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Chairman’s Message – April 2021 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello everyone. 

Not sure when this will go out, but if in the next day or two, happy Easter! 

Obviously, the first discussion item this month is the AGM that was held on the 14th of March.  I must say, 

my gut is never wrong…  When I worry about the attendance and secondly the meeting in general, as I did 

again this year, things always go well! This time was no exception. The turnout was excellent, but there 

could still have been more people joining in.  None the less, it was an awesome day. 

A lot was discussed, especially around the subscriptions and secondly and more importantly, the current 

venue.  Not to mince around the subject, the venue is giving the committee headaches around the services 

charges and the rental.  This was put to the members and some action points detailed which the committee 

is following up. 

With regards the subscriptions, last year there was a 50% discount on the annual subs which were R400. 

With hindsight being 20/20 vision, this was not a good decision when Covid had us all locked up and Swap 
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Meets cancelled.  We took a knock due to not having Swap Meets which, believe it or not, help subsidise 

the subscriptions to some extent. 

This year however, we have had to up the subscriptions to R450.  Not just because of Covid, but because for 

the first time, EMRIG is being charged rent!  So, the increase is to offset this to some extent.  There was a lot 

of information given and decisions were made, but that will be for the AGM minutes.  It would take some 

time to write all about it here. 

Ladies and gents, we do have a superb opportunity in not only having a permanent layout (at least for now), 

but it is also an excellent venue.  Make use of it!  If you are like me, where you have your own layout at 

home and everything you need, still, be a member and at least come along for the social side of the hobby. 

See what others are doing, join in on projects, if any, like rejuvenating the scenery, or, or, or...  Let us not say 

we do not need the club as we have what we want at home, then one day in the future, we may have to 

move to a retirement home with nothing like we had and when looking for that model train club to join, 

they have all closed down due to no-one being interested at the time. 

Okay, away from the AGMs and the like.  Back to the club…. 

Over the last two weekends, I have popped into the club on the Saturday.  Wow, it was fantastic seeing the 

members there in force.  Again, like myself, not necessarily to run anything, but some just to have a good 

old chin-wag.  Jan and Niel have been working on Bob’s station modules, which I dare say will soon be ready 

to go into the main layout.  That should then give members something new and different, after arguably 2 

years of it being the way it currently is. 

Okay, that is it for this month.  Wishing you all the best, and may you all enjoy all the holidays coming up. 

Thanks folks and keep well. 

Glynn Chamberlain. 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

AGM 2021  

Our 2021 AGM finally took place on Sunday 14th March, at the East Rand Radio Club at Homestead Dam.  A 

brief descriptive report back on this meeting and the essence of the discussions follows below.   The formal 

minutes of the AGM will be prepared by our Secretary and distributed to club members in due course.  

2021 Membership Fee Increase 

As discussed and agreed at our recent AGM, and as mentioned by Glynn above, the membership fees for 

2021 have been increased, and set as follows: 
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 Normal Single Membership  R450,00 

 Family Membership   R675,00 

Please pay your club membership fees as soon as possible.  The club’s bank account details are provided at 

the very end of this newsletter.  Please ensure that you use your NAME as the beneficiary reference for 

your EFT payment, so we know who’s paid.  An EFT payment directly into the club’s account is the pre-

ferred method for payment, please, as we have to pay bank charges for the deposit of cash.  

Tuesday Evening Running At The Club 

As explained later in the AGM report back, there has been some interest expressed in the possibility of 

holding evening running sessions (Tuesday evenings was suggested), maybe initially once a month, with the 

Mall now staying open later than before, due to all the activity at the Trinergy Gym.   The idea mooted was 

to hold “themed” sessions, such as an SAR evening, or a German evening, or an American evening, where 

ALL the trains on the layout that evening would follow that theme.  Wouldn’t it be great to see a whole 

fleet of SAR trains on the layout at the same time!!  Is this feasible?... 

If you are interested in participating in these after-work evening sessions, please speak to Theuns Wessels 

and / or Rene’ Bosch (from the @Trainz shop) when you see them.  Meanwhile we await more info in this 

regard, and an announcement from them as to when they plan to hold the first such session.   

Railway History Group 

This group, based in the Western Cape, produces a monthly Bulletin with fascinating information about ear-

ly African (but most particularly South African) railway activities.  Topics covered in their 20-page March 

2021 edition include a Cape Government Railways Observation Car from 1877; Railcars of the SA Railways; 

the Early Locomotives of Eskom; Hospital Trains (from the SWA conflict, 1916); and a miniature (model) 

steam loco dating from 1886. 

It is necessary to subscribe in order to receive the Bulletin, with the funds raised in this way used to finance 

research into on-going projects.  Subscriptions are R150,00 per annum.  If you wish to subscribe, send an 

email to editor Geoffrey DeVartek at devartekg@gmail.com, and they will send you banking details.    

Club Opening in general, and particularly on Wednesdays  

The Covid-19 pandemic is still with us, although the second wave has definitely now abated.  However, 

there still seems to be some reluctance on the part of many members to make use of the club facilities, alt-

hough attendance has definitely been slowly picking up.  But, particularly for Wednesdays, but even on 

Saturdays, there may still be days when the club is not open, or the Key Duty person is either not able or 

prepared to open up.  It will still be best, for the foreseeable future at least, to ask on the club’s Whatsapp 

chatgroup whether anyone will in fact be opening up the club room and layout on the day, and not just 

assume that the club will be open.  We presently do not have sufficient volunteers for key duty to be able 

to cover every Wednesday of the month.  It would, however, be helpful if the Key Duty guys could post, at 

least the day before, saying whether they are going to be there or not….  

mailto:devartekg@gmail.com
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For now, we still need please to adhere to the Covid protocols – sanitize hands on arrival at the club, wear 

masks, and maintain “social distancing”.  We believe that there is space within the DCC layout for a maxi-

mum of four guys to safely operate trains at any one time, and that there should still not be more than 

eight persons in the club premises at any one time until gathering restrictions (50% of capacity) are further 

relaxed.  But members of the public ARE now allowed in, provided they are wearing masks, although we 

should perhaps try and limit the numbers of visitors to three or four max at a time…   

All persons attending the club MUST still fill in the Covid attendance sheet, so that there is a record of who 

has been at the club and when, even if this is on days other than Wednesdays and Saturdays.   

EMRIG Club Webinars 

Glynn has suggested that, in place of the monthly or bi-monthly physical workshops that we were supposed 

to be holding (scuppered by Covid), we try a different system of “virtual” webinar-type meetings, to aid in 

the on-going edification of our members.  These could take the form of on-line presentations by members 

of our club (or by other invited participants/contributors), followed by a question and answer session.  This 

meeting or “webinar” would be conducted through the medium of Google Meets or Zoom or one of those 

“virtual” platforms, at an agreed time, perhaps on a weekday evening.  Alternatively, the webinar could 

involve the screening of one of the very many highly informative YouTube videos on a model train or lay-

out-related subject deemed relevant to the club, followed by a group discussion. 

This idea will still be discussed in some more detail (wasn’t discussed at the AGM when we ran out of time), 

and then we’re going to give it a try, and hope that it will be properly supported by the club members!  

Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library (in a blue 

file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent or “special” that you need to be notified 

about.  You need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list…  Let Glynn know if you aren’t 

receiving mails this way, and believe you should be. 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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EMRIG AGM 2021 Report Back 

By Brian Dawson 

Our 2021 AGM, normally held within the first few weeks of the year, was originally scheduled for 24th 

January.  But at that time we were still right in the middle of the “second wave” of Covid-19, and subject to 

Alert Level 3 of Lockdown, and so we needed to postpone it until the circumstances were more conducive 

and suitable for holding a meeting.  Once our downgrade to Lockdown Level 1 was announced on 28th 

February, we decided that we could go ahead.  The AGM was accordingly re-scheduled for Sunday 14th 

March. 

Once again we would make use of the Radio Club hall at Homestead Dam, in those beautiful surroundings 

on the south bank of the dam, and the weather turned out to be absolutely fantastic! 

Originally we had considered the possibility of having an “on-line” link for the meeting, whereby members 

who wanted to but were still concerned about attending could watch (but not participate in) the 

proceedings on camera.  However, as there is no Wi-Fi access out there, a poor data connection, and setting 

up the link would be technically onerous, we decided to abandon that idea. 

Of course there was a concern that we might not get enough members attending to constitute a quorum (in 

terms of the constitution we needed 33,3% of the 2020 paid-up membership), in which case we would have 

to postpone the meeting for a further two weeks and try again.  We had, however, provided for members to 

submit proxy forms if they could not attend, nominating a committee member (or any other member 

attending) to take decisions and vote on their behalf.  Fortunately Mark had received six such proxy votes. 

On the day there were (when we started!) nine members physically present, which then upped to ten when 

one further member joined us a little later.  Together with the six proxy votes, we then had a quorum of 16 

(17), just more than the 13 that we required, and so the meeting could go ahead.   

 

All of the extant committee members have served their (maximum allowable!) two year terms (some even 

longer).  Colin TT had sadly passed away during the past year.  Glynn and Jan had indicated long before the 

meeting that they wished to stand down.  Brian and Mark were prepared to serve another term if their 

services were still required, and would need to be re-elected if this was the case.  The “outgoing” 
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committee posed for a photo in front of the coffee / rooibos tea counter before the meeting started!...  

 

With the meeting rather poorly attended (just five members other than the committee – and lots of empty 

chairs!) but duly constituted, we could proceed.  Glynn read his Chairman’s Report for 2020, emphasizing 

how the advent of Covid-19, not long after our 2020 AGM, had 

severely impacted the club and our activities for the year.  The 

club had had to be closed completely during the early stages of 

Lockdown, and then attendance at the club had been very low 

since we had been allowed to reopen, with members (many, if 

not most of us, being in the “at risk” category) seemingly being 

cautious and not wanting unnecessary exposure to the possibility 

of Covid.  Glynn’s report is reproduced in full hereafter, for those 

who were not at the meeting.  

Next item on the agenda was Jan’s financial report.  Once again, 

Covid-19 had impacted us, and we lost out on the anticipated 

income from two Swap 

Meets that we had had 

to cancel.  Also, not knowing just how much Covid was going to 

affect us, we had (perhaps ill-advisedly, in retrospect), offered the 

50% discount on membership fees for 2020, so our income was 

further reduced by that factor.  We also have an on-going issue 

with Northmead Mall, where we are being charged far more for 

our tenancy there than what we’d agreed to in our lease, in 

particular – excessive electricity charges.  The net result of all of 

this is that we “made a loss” (= did not cover all our expenses) for 

the year, and have had to dip into our accumulated funds to cover 

the 2020 loss. 

John Burkhardt had reviewed the financial statements, and was 
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happy that they were an accurate and honest reflection of our financial situation, and proposed the 

adoption and acceptance of the Treasurer’s report.  John pointed out, however, that we ought in fact to 

have TWO persons assessing the financial statements (to avoid the possibility of collusion between assessor 

and treasurer).  This was not addressed at the meeting, and so we still need another person with a 

reasonable financial ability (you don’t have to be an accountant or a CA or a rocket scientist!) to step up to 

the plate, please, to serve as a second assessor (as a club our books do not need to be “audited” by a 

qualified Auditor, but need to be checked by “assessors” in order to hold the Treasurer to account).  

Before dealing with the Budget for 2021, Mark then 

gave us feedback on the meeting that he and Jan had 

recently held with the management of Northmead Mall.  

Together they have been fighting NMM with regard to 

the excessive charges.  The outcome of this last 

meeting was not entirely satisfactory, as the NMM 

management said that they would have to go back to 

the owners of the mall with our proposals of what we 

felt we could afford to pay, before any decision could 

be made.  So things are still a bit up in the air…  we 

accept that we need to pay what we believe to be a 

“reasonable” rental (inclusive of electricity charges) for our use of the premises.  But if the NMM owners 

are not prepared to accept our “reasonable” proposal, then we may need to seek alternative premises 

elsewhere that we are able to afford, as we cannot stay on indefinitely at NMM paying whatever they 

decide to charge us each month!    

Based on these discussions, and the fact that our anticipated membership for the year has reduced due to 

two deaths and a resignation, we felt that unfortunately we had no option but to increase the annual 

membership subscription from R400 to R450 for individual membership (and family membership 

accordingly from R600 to R675). 

Theuns felt that there was a perception “out there”, from people that he had spoken to, that our club was 

still “closed” due to Covid concerns.  This is most definitely NOT the case, and we need to get the message 

out there, in every way that we can, that the club is definitely OPEN.  We have also now dropped the 

restriction on members of the public visiting the club, and need to find ways to encourage this to start 

happening again (this has at least been happening at the last two Swap Meets).  

And then it came to the time for election of the new committee for 2021…  Despite having asked for 

nominations, there were of course no new nominations, either from the floor or from the proxies, and 

nothing had been received by the Secretary prior to the meeting.  A proposal from the floor was that, 

particularly seeing as we have the existing issue with NMM that Mark and Jan and Glynn have been dealing 

with (and nobody else wants the Newsletter Editor’s job anyway!), that the existing committee should 

remain on and continue dealing with the issue, rather than throwing new persons into the fray to have to 

deal with it.  And so Glynn and Jan had their arms twisted, to stay on.  And the four existing (“outgoing!”) 

committee members were thus re-elected en block, and will continue in their posts.  Technically we are 

actually in contravention of our constitution, as the committee is supposed to consist of a minimum of FIVE 
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members (but this was not picked up at the meeting).  There had been discussion about how we deal with 

the matter of a “Layout Manager” / technical input guy, with Colin TT no longer around, but as no-one was 

prepared to offer their services in this capacity this position was not filled, and Glynn will continue to 

coordinate, and pull in the necessary expertise as and when required.  However, the committee has the 

right to co-opt a fifth member… !! 

And to end on a more positive note, Theuns and Rene’ asked if it would not be possible, now that the mall 

is open until later in the evenings due to the presence of the gym (and seeing as we have our own 

“backdoor” entrance), to hold evening running sessions maybe once a month, of a “themed” nature.  For 

instance, an SAR evening session, or British or German or American evenings.  This was agreed to in 

principle, and Mark agreed to revise the Key-duty roster accordingly to incorporate this.  The details of how 

this would work will need to be worked out, but it will provide another opportunity for running of trains, 

and will look great if the theme is adhered to, with a fleet of just SAR or German or British trains running on 

the layout!    

The meeting ran somewhat overtime!  The braai fire had been lit by Niel at about 11 in anticipation of 

finishing on time.  There was concern that the fire might be dead by the time we finished talking…  BUT, as 

it turned out, the fire was at an absolutely IDEAL temperature when it came time to open the cooler boxes 

and get the meat on the barbie… 
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Thank you to all those who made the effort to attend the meeting, as well as those who submitted proxies.  

Your concern for the club is appreciated!  Let’s hope that we can have a better year in what remains of 

2021… 2020 was not really the best of years for us as a club…   R.I.P. ColinTT and Geoff K! 

 

Chairman’s Report for 2020 to the AGM  

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Good morning all. 

I would like to thank you all for attending this AGM. 

Well, this will probably be the shortest AGM report in the history of EMRIG!  Covid certainly put paid to any 

and all activities for arguably 90 to 95% of the past year.  Not just for us, but many other clubs and 

organisations.  Hopefully, going forward, things will start to turn around and will return to normal. 

Two significant events last year were the untimely passing of Geoff Kingsborough and Colin Tanner 

Tremaine.  It was quite a shock.  This has not just been within the club, but I am sure many of you know a 

friend or relative that has succumbed to this virus.  All we can do is hope that we have seen the end of it to 

some extent, but I fear this is not the case. 

Under the circumstances, when we have been able to open the club, activity after the first wave of Covid 

was impressive, but even that has tapered off after the 2nd wave.  It would appear that members’ lives are 

just as busy as ever. 

Although there has been a damper on get-togethers, all has not quite been lost.  Jan has been soldiering 

forward with the re-wiring of Bob Woodhead’s station modules, and dare I say, is about 95% complete. 

Unfortunately, the staging yard has been on the back burner due to Covid and also, hopefully, work will start 

there soon.  Then we can put Bob’s modules into the layout in place of ColinTT’s and add a staging yard. 
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Even our regular maintenance days have taken their toll with Covid lockdown.  I must say however, that 

since the last work done on the HO layout, i.e., the new CDU, the booster inserted on the other side of the 

track and some wiring issues resolved, all seems to be running better. 

The Swap Meets are also still as good as ever.  I do certainly enjoy them as they bring us together as a club.  

Furthermore, they seem to bring much enjoyment to the traders and customers alike.  I do enjoy seeing all 

the old faces and having the good old chin-wag.  What would be nice is having more hands right from the 

beginning when setting up the tables.  Believe me, for the committee on their own to haul out 50+ tables 

and mount them is quite exhausting.  Some of you may remember the swap meet in December last year.  

We have possibly lost Terrence Marx due to that day when again, there were not many people to assist.  He 

was not a happy person on the day and although he did not voice it outright, it revolved around setting up 

and tearing down. 

Yes, many of us are past our prime and cannot do the heavy lifting etcetera, but help with the table layout 

plan and positioning is desperately needed, as well as putting out the tablecloths as soon as the first tables 

go up.  We are also renowned for assisting traders to bring their wares in and out. Just a trolley and we 

could have other folk helping there. 

I have had a thought with regards to possibly setting up all the tables on a Friday afternoon / evening so 

there is no rush on the Saturday.  Anyway, it is a thought at this stage, and we’ll see how we go. 

Finances were a bit of a mess last year as it shows how important our Swap Meets are as a revenue 

generator.  Furthermore, we did the 50% off membership fees at arguably the worst time, with Covid and 

lockdown.  The Mall has been rather difficult, not in the sense of not wanting us there or possibly fleecing 

us, but arguably due to the normal administrative bungling and, and, and… 

I cannot end this report, without saying a big thank you to the other committee members, Mark, Jan and 

Brian. Every time we have had a committee meeting, they have been in the video conference.  I do not 

remember an exception.  I actually think they take great glee in having some stunning scenic backgrounds 

to spoil us mere mortals at home while they are in Kruger Park or at their timeshare units.  By the way, the 

meeting normally starts with a general observation and discussion as to what the other person has in his 

glass to drink.  I must say, it is quite liberating to be able to have a beer or glass of wine while having a 

meeting these days. 

Also, a word of thanks to John Burkhardt who has checked over our financials. John, thank you very much.  

It is honestly appreciated. 

Last, but not least, to all of you that are here today.  Thank you for coming here and being a part of this 

rather important event. 
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The Development of Railways – The Fantastic Streamliners 

Railway Development 1923 - 1945 

In World Atlas of Railways, by OS Nock, pages 22 – 23 

Editor’s Note: As explained previously, I have found it absolutely fascinating reading an out-of-print coffee-

table book called World Atlas of Railways, published in 1975, the first chapter of which provides a very 

simple basic history of railways – how things started and how they developed. I  realized while reading it 

that there was an awful lot that I didn’t know, and found to be particularly interesting…  and so, over the 

next few months, I’m providing you with bite-sized chunks of that history, typing out a couple of pages at a 

time, covering the early eras and phases of railway development.  I hope that you are finding it as 

fascinating as I have (assuming that you didn’t know it all already, of course! )…   

1923.  The grouping of the former British main line railways into four large companies, still privately 

owned and entirely self-supporting, taking effect from 1 January 1923, was in many ways typical of the 

worldwide attitude towards railways in the period of reconstruction after the First World War.  The outlook 

was towards greater comfort for the passenger, greater safety, and improved standards of punctuality.  At 

first there was little thought to do more than fully restore pre-war standards of speed.  Although this was 

done in Great Britain by 1923/4, on the Continent of Europe, after the ravages of war, most countries were 

still lagging behind.  But what railway managements all over the world did not seem to foresee, still less to 

plan to combat, was the extent and seriousness of the growing competition from road transport, both for 

passengers and freight.  Around the great cities with their rapidly increasing populations, much attention 

was given to commuter traffic.  The most careful studies were made of traffic flows in relation to the 

capacity of the lines, and around London in particular certain junction layouts were changed in order to 

avoid delay from conflicting movements.  While electrification was envisaged, in many areas some 

extremely ingenious re-planning of commuter services was accomplished successfully while retaining steam 

– notably in and out of Liverpool Street in London, terminus of the former Great Eastern Railway.  On those 

services, passenger accommodation remained in three classes, while the former “second class” had largely 

disappeared in most other regions of Great Britain. 

A most important trend, that could be seen in countries all over the world, was the beginning of a move 

away from coal as a steam locomotive fuel; while elsewhere the attention of locomotive engineers was 

drawn to the need for firing with coal of quality much below the choicest steam grades.  This trend 

originated during the First World War, with the cutting off, by hostile naval action, of British exports of coal.  

The South American railways, then mostly British owned, were hit particularly hard, and had to improvise.  

Then, when restoration was in hand after the war, there came the disastrous coal strike of 1926, which 

again cut off supplies.  After that second experience, the changeover to oil-firing became permanent.  In the 

USA the change was equally definite, on railways that were serving the Midwest and western states that 

were adjacent to large indigenous supplies of oil.  In the USA certain heavily graded mineral lines had been 

electrified, but there was considerable difference of opinion as to the best traction system to adopt.  Except 

in the newly developing countries, there was not a great deal of new railway length built.  The “grouping” in 

Great Britain produced some rationalization of routes, short connections to facilitate inter-running between 
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what had been separate company lines; but some of the most significant works, in developing the world’s 

railway network, were in Australia.  Connection between the states of New South Wales and Queensland 

had been made in 1888, by a roundabout route that involved a change of gauge at the border station of 

Wallangarra (mentioned in my article – “Running Trainz Virtually: A Somewhat Disappointing Oz Route (but 

with a twist!)”, about the Warwick to Wallangarra line, in our October 2020 Newsletter ).  In 1930, 

however, the North Coast Line of the New South Wales Railways was completed on the standard gauge 

throughout, and running through 113 km (70 miles) of Queensland territory to a terminus in South Brisbane.  

Even in 1925 the journey between Sydney and Brisbane took 25 hours, whereas after the completion of the 

new line the time was brought down to 15 hours 30 minutes.  During this period much electrification was 

carried out. 

1930.  While electrification was being hailed as the motive power of the future, and committees in Great 

Britain and elsewhere were trying to establish the standard systems to be adopted, there was much 

important development in steam locomotive design, particularly in France, Great Britain and the USA.  

While speeds were gradually creeping up, the aim of locomotive engineers generally was to increase 

thermal efficiency to convey heavier loads without a proportionate increase in fuel consumption, especially 

on railways still entirely dependent on coal.  There was also a move, noticeably strong in the USA, to 

increase the speed of through freight trains, aided by the development of the huge articulated locomotives 

from the Mallet compound type 

(such as the H8, shown alongside), 

by improving suspension, into 

units capable of sustained fast 

running.  But when the worldwide 

depression of the 1930s began to 

affect, most seriously, railways in 

the advanced countries of the 

world, effective competition with 

the road hauliers was found to be 

seriously handicapped.  This was 

evident particularly in Great 

Britain, because of legislation framed in economic, political and international conditions totally different 

from those of the 1930s.  The railways of Britain were common carriers, and they found that all the choicest 

and remunerative traffic was being taken by the new competitors, leaving them with sectors that no one 

wanted.  Appeals for revised legislation fell on stony ground.  Public sympathy was with the road hauliers, 

while in rural passenger transport, the convenient friendly motor bus, making its way into the heart of 

village communities, took the bulk of the business from the country branch lines, which were coming to be 

considered old fashioned and whose services were often inconvenient. 

The publicity departments of railways worked hard.  The speed of a few prestige trains in Great Britain, 

France, Germany and the USA was pushed upwards, and for a time the honour of having the fastest start-

to-stop run anywhere in the world was held by the Canadian Pacific, which was then waging intense, but 

unremunerative, competition with the Canadian National Railways for the intercity traffic between 

Montreal and Toronto.  In Great Britain there was mild competition, at no more than moderate speeds, for 
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the maximum length of non-stop run on the Anglo-Scottish services, and while the London Midland and 

Scottish had a daily run, made all the year round, of 478,8 kms (299,25 miles) between Carlisle and London 

(Euston), the London and North Eastern, during the summer tourist season, ran the Flying Scotsman non-

stop in both directions over the 628,4 km (392,75 miles) between London (Kings Cross) and Edinburgh 

(described in my “Running Trainz Virtually: East Coast Main Line” article in our February 2021 newsletter ).  

The Great Western booked the lightly loaded Cheltenham Flyer over the favourable 123,6 km (77,25 miles) 

from Swindon to Paddington in 65 minutes.  But while this average start-to-stop of 114,2 km/h (71,4 mph) 

was not representative of the service provided as a whole over that route, it was a splendid publicity 

“boost”, especially when, as one special feat, the journey time was cut down to 56 ¾ minutes, an average 

speed of 130,72 km/h (81,7 mph).  By the early 1930s, however, despite the prevailing depression, the 

supremacy of steam as a railway motive power was being challenged, not by electricity, but by the diesel 

engine, of which one of the earliest successful examples in railway traction was on the Buenos Aires Great 

Southern Railway.  The use of diesel power on the railways soon spread throughout the world. 

An American development that became of strategic importance in the Second World War lay in the 

mechanization of marshalling yards.  Means for the efficient sorting and resorting of the wagons of freight 

trains had been developed early in 

Great Britain, notably on the London 

and North Western Railway at Edge Hill, 

Liverpool, and arrangements for 

centralizing and power-operating the 

points had been adopted subsequently.  

But it was the Americans who 

eliminated the need for hand-operated 

wagon brakes, by introduction of the so-

called “car-retarders”, or rail brakes.  

Some large yards were so equipped in 

the early 1920s, and in Germany the 

great yards at Hamm were similarly furnished, later to become a familiar and frequent target in the Second 

World War.  British yards at March (Cambridgeshire) and Hull were also equipped, enabling these important 

centres of traffic to be operated with a greatly reduced workforce. 

Although the weekly length of track involved and the resultant revenue was quite small, it was undoubtedly 

the introduction of high-speed streamlined trains in the 1930s that helped to keep railways in the public eye, 

even though it did not 

help the overall financial 

position.  The Flying 

Hamburger of the 

German Railways was 

one of the first, and was 

a two-car diesel railcar 

train running to and 

from Berlin, but 

criticized somewhat for 
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the cramped nature of the passenger accommodation.  In the USA a series of Zephyr services, with 

streamlined railcar trains, were introduced between Chicago and cities in the Midwest, in competition with 

which were a series of Rockets, on the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad.  In Great Britain the 

response to this movement was entirely with steam and principally on the London and North Eastern 

Railway with the Silver Jubilee (pic above) in 1935, and the Coronation in 1937.   These trains provided start-

to-stop average speeds slightly over 113 km/h (70 mph), but brought immense publicity and prestige by 

their peak rates, which on one special test produced the highest speed ever attained by a steam locomotive, 

namely 203 km/h (126 mph).  This was achieved by the famous Mallard locomotive (pic below) of the LNER, 

on 3 July 1938, on a run between Grantham and Peterborough.  

1939.  In the last years before the Second World War there was a great worldwide improvement in 

passenger train services.  It was not so much the spectacular few streamlined trains, but the general 

average.  This was particularly true on 

the great American railways running east 

from Chicago like the Pennsylvania and 

the New York Central, whose fast running 

with start-to-stop speeds of 105-113 

km/h (65-70 mph) were made with 

heavy overnight sleeping car expresses.  

In France the standards went equally 

high, and again with heavy trains, while 

in Great Britain the number of trains 

maintaining average speeds of 96 km/h (60 mph) or more was exceptionally high in relation to the size of 

the country.  Despite their financial difficulties which in Great Britain meant low or non-existent dividends 

for the shareholders, railways were in excellent physical condition, and everywhere proved an invaluable 

tool of basic strategy on the outbreak of the Second World War.  In Great Britain and France, passenger 

facilities were immediately reduced and timings much decelerated, and as the aerial war developed there 

was sustained and relentless bombing of railway targets in Germany.  Marshalling yards naturally came in 

for much attention, but in Germany, as elsewhere, the organization for repair was highly efficient, and this 

offensive, though cumulatively serious, did not have so crippling an effect on railway movement as the 

strategic bombing of the French railways immediately prior to the Allied invasions of 1944, in which a great 

number of viaducts were destroyed, and very seriously hindered the forwarding of supplies to the battle 

areas.  In the USA, wartime traffic threw an immense burden upon the lines leading to the west coast, and 

to assist in carrying a far greater number of trains than that for which they were equipped, the technology 

of modern signalling in the form of Centralised Traffic Control (CTC) was applied to great advantage.  

Although large-scale production of diesel-electric locomotives had begun, steam carried the main burden of 

wartime traffic in the USA, with passenger train speeds little reduced from those achieved in peacetime. 

 

Next Month: The New Age of Railways: 1946 and after 
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When You’re Not Even Five Yet, And You Absolutely LOVE Trains!!... 

By Brian Dawson 

Last month I mentioned that I had had the privilege of meeting a delightful young lady from Pretoria, not 

yet five years old, who absolutely LOVES her model trains!  And knows many facts about them that most 

kids (and many adults too!) will never know…  

She, along with her mommy and daddy, had come to the February EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead, in 

order to pick up a locomotive that they had bought from Tony, one of the traders who lives far out in the 

east.  Tony would have tables at our Swap Meet, and so they arranged to meet up at Northmead. 

After they had collected their loco from him, they came up to visit our club room and layout upstairs, and 

that was where I then met them and had that lovely interaction with her, where she taught me all about 

tank engines as we test-drove her latest acquisition on our DC layout. 

Her dad has since sent me some photos of her simple but delightful layout at home, and I want to feature it 

here, as an example of how we (as parents and grandparents) can hopefully assist in fostering a love of 

trains in our young family members… 
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When she plays with her trains, she likes to call herself the “Steam Controller”!  And in order to protect her 

youthful identity, that’s who she is here!...   

Dad tells me that she has been playing with this layout since she was three years old!  They have kept the 

layout simple, with (currently) four separate tracks with separate controllers, so that there would be no 

accidents or derailments to spoil her fun.  The points on the inner oval track are a recent addition, as she 

now, being nearly five, is getting the hang of switching the points (see – her trains don’t just go round and 

round!).  

They have been extending the layout over time, adding tracks and adding rolling stock and structures.  The 

track and buildings are all Hornby, while the locomotives are from the Bachmann HO DC range.   

Young “Steam Controller” already has numerous locos… Her five favourites are illustrated in the picture 

below.  I have to confess that I needed to do some research in order to be able to identify and name and 

describe them…  But I bet you that she could have told me exactly who and what they all are!!   From left 

to right they are:   

Emily  A Class 1 Stirling 4-2-2 tender engine, originally designed for express passenger work 

“Nameless?” The LNER pannier tank 0-6-0 engine most recently bought from Tony Den 

James  A mixed-traffic 2-6-0 “Mogul” tender engine, who works on the mainline 

Thomas  The much-loved pannier tank 0-6-0 Class E2 engine built in 1915 

Percy  A saddle tank 0-4-0 engine, delivers mail and works on the branchline as a goods loco 

… and there’s also Bertie the bus! 
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The two characters standing in the field behind the trains, I also discovered, are Farmer McColl and Sir 

Topham Hatt! 

Behind Farmer McColl and Sir Topham Hatt are the carriages Annie and Clarabel as well as Henrietta.  All 
three of them too have faces, and are also Bachmann HO. 
 

Most of her other locos are 00 gauge Hornby 0-4-0 or 0-6-0 Tank Engines (like "Smokey Joe" et al), and, of 
those she currently plays with, only Emily the magnificent single wheeler (in the foreground of the pic below) 
and James the Red Engine, have bogie wheels, so that she can pick them up and re-rail them herself.  She 
does actually own an Edward 4-4-0 T, a Henry 4-6-0 T and a Gordon 4-6-2 T, but because the bogies are 
complex and a little delicate, Dad says these will be phased in at a later stage.  

 

 
 
Our little Steam Controller is very evidently an avid “steam train” fanatic!  She’s only interested in 
"Steamies", and does not care much for the electrics (they “sound funny”) or diesels (they’re “smelly”)!  She 
has coined the Afrikaans word "Stoomkool" as the diet that all her locomotives enjoy, together with "Tender 
Water" of course.  Brilliant!  She’s not even five yet!!! 
 
Steam Controller’s Dad is quite obviously (from my Whatsapp and email chats with him) an avid train 
enthusiast himself, and knows more than a thing or two about trains, and his enthusiasm and love of trains 
and his knowledge is very definitely rubbing itself off on his young daughter! 
 
So the “nameless” latest LNER 0-6-0 pannier tank engine is currently the only loco that doesn’t have a face 

 … but I was pretty sure that it wouldn’t be long before young Steam Controller would give her a name.  

Dad has since informed me that I was absolutely correct in my assumption – she’s been named “Belle” 

(another of the Thomas and Friends characters)!  Belle apparently has fire-fighting capabilities and has 

saved Percy from his burning shed on a number of occasions! 
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Here is Steam Controller, proudly posing with her favourite trains on her layout!  So cute!! 

 

 

What really impressed me when I saw these pics sent to me by her dad, was how age-appropriate the 

whole set-up is.  As she has aged over the past couple of years, from 3 to 5, her dad has made things 

progressively a little more complicated, in order to challenge her as her ability has grown, and has kept 

adding extra elements to keep her interested.  (Now she has got her first “loco without a face” *the LNER 0-
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6-0+, and understands that trains don’t all actually come with faces, and that there’s a whole lot more out 

there than just Thomas and his Friends…) 

The layout is not fastened down, and is thus expandable, and so it’s not limited or limiting.  As her capability 

to manage it increases, so the extent and scope of her layout can continue to be extended…  

And it’s there, set up in her play room, and is thus available to her whenever she gets the urge to “play 

trains”.  She doesn’t first have to go through all the hassle of setting it up… 

 

This got me thinking back to my own introduction to model trains.  I really was truly blessed to receive a 

Fleischmann train set from one of my uncles as an extremely generous present for my second birthday… 

and then had to sit on a chair and watch my dad and my uncle set up the tracks on the dining room floor, 

and then run my trains for me, because I was far too young to do so myself (this from what I was told long 

afterwards!).  My American freight train consisted of a 4-6-2 Pacific loco with tender (just like the one 

illustrated below, only a few years older, and not UP – and long-since “broken”), 5 or 6 freight wagons each 

from a different railroad, and a no-name-brand red caboose (the wagons pic below the loco is of all that I 

still have left of that 66 year-old treasure!  I seem to remember there having originally been two flatcars?).  

It would surely have been a pretty decent present to any older teenager or even an adult starting to venture 

out into model trains!   
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Thinking about it now, I suspect that my uncle, a young (18 year old) trainee engineer at the time, and 

obviously not yet married, gave me that train set because it was something that HE wanted to play with!  

Something he would love to have had himself (but didn’t) as a youngster…  And giving it to his first and, at 

that time, only nephew (me!) as a present was a pretty good excuse for going and buying it!  (It did actually 

end up staying “in the family”, because when my brother and I “outgrew it” as older teenagers developing 

other interests [like Scalectrix!], my mother gave the, by then expanded, train set back to him and his then 

small boys (he was ten years her junior, and so those cousins were “littlies”).  Fortunately I then got it back 

from my cousins, when I had a son of my own and realized where “my” trains had gone… 

But ja… what I got at the age of 2 was not really very age-appropriate!  It’s difficult enough for us as adults 

to get a 4-6-2 with tender properly aligned on the rails, let alone for a small toddler to do so.  And then 

there were also all those two-axle double bogy freight wagons…  And having to set it up each time on the 

dining room floor would have been quite a mission… 

I have no memory at all of having played with that train as a pre-schooler, until we moved up from Cape 

Town to Joburg when I was about to go into Grade 2 at primary school.  In the Cape we didn’t have a “train 

room” or a spare room, so if we ever played trains we would have had to set it up each time on the floor 

somewhere.  But in Joburg at last we had an outside room, which Dad designated as our train room, and 

there he set up a large L-shaped board and a basic layout, at an appropriate height for us early-primary-

school-aged kids to play trains.  And each time Granny and Grandpa came up to visit and stay with us, 

Grandpa would take us off to the train shop in Commissioner Street and buy my brother and I each 

something to add to our train set.  THAT’s when I can remember starting to play trains!… 

Little Steam Controller’s dad is, however, in my opinion, doing it right!  Her trains (Thomas and all his 

Friends) are absolutely age-appropriate!  Her layout currently is simple and easy for her to control on her 

own.  Her locos and her single-axle wagons are easy to re-rail.  And Dad is building the complexity of her 

layout as her ability to manage it increases!   

 

And then her mom and dad have also taken her to see and to travel on “real” steam trains, and bring her to 
places like our swap meet and to visit our layout (she apparently can’t wait to come and visit us again!), so 
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she can see other trains in operation, hopefully whetting her appetite for even more train fun in her life!  In 
her young life she’s been on about as many steam train rides as I have – including outings with Friends of 
the Rail from Pretoria Central to Cullinan on their 19D "Cheugnette", a Reef Steamers trip from Jo'burg 
Station to Irene in their 12AR "Germiston'', and travelled from Cape Town Waterfront via Sir Lowrey's Pass 
to Elgin, on the Ceres Rail Company’s wonderfully maintained 19D "Jessica".  She’s also done the trip from 
the Voorbaai engine sheds via Hartenbos to George and back, on the rail cars "Tom and Dick", as the 
Outeniqua Choo-Tjoe was still in for repairs and restoration at the time.  In fact, she has ridden in almost 
every steam engine operation in the RSA, except Rovos Rail and Umgeni Steam! 
 

 
 
Thomas the Tank Engine has been around as a character since 1945, when Reverend Wilbert Awdry started 

writing his The Railway Series books.  I have no idea how long Thomas and his Friends have been available 

in model train format… maybe they did not yet exist in 1955…  But I didn’t know about them as a kid.  I will, 

however, be eternally grateful to my Uncle Bob for introducing me to other trains.  But like I said, I think he 

bought me the kind of trains that he as a young adult would like to be playing with. 

And in retrospect, I did that very same thing to my kids too… When my son was 4 or 5, and I got our (my 

brother’s and mine!) old train set back from my cousins, I set up the kind of layout that I wanted to run on, 

the way I thought it should look (although very much limited by what I could afford), with my old trains, 

rather than catering to the interests of a 5 year old.  Unfortunately we didn’t have the space to have a “train 

room” or play room, and so that layout was on a heavy board suspended on pulleys in the garage above the 

car, and it was a serious mission to raise and lower it each time we wanted to play trains… and so, 

unfortunately, the trains interest waned…   

Yes, we read them the Thomas and Friends stories, and the kids watched the videos (I’m talking back in VHS 

days!), but the interest just wasn’t maintained or nurtured.  But I cherish the hope that, maybe one day 

when he’s in his 60s, just like me, my son too will remember those old days, and also have noted the fun 

that I seem to be having these days “playing trains”, and that he too might show interest again… 

Meanwhile, to our enchanting little “Steam Controller”, your Dad’s getting it right, in my opinion, young lady!  

Long may your love of trains continue!.....     And we’d love for you to visit our club again! 

 

 



 

Page 22 of 45 

 

MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– My Double Deck Layout – A Work In Progress 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

 
I model in HO scale but based on a 3 foot gauge, hence the scale is known as “HOn3”. 

When I started my new layout in Knysna, I decided that it would be a lot smaller than my previous layout in 

Cape Town, and would be on shelves fixed to the walls. Top level is on 12 inch (300mm) wide shelves and 

the lower level is on 24 inch (600mm) wide shelves. 

Below is the garage in the early-stage process of being converted into my train room.  I put up a drywall 6 

foot in from the garage door (behind me in this photo) as a storeroom for my wife’s household equipment. 

 

Access to it is through the door at the back right. This left me with a 14ft X 10ft area for my layout. 

Below shows progress with the lower level shelving in the process of being erected.  A must have, are the 

cupboards below for storage of model train “stuff”. 
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My layout is not so much about long runs (but will have a double loop and involve operations around 

logging) on the upper level.  The two levels do not connect to each other.  The top level is all logging with 

quite a few industries to keep one busy, the sawmill being the most prominent…  Three people can 

comfortably operate this layout. 

Left photo below shows the start of the logging area. Right photo shows all the lighting under the valances 

installed. Rear upper storage shelf in the middle has not been installed yet. It will have the strip lighting 

under it to light up the area where the sawmill will be situated. 

 

Photos below show that the top deck of my two-level layout is more advanced than the bottom, with track 

laid and operational.  Scenery in certain sections is complete.  Photos are taken from left to right as you 

enter the room, starting with the top deck… 
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This is a busy logging scene. The knobs for operating switches on the fascia board are part of the Blue Point 

switch machines all around the layout.  The Log skidder is one of many resin kits by Rusty Rails. Log loads 

are cast in resin (light unpainted casting above) before painting and weathering.  The vehicles are modified 

kits. 

 

The loco in the photo above is a brass Westside Heisler (one of two that I have) painted and weathered by 

myself, as is the case with nearly all the locos except the two Blackstone locos.  They still need to be 

weathered and a train crew added.  All of my locos have full sound by Soundtrax Tsunami. 

The photo below identifies what CCL stands for – Cascade Creek Logging.  The Mallet is a very old PFM 

model. 
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Below, after weathering and detailing.  

 

 

Photo below is of number 6, a 3-truck Shay (one of two that I have, the other is number 7) by Westside 

models. 
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Below is the other Heisler, also a Westside model.  Kadee couplers are used throughout on all locos and 

rolling stock. 

 

 



 

Page 27 of 45 

 

A company Coach (CCLco) built from a (long gone) E&B Valley kit.  I have about eight of these, all fitted with 

lights. 

 

Below, the billboard and truck with figures is by Woodlands Scenics.  Big McGiffert log loader is a Rio 

Grande Model, and the truck-mounted log loader is by Walthers. 
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Below is a Woodlands Scenics Tie and Plank mill.  Disconnects log trucks are by Rio Grande Models.

 

The flat car with water tank in the above photo is cast from resin.  Lead strips are fitted between the beams 

of the car (shown below) to add weight before adding the bolsters and trucks, painting, staining and 

weathering. 
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Photos below are: Tepee sawdust burner by JV Models;  Caboose a Durango Press kit;  Donkey log skidder 

on another cast flat car is a Scale Structures kit;  Cast logs on HO Rivarossi log cars converted to Hon3; A 

Woodlands Scenics vehicle loading cut wood. 

 

 

 

Above is a mixture of Campbell and Woodlands Scenics kits all fitted with interior detail and lights. 
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Below is a Woodlands Scenics Tucker Bros machine shop with lights and arc welding unit inside. 

 

Below is a Rio Grande Models Rotary snowplow kit OM. 
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Above is my 3-truck Shay number 6 again with mostly Woodland Scenics buildings in the background, 

awaiting painting. 

Below is a Woodlands Scenics gas station kit, converted to be a small line-side station with a working street 

light. 
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Below is a Design Preservation Models “practice” kit.  Full interior detail and lights added from my “bits box” 

is shown in the second picture. 
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The top-level terminus is Cascade Creek, shown below.   The tank car is by Narrow Gauge Car Shops. 

 

A Blackstone K27 (one of two that I have), on a modified HO (to HOn3) Atlas turntable with a Tamiya 

gearbox mounted underneath. 
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The lower deck: 

Here is a lot of real estate for track, buildings and a harbor with a bay extension.   Lots of work still to do, 

but at least most of the structures are built and painted.  Some photos to show the extent of the detail.  I 

make sure that all my buildings have interior detail and lights. 

The Lenz LH100 throttle (I have 3) right rear in the upper photo is the DCC system I use to operate the 

layout.  All the locos are DCC with sound from Tsunami and Blackstone. 

 

 

The harbour buildings are from a 9-building limited edition set (only 350 made) by Foss Scale Models.  All 

the buildings have full interior detail with lights which were not supplied as original equipment. 
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An American Model Builders barge kit below, converted to be a car ferry. 

 

Some of the boats are modified resin kits by Rusty Rails. 
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Above, two small Woodlands Scenics station kits combined and made into a larger station! 
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The contractor’s barge is mostly scratch-built, but the hull and cabin were supplied by Kibri. 

 

A few scratch-built piers, with a Campbell scale sheriff’s office modified into a lobster supplier. 
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Conclusion: 

I have stated at the outset of this series that this layout is a work in progress.  Since the above photos were 

taken I have turned the top shelf layout into a continuous run by adding a joining section on the right, in 

front of the window as you enter the room.  There will be a lift-out section at the door shown in the right 

hand side photo.  This shelf will have more industry on it.  In the photos below, is the new section. 

 

To get this far from the start of the build to the situation as illustrated above, had taken 14 months (started 

Nov 2016). This excluded 90% of the buildings, which were salvaged from my previous layout in Cape Town. 

And an update…. 

Below are some more recent photos of the layout – taken February 2021 
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Below is a panoramic view as of March 2021. 
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The lower level is still under construction and has a waterfront theme around three sides.  I still have a lot of 

structures to build for it as well as the rest of this level.  I have more than enough boats and barges, 

therefore needing lots of water. 

Photos below are of my old layout, 22 foot x 11 foot layout in Cape Town. (There were lots of mistakes on it). 

 

 

 
Brian – the HOn3 guy – Knysna  
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Whose Layout Is This???  

(Answer to be provided in our next edition) 

 

Answer to the March edition question…:     The layout featured in our March edition is known as the “Bidye 
Home Layout”. It’s not one that you would have seen anywhere unless you have been reading my series of 
newsletter articles describing my adventures with the computer programme “Trainz: A New Era”.  I wrote 
about the Bidye layout in the 3rd of my articles in our September 2020 newsletter.  The particular feature 
that intrigued me regarding that very compact fictional layout was the rail barge (lower left corner of the 
first picture), which I mentioned as reminding me of the way that rail freight in/on wagons is delivered to 
Whittier in Alaska from Seattle and Vancouver.  All three of the pics featured were in that article of mine…     
 
So it must be evident that I’m running out of layouts to feature here!.... Time we did some more layout visits! 
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By ……………… this month! 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 2020 November Jean Dulez 

 2020 December No contribution (no one was nominated..…) 

 2021 January  No contribution – Theuns dropped the ball!, and so I challenged Glynn… 

 2021 February  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2021 March  Shane Brinkley 

Shane nominated Mark Peddle for the next edition of the challenge, with an apology, but Mark has had a 

very busy month and has asked for a month’s reprieve … so we can expect to hear from him next month! 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

Mark is revising the 2021 Duty Roster, due to some recent changes to the Key Holders, as well as the 

possible inclusion of Tuesday evening activities.   This new roster will be circulated once it is finalised.  

Meanwhile, here is the Key Duty Roster for the next couple of months, but bear in mind it’s still based on 

the OLD roster.  Things could change!  And probably will!...  
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  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 3-4 Johan dV 1 Wed 7-4 Clive S 

2 Sat 10-4 Theuns W 2 Wed 14-4 Colin A 

3 Sat 17-4 Glynn C 3 Wed 21-4 Brian D 

4 Sat 24-4 John B?? 4 Wed 28-4 ??? 

1 Sat 1-5 Mark P 1 Wed 5-5 Clive S 

2 Sat 8-5 Kobus P 2 Wed 12-5 Colin A 

3 Sat 15-5 Colin A 3 Wed 19-5 Brian D 

4 Sat 22-5 Johan dV 4 Wed 26-5 ??? 

5 Sat 29-5 Ash P 1 Wed 2-6 Clive S 

1 Sat 5-6  2 Wed 9-6 Colin A 

2 Sat 12-6  3 Wed 16-6 Brian D 

3 Sat 19-6  4 Wed 23-6 
??? 

4 Sat 26-6  5 Wed 30-6 ??? 

      

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (be careful with the one 

closest to the window [left-hand switch powering the IR], as the right-hand switch powers the Security 

Gate lock!!!).  

Mark, as our Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that 

need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, 

and then let Mark know what you have arranged.  

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 10th April  NO PMTC Swap Meet – This has been cancelled 

 Saturday 29th May   Swap Meet at Northmead Mall 

 Saturday 26th June  PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria 
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 Saturday 31st July  Xroads Hobbies Swap Meet, Krugersdorp 

 ??? ????    The Great Model Train Expo  NOW POSTPONED INDEFINITELY 

2021 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Layout Manager – ……………………    

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2021 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
FEES ARE NOW R450,00 FOR SINGLE MEMBER, R675,00 FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP. 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

AND PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND 
NOT “EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE ANONYMOUS (UNIDENTIFIABLE!!) MEMBER HAS DONE 
FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS…    
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