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Chairman’s Message – December 2020 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello fellow Emrig’ers 

Well – what a roller coaster ride 2020 has been!  Quite honestly, I will be happy when this year is over. 

There is often talk about people being two-faced.  To some extent, I am like that.  Externally, I am the happy, 

joking, laughing guy you always know.  Internally it has been a bad period for me…  None of my EMRIG or 

train friends know this, but two weeks ago, Lindsay and I took our house off the market after we’d had it 

there for only 4 days.  Yes, after months of home maintenance and repairs to get it ready in order to sell, we 

were getting out of here.  UK, here we come… 

The members who come to my operating session will notice a fresh lick of paint on the walls at home.  No 

family photos on the passage walls.  Fifty percent of our furniture gone, and the pool newly renovated with 

a fresh marbelite coating… 

I do not want to go into all the work and personal issues I’ve been dealing with, but suffice to say, Lindsay 

and I had a large indaba two Fridays ago, and cancelled all the emigration plans. 

Apart from the normal things like never again owning a home, our new home arguably being the size of a 

mouse’s house, never having a garden the same as the one we currently have…  Lindsay’s quilting and my 
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model trains featured rather significantly.  Lindsay has made a business out of her quilting and thoroughly 

enjoys this extension of her hobby.  As for me, I would never again have a layout the same as the one I have 

finally built and am incredibly happy with.  In a flash, our lives irrevocably changed for, arguably, the worse. 

This brings me to the crux of this message.  I have often said in the past, we do not know what we have and 

what joy it brings to us until some hard point in life.  When Geoff passed away, I wrote in the chairman’s 

letter at the time how one should never put anything on hold, never have regrets.  I made it a personal 

saying.  Well – I failed myself, and put everything on hold.  I started out with great gusto to do some re-

wiring of my layout at the beginning of the Covid-19 lockdown and the rest is history.  Everything stopped 

on the layout. 

Model trains and EMRIG have long been a fantastic part of my life.  The last two weekends I have gone in to 

the club and just shot the breeze with exceptionally good friends.  And thoroughly enjoyed it! 

This is the last chairman’s report for 2020, and with Christmas and New Year coming up, I urge you to take 

stock of where you are in life and arguably count your blessings.  Yes, like for me, there may be many many 

challenges for you on a daily basis, but just evaluate and count your blessings. 

I would like to take this opportunity of wishing each and every one of you a Merry Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year.  May 2021 truly be all you want it to be, whatever that may be. 

Till the next time, look after yourselves and keep safe. 

Glynn 

Editor’s Postscript…  When we had our virtual committee meeting last week (while I was checking carefully 

in every nook and cranny at Mabalingwe in case the Mozambican Spitting Cobra had managed to get out 

from under the patio and was back to pay its respects), I told Glynn in very plain terms that I HAD to get his 

monthly report / message by LATEST Sunday night, so that I would be able to finalise the newsletter and get 

it out to our members on the 1st of December, in time BEFORE the Swap Meet.  Glynn duly did it, and 

emailed it to me while I was watching the Bahrain Grand Prix.  The Grand Prix had just been red-flagged 

because of the horrendous accident that had happened to Romain Grosjean.  (If his car had not been fitted 

with a “halo” device, he would surely have been decapitated as his car speared though the Armco barrier…)  

So I was already a bit traumatised from having seen the accident happen, and the replays, and the views of 

what little remained of his car (basically just the safety shell monocoque, fortunately with an intact halo), 

and the image of Romain appearing out of the flaming inferno (fortunately able to get out of the car on his 

own), staggering over what remained of the Armco to get away from the flames.  And I was also still a bit 

traumatised from nearly stepping on the cobra…  Point is – we just never know what might lie ahead for us… 

I paused the PVR, and read Glynn’s message (the one you have just read above), and could hardly believe 

what I was reading! I was shocked and saddened!  I had had no idea that that sort of emotional trauma was 

going on in Glynn’s life!  I was just happily and expectantly waiting to attend and enjoy our next Ops Session 

on his layout in January, unaware of why he had been repeatedly deferring Ops meets at his place for the 

past few months…  We’d been blissfully chatting and joking with the “happy” Glynn just last Wednesday…   

I sent Glynn a message saying that I was sure glad to read that he had changed his mind about leaving… 
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and he replied, sending me two pics of his wonderful layout that I love so much, assuring me that he is now 

working flat out to get the layout ready for the next Ops Session…  

 

 

Good on you, Glynn!  And I know that I would be speaking for others in the club too when I say that there 

are many of us who are very relieved to hear that you have taken the house off the market, and that you 

(and your layout!) will still be around for a while longer! 

But I’m saddened to know that you too were privately having to deal with all the anguish and trauma of 

contemplating an emigration move…  That’s far, far worse than only nearly stepping on a snake!! 
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Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Our December Swap Meet!!! 

Our December Swap Meet is happening!!!     Mark has been very busy with the arrangements, and at 

last count it appears that we have 55 tables booked!  Mervyn WILL be there!!!  

As usual, we will need all hands on deck to set out the tables and table cloths, and then also to assist the 

traders to carry in their wares (something for which we as a club are proudly respected – our willing help-

fulness!).  We need to meet at the Mall at 6:30 to set up, please guys!  And then your hands are also re-

quired to assist when we have to take everything apart and pack up at 12:00… 

Covid-19 protocols will need to be adhered to… and as Mark requested on the Whatsapp chatgroup, we 

actually need a large group of our members to do some “crowd control” for us during the Swap Meet itself, 

ensuring that members of the public do NOT crowd around the tables as is usually the case.  It will be im-

possible for us to control the numbers coming to attend the swap meet to buy stuff (we’re expecting a 

good-sized crowd, given how long ago we last hosted a Swap Meet), but we WILL need to control the num-

bers around the tables.  The tables will be spaced further apart than usual, and we are going to have to 

cordon off areas particularly around the more popular traders.  Glynn and Mark were going to look at the 

practicalities of doing that this past weekend.  This is where we will require club members to assist us – 

with limiting the numbers of people entering the cordoned-off sections.  Traders will be required to provide 

sanitizer at their tables, for members of the public to sanitize before handling potential purchases.  And of 

course – no mask: NO attendance!  We really don’t want to get ourselves the gastly reputation of having 

been a “superspreader of Corona-virus”!   The number of daily new cases of Covid-19 is unfortunately on 

the rise again, and so we need to take extra care!... 

Advance Notice – AGM 2021 Date! 

We have scheduled the 2021 AGM for Sunday 24th January, but subject to possible interference by Covid-19 

and government regulations…  Please make sure that you have diarized the date!  And think about who you 

would like to see serving on the committee for 2021!  Some (all!) of our existing committee members are 

overdue for stepping down…  So please consider offering YOUR services to the club, and offering to serve as 

a committee member…  How about it??  If you have someone in mind as a potential committee member, 

and wish to nominate him / her at the AGM, please speak to him / her about it beforehand, and gauge their 

willingness (or twist their arm!!) to serve.   

Your Trains as part of Your Estate… 

A friend of mine has recently bought up the entire layout and train room contents from a deceased estate, 

and is in the process of dismantling the layout and disposing of the structures, rolling stock, etc., and doing 

everything he can to assist the guy’s widow by turning the train room back into a saleable part of her home 

again.  As we sat around the tea table together, this inevitably brought up the discussion of “What will hap-
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pen to your trains when (and it’s not an “if” – it’s a “when”, guys!) you pass away, something that I ad-

dressed in an article I wrote for our February 2019 newsletter, after a good train friend had passed away 

(and since that time a few more of my train friends – even some of our own from this club – have  moved 

on to the big train room in the sky…).   

It reminded me that – despite my encouraging you all to plan ahead for that eventuality – nearly two years 

later I have not made a lot of progress in that regard myself!  So maybe, as one of our New Year resolu-

tions, we should each make a point to at least check or even revise our Last Will and Testament, and also 

make sure that our families know what our wishes / intentions / plans are for our beloved trains should it 

be our turn to unexpectedly kick the bucket next….   It’s a morbid topic, I know , but it’s something that 

we all should at least be thinking about. 

Christmas and New Year Greetings! 

… And from the morbidity of the previous topic, to something a little happier…  Glynn has had his oppor-

tunity above to wish you all a Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year.  From my side too, and also on 

behalf of the other committee members, here’s wishing you all a blessed Christmas, hopefully to be spent 

in the company of family and / or good friends.  If you’re going away over the holiday period, please travel 

safely, make sure your treasured trains are securely and safely stored while you’re away, have a good holi-

day, and then return refreshed and full of optimism for a 2021 that will hopefully be WAY better than 2020 

has been for many of us.    

Be safe out there, folks!  There are a lot of crazy people on the roads over the festive season, so it’s the 

right thing to do to take that little bit of EXTRA care, and drive defensively, and carefully. 

Club Communications Media (a regular monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library (in a blue 

file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent that you need to be notified about.  You 

need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list… 

 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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The Development of Railways – Worldwide Expansion Begins:  

1831 - 1850 

In World Atlas of Railways, by OS Nock, pages 14 – 15 

Editor’s Note: As explained previously, I have found it absolutely fascinating reading an out-of-print coffee-

table book called World Atlas of Railways, published in 1975, the first chapter of which provides a very 

simple basic history of railways – how things started and how they developed. I  realized while reading it 

that there was an awful lot that I didn’t know, and found to be particularly interesting…  and so, over the 

next few months, I’m providing you with bite-sized chunks of that history, typing out a couple of pages at a 

time, covering the early eras and phases of railway development.  I hope that you are finding it as 

fascinating as I have (assuming that you didn’t know it all already, of course! )…   

1831.  It was the opening and the instant subsequent success of the Liverpool and Manchester Railway 

and the immense prestige gained by George Stephenson, with locomotives, and by his son Robert, in the 

civil engineering, that prompted the building of railways in many parts of the world.  Though the Liverpool 

and Manchester was a relatively small project, even beside some of the railways engineered within the very 

next decade, the experience gained had been profound, particularly in surmounting the unexpected and 

severe difficulties of crossing Chat Moss, a desolate bog land, untouched and untraversed for centuries.  

There the problem had been to secure a stable foundation to carry the railway; tipping stones and gravel to 

form an embankment proved useless – the filling just slipped away.  The solution was found by building 

layers of brushwood and hurdles to form a core around and between which the orthodox filling could 

accumulate and bind. 

When it came to building the first line between Amsterdam and Rotterdam in the Netherlands, F W Conrad, 

the engineer, was faced with a similar problem to that on Chat Moss, except that it extended for the greater 

part of the entire route.  Practically the whole country to be traversed by the new railway lay below sea 

level, and was protected from complete inundation by the wonderful system of dykes, or embankments; 

and the ground was everywhere soft and spongy.  Conrad used the same technique as that of George 

Stephenson, except that in most places he had to use many more layers of hurdles and brushwood before 

he could get a reasonably firm foundation.  Conrad had the first section of his line, that from Amsterdam to 

Haarlem, opened in 1839. 

In 1834 Ludwig 1 of Bavaria gave his assent to the construction of the first railway to be built in any of the 

German states.  It was named after the king himself, the Ludwigsbahn, and ran from Nurnberg to Furth.  

This name set a fashion that has been followed ever since in countries where the language is German, or a 

dialect of it: simply bahn, “road”, without any qualification.  The opening date, by royal desire, had 

apparently been fixed long before the line was finished or even the equipment ordered.  A German 

manufacturer, asked to supply the first locomotive, could not meet the delivery date required, and so the 

order was placed with the Stephensons.  It was the first steam locomotive to run in Germany. 

1837.  In France railways had begun, as in England, with purely mineral lines in the St Etienne district, but 
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the first to be a public common carrier was that opened in 1837 between Paris and St Germain, a distance 

of 21kms (13 miles). From the outset it was intended to be steam worked, but the locomotives were not 

entirely reliable.  Like the Ludwigsbahn in Bavaria this line enjoyed royal patronage, and was formally 

opened by Queen Marie-Amelie.  The event was regarded more as a fashionable social occasion rather than 

the beginning of a new epoch in industrial development, and the venturesome action of the 55-year-old 

queen was looked upon with much disfavour.  The conservative outlook of the day regarded the line as 

something of a plaything. 

In the same year as the Paris-St Germain railway was opened came the first railway in Russia, again strongly 

influenced by British pioneer work, and again under royal patronage.  The Tsar of Russia had been to 

England and visited some of the colliery lines in the north, and, impressed with what he had seen, he 

readily granted a concession to a company formed to build a railway over the 24kms (15 miles) from St 

Petersburg to Pavlovsk, where a new entertainment centre had been set up.  The first locomotives were 

obtained from England, one from Robert Stephenson and one from Timothy Hackworth, and in the depths 

of winter they had to be landed at the nearest port on the Baltic that was open, and then taken by sledge 

across the ice.  The Tsar himself was present at the first steaming of the Hackworth locomotive in November 

1836, and the engine was put through a baptismal ceremony according to the rites of the Greek Orthodox 

Church. 

This first Russian railway was built to a rail gauge of 1,828mm (6ft), instead of that which was already 

becoming looked upon as something of a standard; but in England, in building the Great Western Railway, I 

K Brunel carried the question of gauge to a major confrontation by adopting no less than 2,123mm (7ft).  He 

felt that once the advantages of such a wide gauge, in its possibilities for speed, mass transportation of 

freight, and roominess of accommodation for passengers, had been demonstrated, all existing railways in 

Great Britain would be converted.  But it did not work out that way.  The Stephensons and their friends 

stood out firmly against any change, and the difficulties became so intense at places like Gloucester, where 

transfer from one gauge to the other had to be made, that a Royal Commission was set up, and in due 

course its recommendation went against the broad gauge of Brunel.  But for his broad gauge lines Brunel 

built some magnificent engineering works, notably the great tunnel under Box Hill in Wiltshire. 

1846.  Despite the difficulties that had arisen in England from a diversity of rail gauges, in North America 

many lines were built in the early days with different gauges both in Canada and in the USA.  In the latter, 

the situation was not finally resolved until after the end of the Civil War, when some lines in the southern 

states were converted to the European and North American standard of 1,435mm (4ft 8½ in).  Some of the 

most interesting and picturesque work in the early days of American railroading was not over 

disagreements about gauges, but in crossing the mountain ranges that lay between the eastern seaboard 

and the Ohio River.  The ranges of the Alleghenies and of the Appalachians have none of the rugged, 

desolate and forbidding character of the Rockies.  Indeed, to see them from the air, densely covered with 

hundreds of kilometers of continuous forest land, it is difficult to appreciate that they do form a natural 

barrier that posed many problems for the pioneer railway engineers. 

The Baltimore and Ohio, the first ever American railway, made its way beside the Potomac River to 

Cumberland, Maryland, amid a beautiful and often difficult terrain, and thence over the watershed to reach 

the Ohio River valley.  At first, however, the main range of the Allegheny Mountains was considered 
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impossible for a railway, and on the advice of William Strickland an extraordinary chain of communication 

was developed between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, and brought into service in 1832.  It was in some ways 

a primitive forerunner of the modern American “piggyback” principle, in that the whole journey was made 

in canal boats.  These were constructed in halves, and it was in halves that they were hauled on rail-borne 

trolleys over the first 132kms (82 miles) from Philadelphia to Columbia, along the Susquehanna River.  Then 

the two halves were joined, and proceeded by canal into the very heart of the mountains to Hollidaysburg.  

Then they were transferred once again to rail for cable haulage over the crest of the mountains, and down 

the far side to Johnstown.  After that they reverted to canal for the rest of the journey to Pittsburgh. 

It was a slow and cumbersome means of transit, and the all-rail route of the Baltimore and Ohio, although 

serving Pittsburgh directly, and only then by a roundabout route, was much quicker.  So in 1846 the 

Pennsylvania Railroad 

Company was formed, 

following for much of the 

distance from Pittsburgh 

to Philadelphia this older 

composite transport 

system.  But the crossing 

of the Alleghenies 

involved some 

spectacular engineering, 

especially in descending 

the eastern slopes by the 

great horseshoe curve 

below the Gallitzin 

summit, and it was not 

until 1852 that this great artery of modern railway traffic was first brought into use.  American 

developments further west came later. 

 

1850.   In the meantime the network in Great Britain was spreading rapidly.  By the year 1850 one could 

travel from London to Edinburgh by train, although the present direct line from Peterborough to Doncaster 

was not yet completed.  At first trains to the north travelled by Sleaford and Lincoln.  There was already a 

rival route to Scotland, up the west coast.  A great lengthwise merger in 1847 had produced the London and 

North West Railway, which with its allies the Lancaster and Carlisle, and the Caledonian, made up a 

continuous line from London to Glasgow, with a northern offshoot into Edinburgh.  The great central 

combination which produced the Midland Railway in 1844 had not yet secured an independent outlet to 

the south, and reached London by running powers over the Great Northern’s line into King’s Cross.   

 

Next Month: Opening up the West – USA Railway development 1851 - 1880 
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Harbour buildings kit-bash “how to” : Ship’s Chandler Shop 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

  
Editor’s Note: Once again we have the privilege of zooming in on a portion of Brian M’s layout, and finding 
out how he did it!  And again, his attention to all the finer detail is absolutely amazing!  Thank you, Brian M, 
for sharing this fantastic project with us!!  
 

When the Builders in Scale kit was released many years ago, I purchased it with the intention of adding a 

harbour to my layout someday.   The kit unfortunately was “lost” in one of our moves to other cities, but 

before it was “lost” I was able to make photocopies of the plans which I kept in a mailing tube. These are 

the ones that I used to make the buildings for my current project. 

Byline: since all of this article and the content listed hereunder, I was able to purchase the complete 

Tidewater Wharf kit locally, as well as the Builders in Scale: The Waterfront kit (so I have lots more 

building to do and can expand my waterfront…  ) 

 
 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/1.jpg
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These three buildings (card stock mock-ups) are what I am going to use in the harbour area.  First one 

(brown roof) is a shortened version for the Ship’s Chandler building, the second one (green roof) will be a 

sail maker, and the third (red roof) will be a small restaurant. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I used the photocopies as templates to make sure that the size and shapes are correct and appropriate for 
my layout before transferring to the wood. 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2.jpg
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https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/3a.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/3b.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/3a.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/3b.jpg
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From the above, they were transferred to Board and Batten siding.  I only used the wood on three sides of 

the building.  Because the back of it is up against the backdrop (wall), I used card stock for this back wall of 

the building.  It cannot be seen from any angle on the layout. 

This is where my magnetic corner right-way clamps (available from Walthers in the USA) came in handy 

to hold the building square along its bottom edge, and an elastic band held the top in place. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/4-2.jpg
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I added a wood foundation to the bottom to bring the building up to the right height to accommodate the 

loading dock which would surround it on three sides. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/5-2.jpg
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The windows and doors (from my “bits box” – left-overs from previous kits) were cut out and inserted in 

the appropriate places.  The roofs were cut from cardstock, and will be covered with different materials. 

 
 

 
 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/6a.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/6b.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/6a.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/6b.jpg
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A window box was made from card stock to fit inside the front of the building, to display the products sold 

in these premises.  The name of the shop owner is derived from my wife’s initials.  

 
It was then glued in position behind the window frame of the building, with clear acetate between the 

frame and the display box. 

 
 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/7-1.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/8-1.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/7-1.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/8-1.jpg
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The upper roof was covered with IBR sheets from Builders in Scale, cut to 8ft X 4ft scale, and stuck down 
with double-sided tape.  The double-sided tape works exceptionally well for sticking down metal to card 

stock material. 

 
The two lower roofs were covered with Campbell Scale corrugated iron sheets, also cut to scale 8ft X 4ft size.  
These were also stuck down onto the double-sided tape on the cardstock.   All the roofs were painted 

with an acrylic rust colour and, once dry, were coated with a rust-coloured powder. This powder is self-

adhesive and will not rub off with handling. 

 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/9.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/10.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/9.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/10.jpg


 

Page 17 of 42 

 

Next I added the three loading docks around the three sides of the building, stressed them and then 

weathered them, before adding the details. 

 
 

 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/11.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/12.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/11.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/12.jpg
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Again I added detail from my “bits box” to make the building look busy.  Figures and dogs were also added 

to give the human element – two old guys taking their dogs for a walk decided to do a bit of window 

shopping…  

 
 

Here the workers are knocking off and heading to the bar next door at Red Hook Wharf for a pint or two 

with their mates. 

 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/13.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/14a.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/13.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/14a.jpg


 

Page 19 of 42 

 

The poor guy at the door has to get all the stock inside the building before he can knock off and join his 

mates for a pint. 

 
 

The Ship’s Chandler is now all lit up for the night. I had put lights on the outside of the building for a change, 

as there is no detail inside other than a light above the inside of the display window.  The building is set 

back on the layout, therefor the interior cannot be easily seen.  Woody’s Boat Rental (down at water level) 
is still open, as old man Woody is waiting for the last rental to return, hopefully with a large catch of fish. 

 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/14b.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/15.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/14b.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/15.jpg
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A close up view of the Ship’s Chandler building from the Harbour Master’s office across the harbour… 

 
 

And another view of the other side taken from the boat repair yard, looking at the workers knocking off. 

 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/16.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/17.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/16.jpg
https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/17.jpg
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That’s all for now. The builders will be back on site next month to make a start on the Sail Maker 

building, pictured below. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

When I refer to my “bits box”, I actually have a few of them...  One is all the leftover bits and pieces from 

kits that I have built in the past which have either been kit-bashed, modified or made smaller or larger, 
and the left over pieces are all retained for possible future use.  

The others are where I keep all my casting collection, and when I feel like doing a small project, I look for a 

few castings to paint and weather to be ready for a future project.  This (see below) is only one of my 
“bits” boxes. 

https://modelrailwaylayoutsplans.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/18.jpg
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Brian – the HOn3 guy – Knysna  
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Kruger National Park’s Newest Luxury Hotel…                                    
Is in a Train on a Bridge! 

By Maggie Fuller Afar.com magazine Tips & News / Trains, Jul 2, 2020 

 

 

 

Kruger Shalati: The Train on the Bridge spans the Sabie River. 

Suspended over one of the most biodiverse rivers in South Africa, the elevated accommodation nods to the 
park’s history and will open later this year. 

We’ve swooned over truly elegant train accommodations, and we’ve delighted at decommissioned bridge 
houses turned into boutique hotels, but we’ve never seen anything like this. The new Kruger Shalati: The 
Train On The Bridge in South Africa is a luxury hotel built in a historic steam train stationed in the middle of 
the unused Selati Railway bridge.  

https://www.afar.com/travelers/maggie-fuller
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Courtesy of Kruger Shalati: The Train on the Bridge 

A walkway follows the entire length of the Selati Railway Bridge. 

 

The hotel, which sits near the Skukuza Camp within the borders of Kruger National Park, pays homage to 

local history.  The area was designated a national park in 1928, and at that time, the train that travelled 

along the Selati Railway line was one of the few ways to get there.  On some of the first official visits to the 

park, the train would stop overnight in the middle of the bridge to allow guests to enjoy the stunning views 

the next morning before they continued their journey deeper into the park.  The railway ran regularly 

through the 1960s and shut down for good in 1973.   

According to the hotel, “Shalati” was the name of a 19th-century female warrior chief who was one of the 

first women to rule the Tebula clan, part of the Tsonga tribe. 

But while history and place are both key to the new spot, don’t expect a themed train hotel with cramped 
compartments and kitschy retro touches.  Each of 12 carriages will be completely refurbished to include two 
large rooms with en suite bathrooms.  Floor-to-ceiling windows will provide far-reaching views of the Sabie 
River and the grasslands beyond, and the decor will incorporate the works of local artists as well as 
elements of modern, contemporary South African design.  
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Courtesy of Kruger Shalati: The Train on the Bridge 

The rooms at Kruger Shalati have floor-to-ceiling windows. 

 
In addition to the 24 carriage rooms, seven “bridge house” rooms, including a honeymoon suite and others 
that can be connected to form family suites, will be built on land adjacent to the bridge.  The train will also 
have a lounge car, and the mid-bridge blockhouse will support a pool deck that juts out over the river.  
 
The hotel is an ideal accommodation for wildlife lovers. Kruger National Park, one of South Africa’s largest 
game reserves, protects 147 mammal species, 508 bird species, and 114 kinds of reptiles.  Guests at Kruger 
Shalati can grab their cameras and binoculars and head out on two daily safari excursions in search of the 
“big five” (lions, leopards, rhinos, elephants, and Cape buffalo), or spot crocodiles and waterbirds from the 
walkway attached to the 984-foot-long bridge - the Sabie River below is one of the most biologically diverse 
rivers in South Africa.  The hotel worked closely with SANParks, South Africa’s national park organization, to 
minimize its impact on the surrounding environment.  
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Courtesy of Kruger Shalati: The Train on the Bridge 

The rooms at Kruger Shalati are far more spacious than traditional train compartments. 

 
Kruger Shalati is currently under construction.  The first carriage is in place, but restrictions imposed by the 
South African government to slow the spread of COVID-19 have curbed the hotel’s progress.  Judiet Barnes, 
Kruger Shalati’s general manager, tells AFAR that she hopes the hotel will begin boarding by December 2020.  
“We eagerly await when our borders in South Africa will reopen for international guests,” Barnes says.  The 
hotel is now offering provisional bookings for the period between December 2020 and March 2021 and 
hopes to confirm those reservations by the end of this July.  Given that it can take six months to a year to 
plan a safari, now is the perfect time to get started.  (Bear in mind that this article was written for their July 
edition, so dates and planning may have changed in the meantime, due to Covid-19 and Lockdown 
considerations.)  
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Running Trainz Virtually – 6: Healesville (Australia) 

By Brian Dawson 

The Healesville route, this one set in the period 1913 – 1920, is the second of the two Australian routes 

included in the Trainz: A New Era package that I purchased during Lockdown, as a means to at least run 

trains “virtually” seeing as I could not run my model trains at any of the train clubs that I belong to, due to 

our government’s Covid-19 lockdown regulations. 

Healesville is a real small town (not really small, but “real” as in genuine) in Victoria, about 35 miles to the 

northeast of the Melbourne CBD.  Back in 1915 it was however a really small town!  A railway line was built 

out from Melbourne in that direction, because people needed to get to Healesville (actually it was more 

about getting freight [timber, and especially milk and meat products] from Healesville to Melbourne), and 

the line got to Healesville in 1889 and stopped!  It was a dead end.  And still is!  (North and east of 

Healesville it becomes rather mountainous, and the line was not continued further inland.) 

The route from Melbourne passes through the towns of Mooroolbark (where do the Aussies get these 

names from? Previously we had Wallangarra, and this time we have the delightful-sounding Mooroolbark 

and Tarrawarra.  Oh yes, I know – they are of Aboriginal origin, 

and they were the First Nation, and all that…) and then Lilydale (a 

far more sizeable town), en route to Healesville.  The Trainz route 

picks up the line just outside (on the Melbourne side) of 

Mooroolbark, and runs on to Healesville.  That’s a distance of 

about 15 miles as the Aussie crow flies, and a bit over 20 miles by 

rail, seeing as the line first heads north as far as Yarra Glen (the 

great Yarra River is the one that enters the sea from the northeast 

at Melbourne), before swinging east and passing through 

Tarrawarra, and then has to cut its way through a bit of a shallow 

mountain range to get to Healesville.  There are some fairly 

substantial cuttings on either side of the watershed, and a historic 

tunnel under the top of the range (known as Tunnel Hill), that was 

excavated by hand (with the help of some explosives, of course), 

and completed in 1888.   

The 508 foot (154m) long brick-lined tunnel (sometimes called the Healesville Tunnel and at others the 

Tarrawarra Tunnel) is today considered to be of historical significance (according to the Victoria Heritage 

Database website) “as an important part of the Lilydale-Healesville Railway Line, which was extended to 

Healesville by 1889. The construction of the tunnel was a difficult engineering achievement in which the 

tunnel caved in twice and a number of navvies were killed or injured. The line gave a great boost to the 

towns of Healesville and Yarra Glen and to the district's timber and other industries, and brought an influx 

of tourists to the area. The tunnel continues to be a well-known local landmark with social significance for 

the Healesville community.”  The tunnel is situated about three kilometres west of Healesville. 

Another particularly interesting feature of the route is that, because of the proximity to the Yarra River, and 
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being built partially in its floodplain, there were apparently some 32 trestle bridges, and an extensive 

section of one and a half miles of track north of Yarra Glen was all built as a continuous viaduct on wooden 

trestles (made out of the ubiquitous Aussie gum trees) to keep the trains up out of the water.   

 

And because the state of Victoria has been settled and farmed for a lot longer than the area around 

Warwick and Wallangarra in Queensland, there are a lot fewer gum trees left, and there is far more open 

grassland grazed by sheep and cattle.  Don’t get me wrong – there are still plenty of gum trees to be seen!  

Just not as many as on the Wallangarra route! 

The Trainz route is set in the 1913 – 1920 era before the electrification of the line as far as Lilydale, in the 

period when Victorian Railways locomotives were painted Canadian Red or “WW1” Red.  VR operated 

regular steam-hauled suburban services as far as Lilydale, and a new expanded station and yard were 

constructed at Lilydale in 1913 in preparation for the electrification.  The line from Lilydale on to Healesville 

was never electrified.   

In the Trainz package, there are six sessions for this route.  These are known as the “Down” Healesville 

Mixed, the “Down” Excursion Train – Melbourne Cup Day (the Melbourne Cup is a big horse race, rather like 

the Durban July), and then there are the “Up” Mixed and Excursion Trains, and once again a Multiplayer 

Session, and the “Quick drive” freestyle session that is common to all the Trainz routes.  Now for some 

inexplicable reason, the “Down” route runs from Mooroolbark to Healesville, despite the fact that it is 

heading north and travelling uphill, whereas the “Up” routes head from Healesville towards Melbourne 

(which is at sea level!).  Perhaps that’s just another Aussie idiosyncrasy, a product of having to live “down 

under”?  Mooroolbark and Healesville both sit at an altitude of around 300’ above sea level, and Lilydale is 

at 320’, so it can’t have anything to do with the relative altitude of the two end towns… The altitude at 

Tunnel Hill is only around 400’. 

The “Mixed” sessions involve a combination of freight and passenger services, with stops at all stations 

(except for Tarrawarra) for shunting purposes.  The passenger coaches are picked up in Lilydale on the 
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“down” run (or dropped off there if you are travelling “up”, I guess), so the train is only “mixed” between 

Lilydale and Healesville.  And at each small station along the way there are freight wagons to be dropped off 

and / or collected and added to the train.   So there’s a fair amount of shunting to be done!  I was quite 

looking forward to this! 

Despite my previous disappointment with the Warwick – Wallangarra route, and having finished all the 

Midwestern Branch sessions, I decided to tackle Healesville.  The distance seemed to be much shorter than 

the Wallangarra route, and there seemed to be more shunting to do.   I thus decided to tackle the Down 

Healesville Mixed as my first session.   For these routes there is no indication given concerning duration or 

level of difficulty. 

The Pre-session blurb announced “you will be taking a “down” (Healesville bound) “mixed” train from 

Mooroolbark to Healesville using a Victorian Railways DD class 4-6-0 tender locomotive (seen below) in a 

very dirty Canadian Red livery, crossing a train at Lilydale.  You will be picking up and dropping off various 

wagons 

along the 

way, 

including 

shunting 

several 

wagons to 

and from the 

Cave Hill 

quarry, and 

then 

shunting the 

train at 

Healesville 

at the end.  

Your train is slightly overloaded to Lilydale, so watch your boiler pressure and your speed.  You will be 

running as a “goods” train to Lilydale, where you will pick up your passenger carriages before continuing to 

Healesville as a Mixed (both passenger and goods vehicles).” 

And then came a rather disappointing sentence – “All points are controlled for you, and all uncoupling will 

also be handled.  Navigation Points will guide you through the session, as well as messages and objectives 

to provide you with information throughout the session as necessary.  All timetables are provided via the 

objectives.”  The navigation markers are a standard feature of the Trainz sessions, so nothing new there, but 

here “they” (the programme!) are going to set all the points and do all the uncoupling…!  That’s the stuff 

that I was expecting to have to do for myself in a “freight” session!  And then there’s also a timetable to 

stick to, no doubt because of the passenger service… 
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The session starts on a downhill run about a mile outside of Mooroolbark (with an overloaded train 

consisting of 22 empty wagons of various types – stock wagons, gondolas used as ore carriers, a couple of 

“general goods” boxcars, and some timber-loading flatcars), so obviously I started off cautiously, not too 

sure how well the brakes work on this old train, and just how overloaded it is!  And the other thing is – it’s 

raining... and it rains pretty much all the way through the route…   

 

Nothing happens in Mooroolbark (pictured above) – there are no freight wagons on the single siding, and so 

one passes straight through on the main line, as the passengers stand waiting on the platform.  On we go  to 

Lilydale…. 

Between Mooroolbark and 

Lilydale there is a bit of 

elevation, particularly as you 

climb over the shoulder of 

Cave Hill (elevation there is 

about 450’ – so the grade 

was up to 3% at one stage) 

and then run down into 

Lilydale.  As you crest the top 

of the rise at Cave Hill you 

are warned that it’s downhill 

from here on in, and that 

there is a 10mph limit in the 

Yard at Lilydale.  And so 

obviously you slack off the 

speed and proceed with 
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some caution, not quite sure how far away Lilydale actually is.  You are then told there is a red light at the 

entrance to Lilydale (at which you “might have to stop”), before you can cross over to enter the yard.  There 

you uncouple from the rest of the train, and drop off the seven front wagons on an adjacent siding.  You 

then couple up to seven empty tarpaulin-

covered “I” wagons waiting in the yard, 

and then head back up the line (reversing 

up the 2,5% grade) to get to the Cave Hill 

Quarry which you passed on the way in to 

Lilydale, to drop off those wagons and pick 

up six loaded ones.  Stop and wait at the 

turnoff into the quarry once you get there, 

so that the guard can switch the points to 

enter the siding and the gate can be 

opened to allow you to enter…  

For each shunting move, it’s merely a 

matter of following the navigation markers.  You have to stop in exactly the right place (for this route you 

have to move right underneath the “stop loco here” marker, and not just when you get to it).  Then the 

points change of their own accord (there is a bit of a delay before this happens), and only then the next 

navigation marker appears, directing you to a new stopping position or a coupling-up spot.  And when 

uncoupling happens (once you have stopped in the right spot), again there is some delay but it just happens, 

and you have no idea that it’s happened until 

the next navigation marker tells you where to go 

to.  I found this all quite disappointing, and 

actually a bit irritating!  I wanted to be “in 

control”…   

A couple of times, before I had learnt to creep 

the extra few feet once I’d reached the “stop 

loco here” marker, I ended up backing up the 

wrong track, as the points had NOT been 

switched behind me, because I was still too 

close to them.  But once I was accustomed to 

the nuances of this particular route, it became a bit simplistic – just following the markers.  All I had to do 

was decide whether to go backwards or forwards, and when to start slowing down so that I didn’t crash into 

the rake of cars that I was to pick up.  All the thinking was being done for me!  I just needed to try to “keep 

to time”! 

While I was in Lilydale, waiting to leave to deliver my empties to the quarry, another train entered Lilydale 

up the same line I had used, but coming in “from elsewhere” off to the side, and the loco uncoupled from 

the passenger carriages, leaving them at the station platform.  It was these carriages that I then had to pick 

up, and take on with me to Healesville.    
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This “passenger train” was quite interesting in its composition!  The first thing that I noticed was that there 

was a small flatcar, with a “buggy” as its load – not a dune buggy, a horse buggy!  And then one of the 

smaller “carriages” looked a bit unusual, and when I checked its details (it is possible to check the details of 

every item of rolling stock on the Trainz routes by using “Control + right click” and then “View Details”) I 

found that this was actually a “horsebox”, with compartments (stalls) for three horses!  There were only the 

one other regular passenger carriage and a guard’s van making up the rest of the train.        

Anyway, due to the “learning curve” issues described above, unfamiliarity with the route, and my naturally 

cautious nature, I ended up leaving Lilydale 12 minutes behind schedule!!  And once you are behind on the 

schedule, there’s no catching up!  The stations on this route are too close together to be able to catch up 

that sort of backlog, and so you earn reduced points at each station, as you have arrived behind schedule 

and then also depart behind schedule!...  Eish!!! 

Coldstream – 14 minutes late! 

Yering – now 15 minutes late! 

So I tried running quicker, and was then promptly docked 5 points for speeding! 

Yarra Glen – … now 16 minutes late!!   This is frustrating!!!!!....  I was supposed to arrive at Healesville at 

15:02, and here I was only leaving Yarra Glen at 15:02! 

At each of these stations there was a bit of shunting to do, not a lot, just enough to provide some interest, 

but still all “controlled” for you, so that all you do is follow the navigation markers and go where they tell 

you to.  

There are quite a few “cute” “old” scenarios and elements on this layout.  In Healesville, there is a 

stagecoach waiting behind the station for passengers, as well as a couple of horse-drawn wagons waiting at 

the freight shed and horses tied up at a hitching post (they don’t move at all).  On arrival at station 

platforms, there are passengers standing around waiting.  As the train draws to a stop, the carriage doors 

open, one has to imagine the passengers moving in and out, and then the doors close, and the people are 
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no longer standing on the platform.  And at the coaling station between the turntable and the engine shed 

in Healesville, when you stop in the correct position next to the water standpipe, the water spout swivels 

around, the hatch on the tender’s water tank opens, and water pours out the spout and into the tender.  

And when you move forward to the elevated coal bunker, 

a little guy with a spade appears and starts shovelling coal 

into the tender.  

The tender fills with coal, and the amount of coal in the 

bunker visibly depletes (unrealistically quickly, but it 

happens!).  When passing Lilydale there is even an 

animated lady hanging up her washing on the line in her 

backyard, in the rain! 

At the end of this session, which had kept me busy for 3½ 

hours, with me having run about 20 minutes over time, I 

received just two stars, and 1290 points.   And the end of 

run comment was “Nice job.  But there is room for 

improvement!”   

After my slight disappointment with the “Mixed” train, I 

decided to run the Down Excursion Train, following the 

same route (Mooroolbark to Healesville), seeing that I now have an understanding of the route, the 

geography, and what is expected in these sessions, and what sort of speeds I needed to maintain.  I wanted 

to see if it would be possible to keep to the timetable if I didn’t have to do the shunting… maybe it’s my 

shunting skills that are letting me down…? 

But the passenger trip delivered the same end result!  I at least got into Lilydale on time, and earned full 

points, and was ready and waiting to leave on time.  But it just went downhill from there on!  You’re not 

allowed to leave the station until receiving the green flag from the guard.  And the green flag was shown a 

full minute and a half AFTER the scheduled departure time!  So already I had to try and make up time, but 

couldn’t.  I got to Coldstream (not very far up the track) late, and only earned half points.  I was determined 

to make up time!  I was travelling at 46mph in what was showing as a 50mph zone, and was suddenly 

docked points “for speeding”!  So I dropped back below 40mph, and the system was happy.  Then once 

again, between Yering and Yarra Glen, I was doing 47mph in a 50 zone, and received the same message!  

Points docked again, twice this time!   

So I arrived in Healesville late once again.  This had taken me about an hour and 5 minutes.  Once in 

Healesville, having first dropped off the passengers at the platform, I had to uncouple from the train, run 

around it, recouple at the rear, and then park the train on another track before heading to the engine shed.  

As soon as the “system” uncoupled my loco from the rest of the train, I moved forward to start the run-

around.  Points docked again!  I had not waited for the guard to show the green flag (even though the train 

was uncoupled and the points were set correctly).  After parking the train, turning the loco on the turntable, 

filling up the tender with water and coal, and parking the loco in the engine shed, that was the end of the 

session.  Once again, only two stars, but this time 1310 points!  And I received the same comment –  “Nice 

job.  But there is room for improvement!”  Yeah, right!!!        
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A couple of days later, I decided to swallow my pride, and attempt the “Up” Healesville Mixed session, 

running the freight (and passengers) from Healesville down to Lilydale this time, and the freight then on to 

Mooroolbark. 

It transpired that this session was to run in the dark, leaving Healesville at 19h30 after having first spent half 

an hour assembling the train, and waiting for passengers to board.  It was also raining…  In these dark and 

rainy sessions, it is basically impossible to see what is happening around you when you have zoomed out, 

where the back of the train is, etc.  Yes, you’re just expected to follow the navigation markers, but once 

again I ended up wasting time by recoupling to the train I had just uncoupled from, as the points had not 

changed behind me when I was supposed to go and collect another waiting freight wagon on an adjacent 

siding in Yarra Glen.  After a couple of such incidents (and getting further and further behind on time on 

each occasion) I decided that I was not going to proceed with this frustrating exercise, just to earn at most 

two stars if I completed it, and so I abandoned the session.  I don’t think I’ll be bothered to go back and 

have another try!.. 

I hadn’t (and still haven’t) run the “Quick Drive” session on this Healesville route, where I would have had 

the opportunity to explore the route at my own pace, placing wagons on the route wherever I wanted to, 

and picking up and dropping off freight as I see fit, running to my own timetable, and changing the points 

where I need them changed.  Not having to constantly obey navigation markers!  Perhaps I should actually 

now run this session, and get to enjoy the beauty of the route without having the frustrations!  I won’t get 

to earn any stars towards my “promotion”, but who cares!  At least I’d be happy!!     

 So once again, unfortunately, I found myself a tad disappointed with another Aussie route here on Trainz.  

Don’t get me wrong – I really like Australia, and Australians (with the exception perhaps of their rugby 

players and cricketers!!)!  I love the landscapes, and the Aussie lifestyle – in fact, I very nearly emigrated 

there in 1989…  This disappointment has purely to do with the design of the Trainz sessions.  With the 

Wallangarra route, at least I could do my own switching, had control over where my train was going, and 

could see what I was doing.  But the route was just too long – with miles and miles of gum tree scenery and 

very little happening.  Here with Healesville, the route length was more appropriate, with stopping and 

shunting taking place frequently enough to make things nice and interesting… but the disappointment was 

in having all the control taken away from me, and just having to blindly follow the navigation markers, with 

no thinking involved at all.  And then trying to stick to what I believe was an unrealistic timetable, with 

absolutely no opportunity to rectify the situation once you get behind, just added to the frustration.  And 

then having to run in the dark, in the rain, not being able to see where you are going and what to do where, 

AND having the technical issues with navigation markers not always in the right place, was the cherry on the 

top!  That was what caused me to just abandon one of the routes, which I have no inclination at all to 

continue with… 

But once again – the saving grace for this route was my discovery that the Aussies are doing everything they 

can (all done with volunteer assistance) to resurrect and preserve an historic old rail route!   

When I looked on Google Earth to confirm that the Trainz route was geographically accurate (which it is!) it 

was very evident that trains no longer ran from Lilydale to Healesville.  The end of the line out of Melbourne 

is now Lilydale (probably, along with Mooroolbark, effectively now a residential “suburb” of Melbourne)!  

There are no tracks for much of the route north of Lilydale, at least all the way up to Yarra Glen.  The 
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position of the old alignment can easily be seen, due to the embankments and cuttings and remnants of the 

civils works.  The old wooden trestle viaduct is long gone… and when I looked at Healesville Station, there 

seemed to be no evidence of train activity any more.  The station buildings are still there, and there are 

tracks evident on the ground, but no trains… 

I Googled Healesville, to see what info I could find out about it, and one of the websites that came up in the 

search was that for Yarra Valley Railways!  I had heard somewhere, previously, about the Yarra Valley 

Railway!  Don’t know when… maybe I just read about it somewhere, or it was during my visit to Melbourne 

in 2007… 

Yes, most of the original line was closed down in 1980 (so it was in operation for nearly a hundred years!).  

The last regular steam passenger service was hauled in August, 1964.  From this time until closure of the 

line in 1980 passenger services were run using Rail Motors, initially with Walker railmotors, but due to 

degrading track quality the Walkers were replaced by Diesel Electric Railmotors (DERMS) from 1978 

onwards.  After 9 December 1980 no services from Lilydale operated beyond Coldstream, and then the 

Lilydale-Coldstream section of the line was officially closed to all traffic on 10 March 1983.  But in 1984 the 

Healesville Railway Cooperative was established to reopen the line, and in 1985 was granted an 'Order In 

Council' for this section by the Victorian State Government to operate the line as a tourist railway.  It was 

partially reopened as far as Yarra Glen for tourist charter services in 1986 following major bridgework.  

However, these services ceased by 1990 when the Healesville Railway Cooperative merged with the Yarra 

Valley Tourist Railway, who began running trolley services on the Healesville-Yarra Glen section.   

So that portion of the route can still be travelled (through the historic old tunnel), in a Rail Motor, although 

since March 2020 the service has been shut down because of Covid-19.  Again, the Yarra Valley Tourist 

Railway is a volunteer group which has for the past few years been putting a lot of time, effort, and (no 

doubt) cash, in order to get and keep the historic railway line functioning.  The route was initially opened 

just as far as the tunnel entrance, then once the track through the tunnel had been replaced it was open as 

far as Tarrawarra (where there is apparently a fine wine estate!), and from there on down to Yarra Glen.   
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They hope to be able to run steam trains there again too one day, like they did in the old days…  Hats off to 

the Aussies for their efforts in preserving some interesting and attractive old historic railways!!  
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Whose Layout Is This???  

(Answer to be provided in our next edition) 
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Answer to the November edition question…:  The November pics were (I think quite obviously!) of the 
setting up of our own (EMRIG!) layout in Shop 23 at Northmead Mall, on 16th December 2015!  Prior to that 
we had been in “Paddington Station” (the old Paddington’s stationery shop), and then in storage for a few 
months…  And finally, on the 16th, we were able to start moving into Shop 23, with all that space!... not 
knowing that it would start to disintegrate and leak around (above) us over the next couple of years… And 
so we carried stuff across from the storeroom.  ColinTT had drawn up a plan for the proposed new layout, 
and we set the modules out on the floor in the approximate positions that they would occupy, and started 
putting in the legs and bolting module sets together…  Seems like that was forever ago….!! 
 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By ……………… 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 
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 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 2020 November Jean Dulez 

Jean didn’t nominate anyone, and I didn’t think to remind him to do so, in time to get an article…. 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we normally include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month 

for the respective newsletter published.  But below is the revised 2020 Duty Roster as re-scheduled till the 

end of December 2020, with Lockdown now having effectively been lifted and us currently being able to 

meet again, but obviously with everything still subject to the government’s LOCKDOWN regulations and 
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protocols, and potentially subject to further review, and change at short notice.   

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone.  

Entries in Bold italics indicate a change from the original schedule.  

  Date Name   Date Name 

4   1 Wed 2-12 Clive S 

1 Sat 5-12 Johan dV 2 Wed 9-12 Colin A 

2 Sat 12-12 William vdB 3 Wed 16-12 ??? 

3 Sat 19-12 Theuns W 4 Wed 23-12 Brian D 

4 Sat 26-12 Glynn C 5 Wed 30-12 Jan K 

1 Sat 2-1  1 Wed 6-1  

2 Sat 9-1  2 Wed 13-1  

3 Sat 16-1 
 

3 Wed 20-1  

4 Sat 23-1  4 Wed 27-1  

5 Sat 30-1  1 Wed 3-2  

1 Sat 6-2  2 Wed 10-2  

2 Sat 13-2  3 Wed 17-2 
 

3 Sat 20-2  4 Wed 24-2  

4 Sat 27-2     

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (be careful with the one 

closest to the window[ left-hand switch powering the IR], as the right-hand switch powers the Security 

Gate lock!!!).  

Mark, as our Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that 

need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, 

and then let Mark know what you have arranged.  
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Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Lockdown continues, but now at Alert Level 1……. 

 Layout visits are cancelled until the new year 

 Saturday 5th December, EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead Mall!! 

 Sunday 24th January, 2021 EMRIG AGM (to be confirmed) – but save the date meanwhile! 

 The Great Model Train Expo at Florida Hoerskool  HAS BEEN POSTPONED TO 2021 

2020 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – …………………… (position vacant, very sadly)   (Volunteer needed!… or maybe not?)  

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2020 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT, IF 
YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID; THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN PAID BEFORE THE END OF 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za
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MARCH, PLEASE. 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2020 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
THEY ARE BEING KEPT AT R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, AND R600,00 FOR 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.  BUT (AND ONLY IF YOU WERE A PAID UP MEMBER IN GOOD 
STANDING IN 2019) THERE IS A DISCOUNT OF 50% APPLICABLE ON THE ABOVE! 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

AND PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND 
NOT “EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE ANONYMOUS (UNIDENTIFIABLE!!) MEMBER DID THIS 
PAST YEAR… AND AGAIN THIS YEAR!!!!     


