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Chairman’s Message – September 2020 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello fellow Emrig’ers 

I hope this letter finds you all well. Wow, at last, the club has finally re-opened after many months of closure 

due to Covid. One could just see all of you just champing at the bit to get back to running some trains. Trains 

have this addiction, rather like smoking and alcohol. Wait till you do not have any, and then see the 

withdrawal symptoms strike! 

Apart from our re-opening, there is not much news for now. Hopefully that is good news and not a bad 

thing.  

However, for those who may be on the WhatsApp group, I am sure you will remember seeing Geoff’s wife’s 

contribution, where she posted a photo of his ashes lying on his layout. Well, that image struck a chord, and 

forced me to write the following; it was written on the day, about two weeks ago, so please excuse the 

disjointedness (is that a word?).  Here we go: - 
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Hi fellow Emrig’ers and whoever may one day come to read this. After the recent passing of Colin TT and 

Geoff, and then seeing the WhatsApp post by Geoff’s wife Marianne – the photos with his ashes placed on 

his layout – it stirred up a fire in me with regards to a philosophy I adopted many years ago. I looked at 

Geoff’s ashes, and I wondered to myself if he had any regrets with regards not having a fully-finished layout, 

and did he possibly put 

things on hold for any 

reason?   

My story is like that, and 

possibly some of you 

already follow this 

philosophy, and if so, feel 

free to ignore the 

remainder of this article. 

In 2001, I got to build my 

dream layout room and 

was soon attacking the 

layout and getting it 

operational. However, 

over the years, layout 

construction often stalled 

for various reasons. One 

example being that I was possibly going to be transferred, and would have to move to a new house, town, 

or even possibly leave the country, and all the work I had done was going to be for naught. I cannot 

remember exactly when, but a number of years later, after none of the above came to fruition, I soon began 

to learn that I was putting my life on hold and losing out on so much enjoyment and happiness. Whenever I 

worked on my layout, I was always calmed down and relaxed. Also, it did not end there. I put things on hold 

with Lindsay (my wife), the kids, and the list is endless… 

At that time, or realisation, I came to the resolution – never stop doing something because you might move, 

you may have a child, you are limited in funds, or, or, or...  It may, and arguably will, never happen, and then 

you will have lost out on some valuable life.  You must just keep on going as if nothing will change.  If it does, 

then so be it, but if it does not, then you have not lost valuable time in your life. 

We all have so little time on this earth, and putting things on hold is self-destroying. Think of yourself being 

in heaven, and whether you will have any regrets, and if so, what are they. Then go out and conquer them 

now.  Do that stuff you have been putting off for whatever reason.  If that reason ever does materialise, 

then so be it.  Just deal with it and move on.  Do not look back one day and think, “If only I had done…” 

Look after yourselves and keep safe. 

Happy railroading. 

Glynn Chamberlain 
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Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

The Club Is Open Again!!     (but subject to Covid-19 protocols…) 

Finally!!!...  After almost exactly five months!  … The club opened up again on Saturday 22nd August after 

Government had relaxed the Lockdown Alert Level down to 2, and we received authorization from the 

management of the Mall and confirmation of the Covid-19 protocols that we need to follow.  It was our 

suggestion that we limit the number of members on our premises at any one time to eight (within our four 

rooms), with a maximum of four operators within the main DCC layout area at any one time (leaving the N 

Gauge room, and the HO Shunting layout room, and the “relax” table space, as well as the workroom or 

kitchen, for the others to occupy while waiting for an opportunity to run on the main layout), thus ensuring 

that proper social distancing can be observed.  And unfortunately, no members of the public or other visi-

tors are allowed in the premises at present, just club members. 

There is a “sanitizing station” on the little table to the left, near the door to the HO Shunting Layout room, 

with sanitizer and a digital thermometer, and the register that we are obliged to maintain (for all persons 

who enter the premises, whether running trains or not).  The Keyman on duty will be responsible for taking 

temperatures, and ensuring that everyone completes the register. 

We had assumed that there would be a bit of a rush to get back to the club, as soon as re-opening was an-

nounced.  That was however not to be the case!  On the first Saturday (admittedly only one day after we let 

everyone know that the cub would be open), it was only Jimmy (standing in for Glynn as Key duty person) 

running trains, with Mark also there having set up the sanitizer station etc.  And then on the following 

Wednesday it was just Brian and Jimmy running trains (and once again Mark who popped in).  The following 

Saturday 29th, there were six guys at the club, and on this past Wednesday there were three!  So the num-

bers are picking up!!  (Photo below is courtesy of Terrence M, taken on Saturday 29th) 
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 Most unfortunately, the coffee shop in the Mall has closed down.  Jimmy spoke by phone to the owner, 

and she confirmed that she had had to close, as the Mall had expected her to pay the full rental for all the 

months that she was not allowed (under government regulations!) to open her doors, and this was just not 

financially sustainable…  And so yet another popular small business goes under, suffering the lot of much of 

our economy….  

Key Duty Roster and Changes During Covid-19 Lockdown Alert Levels 2 and 1  

It has been necessary for Mark to make some changes to the Key Duty Roster… and those changes are re-

flected in the revised roster which you will find towards the end of this newsletter (in its usual place  ), as 

well as on the club noticeboard.  Mark has also emailed the roster out to members in the Google mailing-

group that Glynn set up for the club as well (so if you didn’t receive it, you’re obviously not yet included in 

that group!). 

Saturdays 

Mark has himself taken over the Saturday spots where ColinTT was on Key duty.  Apart from that, there are 

no other known changes at this stage, assuming that everyone else is still happy to continue doing their 

duties despite Covid-19 still being around.  

Wednesdays  

Wednesdays have been most affected, for a number of different reasons…  With Kallie back working (and 

contributing to the economy and the country’s tax-base again!), ColinTT had early in the year taken over 

Kallie’s duties on the first Wednesday of the month.  And Colin, regretfully, will no longer be performing 

those duties…   

Dave, who normally does duty on the third Wednesday of the month, was in the fortunate position of being 

able to get down to the Cape just ahead of Lockdown, and has spent Lockdown there with his family – a far 

better option than having been stuck at home all on his own.  And he says he has no immediate plans for 

returning to Gauteng, so it might be a while before we get to see him at the club again… 

ColinA and Brian will continue with their duties on the second and fourth Wednesdays respectively, with 

Jan also doing his duty whenever there is a fifth Wednesday in the month.  Brian is also running trains at 

Chamdor these days, and so is only at EMRIG every second Wednesday or so.  So there are thus a couple of 

Wednesdays in a month where there is no designated person on duty, and there might not be one around.    

Jimmy is, however, pretty regular with his attendance on Wednesdays, and is prepared to open up when-

ever he is there.  But it’s not necessarily a given that he will ALWAYS be there…  So if anyone who is not a 

Key-holder is in the fortunate position to, and wishes to, run trains on a Wednesday, it might be safest to 

mention this beforehand on the club Whatsapp chatgroup, and just get confirmation that Jimmy or another 

key-holder will be present on the day. 

New Key-duty Members? 

If you are not a member who does Key-duty, and you are prepared to take on this responsibility, please 

step forward and offer your services!   As you can see, we are short-staffed particularly as far as Wednes-
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days are concerned, and it would be good to have some extra capacity as far as Saturdays are concerned 

too.   Training (in how to turn the layouts on and off, etc., as well as the other [minimal] to be carried out) 

will be provided, and you would double-up with an experienced Key-duty guy for the first couple of duties…   

Layout Manager Vacancy 

ColinTT was our Layout Manager at the time of his passing away.  And so we currently have a vacancy on 

the Committee for that position…   We’re hoping / looking for someone to “Volunteer” to take over that 

position, please!?  And if no-one volunteers, we’ll have to co-opt someone…….! 

Possible December Swap Meet??? 

Mervyn announced last month through his newsletter that there would be no further Gauteng Swap Meets 

until further notice due to the Lockdown and Covid-19 impact.   

We as a Committee are hoping against hope that it might, however, be possible for us to host our Decem-

ber Swap Meet…  But we will have to monitor the conditions closer to the time, and also have discussions 

with the traders, to see how they feel, before any final decision is taken in this regard.  Obviously we would 

need to believe that it will be safe for traders and patrons, before this would happen…  So let’s see………    

Meanwhile, keep supporting our regular traders, and our hobby shops.  I ordered some stuff that I needed 

from Craig Kloke, and received it all in good order by courier within three days, with a delivery charge of 

just R100.  Definitely worth it!  And as I mentioned on Whatsapp, Model Train Exchange in Randburg is also 

open (currently just three days a week), and also has a website mail-order facility (check www.mte.co.za).    

Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library (in a blue 

file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent that you need to be notified about.  You 

need to have been added to our “Google Groups” mailing list… 

 

http://www.mte.co.za/
http://www.emrig.co.za/
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The Development of Railways – The Iron Road 

In World Atlas of Railways, by OS Nock, pages 8 – 9 

Editor’s Note: Following a chat about model trains, leading on to railways in general, over tea one 

afternoon, my youngest brother-in-law loaned me one of his cherished possessions – an out-of-print coffee-

table book called World Atlas of Railways, published in 1975.  I have found it absolutely fascinating reading 

the first chapter – a very simple basic history of railways – how things started and how they developed, and 

realized that there was an awful lot that I didn’t know, and found to be particularly interesting…  and so I 

propose, over the next few months, to provide you with bite-sized chunks of that history, typing out a couple 

of pages at a time, covering the early eras and phases of railway development.  I hope that you will find it as 

fascinating as I have (assuming that you didn’t know it all already, of course! )…  

The eras to be covered in these articles are: 

1. General Introduction – The Iron Road 2.  Horse trains and iron rails: 1700 – 1824 

3. Steam wins the day: 1825 – 1830  4. Worldwide expansion begins: 1831 – 1850 

5.  Opening up the (USA) West: 1851 – 1880 6. Achievements and disasters: 1881 – 1913 

7. Networks in the Great War: 1914 – 1922 8. The fantastic streamliners: 1923 – 1945 

9. The new age of railways: 1946 and after    

Although, as the pages immediately following relate, there had been railways of a kind in many countries, to 

assist in the conveyance of wagons loaded with merchandise, and pulled by horses, even before the 

astonishing developments of the nineteenth century, it was the invention of the steam locomotive, and its 

successful use on the first public railway in the world, the Stockton and Darlington, that came as a 

predominating catalyst in the development of world transport.  British engineers were to the fore in every 

facet of early railway pioneering: in the evolution of track, in tunnelling and railway bridge building, as well 

as in locomotive experimentation and operation.  If one studies the world chronology of railway inception in 

the momentous decade following the opening of the second great English pioneering work – the Liverpool 

and Manchester Railway, in 1830 – in most of them, British engineers were consultants, contractors or 

manufacturers of locomotives.    

The railway era really began with the commercial success of the Stockton and Darlington Railway, opened in 

1825.  A railway was inaugurated shortly afterwards in France, and Europe as a whole continued to lead the 

field in the introduction of railways.  Although political upheavals prevented the satisfactory development 

of certain railway networks, specifically those in Poland, Germany and Austria, by 1869 every country in 

modern Europe had built the beginnings of a railway system.   

In Europe alone, railways were established in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands and 

Russia before 1840; in the same decade, railways in Canada and the USA were extending rapidly, and there 

had been a start in Cuba.  Subsequently it is remarkable to see the increase in the extent of the world’s 

railways, with regular increments of some 200,000 kms (125,000 miles) every 20 years until 1960. 

Three factors helped to spread the railway worldwide: British enterprise (many foreign lines were built by 



 

Page 7 of 44 

 

British contractors); American enthusiasm for the new idea; and colonial possessions – the first colonial 

railway was opened in Jamaica in 1841. 

The rate of increase was of course not uniform in all countries; nor were the advances in technology, speed, 

or quality of service.  The earliest and most phenomenal increases in extent came in the industrialized 

countries, of which, in the nineteenth century, Great Britain was foremost, and an exporter of machinery, 

minerals and manufactured goods of all kinds to the whole world.  The USA was only just emerging as a 

great industrial nation, while in Europe, France, Germany and Italy had all been torn by political and military 

upheavals.  In all of them, however, railways came to play a great part in the subsequent consolidation.  In 

the USA, free enterprise and unbridled competition led to an enormous increase in railway activity in the 

last years of the nineteenth century.  At the same time, colonizing activities by the great nations of Europe 

led to the building of railways in many hitherto remote areas, quite apart from major, carefully planned 

projects like the building up of the Indian railway network, or the great imperial ambitions of Cecil Rhodes 

in southern Africa.  All initiated before 1900, one can trace beginnings, mostly on a modest scale, in Tunisia, 

in what is now Vietnam, Angola, Mozambique and Indonesia, while in the South American states there were 

railways flourishing long before 1900. 

Success bred success.  The provision of improved transport opened up the more remote communities, 

made their agricultural produce or mineral wealth available to wider and hitherto unopened markets.  This 

in turn demanded improved railway facilities, larger locomotives, and better means of traffic regulation.  

There was more work for the manufacturers in Great Britain and elsewhere.  Overseas railways needed coal 

to fire their locomotives.  British-owned railways in South America purchased their coal from South Wales; 

at least one French railway had its own fleet of colliers to collect for itself at Cardiff the choice grades of 

Welsh steam coal that it favoured.  New railways were built in South Wales to convey coal from the valleys 

to new ports, for shipment overseas.   

It was a booming reciprocal trade in some cases.  Coal for locomotives was exported from English east coast 

ports to the Baltic states in exchange for timber.  Baltic pine was judged the finest material for railway 

sleepers.   

The expansion in world trade, which fostered the building of more railways, was aided to no small extent by 

the ability of railways to convey mail quicker than ever before.  Where oceanic travel was concerned, as in 

the vital case of Anglo-American mail, it was sometimes quicker to put eastbound mail ashore at 

Queenstown (Cobh) in the south of Ireland, take it by train to Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire) on Dublin Bay, ship 

it across to Holyhead and thence by train to London, rather than wait for the steamer to make her way into 

the Mersey and dock at Liverpool.   

Even though the upheavals and re-orientating of world trade after the First World War profoundly affected 

railway operations in many countries, expansion still continued elsewhere, and it is only after 1960 that the 

opposite trend begins to show.  Nevertheless, to balance contraction in Great Britain and other highly 

industrialized areas there are magnificent new projects in hitherto remote areas of Canada, Australia and 

South Africa (probably referring to our Sishen-Saldanha and Richards Bay Coal line developments). 

Next Month: Horse trains and iron rails – Railway development 1700 - 1824  
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– A Work Barge for the waterfront harbour 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

  
Editor’s Note: As promised, here is another article from Brian Messenger in Knysna!  Look at the AMAZING 

detail of his work, as reflected in his photos, especially given the size of the barge!!!...... And next month we 

can look forward to yet another article featuring a different area of BrianM’s layout….  

 I have just completed a utility or work barge for my waterfront harbour.  I saw a photo on a website, of a kit 

that is available, and decided that I need one, but should rather scratch-build it, for my HO scale double-

deck layout (mine is all 3 foot narrow gauge HOn3).  Below is a photo from the website (Fos Scale Models) 

which I used for inspiration. 

 
 
 

I cut the top layer (card stock [2mm thick] to represent a metal top) to size, and scored the metal plates. I 
sprayed it with grey primer. I had the wheelhouse (a crane cabin) in one of my many “bits” boxes that I 
could use, and did some modifications to it by adding the window holes on both sides, back and the front 
square one as well. 
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Added some detail to the deck and placed the wheelhouse in position to see if it would look okay. I was not 
quite happy with the way it looked, and decided to remove the metal supports on both sides of the 
wheelhouse. 

 
 
The “hull” was cut a fraction smaller than the top deck.  I laminated two pieces of 3mm Masonite 
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(hardboard) to make the hull, and then tapered the front of it down to the waterline.  Here it is on my 
worktop, figuring out where to place all the details - also from my many bits boxes. 

I am always on the lookout for scale vehicle tyres plus other details to use especially in my harbours. When I 
glued the tyres onto the sides as buffers, I sliced them level with the bottom of the hull in order for them to 
sit flat on the water, giving the appearance of being in the water. 

 
 
 
After temporary placement of the details, I gave it the once (actually, many times!) over to make sure that it 
looked workable, before gluing it all in place.  Here (below) it is on my hand, to show the small size - 3.75 X 
2.75 X 0.375 inches. 
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Again, a different view to check placement of the details. 
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While waiting for the window glue to dry I placed it in the harbour, as a test. 

 

 
After looking closely at it in place, I realized that it needed more weathering.  It was not dirty enough to be 
a working barge in the harbour. 
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Same again. 
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It pays to take a break, sit back and view your model.  I did this, and realized that I had left off the kleets 
which are used to tie it up to the keyside or to other boats.  While I was gluing all the details on the top, I 
placed them slightly differently to the above photos, as seen below. 

 
 
 
It did not take long for the seagull to find somewhere to perch in the hope of finding a tiny morsel.  He/she 
must have smelt the lobster trap… 
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Final weathering, all details glued in place, and in the harbour to begin working. 
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Note to self – stop building boats, barges and small craft, as there is no more room in the current 
harbours….! 
 
 Brian 
 The HOn3 guy - Knysna 
 

BENONI STATIONS 

With Acknowledgement to Benoni History Now… and Glynis Millett-Clay … via Mark Peddle 

 

Editor’s Note: When Mark Peddle was challenged to write something for the Water Tower Challenge, he 

chose to write about the Rand Trams, which ran from Krugersdorp through Johannesburg, and on through 

Benoni to Springs.  He subsequently found this Benoni City Times article by Glynis Millet-Clay, and felt that it 

would make an interesting follow-up to that article, given that our club is based in Benoni! It’s a fascinating 

piece of very local history!!!  

 

After the Anglo Boer War, (1901) a station/Junction was opened on a RAND TRAM line to the South of 

Benoni (near modern day Actonville) in order to serve the private sidings to the mines to the north, and the 

APEX stone quarry to the south.  NB, this line was known as a Rand Tram Line, and was a three foot six inch 

railway, and not a tram line, and had nothing to do with the electric (battery) busses which the Benoni 

municipality ran many years later.  This station on this Rand Tram Line was called BENONI JUNCTION, later 

the name changed to “BENONI” in 1904.   

 

On the 4 July 1911, the second railway line going northwards from Dunswart had the “New” Benoni Station 
(renamed Cranbourne Station in 1923) which opened in 1912 and passed Western Extension.  Originally the 
line crossed Lanyon Street before they built the bridge.  It ran past the old abattoirs and just north of the 
Traffic Department Testing Grounds.   The goods yard was on the east side of Tom Jones Street, where the 
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current library is today. There was a halt near the footbridge in Victoria Avenue known as “Avenue Halt.” 
 
This railway line crossed Bunyan and Tom Jones Streets, then curved and crossed Kleinfontein Lake over an 
embankment (which now hosts Voortrekker Road), thus creating Civic Lake, before linking up with the 
current railway line – now heading east.  On the corner of Tom Jones and Bunyan streets, there used to be a 
little village called “Oudstryders Circle”.  These were cottages built for demobilized Military personnel.  And 
on the right hand side of Voortrekker Street, just before the lakes, was a café called “Tunnel Café”. 
 
When the “New” Benoni station opened in 1912, near the abattoirs, Benoni Junction / Benoni (Near 
Actonville) changed its name to KLEINFONTEIN STATION. 
 

The third railway was built from Dunswart to the present BENONI STATION in Harpur Avenue, which 

opened on 12 April 1923, and on to APEX with a halt called “NEW KLEINFONTEIN”, between the latter 

stations. With the opening of this line, the Kleinfontein Station (near Actonville) was renamed RANGEVIEW 

STATION.  This eventually closed down when the mine siding was closed in 1970. 

At the same time, in 1923 the Benoni Station near the TRAFFIC GROUND was renamed “CRANBOURNE 

STATION".  When Cranbourne Station was decommissioned in the 1950’s, the line was diverted west of 

Bunyan street, between Civic and Middle lakes, to follow the current route to Northmead Station and 

beyond, and Voortrekker Road then crossed the lakes over the old railway embankment, later to be 

replaced by Buxton Street Bridge. 
 

Source, Peter Wood, Keith Gardiner 

Dated 10 December 2016. 

 

 

The Whisky* Train 

By Robin Smith 

Editor’s Notes: 1. The following article, sent to me by Theuns Wessels for inclusion in the newsletter, is tak-
en from the Military History Journal, Vol 15 No. 6 – December 2012, this being the journal of The South Afri-
can Military History Society / Die Suid-Afrikaanse Krygshistoriese Vereniging.   Dankie, Theuns!! 
 
2. “Val”, for those of you who don’t know it and have never been there, is a tiny hamlet (“dorpie”) in Mpu-
malanga, on the railway line, about one third of the way from Greylingstad heading towards Standerton. 
It’s off the main road (which is why you would never just “drive through it”), and there’s just a tiny signpost 
pointing out where to turn off if you are looking for it.  I happened to know about it, because I was directed 
to the Kooperasie there when I was looking for parts for one of our very old ridge-ploughs when we were 
doing some dust control work on the tailings dams at Evander Gold Mine, a bit further to the north… and 
then also subsequently got invited to a “boutique” wedding that took place there…     
 
Author’s Note: * 'Whisky', not 'whiskey', which is Irish and, according to the Scots, is for less discriminating 
drinkers.  
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Everyone and everything can be famous for fifteen 
minutes.  Val was famous in April 1902 when General Lou-
is Botha arrived at the station and boarded a train to Jo-
hannesburg under a safe-conduct granted by the British 
Army. He was on his way to attend the negotiations about 
ending the Anglo-Boer War, and a famous photograph 
shows him speaking with British officers on the platform. 
The station is no longer operational, and trains only stop 
there when a signal is against them.   
 

 
 
Left: Rita Britz from Val, the driving spirit behind the commem-
oration with David Scholtz, who gave a historical background 
to the event 
 
The railway line from Volksrust to Elandsfontein (Germiston 
these days) was built by the Natal Government 
Railway and joined up with the Zuid-Afrikaansche Spoorweg 
Maatschappij's system in 1896. This connection opened up 
trade between the ZAR (Transvaal Republic) and the Colony of 
Natal. It was very useful when war was declared in October 

1899. Riding a train to the war was a lot quicker than riding a horse. 
 
After the capture of Johannesburg, Pretoria and Lydenburg by Lord Roberts's army, the line became one of 
the lifelines for supplies of food and munitions for the British army. The stretch of line between Standerton 
and Heidelberg, however, was particularly vulnerable to attack. The Heidelbergers, under Commandant 
Fanie Buys, were especially adept at blowing up trains, culverts and even bridges. 
 
The British eventually protected their railways with block houses sited at intervals of one thousand yards 
(914m), but in 1900 these little forts had yet to be built. More than thirty trains were blown up and derailed 
on this stretch of line before these defensive measures could be put in place. 
 
In December 1900 Commandant Buys selected a likely place where a successful attack could be made on a 
passing train. The elevated line passed over a small stone 
culvert a short distance up the line from Val station.  Undula-
tions in the ground provided hiding places for the two men 
who must lay and detonate the mine. Two brothers were 
given that task, and they spent several hours one night bury-
ing a bag of black powder between the lines. They used a 
magneto generator to explode the charge but, as they only 
had two hundred yards (183m) of wire, they had to hide 
themselves nearer than this to the train - and the explosion! 
The brothers were Jack and Gert van den Heever, and Jack 
later wrote an entertaining account of their night's work in a little book published in the 1940s, Op Kom-
mando onder Kommandant Buys. The quality of the writing is such that their relative, C M van den Heever, 
must surely have lent a hand.  
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The mine exploded under the goods train, and several trucks turned over and rolled down the embankment. 
Buys's Heidelbergers galloped up to find the cargo of good cheer for the Christmas and New Year celebra-
tions in Johannesburg and Pretoria spread liberally along the railway line. The party that ensued involved 
the captured 'Tommies' as well as Buys's men. Jack and Gert seem to have been the instigators. Indeed Jack, 
rather inebriated after perhaps an excess of sampling the many wares, extracted permission from one of 
the older commando members to marry one of his daughters, which he duly did once the war was over. 
 
Commemoration 
 
On 3 November 2012 this incident was commemorated. Val was famous 
again, but for more than fifteen minutes. A granite plaque was unveiled, 
attached to the culvert on the embankment of the old NGR line where 
this incident certainly took place. Rita Britz, a leading citizen of Val, who 

has driven this project 
from the beginning, had 
assembled nearly a 
hundred guests and 
some descendants of 
Jack and Gert van den 
Heever.  Union Jack and 
Vierkleur were in evi-
dence, but Boer and 
Brit partied just like in 
December 1900. 

The new memorial unveiled 

 

Running Trainz Virtually – 3: The Bidye Home Layout 

By Brian Dawson 

For the past couple of months I have been having FAR more FUN than I thought I would!!!     

The Trainz: A New Era programme that I had bought (explained in earlier articles) included a “layout” 

package, in addition to all the other “routes” that I have previously described.  Yes, there’s Kickstarter 

County, which is a reasonably compact fictional region, but it’s just like running “real” trains through real 

landscapes, just not conforming to any “real” place on earth (unlike the other routes, which are all actually 

prototypically-based railway routes).  (I plan to write another article sometime on just how realistic those 

routes actually are… but that’s a story for another day…)   

The “layout” package is called the Bidye Layout (I’ve no idea where the name comes from), and in 

appearance it’s a compact home-built model train layout inside a typical train room.  When I first looked at 

it, I thought it was rather gimmicky and a bit “mickey mouse”, to be honest!  It’s like it’s on a big rectangular 

board pushed up against one wall of the room, with walk-around space on the other three sides.  The room 

even has a door and exposed brick-work and floor-tiles, and the layout is supported on visible legs.  It looks 

a bit “artificial”, compared to the realism of the other “routes”.  But there’s SO much to it!!... 
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This particular layout package is purely about “Operations”, moving lots of freight to and between various 

designated destinations, overcoming obstacles that are intentionally placed in your way, and trying to do so 

timeously, while at all times being aware of – and dodging! – the “AI trainz” that appear to have priority 

over your layout!  It really makes for challenging and rewarding sessions, teaching one patience and also 

how to operate under pressure!  I absolutely love this programme!! 

The layout is built such that there is “water” on 

the three open sides, as if it were on a 

promontory jutting out into the sea or a large 

lake (parts of the mainline tracks are actually 

supported on plinths set in the “water”), and 

freight wagons are “brought in across the water” 

on a large ferry barge (with three tracks, each 

capable of holding five wagons), similar (just a 

bit smaller) to what happens when rail freight is 

delivered by sea from Seattle in Washington to 

the ferry terminal in Whittier near Anchorage, 

Alaska (which I only happen to know about from 

having previously watched Railroad Alaska on DSTv – and have seen again very recently on last week’s 

edition of Sir Tony Robinson’s “Around the World By Trains”, where he went from Seattle to Jasper and 

Vancouver in Canada, and then to Anchorage in Alaska!). 
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The layout (overhead view, illustrated above) consists of a convoluted “end to end” single track, twisted in 

the form of a squashed and flattened S, but with both “loose” arms of the S bent back in on themselves, 

back inside the two halves of the S.  And there they terminate (or at least appear to do so!!).  There is a 

small loco service area at one corner of the “top” of the S (right foreground of the pic below left), let’s call it 

the northwestern corner.  The ferry dock is at the opposite end of that side (far distance in the pic above 

right), on the northeastern corner (assuming it is the layout’s “western” edge that is pushed up against the 

wall), and there is a narrow “yard” along the length of that north edge between the loco shed and the ferry 

terminal (the “green” area in the pic above right), adjacent to the mainline (it’s only really the mainline loop 

tracks that are visible in the pic).  Where the mainline track runs through the “top” (north), “middle” and 

“bottom” (south) of the layout there are long passing loops, to allow for bi-directional rail traffic. 

There are numerous inter-dependent industries on the very densely-built-up promontory, and some of 

them have the cutest (kitschest?) names ever!  There’s 76 Lumber Co (which has its own fuel supply point) 
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which provides sawn timber to the Pouser Peadrick (Posture Paedic?) Furniture factory, and crates and 

pallets to the Soul Vents Paint & Solvents factory and also the Kan & Kontainer Co (which also has its own 

fuel point) and to the Sympal Simon Pies & Bakery Co, which in turn is supplied with milled grain by Grain 

Corp Milling.  Commercial Coal is the supplier of coal to the Klean Koal Electric Company (the power 

supplier).  Kan & Kontainer supplies tins to the paint factory… (and so everything is inter-linked).  Each of 

these industries, of course, has a rail siding or two, accessed off the mainline at different points, for delivery 

or collection of raw materials and finished goods by rail. 

Something that I found very curious in the beginning 

(before I started to understand the layout and its 

machinations) is that, at each end of the track (or rather, 

where it “appears” to end, in the centre of each half of 

the S), there is a “portal”.  In fact, there are two, side by 

side – and on the track plan these are labelled as 

“Clockwise – Emit” and “Clockwise – Consume” at the 

one end, and similarly “Anticlockwise” Emit and 

Consume at the other.  I had no idea what these were 

for, and wondered vaguely if they were to provide 

access to unseen staging, or perhaps provided access to 

an unseen underground loop connecting up so as to make the layout into a continuous loop or double 

figure-8.  When I did my first exploratory trip around the layout, trying to work out where everything was, I 

intentionally drove my loco down one of the tracks into the portal… and it just went on and on and on… and 

eventually the session bombed out!... and I had to exit and start again. 

The blurb at the beginning of the package describes the layout thus – “…a short line electric traction 

railroad serving several inter-dependent industries.  It is a last remnant of a once far more extensive 

traction system.”  (It seems that the US moved away from electric traction in favour of diesel? … and they 

haven’t been experiencing the type of “scrap metal recovery” that we have!!))  It also explains that “A Class 

1 railroad also has running rights over the main track”.  Aha!  That’s where the portals come in!...  Class 1 

freight trains, with diesel tractive power, suddenly “appear” out of an “emit” portal, travel the length of the 

layout in one direction or the other (either clockwise or anticlockwise) and then disappear down the 

“consume” portal on the opposite side.  These are referred to as “AI” (Artificial Intelligence) trainz (sic), and 

they appear somewhat randomly, driven by engineers with the names Charlie and Adair.  
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When you open the Bidye Railroad package, you are presented with six session options to choose from: 

1. An Explorer 

2. Easy Street 

3. Freight Train Arrival 

4. Steam Shift 

5. Twas A Dark And Stormy Night… 

6. Unstructured Multiplayer 

For the “Explorer” session, you can choose whatever loco (and wagons if you want to add them) from the 

list of “availables”, place them somewhere on the layout, and just go off exploring, checking out where the 

various industries are situated, and how to access their sidings.  There are freight wagons placed (the Yanks 

talk about them being “spotted”) at some of the industries, and you are welcome to hook these up and 

move them around.  It’s simple stuff – no time limits, no rewards, and most importantly, NO AI TRAINZ!  So 

you can just cruise around unimpeded, and become familiar with the layout.  (That’s what I was doing when 

I took my trip down the rabbit hole, ….and my loco disappeared forever!) 

Things get a little more “interesting” when you tackle “Easy Street”!  Then suddenly the AI trains start 

appearing on the scene (and in all the subsequent sessions)!  The blurb this time says “This session provides 

you with the opportunity to explore the layout and to interact with the AI trainz that circulate in both 

directions.  Use Map View and External Camera View to look out for AI trainz.  Remember that the AI trainz 

always take the right track (this scene is set in America – so they keep to the right!) when entering the 

passing loops, and that you can take control of  a single-track section by entering it before an oncoming AI 

train gets to the signal with two yellow arms in the passing loop.”  (Basically, if you can get onto the single 

track first, it’s yours to use, PROVIDED that the AI train has enough space and warning to slow down and 

stop within the passing loop, to allow you to do so!)  For this session, “you have a simple task – delivering 

the freight cars that have arrived on the ferry barge.  

Follow the instructions issued by the Yardmaster.”  

With this being an electric traction layout, the default 

switching loco for most of the sessions is a little “Box 

Electric” 4-wheeled shunter… with a pantograph!  And if 

you forget to raise the pantograph at the start of the 

session, you go nowhere.  The driver of this default loco is 

Josef (and the conductor is apparently Chuck, as the 

Yardmaster always addresses his instructions to “Chuck and 

Joe”). 

For one of the sessions (“Steam Shift” – where “your task is to 

collect all the freight cars located on the layout and place 

them on the ferry barge”), the shunting loco changes to being 

a little UP 0-6-0 TS12 steam loco and tender, under the 

pretext that the electricity supply to the layout has failed, and 

hence steam power is required.    Rather like trying to run 

trains during Load Shedding, I would imagine!  This actually 
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makes things easier, though, as with the steam loco and tender it is so much easier to remember which is 

the front and which is the back, and thus which way to turn the speed control knob when setting off!  (The 

Box Electric looks identical at both ends, and it’s very easy, when you are partway around the layout, to get 

confused as to which direction is forward and which is reverse!  It quite often takes a “start”, “stop”, 

“change direction”, and a “head off again” before you finally get going in the right direction!)  

Of course, with electric traction there needs to be an overhead catenary system… and this sometimes 

complicates matters, adding to the multitude of “lines” that are visible when viewed from overhead.  There 

is already something of a problem, in that the 

siding and yard rail tracks are all embedded 

within a concreted yard surface (the mainline 

tracks have regular sleepers and ballast, making 

them much easier to distinguish from a distance 

– as one zooms out to check on the 

whereabouts of Charlie and Adair!), while the 

sidings and yard tracks are far more obscure 

and disappear from view as you zoom out...!).  

This adds a bit to the confusion (the entries and 

exits off the mainline tracks are not neatly 

symmetrical!), meaning that one has to zoom 

out and zoom in to see where the pesky points are, and be able to set them, as the AI trainz home in on 

your location…!!! 

It’s quite an adrenaline rush, knowing that there is an AI train approaching, and that you need to clear the 

line and reset the points behind you so that he doesn’t follow you headlong into the siding or become 

derailed!  Fortunately there are no time constraints on completing these sessions, and so it is often the 

safest thing just to sit patiently and wait in the siding (after having noticed that there is an AI train [or two!] 

approaching where you need to be or get out of)… just sit and wait until the coast is clear before attempting 

to make your move!  But whenever the “inevitable” happens, and there is a collision, or a derailment, the 

session is terminated!  That’s all that happens, as far as I can see.  There’s no “black mark” or reprimand or 

punishment… the session merely terminates, and your train disappears, and then you have to start all over 

again…  And yet – the adrenaline pumps and I start 

sweating whenever AI Charlie or Adair appear!!!! 

Something else that I thought at the time was 

“interesting” when I first ran the sessions, was the 

instruction that the loco is not allowed onto the 

barge.  I assumed that this was for weight reasons.  

Fortuitously there are two unloaded flatcars stored 

on a short siding close to the ferry dock, and it’s a 

relatively simple (although tedious) arrangement to 

hook up the two flatcars and use them as “spacers” 

with which to access the freight cars waiting on the 

barge (and again when placing cars on the barge) 
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(again, it’s just like they do on Railroad Alaska!).   This also made me cautious about overloading one side of 

the barge, in case it tips over!, trying at all times to keep it reasonably balanced while loading and unloading 

it.  Then, when I ran the “Steam Shift” session, there was no requirement to make use of the flatcars… in 

fact, they were not even present in their spot on the layout.  I found this strange!  Surely the steam loco 

with its tender is far heavier than the little Box Electric?  And then, embarrassingly, it clicked! – the 

overhead catenary does not extend onto the barge!  Duh!!!!!! 

“T’was A Dark And Stormy Night…” has been 

another rather unusual session to run.  The pre-

session blurb reads as follows: “A model layout 

where it rains?  Let us pretend.  Outside it is a dark 

and stormy night.  There is thunder and lightning.  

Rain too.  And the roof of our garden shed has 

blown off…  But hey – that is not going to stop us 

playing model trainz, is it?  And by now you should 

know your way around the layout well enough, and 

how to cope with the AI trainz, even in the dark…  In 

this session you are required to make an urgent 

delivery of coal to the Power Plant” (which of course just happens to be at the furthest end of the layout!).  

The little Box Electric has headlamps, but it’s really dark out there, and the rain pours down, seriously 

hampering visibility!  And when you zoom out to try to see where Charlie and Adair are, the track in the 

darkness below you just disappears into the gloom and the cloud, and visibility is just about zero.  And then 

you’re still supposed to be able to see (guess?) where the turnouts are, and stop or slow down far enough 

away from them to be able to change them before you’re on top of them…  It certainly makes life 

“interesting”, even a little “challenging”, perhaps… 

For the “Freight Train Arrival” session, one of the dreaded AI trainz appears from the “emit” portal, and 

arrives and stops on the mainline opposite the yard.  A number of wagons are uncoupled (automatically), 

and the train moves on to continue its trip around the layout.  Meanwhile, the other AI train has set off 

from the other portal at the other end of the track…  Your task is to hook up to those wagons and then 

deliver them all to their various destinations (while dodging AI trainz, as always!).  You then receive 

additional instructions about other tasks that have to be performed (moving other wagons between 

industries, and collecting up those that need to be taken back to the yard).  Finally, you have to deliver 

those wagons to the departure track in time, waiting for the Class 1 Freight train to pick them up.  You then 

just have to attach them to the rear of Charlie’s train.  “This finishes your shift.”  Simple stuff!  Yeah – of 

course!!!...   

The only Bidye session that I have not attempted as yet (many of them I have run on a number of occasions) 

is the “Unstructured Multiplayer” one.  For this one, three locos are available (there are two other little 

electric shunters with pantographs in the “availables” list, to select from).  I’m not sure yet how the 

multiplayer thing works.  I think the idea is to link up with two of your mates for an online session (or 

perhaps you just hangout in the website’s chatroom and say “I’m keen to do…. Anyone out there keen and 

available to play now?” and see if anyone responds.  Maybe Jan K and I can try to do a multiplayer session 

sometime, rather than me going up against two American fundis who’ve been doing this for years… (Mark P 
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was apparently going to get the T:ANE programme, but also ran up against the same graphics card issue that 

I had!  Maybe he’ll join us later, and then we can do a three-way multiplayer session.)  For this session, 

there is grain, coal, logs and coil steel all loaded in or on appropriate wagons, “spotted” around the layout, 

to be delivered to the correct industries.  No doubt there would then also be additional finished products to 

be delivered elsewhere once they have been produced at the mill, the lumber factory and the tin can 

factory.  The pre-session blurb says inter alia “Work cooperatively to deliver all the commodities.”  But 

perhaps the nicest statement of all is the one right at the bottom of that blurb sheet…  It’s the one that 

reads: “No AI trainz operate.”  Yay!!!! 

Those of you with long memories might be asking – “I wonder if Brian ever managed to successfully deliver 

the coal to the Power Station in the Kickstarter Fossil Fuels session that he battled with previously?”  The 

answer, rather embarrassingly, is a “NO”…  I wasn’t prepared to spend yet another hour and a half to get to 

that point, and run the risk of getting bombed out once again!  Instead, I set up a “freestyle train” in the St 

Nicholas Yard (in the Kickstarter “Explore” session), on the very same siding from which I had had so much 

trouble previously, and, with MUCH due care and contemplation (and some backing up, I have to admit!) I 

eventually managed to get that short train past that damned red signal, and all the way round to the power 

station and into the appropriate siding for coal delivery.  So IF I had had a coal load, I could have delivered it 

successfully… but I had no coal in my wagons, and so it doesn’t count for anything!  So I guess I’ve STILL got 

to do that session properly sometime, to earn my stars and points!  *** But meanwhile I got sidetracked, 

and have been having way too much fun on the Bidye Layout to go back to running Fossil Fuels yet again, at 

this stage!  Maybe one day, when I have a couple of hours to spare, and nothing else to write about….  

***PS…  During the past month (I delayed including this article in last month’s newsletter, as it was already 

quite a full newsletter…) I have tried yet again – TWICE!!… with EXACTLY the same result!  I crept forward 

(at 2 miles an hour) out of St Nicholas Yard, VERY diligently double-checking and cross-checking the points 

settings, and the notifications about signals ahead.  Everything was green for GO!  The signal was GREEN 

(and I am definitely NOT colour-blind!), the notification was for a GREEN signal ahead, I was on the correct 

track, the points were all set correctly and automatically by the controller (“manual control is disabled for 

this junction lever”, so I couldn’t have changed them anyway… in this session it’s only when you come to do 

any switching that you have manual control over [i.e. can change] the points settings).  And once again, AS I 

crept past the (definitely!) green signal (I was watching very, very closely!), and it turned to red behind me 

(which is what is supposed to happen, and happens routinely all over), the notification “You have run a red 

signal.  This session will now be terminated…” came up yet again.  So I am now convinced that there must 

be an error in the programme…  I have tried everything I can think of, and definitely eliminated alcohol, 

carelessness and poor management as reasons for the termination.  I give up!!  I’m now moving onto 

greener pastures elsewhere…       

And some further honesty and transparency requires me to admit that I have not, as yet, successfully 

completed ANY of the sessions that I have run on the Bidye Layout…   Although I consider myself to be a 

reasonably competent “operations guy” by now, and it’s no real problem working out how to get the 

specific wagons in or out of the sidings where they need to be, that’s not the issue…  It’s those DAMNED AI 

TRAINZ driven by Charlie and Adair that seem to somehow always get in the way, pile on the pressure and 

bring out the adrenaline, and mess things up almost every time!!!  But once again I’ve been having a LOT of 

FUN trying hard to outsmart them!!....       
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Whose Layout Is This???  

(Answer to be provided in our next edition) 
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Answer to the August edition question…:  That layout was, very obviously, Colin TT’s layout.  Those photos 
were taken during a SAG visit that Colin hosted in June 2015, in happier times.  If we take the time to re-read 
the eight articles that Colin wrote for us, in previous newsletters, all about the locomotives on his layout, we 
have a superb record of how things were, when Colin was in his truly “happy space”!  For those that didn’t 
know, the certificates on the wall in the picture at bottom right were commemorating the fact that Colin’s 
was one of the layouts that were chosen for inclusion in the 2009 Model Railroad Convention (organised by 
John B), the 14th and unfortunately the last proper convention that was held in South Africa…   
PS The EMRIG layout, wherever it was located at the time, was also included as a Convention layout visit, 
and we have a similar certificate of appreciation hanging on our own wall at the club!    
   
 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By Harry Ostrofsky 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 
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 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, August Harry Ostrofsky 

…… and George challenged Harry Ostrofsky!  Harry’s article is some 36 pages long (and 30MB in size!), so I 

have split it up, and have used it over three editions, and also sometimes reducing the picture size a bit….  

Thank you again, Harry!!!! 

MISSION TO ANGOLA – Part 3 

By Harry Ostrofsky 

When we finished the Lobito inspection, we travelled by road south to the second largest city in Angola, 

Lubango the headquarters of the CFM. This is a beautiful city below a mountain with a giant statue of Christ 

with arms outstretched high above the city.   Here the workshops were similar to the others we had visited. 
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Well-equipped originally, but under-utilised due to poor maintenance and loss of skilled workers. 

 

 

 

 

Outside view of the workshops. 

Recently refurbished. Chinese loco 

in foreground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interior view of one of 

the bays 
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Above: The statue of Christ above the city to the left of the red arrow. 

Below: This workshop has its working foundry, casting small parts. Totally underutilised. 
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Small castings 

Another beautifully equipped blacksmith shop 
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Beautifully 

equipped 

laboratory, 

abandoned and 

disused, after the 

last qualified 

person left.  
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Rolling stock 
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Newly installed Chinese signal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We concluded our visit and flew that evening to Luanda for our final inspection at the CFL (or CFA 

as it sometimes called) the next day. 

  

This is what you see when you drive in to the workshops in Luanda. Notice the CFL markings on the buffer beam. 
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Old railbus, freight and passenger car. Old rivetted bogie of British manufacture. 
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Maker’s plate. 

 

Accident repairs to another Chinese locomotive. Notice the overhead crane and other facilities.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

Page 40 of 44 

 

 

 

 

Look what we found outside, and still in “working order”. 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a 1967 GM Diesel still 

in working order. This is why 

the Angolan Railways 

seemed to prefer American-

made diesel locomotives. 

The Chinese locomotives 

seemed to have been 

politically-motivated, as 

American locomotives are 

practically preferred. 

 

  

The maker’s plate showing the date 1967 and the wheel arrangement. 
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Just a last photo of a derelict rail car. 

I have many more pictures of this trip, and if later circumstances permit, I could give a talk on the subject. 

After we returned to SA we prepared our report and submitted it to the Angolans. I don’t know if they 

accepted our findings. The report found that with minimal changes they would be able to do the servicing 

of the new Locomotives. The workshops needed some repairs, especially to make the electrical system and 

some of the damaged structures safe. As I said before, most of the machinery and equipment was of British 

origin, (circa 1930 – 1950?) and was in some sort of working order. The Indian equipment was not in use, 

and I saw a Chinese lathe with a very modern look abandoned after about a year’s working. The reason was 

that when it broke, all the instructions were in Chinese, which nobody could read, so they abandoned it. 

 

 

Here are photos of the new locomotives, sourced from Google. 

They are similar to the Classes 43 and 44 in TFR. 

            ……….. and Harry has challenged………….. Jean Dulez!! 
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 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we normally include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month 

for the respective newsletter published.  But below is the revised 2020 Duty Roster as re-scheduled till the 

end of November 2020, with Lockdown now having been lifted and us currently being able to meet again, 

but obviously with everything still subject to the government’s LOCKDOWN regulations and protocols, 

and potentially subject to further review, and change at short notice.   

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone.  

Entries in Bold italics indicate a change from the original schedule.  

  Date Name   Date Name 

5 Sat 29-8 Terrence M 1 Wed 2-9 ??? 

1 Sat 5-9 Mark P 2 Wed 9-9 Colin A 

2 Sat 12-9 Mark P 3 Wed 16-9 ??? 

3 Sat 19-9 Kobus P 4 Wed 23-9 Brian D 

4 Sat 26-9 Colin A 5 Wed 30-9 Jan K 

1 Sat 3-10 William vdB 1 Wed 7-10 ??? 

2 Sat 10-10 Johan dV 2 Wed 14-10 Colin A 

3 Sat 17-10 Theuns W 3 Wed 21-10 ??? 

4 Sat 24-10 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-10 Brian D 

5 Sat 31-10 Mark P 1 Wed 4-11 ??? 

1 Sat 7-11 Mark P 2 Wed 11-11 Colin A 

2 Sat 14-11 Terrence M 3 Wed 18-11 ??? 

3 Sat 21-11 Kobus P 4 Wed 25-11 Brian D 

4 Sat 28-11 Colin A 1 Wed 2-12 ??? 

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (be careful with the one 

closest to the window[ left-hand switch powering the IR], as the right-hand switch powers the Security 
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Gate lock!!!).  

Mark, as our Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that 

need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, 

and then let Mark know what you have arranged.  

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Lockdown continues, but now at Alert Level 2……. 

 …. And not much is happening    

 All Swap Meets are cancelled until further notice 

 Weekend 26th & 27th September, TGMTE at Florida Hoerskool  IS POSTPONED TO 2021 

2020 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – …………………… (position now vacant, very sadly)    (Volunteer needed!!)   

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  
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Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2020 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT, IF 
YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID; THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN PAID BEFORE THE END OF 
MARCH, PLEASE. 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2020 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
THEY ARE BEING KEPT AT R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, AND R600,00 FOR 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.  BUT (AND ONLY IF YOU WERE A PAID UP MEMBER IN GOOD 
STANDING IN 2019) THERE IS A DISCOUNT OF 50% APPLICABLE ON THE ABOVE! 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

AND PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND 
NOT “EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE ANONYMOUS (UNIDENTIFIABLE!!) MEMBER DID THIS 
PAST YEAR… AND AGAIN THIS YEAR!!!!     


