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Chairman’s Message – June 2021 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello fellow EMRIG’ers. 

Wow, it feels like just yesterday that I wrote my last Chairman’s newsletter. They seem to be getting closer 

and closer. 

I write this Chairman’s message in the semi dark as we once again go into load shedding ☹.  Fortunately, 

we have worked in some battery backup at home that can keep us sustained, but we still have to put the 

house in a semi stealth mode.  I feel it is an awesome time to do some modelling, but after a day at work 

and then working in not-so-ideal lighting can be a bit off putting!  Oh well… 

This last weekend we had our second Swap Meet of the year.  Attendance-wise, I felt it was much the same 

as the last couple we have had, however, it did die out earlier than normal.  Thus, us closing it down 30 

minutes earlier.  

I would like to say one very big thank you to everyone who helped with the set up and tear down.  There 

were many hands present and it definitely was an easier level of work!  Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

With not much further to say, I would like to end off on an important matter.  All of you should have 
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received notice of a special SGM on Sunday the 13th June, i.e., in just under two weeks’ time. Please guys, it 

is very important that you all attend and understand the situation we are currently in as tenants at 

Northmead Mall, and the possible financial implications and decisions to be made. 

Please let us see a fantastic turnout for the SGM.  Plus, there will be the normal braai afterwards.  To 

protect against Covid, it is once again a bring and braai in every respect (i.e. not bring and share), to protect 

against any potential cross contamination. 

Looking forward to seeing you all there. 

Thanks folks and keep well. 

Glynn Chamberlain. 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Special General Meeting!! 

Yes, we have called a Special General Meeting of the club, to be held on Sunday 13th June at the East 

Rand Radio Club hall at Homestead Dam (where we held our AGM earlier this year).   This meeting is specif-

ically to consider our options as a club, given that, in our opinion, the electricity and other charges being 

levied against us by Northmead Mall are not affordable by us in the long term.  We need to consider our 

future as a club – do we look for other premises?  If so, where?  Or do we go back to being a nomadic club 

as we were years ago, with our layout in storage for a good part of the year?  Or do we increase fees, and 

stay where we are and pay up?  Or do we go on a massive membership drive, in order to increase our sub-

scription income that way, or find other innovative ways of fund-raising to make up the deficit?   

Please come along and participate in the discussion in person, and let us know your views, and be part of 

the decision-making that is required at this critical time in the club’s life.  If you can’t attend the meeting, 

and need to submit a proxy form, allowing someone else to vote on your behalf, please ensure that the 

person you choose as your representative is fully aware of your views and intentions, so that they can 

properly represent your opinion. 

Swap Meet Feedback 

Our second Swap Meet for the year was held this past Saturday 29th May.  As Swap Meets go, it wasn’t the 

biggest or the busiest that we’ve ever hosted, but it was still a good meet by all accounts, and there were 

lots of bargains on offer.   

We had 52 tables, although one trader (fortunately with just 2 tables) had to pull out at the very last mi-

nute when he found out that a family member he had been in contact with had tested positive for Covid-
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19.  We appreciated his frankness and the concern for others that he demonstrated by staying away and 

remaining in isolation, despite the fact that his Swap Meet income is really significant for him since the 

Covid-19 pandemic has effectively shut down his normal (tourism-related) income streams for more than a 

year now. 

There were 16 traders in attendance, with the number of tables per trader varying between 1 and 7 (7 just 

for just Mervyn), but with four other traders taking 5 tables each. 

The numbers of buyers attending seemed to me to be down on previous Swap Meets, and things went very 

quiet from around 11:00, and so the packing up happened by around 11:30 instead of the usual 12:00. 

There was very little “social distancing” in evidence around the tables at times, particularly around Mervyn 

and Minnie’s block of tables for at least half an hour after the trading bell was rung, testimony to the popu-

larity of their stalls and the bargains on offer!  It is impossible for us to “control” numbers around the ta-

bles, and we have to rely on the people attending to exercise discretion and use their own judgement in 

this regard – although the eagerness to get at the bargains does seem to override this judgement at times!   

But everyone was diligently wearing masks, and hopefully everyone sanitized on arrival at the Mall…  Our 

biggest dread is to discover that a Swap Meet has turned out to be a super-spreader event!...  

We were most grateful to have so many more club members pulling in to assist with setting up (and taking 

down) the tables this time, and helping the traders to bring in their goods!  Thanks guys!  The assistance 

was very much appreciated!  Definitely a case of “many hands making light work of the task”!... 

Tuesday Evening Running At The Club 

So far two of these “Themed” evening running sessions have been held at the club, and both have been 

well-supported and great evenings, by all accounts.  The first – the SAR evening – was held on 27th April, 

and then the European / Continental evening was held most recently on Tuesday 25th May, with 7 guys at-

tending (and I think there were 8 or 9 for the previous one).   I unfortunately didn’t get to attend either of 

them (I was on my way back from Namibia when the first one happened, and then as I don’t have any DCC 

European trains [other than a few old analogue German locos and a very mixed variety of old continental 

wagons+ I didn’t come through for the second, opting to spend the day working on modules at Chamdor 

instead), but from what I’ve heard they have both been great successes and enjoyed by all present.  So if I 

am not away in Namibia again at the time, I will be there at the end of June with my green and black Amer-

ican fleet…   

The schedule of dates for the remaining evening sessions for this year (remember, it’s last Tuesday eve-

nings of the month), starting at 17h30 and running until around 20h30 (but obviously at this stage subject 

to any new Covid-19 Lockdown restrictions that may apply, with the Covid-19 “third wave” and Level 2 now 

upon us), is as follows: 

 Tuesday 29th June  American evening 

 Tuesday 27th July  Swiss / British evening 

 Tuesday 31st August  SAR evening 
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 Tuesday 28th September European (Continental) evening 

 Tuesday 26th October  American evening 

 Tuesday 30th November Swiss / British evening 

Reminders about these sessions will be posted on the club’s chatgroup, but I’m suggesting that you make a 

diary note of the monthly dates meanwhile anyway, if you have not already done so. 

2021 Membership Fee Increase 

Please note that, as discussed and agreed at our recent AGM, the EMRIG membership fees for 2021 were 

increased, after a long period of having remained unchanged, and are currently set as follows: 

 Normal Single Membership  R450,00 

 Family Membership   R675,00 

If you have still not yet done so, your subs are overdue, so please pay your club membership fees ASAP.  

The club’s bank account details are provided at the very end of this newsletter.  Please ensure that you use 

your NAME as the beneficiary reference for your EFT payment, so we can tell who’s paid.  An EFT payment 

into the club’s account is the preferred method for payment, please, as we have to pay bank charges for 

the deposit of cash.  

Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members / posted on the Whatsapp Chatgroup once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who 

have requested such, are emailed a copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also 

housed in the club library (in a blue file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent or “special” that you need to be notified 

about.  You need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list…  Let Glynn know if you aren’t 

receiving mails this way, and believe you should be. 

 

 

http://www.emrig.co.za/


 

Page 5 of 46 

 

MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Kit-bashed Boat Repair Dock (Part 1) 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

 
Editor’s Note: Brian Messenger took a very well-deserved break from contributing last month, and started 

some work on a new structure!  It’s still a work in progress, but I managed to convince him to show us what 

he has been up to thus far… 

Many years ago, I purchased the Builders in Scale Tidewater Wharf kit with the intention of adding to my 
future layout.  

Upon receiving it, I made photocopies of the plans for future reference.  Unfortunately, this kit went 
“missing” during one of our moves, although I fortunately still had the photocopies of the kit.  I used these 
to scratch-build three buildings for my harbour area (shown below) on the layout.  They were also modified 
to suit the area. 

 
 
 
Recently, I was able to obtain this Tidewater Wharf kit again, through a friend.  I have a place on my layout 
now to put this kit plus other waterfront buildings on it.  I also obtained the Builders in Scale Waterfront kit 
in the same deal (still to be built), but the card stock copies have already been made for future use. 
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After an extensive bit of research on the web, I finally decided how I wanted to modify the kit and add 
interior lights and details. 
 
Again I made more photo copies of the plans, and started to cut and modify them to suit my needs.  I 
always do this and glue (Pritt-stick) the plans to card stock.  It is easy and a cheap way to modify the plan, 
rather than modify the kit and find out that it is not quite what you want.  Card stock can be discarded and 
you just begin again, rather than destroying an excellent kit. 
 
Here is a copy of part of the plan, the boat repair dock… 
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Below is a copy of the floor plan and where to start. 
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Photocopies cut out and placed over the floor plan, and ready to figure out where the modifications are to 
be made. 
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The idea here was to open up the building from the front water level, to be able to detail the interior with a 
ramp from the water level to inside, to enable work to be done on the boats.  HOn3 track is used here just 
as a guide. 
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Now to figure out how to get the ramp at the correct angle from the water level to the inside top front.  
Again I’m using card stock for the sides temporarily. 
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After careful measurements, I got the ramp angle right.  The track is just temporary as the correct track for 
the boat dolly still had to be made, as well as the dolly. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Here the dolly has been made and 
test-fitted under the boat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 12 of 46 

 

The track has been made, and here we have a test-fit with the boat dolly on it.  The bi-fold doors can now 
be measured for fitment once I get round to building the kit. 
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The stone walls are now in, and a solid base (Masonite) is in place.  
 

 
 
 
Again, a test-fit to make sure that all fits the way I would like it to be. 
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The front and side wood walls now in place (note the nut, bolt washer castings holding them in place). 

 
 
Here is where I now have to choose between a wood or stone base for the bottom of the building to stand 
on.  Right Way magnetic corner clamps come in handy when needing to get everything square on the base. 
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Still a lot of head scratching to do here on the foundations… 
 

 
 
 
This is as far as I am with this build, and I have not even started the kit yet (3 weeks of work so far!).  This 
includes a scratch-built lighthouse in close proximity to the above buildings.  More about that later…   
Hopefully by the time the next newsletter is due, I will have the next installment ready.  A kit like this 
normally takes me about 3 months to build the way that I would like it to be. 
 
Brian - the HOn3 guy in Knysna. 



 

Page 16 of 46 

 

Thinking Of Taking A Train Trip? 
From information provided in the RSSA Newsletter “On Track” – May 2021 edition 

 

 
Editor’s Note: A friend of mine recently went off on a Rovos Rail trip from Pretoria to Cape Town (Rovos is 
currently running 50%-off specials to encourage people to start using their trains again!).  As he told us 
about their experiences (which I’m hoping he will write up as an article for us!), I was wondering just how 
much rail travel is happening again around our country...  And then I saw this “article” in the latest On Track 
newsletter from the Railway Society of SA, which is kindly provided to me each month by Jean Dulez, and 
decided it was worth promoting….  By the way, when last did you ride on a real train????  
 
On PRASA’s Mainline Passenger Services…?  Yes, the following trains are now running: 
 
Fridays: 
Johannesburg -Cape Town  Cape Town-Johannesburg 
Johannesburg-East London  East London-Johannesburg 
Johannesburg-Port Elizabeth  Johannesburg-Durban 
 
Sundays: 
Cape Town-Johannesburg  Johannesburg-Cape Town 
Johannesburg-East London  East London-Johannesburg 
Port Elizabeth-Johannesburg  Durban-Johannesburg 
 
Tourist Class Info 
 
Boarding the train 
 
Passengers are requested to board at least 30 minutes before the departure time. 
 
Bedding and amenities 
 
Sheets, blankets and pillows are made up for you by the Tourist Class bedding attendant @ a cost of R75 
p/person, payable in cash on the train (subject to availability).  Taking your own bedding, i.e. pillow and 
blanket, is advised, as the supply is irregular.  Please bring your own soap and towel.  
 
Accommodation 
 
Tourist Class (economy sleeper cars) offers 2-berth coupés and 4-berth compartments, which convert to 
seating for daytime use.  Furnished with basic leatherette bench seats, which convert to bunk beds at night, 
and a washbasin with hot and cold water, these Tourist Class coaches are not air-conditioned, so the 
windows open for a superb view of the countryside.  A metal / mesh screen is provided for use at night to 
allow cool air circulation.  *Please note that all sleeper accommodation has to be pre-booked.  
 
Compartment allocation 
 
Solo travellers on Tourist Class will be sharing a 4-berth compartment with other passengers of the same 
gender. Two passengers travelling together (married) will be booked into a 2-berth coupé by themselves. 
(Subject to availability)  Families of three will be sharing, unless a full 4-berth family compartment is paid for 
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at the rate of four adult tickets.  A family of four will be allocated into a 4-berth family compartment.  As a 
solo traveller you may want to upgrade to a 2-berth coupe for the rate of two adult tickets.  Couples or two 
passengers travelling together can upgrade to a 4-berth compartment for the rate of four adult tickets. 
*Senior citizen rates do not apply when upgrading to a coupe or compartment.  
 
Ablution facilities 
 
Each sleeper-car has a hot shower at the end of the corridor, with lockable shower cubicle and changing 
area. 
 
Catering 
 
There's a Tourist Class restaurant car selling snacks, drinks and affordable complete meals.  A Full English 
'Farmhouse breakfast' hits the spot in the morning.  Beer and wine are available for something to go with 
your lunch or dinner. The food is inexpensive, even by South African standards.  Selective convenience foods 
are available from the trolley service during the day.  You may take your own food and beverages onto the 
train. 
 

Luggage 

25 kg personal luggage is allowed per full fare paying train traveller on Tourist Class.  Additional luggage is to 

be checked in at the baggage counter at +-R5 p/kg. 

Safety & Security 

Security is not an issue on Tourist Class trains – besides having security guards at the stations, there is also 

ample security on board.  Sleeping compartments have both a normal lock and a security lock, which 

cannot be opened from the outside.  Train managers and their assistants take good care of their passengers. 

Train Manager 

The Train Manager is in charge of the train.  His/her responsibilities include the welcoming of customers, 

allocation of compartments, and the inspection of tickets.  He/she is the person who will attend to all your 

needs en route. 

Senior Citizens 

SA Senior Citizens of 55 years and older are entitled to a discount during off-peak periods when they travel 

in Tourist Class (not applicable to Premier Class).  Senior Citizens will need to produce their SA identity 

document when collecting the ticket. 

Motor Car Transportation 

Private motor cars and SUVs can be transported in specially-designed transport coaches attached to the 

Tourist Class train.  Routes available are: Johannesburg –Cape Town, –Durban –Port Elizabeth.  Cars can only 

be loaded and off-loaded at these stations.  Please arrange for your own car insurance.  T and C’s apply. 
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A blast from the past: DAISIES, BONGOLS AND PEACOCKS 
– Working as a steam loco fireman in the ‘70s (Part 1) 

Written by Andrew Turk who lives in the UK.      (From RSSA “On Track” newsletter, May 2021) 

 
(This article will appear in two parts.) (Photos obtained by the Editor from Wikipedia) 

 
Have you ever secretly wished you could gain some practical footplate experience, even though you might 
not care for a full-time railway career?  In the early seventies I decided to break out of a rut and applied for 
a job as fireman on the South African Railways.  I arrived in Johannesburg in November 1971. Given free 
choice of allocation to any SAR depot, I plumbed for Germiston.  At the time Germiston seemed convenient, 
with an allocation of over 100 locomotives and within easy reach of Johannesburg and Pretoria.  
 
Within 48 hours of leaving my Surrey home, I was climbing onto the footplate of 1524, a North British-built 
Belpaired re-boilered 12A 4-8-2 
built in 1920, to start my three-
week practical training as “third 
man”.    It wasn't long before I had 
convinced the regular fireman that 
I knew the ropes, whereupon he 
happily retired to the comfort of a 
nearby shunters' cabin!  These 
three weeks were mostly spent 
shunting and even after a further 
fortnight behind a desk brushing 
up on regulations and signalling, I 
had still not realized that 90 per 
cent of the work at Germiston was 
shunting!  By the time I passed out 
after five weeks I was fairly itching to get out on the main line.  
 
Unfortunately it was not to be.  I was allocated to a regular driver who had only been driving a year, and 
while we got on well together, we were stuck on the shunting link.  This allowed only about one week in ten 
out on the mainline, and then only on inter-yard haulers.  This was far from my idea of practical footplate 
experience, and I decided to apply for a transfer as soon as possible. 
 
Two possibilities were open to me. Firstly, a Free State or Karoo depot, with large mechanically-fired 4-8-2 
and 4-8-4 types, running heavy traffic on the fast main lines, though with a total lack of scenic attraction 
and no fixed links, crews working on the “first in, first out” basis.  Alternatively, a depot in a more 
mountainous area such as the Cape or Natal, preferably with plenty of Garratts.  I questioned Germiston 
men who had spent time at other depots, and soon learnt that a popular shed for the drivers was Mason's 
Mill, Pietermaritzburg, though the firemen were not so sure – “too much work and bad Natal coal and 
cleaning heavily clinkered fires”, they said.  
 
My transfer to Mason's Mill took five months to arrange, giving me time to try my hand on all the different 
classes at Germiston, and on all types of work, though mainly shunting.  All three 0-8-0 S classes were 
represented there, of which the massive S1 (pictured below) took my fancy.  With a large grate, they needed 
very careful firing to avoid clinkering early during the regular 12-hours shifts.  Germiston's coal was supplied 
by the Witbank coalfield and, compared with Natal coal, as I was later to discover, it is excellent!  
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The original S Class shunters, 
built by Henschel in 1929, 
were definitely the black 
sheep at Germiston. Known 
as "Daisies" they were 
uncomfortable engines.  
Added to this, their tenders 
were totally inadequate, 
requiring the fireman to 
"trim" the coal after only 
three or four hours – 
something no fireman likes to 
do, least of all when shunting!  

Screw-type drop gates which would never drop, and inaccessible injector steam valves, were guaranteed to 
draw forth continual curses.  Other engines for shunting duties were drawn from the large allocation of 
12A/12AR, 15A/15AR, 15E and 15F 4-8-2s, plus a few 16CR 4-6-2s in their last years of life.  What work there 
was out on the main line would usually be handled by the hand-fired 15Es, with their enormous grates.  The 
blacks nicknamed them "Bongols”, their word for donkey, though they are far from slow.  Fireman had a 
ruder name for them – “Langpiels”!  One may be referring to the long drive shaft to the rotary cam valves, 
but Langpiel can also be translated into a somewhat less fashionable (?=less polite!) meaning! 
 

 
 
The 15Es were especially unpopular with drivers, due to the heavy manual action required to reverse the 
rotary-cam valve gear. On one occasion we were turning our 15E on the triangle outside Springs shed, prior 
to taking coal, and my mate, being in a hurry to get home for a fishing trip, went just a shade too fast round 
one leg of the triangle and failed to get the gear into reverse soon enough.  The result was that the 
stopblock ended up firmly in the hedge, and our cow-catcher was pushed right back into the front bogie.  
This was quickly straightened, but not before we had reversed hard into a beautifully-polished Springs 15AR 
and broken its front coupler.  We beat a hasty retreat to the yard before the Shed Foreman could pounce!   
 
One might occasionally be rewarded with a mechanically-fired 15F and although I was happy enough to 
handle the stoker on shunts or shed duties, I was caught out one day when given a 15F for a round trip 
working to a place near Pretoria.  I found I hadn't a clue how to handle one on the mainline with a heavy 
load.  In a thunderstorm my mate rescued me by firing and driving at his usual breakneck speed 
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simultaneously, while I hung on like grim death trying to make certain through the squalls that we were not 
passing any signals at danger!  It was a thrilling run, undoubtedly my best high-speed trip whilst at 
Germiston, and I certainly knew how to handle a 15F stoker thereafter!  
 

 
 
My seven months at Germiston taught me to be very wary of “pranks” by certain blacks.  Near Germiston a 
goods-only avoiding line ran through a black area.  At night it was essential to come to a stand at “reds” in 
this area with the couplings pulled tight by advance brake application, and to keep the brakes full on until 
the signal has cleared, otherwise, the blacks pulled the automatic coupler release wires with obvious 
results!  More malicious still was the occasion on which the locking chain of a facing point lever was broken, 
and the point reversed, with the result that a 15F ran off the mainline onto a private siding at close on 
60mph.  The Germiston crew jumped clear in time and survived, but the engine was severely damaged in 
the resultant pileup. 
 
After exactly seven months, by which time I was heartily sick of shunting, my transfer to Pietermaritzburg 
came through.  A weekend dash ensued, and I arrived in time to see the rows of Garratts dozing on shed at 
Mason's Mill on the Sunday afternoon.  I was booked out as third man next day on the Franklin run, to 
familiarise myself with the line and the mechanically-stoked GMA class double 4-8-2s.  In January 1973, 
Mason's Mill motive power consisted of some 60 or so GMA class double 4-8-2s, 27 GF double Pacifics, and 
seven lightweight and ageing GCA double 2-6-2s.  For light shunts in Pietermaritzburg there were four S2 0-
8-0s, with several 14Rs 4-8-2s for Mason's Mill and Victoria yards, as well as private siding work.  At one 
time the Garratt allocation was over 100, with the influx of a number of GO class double 4-8-2s; but these 
were re-allocated to the Durban north coast depot of Empangeni.  
 
Most trains on the Franklin and Greytown lines were GMA-hauled (pic below), with a high proportion 
double-headed by two GMAs.  On the Greytown line, they usually had auxiliary water tanks coupled 
between them, and some Franklin line trips were similarly worked, particularly from Mason's Mill as far as 
Donnybrook.   
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The Underberg branch was worked solely by GCAs which were stationed on the branch and worked down to 
Mason's Mill in rotation on the daily pick-up goods for their fortnightly boiler washouts.  The GF double 
Pacifics handled this, working when a GCA was not available, and three or four were also kept at Franklin for 
the Matatiele branch.  On the Greytown side, GFs worked the Bruyns Hill branch and shunted at Schroeders, 
and most trains on the Kranskop and Mount Alida branches from Greytown were GF-hauled. Otherwise, all 
traffic on this side was GMA-hauled.  The branch off the electrified Durban line at Thornville to Richmond 
was worked by three GFs (pic below) kept at Richmond, but exchanged regularly with freshly washed-out 
locos from the Mill.   
 

 
 
(To be continued in the next edition) 
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How It All Began For Me… 

By Jimmy Mattushek 

 

Editor’s Note:  As John B mentioned in his introduction to this series, in his “starter” article last month, I had 

made brief mention of how I started out in the hobby in an article I wrote for our April 2021 newsletter, 

about a five-year-old young girl and her enthusiasm for model trains and for Thomas the Tank Engine in par-

ticular.  That gave John the idea, which we then discussed.  We feel that this is a subject which every club 

member (and hopefully also other readers and contributors!) could write about, and so at least provide one 

article for the newsletter each month, much like the Water Tower Challenge is intended to do.  So, hopefully, 

each month, someone will write something for us, and someone new will be challenged!  Should make for 

fascinating reading!.....   

My train beginnings?  How did I get into this hobby?  I suppose I was influenced as a small boy…. 

I had two uncles who were absolute steam fanatics, having grown up with steam traction engines on their 
father’s (my grandfather’s) farm.  These were used mostly for threshing, and there were two sets of steam 
ploughs as well.  Added to that, the farm yard was next to a little station called Cedermont, which was north 
of Standerton on the Natal-Transvaal mainline, so steam engines and the early electric and diesel engines 
were also part of their interest.  It was they who used to take me up to the station to watch the trains either 
shunting or on their way to some destination far off. 

When we came down from Northern Rhodesia, when I was aged four, I got my first model train.  It was built 
by my one uncle, and the two wagons were built out of old Sharp toffee tins with brass screw in filters for 
wheels.  This became my favourite toy.  The loco I still have, but the wagons got lost along the way…. 

 

My First Train 
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We then moved down to the Natal North Coast.  As I grew older I used to love riding on the infield locos, 
which were narrow gauges that pulled the cane trucks from the various farm zones to the sugar mills. Some 
were still of the steam variety, but the little diesels had started to make their appearance.  (I don’t know the 
makes or classes of these locos).  As I got older I would often go and watch the Garratts and Class 19s 
pulling the cane and timber loads on the main North Coast line.  It was always a thrill to see the steam 
engines blowing steam and plumes of smoke, climbing those steep grades and tight bends. 

I used to nag my parents for an electric train set for either my birthday or Christmas.  “What, and then you’ll 
sit inside all day playing with a toy!”  Instead I got a bicycle or pellet gun, and was told to go and play 
outside. 

Skip a number of years.  Off to army I went, and while there and pondering on a career, I decided to apply 
for a scholarship with the South African Railways, which I got, so I was off to study.  After completing my 
studies in civil engineering, I decided to rather go contracting.  I was fortunate enough to work on the 
doubling of the coal-line from Ermelo to Witbank and likewise the section through Ulundi, including the one 
viaduct.  Many years later I also had the pleasure to work on the Gautrain; my section was from the 
Marlbourgh Interchange to OR Tambo airport. 

One day in November, thirteen years ago, Dianne, my wife, and I were walking through Greenstone 
shopping centre, doing Christmas shopping.  In the window of Caves Toys and Hobbies was a little train 
layout going round and round, and I told her my story of always wanting a train.  Well – come Christmas 
morning I got this big present.  It was a Bachman Train in the box.  I was floored.  We set it up on the lounge 
floor and she enjoyed it even more than I did.  In the New Year, off she went to Hobbies and Models in 
Darius Centre, and bought some more track and a couple of buildings.  Any rate, it was then packed away 
and sat in the cupboard for about 10 months. 

 

I then decided to haul it out again, bought a piece of marine ply, and set up the little layout on my work 
bench in the garage.  Dianne enjoyed doing the scenic work, so off she went and bought more buildings and 
even a little steam loco with a few more items of rolling stock.  The layout grew larger and the track longer.  
I was happy, as Dianne and I spent a lot of time together building the layout.  

Dianne fell in love with steam engines and thought they looked pretty and had something about them. So 
off she had gone and bought my first steam engine.   I must admit, I also like my steam. 
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My first Steam Loco 

One day, probably a year later, we just happened to go to Northmead Mall for Dianne to do some shopping.  
And lo and behold, I saw this huge layout in the mall.  Of course I went in, and the first guy I saw was 
Richard Mustoe.  I started talking to him, and he explained to me that it ran digitally, and I was intrigued by 
the sound and remote operating of the locos.  Dianne was also fascinated by the scenery works, until she 
was scolded by one of the club members for “touching”.  

I decided there and then that DCC is the way to go, so, with my four locos, off I went to John Burkhardt and 
had decoders fitted, and bought a command station and controller.  I have never looked back! 

Once I had decoders fitted, I joined EMRIG when the club was where Pick & Pay Clothing is today.  Very 
shortly afterwards the club moved to Checkers across the freeway.  I then began to learn all about all things 
model railroading.  I must say that there were a number of members who were able to guide me through 
many facets of the hobby.  I was sorry that I never joined the club before building my layout.   It would have 
saved both Dianne and I lot of heartache later, when we were having to tear up a layout where the scenery 
had been completed.  

Thanks to Dianne, my collection of rolling stock and locos has grown over the years.  One of my most 
favourite is my John Deere GP38-2.  I have built up quite a train, with flat cars, tankers, box cars and 
caboose, all marked in the John Deere livery.  Why John Deere, some may ask?  I come from a farming 
family, and many of my cousins who still farm run John Deere tractors and farming implements.   The family 
at one stage also owned a John Deere dealership on the North Coast, hence my love for all things John 
Deere. 

 

My John Deere GP 38 -2 
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What have I enjoyed the most of this hobby? Firstly, it has been a hobby that both Dianne and I have been 
able to enjoy doing together.  She has probably bought about 60% of my locos and rolling stock and scenery.   
I have enjoyed meeting a whole new bunch of people, many of whom will remain with me for years to 
come.  I have enjoyed the operating side of the hobby.  I can get lost in another world when I am operating.  
The saddest part of this hobby is losing some of my friends as they have passed on or have emigrated to 
foreign countries. 

So that is how I came to be part of this great hobby, and I hope that I can continue enjoying it for many 
years to come. 

And I’m now challenging Colin Anstis to tell us his story! 

 

         

 

There you go, Jimmy!  A few more John Deere train pics off the internet, to make your day even happier!! 
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Running Trainz Virtually – 11: Legacy of the Burlington Northern 

By Brian Dawson 

This is another of the routes that I bought as one of the “Black Friday” specials that were offered by N3V 

Games last year.  Normally selling at $40,00, and there it was on special at just $10,00!  Because of my love 

for Burlington Northern as a railroad, I had been wanting to buy it anyway... and now I had it for a bargain 

price! 

I’m sure that you’re all aware by now that I am a serious BN fan!  That’s Burlington Northern, before the 

amalgamation with Santa Fe in 1996 to become BNSF…   Burlington Northern operated under that name 

from 1970 to 1996, following the merger of four railways, being the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy, the 

Great Northern, the Northern Pacific, and the Spokane, Portland and Seattle railways, to form BN.   

Perhaps due to my being an ecologist, I think their “Cascade green” and black locos are among the nicest 

looking diesel locos I have seen.  I own four BN HO scale locos: two of them, an Athearn GP50 and GP40-2, 

are joined as a permanent consist (sound installed and permanently joined for me *as only one has a motor, 

the other is just a dummy+ by John B); then I have a Kato SD40-2 (my favourite!), also with superb sound 

fitted by John; and lastly an Athearn GP38-2, which also has a DCC decoder, but no sound (at least, as yet!).   
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There was a bit of an issue with BN’s green and black colour scheme though – apparently the locomotives 

and rolling stock had an “unfortunate habit of camouflaging into the scenery” and causing accidents at 

railroad crossings.  In late 1984 BN commenced 

the High Visibility study which applied orange 

and black nose stripes and orange along the cab 

face (I think these look terrible! – apparently 

also having little effect in reducing accidents), 

and they eventually went with the “White Face” 

scheme from around 1989, using either big 

diagonal white stripes, or else a large white BN 

logo on the nose, which fortunately seemed to 

work much better.  Obviously the green and black scheme was then abandoned after the merger with Santa 

Fe.  Pity! …. Although BNSF’s orange with black 

and yellow livery is admittedly also quite 

pleasantly striking…   

But despite all my prejudices in favour of BN, I 

have to admit that I have been a trifle 

disappointed with some of the technical aspects 

of the route that I purchased…  Or maybe it’s 

just me that doesn’t (yet) know how to deal 

with the challenges I’ve encountered…? 

The general information for the route describes it thus – “a beautifully mastered proto-fictional route from 

JointedRail.com.  Complete with custom content, locomotive and rolling stock packs, this route will provide 

hours and hours of endless fun and entertainment.” 

So it’s another JointedRail creation, like the Coal Country route I described last month, with quite a number 

of similarities in the artistic work, and being again of the same ultra-high graphic standard. 
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This time there are four sessions: the usual QuickDrive; Coal Delivery; General Freight; and West Clyde 

Sawmill. 

The route is in a Montana-like setting, real “big sky” country (and once again, I have had the privilege of 

visiting Montana and Wyoming – admittedly a long time ago! – and experiencing it *driving through it+ for 

myself, again a privilege paid for by my employer at the time).  There are wide open expanses, some of it 

open grassland, some of it wooded, though not nearly as densely as the forest areas of the eastern states 

where routes such as C&O Hinton and Coal Country are set.  There are very few farmsteads, and there’s not 

a lot of evidence of civilization between the towns – so they must be pretty big farms, or just wide open 

spaces…  

There are basically two towns, 

thus two railway yards, set 

close to either end of the 

route, and approximately 25 

miles apart.  At one end (the 

east, I gathered) we have the 

bigger town of Vernon.  The 

railway yard here is massive, 

with a passenger station (or 

“depot” as the Yanks prefer to 

call them), 8x grain silos, a 

massive wood yard and 

loading facilities, a large fuel 

depot with six big storage 

reservoirs for diesel and crude oil, and a 6-track engine shed.  And close by Vernon there are two “Vernon 

Portal Producers”, where once again AI trains can enter and leave the route.  There is also a loop around 

beyond Vernon, serving as one end of the dog-bone. 

 

 

The extensive Vernon Yard is seen 

above, with the Wellington Hill 

Yard pictured here on the right  
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Near the other end of the route is Wellington Hill, the other town.  The Wellington Hill yard contains 

another massive wood loading 

facility, fuel storage tanks, a freight 

house and an engine shed.  Beyond 

Wellington Hill, and serving as the 

other turnaround point on the route, 

is the large Santon Power Station 

(seen in the pic on left).  There’s also 

another portal, at the end of a track 

leading out of the yard.    

As is typical for this mid-west USA 

area, much of the route is single track, but with occasional long passing loops where trains can pass each 

other – these are at Pine Hill (closest to Wellington Hill), Northern Hill, Forest Lake, and West Clyde (closest 

to Vernon).  I guess that, in what is really a relatively flat landscape, the Hills are fairly prominent features, 

although they are not that evident when looking at the route.  The Forest Lake area has a large complex of 

lakes, where the rail tracks wind around the perimeter of some of the lakes, with occasional water 

crossings.  West Clyde is a more wooded and active logging area, with sidings and log loading facilities, 

about 15 miles from Wellington Hill.   

Between Forest Lakes and West Clyde 

there is a tiny roadside village, where a 

tar road crosses the rail route at a level 

crossing.  This village has just a truck-

stop filling station and “Cora’s Café”, 

two houses nearby, and a traditional 

Mid-west farmer’s barn just up the 

road.  There is also a big grain co-op 

with loading facility on a siding a couple 

of miles outside of Wellington Hill, 

adjacent to a big grain farm. 

The route is presumably a rather “old” 

one, as most of the bridges are of the 

wooden trestle type, some of them pretty 

extensive and impressive!   

As far as animation is concerned, this is 

again fairly limited.  Vehicles and people 

are all stationary.  The (few) level crossings 

have the usual flashing lights and bells, as 

well as booms that raise and lower when 

trains are passing.  The wood-loaders and 

stackers in the logging camp are all 
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stationary, although smoke is being emitted from the exhausts of all the equipment.  Rivers flow, the water 

moves and there are rapids and white water. 

The trees in this route are mostly Black Spruce (the common tree of the area), although there is some 

variety.  The spruce trees are designed in four planes, not the three planes that we saw in Coal Country, and 

don’t seem to have quite the same degree of realism that the three-plane trees had.  The non-spruce trees 

tend to be 6- or 8-plane trees.  

I started off by doing a quick QuickDrive session, just to get a feel for the route, and orientate myself.  I did 

this with just a single loco and caboose, and just trundled along below the general speed limit of 30mph, 

enjoying the scenery.  With QuickDrive there are no other trains on the route, so there is no need to stop 

and wait to allow trains to pass.  The +/- 25 miles went by quite quickly and pleasantly, under big blue skies 

all the way, in less than an hour.  No stars or points are earned on QuickDrive sessions… 

 

Then the first of the actual working sessions that I ran was the General Freight session.  This is allegedly a 1 

hour long “normal” session.  The other two (Coal Delivery and the Sawmill) would be longer or more 

difficult – the Coal Delivery is an hour and 20 minutes, but still rated “normal”, whereas the Sawmill session 

is 1 hour 10 minutes but considered “hard”. 

“Today you will be taking a freight train from Wellington Hill to Vernon. Hold position until the despatcher 

clears the signal, and then proceed to Pine Hills Jct (“junction”) and hold the main there. Observe speed 

limits and be safe.  Good luck!”  The train sets out from Wellington at 04h50 in the dark!  Well, it’s actually 

very early dawn, only just starting to get light! 

The train is drawn by a consist of 5 BN SD7s (these were EMD diesel locos built in the early 1950s, thus even 

older than me!), 6-axle locos with a 1500 horsepower diesel engine driving the six traction motors.  The rest 

of the train consisted of 48 wagons, a mix of box cars and grain hoppers, and a caboose. 

I passed the Wellington Hill Grain Co-op, and on the way to Pine Hill it started raining.  I stayed on the main 
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line, and needed to stop at the red signal, and wait for another long mixed freight train that was entering 

the passing loop.  I slowed to a crawl, and by the time the opposing train had fully entered the loop and 

freed up the single track ahead, I was able to pull away again just before I would have needed to come to a 

complete stop. 

The next instruction was to proceed to Northern Hill.  “There is a steep grade ahead, so you will want to 

maintain as much momentum as possible while remaining within the speed limit. When climbing the hill 

keep the throttle at run 8.”  I didn’t actually know what that meant practically, but knew I would need to get 

going as fast as possible.  I left Pine Hill at 05h08, and as I did so, the rain started to really pelt down!  This 

means that the visibility is seriously reduced, especially in the half light of the dawn, and one has to zoom 

right in in order to be able to see the train, and this means that you can’t see too far ahead, or much of the 

surrounding landscape. 

The grade on the way to Northern Hill was variable, and at times up to 3,5%.  But by maintaining 

momentum I had no trouble with it.  At Northern Hill, there was another instruction: “You will take the 

siding at Northern Hill to pass another train.  Wait in the siding until the signal is clear.”  

By this stage I was nearly 8 miles out from 

Wellington Hill.  This time it was a long fuel train 

that was passing by.  This train had five locos out 

front, plus two helpers pushing along coupled 

behind the caboose.  At this stage it was still very 

dark, but soon the rain started clearing, daylight 

was building, and it was possible to start 

appreciating the scenery! 

From there on it was just “Proceed to Vernon Yard.”  There were a number of beautiful old wooden trestle 

bridges along the route, but it wasn’t possible to see or photograph the detail of these bridges due to the 

poor light conditions of the early morning.  The route is twisting, and the light improves steadily throughout 

the trip as the dawn breaks. 

As we passed the little village, the level crossing booms came down, the red lights flashed, and the bells 

clanged.  We then passed the West Clyde (logging) sidings at around 15 miles out from Wellington Hill, and 

reached what is known as the Vernon Curve at around milestone 19,3.  Arrival at the entrance to Vernon 

Yard was at 5:45 as the sun is rising beyond it (so I’d been travelling west –> east, by my reckoning!).   The 

speed limit in the yard is 15mph, and the train twists and turns across numerous junctions (all pre-set for 

you) to get to the desired termination track.  I drew to a halt at 5:50, so exactly one hour after starting out, 

and 21,55 miles later. 

I earned 4 stars and 95 points.  I’m not exactly sure where I lost the star and the points, but I must admit to 

having been speeding on two occasions when entering a reduced limit zone.  And as there is nothing to do, 

really, other than accelerate and brake, I guess the speeding has to be the culprit!  As I’ve mentioned, all 

junctions are changed for you as you travel through the route in this session, and manual control is disabled 

throughout. 

It’s a bit difficult to see and appreciate the beautiful Montana-type scenery, because of running in the dark 
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(and with the rain early on), but I have to admit that the arrival in Vernon in misty conditions just as the sun 

is rising is absolutely spectacular! 

 

Okay – so now to confess that that is the only session where I actually earned any stars and points at all!  

The other sessions have proven to be somewhat more “challenging”!   

The next session I tried was the West Clyde Sawmill session.  I love log trains and logging operations.  (I 

think I should perhaps have been a forester!)  One hour and ten minutes, and “Hard”!  Well, I’ve lost track 

of how many hours I have now spent trying to get this one to completion… 

Unusually for these sessions, a typed “Train Order” card appeared as a “Pop-up” on the screen at the start 

of the session, providing a useful brief synopsis of the whole session, and what lay ahead.  Unfortunately, it 

is not possible to obtain a screen pic of the Train Order.  The order is dated 7/10/1978, and departure time 

is given as 11h30.  The rather cryptic trip information provided reads as follows: 

West Clyde Jct – BN/UP Train via Northern Hill to Wellington Hill 

Shunting at West Clyde.  Maximum 10 wagons at a time 

Load 5 empty cars, couple to train and hold short at West Clyde. End 

Via Forest Lake Jct, Northern Hill Pass 

31 cars weight 4019 tons, 3xGP9, GP5 

Train prepared to stop in Forest Lake/Main track/ couple 2xSD7 pushers 

Then there’s the usual more descriptive pre-session blurb: “You’re responsible for the delivery of logs from 

the West Clyde Sawmill (I think it’s actually more of a loading facility than a sawmill?) to their destination at 

Wellington Hill.  Some switches will need to be manually thrown.”  Now West Clyde is not too far from 

Vernon, so this would then entail travel along most of the route in order to get to Wellington Hill.  But 
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before we can travel along the route, we need to hook up a train, and load it!  Yay!  Stuff to do, and switches 

to be thrown, decisions to be made – not just speeding up and slowing down…   

The session starts with a single BN GP5 (#1365) waiting on a short siding (actually a lead out of a triangle) 

not too far from the “sawmill”.  From here, you need to head on up (UP being the operative word!) to the 

log loading facility, and at this stage the junctions are set, manual control is deactivated, and there’s no 

switching to be done.  The first required activity is to connect to the five empty bulkhead flatcars.  These are 

parked on the other side of the loader, so one passes under the loader in order to get to them, while 

passing by another five bulkhead flats that are already loaded with big heavy logs, standing on a siding next 

to the loading facility.  On arrival, passing under the loader, one is immediately awarded 1 star and 20 

points.  How “hard” is this going to be, then, if I’ve already earned a star for just moving forward half a mile, 

and doing nothing else?!    

“Load five empty traincars, then couple the five loaded traincars and approach to West Clyde Jct.  Follow 

instructions.”  Another pop-up appears, showing the required positioning of the wagon under the loader in 

order for loading to happen.  It was just a matter of then pulling the bulkhead flats under the loader, 

stopping in the right place, waiting a few seconds until one is loaded, then pulling the next one into 

position, until each one is loaded in turn.  The loading crane doesn’t move, and the woodpile from which 

the logs are being taken doesn’t diminish either, but, miraculously, a load of logs appears on the flatcar. 

Once all five bulkhead flats were loaded, it was a simple case of pull further back to clear the junction, 

change the switch (yip, actual switching at last!), and then push the newly-loaded five wagons back to 

connect up to the previously loaded ones.  Simple…. Except that, after clearing the junction, the train of five 

loaded wagons wouldn’t move!  It just wouldn’t budge, no matter how much I revved the engine! 

Then I noticed the gradient…  3% grade!  So perhaps the single little loco wasn’t powerful enough (or 

actually there wasn’t enough grip) to push back up the hill.  So I ran down the hill (I really had no other 

option!), back to the short siding from where I had started out.  Back down there, the terrain was flat.  This 

time the train could proceed in the right direction, back up the hill, and all it required was to build up 

sufficient momentum to get up the gradient (which was actually 4% at its steepest point), and couple up to 

the loaded wagons standing waiting.  As soon as this task was completed – 2 stars and 40 points showed on 

the scoreboard! 
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A further pop-up then appeared, showing the route to be followed, down the other side of the triangle this 

time (route set), then a switch to be thrown, and the train then to proceed to where another 21 wagons 

were standing waiting in the West Clyde passing loop.  I have to admit to being a bit confused as to the 

intended direction of travel towards Wellington Hill at that stage – I actually wasn’t sure if it lay to my left or 

right… 

And the set of instructions which accompanied the pop-up diagram I again found to be rather cryptic and/or 

confusing…  “Proceed to mainline track, signal will be opened by DS.  Couple traincars to main consist.  Path 

ready.” 

No problem!  I think I know what to do…  Down the hill with my ten loaded wagons, and onto the single 

mainline track… 

The next instruction was even more cryptic!  “Stop the train.  Throw switch WC logging 1 to the right, then 

approach by end of train forward.  Path on West Clyde Jct ready.  Couple traincars on a siding track.”  Who 

wrote this?  An American train expert, or some rural Chinese or Korean translator? 

I could identify which switch was “WC logging 1”, changed the required junction, and then pushed my train 

onto the mainline (as opposed to the loop siding) (with my loco travelling forward, but pushing the wagons 

ahead of me).  

Because of the way the loco 

was facing, for some reason 

(and admittedly there was 

no instruction to do this!) I 

assumed that I needed to 

run around the train, get to 

“the front”, and pull it away.  

(I very obviously didn’t 

understand what “approach 

by end of train forward” 

meant!)  So I uncoupled 

from the wagons, reversed a 

bit, switched the junction, 

and passed alongside them 

on the adjacent loop track.  

But then I found, to my 

irritation, that the junction 

at the far end of the loop was not switchable!  Manual control was disabled on this one!  I zoomed out into 

Map view, so I could see where Wellington Hill was located, and then suddenly it made NO sense at all to 

have been running around my ten wagons.  My loco would then be caught up between my ten and the 

other string of 21 that was waiting back in the passing loop.  So I retraced my run-around, recoupled to the 

back of my ten wagons, and then pushed them back (over a long curved trestle bridge, seen n the distance I 

the pic above) towards those waiting in the long passing loop.  
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On approaching the loop, there was a 

consist of three Union Pacific GP9s 

(what were they doing here?  This is a 

BN route!!) waiting on the mainline, 

facing a red signal.  It turned out that 

they would actually be the ones 

providing the motive power to get all 

this wood to Wellington Hill!  Well – 

much of the power, anyway.  The route 

was set for my string of ten wagons to 

turn off onto the siding, and further up 

the siding to where the rest of the log 

wagons were waiting.  All I needed to 

do was couple my ten to the 21 (plus 

caboose!) to make up the train.  I did 

this with a gentle flourish, and my scoreboard jumped to 3 stars and 50 points!  So far, so good… 

Next instruction… “Couple UP GP9s to consist, and follow to the Wellington Hill freight yard.  Next 

destination Forest Lake Jct.  You’ll need to stop the train there and use SD7s for the climb to Northern Hill, 

coupling pushers in the end of your train. Wait for clear track.”  Well I can sort of understand that… 

The image then jumps across to the UP GP9 consist, and the driving control panel in the bottom right corner 

of the screen just disappears.  “Couple 31 traincars and one caboose.”  Cryptic again! 

HOW?  There is no way to take over the controls of the GP9s!  I tried clicking on the GP9s (each one of them 

in turn); I also tried right-clicking; nothing changed.  I tried clicking on the driver panel in the bottom left 

hand corner of the screen, which up to now had been showing only the face of Ian, the driver of the BN 

GP5, and was now instead showing a black rectangle with a question mark in it.  Clicking this panel brought 

up three drivers’ faces – Ian’s, and two others (but all of them with BN locos showing beneath!  Not a UP 

driver in sight!).  When I clicked on Ian, all it did was take me back to the GP5, and my driver control panel 

reappeared.   

Ah!  Maybe the three UP GP9s are driverless, and I need to mosey on over to them with Ian’s loco, connect 

to the front of them, and then reverse them onto the siding and connect to the train?  Obvious!!  So I 

uncoupled the GP5 from the train, and drove back (in reverse) to the junction to go and fetch the three 

GP9s.  But, despite the fact that the junction was set correctly for me to exit back onto the mainline, the 

signal was red.  I had to stop!  I tried again to find a way to take control of the GP9s, but all to no avail.  

Fortunately, at that point, I saved the session! 

In a previous route I have been given permission to go against the red signal in a situation rather like this…  

so I tried it, edging slowly towards the red signal, until… the dreaded message “You have run a red signal.  

Session terminated!”  Well, I guess I was expecting that!  (That’s why I had saved the session!) 

I restarted the saved session.  The image jumped again to the UP GP9s sitting there without a control panel, 

and thus no way to drive them, and a driver panel with a black rectangle containing the “?”.  When I clicked 
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on this panel again, the three BN drivers’ faces came up again.  I clicked on each of the other drivers in turn, 

and the image jumps to where their BN SD7s are sitting at Forest Lake, waiting to be the “Helpers”.  So that 

wasn’t going to help me either!  Damn!  How do I gain control of the UP locos and get them connected to 

the train?    

In desperation, I thought (and I know it was a silly thought!) “maybe I have to connect the train onto the 

back of the UP GP9 consist, rather than the consist onto the train?”  So I trundled back (actually travelling 

forwards – I know, it’s rather confusing, facing in the “wrong” direction!) to reconnect my little single GP5 to 

the train of 31 wagons (and caboose!).  I knew they wouldn’t move... the train would be much too heavy for 

the single small loco.  I had been told right at the beginning that the max load was ten loaded wagons…  

Very surprisingly, they did move!  Yip, the train started moving backwards along the length of the passing 

loop.  I noted the gradient, and it was flat… zero degrees gradient, although it did change a bit along its 

length, though never more than 0,3%.  I began to think I was in luck at last!  I reached the end of the passing 

loop, found that the junction could be switched, and pushed the train back out onto the single mainline, 

and stopped.  The gradient was 0,3% (uphill!) back towards where the GP9s were waiting.  This might just 

work!   

I switched the junction back again, so that I could get to the GP9s.  But – of course! – when I tried to move 

the train, it wouldn’t budge!  Not in either direction this time! 

After spending at least ten minutes trying various things (low revs, high revs, changing direction quickly), 

nothing would work.  The part of the train closest to the loco would move a bit, the nearest wagons just 

taking up or closing up the slack in the couplers, and then stuck fast!  The train is TOO HEAVY!  

The only thing I could now do was uncouple the loco, and head back to the other end of the loop, and see if 

anything had changed there.  I got back to where the UP GP9s were still waiting at their red signal, only to 

find that nothing had changed and my signal was still red too.  So I returned to where I had left my train, 

only to find that now the signal at the end of the passing loop was ALSO RED (because my engineless train 

was occupying the section!),  I was now totally stuck, and also totally out of options!  I could see no way at 

all to take control of the UP locos, which is obviously what I was supposed to do.  Perhaps it’s another bug 

in the system?  I’m sure that a new (UP!) driver face was supposed to have appeared in the bottom lefthand 

driver block, and a new control panel in the bottom right of the screen, when the image jumped across, but 

neither did happen. 

In the end (and I’ve run this session quite a number of times now, and each time achieved the same result), 

I just gave up and abandoned the session, and the stars that I had painstakingly earned up to that point…     

Pity!  But at least I had enjoyed the log loading bit, and the scenery! 

The last of the BN Legacy sessions left to run was the Coal Delivery.  This should be simple!  It’s supposed to 

be a 1 hour 20 minute session, and is rated as just “normal”. “Deliver coal from Vernon to Santon Power 

Plant.  You have five EMD SD7s and 50 loaded 100 ton hoppers.  Total weight 6400 tons.  Only cab mode.”    I 

was disappointed to see the “Only cab mode” statement, but when I started the session I was fortunately 

able to select both my usual “Easydrive” mode and Chase view. 

On starting up, the Despatcher note came up.  “Stand by for signal indication from the DS.  When you get a 
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light you will be headed down to the Santon Power Plant via Wellington Hill. You are a priority train and the 

plant needs this load of coal as soon as possible.  You should own the railroad for the trip to the plant, but as 

always observe the signals and speed limits and have a safe trip.  Your next assignment will be West Clyde 

Jct, but we can talk more about that after you deliver at Santon.  Good luck.”  I could almost hear the 

“Roger” and “Over and out” I expected at the end of that conversation. 

The first of the specific instructions seemed rather cautionary…  “Proceed to Santon Yard with coal train.  

Don’t pass red signal.  Don’t exceed speed limits - you’ll be notified and then you have 10 secs for reducing 

speed.  Block controlled automatically.” 

Once again a Train Order card popped up onto the screen.  This one was dated 5 Oct 1978. 

 

Now – five SD7s together with 50 hoppers makes for quite a long and impressive train!  I received 

permission to leave, and set 

off from the track in Vernon 

Yard at 15:35.  The first signal 

was yellow, and within less 

than a quarter mile (while still 

in the yard) there was a red 

signal.  But I was busy making 

notes (actually zoomed in and 

writing down the loco 

numbers!) and didn’t notice 

the signal coming up, couldn’t 

stop in time, and the session 

terminated!  Oops!  Not a very 

auspicious start, that one! 
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I started up the session again, pulled off and this time I did stop at the red signal.  I was still trying to leave 

the Yard!  And I sat and waited for the signal to change… and waited… and waited!  I zoomed out into Map 

view to see if there was maybe a train approaching, but there wasn’t…  After 20 minutes of nothing 

happening, I intentionally set off through the red signal, and of course the session terminated, but with a 

very “chatty” reprimand this time!  “That was a stop signal you just passed.  Bring your train to a stop, tie it 

down and call the chief DS at once.  You’re going to be off for a few days at the very least!”  This was 

followed by the camera circling around the lead loco a few times, before the screen dissolves to black and 

termination happens.  

After leaving it for a few days, I decided to try it again…  As before, I got to the red signal and sat waiting.  

This time I decided to check the points (junctions) ahead – and found that they were changeable / 

switchable!  (All the others up to this position had been set and were not manually controllable!  Now 

suddenly this one was?!)  As soon as I switched the junction, the signal changed to green, and I could set 

off… and 10 points appeared on the scoreboard!  

This time, travelling in broad daylight, I was able to appreciate the beautiful open countryside! 

I arrived at the West Clyde passing loop (5 miles out) at 15:52, the sawmill siding at 15:54 (and earned one 

star and 20 points!), and then the roadside village with the level crossing (7,5 miles out) at 15:57.  All was 

going so well!  Arrival at Forest Lakes (10,8 miles) at 16:04.  Now 2 stars and 30 points! 

“Our next destination is Northern Hill Pass.  Open up the throttle and enjoy the ride to the Jct, maintain 

maximum authorized speed for your train.”  The gradient was no more than 2%.  I travelled comfortably at 

29mph (in a 30mph zone).  It started raining… 

“Welcome to Northern Hill!  Continue on to NH Jct, that’s where you’ll start the descent into Pine Hills 

Canyon.  Pay close attention to your track speed and grades along your route.”  13,3 miles, 16:09, 2 stars 

and 45 points!  We’re doing well! 

“Welcome to Pine Hills!  You’re doing a fine job (see!  ), but it’s not over yet.  The climb up to Wellington 

Hill is ahead, and it’s going to test your train handling skills.”  The gradient down to Pine Hills had been 

around 1,5 to 2%, but despite the downhill gradient, the train had not picked up speed.  15,75 miles, 16:14, 

now 3 stars and 80 points! 

The gradient up towards 

Wellington was now 2 – 2,5%, but 

I hardly needed to adjust my 

speed at all.  Basically all I was 

doing was using my arrow keys 

and mouse to swing around, 

zoom in and out, and enjoying the 

superb views.  I passed the 

Wellington Grain elevator at 

16:20, 18,8 miles into the journey.  

No incidents of speeding, no infringements at all…  this really is going so well!  
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“You have arrived at Wellington Hill Station, excellent job!  Just south of WH is your termination point, the 

Santon Power Plant.  Make sure the route is set for Santon Yard and prepare to tie up.”  21,06 miles, 16:25 

(so about ten minutes to go, then), 4 stars and 90 points!  But based on some previous experiences, and 

with everything surprisingly having gone “so well” up to now, I decided once again to play it cautious and 

save the session at this point… 

 

The route out of Wellington Hill Yard is set for you, manual control disabled, and there’s really only one way 

to get there, as you head off towards the Power Station, which is located within a big loop.  As you enter the 

Power Plant area (23,9 miles out, at 16:33) the message “Welcome to Santon Power Plant.  Head to the 

freight lead and tie your train down” appears.  5 stars and 100 points appear on the scoreboard!  Yay, seems 

we’ve cracked this one! 

At Santon there are TWO coal unloading facilities – the Wellington Hill Power Station coal unloader, and also 

the BM coal power plant unloader (but this one has quite a short lead).  And all of the junctions ahead 

within the power plant area are switchable…  But the problem was that I had no clue where to go and “tie 

my train down”!  There was no track designated as the “freight lead”, or anything that looked like what I 

thought it should be… 

So I left the points set as they were, and just followed the route in as it was set up, eventually arriving at a 

red signal, where I stopped.  At this stage my very long train was completely blocking the access road in and 

out of the Power Station.  And the session didn’t come to the successful “Well done, good and faithful 

servant!” end that I was expecting!  So I switched the junction ahead of me, the signal turned green, and I 

set off again.  I had basically just done a long loop around the outer perimeter of the facility.   

This time I headed in towards the Wellington Hill Power Station coal unloader, switching junctions as 

required in order to get there.  I drove slowly over the coal unloader (at 5mph) and all 50 of the hoppers 
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discharged their coal into the unloader!  Coal delivered, now 16:58!!  But still no end to the session! 

 

The route layout is obviously designed so that trains delivering coal to the unloader can then exit the Power 

Station facility and head back to Wellington Hill.  So this is what I did, just went back to the Yard with an 

empty train, determined to park it 

and abort the session, whatever 

the result.  With a train length of 

2,763 feet, my train was too long 

for the tracks in Wellington Hill 

Yard, and my train blocked the yard 

entrance when I stopped… Too 

bad!  By now it was 17:16, I’d 

travelled 29,8 miles, my train was 

empty, coal had been delivered, 

and I was actually a bit tired of 

this!  I terminated the session (and 

naturally lost the 5 stars that I had 

already been awarded!). 

Some days later I got over my 

disappointment, and decided to try again.  At least this time I could try from my “saved” position in 

Wellington Hill Yard, and didn’t have to run again from the very beginning.   
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Now – this could go on and on forever as I try to explain all the different options that I tried, taking my train 

onto and stopping on every imaginable piece of track that could conceivably be thought of as being a 

“freight lead”, but all to no avail!  Eventually I just gave up!  At no point did the session ever end 

successfully, nor were those 5 stars and 100 points ever credited to my score.   

And so this remains another frustrating session that I have not been able to “conquer”.  And that makes 

TWO of them for this Burlington Northern Legacy route that I was so excited about!  How disappointing… 

But the two redeeming features of this route have been 1.) the beautiful “Big Sky” scenery all along the 

route, and 2.) the pleasure of seeing and operating all those beautiful BN locos in their superb Cascade 

Green and Black livery!   

Viva, Burlington Northern!!  Viva!! 

 

Whose Layout Is This???  

( Okay – One last gasp in this series    - photos submitted by a reader… )  
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To be able to identify the above-pics, you will need to have travelled a bit… clue – in a southerly direction!  
It’s not a local Gauteng layout…  Head south – a long way south! 
 
There was nothing in our May edition, thus no answer to be provided…    
 

And now I really HAVE run out of layouts to feature (unless any other members / readers can send me pics of 
layouts that the readers are likely to have some chance of identifying) , and so this series of “articles” sadly 
needs to come to an end, at least for a while………………………….    
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By no-one again this month! ☹ ☹ ☹ 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 2020 November Jean Dulez 

 2020 December No contribution (no one was nominated..…) 

 2021 January  No contribution – Theuns dropped the ball!, and so I challenged Glynn… 

 2021 February  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2021 March  Shane Brinkley 

 2021 April  Mark asked for a month’s grace …and then another one… 

Shane nominated Mark Peddle for the next edition of the challenge, with an apology, but Mark has once 

again had an exceptionally busy and tough month work-wise, and has asked for another month’s reprieve … 

so we’re now hoping to hear from him next month! 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

Mark has revised the 2021 Duty Roster, due to some recent changes to the Key Holders, as well as the 

inclusion of Tuesday evening activities.   This new roster has been circulated to members by email.  

Here is the revised Key Duty Roster for the next couple of months…. .  
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  Date Name   Date Name 

   1 Wed 2-6 Clive S 

1 Sat 5-6 Theuns W 2 Wed 9-6 Colin A 

2 Sat 12-6 Glynn C 3 Wed 16-6 Brian D 

3 Sat 19-6 John B 4 Wed 23-6 ??? 

4 Sat 26-6 Mark P 5 Wed 30-6 Jan K 

1 Sat 3-7 Kobus P 1 Wed 7-7 Clive S 

2 Sat 10-7 Colin A 2 Wed 14-7 Colin A 

3 Sat 17-7 Johan dV 3 Wed 21-7 Brian D 

4 Sat 24-7 Ash P 4 Wed 28-7 ??? 

5 Sat 31-7 Theuns W 1 Wed 4-8 Clive S 

1 Sat 7-8 Glynn C 2 Wed 11-8 Colin A 

2 Sat 14-8 John B 3 Wed 18-8 
Brian D 

3 Sat 21-8 Mark P 4 Wed 25-8 ??? 

4 Sat 28-8 Kobus P 1 Wed 1-9 Clive S 

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (please don’t turn off 

the one closest to the window *left-hand switch powering the IR+, as the right-hand switch powers the 

Security Gate lock!!!).  

Mark, as our Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that 

need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, 

and then let Mark know what you have arranged.  

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Sunday 13th June  EMRIG Special General Meeting 

 Sunday 20th June  Fathers’ Day 

 Saturday 26th June  PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria 
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 Tuesday 29th June  Evening Running – American Trains 

 Tuesday 27th July  Evening Running – Swiss / British Trains 

 Saturday 31st July  Xroads Hobbies Swap Meet, Krugersdorp 

 Saturday 28th August  EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 ??? ????    The Great Model Train Expo  NOW POSTPONED INDEFINITELY 

2021 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Layout Manager – ……………………    

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2021 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
FEES ARE NOW R450,00 FOR SINGLE MEMBER, R675,00 FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP. 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND NOT 
“EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE UNIDENTIFIABLE MEMBER HAS DONE IN THE PAST…    

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za

