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Chairman’s Message – October 2020 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello fellow Emrig’ers 

I hope this newsletter finds you all well.  Can you believe that we are less than three months away from 

Christmas?  Where has this year gone?   

Well, after the opening of the club it looks like everyone is back in the swing of things. Our Saturday 

meetings seem to be well attended, and I imagine they would be after our “starvation” period. 

What has been awesome for me after the passing of Colin, who looked after the layout for all of us, various 

folk have stood up and assisted with various repairs and / or maintenance that Colin would normally have 

looked after.  A couple of Saturdays ago, we had an impromptu maintenance day in order to sort out some 

nagging issues.  I was simply amazed at the participation and help from various members. The club has 

many folk with various skills from wiring, DCC and scenery.  We all have specialisations, should I say, in 

certain areas as well as the jacks of all trades, master of none, LOL. 
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So where this is leading, and possibly to be discussed at our AGM next year – do we need a layout manager? 

The layout manager always seems to be a contentious point, and he can often be left with too much on his 

plate. We have many folk who specialise in different fields as detailed above. One will hope that, as and 

when we have issues, they each step up to the plate and assist in any small way possible to repair that issue, 

like what happened 2 weeks ago.  And I am not only hinting at the guys that assisted on that day, but at all 

of you.  Is there a module you think needs sprucing up in the way of scenery? Let someone in the 

committee know, and I am sure we will be only too pleased to have someone do the work.  Or if you 

discover an electrical issue nagging the layout, and you may be able to repair it, put your hand up and let us 

know about it. 

Only request – if you do do some major work on the layout, just let the committee know.  Then if something 

goes wrong in that area, we know what to look for. 

Work that was carried out on the day was mainly to sort out the power drop on the back end of the layout. 

This was done by fitting a booster, but necessitated moving boosters and power packs around.  Everything 

has now been sorted, and all layouts are back in operation. 

On a last note, the committee is planning a swap meet at the end of the year.  In discussions with various 

persons, it looks like it will be Saturday the 5th of December.  Cross fingers and let’s hope Covid does not 

stick its head in the way. 

Look after yourselves and keep safe. 

Happy railroading. 

Glynn Chamberlain 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

The Club Is Open!!     (but still subject to Covid-19 protocols…) 

It’s SO good to see the club open and guys running trains again (or even just sitting or standing around 

chatting to other members again!), and sometimes even some WORK happening!!!   On Wednesday 23rd 

there were seven of us there (admittedly not all running trains), and on the previous Saturday there were 

six guys again.    

Although we have moved to Alert Level 1 since re-opening, we are (at least for now) maintaining the Covid-

19 protocols that we instituted, and so numbers will still be limited to eight members on our premises at 

any one time (within our four rooms), with a maximum of four operators within the main DCC layout area 

at any one time, and no members of the public or other visitors to be allowed in the premises.   

Members are required to “sanitize” on arrival, have their temperature taken and recorded, and (truthfully, 

please!) complete the register that we are obliged to maintain (for all persons who enter the premises, 
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whether running trains or not).  The Keyman on duty remains responsible for taking temperatures, and en-

suring that everyone completes the register. 

Not everyone feels the need to wear a mask while at the club, and so long as you are perfectly healthy and 

not coughing and sneezing that is okay (it’s not a public space, when the security gate is locked!), so long as 

we maintain our “social distance”.  But if you feel more comfortable wearing your mask, please feel free to 

do so!  No-one will stigmatize you, or think you are being odd!  It just shows that you are being extra care-

ful with your own health, which at our (averaged!!!) age is probably not a bad thing!  

Key Duty Roster and Changes During Covid-19 Lockdown Alert Level 1  

Mark has revised the current Key Duty Roster, which was emailed to members in the Google mailing-group 

that Glynn set up for the club (so if you didn’t receive it, you’re obviously not yet included in that group, 

and should request to be added, as this is now our routine emailing modus operandi!).  Clive Sheppard has 

since offered to do Wednesday duties (on the first Wed of the month), so the roster will be revised again to 

reflect that additional change, and a new roster put up on the club noticeboard.  

We still have a Wednesday (3rd Wed of the month) with no Key-duty person allocated (so long as Dave stays 

on in the Cape), so it would be best to check on the Whatsapp group that someone will be at the club and 

opening up, if you are not a key-holder and are intending to come through.  Meanwhile, Mark is still doing 

his own as well as ColinTT’s Saturday duties…   

New Key-duty Members? 

We’ve had just the one volunteer step up to the plate!  Clive Sheppard (chairman of RMRC in Observatory), 

who used to do Wednesday Key Duties a while back, offered to assist again on the first Wednesday of the 

month, taking over the duties that Colin TT had taken over from Kallie.  Many thanks, Clive!! 

But we could still do with a few additional Key-duty personnel!   It would be good to have some extra ca-

pacity, particularly for Saturdays (to give Mark a break!?), and for when existing members are unavailable.  

So please consider volunteering your services if you are prepared to take on this responsibility.  The neces-

sary training will be provided, and you would double-up with an experienced Key-duty guy for the first cou-

ple of duties…   

Layout Manager Vacancy 

We’re delighted to announce that there was a long QUEUE of members lining up to offer their services as 

Layout Manager, following our request last month for someone to “Volunteer” to take over that position!!  

JUST JOKING, OF COURSE!!  We knew that would never ever happen!  At this stage we will continue with-

out an appointed Layout Manager, with Glynn coordinating whatever needs to be done, and “co-opting” 

certain members onto an ad hoc task team to assist as and when necessary.  We intend to hold TWO 

Maintenance Workshops between now and year end (24th October and 28th November), where layout 

maintenance issues will be addressed.    

Glynn organised such a “task team” this past Saturday (26th), when they put in a Digitrax booster at the So-

weto Halt module, to improve power and address the power drop that sometimes occurred through the 
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section of the layout between the lift bridge and the golf course module.  They also sorted out a problem 

with one of Colin’s modules where a plug had come loose and some of the switches and lights weren’t 

working, and a replacement CDU (made up for us by Niel) was inserted at Colin’s station, so that the points 

now “click over” nicely!  And Mark fixed the bit of ceiling that was starting to sag!!  Well done, team!!!  

Many thanks to all those who assisted! 

Layout Visits 2020 

After careful consideration, we have decided not to try and rush back to having a Layout Visit or two this 

year.  Rather, we have deferred the intended visits until next year, when we hope and expect that there will 

be a higher level of participation.  There may currently be members who would LOVE to attend the visit, 

but feel that doing so might compromise their health, and thus would lose out on the opportunity.  And 

conversely, having a large group of us visiting someone’s layout could potentially put that host at risk… so 

let’s rather leave it until this Covid-19 thing has quietened down even further…    

Possible December Swap Meet??? 

At this stage we are hoping (and starting to put planning in place) to host our December Swap Meet…  Ob-

viously whether this happens will depend on Covid-19 and Alert Levels and regulations closer to the time.  

Meanwhile, we are in discussion with the Mall Management and with our regular traders.   

But IF we are able to host it, the date will change, from the previously scheduled 12th December, to Satur-

day – 5th December!  Mervyn is apparently not available for the 12th (what would a Swap Meet be without 

Mervyn???) and nor is Mark (our chief organiser!), and PMTC have already indicated that they will not be 

holding their Pretoria Swap Meet which was scheduled for the 5th…  So watch this space (and the club 

Whatsapp group) for updates!......   

Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library (in a blue 

file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent that you need to be notified about.  You 

need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list… 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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The Development of Railways – Horse Trains and Iron Rails: 

1700 - 1824 

In World Atlas of Railways, by OS Nock, pages 10 – 11 

Editor’s Note: As explained last month, I have found it absolutely fascinating reading an out-of-print coffee-

table book called World Atlas of Railways, published in 1975, the first chapter of which provides a very 

simple basic history of railways – how things started and how they developed. I  realized while reading it 

that there was an awful lot that I didn’t know, and found to be particularly interesting…  and so, over the 

next few months, I’ll be providing you with bite-sized chunks of that history, typing out a couple of pages at 

a time, covering the early eras and phases of railway development.  I hope that you are finding it as 

fascinating as I have (assuming that you didn’t know it all already, of course! )…   

1700.  The origin of railways for exclusive use of vehicles with flanged wheels can be traced back to mining 

practice in medieval Germany; but the development of railways as a public means of transport took place 

entirely in Great Britain.  In using the word public, however, and applying it to the conveyance of goods and 

minerals, activity has been recorded in both the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  The influence of this 

development is evident from reference to similar work in the Ruhr coalfields of Germany as an Englischer 

Kohlenweg.  The rails were of wood, and laid exactly straight, and towards the end of the seventeenth 

century one reads that bulky carts were made with four so-called “rowlets” fitting the rails.  These rowlets 

were taken to imply some form of flanged wheel, because it was claimed that their use made haulage so 

easy that one horse could draw four or five of these “bulky carts” laden with coal.  No less celebrated a 

writer than Daniel Defoe told of coals being loaded “into a great machine called a Waggon (sic)”, and run on 

an “artificial road” called a “waggon-way”.    

1726.  Early in the eighteenth century mining interests in northeastern England led to the great 

combination known as the “Grand Allies”, consisting of three hitherto independent groups of colliery 

owners.  These were the Liddel family of Ravensworth; the Montague family and Thomas Ord, of Newcastle; 

and George Bowes.  In 1726 they made an agreement to bring their interests together, and the arrangement 

concluded involved also the linking up of some of their collieries by wagon-ways to rationalize movement.  

The result was a remarkable development, including the construction of what was termed a “main line” 

from the River Tyne where the coals were shipped, for a distance of 13 km (8 miles) inland.  Traffic was so 

heavy that the “main line” was laid with a double track so that loaded and empty “trains” would not 

interfere with one another.   

The country through which the lines of the Grand Allies ran is hilly, and some engineering works of 

considerable magnitude were undertaken to provide an even gradient.  There was an embankment at 

Tanfield 30m (100 ft) high, and having a transverse width of 91m (300 ft) at the base; but perhaps the most 

historic feature was the Causey Arch – the first bridge ever constructed for the exclusive purpose of carrying 

a railway.  It was a single arch stone bridge built in 1727, having a span of 31m (103 ft) and 7m (22 ft) wide, 

to carry two tracks of 1,219mm (4 ft) gauge, side by side. 

Because these railways ran from inland regions to the banks of a navigable river it was possible to arrange 
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the routes on a slightly falling gradient, so as to make the task of a horse easier when pulling loaded wagons.  

There was, however, then considered the need to keep the load horizontal when descending a gradient, and 

to do this the quaint expedient was adopted of making the leading wheels of the wagon of larger diameter 

than the trailing ones.  Furthermore, in some wagons the leading wheels were spoked while the trailing 

ones were of solid wood.  Flanges 2,5cm (1 in) or 4cm (1,5 in) deep were fixed to the inner faces of the 

wheels to provide an appropriate guiding effect.  The wagons used in Durham and Northumberland had a 

primitive form of lever brake acting upon the rear pair of wheels.  On the rail tracks running down to the 

rivers Tyne and Wear there was usually one horse to a wagon.  Trains of wagons were not run. 

There were places where the direction of the line had to be changed fairly abruptly, and because of the 

additional haulage effort that would have been necessary in pulling loaded wagons round a sharp curve, 

turntables were adopted, consisting of circular tables that swivelled around a central vertical axis.  These 

were the exact prototype of turntables that came to be used in countless British passenger stations for 

transferring the small four-wheeled carriages of the mid-nineteenth century from one track to another. 

On the early colliery wagon-ways there were places where the loaded wagons would run by gravity.  There 

the man in charge of the horse would transfer from front to rear, hitch a ride on the wagon, controlling the 

speed with the hand brake, while the horsed ran behind.  At a later date, in localities where horses pulled a 

train of three or more wagons, a special “dandy car” was provided for the horse to ride in, while at the 

same time the train was running downhill by gravity.  

1750.  An important development in the 1750s was the substitution of iron rails for the wooden ones.  

Although there were other early and experimental uses of iron rails, one of the most important was that 

made on the wagon-ways of the Coalbrookdale Ironworks in Shropshire.  These tracks were originally laid 

with fine oaken rails, but then, not only to improve their wearing quality, but also to use the products of 

their own furnaces, they covered the surfaces of the rails with cast iron.  It is recorded that in the years 

1768 to 1771 some 800 tonnes of cast iron rails were produced at Coalbrookdale.  A contemporary 

development in the Sheffield area made use of iron plate rails with flanges on both sides.  This enabled 

wagons with unflanged wheels to be used.  It seems that the intention was to use wagons that were 

sometimes hauled along rail tracks, and at others on ordinary road or dirt tracks, and arrangements were 

made at certain places where the transfer from one to the other could be made.  These plateways, as they 

were called, became very popular in South Wales. 

1789.  The true turning-point in the early development of railway track was the invention, in 1789, of 

William Jessop’s edge-rail, which was cast in 914mm (3 ft) lengths.  It was a beautifully conceived design to 

scientific principles; at the ends the base was flat where it rested on the track support, while in between the 

web portion below was deepened gradually to provide strength exactly in proportion with the distribution 

of stress caused by a load rolling along the upper surface.  Instead of wooden cross sleepers, the ends were 

supported on massive stone blocks sunk into the ground.  Although so carefully and so correctly designed 

on theoretical grounds, Jessop’s rail was inconvenient in that it could be manufactured only in short lengths, 

and in Scotland, about the end of the eighteenth century, the first steps were taken towards the 

manufacture of wrought iron rails, that could be rolled in much longer lengths.  But many manufacturing 

difficulties had yet to be overcome, and the rails that supported the earliest experiments with steam 

locomotives in northeastern England were mostly manufactured in local foundries from cast iron, and were 
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in short lengths. 

While the edge-rail first patented by Jessop was ideal for hauling short trains of coal wagons by horse, the 

adventures of Trevithick with his first locomotive (reconstruction on plateway illustrated below) on the 

Pennydarren plateway suggested to other pioneers that contact between a smooth wheel and a smooth rail 

would not give sufficient grip to 

enable a locomotive to haul a heavy 

load.  On the Middleton colliery 

railway, near Leeds, a form of rail 

with projecting teeth at the side was 

installed to carry locomotives with a 

toothed wheel.  The weight of the 

locomotive was taken on the head 

of the rail as in Jessop’s 

arrangement, but the engagement 

of tooth with tooth prevented any 

slipping due to lack of adhesion on 

the rail surface.  This ingenious 

design, by John Blenkinsop in 1812, was however expensive to make, and was suitable only for slow-moving 

trains.  Of course at that time there was not yet any thought of speed on railways, and it was soon to be 

shown that this toothed wheel device was not necessary for heavy load haulage.  It was, however, a fine 

example of contemporary inventiveness. 

 

1813.  In 1813 at Wylam Colliery, Northumberland, William Hedley produced the first locomotive to work 

satisfactorily on a smooth rail, the Puffing Billy.  At that time, George Stephenson was enginewright at the 

neighbouring colliery of Killingworth, and in 1814 he built his first locomotive.  But Stephenson was far 

more than a clever engine mechanic, and he had the vision of a nationwide railway system. 

One thing that was causing endless trouble to these early pioneers was the track.  Jessop’s edge-rail was 

excellent in theory, but in practice there were many difficulties.  The joints between successive sections of 

rail, whether resting on stone blocks or transverse baulks of timber, became uneven; the stone blocks sank 

into the ground, some deeper than others.  Therefore Stephenson, with his friend William Losh, patented a 

method of jointing the rails, by means of a scarfed, or overlapping joint, whereby the ends of adjacent rails 

were secured together.  This was patented in 1816, and solved the problem, so far as slow-running colliery 

railways were concerned.  Then in 1820, at the Bedlington Ironworks, Northumberland, John Birkinshaw 

produced the first really successful wrought iron rail, rolled through a mill to the required shape.  This rail 

was not only much stronger, and less liable to fracture than cast iron lengths, but it could be made much 

longer – namely 5,5m (18 ft).  Although Stephenson himself had a patent for another type of rail, he 

specified Birkinshaw’s for the Stockton and Darlington railway in 1825.         

Next Month: Steam wins the day – Railway development 1825 - 1830 
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Extended Harbour on the Lower Level 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

  
Editor’s Note: And again 

as promised, here is 

another article from Brian 

Messenger in Knysna!  

This is what got me 

particularly interested, 

and started me asking 

questions about BrianM, 

and whether we could 

feature any of his work in 

our newsletter…  Johnny 

Everitt posted some 

nighttime pics that 

BrianM had sent him, of 

this portion of his layout, 

and I was seriously 

impressed!!   

Once again, look at the 

AMAZING detail 

particularly of his 

structures (bearing in 

mind that the layout, and 

especially the trackwork, 

is still a work in progress), 

as reflected in these 

photos!!  Next month we 

can look forward to yet 

another article featuring 

another different area of 

BrianM’s layout….  

 
On the track plan (in my mind) I envisaged a waterfront right around the three sides of the lower level of 
the layout, seeing that I like waterfronts so much.  It would be called Pelican Bay, and is mainly for small 
freighters and fishing boats.  The pic above shows the start of the planning stage (to provide context, but 
focusing on the building in the centre distance on the right) and what I had in mind.  I would be utilizing 
buildings from my old Cape Town layout, which were built about 7 to 8 years ago. 
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Here’s the area I’m focusing on in this article… 
 

 
 
 
Here (shown below) I used a wall section from my old layout, which gave the shape that I needed. 
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Before placement, I had to paint the grey wall to look like this, a random stone sea wall. 
 

 
 
 
I used the wall and buildings to mark out where the base had to be cut. 
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Here the required portion of the base has been cut away, the wall is in place, and the buildings placed in 
position, making sure there was enough room for the boats to dock or pass. 
 

 
 
 
 
Below, the continuation of the bay around the corner, to the freight terminal building, is illustrated.  In the 
photos, one can see a lot of cardboard mock-ups of the buildings I planned to use.  This then gives me an 
idea of the space required, and whether to do any modifications before I scratch-build them. 
 
The waterfront will continue on the right of the photo below, around to the next section of the layout.  
 As said above, I like waterfronts a lot, and have a lot of kits and buildings that all belong on a waterfront. 
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Here it is all coming together, with the base now painted the right colour, Podge being painted on in a thin 
layer to get the right feel before pouring on the WS realistic water.  As I have said many times before, I only 
use WS water, as I have always had great success with it in the past. (WS = Woodland Scenics) 
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And now two views of the final layout of Pelican Bay, with the waterfront lights placed… 
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A few night shots of Pelican Bay are now provided below.  As said before, all the buildings on my layout 
have full interior and lights.  Below are two views over the harbour looking towards Pelican Bay. The 
lighthouse can be seen at right. 
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Daytime… 
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Nighttime… 
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The building below was designed using a Campbell Scale Sheriff’s Office kit (which I used as templates) to 
make this building.  All the details and lights came from my “bits” box. 
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So this is where this part of the layout is at the moment. 
 
When I built the initial shelving for the layout, I put all the buss wires under the layout on both levels, which 
enabled me to put droppers from all the lights down to the buss wires under the layout, connected it all up, 
and all is working. 
 
I need to buy a load of switches for all the lights.  Each building will have its own switch for photographic 
purposes and night operations.  These will be mounted on the facia front. 
 
That’s all for now, and I will keep updating as I make progress. 
 
Brian – the HOn3 guy – Knysna  
 

(Local) “Big Trains” Update 

Extracted from the September 2020 edition of On Track, the RSSA newsletter, kindly provided by Jean Dulez 

Things seem to be opening up a bit on the SA rail front…  
 
The Dias Express is starting again - two trips a day, 3 days a week, from Hartenbos to the view point. 
 
The Blue Train will resume services for private charters from September 1 and will operate a full schedule 
from November 1.  During lockdown, The Blue Train has shared news regarding its new hygiene protocols 
to ensure the highest level of health and safety for guests and staff…  
“We are pleased to be opening up operations as the country settles into Level 2 of the risk-adjusted re-
sponse to COVID-19. While we are excited that tourism is opening up, we are cautious about how we are 
proceeding, having implemented a stringent hygiene protocol,” said Executive Manager of The Blue Train, 
Vincent Monyake.  
The train can be chartered for both business and leisure travel. For business charters the train is equipped 
to host meetings, events and conferences, complete with multi-media facilities. The Blue Train can be 
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booked for private charters to any destination in South Africa that falls within the railway network. Ready 
experiences include:  
· Lunch or dinner charter: Pretoria Circle Route  
· Overnight ‘Trip to Nowhere’: Pretoria  
· Two-night round trips from Pretoria: Sun City; Durban; Kruger National Park; and Magaliesburg.  
“The move to Alert Level 2 means that our operations will have to resume gradually. Resumption of our full 
operations is set to be from November 1, and will be dependent on further pronouncements from the gov-
ernment,” said Monyake.  
He said at the beginning of lockdown guests had been given the opportunity to cancel or defer bookings. As 
a result, some departures have very low occupancy levels, necessitating cancellation of these departures. 
Cancelled departures will be consolidated with other departures.  
 

 
 
Rovos Rail has announced that tours will only be running from Jan 2021.  
When I looked earlier, their Trail of Two Oceans excursion - that is Dar es Salaam to Lobito (15 days and 
4300 kms) - was advertised at an eye-watering price of R400K pp for the best suite!  
 
Mainline Passenger Services are starting from the 18th of September. Only to PE once a week.  
 
MetroRail is running a few services in the main centres. On the Reef they are Diesel-hauled, as I have writ-
ten previously about the catenary having been stolen.  
 
Reefsteamers - There has been no substantial change since the announcement of the 14th December 2019 
of Reefsteamers ceasing to trade and applying for voluntary liquidation.  The Germiston site is under strict 
private security, with site maintenance taking place continuously, which is all privately funded. The site is 
closed to all visitors, and the assets are secure.   
Negotiations are slowly taking place with Transnet as to the future of the site and its uses, but this may take 
some time for various reasons.  
It is hoped that there will be a positive outcome so that Johannesburg will have an active rail heritage 

organisation. 
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Apples For Export: Seasonal traffic over Sir Lowry’s Pass 

By AA Jorgensen 

[This appeared in the South African Transport magazine of July 1975 (>45 years ago!)] 

Editor’s Note: Some months ago (just before Lockdown started), Jimmy and Colin A were scratching through 

some old stuff in boxes that someone had brought in and dropped off at the club one day, and came across 

two folded pieces of paper which looked to be interesting – they had found an article that someone had torn 

out of a magazine (and obviously treasured!), about the final days of steam trains running over Sir Lowry’s 

Pass, just before the switch to diesel traction occurred…  The article was quite obviously written by a local 

steam train enthusiast!! 

The Western Cape apple 

season has now drawn to a 

close, and with it one of the 

most impressive displays of 

mountain steam railway 

operation has come to an 

end – and is not likely to be 

repeated, for, by the time 

next year’s season gets into 

swing, the S.A.R. expects to 

have diesel locomotives to 

handle the traffic.  This apple 

traffic, which is almost all for 

export, originates at Elgin, 

just 52 rail miles from Cape 

Town.  The picking season 

usually starts late in February 

and lasts into May, and 

during this time traffic 

originating at Elgin increases 

dramatically, transforming 

the Caledon branch from a 

sleepy rural operation into a 

mainline style railway.  In one 

24-hour period, as many as 

12 return workings, catering 

just for apple traffic, are 

scheduled over this section of railway and, even though fifty-two miles is no vast distance, the Hottentots-

Holland mountains form an effective barrier and must be crossed by means of Sir Lowry’s Pass.  
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South Africa has no shortage of mountain passes, but Sir 

Lowry’s Pass must rate as one of the most spectacular of all, 

and trains crawling up the west side have an almost 

uninterrupted view across the gentle spread of False Bay 

towards Table Mountain and Cape Town.  The climb from Sir 

Lowry’s Pass station to the summit is in the order of 1100 ft., 

which is accomplished in just 9 miles.  Once the summit has 

been reached at Steenbras, the scenery changes dramatically 

as the line drops 500 ft. in 5 miles through plantations 

established in light sandy soil.  It is this side of the pass that presents the greatest operating difficulties, as 

loaded trains must move up the gradient, which is pitched at 1 in 40.     

 

Fig. 3.  Rising some 3000 feet above the train, the Hottentots-Holland Mountain Range cannot but impress the observer. 

The GEA Garratt in charge of this train is one of 50 engines of the class built, the largest hand-fired Garratts on the 

S.A.R.  They are nearing the end of their lives, and the 24 members still stationed at Cape Town are expected to be 

retired when the diesels arrive late this year and during 1976.  

Prior to 1966, motive power for the Caledon Line had, with a few exceptions, comprised small- and 

medium-size non-articulated locomotives, mainly 8th Class 4-8-0s, and 14CRB and 19C Class 4-8-2s.  During 

the 1920s the GD Garratts were used, assisted from time to time by GK Garratts, and after the GDs left the 

area a GMA was tested during the early 1960s.  Then, late in 1965, the first GEA Garratts made their 

appearance, and soon took over a sizeable portion of the workings.  It was at this time that the apple traffic 

was increasing rapidly, and during the height of the season it became apparent that even the Garratts 

couldn’t cope.  So, banking was introduced during 1970, the GEA being retained as the train engine, with a 

14CRB as a banker.  This arrangement worked for four seasons until 1974 when it was decided to attach the 

banker directly behind the train engine, effectively making a doubleheader (see Fig. 4)!  Then this year 

(that’s 1975!) for reasons quite unknown, it was decreed that the banker was to be placed ahead of the 
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train engine (see Fig. 8) – an agreement that met with approval by most enthusiasts interested in obtaining 

new and interesting photographs.  For a short while, prior to the Easter weekend, banking was also a 

feature on the Cape Town side of the pass – the first time ever in the history of the line.  Unfortunately, 

traffic didn’t build up to the expected tempo and this arrangement was withdrawn.  In fact, adverse 

weather conditions and an unfavourable overseas market held down the export trade, and consequently 

the flow of traffic was rather more sporadic than in the past.  Finally, just prior to Ascension Day (8th May) 

the bankers went back to Cape Town, and everyone thought that the show had finally and forever come to 

an end.  Not quite!  Traffic built up to such an extent that 1½ weeks later the bankers returned to Elgin and 

in one final weekend of operation the Steam show equalled and possibly exceeded all previous records, 

eleven uphill trains being recorded during the daylight hours of May 17th!  If steam had to bow out, at least 

it did so in style! 

 

Fig.4. Rare in South Africa.  The practice of double-heading Garratt and non-articulated engines has always been 

frowned upon as it was feared that damage would be done to the Garratt’s pivot centres.  But rules are made to be 

broken (or changed!), and this is the happy result!  

The modern fruit wagons forming this train are 

the outcome of several years’ research into the use 

of pallets to speed up loading and unloading of 

fruit boxes.  Each wagon has 4 compartments and 

sliding doors that move along the entire face of 

the vehicle.  

 Fig.5. Double-heading of 14CRBs was still fairly 

common during the 1974 season when these two 

engines lifted loads from Elgin to Steenbras.  

During the fruit season two 14CRBs were stationed 

at Elgin, one for shunting and one for banking.  

Normally a GEA Garratt would arrive with empties 

from Cape Town and then double-head a train of 

15 loaded fruit wagons up to Steenbras but often, 
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when a train from Cape Town was running late, a pair of 14CRBs would take a load to Steenbras, thus shortening the 

run for the Garratt 

Fig.6. Once a familiar sight on Sir Lowry’s Pass, the 

poppet-valve 19Cs have usually in recent years been 

restricted to the branches east of Caledon.  To 

change over engines, a regular 19C double-header 

ran at nights (much to the frustration of 

photographers!), but on occasions during peak 

traffic demands one might venture out with a fruit 

train.  In this 1974 scene, No. 2440 tackles the grade 

with a string of old-style fruit wagons, while the 

Helderberg Range rises impressively in the 

background.  

Fig.7. Loading apples at Elgin.  Farmers deliver their apples by truck, and S.A.R. forklifts quickly transfer the produce to 

the waiting fruit wagons.  As many as 16 pallets can be loaded into a single fruit wagon, and special discharging 

facilities at Cape Town docks ensure rapid loading into the 

holds of Europe-bound ships.  

Fig.8 (below).  Steam Finale!  A 19C leads a GEA on the climb 

from Elgin.  This unusual combination came about as the 

result of the regular banker having a case of indigestion and 

being sent back to Cape Town for a few days!  Meanwhile, a 

19C from Caledon, which was on its way to Cape Town for 

boiler wash, was “borrowed” for the intervening week, thus 

helping to make the 1975 season a real coup de grace for 

steam in the Western Cape. 
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Bruce Power Station (Canada) Nuclear Generator Delivery 

Submitted by Johnny Everitt 

Editor’s Note: One of Johnny’s friends, Keith Stamper (who is an ex-Durban boy who now lives in Canada), 
sent him the following email (which Johnny sent to me, and says that Keith says we can use it here in our 
newsletter!) about an impressive rail move…  

Hi Guys, I am certain that you will find this interesting. 

One of my train-friends (Jeff) is a Nuclear Engineer and he retired a few months ago [he is only about 53 

years of age!]. 

The attached photos show one of the large Steam-Generators as used in a Power-Plant.  We have a number of 

Nuclear Power-Stations located in this region.  This Steam-Generator is being shipped to the Bruce Nuclear 

Power-Plant just north of Toronto.  You should know that the Bruce Power-Plant is actually the largest 

Nuclear Power-Station in the world!  It is good to see that its 8 x Steam-Generators are being upgraded, as I 

need MORE power to run my Layout! 

Friend Jeff was the technical lead on the design of the Steam-Generator that you see loaded on the transport. 

Cheers and Regards  /  Keith 

… and this is what Jeff sent to Keith…  

Attached are a few photos of a special rail shipment of a replacement Steam Generator (SG) for the Bruce 
Nuclear plant Unit 6 from BWXT’s fabrication facility in Cambridge to Goderich, where it was trans-loaded to 
a road transporter for final shipment to the site near Tiverton.  Prior to my retirement on June 25 (insert 
little happy-dance here!), I was the responsible design manager for this and other nuclear components and 
services.  It’s nice to see the first one get successfully delivered. 
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Bruce Power is embarking on an ambitious refurbishment plan for reactor Units 3 through 8 at the Bruce 
site over the next 10 years (Units 1 and 2 have already been refurbished) and replacement of the original 
steam generators is part of that work.  There are 8 of these SGs per reactor, so there will be a number of 
such shipments over the coming years (I actually missed the first one because I was at Wheels & Wings with 
Al and Larry – a definitive priority given my present [happy] circumstance). 

 

 

As SGs go, these ones are on the baby-end, tipping out at 160 tons and about 51’ long.  Our largest SG rail 
shipment was in 2017 with a set of 480 ton, 80’ long monsters that went to a nuclear plant in Alabama.   
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The photo of the SGs on jack-stands is in front of the GEXR engine-house in Goderich.  The rail-car was 
positioned in that location, then the SG was jacked-up using the saddles which overhung the railcar and 
then the railcar was moved out of the way, leaving the SG suspended as shown in the photo.  Then the 
road-transporter was inserted underneath and the SG let down on the road transporter. 

 

 

The SGs are installed vertically in the reactor building (8 SGs/reactor) and transfer heat from the reactor 
coolant (heavy-water in this case) to a secondary circuit of conventional light-water that boils to produce 
steam to run the turbine (and thus drive the generator to make electricity).  The larger diameter section is 
filled with steam separation equipment to dry the steam out as best as possible for the turbines.  Nuclear 
plants aren’t as sophisticated as steam locomotives – they are wet-steam plants and don’t have 
superheaters.  But they are ever-so-much better for the environment since they generate GigaWatts of 
power with no green-house gas emissions whatsoever.   

The Bruce site is the largest nuclear power generation site in the world and supplies about 30% of Ontario’s 
electricity.  Hope you enjoy the photos. 

Thanks and Regards / Jeff 

Rod Stewart’s Amazing Layout… 

 

Editor’s Note: And here is another contribution from Johnny, yet again a forwarded email from his friend 

Keith. I must admit I was never a massive fan of Rod Stewart’s music myself, but I had at some stage heard 

that Rod is seriously into model trains…  Keith’s email below provides a link to a Daily Mail article about his 

amazing layout.  For copyright reasons I am not providing the article here, but the link should be clickable 

(Control+click), and will take you to the www.dailymail.co.uk website, where you can read the fascinating 

article and see the other amazing pics online.  If it won’t open when you click, try to copy and paste the link 

to your web browser.  But first, here’s just a single pic from the article, as a teaser… 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/
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Hi Guys, 

As many now know, Rod Stewart is a serious Model Railroader.  Here is an article on his Layout.  It is bloody 

amazing to see what he and two friends have accomplished! 

I once went into a hobby shop in Dallas by the name of Bobbye Hall.  You have probably heard of Hallmark 

Brass ..... That quality line originated from this hobby shop.  When I arrived, the rear doors were closed and 

a big limo was parked out back.  The guy in the limo just said to me to wait a few minutes and the shop 

would open shortly.  I sat in my car and, soon enough, out walked Rod Stewart with someone else wheeling 

out a LARGE amount of MR-stuff.  I can attest that he is a real train enthusiast.  The sales-crew later told me 

that he carried the small stuff out, as he needed it immediately to carry on building his structures, and that 

they would road-freight the bulk of the additional items to him. 

I bought a brass Sn3 / C19, and thought that my little purchase must have seemed like really small-change 

when compared to Rod’s purchases!  

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7678617/Rod-Stewarts-secret-hit-track-Veteran-rocker-

finally-lets-world-legendary-model-railwa.html 

 

Cheers  /  Keith 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7678617/Rod-Stewarts-secret-hit-track-Veteran-rocker-finally-lets-world-legendary-model-railwa.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7678617/Rod-Stewarts-secret-hit-track-Veteran-rocker-finally-lets-world-legendary-model-railwa.html
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Running Trainz Virtually – 4: A Somewhat Disappointing Oz 

Route, But With A Pleasant Surprise Twist To The Tale 

By Brian Dawson 

The Route 

Another of the routes that was included in my original purchase of Trainz: A New Era is the Warwick to 

Wallangarra route, located in Queensland in Australia, and apparently set in the 1950s.  This route 

comprises just three sessions – Freight Run (running 

from Warwick to Wallangarra), Passenger Run (in the 

opposite direction), and The Sydney Mail (pictured left), 

which is a multiplayer session (I don’t do multiplayer…).   

According to the “Route Info” provided by T:ANE, 

“Wallangarra was created to service a break-of-gauge 

between Queensland’s narrow gauge Southern railway 

line of 3’ 6”  (which extends from Toowoomba down to 

Wallangarra, and was completed on 14th February 1887) 

and New South Wales’ standard gauge Main North railway line of 4’ 8½”, when the two systems came 

together in 1888”.  Queensland and New South Wales were independent states in federal Australia, and, as 

also happened elsewhere in the world, they each started developing their railway network using a gauge 

that suited them at the time, and “never the twain shall meet”… but they needed to, and did!  They met up 

at the state border, as this railway route would come to serve for a while as the main connection between 

the state capitals of Brisbane in the north, and Sydney to the south.  Wallangarra town sits just inside 

Queensland, almost astride the state boundary, and in fact the state border crosses through the station yard, 

with about two thirds of the platform in Queensland (QLD) and the rest in New South Wales (NSW)! 

Further, “The railway was the only rail link between QLD and NSW until a standard gauge track was 

completed in 1932, with the completion of the bridge at Grafton.  From that time on the Wallangarra 

station lessened in importance.  

“In January 1888, the Sydney Mail was introduced, when first class sleeping cars were added to the 

Wallangarra train (second class sleeping cars were introduced in 1896).  A daily service was provided, 

departing Brisbane at 19h00 with the return service departing Wallangarra at 17h00.” 

So Wallangarra was quite an important station for about 44 years, where the narrow gauge train from 

Brisbane through Warwick arrived on one side of the main platform, the passengers disembarked and 

walked across the platform and climbed aboard the Sydney-bound train waiting on the wider tracks on the 

other side of the platform, to continue their journey.    

Anyway – enough of the history!  Here’s a bit of geography!...  The Warwick – Wallangarra Trainz route is a 

geographically realistic representation of the actual route.  The route is easily traceable on Google Earth, 

and all the small towns, hamlets and sidings are in the correct geographical location.  Although the two 
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main towns are only approximately 48 miles apart as the crow would fly, the rail route is close to 68 miles 

long, due to the twists and turns along the way.  Warwick is at an elevation of 1,492 feet above sea level.  

The route rises to a high point of 3,035’ above mean sea level at a place appropriately named “The Summit”, 

and then drops back to 2,305’ at Lyra, before climbing again to Wallangarra which is situated at an elevation 

of 2,882’ amsl.  So there’s a fair amount of gradient, particularly between Warwick and The Summit with a 

1543’ climb over a distance of 32 miles.  For the most part, the route passes through Eucalyptus-dominated 

“bush”, which would include cattle and sheep farms (which I think the Aussies somehow call “stations”!), 

but at the higher elevations between Fletcher and The Summit there are also arable areas with croplands 

and vineyards.   

In my second article in this 

series (“Running Trains Again, 

Virtually – But For Real This 

Time!”, in our July 2020 

newsletter), I made a brief 

mention of running this route.  

It happened on that fateful 

afternoon, after quite a lot of 

Gluhwein at lunchtime, when I 

ran the red signal in St 

Nicholas Yard (for the first time!) while trying for the THIRD time to complete the Fossil Fuels coal delivery.  

In that article I wrote:  “I was so disillusioned and irritated with myself that I decided NOT to try to run Fossil 

Fuels again, and instead turned to a different railroad altogether, and ran the general freight out of Warwick 

to Wallangarra (a 1950s steam era railroad in Australia) for the afternoon, getting progressively colder and 

colder, until I heard the girls had finished watching their movie and it was time for tea and muffins.  I just 

paused my train on the mainline, somewhere outside of Delveen, and went back to the warmth of the 

lounge where the gas heater had been going all afternoon…”  I had subsequently gone back to that route, 

intending to complete it. What I didn’t explain, in that brief mention above, was that I wasn’t quite getting 

that session done correctly either!!...   

The Freight Run 

The Freight Run (as also is the 

simpler Passenger Run) is a “pre-

set” session (as opposed to 

“freestyle”), where there are set 

tasks to be carried out at 

particular locations.  The freight 

train waiting for you in Warwick 

station consists of an old brown 

Queensland Railway (QDR) C17 

steam loco with road number 974 

(remember – this is 1950s we’re 

talking about), ten freight wagons, 
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and a guards van – “weight in tow” is 394 tons.  The ten wagons, listing from the rear to the front of the 

train, consist of three empty cattle wagons, three empty “general freight” wagons (= boxcars), two flatcars 

with metal loads, and lastly two more flatcars with lumber loads.  I had to look up what a “C17” is or 

meant… it’s a 4-8-0 (that makes it a “Twelve Wheeler”), according to the Whyte Classification, with 17” 

cylinders.  (According to their *Aussie+ classification, an “A” loco has 2 sets of driving wheels, a “B” loco has 

3 sets, and a “C” loco has four sets of driving wheels!).  The C17 weighed 56,8 tons empty, and 82,9 tons 

when full, and carried 8,13 tons of coal and 13 865 litres of water.  The driving wheels were 1,14m in 

diameter.  It’s quite a decent steam loco! 

The instructions for the Freight Run session are really pretty simple – “You need to drive the freight train 

from Warwick to Wallangarra, dropping off freight wagons along the way.  Time isn’t a problem with this 

run, but it is important to drop off the correct freight, so make sure you pay attention!”  The other 

important (but pretty obvious!) instruction at each stop is “make sure you decouple from the guards van in 

a good location so you can couple back up with it after unloading the wagons”.  That’s elementary!!  Very 

basic stuff for an experienced Ops Guy!...   

The first task required dropping off the three empty cattle wagons from the rear of the train at a siding next 

to a big cattle stockyard just a couple of miles out of Warwick, filled with lowing cattle (the sound effects 

are quite realistic, but a rather monotonous, relatively short sound-byte loop, which goes on and on the 

whole time that you are in the vicinity of the stockyard!).  This is a simple tail-shunt (in fact, all of the drop 

offs are simple tail-shunts, and the train is made up in the “correct” *boring!+ sequence so that it is always 

the next set of wagons at the rear of the train that needs to be dropped off next – really, they could so 

easily have made this a bit more challenging!!).     

With many (but not all) of the “pre-set” routes in T:ANE, there are little “navigation aids” intended to assist 

you in doing the right things in the right places.  These are small (10-20mm – they grow in size as you get 

closer!) “buttons” of different colours, with appropriate symbols, that hover around on the screen.  They 

are actually geo-located EXACTLY over the place where the designated activity is intended to happen, but 

due to the fact that that point may, at a particular time, be off-screen (depending on whether you are 

zoomed in or out, or how far away it is), the button might just be moving around along the border of the 

computer screen.  And depending on your point of view when following your train (as I have said before, I 

like to be somewhat above, and off to one side or the other, behind my train), parallax also offsets the 

position of these floating buttons…  The distance that your loco is from the designated point is also shown 

on or just below the button.  

There is a green navigation button (with a white down-pointing arrow), to confirm the track that you are 

supposed to be on or heading for.   There is a red navigation button with a white hand, showing the position 

at which you are meant to stop.  And then there are blue buttons, with either a “couple-up” or “uncouple” 

symbol, and also ones with “load” or “unload” symbols, showing where these activities are meant to take 

place.  Sometimes there may be multiple buttons in view at the same time, in which case the task to be 

completed first is in a bolder colour, and the second task button will be more faded in appearance.  As each 

task is completed, the relevant button at that point disappears, and the next one appears at its geo-spot…   

When I started running Trainz, I didn’t fully appreciate all of these nuances, and was just rather confused 

and a bit irritated by these “flying buttons” that appeared in some sessions!  I mos KNEW what I needed to 
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do here, dropping off the guards van in what to me was the most efficient spot, placing the cattle wagons 

where I thought they should go (rather than following the instructions per those navigation buttons), 

recoupling with my guards van and continuing on my merry way towards Delveen, where the general freight 

wagons were next to be dropped off…  I ignored the hovering navigation markers, having done exactly what 

I thought was required of me, expecting that they would drop off the screen behind as I pulled away from 

that scene.  But, because I had not fully complied with the navigation points at the cattle station, the 

navigation points for the cattle yard remained on my screen, getting smaller and further and further away 

as I headed for Delveen.  That was the point at which I had paused the session (as described previously), 

and re-joined the girls in the warm lounge for tea and muffins!... 

When I resumed that session, a few days later, I continued on and eventually arrived at Delveen (some 19 

miles from Warwick), after traipsing through mile after mile of Eucalyptus bushland.  But when I got to 

Delveen, there were no new navigation buttons to show where I should drop the van, or drop off the 

general freight wagons (because I hadn’t yet “successfully” *according to them!!] completed all the 

milestones at the cattle station!).  So I just did my own thing, and dropped them off where I thought they 

should go (it was fairly obvious – they needed to be dropped off at the only freight platform on the solitary 

siding opposite the passenger platform on the mainline!).  But I didn’t collect any points for doing so 

“successfully”, and nor did I receive the next instruction as to where the next set of wagons was to be 

dropped off!  By this stage I had worked out what I had done wrong, but it was WAY too far to go back to 

the cattle station to resolve the issue!  Instead, I decided to plod on further along, turning the “pre-set” 

session into a “freestyle” session instead, basically just exploring the rest of the route. 

The route went on and on and on…  I saw a rake of empty hoppers standing at a siding, and so I decided to 

hook them up and take them along with me.  I dropped off the two flatcars with their metal loads at some 

other random siding that I came to, and picked up another couple of empty flatcars further on.  But it was 

taking so long to get to Wallangarra, and I was not earning any stars or points for what I was doing (these 

will eventually lead to my “promotion” *I’m currently a “Guard”, with 98 stars to my credit!]!), that I finally 

decided to just abandon the session, rather than save it and come back to it later.      

A few days ago I decided to undertake this session once again, now fully understanding the importance of 

compliance with the navigation buttons, and see if I could complete it successfully and earn my points.  And 

this time I did!  It took a whole four and a quarter hours (spread over three days! – I don’t do this fulltime!) 

to travel the 67,45 miles to 

Wallangarra, carrying out 

the drop-offs and pick-ups 

along the way, and finally 

get to drop off the last two 

flatcars with their lumber 

loads at the freight 

platform in the Wallan-

garra yard.  I duly earned 

my five stars, and the 

maximum tally of 1150 

points for the session, as 
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well as a compliment from the despatcher for having completed the session with no mishaps!   

But to be totally honest, I was rather disappointed with the session.  I thought that it was quite tedious, 

going on and on for so long, with not an awful lot to do along the way.  I had the four drop-offs (empty 

cattle wagons, empty boxcars, metal freight, and finally the lumber) to make, and needed to pick up the 

hoppers and drop them off elsewhere, and do the same somewhere else with the empty flatcars.  But each 

time it was a boring old tail-shunt of the last wagons off the back of the train, only needing the guards van 

to be left (precisely at the designated spot!) in order to do so.  It could have been so much more interesting 

(and more of a challenge) if the wagons had been mixed up a bit more, or something had involved a head-

shunt somewhere…  And then there were the miles and miles of bloody gum trees! (but I guess that’s 

Australia for you!!), and because of the tight curve radii on what is an old 1880s alignment, the overall 

speed limit is pretty slow (there are sections where the speed limit is 60 mph [although the old steamer 

couldn’t get up above 42 mph!+, but much of the route is run at speeds below 25 mph; a limit of 20 or even 

15 mph applies in certain areas).  So it definitely wasn’t the most exciting Trainz session that I have run… 

The Passenger Run 

I also subsequently did the Passenger Run session.  This started from the Wallangarra passenger Station 

(running a 5x coach + 2x parcel van train behind a green BB18 4-6-2 steam locomotive), heading north, with 

just a single stop at the town of Stanthorpe (25,75 miles away), and then straight on to Warwick (just the 

two stops!).  The instructions at the start of the run were once again pretty simple: “You’re in charge of 

getting the passenger service from Wallangarra to Warwick without any complications, and, most 

importantly, on time!  Be sure to stick to the speed limits, and don’t be late to each station stop!” 

This session is even more basic than the freight session (lots less to do and think about, other than 

managing your speed).  In fact, it’s all just about speed management!  Very early on in the session, I was a 

bit slow in reducing speed as I moved from a 60 mph zone to a 25 mph zone, and was docked a few points 

for speeding.  As a result, I was then a lot more cautious, slacking off well in time to make sure I was below 

the limit when entering the next speed zone.  I had been told that I was supposed to be at Stanthorpe by 

11:00, having left Wallangarra at 10:05.  

As I was approaching Stanthorpe, it 

looked as if I might make it in good 

time, but the actual station turned out 

to be a mile and a half beyond the 

green navigation marker which only 

signalled the entrance to the town, 

plus the last few miles had to be 

travelled at a speed below 15 mph.  I 

rolled to a stop at the station platform 

just eleven seconds after 11:00, which I 

thought was pretty good going!  I 

immediately received a reprimand, 

saying that I had arrived LATE at the 

station, and the passengers were NOT 
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HAPPY!  I was then docked two stars and 100 points!!  Really!!?? For eleven seconds!!!??  So obviously the 

trick in this session is about constantly monitoring your speed, watching how far ahead the next zone is, and 

slowing down at the last minute, but still in time to get into it at or just under the speed limit…. 

I was a lot more successful with the second part of the run, from Stanthorpe to Warwick!  Through very 

careful management of my speed (sticking as close to the top limit as I possibly could) I managed to get to 

Warwick with six minutes to spare on this supposed 1 hour 45 minute run!  Apparently the passengers must 

have been happier this time, because I was complimented by the despatcher on my “excellent work” at the 

end, and asked if I would assist with the return trip to Wallangarra tomorrow!  The passenger up-trip from 

Wallangarra to Warwick was just 

64,6 miles long, so presumably 

the additional three miles 

travelled on the earlier 

freighter’s down-trip was due to 

the backwardsing and 

forwardingsing during my drop-

offs and pick-ups.  And it only 

took me 2 hours and 39 minutes, 

compared to the 4 hours 15 

minutes of the freighter journey.  

But then, I wasn’t trying to go 

fast with the freight run (time, 

they had said, was not an issue), 

and in any case the C17 could 

only manage a top speed of 42 

mph compared to the 56 mph 

top speed of the BB18.   

The good news, however, was that I eventually earned 4 stars (but only 390 points!) for the session (so I 

must have clawed a star back somehow), and have now been promoted to “mechanic”, with a star tally of 

102.  My next promotion will apparently now only happen when I have achieved 200 stars!  That’s a lot of 

hours of Trainz driving still ahead, then!!...   

Impressions 

So neither of these sessions really blew my hair back…     

I am wanting to write an article sometime about how true-to-life (prototypical) many of these Trainz routes 

actually are, and so (where it’s not obviously a fictitious route) I check on Google Earth to see if I can see 

the railway route, and find the places mentioned, etc.  And so I had also checked this route on Google Earth 

(2015 being the latest images).  The image quality is however not particularly good, with rather poor 

resolution in close-up.  From what I could see, it looked as if the tracks had been lifted, and just the 

alignment foundation remained and was evident.  The yards appeared to be very quiet, perhaps abandoned, 

or possibly now used for other purposes.  I took a couple of comparison screenshots (on Google Earth as 

well as Trainz), to maybe use one day for my “true-to-life” article.    
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After completing the sessions, I was toying vaguely with the idea of writing about them, and describing how 

boring and disappointing I had found them.  I decided to read up a bit about the route, find out a bit more 

about it and when it had been abandoned, etc., and turned to Google…  And THAT’S when things 

suddenly got interesting, and I decided that there WAS maybe a story to be told after all!...  

Surprise!! 

… ‘Cos that’s when I found out about the Southern Downs Steam Railway which is based at the yard in 
Warwick and operates steam 
train excursions on the line about 
once a month to Wallangarra and 
back (www.SDSR.org.au) (they’re 
also on Facebook).  The line has 
NOT been abandoned!  Well it 
was – in 1964 – but has since 
been resuscitated as a heritage 
steam train excursion route!  This 
is an all-volunteer service (like 
Reefsteamers was), which has 
been running since 2009. 

The trip is described thus on the 

www.Southerndownsandgranitebelt.com.au website: 

Warwick to Wallangarra and return 

Depart Warwick Station at 8:00am for a leisurely day on the heritage train to Wallangarra, arriving there at 
12:10pm. 

After easing into the uphill sections between Warwick (1,492ft), and Silverwood (1,913ft), we leave the 
roads and enjoy some hard work as we wind past sandstone ruins of Spring and Mineral Creek bridges 
before a short stop to check the locomotive, before passing through the two tunnels on the line. 

After this brief pause, it’s time to enjoy the hard work again as we climb the Silverwood range to Dalveen 
where, before we pass The Summit (3,035ft), the highest QR station. Since leaving Warwick, we have risen 
1,543 feet in the space of 32 miles. After passing The Summit we coast down into Stanthorpe for a 30 
minute stop. 

We continue from here at 10:45am, descending into granite country as we make our way to the Queensland 
/ New South Wales Border. After passing Lyra (2,305ft), we start to work again, rising 577 feet into 
Wallangarra (2,882ft), where we will make our stop at 12:10pm for lunch. 

Enjoy the scenery as the train crew work to prepare the train for our return journey. 

Train departure from Wallangarra is at 2:00pm for a leisurely heritage train trip back to Stanthorpe, arriving 
at 3.35pm. (See!!  They take 1 hour and 35 minutes for that trip, and I was expected to do it in just 55 
minutes!! )  We will depart here at 3.50pm to make our way back down the range with a setting sun, 
before we arrive back in Warwick at 6.00pm. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Downs_Steam_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warwick,_Queensland
http://www.sdsr.org.au/
http://www.southerndownsandgranitebelt.com.au/
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Lunch 
Let us pamper you, and enjoy the experience of stepping out of your train and straight to your 2 course 
lunch at the Railway Cafe, located in the old Wallangarra Refreshment Rooms Restaurant. 

Enjoy the sights and sounds as your crew work to prepare your train for the return journey, whilst you wine 
and dine on your delicious lunch. 

And guess what loco they use for their steam excursion trips? A C17, number #971!! 

 

On their website they say that the C17 Class lasted 50 years from 1920 to 1970, and proved to be the most 
powerful all-lines engine in Queensland.  #971 was apparently only built in 1950.  So the use of #974 by 
Trainz in a 1950s setting seems pretty appropriate for this Warwick – Wallangarra Trainz route, being a very 
typical representation of what 
used to run there back in those 
olden days (before I was even 
born!).  

It seems that steam is still alive 
and well in parts of Australia!  
So if ever you’re in 
southeastern Queensland, look 
them up, and take a trip down 
memory lane… and expect to 
see lots and lots of bloody gum 
trees!!!      
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Whose Layout Is This???  

(Answer to be provided in our next edition) 
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Answer to the September edition question…:  Okay – so that was a bit of a trick question, as there were 
actually TWO layouts included in the pics – one of them quite obviously being our own “HO Exhibition 
Layout”, with the other (against the wall – with black curtaining) belonging to GFG.  This was the set-up at 
the 2018 Great Model Train Expo (TGMTE) at Randburg Hoerskool, where there were a number of other 
layouts as well, and then a whole lot of traders exhibiting their wares. 
  
   

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By ………………………. 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 
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 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 
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 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, Aug, Sept Harry Ostrofsky 

 

            ……….. and Harry has challenged………….. Jean Dulez!! 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we normally include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month 

for the respective newsletter published.  But below is the revised 2020 Duty Roster as re-scheduled till the 

end of December 2020, with Lockdown now having effectively been lifted and us currently being able to 

meet again, but obviously with everything still subject to the government’s LOCKDOWN regulations and 

protocols, and potentially subject to further review, and change at short notice.   

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone.  

Entries in Bold italics indicate a change from the original schedule.  

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 3-10 William vdB 1 Wed 7-10 Clive S 

2 Sat 10-10 Johan dV 2 Wed 14-10 Colin A 

3 Sat 17-10 Theuns W 3 Wed 21-10 ??? 

4 Sat 24-10 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-10 Brian D 

5 Sat 31-10 Mark P 1 Wed 4-11 Clive S 

1 Sat 7-11 Mark P 2 Wed 11-11 Colin A 

2 Sat 14-11 Terrence M 3 Wed 18-11 ??? 

3 Sat 21-11 Kobus P 4 Wed 25-11 ???????? (BLD away) 

4 Sat 28-11 Colin A 1 Wed 2-12 Clive S 

1 Sat 5-12 Johan dV 2 Wed 9-12 Colin A 
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2 Sat 12-12 William vdB 3 Wed 16-12 ??? 

3 Sat 19-12 Theuns W 4 Wed 23-12 
Brian D 

4 Sat 26-12 Glynn C 5 Wed 30-12 Jan K 

1 Sat 2-1  1 Wed 6-1  

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (be careful with the one 

closest to the window[ left-hand switch powering the IR], as the right-hand switch powers the Security 

Gate lock!!!).  

Mark, as our Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that 

need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, 

and then let Mark know what you have arranged.  

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Lockdown continues, but now at Alert Level 1……. 

 Layout visits are cancelled until the new year 

 Saturday 24th October,     EMRIG Workshop at NMM!!  

 Wednesday 28th October, EMRIG committee meeting 

 Saturday 31st October,  Crossroads Hobbies Swap Meet at Krugersdorp!! 

 Saturday 28th November,     EMRIG Workshop at NMM!!  

 Saturday 5th December, We are hoping to host our Swap Meet!! 

 Sunday 17th January, 2021 EMRIG AGM (to be confirmed) – but save the date meanwhile! 

 The Great Model Train Expo at Florida Hoerskool  HAS BEEN POSTPONED TO 2021 

2020 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – …………………… (position vacant, very sadly)   (Volunteer needed!… or maybe not?)  

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2020 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT, IF 
YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID; THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN PAID BEFORE THE END OF 
MARCH, PLEASE. 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2020 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
THEY ARE BEING KEPT AT R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, AND R600,00 FOR 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.  BUT (AND ONLY IF YOU WERE A PAID UP MEMBER IN GOOD 
STANDING IN 2019) THERE IS A DISCOUNT OF 50% APPLICABLE ON THE ABOVE! 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

AND PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND 
NOT “EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE ANONYMOUS (UNIDENTIFIABLE!!) MEMBER DID THIS 
PAST YEAR… AND AGAIN THIS YEAR!!!!     

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za

