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Chairman’s (Final) Message – March 2021 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello fellow Emrig’ers 

Hello again, and I hope you are all well. 

So, we are down to Level 1 restrictions and hopefully more people will now visit the club.  This Covid has 

certainly done its damage, not just with illnesses and folk passing away, but also regarding participation at 

the club.  Furthermore, projects like Bob’s yard and the staging area build have also taken their toll by being 

pushed onto the back burner.  Hopefully the dreaded 3rd wave will not come and we can get more done, but 

statistics never lie… 

The swap meet was bittersweet.  To me it was again a great success although it looks like it has reached a 

plateau in the way of visitors.  It has not grown, but at the same time, numbers do not seem to be dropping.  

Again, I do enjoy the swap meets.  It is great fun meeting friends and fellow modellers every once in a while.  

On the negative side, please, we need more participation in the set up.  And from the get-go.  There were 

only 5 members, of which 4 were the committee members, to move and set up the tables.  When it came to 

breaking down, wow!!!  There were many people, and tear-down was done in arguably a record time. 

Thanks to everyone who helped there. 
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Yes, I do know that some folks are no longer able to assist with loading, moving and setting up the tables, 

and this is completely understandable.  However, arguably they can assist in positioning the tables after 

they have been brought through and assembled.  Then there are others who could possibly look at Mark’s 

layout plan and organise the positioning.  Lastly, as the tables are being set up, possibly some other folk 

putting out the tablecloths.  But with everything starting in unison at 06h30... 

Anyway, last thing to mention is our AGM.  I would like to plead with all members to come along and have 

your say, listen to others, and try to do what’s best for the club.  I am sure Brian will have more in this 

newsletter so will not say too much. 

Unfortunately, I need to advise that I will not be standing for Chairman again.  I have done two years and it 

is time someone else fills the shoes.  I will still be an avid member of the club and participate in as much as 

possible.  I will be up front in saying that I have also resigned from other organisations and spend very little, 

if any time there.  But model trains and EMRIG are my passion.  So do not think I am lost.  Personally, I feel I 

am not adding value that a chairman should, and secondly, and more importantly, work is just taking its toll. 

One can just ask Brian as to how many reminders he needs to send me, just to get my report each month. 

So, look forward to a new person reporting next month…. 

Thanks guys and keep well. 

Glynn 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

AGM 2021  

Our 2021 AGM will now take place on Sunday 14th March, at the East Rand Radio Club at Homestead Dam 

as previously announced.  We are investigating the possibility of arranging a “live feed” from the meeting, 

where club members who really cannot attend (or are seriously at risk as far as Covid is concerned) can also 

“attend” the meeting “virtually” from the safety of their own homes, but will unfortunately not be able to 

participate in the meeting (that makes it just too clumsy and complicated!).  

The meeting will be followed as usual by our traditional Bring & Braai, but in this case, in deference to Covid 

considerations, it will be a “BYOE” event (that’s “Bring Your Own EVERYTHING”)… the club will however 

provide the braai fires!  And the Radio Club chairs and tables will be there for our use.  But please bring 

your own meat and drinks as usual, but now also your own salads / rolls or whatever else you want to have 

with your vleis and dop… and not the usual “salads / puddings to share” arrangement as before…  We’re 

still trying to be extra careful here!   We can even sit 1,5 metres apart, and chat through our masks when 

not actually stuffing our mouths… 
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Please meanwhile think about who you would like to see serving on the committee for 2021!  Some (all!) of 

our existing committee members are overdue for stepping down, and two (our Chairman and Treasurer) 

definitely are…  So please consider offering YOUR services to the club, and offering to serve as a committee 

member…  How about it??  If you have someone in mind as a potential committee member, and wish to 

nominate him / her at the AGM, please speak to him / her about it beforehand, and gauge their willingness 

(or twist their arm!!) to serve.   

EMRIG Club Webinars 

Glynn has suggested that, in place of the monthly or bi-monthly physical workshops that we were supposed 

to be holding (scuppered by Covid), we try a different system of “virtual” webinar-type meetings, to aid in 

the on-going edification of our members.  These could take the form of on-line presentations by members 

of our club (or by other invited participants/contributors), followed by a question and answer session.  This 

meeting or “webinar” would be conducted through the medium of Google Meets or Zoom or one of those 

“virtual” platforms, at an agreed time, perhaps on a weekday evening.  Alternatively, the webinar could 

involve the screening of one of the very many highly informative YouTube videos on a model train or lay-

out-related subject deemed relevant to the club, followed by a group discussion. 

This idea will be discussed in more detail and promoted at the up-coming AGM, and then we’re going to 

give it a try, and hope that it will be properly supported by the club members!  

Club Opening in general, and particularly on Wednesdays  

Although the “second wave” of the Covid-19 pandemic seems very largely to have abated (and now we are 

down to Level 1, with more of the restrictions lifted!!…), it appears there is still a fair degree of reluctance 

on the part of many members to make use of the club facilities.  So, particularly for Wednesdays, but even 

on Saturdays, there may still be days when the club is not open, or the Key Duty person is either not able or 

prepared to open up.  It will still be best, for the foreseeable future at least, to ask on the club’s Whatsapp 

chatgroup whether anyone will in fact be opening up the club room and layout on the day, and not just 

assume that the club will be open.  We presently do not have sufficient volunteers for key duty to be able 

to cover every Wednesday of the month, and, in addition, some of those doing Key Duty feel particularly at 

risk of contracting Covid-19, whether for health or age reasons.  It would, however, be helpful if the Key 

Duty guys could post, at least the day before, whether they are going to be there or not….  

For now, we still need please to adhere to the Covid protocols – sanitize hands on arrival at the club, wear 

masks, and maintain “social distancing”.  We believe that there is space within the DCC layout for a maxi-

mum of four guys to safely operate trains at any one time, and that there should still not be more than 

eight persons in the club premises at any one time until gathering restrictions (50% of capacity) are further 

relaxed.  But members of the public ARE now allowed in, provided they are wearing masks, although we 

should perhaps limit the numbers of visitors to three or four max at a time…   

All persons attending the club MUST fill in the Covid attendance sheet, so that there is a record of who has 

been at the club and when, even if this is on days other than Wednesdays and Saturdays.   
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Marktrains Whatsapp Chatgroup 

Mervyn Mark (our swap meet stalwart), has set up a Marktrains chatgroup on Whatsapp, where they ad-

vertise “specials” items on sale from time to time.  This is a very useful and convenient way to be advised of 

bargains that Mervyn has going, for the periods between swap meets.  They post photos and prices of 

items for sale, and you then need to let Mervyn know ASAP if you have an interest in (a) particular item(s).  

You would then need to arrange payment and to collect the item(s) from Mervyn’s home in Sunward Park, 

Boksburg.  If you wish to be added to that chatgroup, you need to send a Whatsapp message to Mervyn 

directly on 083-734-8686 and request to be added. 

Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library (in a blue 

file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent or “special” that you need to be notified 

about.  You need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list…  Let Glynn know if you aren’t 

receiving mails this way, and believe you should be. 

 

February 2021 Swap Meet at Northmead Mall 

By Brian Dawson 

Given that we were still subject to the Covid-19 pandemic, and Level 3 Lockdown Regulations (for just the 

last two days of Level 3, as it turned out!), this was still a pretty good Swap Meet, by all accounts! 

It was the first Swap Meet for the year, held after two months of respite (Jan and Feb) to allow finances and 

bank balances to recuperate a bit after the usual Christmas depletions.  In the middle of January we were 

still wondering if we would be allowed to go ahead with hosting the Swap Meet, but fortunately the Covid 

restrictions were relaxed a little (even though we still remained under Lockdown Level 3) and the mall 

management gave us the okay to proceed with planning and arrangements.   

http://www.emrig.co.za/


 

Page 5 of 49 

 

   

 

In the end we had 18 traders and 55 tables booked, so although it was not one of the biggest Swap Meets 

we have ever hosted, it was still a very decent and worthwhile occasion.  Quite a number (10) of the traders 

booked just one or two tables, but Mervyn had his 7 tables, Dick The Tree Man had his 6, and Johan de 

Villiers and Len Swanepoel had 5 tables each.  And then there were a few with 3 or 4 tables…  And there 

was as usual a great range of goodies to choose from….!! 
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From the few traders that I 

chatted to afterwards, they 

seemed to be satisfied that it 

had been “worth it”, and a 

successful Swap Meet. 

Notably absent once again was 

Craig’s Models (so his online 

sales business model must be 

working out for him!), as well 

as Dream Trains……….  until we 

noticed that young Gustaf 

Pelser (pictured below – far 

and away the youngest trader 

we have ever had at a Swap 

Meet – standing in for his 

father at their MWM [Mini 

World Models] agency tables) 

also had a nice range of Dream Trains products, and is apparently also serving as a local agent for Dream 

Trains!  Good on you, Gustaf, showing an entrepreneurial spirit at an early age, and helping Dad Kobus out 

when he had to be at work, while I’m sure he would far rather have been at the Swap Meet! 

 

At least THIS time it didn’t rain (like it did in December!), but there was once again a very cold wind blowing 

in through Entrance 2 (I don’t remember there ever being such strong winds blowing in through the old 
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Entrance 2 before they built the gym…?).  This time, in anticipation, Mark had intentionally left a big gap 

between the tables opposite the entrance passageway (see below), and Mervyn and Minnie (now at the far 

end near Mr Price), and also Neil Plumbly and friends who were opposite that entrance the last time around, 

were relieved to find that they were not once again being subject to “that freezing gale”! 

 

There had been a “special announcement” circulating on Whatsapp prior to the Swap Meet… Rene’ Bosch  

from @Trainz would be launching a new SAR steam loco at the Swap Meet!  We were waiting in 

anticipation!...  More about that loco later, if I get the info from Rene’ before publication day……. 

 

Once again we found ourselves a little let down in terms of club-member assistance, with just the four 

committee members and Ash Pappa there at 6:30 to set up tables.  Fortunately another couple of members 

came along shortly afterwards and helped with tablecloths and assisting traders to bring in their wares.  But 

there just doesn’t seem to be the same willing attitude of being prepared to jump in and get the work done 

(for which we as a club were always so admired and renowned) that there used to be…  which is rather 

disappointing…  

Of course we had also had the cloudburst and hailstorm on the Friday afternoon before the Swap Meet, and 

had had to do a lot of cleaning up (sucking up the water with a carpet cleaning vacuum hired by Glynn, and 
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mopping with towels and mops where we could) in order to get the layout room presentable.  But the 

carpets were still damp, and literally squeaked underfoot as we moved around in the club room.   

Fortunately, damage to club property appears to be minimal, apart from some “spare” modules that were 

stored in the storeroom where we had 25mm of water accumulated!...  Who knows what the carpets are 

going to smell like in a day or two… 

We had a lot of visitors coming up to the club room during the course of the morning to view the activity on 

the layout, or to show their friends or family where our activity takes place, and we even had a couple of 

membership enquiries.   

One particularly delightful group of visitors was a dad and mom and their young daughter (no more than 4 

or 5!) who had come all the way from Pretoria, and wanted to see trains running.  They were impressed at 

the sight of my old BR Class 25 “Rat” diesel loco trundling round and round on our layout with quite a long 

rake of 36 little pre-nationalization wagons (I was trying out the five additional wagons I had earlier bought 

from Mervyn!) and a brake car – and this little kid even knew that the brown boxy wagon at the back was 

called a brake car!  She and mom counted all the wagons!  Then they asked if we possibly had a DC layout 

where they could try out a little loco that “she” had bought… and so of course I went through and turned on 

the HO shunting layout for them.   I first ran my little DC pannier Class 57 around just to check that the 

layout was working, and the little girl positively beamed with pleasure!  They then produced the loco that 

they had bought – a little green LNER 0-6-0 tank engine, and she proudly told me that its name was an “0-6-

0”, and that it was a tank engine just like mine!  And she knew why they were tank engines, and she also 

knew the difference between a pannier and a saddle tank engine!  She knew where the water went in, and 

also why the engine needed both coal and water to make it go – “because it has to make steam!”  Her little 

loco was “Thomas without a face”, and she could also tell me what LNER stood for!  I was SO impressed and 

taken with this little kid, whose home language was obviously Afrikaans (she and mom spoke to each other 

in Afrikaans), although she spoke to me very very competently in perfect English, answering my questions, 

and chatting with her dad in English.  What an absolute delight to have her there, and a breath of fresh air! 

Dad picked her up so that she could see, and we put her loco on the shunting layout and, after a brief initial 

hesitation, it ran well.  I ran it up and down a couple of times for her, and then reversed down to the station 

end of the branch line and hooked up to the rake of wagons stored there for the shunting puzzle, and pulled 

them out and ran up and down on the layout for a bit.  She was totally delighted!   

She then pointed to the Dulez layout, and asked if it would be possible for her loco to go through the tunnel 

under the mountain (the bit that most kids seem to love most!).  I turned on that layout, and we tried it, but 

sadly only a portion of the track (the bit against the wall!) seemed to work (and of course we’ve hardly been 

there for some months now, and hadn’t checked that everything was working before the swap meet…).  So 

that was a bit disappointing for her (and a tad embarrassing for me!)…  It would have been such fun to be 

able to let her drive her own train on that layout… 

Her father and I exchanged phone numbers, as he would like to be kept abreast of trainclub activities.  I said 

I’d send him our website and newsletter link.  I received such a nice sms from him later that afternoon – 

“Thank you so much for your hospitality and patience with our little daughter.  Much appreciated.  Kindest 

regards.”  I replied as follows: “Hi there.  It was an absolute pleasure.  As a club we (and also I personally) 

believe that unless we encourage kids to develop an interest in and love for trains, the joy of model trains 



 

Page 9 of 49 

 

will unfortunately be lost forever when us oldies (that’s me and the other club members! ) die off… and 

she was SO well informed and knowledgeable that it was a real pleasure engaging and conversing with her.”   

Oh how I wish we had far more young visitors like that!!! 
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Class 25 NC On Promotion At EMRIG Swap Meet 27/2/2021 

By Rene’ Bosch 

A New TRAIN at the @Trainz table!! 

We have all seen HO-scale SAR steam locos, they have been around for decades, all being small-volume 

mainly hand-made casted models, or brass DJH kits lately assembled by Precision Miniatures.  

So they have always been rare items, with long waiting lists, being on the expensive side, waiting for a 

donor chassis!, and hoping that quality is acceptable! 

Now a new local South African company “MWM”, started by 

entrepreneur Gordon from George in the Southern Cape, took 

the opportunity to buy out “Bekker Rail” and is making HO SAR 

steam locomotives using new technology. 

The SAR Class 25 Condensing unit on display (shown alongside) 

was the first 3D-Printed model, ready for sale, being released in 

South Africa, using MWM’s own made chassis, making it the first 

to be readily available for retail.  

Feedback from the swap meet concluded that this is the first HO 

SAR steam model to have the same quality and detail competing 

with our known mass-production manufacturers.  Very high 

quality detail and workmanship at a reliable delivery flow, and a 

competitive price for a low-volume local product. 

Other local SAR models to follow will be class 15’s, class 16’s, class 25’s, the Red Devil, and class 23’s in 

various variants.  All models are ready for DCC fitment and are delivered in a quality upmarket display 

holder/box. 

For queries and pre orders feel free to contact René Bosch at @Trainz on 0825643277 
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The Development of Railways – Networks In The Great War 

Railway Development 1914 - 1922 

In World Atlas of Railways, by OS Nock, pages 20 – 21 

Editor’s Note: As explained previously, I have found it absolutely fascinating reading an out-of-print coffee-

table book called World Atlas of Railways, published in 1975, the first chapter of which provides a very 

simple basic history of railways – how things started and how they developed. I  realized while reading it 

that there was an awful lot that I didn’t know, and found to be particularly interesting…  and so, over the 

next few months, I’m providing you with bite-sized chunks of that history, typing out a couple of pages at a 

time, covering the early eras and phases of railway development.  I hope that you are finding it as 

fascinating as I have (assuming that you didn’t know it all already, of course! )…   

1914.  Until 1914 railways had played small, but significant, parts in warfare, in the confused campaigns in 

the Mississippi basin during the American Civil War, and in the working of patrols with armoured trains in 

the later stages of the Boer War.   

 

But in 1914 much of the normal pattern of international travel on the continent of Europe had been 

disrupted.  The important chain of communication between England and Germany was necessarily severed 

and not at any time afterwards to be restored to its old form.  Tracks were destroyed to hinder troop 

movements, bridges were blown up, particularly in Belgium during the first weeks of the campaign in the 
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west, and locomotives and rolling stock hurriedly withdrawn to avoid their falling into enemy hands.  Then, 

with the overrunning of much of the industrial areas of northeastern France, and the total loss of 

manufacturing facilities in Belgium, the French and British governments were faced with difficulties in 

providing replacement for consumable spare parts on rolling stock that had been withdrawn in time.  The 

heavy industries in both countries were rapidly switched to direct production of armaments, and the 

railways found great difficulty in obtaining raw materials to manufacture, in their own works, the spares 

that were needed.   

A British purchasing mission went to the USA, and arranged for large quantities of steel plate, bars, ingots, 

and other material, to be shipped to the United Kingdom.  The formation of a Railway Operating Division in 

the British Army proved invaluable in getting reinforcements and munitions to the forward zones in the 

battle areas.  Track was lifted from sections of the home railways made redundant by the suspension of 

tourist and other peacetime activities.  Many British locomotives were sent abroad for use with the Railway 

Operating Division.   

The neutrality of Switzerland made it a place whereby the repatriation of prisoners-of-war could be 

arranged, and Constance, on the German-Swiss frontier, was a centre through which much of this unusual 

traffic passed.   

In the campaigns in the Middle East much of the guerrilla activity against the Turkish armies, so dashingly 

organized and led by T.E. Lawrence, centred upon disruptions of the Hedjaz Railway, and the destruction of 

troop trains.  Among the Arabs, Lawrence became known as the “Destroyer of Engines”. 
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Railways in the Western battle areas 

Although the Allied battle line from the North 

Sea to the Swiss frontier swayed backwards 

and forwards to some extent during the four 

years of the war, despite the numerous and 

terribly costly offensives, the line remained 

stable enough for the pattern of railway 

operation to assume a fairly constant form.  

Two major routes of the Northern Railway of 

France were completely severed, namely 

those to Arras and Lille, and that leading into 

Belgium.  The Eastern main line towards 

Nancy and Strasbourg was purely a route 

furnishing reinforcements and munitions for 

the French line of battle.  The Northern main 

line to Boulogne and Calais became almost entirely a British Army supply route.   

In Great Britain itself, the establishment of the main base of the Grand Fleet at Scapa Flow in the Orkneys 

imposed an unusual and severe task.  Huge battleships were then coal-fired, and because best quality 

steam coal was needed, this had to be hauled from South Wales, via Crewe, Carlisle, Perth, Inverness to the 

most northerly railhead at Thurso.  It was a tremendous operation needing the redeployment of many 

locomotives. 

A considerable number of new locomotives for the French railway system were manufactured in Scotland.  

The British Railways Operating Division had built up a total manpower of over 18,000 by the end of the war, 

covering a rail network of over 1,300km (800 miles). 

1916.  The early conquests of the German and Austrian armies in the First World War, which put Serbia, 

Romania and most of Belgium into the hands of the so-called Central Powers, provided a remarkably 

complete railway network that was generally immune from attack from the Allied Forces.  Aerial attack at 

that time was virtually non-existent.  

The overrunning of Belgium in the early 

stages of the war provided an 

additional outlet to the North Sea at 

Zeebrugge, while the similar action 

against Serbia opened a direct line to 

Bulgaria and Turkey.  The network itself 

was entirely of pre-war construction, 

but when linked together under a 

largely unified wartime direction, was 

ideally suited for the movement of 

troops and supplies, both from the 

central areas to the battlefronts and 
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from one front to another if necessary.  In the early stages of the war, the Russian forces were still in 

existence on the Eastern Front;  but their collapse in the autumn of 1916 relieved the Central Powers of 

much railway movement through Poland and eastern Hungary, though the war in the Balkans was 

increasing.   

1919.  The peace conference of 1919 and the treaties that ratified its recommendations not only redrew 

much of the map of Europe, but they led to a regrouping of many of the old-established railway facilities.  

The total dismembering of the Austro-Hungarian Empire had the most profound results of any, with the 

great reduction of the extent of Austria itself, and the formation of the new autonomous states of 

Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia.  To the north, Poland gained independence.  The existing railways did not 

suit the new countries, and many new lines were needed to assist in the building up of new national unities.  

In Germany, the railways were nationalized, and from 1923 it was only in France, with the restoration of the 

Alsace-Lorraine lines, that the administrative situation remained unchanged. 

In Great Britain, the coalition government returned to power with a huge majority in the so-called “Khaki 

election” of 1918, imposed legislation upon the former private railways, forming them into four large 

groups. 

The reasons for the British groupings arose directly from circumstances arising during the war.  From its 

outbreak in 1914, the entire network of Great Britain and Ireland had been put under government control, 

and administered by the Railway Executive Committee, formed of a consortium of general managers of the 

leading railways.  The interests of individual railway companies were subjugated to the national interest, but 

the interests of the owners – the shareholders – were safeguarded at the outset by a guarantee of a 

continuance, for the duration of the war, of dividend payments equal to those of the year 1913.  During the 

war, however, strong representations were made by labour interests, for uniformity of wage rates, which 

had previously been negotiated on a company rather than a national scale, and there had been great 

disparity, for example, between English and Scottish rates.  New national scales were negotiated and paid in 

the latter stages of the war;  but it was realized that these could not be sustained by certain companies 

when the railways were decontrolled and handed back to their owners.  The solution seemed to be to group 

the “rich with the poor”, at the same time aiming at the continuance of some aspects of rationalized 

working that had been found advantageous during the war.   

The British post-war situation, with a government-imposed grouping, but under private ownership, with 

nothing in the way of subsidies, was therefore notably different from that in all the former belligerent 

countries, where reorganization immediately brought national ownership.  After the brief post-war boom, 

the new era was to lead the railways of Britain into a time of acute financial difficulty.  The years 

immediately following the grouping, in 1923, witnessed much confusion and frustration, while companies 

that had previously been rivals, and their staffs, tried to settle down together.  

 

Next Month: The Fantastic Streamliners: 1923 - 1945 
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Fine Scale Miniatures Sawmill build 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

 
Building a Fine Scale Miniatures sawmill kit.  I have 5 more of this manufacturer’s kits still to build. My 
layout is based in the 1930’s, hence a lot of the structures are wood buildings. 
 
There are a few people out there that have asked – how can you build a collector’s item when they are 
worth a small fortune? I do not buy collectors’ items to sit on a shelf; I buy them and assemble them to put 
on my layout where they will serve a purpose.  (A perfect example of this was my Red Hook Wharf limited 
run kit of 300 – 9 buildings in one kit.  (Part of it can be seen in the lower left corner of the second last of 
the panoramic photographs) (and featured in our November 2020 newsletter.) 
 
This is the FSM kit (pictured below) and what it looks like when opening the box – a lot of wood and metal 
castings. 
 
First thing to decide is – do I paint or stain the wood?  The instructions suggest painting it a faded red.  I 
opted rather to stain the wood, as sawmills were built for the specific area that they were serving, and 
when all was said and done, were disassembled and moved elsewhere.  I mixed up a mixture of acrylic 
thinners and a weathered black acrylic paint (btw: I only use acrylic paints – no fumes, and cleans up easily 
with water).  I put the mixture in a tray and put all the wood in it to soak.  Some wood is harder than others, 
thereby giving a different shade, which is what I wanted.  After a short period, I took them all out and 
placed them on paper towels to dry.  By using acrylic this way, the wood does not warp.  The whole building 
is assembled using a fast-setting white wood glue (Alcolin cold glue).  It dries clear if you happen to mess a 
bit.  I also use super glue when needed. 
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Next, I had to measure the area on the layout where it would be situated, and then figure out how to 
modify the kit to suit the space available.  In this case, I had to narrow the log loading deck as well as 
shortening the main work deck.  The problem then arose as to how to get the machinery to fit.  Very simple 
after some thought… mirror image it vertically and hey presto, everything fitted very well. 
 
(Below) Here is where it is going to be placed. Note: trees are temporary and will be placed once the 
sawmill is completed and in place.  The sawdust burner had been assembled a few years ago. 
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(Below) Here the floor is being assembled over the supplied template, plank by plank on the already 
assembled deck. Time consuming, but worth the effort. The left side will be trimmed off once the deck is 
complete. 

 
 
(Below) After measuring and cutting the holes for the machinery, the rail (I opted for code 70) for the log 
carriage was measured and glued in place and the metal castings test fitted (minus the legs). 
 

 
 
(Below) The rear planked wall is being assembled over another template. Note the pencilled crossed out 
area on the left to remind me where I must stop with the planking. Once complete, I turn it over and add 
the top corner bracing to each upright. 
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(Below) Here I use my very handy magnetic right clamps (available from Micro Mark in the USA) to hold the 
building together to see if everything is in its correct place. You will note that the log loading deck (left) has 
been shortened and given the “well worn” look before getting a heavy wash of the stain.  This section is not 
under the roof cover and is thus open to the elements.  The roof (double planked) behind the building has 
been completed and will have the roof trusses added once the main building is all glued together.  It will be 
removable when finished. 
 

 
 
A note: I purposely stain the wood a bit lighter in the beginning for the reason that if I need it a shade 
darker, I can then add another coat of stain the get the right color.  It is easy to darken a colour but not so 
easy to lighten it once it is too dark.  I was not happy with the too light colour floor in the second photo, and 
added a second coat of the stain as seen above. This is something I will always remember, having learnt 
from that mistake in the past.  To get this far in the assembly of this kit, it has taken 25 hours of pain-staking 
board by board construction. 
 
Photo below, the roof is done except for the roof walk and fire barrels. 
 

 
 
 



 

Page 20 of 49 

 

Below, test fitting on the layout to make sure all is in the correct place.  The crane will be used to offload 
logs from the log cars as well as the incoming logs on trucks delivered by road. 
 

 
 
 
Below, the mitre box used for cutting the roof truss pieces at the correct angle and length. 
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The five roof trusses assembled. 
 

 
 
 
 
Final test before carrying on with the building at the workbench. 
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This is where a lot of time is needed in painting all the details.  After the main colour, I use a wash to age it 
and add the used look to the parts.  (I use Warhammer Citadel acrylic range of washes.) 
 

 
 
Same procedure used here as above. 
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I have used 12 volt grain of wheat bulbs in Campbell Scale lamp shades for the interior lighting, and run 
them at 6 volts from a power source under the layout to ensure long-lasting lights, and give the right 
ambience for the period. 

 
 
 
The fun part of the hobby is placing all the bits and pieces in the model. 
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I spray paint all the metal castings with a light sand color and when dry, I start picking out all the detail and 
colour them.  When this is complete, I then do a black wash over all the parts, and do a final dry brush using 
white acrylic paint from a tube. 
 

 
 
Figures (as close as you can get, position wise) are placed around the model to bring it to life.  I have placed 
15 figures around this model.  They are from Preiser and Woodland Scenics. 
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Two night shots of the sawmill in action… 
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Final photos of the sawmill on the layout, almost ready to receive the first load of logs. 
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A few shots of the interior.  Sawdust must still be added once bedded into the layout. 
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I have finished the sawmill at last and placed it on the layout.  It just needs to be "bedded" into the 
surrounds with weeds and shrubbery, as well as sawdust both inside and outside. 
 
It took a total number of 91 hours to build this kit.  It is an HO Scale model used on my 3 foot narrow gauge 
layout named the Cascade Creek Railroad.  The Cascade Creek Logging Company owns the trackage rights 
on this top level. 
 
My next model to build (when I have the time) is also a Fine Scale Miniatures kit of a logging repair shed, 
which will be placed to the right of the sawmill above. 
 
Below are panoramic views of my layout to date. (Started with the track and scenery on the upper level at 
the end of October 2016). 
 
October 2016 

 
 
June 2017 

 
 
I do not have a current photograph of the extent of the layout as of February 2021 
 
Next article will be the building of the above layout from start to current date. 
 
Till next time - keep having FUN. 
 
Brian – the HOn3 guy – Knysna  
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Running Trainz Virtually – 9: C&O Hinton Division 

By Brian Dawson 

Another route that was included in the original Trainz: A New Era (T:ANE) package that I bought, to keep 

myself occupied during Lockdown, is the Chesapeake & Ohio (C&O) Hinton Division.  Chesapeake Bay lies 

on the east coast of the US (just to the south of Maryland and close to Washington DC), while the state of 

Ohio lies a little to the interior, adjacent to West Virginia.   

One of the largest railroads in the 1950s and 60s, the C&O railroad had its humble beginnings as the Louisa 

Railroad of Louisa County, Virginia in 1836 and the James River and Kanawha Canal Company begun in 1785, 

also in Virginia. (You might remember, from the Development of Railways article #4 *“Worldwide Expansion 

Begins”+, that in the 1846 discussion of the Baltimore & Ohio Railway *situated a little further to the north – 

Baltimore in Maryland is at the head of Chesapeake Bay, northeast of Washington], there was mention of 

the difficulties of crossing the Allegheny and Appalachian mountain ranges in order to get off the coastal 

plains and into the interior of the USA, and how combinations of rail and canal or river were used in order 

to move freight.  Well, this would also have been one of them!)  At its height, the C&O was the product of 

the amalgamation of about 150 routes that had been incorporated into the system over time. 

The Hinton Division route, one of the major coal-producing areas for the C&O, picks up west of Thurmond 

(at the New River Mining Company just outside a small town called Pax), and runs through to Hinton in the 

east, all within the state of West Virginia.  From the town of Hinton the route would then continue on 

eastwards over the Allegheny Mountains and through Clifton Forge in Virginia, in order to get to the coast at 

Chesapeake Bay.  

This is, once again, a geographically identifiable area and an accurate representation of the route, although 

the route is set in the 1950s in the era of big steam locomotives, and things have changed a bit since then!  

The digital route was built using 5m Digital Elevation Maps (DEMs), topographical maps, Yard maps, and 

even building plans from that period using 

drawings supplied by the C&O Historical 

Society, to aid in its authenticity.  

The route is set in the American “fall” 

(autumn), and so the landscapes are full of 

trees in “fall” colours, as the leaves of the 

deciduous trees are turning to orange and 

yellow and red before they are shed.  I’ve 

had the privilege of being in West Virginia in 

the fall, and seeing the splendour of the fall 

colouration, and the graphic representation here is pretty accurate in that regard too… 

There are four sessions included in the C&O Hinton package, and then there’s the option to purchase a 

further fifth session (the Quinnimont Coal Drag) for an additional $19:99.  The four included routes are: 
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 Quickdrive  

 Avis Yard Work 

 C&O 2-6-6-6 H8 New River Mining Run 

 Thurmond Empties 

In Quickdrive (the regular “freestyle” exploratory session which appears to be common to all or most of the 

Trainz routes) you can make up your own train in the Hinton Yard, and explore as much of the area as you 

want to, at your own pace, changing points as you wish, basically familiarizing yourself with the route.  I 

found that it is even permitted to “run red signals” (provided that the points are set correctly!), without 

consequence (termination of the session!!), after impatiently sitting for a long time at a signal that wouldn’t 

change, and eventually deciding “to hell with it! I’m going!”…. 

 

Of them all, the Avis Yard Work session was, for me, the most fun!  This is the one that involves all the 

shunting, delivering various freight wagons (see – it’s not JUST about coal!) to the industries close to the 

Hinton Yard.  Avis appears to be the name of the District within which the town of Hinton is located, and 

where the session name then comes from.    

The industries are all located in an area called “Hilltop”, which sits with the bulk of the town in an elevated 

position above the level of the railroad yard (which is probably only just above the flood level of the river on 

what appears to be an excavated terrace).  To get to Hilltop there is a steep rising track leading out of the 

rear of the Yard.  This track probably averages around 3% grade, but at its steepest is just under 8%, and so 

it’s a bit of a sukkel to get up there if you slow down or stop and lose momentum. 

 

 The instructions for the session are simple and all-encompassing – “Your task today is switching operations 

in the Hinton Yard.” 

There are five tasks, each of which entails connecting to a rake of wagons on one or other of the tracks in 

the Yard, pulling them out past the connecting point to the Hilltop access track, and then pushing them 

back up the steep incline and into one of a number of sidings on the relatively flat area at the top of the hill 

(i.e. all are tail-shunts), depending on which industry they are consigned to.  Some of the wagons are empty, 

and to be loaded at the industry, while the others are loaded and have to be taken up there for offloading of 

the contents.  In each case, the rake needs to be brought back down again afterwards and parked at a 

designated spot in the Yard. 
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The various tasks were: 

 Unload the 2x sand and 3x coal hoppers (attached to the loco at the start) at the Hinton Coal Dock 

and Sand Bunker 

 Take 4x loaded stock wagons to Swift & Co (abattoir and meat packers) at Hilltop 

 Take 3x empty reefers for loading at Hinton Fruit and Produce at Hilltop 

 Take 5x loaded boxcars to Hinton Hardware at Hilltop for unloading 

 Take 9x loaded boxcars for unloading at New River Grocery Co at Hilltop (this was the most interest-

ing of the tasks, as there is only space for three wagons at a time on the siding at NR Grocery Co., 

requiring the other wagons to be temporarily stored on the nearby team track)  

The 1950s Hinton Yard is quite extensive, 18 tracks across at its widest, with a couple of additional service 

sidings just to add to the confusion.  The 18 tracks converge into two at the yard throat, meaning that there 

are multiple points (“switches”) that need to be checked and set when heading for a particular rake of 

wagons or a particular spot in the yard…  Sadly, the current (the latest Google Earth image is from 1996!) 

Yard is nowhere near as extensive, now with just three tracks, and a large disturbed area where much of the 

yard and the services area have been demolished…  

 

Finding one’s way to the right rake of wagons or place in the Yard is made substantially more difficult by the 

presence of intermittent rain showers that keep falling throughout the session, some of which are pretty 

heavy!  And of course, running in the rain means that 

you can’t see anything when you zoom out, to look 

for the route ahead and check the points settings, or 

to see where things are!  As you zoom out, things 

just disappear into the gloom below….  Tricky!! 

At least the navigation markers tell you where you 

are supposed to be, but with a plethora of curved 

tracks, and frequent heavy rain, it’s not always 

possible to get the points settings right every time, 

and on occasion I found myself overshooting and 

then having to back up far enough for the train to release the points so they could be changed, and only 

then head off onto the correct track… 

The loco used in this session is a Kanawha K4, which has a 2-8-4 wheel configuration.   
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The C&O’s K-4 class were 

a group of ninety 2-8-4 

locomotives purchased 

during and shortly after 

World War II. Unlike many 

other railroads in the 

United States, the C&O 

chose to nickname this class 

“Kanawha”, after the river by 

that name in West Virginia, 

rather than call them 

“Berkshires”, after the region 

in New England, as other 

railroads did.  During the 

1940s, the C&O K-4's were 

being built to haul heavy 

freight services and were 

used mostly for high speed 

freight and passenger 

services throughout the 

north-eastern regions of the 

United States and part of Ontario, Canada.  They were manufactured by the Lima Locomotive Works in Lima, 

Ohio. (Wikipedia) 

There are still a few (at least 12) of them still around on display in various museums.  

This session was completed in a little over an hour and a half, and 5 stars and 2000 points for a “perfect run” 

were added to my score, despite the rain and the occasional backing up!!… 
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The pre-session blurb for the New River Mining Coal Run starts off with a long info piece about the 

locomotive used…  It would appear that C&O are particularly proud of their H8s (and probably with due 

cause!)!   “What was the most powerful steam locomotive ever built? The BigBoy?  What was the heaviest 

steam loco ever built?  The BigBoy?... Well maybe, maybe not.  In this session you will experience the power 

of the CO 2-6-6-6 Allegheny.  They are giving you control over this big boy, and you will be making a large 

coal run.  The journey is not a short one, so get ready to take on the challenge in hauling your freight from 

New River Mining all the way up to Hinton. 

“In the 1930s the C&O improved its railroad by boring new tunnels and enlarging others.  The Class T-1 

Texas type 2-10-4s also arrived in the early 1930s and seemed to be the choice for hauling its coal trains over 

the 80 miles of travel from Hinton, WV to Clifton Forge (just over the state border) in Virginia.  This run 

included a 13 mile 0,577% grade to the 2072 foot summit of an Allegheny mountain and then a descent 

down a 1,14% grade to Clifton Forge.  Its 2-6-6-2s were getting old, and the 2-8-8-2s delivered in the 1920s 

(which used simple expansion because of tight tunnel clearances) were not up to the task. 

“On the brink of ordering more 2-10-4s, the C&O was approached by the Lima Locomotive Company with a 

new and more powerful locomotive design.  This design was a six-coupled, single-expansion articulated loco 

with 67” diameter drivers for speed, a 9x15 firebox with a very large boiler for steaming, and 778,000 

pounds of locomotive weight to assure tractive effort.  The large firebox was placed behind the drivers, and 

required a six-wheel trailing truck to support it.  This gave the design a wheel arrangement of 2-6-6-6.  With 

four 22,5” diameter and 33” stroke cylinders, a 260 psi boiler pressure and the 67” drivers it could exert 

110,200 pounds of tractive effort. 

“The C&O agreed and placed an order for ten of these 2-6-6-6 locomotives, and Lima delivered them in 

December 1941 (and subsequently, a further 50 of them!).  They were designated Class H8 and assigned 

road numbers 1600 through 1609. 

“With a new wheel arrangement came a new name.  The C&O selected the name Allegheny from the 

mountain range where this new loco would do the bulk of its work.  The cost was $270,000 each.  The 

tenders for these new locos were of the largest type used on the C&O, with a 25,000 gallon water tank and a 

25 ton coal bunker.  In order to keep the overall length of the loco and tender within the limit that existing 

turntables could handle, it was necessary to make the rear section of the tender higher, thus causing more 

weight to be at the rear than at the front.  The tender had a 6-wheel leading truck, but an 8-wheel trailing 

truck was needed to carry the weight in the rear.”   
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The power of these locos was apparently measured at 7,498 HP (only exceeded by the Pennsylvania RR’s 

Q2), and it was one of the heaviest ever at 386 tons for the loco and 215 tons for a loaded tender 

(Wikipedia).  So they’re quite impressive locos, which sadly were replaced by diesels just a few years later…  

The session starts out at New River Coal Mine, located just half a mile outside the small town of Pax, in 

West Virginia.  It’s real!  The mine is still there, and so is the town, all visible on Google Earth…  A train of 

twenty five empty hoppers is lined up on the loading siding at the mine.  The mine has TWO loading 

facilities (in series), which look VERY similar to the Walthers kit mine building on the New River Mine 

modules at Chamdor, of which I am currently the “custodian”…  (These modules were built by Mike 

Richardson, ex-chairman of the GFG club, and were sold to Jason McBean [where I first had the pleasure of 

running trains on them at Jason’s place in Randburg+ *Jason actually built and modified and weathered this 

particular structure, illustrated on the next page], before Jason sold the modules back to Mike when he 

moved down to George and regrettably had to sell the rest of his layout to a friend.  Mike then housed the 

modules at Chamdor for a while, but has recently sold them to the Chamdor club [WRFG = West Rand 

Freemo Group].  And now WRFG has asked me to take over the maintenance and further development of 

the modules on their behalf [which I am busy with], as a kind of penance, I guess, for the privilege of 

running my American trains there every couple of weeks or so…)   
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Once you take control of the big 2-6-6-6 H8, and start to edge forward, loading of the coal hoppers begins 

simultaneously at both of the loading stations.  The first fourteen hoppers behind the loco are filled at the 

closest station, while 14 hoppers away the trailing eleven hoppers are also being loaded.  Each hopper takes 

106,300 lbs (that’s 48 tons!) of coal, and the train weighs 2,132 tons once loaded.  Once all 25 hoppers are 

filled to capacity, you are given the all clear to proceed along the single branch-line to Thurmond.  The route 

is set for you, and no switch-setting is required while on the branch-line.  

I had earned 1 star and 100 points after just successfully completing the loading (which really was no big 

deal at all!). 

From Pax the route passes through Mt Hope and then Newlyn 

and Redstar and Harvey, for at least some of the way following 

a small river valley (which I had [wrongly!] assumed was the 

New River).  It’s uphill work initially from the mine, with a 

grade of up to 3,5% at its steepest, before passing through a 

tunnel under a mountain ridge, and then following a different 

river valley down the other side.  Single track most of the way, 

with occasional passing loops and a couple of other of the 

mine’s loading facilities along the way.  Nice countryside!   

   

The entry into Thurmond, 17 miles later, is pretty impressive, across a massive steel girder bridge over the – 

big and wide! – New River!  Thurmond Yard lies on the northeast bank of the river, while the entry to 

Thurmond is initially from the south, then heading up towards the northwest.   
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Hinton (our actual destination) lies to the east, so this means that the train enters Thurmond facing in the 

wrong direction, and this of course necessitates a “run around”, and a trip to the Thurmond turntable to 

turn the loco. 

The turntable is ONLY JUST big enough to accommodate this massive loco and tender, with some quite 

significant overhang!  In fact, when I first ran the session, I honestly thought that the turntable would be too 

small, and uncoupled from the tender in order to first turn the loco and then turn the tender separately – 

I’m still convinced it is! (which lost me a bit of time, and was apparently unnecessary!), before working out 

that they would just (but only just!) fit on while coupled together…     

From Thurmond, the route continues to Hinton along a double-track mainline, through the towns of Prince, 

Quinnimont and Meadow Creek and Sandstone, all the way following the course of the New River upstream 

to Hinton, with a fairly gentle uphill climb below 1% grade (it’s only past Hinton that the Allegheny 

Mountains provide the serious obstacle on the route to the sea, and the real climb begins). 

The trip from Thurmond to Hinton is fairly uneventful, and is travelled at open-area speeds of 35 or 50mph, 

and 20 or 15mph through yards, meaning that one has to be very aware of how far ahead the next speed 
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restriction is, in order to be able to slow the heavy train enough so as not to be speeding.  But this was 

easily achievable, and I managed to get to Hinton without incurring any speed penalties.  This was deemed 

to be a “normal” session, the roughly 50 mile trip expected to take around 3 hours. 

The first time I ran it I only earned 3 stars and 380 points, due to my faffing around in Thurmond with the 

turntable.  But when I ran it a second time, and got everything right, and faster, I duly earned my 5 stars and 

515 points for another “perfect run”, actually running it in just 2 hours 34 minutes. 

The “interesting” bits of this session were the coal loading, and then obviously the run around and 

turntable experience in Thurmond Yard (where I had to change all the points that needed changing, while 

being guided by the regular navigation markers).  It was no great challenge, but still a most pleasant session 

with a super-sized loco and a heavy train travelling through very pleasant surroundings. 

From Google Earth (still only a 1996 image), Thurmond also no longer appears to be quite the place that it 

was during the steam era heydays of the 1950s, as it’s depicted in this session… The yard, although 

obviously the same size (length) looks a bit more run down, and all the old steam-servicing facilities and the 

turntable are gone, although it’s obviously still a functional yard, and coal trains are still running!   

I actually ran the Thurmond Empties session as the first of the sessions when I started with this new route.  

It was described as an “easy” session, which should take around 1 hour 20 minutes for the approximately 33 

mile journey.  And it really was pretty simple… 

The preliminary instructions were that “you are the relief change-over crew for the guys who have just 

finished their run from Clifton Forge with a load of empties for Thurmond.  To finish the session you will need 

to de-couple from your consist at Thurmond and take the loco to the Thurmond Mallet House (=loco shed!).  

This is a CTC-controlled area, so all switches will be set automatically for you.”  So.. not much to do other 

than manage the speed, then! 

Once again, the loco used is the Kanawha K4 2-8-4 (#2774), which actually has a far nicer “chuff” sound 

than the “reciprocating” chuff of the bigger and more physically impressive H8!  The train however consists 

of 82 empty hoppers and a caboose, with a weight-in-tow of 1734 tons.  It’s thus a very long and medium 

heavy train, behind a single not-so-massive loco.  Fortunately the run is mostly downhill, running alongside 

the New River, setting out from the Hinton Yard, and running through to Thurmond. 

What adds some additional interest to this session is that it is also run in intermittent rain, again some of it 

pretty substantial!  I like to zoom out periodically, to get the “bird’s eye view”, to be able to monitor my 

progress and see the names of the places that I am passing through (I like knowing where I am!), and the 

finer detail disappears into the gloom as one does so.  But at least the place names remain legible in map 

view!  So the route was Hinton – Brooks – Sandstone – Meadow Creek – Quinnimont – Prince – Claremont – 

Stonecliff – Thurmond, with the total route being just a little over 33 miles long! 

The whole route is a double track mainline (just run in the opposite direction to the Coal Run described 

earlier), and there are no stops at all.  So it really was just about speed management…  The speed limit 

through most of the towns along the way is 20mph, and so one needs to timeously drop from up near 

50mph (if you can actually get up there!) down to 20mph so as not to get into trouble!  And then of course, 

with an 82 hopper train, you can’t accelerate once the loco has passed the speed derestriction; you have to 
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wait until the whole length of the train has passed out of the speed restriction zone before you can 

accelerate again, which seems to take forever.  And “accelerating” with an 82 hopper train, it takes quite a 

while for speed to build up!  At one point along the route there was a yellow signal, for which I had to slow 

down significantly, expecting to have to stop.  But there were no reds, and the yellow turned to green, and 

we were soon on our way again… 

As I was entering Quinnimont I passed a long loaded double-header (couldn’t count the number of wagons!) 

on its way uphill to Hinton, and we hooted at each other (just for something else to do)!    

I completed the session in 1 hour 27 minutes, and earned 5 stars and 2000 points for a “perfect run”!  

 

I’m still deciding whether to splash out the extra $20 to buy the Quinnimont Coal Drag or not… doesn’t 

seem particularly good value for money for just a single session, though…  but then again, I’m quite 

enjoying these big locos, and the delightful “fall” countryside of West Virginia.  And this is the session that 

would take me up and over the famed Allegheny Mountains to Virginia, with two locos (probably H8s!)!.. 

“Your orders for today are to take the loaded coal consist from Quinnimont via Meadow Creek and Hinton 

on to Clifton Forge in Virginia.  You will have several through freights to contend with, so watch signals and 

speed.  At Meadow Creek you will pick up an extra 30 carloads of coal to add to your consist.  At Hinton you 

will pick up a helper engine to get you to Clifton Forge.”  And then there’s the temptation button lurking in 

the bottom right corner of the screen…  “Purchase session”… 

It’s a medium difficulty session, with an expected duration of two hours.  But it’s all new territory beyond 

Hinton…  Is it worth it???  I’m thinking I might just do it!.................. 

Postscript… 

So I DID buy the Quinnimont Coal Drag!…  After inserting the above article into the newsletter I was 

preparing for this month and then reading through it again, as I always do, by now a good couple of months 

after having written it, I thought to myself – “why not?  Just do it!”  I splashed out the $20, R294,32 was 

immediately added to my credit card debt, and next time I turned on Trainz, I owned it!   

It did involve a bit of “work”, but it was actually a tad disappointing in that it didn’t add mileage to the route 

I already owned, as I had expected…  What it did add was a hell of a lot more coal hoppers!  I ended up with 

a train of 127 of them after picking up the additional consist in Meadow Creek!..., so no wonder I would be 

needing the extra H8 (2-6-6-6) loco as a helper from Hinton (actually from the Avis Yard) onwards…  Except 

that I never actually got to do any “onwards” – as beyond Avis the train would “continue to Clifton Forge via 

the portal”, so I never did get to see or drive over the Allegheny Mountains.  The session consisted 

essentially of 1. Leaving the loco siding and coupling up to the train; 2. Running from Quinnimont to 

Meadow Creek;  3. Uncoupling in Meadow Creek and fetching the additional loaded consist and joining it to 

my main train;  4. Running from Meadow Creek to Avis (just past Hinton);  5. Waiting in the Avis Yard while 

the helper H8 came up and joined on behind my caboose;  and 6. Setting off again for a short distance 

before the camera circled around my train, I was congratulated on my perfect score, and a further 5 stars 

were added to my tally…  But it was another two and a half hours of enjoyable (if not particularly taxing) fun! 
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Whose Layout Is This???  

(Answer to be provided in our next edition) 

 
 

 
 

Answer to the February edition question…:     The layout featured in our February edition is that belonging 
to the Outeniqua Railway Society club down in George.  Kobus wrote about his visit to the Outeniqua club in 
his July 2017 Water Tower Challenge articles (Part 3) about his trip to the Cape.  And Johan Leeflang, after 
he had moved down to Klein Brak Rivier, joined the Outeniqua club and in November 2017 took and sent to 
me the photos that I included last month.  I then asked him for additional information about the club, and he 
provided a promotional article about them written by their chairman John Crook, which, along with Johan’s 
photos, then featured in our December 2017 newsletter. So that’s where you might have seen those pics, if 
you’ve been reading your newsletters that long!    
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By Shane Brinkley this month! 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 2020 November Jean Dulez 

 2020 December No contribution (no one was nominated..…) 

 2021 January  No contribution – Theuns dropped the ball!, and so I challenged Glynn… 

 2021 February  Glynn Chamberlain 

Thank you, Glynn, for getting the ball rolling again! 

(and for finally writing that most pertinent article! – admittedly only 

when pressured to do so – but you did it!!  ) 

The Ghan (By Shane Brinkley) 

Like a lot of countries around the world, Australia has several luxury trains which are world renowned. The 

two most well-known would be The Indian Pacific, which travels East-West across Australia and The Ghan, 

which travels North-South. Here will be a brief overview of the Ghan. 

The name of the train comes from an abbreviated version of the original service known as The Afghan 

Express, and is said to have been a throwback to the original Afghan camel drivers who used to cross the 

Australian desert in the 19th century. These camel drivers used to deliver everything from mail, food, 

furniture as well as passengers across the vast arid regions of Australia. 
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The original route of The Ghan began construction 

in 1878 in Port Augusta and reached Oodnadata in 

January 1891.  Work on the extension to Alice 

Springs only started in 1926 and was completed in 

1929.  Until that time, the final stretch of the trip 

was still completed by camel. 

The route was notorious for washouts by sudden 

floods in areas along the route, and a flatbed car 

was always in service behind the locomotive, 

carrying spare sleepers and track, which were used 

for repairs during any trips, these being carried out 

by maintenance crews on the train as well as by 

passengers willing to assist.  The main reason for 

this route being taken was that it was the most 

abundant source of water in the area, which was 

needed by the steam locomotives of the day. 

When diesel locomotives were regularly used on 

the service, a much drier route was then 

constructed in the 1970’s, and the line to Alice 

Springs went via Tarcoola.  

These lines were all still narrow gauge lines.  The 

last narrow gauge service to leave Alice Springs 

departed on 26 November 1980. 

The new standard gauge line was opened in 

October 1980 and this is the same route that the 

train follows today.  This line is approximately 

160km west of the original line, avoiding the 

floodplains that were notorious for the washouts in 

the past. 

The first Ghan on the new line departed from 

Adelaide on 11 December 1980.  It operated weekly 

with a second service running in the weeks between 

May and October. 

The Alice Springs to Darwin part of the line only 

started construction in July 2001, and the first passenger service arrived in Darwin on 3 February 2004.  A 

great feat considering this was after 126 years of planning and waiting, as well as a cost of $1.3billion. 

The line also signified the possibility of more freight travelling this route and being shipped to and from Asia 

via Darwin. 
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The current day Ghan travels a 

distance of 2979km from Darwin to 

Adelaide, or vice-versa, and the trip 

takes approximately 54 hours.  This is 

with the occasional stop along the 

route to enjoy different off-route 

expeditions and experiences.  The 

average speed of the train is 85km/h 

and it is allowed to accelerate to a 

maximum of 115km/h if needed. 

The train has two classes, gold and 

platinum, both being pretty luxurious, 

the one just slightly more so than the 

other. 

   Gold class cabin. 

  Platinum class cabin. 

For the really wealthy who wish to splash out on their trip or for special charters, there is the Chairman’s 

Carriage. This luxurious private coach can be booked for small groups of Platinum Passengers to enjoy 

privately away from the rest of the train’s guests. This service costs several thousand dollars and is best for 
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small wealthy groups. This service even includes chaufeur services to and from home within 60km of the 

station. 

Along the route passengers are treated to vast expanses of desert scenery as the train passes through the 

Flinders Range, the Coober-Pedy and the Katheryn Gorge areas, just to name a few. 

 

The Ghan is regarded as the world’s longest passenger train, and with a full complement of 44 carriages and 

two locomotives it measures 1096 meters in length.  This configuration of the train only runs for 9 weeks of 

the year, where the more regular service is 200 meters shorter for the remainder of the year. 

The summer service usually includes 22 passenger cars, 6 restaurant carriages, five lounge cars, staff 

quarters, a power van and luggage van. 

Trips on the Ghan start at about AU$1920 per person (approx R21 900 at time of writing). 

Certain off-train excursions are included, while others are extra. 

The locomotives pulling the Ghan are NR class diesel locomotives, and these locomotives are capable of 

varying output power, 2850hp, 3560hp and 4020hp respectively.  They have a mass of 132 tons and have a 

Co-Co wheel arrangement.  (Austrains has had models of these locomotives available in HO since June 2000. 
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A second Australian manufacturer, Auscision has said that they will be releasing  models of the NR class 

locomotives in HO in 2021, some of which will be of previously unavailable liveries.) 

As with most train 

services around the 

world, the Ghan has had 

a few incidents in its time. 

Notably, during the 

current century these 

have been: 

24 October 2002 – The 

Ghan collided with a 

school bus, killing four 

people.  There were no 

significant injuries to 

train passengers. 

12 December 2006 – The Ghan collided 

with a truck at a level crossing in the 

Northern Territory. Seven coaches of the 

train derailed.  One woman was critically 

injured and several other passengers were 

treated for minor injuries.  The truck 

driver was arrested and found guilty of 

multiple charges related to the accident. 

6 August 2007 – The Ghan collided with a 

truck at a level crossing in South Australia.  

Three passengers were treated for shock 

and minor injuries.  The truck driver was 

temporarily trapped in his vehicle. 

6 June 2009 – A 19 year old American 

tourist clung to the outside of the Ghan for two hours and 200km when he was locked out of the train 

following a stop at Port Augusta.  A technician eventually heard his screams and stopped the train. 

The Ghan has also featured in several television series and productions over the years, some of which were: 

the BBC series Great Railway Journeys of the World (in 1980); Chris Tarrant: Extreme Railways and the 

Mighty Trains series.  Most recently it featured in Michael Portillo’s Great Australian Railway Journeys. 

 

Lastly, I will nominate Mark Peddle for the next edition of the challenge! (Sorry Mark!) 

Shane Brinkley, Perth, Feb 2021 
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 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we normally include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month, 

or a bit beyond, for the respective newsletter published.  Below is the whole 2021 Duty Roster, produced 

by Mark, followed then by the regular three month view (just to keep my formatting straight!)…. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone.  

Entries in Bold italics indicate a change from the original schedule.  

 
Date Name 

 
Date Name 

   
   1 Sat 02/01 Terrence Marx 1 Wed06/01 Clive Shepherd 

2 Sat 09/01 Mark Peddle 2 Wed13/01 Colin Anstis 

3 Sat 16/01 Kobus Pelser 3 Wed20/01 Brian Dawson 

4 Sat 23/01 Colin Anstis 4 Wed27/01 
 

5 Sat 30/01 Ash Mahendra Papa 1 Wed03/02 Clive Shepherd 

1 Sat 06/02 Johan de Villiers 2 Wed10/02 Colin Anstis 

2 Sat 13/02 Theuns Wessels 3 Wed17/02 Brian Dawson 

3 Sat 20/02 Glynn Chamberlain 4 Wed24/02 
 

4 Sat 27/02 Terrence Marx 1 Wed03/03 Clive Shepherd 

1 Sat 06/03 Mark Peddle 2 Wed10/03 Colin Anstis 

2 Sat 13/03 Kobus Pelser 3 Wed17/03 Brian Dawson 

3 Sat 20/03 Colin Anstis 4 Wed24/03 
 

4 Sat 27/03 Ash Mahendra Papa 5 Wed31/03 Jan Kruger 

1 Sat 03/04 Johan de Villiers 1 Wed07/04 Clive Shepherd 

2 Sat 10/04 Theuns Wessels 2 Wed14/04 Colin Anstis 

3 Sat 17/04 Glynn Chamberlain 3 Wed21/04 Brian Dawson 

4 Sat 24/04 Terrence Marx 4 Wed28/04 
 

1 Sat 01/05 Mark Peddle 1 Wed05/05 Clive Shepherd 

2 Sat 08/05 Kobus Pelser 2 Wed12/05 Colin Anstis 

3 Sat 15/05 Colin Anstis 3 Wed19/05 Brian Dawson 

4 Sat 22/05 Johan de Villiers 4 Wed26/05 
 

5 Sat 29/05 Ash Mahendra Papa 1 Wed02/06 Clive Shepherd 

1 Sat 05/06 Theuns Wessels 2 Wed09/06 Colin Anstis 

2 Sat 12/06 Glynn Chamberlain 3 Wed16/06 Brian Dawson 

3 Sat 19/06 Terrence Marx 4 Wed23/06 
 

4 Sat 26/06 Mark Peddle 5 Wed30/06 Jan Kruger 
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1 Sat 03/07 Kobus Pelser 1 Wed07/07 Clive Shepherd 

2 Sat 10/07 Colin Anstis 2 Wed14/07 Colin Anstis 

3 Sat 17/07 Johan de Villiers 3 Wed21/07 Brian Dawson 

4 Sat 24/07 Ash Mahendra Papa 4 Wed28/07 
 

5 Sat 31/07 Theuns Wessels 1 Wed04/08 Clive Shepherd 

1 Sat 07/08 Glynn Chamberlain 2 Wed11/08 Colin Anstis 

2 Sat 14/08 Terrence Marx 3 Wed18/08 Brian Dawson 

3 Sat 21/08 Mark Peddle 4 Wed25/08 
 

4 Sat 28/08 Kobus Pelser 1 Wed01/09 Clive Shepherd 

1 Sat 04/09 Colin Anstis 2 Wed08/09 Colin Anstis 

2 Sat 11/09 Ash Mahendra Papa 3 Wed15/09 Brian Dawson 

3 Sat 18/09 Johan de Villiers 4 Wed22/09 
 

4 Sat 25/09 Theuns Wessels 5 Wed29/09 Jan Kruger 

1 Sat 02/10 Glynn Chamberlain 1 Wed06/10 Clive Shepherd 

2 Sat 09/10 Terrence Marx 2 Wed13/10 Colin Anstis 

3 Sat 16/10 Mark Peddle 3 Wed20/10 Brian Dawson 

4 Sat 23/10 Kobus Pelser 4 Wed27/10 
 

5 Sat 30/10 Colin Anstis 1 Wed03/11 Clive Shepherd 

1 Sat 06/11 Ash Mahendra Papa 2 Wed10/11 Colin Anstis 

2 Sat 13/11 Johan de Villiers 3 Wed17/11 Brian Dawson 

3 Sat 20/11 Theuns Wessels 4 Wed24/11 
 

4 Sat 27/11 Glynn Chamberlain 1 Wed01/12 Clive Shepherd 

1 Sat 04/12 Terrence Marx 2 Wed08/12 Colin Anstis 

2 Sat 11/12 Mark Peddle 3 Wed15/12 Brian Dawson 

3 Sat 18/12 Kobus Pelser 4 Wed22/12 
 

4 Sat 25/12 CLOSED 5 Wed29/12 Jan Kruger 

   
1 Wed05/01 Clive Shepherd 

 

  Date Name   Date Name 

   1 Wed 3-3 Clive S 

1 Sat 6-3 Mark P 2 Wed 10-3 Colin A 

2 Sat 13-3 Kobus P 3 Wed 17-3 Brian D 

3 Sat 20-3 Colin A 4 Wed 24-3 ??? 

4 Sat 27-3 Ash P 5 Wed 31-3 Jan K 

1 Sat 3-4 Johan dV 1 Wed 7-4 Clive S 

2 Sat 10-4 Theuns W 2 Wed 14-4 Colin A 

3 Sat 17-4 Glynn C 3 Wed 21-4 Brian D 

4 Sat 24-4 Terrence M 4 Wed 28-4 ??? 

1 Sat 1-5 Mark P 1 Wed 5-5 Clive S 
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2 Sat 8-5 Kobus P 2 Wed 12-5 Colin A 

3 Sat 15-5 Colin A 3 Wed 19-5 
Brian D 

4 Sat 22-5 Johan dV 4 Wed 26-5 ??? 

5 Sat 29-5 Ash P 1 Wed 2-6 Clive S 

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (be careful with the one 

closest to the window [left-hand switch powering the IR], as the right-hand switch powers the Security 

Gate lock!!!).  

Mark, as our Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that 

need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, 

and then let Mark know what you have arranged.  

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Wednesday 10th March  EMRIG Committee Meeting  

 Sunday 14th March  EMRIG AGM and bring & braai (BYOE) 

 Saturday 27th March  CrossRoads Swap Meet, Krugersdorp 

 Saturday 10th April  PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria 

 Saturday 29th May   Swap Meet at Northmead Mall 

 ??? ????    The Great Model Train Expo  NOW POSTPONED INDEFINITELY 

2020 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – …………………… (position vacant, very sadly)   (Volunteer needed!… or maybe not?)  

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2021 WILL BE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE 
AGM.    

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

AND PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND 
NOT “EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE ANONYMOUS (UNIDENTIFIABLE!!) MEMBER HAS DONE 
FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS…    

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za

