on the layout.  The “crooked” top roof is just caused by the camera angle, which made 
it look like that. 
 

 
 
Here the sign is now complete, windows have the open parts in position (brass inserts into the white metal 
window frames).  It is obviously tea time, as the boss is sitting on the deck outside the office chatting to the 
manager, and a worker is taking a break down below on the right. 
 

 
 



 

Page 28 of 55 

 

The dockside cranes are now in position.  Here the interior lights, as well as the lit-up outside repair area on 
the right hand side, can be seen. 
 

 
 
A moonlit photo of the whole setup, showing the front wood barrier walls all weathered and the tyres 
added as bumpers on them.  The ramp leading from the water up to the interior work area will also be 
covered with a sand floor.  It also shows the well lit area inside, giving it a great atmosphere. 
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A side view of the building, also taken on a moonlit night.  When I have progressed a bit further with this 
section, it will have ground cover on it, and everything will be bedded in properly. 
 

 
 
This is where it is situated on the layout, as part of Pelican Bay.  Once the green building to the left is also 
built and placed on the pier, the base for the water will be textured and painted, and the Woodland Scenics 
realistic water will be poured to match the existing water on the left. 
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This Repair Dock building is one of four supplied in the Builders in Scale kit.  This building will also be used 
for building new small boats for Pelican Bay.  The second one (a sail maker’s shop, although it may be 
something else as I already have one on this level) will follow around to the right of the above. 
The third building in the kit is the Seafood Restaurant, and the fourth one is the lighthouse seen on the left.  
This construction will be covered in another article later on, as I did alter it quite substantially.  
 
Please note that, if anyone has any questions about any of my projects or my layout, they can email me at 
my email address - brianmessenger@icloud.com. 
 
Just don’t ask for a track plan – as it is all just in my head   . 
 
Till next time, keep modeling. 
 
Brian - the HOn3 guy in Knysna. 
 
 

My little Train Store in the East Texas countryside 

By Kevin Chamberlain 

The question that is sometimes asked when friends get together is – “What would your ideal job or career 

be if you were free to choose?”  How many would say that they would like to own their very own model 

train store?  Well, this has now become a reality for me! 

This chapter in my life started for me back in 2018 when my wife Charlene was approached by her two sons, 

my stepsons. They revealed to her that they had the opportunity to move to the United States of America 

with their father and his wife.  After digesting this news for a while, Charlene started to investigate if it was 

possible for us to follow her sons across to the States.  

We were referred to the same immigration attorney that was handling the children’s case, and luckily 

managed to book an appointment with her while she was on one of her whirlwind visits to South Africa.  

During the appointment the attorney mentioned that she had heard that I have a British Passport, which 

naturally meant that I was a British Citizen. When I replied “yes” she said that it would then be an easy 

process.  The way to do this was to apply for an E2 business and investment visa, which is open to citizens of 

the United Kingdom as well as other European countries.  

Well.  It sounded pretty straight forward…  

With this in mind, Charlene and I decided that we should at least visit the country to see if the move would 

actually work for us.  Therefore we travelled to the United States during my work holiday, which fell over the 

2018/2019 Christmas/New Year break.  After spending a week in the United Kingdom taking care of 

business, we made our way across to Dallas on a fact-finding mission.  As the children’s father is a farmer he 

was looking at farms in East Texas because of the climate and rainfall.  We therefore spent our time 

travelling around the Tyler, Canton areas to gather the relevant information we needed.  Everything looked 

good to us, so the decision to move here was made. 

mailto:brianmessenger@icloud.com
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As we were entering the United States on the E2 business visa, we proceeded to sell our house, vehicles and 

other assets so that we could invest in a business in the United States.  In June of 2019 Charlene travelled 

across to the United States to look for a house that we could buy.  One of the prerequisites when buying the 

house was that it had to be “semi-commercial”, as this would allow us to live and run a business on the 

same property.  We considered a few business options, one of which included a wood laser-cutting 

workshop, and hydroponic farming, to name a couple.  I did mention to Charlene that I could open a small 

model train shop as a secondary business to our main objective.  It was then suggested that I should make 

the sales of model trains my primary business.  

With thirty years spent in the hobby, the deal was 

sealed!  

After an exhaustive search, Charlene found and 

bought a property that had a house and a barn on 

it.  The barn (seen here) was to become the home 

of the new Model Train store. 

So, with all the planning done, our visa 

application was prepared by the attorney and 

sent to the United States embassy in Sandton, 

Johannesburg, for processing.  On the 6th September 2019, I worked my last day for the company that I had 

spent the last seventeen years with.  The plan was to make our way to the USA before Christmas with my 

visa in my back pocket.  So we waited, and waited.  Eventually, in January 2020, we got our application back 

from the embassy, but no visa.  

After further investigation it was determined that as I was living in South Africa, I was not “British” enough.  

It was therefore decided that I should move to the United Kingdom to become “more British”.  

On the 6th March 2020 I was dropped off at the airport by Charlene so that I could make my way to London.  

As soon as I arrived in London I went to apply for my National Insurance number, British driver’s license, 

National Health papers, and applied for a new passport, all in preparation for applying for the E2 visa again, 

but this time through the United States embassy in London.  The plan was that, once I got the visa, Charlene 

would also leave South Africa, meet me at Heathrow Airport, and together we would fly to Dallas.  

Again, it sounded pretty straight forward…  

As all this was happening, the Covid pandemic was gaining momentum around the world, and the dreaded 

word was eventually shouted out – “LOCKDOWN!”  And that is where all our USA plans came to a grinding 

halt, with me stuck in the UK and Charlene stuck in South Africa.  In April I moved into a “half” bedroom 

apartment in the seaside town of Southport  to wait out the “lockdown”, as almost everything in the UK had 

shut down, including shops, hair salons, the United States embassy in London, and worst of all, the pubs.  

Luckily, the ASDA around the corner had a sufficient supply of beer and toilet paper, so hope was not lost.  

Towards the end of July we received the good news that the United States embassy was opening up again, 

although on a very limited basis and with interviews only.  The staff at the embassy were very efficient and a 

pleasure to deal with, but it did take another three months, and a number of train trips between Liverpool 

and London, and then Liverpool and Manchester, to finally get my Visa stamped into my passport.  
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It was approaching the end of November when I finally got my visa approved and further permission to 

travel to the USA, so I did not hesitate to book flights from Manchester to Dallas via Lisbon and Newark 

airport aboard Air Portugal, the cost of all these flights costing me £340. I had booked a seat in economy 

class on the longest leg of the flight between Lisbon and New York on an Airbus A320 aircraft.  In total there 

was myself and approximately fifty other passengers on the flight, so we could sit and sleep anywhere on 

the aircraft “just not first class”, and use all three seats if we so wished. 

 In the end, I made it to Dallas on the 10th December and started my new life in the USA!  

Our home that we bought had been standing 

empty, apart from our furniture, for over a 

year.  I therefore had to get the furniture in 

position, and unpack boxes, but, most 

importantly, remodel the barn so it could be 

used as the model train store.  The previous 

owner had built the barn for the purpose of 

doing woodwork, either to make new 

furniture or recondition old furniture.  It was 

therefore a woodworking shop when I first 

saw it. The photo alongside is of the barn 

before I started the remodel.  

 I spent most of my time doing the 

modifications on the barn by myself, and was pleased when Charlene eventually joined me on the 7th 

January 2021. Together we 

installed the new ceiling 

panels, hung the slat-wall 

panels, and painted the 

ceilings, walls and floor to 

get it to what it is now.  The 

work is not complete, but is 

still being done on an on-

going basis. In April we 

decided that, even if it was 

incomplete, we had to get 

what stock we had onto the 

shelves and get the e-

commerce website up and 

running.  

This second photo shows 

the vision that I have in my 

mind of what I am trying to achieve in the business.  We have included a lounge area where customers can 

relax and enjoy a complimentary coffee while browsing through the stock that I have in the store.   
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An additional hurdle that I had to jump was that the suppliers did not want to supply me with stock as I did 

not have my Texas Sales Tax certificate.  This took a few weeks of pure frustration, as business is still 

conducted primarily with the use of mail in the United States.  

In the end I received the relevant paperwork, and I now have a steady stream of stock arriving in the store.  

This has allowed the shelves to slowly fill up.  My main goal now is to get the word out that there is a new N 

Scale Specialist for customers to choose from.  Advertisements have been placed in the “N Scale 

Railroading” and “N Scale” magazines.  This will ensure that our brand goes worldwide.  

One of the projects that I am still busy with is the “Freight Car Wall” that will be used to display the majority 

of freight cars that we will have in stock.  I will also be purchasing two tall glass cabinets to display the 

locomotives and the Micro-Trains runner packs and Kato multi-car packs.  

My aim for the business is to eventually have one of the largest selections of N Scale equipment available 

on-line.  After visiting a few model train shops locally, I can confidently say that I now have the largest 

selection of N Scale in the State of Texas.  My experience from having been an N Scale modeller for thirty 

years is that I have always been disappointed when visiting the various Model Train Shops around the 

world.  This is understandably due to the fact that HO Scale is the dominant scale within these stores, so not 

much N Scale equipment is kept in stock.  

I presently stock most of the well-known brands such as Atlas, Kato, Digitrax, Woodland Scenics and 

Walthers, to name a few.  I was on the phone recently to Intermountain, so will have their products in store 

soon.  Unfortunately I cannot get Athearn stock at the moment, but will keep trying.  That is a story for 

another day…  

I also offer the service of sourcing and purchasing HO Scale equipment for the HO modellers as well as the 

other scales if the items are still available at the wholesalers but not at the usual hobby stores.  I can also 

accumulate items for overseas customers which allows them to order goods to be placed in a “goodie box”, 

to be shipped at a later date.  

I would like to use this opportunity to take 

you on a photo tour around my store. I hope 

that you can pay me a visit if you ever come 

to East Texas.  

Alongside: Barn with signage, awning and 

flags flying.  
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Right: The Freight Car Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below Left and Right: Wall and counter display. 
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Below:- Woodland Scenics display.  

 

My website address is :- www.nscalewherehouse.com 

Follow me on facebook at :- www.facebook/nscalewherehouse.com 

Editor’s Note: Kevin, younger brother of Glynn our current club chairman, was wanting to emigrate to the 
USA, and eventually left RSA just before the Covid-19 pandemic caused the Lockdowns that interrupted his 
emigration process.  I was concerned for Kevin, and the way that his plans and his whole life journey had 
been interrupted and seemed to be stalled by all these circumstances beyond his control.  And so it was a 
great relief to hear that he had eventually made it to Texas, and that things were happening for him!  And so 
I asked him to give us an update!  Thank you, Kevin!  And I’m so glad that things seem to be looking up for 
you!  From all of us at EMRIG, here’s wishing you all the best with this new business venture of yours!!  
 

How It All Began For Me… 

By Kobus Pelser 

 

Editor’s Note:  As John B mentioned in his introduction to this series, in his “starter” article in our May news-

letter, I had made brief mention of how I started out in the hobby in an article I wrote for our April 2021 

newsletter, about a five-year-old girl and her enthusiasm for model trains and for Thomas the Tank Engine in 

particular.  That gave John the idea!  We feel that this is a subject which every club member (and hopefully 

also other readers and contributors!) could write about, and so at least provide one article for the newsletter 

each month, much like the Water Tower Challenge is intended to do.  So, hopefully, each month, someone 

will write for us, and someone new will be challenged!  So far it’s making for really fascinating reading!.....   

Those who have told us their stories so far are John B (May 2021), Jimmy M (June 2021), and Colin A (July 

2021)….  Now here’s Kobus Pelser’s story…  

http://www.nscalewherehouse.com/
http://www.facebook/nscalewherehouse.com
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Thanks for this opportunity to share “The beginning of my Love of Trains ” 

Many moons back……. 25th December 1981 at 0:00, I woke up from a big noise in the house, wondering 

what’s going on.  Still fast asleep I strolled down the passage to go and investigate what is going on!  To my 

surprise I saw a big box under the Xmas 

tree !!!!  Wow – whose is it?  Went and 

checked it out, and saw my name on it, 

grabbed it and opened it very carefully.  It 

was a Lima SAR train set! 

It’s every boy’s dream to have a train set!  I 

unpacked it, and looked at the track plan to 

see how to build it, and played for hours!  I 

have always dreamed of having a nice layout 

with big mountains and tunnels.  Once a 

month I went with my parents to do 

shopping, and next to the OK Bazaars was a 

big Hobby Shop.  Everything a child could 

dream of was in there, but the only attraction for me was the trains – racks and racks full of wagons to 

coaches!  There was also a large variety of scenery stuff and buildings to choose from.  If I only knew then 

what I know now, I would have saved up and bought more trains   

Where I grew up, 45km from Middelburg in Mpumalanga (old Oos-Transvaal), between all the coal mines 

and power stations, many railway lines ran there as the trains transported the coal from the mines to the 

power stations.  The trains were the old steam ladies, and I rode on my bicycle for kilometers next to the rail 

just to be close to them.  Sadly it was not long before they were replaced with the diesel machines. 

Something I will never forget was the day I was 

chased out of the classroom as my English 

teacher was fed up with me staring out of the 

classroom.  A 16F slowly moved past our school, 

and the grand old lady was “something for the 

eye”.  Next to our school was the local grain silo, 

and a bit further down was the train station.  As 

you can imagine, it was a busy line with plenty 

trains of all sorts coming past.  As time went by 

sadly all the steam trains faded away! 

Many years later, in 2010, I went shopping at 
Northmead Mall, and guess what I found? – 
EMRIG model train club, and there I met Colin 
TT, the Club Chairman.  He introduced me to the 
club.  Wow, was I surprised to see a real live 

layout, one I had always dreamed of with mountains and tunnels and scenery to die for, with so much from 
N gauge to HO, and then from Analog to DCC.  Wow, it was a totally mind-blowing experience.  I never knew 
that there was so much involved.  I asked Colin “How can so many adults play with trains?”  Wow – I 
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thought Colin was a signal changing colors, then changing to a steam engine blowing steam!  Luckily, I was 
on the other side of the layout, as I saw that this steam engine was going to flatten me!  Ha, ha, ha, yes, 
Colin took a deep breath and said, “Here we operate model trains, we’re not playing with trains!” 

A soft voice came from behind, “Young man, would you like to operate a train?” I turned around.  I saw 
another wise man, Uncle Bob (Woodhead).  Wow, he gave me an introduction to the analog layout, and he 
let me operate his train, so the plan to do some shopping at the Mall went out of the window – as you can 
guess, a first-timer got lost in the wonderful world of Model Trains! 

 

Still in seventh heaven!...  I went to a hobby shop at East Rand Mall looking for a trainset, got a fright when I 
saw the price range, but, for my budget, I got a nice ATLAS “Santa Fe Freight” set.  So the next Saturday I 
met Uncle Bob at the club, and started to learn how to operate a train! 

I quickly joined EMRIG train club, and the rest is history! 

As time went by, I met so many fellow modellers, and am still learning something new every time.  As you 

all are aware, every hobby is expensive, and I realized very quickly that Rome was not built in one day.  I 

started off with a beginner set and operated analog, and today I can also say I can operate my train from a 

Digitrax controller or even my cell phone!  I started my current train collection with a small American train 

set, but then I got a bit of SAR, and then I needed some more…... I still proudly support South African rail! 

As you can imagine, when you talk SAR, the price shoots up.   But this did not scare me off, as I am building 

up my collection from buying at the swap meets, as you get some bargains there; you just need to be 

patient and just look around, you will find it, and some local hobby shops also sell some SAR trains.  
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Well, every train modeller wants his own layout, and you never have enough space and never have enough 
trains!  I have a small train room, 3m x 3m, and it’s a double layer layout, still with plenty of work to do.  But 
hopefully one day it will be as I want it, with scenery, houses, trees, lights and much more!  Shunting yards 
are a must for every layout…  Let’s jump on the Trans Karoo and explore my layout…  

We depart from Potchefstroom Station.  Building the station is taking some time, as there is so much detail.  
Welcome to the No Name shunting yard, with steam engine sheds and station.  Then the incline begins, to 
the upper level, and when you pass Sabie Pine Forests you need to pick up the log wagons with their wood 
loads from the forest siding.  Then you climb through the mountains, you pass the coal dumping site, pick 
up some empty coal wagons, and transport the wood wagons to the saw mill, from where the wood’s 
exported at the harbour.  That is a very busy area, with cranes loading the ships with the containers that 
have been offloaded from the container wagons.  Then you pass the “Pan” Silos, with the mielie drop-off 
and yard, and then you go past the farmland where the John Deere tractor is ploughing, and the windmill 
next to the farmhouse is pumping water.  After a long curve you pass Drie Susters Station, before 
descending back to the lower level.  After a long descent we pass the petrol tankers at the petrol depot, 
before arriving back safely at Potchefstroom Station.  I hope you have enjoyed the train trip! 

 

I am a proud train operator who is part of a great model train family.  As a kid I played with trains, and as I 
got older the trains got more expensive, but it’s still lekker to “play with my trains”.    

And Kobus has now challenged Mia van Breda!  So we look forward to reading Mia’s story next month… 
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Running Trainz Virtually – 13: Trying Out A Multiplayer Session 

By Brian Dawson 

Even before President Ramaphosa, on 27th June, announced the Alert Level 4 restrictions, which included 

the ban on all social gatherings except funerals, we members of the “Ops” group had begun to resign 

ourselves to the situation that there would not be another Operations Session for a while, due to this Covid-

19 “Third Wave”.  We’d (maybe taken a bit of a chance and…) held one (after a long interval) at the 

beginning of June, on John B’s layout, and were then due to hold the next one on 4th July on Glynn’s layout 

(as we normally alternate monthly between the two layouts).   

But two weeks before the scheduled session (being the week before the President’s “Family Meeting”) 

Glynn announced that he was considering cancelling the session, out of concern for the intensity of this 

rising Third Wave, and the health risks for those of us who would be attending.  He did not want to be 

responsible for hosting a “super-spreader” event!       

For these Ops Sessions we need anywhere between 8 and 12 operators for the session to run effectively, 

due to the number and frequency of trains that need to be run in the roughly 2 ½ to 3 hour period available 

to us on a Sunday morning.  And to do that, all of us need to be working in the same confined space, where 

it really is just not possible to remain “socially distanced” – there just isn’t enough space for all of us plus a 

very substantial layout, in what is effectively a train room the size of two double garages, to not sometimes 

be in very close proximity to one other. 

Reluctantly we had agreed with Glynn that it probably wouldn’t be a good idea to get together for our July 

Ops Session.  And then Cyril made his announcement on the Sunday evening a week later, and it was no 

longer our decision… it would now actually be a criminal offence if we did meet, and the convenor of the 

meeting could be jailed for contravening the Level 4 regulations… 

And then one of the guys on the chatgroup came up with the following comment… “If this Corona thing 

goes on much longer, the IT boffs will have to come up with an idea for us to operate remotely .”   

THAT got me thinking!... 

In my Trainz: A New Era package, which I had bought when we were locked down last year (in order to be 

able to still run trains, as I don’t have my own layout and couldn’t get to visit the club), some of the routes 

include something called a “Multiplayer” session.  But up to now I had pretty much just ignored these.  I 

had naturally had a quick look, and had gathered that they required the participants to obviously all be 

online together, and to all have the same route, and then they could simultaneously run trains within and as 

part of the same session.  But I wasn’t particularly interested at the time, preferring to do my own thing, 

and just left these Multiplayer sessions out when running the routes. 

But when that comment was made, I immediately thought to myself “But the IT boffs have already done 

that!  If the rest of you guys also had the T:ANE programme, we could actually have a remote Operations 

Session!...”  
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Those of you who can remember how this whole “Running Trainz Virtually” thing started for me will know 

that Jan Kruger introduced me to T:ANE.  And I then bought the identical package to what Jan has.  And 

then, a month or two back, Mark Peddle had asked me about the programme, and I sent him the latest 

advert that I had seen.  A week or so later, he sent me a pic of his computer screen, showing me that he had 

also now bought and loaded the programme!  Cool!  So that makes three of us!...  And another good friend 

of mine, DaveJ, who I had told about my T:ANE pleasures, had gone and bought himself the (more 

expensive) more recent version, and is also now running Trainz (but Trainz 2019) on his computer… 

I wondered if it would be possible for the four of us to set up our own little “Virtual Ops Group”, and have a 

virtual Operations Session, using one of these Multiplayer sessions?  I asked each of the guys whether they 

could be keen to give it a try.  And all of them are!.. except that…  Mark hadn’t had his T:ANE for very long, 

and, due to all the pressure that he has been under at work, and sorting out club stuff, was still only 

working his way through the tutorials and had not yet run any of the actual routes.  He’s still very much a 

T:ANE novice, and feels he needs a bit more practical experience before he can join in.  Dave is also still 

working, and this is his really busy period of the year, and he’s currently working long hours…  give him a 

month or so, and then he’ll be able to join us!  I also realised that Dave, with his upgraded programme, 

doesn’t have exactly the same route that Jan and Mark and I have, but Dave was fortunately quite happy to 

pay $5.00 to buy the identical (earlier) version to add to his package.  So that then left only Jan and I 

presently available, but we were both very keen to give it a go! 

I had proposed that we use the “Kickstarter County” route, which is a fairly simple imaginary American 

route.  The route has a lot going for it, with numerous “paired industries” (a logging company, and a sawmill 

that takes the logs and produces lumber and woodchips, and a paper mill that takes the woodchips and 

produces paper products, and other industries that require lumber.  Then there’s a coal mine, and a power 

station that needs coal; and a fuel refinery, and a mine that requires large quantities of diesel fuel…  There’s 

a decent-sized central classification yard, and a big central station, and lots of little passenger stations or 

halts around the layout…  You get the picture!...).   

When I opened the Kickstarter County Multiplayer session, I was first informed that I was unable to run the 

session because there were additional items that I needed to download.  But these were all free downloads, 

which add extra interest to what is already a fine and fully functional route.  I downloaded them, and it took 

a bit of time and data to do so, but all worked out fine.  THEN I could actually look at the session… 

Obviously I was already reasonably familiar with the route, from having previously run the regular (solo) 

sessions quite some months back.  I wanted to see what would make this multiplayer session different.  I 

was expecting there to be waybills and routes ready set out for us as part of the session…  What I found was 

five locos (or pairs of locos in consist) provided, set out at different positions on the layout, as well as 

numerous items of rolling stock placed in position, mostly as rakes of say 5x gondolas, or 3x flatcars, or 8x 

tanker wagons, a few rakes of boxcars, and two rakes of 8x empty coal hoppers standing at the mine, and 

seven or eight passenger coaches parked in the loco sheds / service area.  More than enough stock there to 

start with.  But there were no instructions…! 

The other thing I discovered is that, like with the regular Quickdrive sessions common to almost all the 

routes, it is possible to add additional locomotives and rolling stock to any point on the layout, which could 

then increase the complexities of the sessions many-fold if so desired.  



 

Page 41 of 55 

 

When I discussed this lack of instructions with Jan (after he had also downloaded the necessary extra 

“downloadable content”, he said “No.  YOU need to set up those instructions!”  I asked “How do you know 

this?”  He replied “Haven’t you read the manual?”  “What manual?”  And he then proceeded to point me to 

where I would find the 386 page downloadable manual (on the launch menu!  I hadn’t noticed it…  I’d just 

gone straight to “Start Trainz”, and been doing things intuitively for the past year!...).  Thanks, Jan!  That’s 

actually quite useful to know about!  

So it appears that whoever initiates the Multiplayer session gets to serve as “dispatcher” or administrator 

for the session.  He has to allocate the locos to the various participants (up to five participants can be 

accommodated for this Kickstarter session), and tell them where to go and what to do!  I realised that this 

was not something that one could do off the cuff…  I would first need to do a bit of thinking about this!  And 

plan out what could be done. 

So over the next couple of days I re-familiarised myself with the layout, now paying particular attention to 

the location and sequence of stops or industries along the routes.  I looked at what industries produced 

which products, and where those products could or needed to be transported to.  What trips would make 

realistic sense?  How long would they take to complete?  What rolling stock would be required?  Where 

would opposing trains pass each other (given that much of the layout is single track)? 

The five loco sets include a small SW1500 switcher, a Kanawha K4 steam loco, and a pair of ATSF SD45s, all 

based in the main St Nicholas Yard.  Then there is a pair of Southern Pacific SD45s parked up at the mine, 

close to the empty hoppers, and there’s another single ATSF SD45 hooked up to a short train of six 

log/lumber flatcars and a caboose, on one of the sidings at the sawmill. 

Although the Multiplayer Session can accommodate up to five “players”, I settled on four “runs” that could 

be achieved, and seemed to be meaningful.  I opted to leave the switcher in the yard, being available to be 

selected by (allocated to!) whoever needed to make use of it there.  The switcher could be used to attach 

extra wagons or cabooses to the rear of trains, pull the passenger coaches out of the shed and move them 

over to the platform track, etc. 

With the SP SD45s being stationed at the mine, the logical run for them would entail loading the empty coal 

hoppers at the mine, and then delivering the coal to the power station, before returning empty to the mine. 

With there being six stations with passenger facilities (and passengers standing there waiting on the 

platforms!), it was obvious that one of the runs also needed to be a Local Passenger Service, starting out 

from the main station (once the train had first been assembled), running out to the furthest station (close 

by the mine), and then the return trip, and through the yard and out to the station near the power station, 

before returning to the central station.  For this run I chose to make use of the K4 Kanawha steamer.  

The small lumber train starting out from the lumber yard would make a short and simplistic run, loading 

lumber and delivering it to one of the freight houses off on a branchline.  But this could be expanded, 

requiring the driver to then travel to the logging area, load logs, return to the yard and pick up the empty 

gondolas, return to the sawmill and drop off the logs, load woodchips and more lumber, and then head off 

to the paper mill to deliver the woodchips, before delivering a second load of lumber…    

That would then leave me with the pair of ATSF locos in the yard, which we could use to do the fuel delivery 
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to the mine, using the tankers.  But the tanker wagons are empty, so they would first need to be loaded at 

the refinery, before returning and passing through the yard on the way to the mine.  But it would be a 

shame to have all that motive power just to move eight tanker wagons, so he could then hook up a few of 

the boxcars in the yard, and deliver them to freight destinations along the way. 

In this way, looking at what was available, where it was stationed, and what seemed to make sense, the four 

runs came together.  But no way was I going to be able to remember all these instructions, especially if I was 

concentrating on running a train of my own, so I ended up typing them up as formal “instructions” for each 

of the trains.  An example of one of the sets of instructions is presented below… 

Train #4 – Lumber and Woodchips  

1. Select “Greg’s” ATSF SD45, located at Fogarty’s End. 

2. Load the empty flatcar wagons with lumber by stopping next to the lumber shed. 

3. Travel from Fogarty’s End, through Smallbrook Junction, and on to Oyonix. 

4. Offload the lumber stacks at the Rosario Transportation freight house at Oyonix. 

5. Run around the train, and recouple. 

6. Travel (loco in reverse, with the empty train) from Oyonix, back through Smallbrook and Fogarty’s 

End, down through St Nicholas Yard, to the Clearwater Logging siding. 

7. Load logs on the train, stopping opposite the log pile. 

8. Run around the train, and recouple. 

9. Travel (now forwards) from Clearwater Logging to St Nicholas Yard. 

10. Couple to the 5x empty gondolas on Track 9, adding them to the train. 

11. Travel from St Nicholas Yard to Fogarty’s End. 

12. Offload the logs at the log offloading site. 

13. Load the gondolas with woodchips by driving slowly under the woodchip loading hoppers. 

14. Load a second load of lumber stacks on the flatcar wagons at the lumber shed on the other industry 

track. 

15. Travel from Fogarty’s End to Smallbrook. 

16. Offload the woodchips at Waldberg Paper Mill, by stopping the gondolas on top of the drop-in 

grate. 

17. Travel on from Smallbrook to Oyonix. 

18. Offload this second load of lumber at the Rosario Transportation freight house at Oyonix.   

19. Run around the train and recouple. 

20. Travel from Oyonix to Fogarty’s End, and park the train on one of the industry tracks.  

This run should take around 2 hours and 10 minutes.  It can be shortened a bit by parking at Oyonix after 

unloading the lumber, instead of returning to Fogarty’s End.  

I then also realised that one would have to have “rules” to set out how the session should be run.  So those 

also had to be drawn up… 

General Rules / Information  

1. Have fun, don’t panic, don’t sweat! 

2. There is no time limit!  We can stop if / when we’re tired of it! 



 

Page 43 of 55 

 

3. Where there are double tracks, keep to the RIGHT, or on what is evidently the mainline, unless oth-

erwise directed by the Dispatcher. 

4. Regularly check to see where the other trains are on the layout.  You can do this by zooming out to 

overhead view, or by going to the Driver Select panel, and clicking on that train’s button to view the 

other driver/s’ location/s. 

5. Whenever arriving at a passing loop (e.g. Fogarty’s End, Arsao Village), slow and check for trains 

approaching.  If no trains are on the route ahead, then proceed.  If there are trains ahead, the sig-

nals should stop you anyway! 

6. If there’s a train approaching, protect your train by setting switches appropriately. 

7. All freight trains (i.e. not passengers) must trail a caboose. 

8. The tracks in St Nicholas Yard are numbered from the passenger station side – 1 to 12. 

9. The roundhouse is at the SOUTH end of the St Nicholas Yard. 

During the session, a small “information pane” remains present in the top left hand corner.  In this pane, it 

shows who is online in the session, and who has control of (or been allocated) which locomotive, as well as 

any other relevant session information.  There is also a separate chatbox facility, so that the participants can 

communicate with each other, typing in comments or instructions, or “current location” information, etc.  

(An alternative, I thought, might be to open a Whatsapp chatgroup for the session participants *assuming 

everyone has unlimited data and Wi-Fi+, and one can then *voice-+ chat freely rather than having to type 

comments and taking one’s attention off the train movements.)  

When a Multiplayer session is initiated, the administrator needs to decide if it is to be a public or a private 

session.  If it is private, the session is given a name, and a password is required for other invited participants 

to join the session.  If it is left as a public session, it is apparently visible on a “Multiplayer Menu” 

somewhere (which I have not yet discovered! – I haven’t read the whole manual yet!), meaning that other 

guys from anywhere in the world, who have the same programme and have downloaded the additional 

elements, and happen to be online at the same time, can then request to join in and participate. 

I had a rather amusing incident one evening when I had initiated a session in order to check the feasibility 

and the duration of one of my proposed (at that stage still draft) train instruction sets.  By default I had left 

the session set as “public”.  I suddenly became aware of new activity in the information pane.  Someone 

called “imarailfannn2222” had joined the session!  I had an interloper!  Next thing a “HELLO” typed in 

capitals appeared in the information pane, as he tried to attract my attention.  I continued to ignore him, as 

I was busy with what I wanted to get done, and was in any case recording times as my train passed various 

locations on the layout as part of my prep.  The Multiplayer session cannot be paused or saved, and I did 

not want to interrupt what I was doing, or lose track of my timing.  So I just ignored the oke! 

Next thing, in the information pane, it showed that imarailfannn2222 had taken control of “Dave”!  I 

thought to myself “Ag, let the oke have some fun while he can, until I close the session when I’m done”.  

“Dave” was the pair of ATSF locos in the yard, and I was running “Greg” (the lumber train described above), 

and he wouldn’t be getting in my way for a while seeing as I was up at Smallbrook. So I let it go, and just 

continued concentrating on my own activities.  Nothing happened for a few minutes.  Imarailfannn2222 

remained online, so I assumed he was now enjoying himself “running Dave” (even though I had not 

allocated Dave to him?).  (I could have clicked on “Dave’s” icon, and checked where he was and what he was 
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doing, but didn’t, as I was busy!...) 

Then suddenly a big pop-up box appeared in the middle of my screen.  “You have derailed!”  But my train 

was still proceeding normally…?  I closed the pop-up, and could then see in the information pane that it was 

“Dave” that had derailed!  Again I thought to myself “Tough takkie, pal!  Your problem!  You sort it out!”  I 

guess I could have been friendlier, and assisted, not that I was in any case sure what to do about it, but I was 

busy with my own task, and he hadn’t been invited anyway...  he was just interfering in “my” session!  

Nothing further happened for a while, and then about five minutes later, on the information pane I saw that 

“imarailfannn2222 has gone offline”.  I guess he slunk off in embarrassment, or irritated, or both. 

When I got “Greg” back to St Nicholas Yard to pick up the gondolas, guess what I found?  There were the 

“Dave” locos, hooked up to the longest rake of boxcars, with the locos very evidently derailed on the points 

leading the classification tracks out of the yard.  He had managed to proceed for only about 100 metres 

with his train after he had coupled to the boxcars, before derailing because he hadn’t set the points 

correctly!  So I guess it was a rather embarrassing experience for him, and that’s why he’d slunk off without 

shouting “GOODBYE”, after maybe trying unsuccessfully to sort out his problem?         

Once I had my planning sorted out, Jan and I arranged to have our own little Multiplayer Session, just the 

two of us participating, with me as the “admin”.  I duly typed up the train instructions, and emailed them to 

him so that he could print them off and have them available for the session.  We set a time that suited us – 

9 am the next morning – and initially made contact by Whatsapp, and then had a bit of a phone discussion 

to sort things out before we could get going.   

I asked what train he would like to run.  Jan chose to do the coal delivery to the power station, while I chose 

the fuel delivery to the mine.  This meant, obviously, that we would be passing each other at some point, 

both on the way “up” and again on the way “down”.  We used the session to “proof” the instructions for 

those two trains, and everything seemed to work out fine!   

 

    Jan and I passing each other just outside of Fogarty’s End, Jan on his way down from the mine 
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Lumber loaded at Fogarty’s End    Lumber offloading at Oyonix 

   

Run-around at Oyonix        Log-loading at Clearwater Logging 

    

Collecting gondola rake at St Nicholas Yard  Joining up lumber load with woodchip load 

Our session lasted just under 2½ hours.  Jan, running the session on his laptop without uncapped data, 

checked his data usage after the session, and found that it had consumed around 400MB.  So it is a tad 
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“data hungry” (there’s a lot of stuff happening!), but not excessively so. 

The two of us had fun for the morning!!  But we agreed afterwards it would plainly have been a lot MORE 

fun if we had had another two guys running the other trains!  I decided I need to encourage Mark and DaveJ 

to get up to speed and join us!... 

And then Jan (with his taciturn wisdom, and his greater knowledge of the manual!) said “Next time, you can 

allocate the other two trains to me as well, and I will set them up as “AI” trains, running in the background.”   

I really must read that manual sometime!!!!!         

 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By Mark Peddle this month! Yay!!     

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 
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 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 2020 November Jean Dulez 

 2020 December No contribution (no one was nominated..…) 

 2021 January  No contribution – Theuns dropped the ball!, and so I challenged Glynn… 

 2021 February  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2021 March  Shane Brinkley 

 2021 April  Mark asked for a month’s grace, and then another couple…. But, finally,….  

here it is….!! 
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Railway Bridges in South Africa 

By Mark Peddle 

Well readers, after having been challenged to write something for the Water Tower Challenge I have 

eventually found something that intrigues me.  Yes, the interest was spurred on by the TV documentary I 

have been watching called “Impossible Railways”.  I was blown away by the amazing structures that have 

been built with the advent of needing to get trains from point A to point B.  Our forefathers built bridges 

and access ways for the good old steam locomotives which today our modern trains are still using. 

This led me to look Local… Yup, as they say, “Local is lekker”.   

We have some outstanding structures around our country dating back to the early development of our 

railway network.  

Our engineers have really created some beautiful bridges that we can be proud of. 

If we think back that our rail network started in Natal, the Cape and the then Transvaal...  In a previous 

challenge I wrote about the Rand Tram.  If one casts one’s mind back to those days of the NAZSM railway 

development and the challenges that the engineers faced for the construction of our railway network….  

They didn’t have all the fancy electronic tools and computers, e.g. CAD Software etc., for design work and 

load calculations that can now be churned out in a few seconds.  Yet, today we still have these GREAT 

structures, which are still in operation today. 

In the gathering of the information I have highlighted but a few of our bridges around the country.  By no 

means does any bridge not being included here imply that they are not also worthy of being written about. 

 

The Kaaimans Rivier Railway Bridge 

This unique SA bridge was awarded 2019's National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark of the Year. 

Even abandoned, something can still remain beautiful – and one such architectural marvel has received 

well-deserved accolades for creating a unique landscape on the Garden Route. 

The Kaaimansrivier Railway Bridge in Wilderness was built in 1928, ferrying Outeniqua Choo Tjoe 

passengers to-and-fro across the waters below with breath-taking views of the valley.  Unfortunately, floods 

and a landslide in 2006 closed down its use, and it has since stood at a standstill instead, as a tourist 

attraction rather than a functional route. 

The bridge was designed by then-Transnet and the resident engineer was NK Prette-John.  

The NHCELotY award is granted to landmarks that are over a hundred years old, still in existence and have 

made a notable contribution to the welfare and economy of a community.  They should also be reasonably 

accessible to the public and have a well-recorded history. 
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Through the awards, recognition is given to the engineers as well as providing a platform for the 

preservation of these landmarks.  

 

The Kaaimansrivier Railway Bridge (Photo: Gabi Zietsman) 

 

Editor’s Note: A detailed article on the Construction of the Kaaimansrivier Bridge appeared in our March 

2020 Newsletter, if you would like more information about this particular bridge. 

 

Gouritz River Bridge 

The national road between Cape Town and Port Elizabeth crosses the Gouritz River 34 km west of Mossel 

Bay on one of the longest (219 metres) and highest (61 metres) bridges in South Africa, built in 1892.  

Construction of a new double-lane road bridge to replace the old bridge was begun during 1972.  The 

railway line between Riversdale and Mossel Bay was opened in 1906, and crossed the river by the same 

bridge, but a new railway bridge was built in 1931. 
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The Gouritz River Bridge near Albertinia, Western Cape, South Africa 

 

The Gouritz River bridges, showing the rail bridge, and the old and new road bridges 
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Van Staden’s River Narrow Gauge Rail Bridge 

 

This narrow gauge line from Port Elizabeth was authorised in 1899 and construction commenced in 1902, 

reaching the town of Avontuur in the Langkloof late in 1906.  The line was built to connect the scenic 

Langkloof, with its fruit-growing industry, to the port at Port Elizabeth.  The official opening of the line was 

in 1907, with a main line track length of 284 km (177 miles) from Port Elizabeth to Avontuur.  The 30 km 

branch line from Gamtoos Junction to Patensie was completed in 1914 to serve this citrus-producing 

area.   The establishment of the deciduous fruit industry in the Langkloof, and the use of the Narrow Gauge 

line to transport fruit to the cooling sheds in the Port Elizabeth harbour for export, led to the popular name 

for the narrow gauge line, namely the Apple Express.  It was also the name of the little tourist train (shown 

below) that we so badly would like to have back running again.   

 



 

Page 52 of 55 

 

The Van Staden’s rail bridge is the second highest railway bridge in South Africa, and the highest narrow 

gauge bridge in the world.  Construction on the bridge was completed in 1905 with it being 156m long, 77m 

high and containing 1 112 cubic metres of concrete and 574 tons of steel.  

 

Hennie Steyn Bridge 

The D. H. Steyn Bridge (also known as the Hennie Steyn Bridge, or simply as the Bethulie Bridge) is a 

beautiful arched sandstone bridge that spans the Orange River just outside the town of Bethulie, and 

connects the Free State with the Eastern Cape.  At 1,2 km in length, it is the longest combined road and rail 

bridge in the country. 
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 Tracks4Africa Padkos - Hennie Steyn Bridge 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

Mark revised the 2021 Duty Roster, due to some changes to the Key Holders, as well as the inclusion of 

Tuesday evening activities.   This new roster was circulated to members by email.  

Here is the revised Key Duty Roster for the next couple of months…. .  

  Date Name   Date Name 

5 Sat 31-7 Theuns W 1 Wed 4-8 Clive S 

1 Sat 7-8 Glynn C 2 Wed 11-8 Colin A 

2 Sat 14-8 John B 3 Wed 18-8 Brian D 

3 Sat 21-8 Mark P 4 Wed 25-8 ??? 

4 Sat 28-8 Kobus P 1 Wed 1-9 Clive S 

1 Sat 4-9 Colin A 2 Wed 8-9 Colin A 

https://fireflyafrica.blogspot.com/2014/08/van-stadens-narrow-gauge-railway-bridge.html
https://tracks4africa.co.za/listings/item/w158417/hennie-steyn-bridge/
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2 Sat 11-9 Ash P 3 Wed 15-9 Brian D 

3 Sat 18-9 Johan dV 4 Wed 22-9 ??? 

4 Sat 25-9 Theuns W 5 Wed 29-9 Jan K 

1 Sat 2-10 Glynn C 1 Wed 6-10 Clive S 

2 Sat 9-10 John B 2 Wed 13-10 Colin A 

3 Sat 16-10 Mark P 3 Wed 20-10 
Brian D 

4 Sat 23-10 Kobus P 4 Wed 27-10 ???? 

5 Sat 30-10 Colin A 1 Wed 3-11 Clive S 

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (please don’t turn off 

the one closest to the window *left-hand switch powering the IR+, as the right-hand switch powers the 

Security Gate lock!!!).  

Mark, as our Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that 

need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, 

and then let Mark know what you have arranged.  

 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Monday 9th August  Public Holiday (an opportunity to run trains?) 

 Saturday 28th August  EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 Tuesday 31st August  Evening Running – SAR Trains 

 Friday 24th September  Public Holiday (opportunity to run trains?) 

 Saturday 2nd October  PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria ??? (TBC) 

 Tuesday 26th October  Evening Running – American Trains 

 Wednesday 27th October Local Elections?? Public Holiday??  Run trains?? 

 ??? ????    The Great Model Train Expo  NOW POSTPONED INDEFINITELY 
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2021 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Layout Manager – ……………………    

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2021 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
FEES ARE NOW R450,00 FOR SINGLE MEMBER, R675,00 FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.  
IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID YOUR 2021 SUBSCRIPTION, YOUR FEES ARE NOW LONG 
OVERDUE!!! 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND NOT 
“EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE UNIDENTIFIABLE MEMBER HAS DONE IN THE PAST…    

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za

