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Chairman’s Message – August 2020 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hi there fellow EMRIG’ers … 

What a terrible month July 2020 turned out to be.  Who would have thought!  Here we are with Covid ever 

increasing, the continuation of the smoking ban, the resumption of the alcohol ban, and without a doubt, 

the most tragic news of all – the passing of two of our treasured club members and in many cases, good 

friends. 

It was a shock to hear that one day Geoff had gone into ICU with Covid, and the next day he had passed 

away.  And then, just a day later, our stalwart of EMRIG, Colin Tanner-Tremaine, from a heart attack. 

Our newsletter editor, Brian, tells me there are a number of fitting tributes to Colin and Geoff that were 

submitted by other members.  So, I do not want to say too much for fear of repeating ourselves in this 

newsletter.  

However, with regards to Geoff, he used to frequent the clubhouse every so often, but if I remember 
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correctly, he was always at one of our swap meets.  Always laughing and joking, and a character unto 

himself. We had many a laugh with regards his short stint as treasurer, I must say.  But none the less, a 

valuable person lost. 

Colin, on the other hand, was a different kettle of fish.  My first experience of Colin was when I finally joined 

EMRIG and the layout was in the Checkers centre.  More specifically, it was at one of our AGMs, and we sat 

on our own chairs in a circle in the passageway of the mall.  The mall was never really busy.  Colin was not 

very happy at that AGM, and quite rightly so, due to our lethargy.  I remember the lack of volunteers for the 

positions of Secretary and Treasurer. (Actually, it is the same to this day). But still, Colin, almost single-

handedly, was keeping the club going.  Arguably, his greatest accomplishment was getting EMRIG into shops 

in shopping malls, and also getting our Swap meets in the malls as well. 

However, Colin and I forged a great relationship, and although Colin could upset a few people (that was 

Colin), we really got on well.  It was truly a depressing day when he departed from our lives. 

Anyway, both Colin and Geoff are now, without a doubt, building (or have already built), or already joined a 

group, who are playing trains on one almighty layout somewhere... without any technical issues, I may add! 

Moving over to a short club feedback… 

I am sure many of you are just champing at the bit to get back to running some trains at the club. Myself 

maybe not so much, as I have my own layout, however, the face-to-face interaction with all of you is what is 

now missing.  It is amazing how we have Whatsapp and the like, yet we still need the one-on-one contact.  

Even just grabbing your hand for a good handshake, and a pat or rub on the back. 

Covid is well and truly with us now.  If there is ever a time that we do not open the club, it is now.  The risk 

of getting Covid now is much higher than it ever was under the 3-week lockdown.  So unfortunately, we 

urge everyone to just hold on. 

Terrence is in the know with regards to whether legally we are allowed to open or not, and according to him 

we currently are not. Also, we do not want to force our hand and jeopardise our relationship with the 

Centre management. 

So, I have to ask you all to please hold on, as much as you may want to get to the club.  Now is definitely not 

the time. 

Please stay at home if you can, enjoy this precious time you can spend with loved ones, and keep safe and 

healthy. 

Till next month, 

Happy railroading. 

Glynn Chamberlain 
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Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Sad Times For Us As A Club 

Glynn has already mentioned the passing away last month of two of our members – Colin TT and Geoff 

Kingsburgh.  We have since also learnt of the recent passing away of Louis van den Berg, Oom Herman from 

Centurion (a regular visitor at Swap Meets), and Gert van Vuuren, Curator of the Rovos Rail Museum, all 

active members of the railway community.  Sad times, indeed… 

No Swap Meets 

Mervyn Mark has announced through his newsletter that there will be no further Gauteng Swap Meets un-

til further notice (probably only next year?), due to the Lockdown and Covid-19 impact, which looks like it 

will still be with us for a long time to come.  Guys, we can’t afford to take chances with group gatherings…    

But in the meantime, please keep supporting our regular traders, and our hobby shops.  Our “local boys” 

are all listed in the February 2020 edition of our newsletter.  There are contact details for most of the other 

local suppliers on our club website, under “Suppliers” in the menu.   

You can get stuff from Craig Cloke on mail order (if you are not on his mailing list, check out his website 

www.craigsmodels.co.za and ask to be added).  Mervyn is selling from home (and offers tea and coffee if 

you come to collect!), and sends out periodic emails with batch and special offers.  I know for a fact that 

Hobbies and Models in Kensington is open (been there).  I expect that @Trainz is too.  Kobus has stock!  

And Niel and JohnB are just a phone call away…   Remember to wear your masks!! 

Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library (in a blue 

file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something urgent that you need to be notified about. 

http://www.craigsmodels.co.za/
http://www.emrig.co.za/
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Colin Tanner-Tremaine: A Tribute 

By Terrence Marx 

My first meeting with Colin TT was back in 2011 when EMRIG was still 

located in the Pick n Pay shop. I had moved to Benoni and was looking to 

join a train club.  I went down to the club for to see if I wanted to join.  He 

was running his English trains, and we chatted for a while.  I don’t know 

who else was present that day, but he was the standout guy.  He made 

enough of an impression that I joined EMRIG.  

My first impression of Colin was that he was a tall, loud Englishman who 

spoke his mind and wasn’t afraid to do it.  His presence could be seen 

and heard partly due to his height and partly to his voice.   

Colin was the type of person who knew how he wanted things done (he 

wanted them done RIGHT!) and he was very set in his ways when he had 

an idea of how things should be, much to the aggravation and frustration 

of some of the members, including me, on a number of occasions. That 

did not mean that he was selfish in his outlook, vision and dream for EMRIG.  He held the club very close to 

his heart and I understand there was a time when EMRIG was going through a lean patch as far as 

leadership was concerned and he stepped in and took over the reins for a number of years.  I do not know 

that history, so forgive me if I have it wrong in any way.  I stand to be corrected.  

Over the last few years TT slowly let go of the club management, but as much as he wanted to let go, he 

found it very hard. I saw, and experienced, that he was a manager, and for him as a manager, to let go was 

sometimes very hard. I remember with fond memories the great (lively!) conversation we had about the 

painting of the New Bridge (which Colin had designed) from red oxide to battleship grey. What a fun 

experience that was!  I can say that now, but back then it was a major headache.  The bridge is beautiful 

and I think even he was secretly happy with it.  That incident brings a smile to my face as I write this; I think 

we all feel that way now.   

   

He was open-minded as far as model railways were concerned and with him anything went, as long as it 
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was running properly.  If it wasn't, he invariably wanted to fix it.  He had very high standards in this regard. 

Not being able to fix something was both a challenge and an aggravation to him. He kept abreast of 

technology, and his considerable railway knowledge far outstripped mine.  He invariably confused me when 

he was talking electronics, but he would patiently explain so that I could understand what he was trying to 

say; he never got impatient, and for 

that I am grateful. 

Colin had a wonderful sense of 

humour; it was sharp right up to the 

end, the real typical Englishman.  He 

was a very mild-mannered person 

and generous with his time, when he 

was not busy with club things. I had 

many a conversation with him where 

we would just talk.  Many of these 

conversations happened when I was 

on the committee, during times 

which were very stressful for me 

personally.  I often turned to him for 

guidance, and, in those times, he 

never once forced his opinion on me.  

Running EMRIG is no easy task, and 

when things change as they did from the old to the new, there are invariably hiccups, and I could always 

push his button for advice. I am going to miss those days because I learnt a lot about management from him.  

Colin was an expert electrician and he had a touch with scenery.  I only wish I can be half as good as he was 

and, even if I live a thousand years, I know I never will be. He had the most beautiful layout whose 

operation was faultless.  I saw it on a number of occasions, and it is something I would aspire to.  

 

We could all see in the last few years how Colin could not sit still and how, when he was retired by his job, 
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he got old in front of us.  I recall one Saturday at the old club room, the one before we came to where we 

are now, where he was working under the crossover that goes to the branch line, and he came up from 

under the layout and he looked very ill.  We all knew he was getting old, and that the machinery was tiring.  

I think over the last 12 months or so we could see that Colin was aging fast.  He was tired and we did not 

always understand that.  We could all see that his failing health had left him fragile, but that never stopped 

him from doing what he could for the club. 

I never got to see Colin recently due to the Lockdown, so my last conversation with him was “see you next 

week at the club” the Saturday before we closed.  Covid unfortunately overtook us all, and his and Geoff’s 

departures were so sudden and unexpected over that black weekend where we lost two fine modellers. 

They still had so much to give, but their train whistles blew and their trains left the station, leaving nothing 

but an empty space and the departing sights and sounds of their fading and distant memories.  Colin’s 

Legacy in EMRIG will be standing for a long time; he made his mark on the club, and that mark will be felt 

for decades more.  

I do not know what the future holds for his modules and his trains, but whatever that may be, I hope they 

find a good home and that they are respected for the craftsmanship, dedication and the hours that he put 

into them. I hope the modeller who gets them will be mindful of the man and of his memory when they 

work with them.  

I wish to say to Rosemary and the rest of the family that we at EMRIG appreciated her allowing Colin to be a 

part of The Legacy of the club, and to thank them for putting up with all the good and bad times we used to 

give him; and for allowing us to share in a friendship at their house when we were there.  

You were a great old codger, TT, and I will miss seeing you at the club and at the swap meets. Thank you for 

everything you did for EMRIG 

and for the memories I have of 

you.  We will miss you.  

Long may you run… 

 

JohnB and Jimmy were going to 

attend the memorial service for 

Colin, but in the end it was 

“family-only allowed”, and so 

they were not able to do so.  

There were only eight people in 

attendance at the service, and a 

further 52 of us attending re-

motely via Zoom.  But John ob-

tained a copy of the funeral bul-

letin (below) for us afterwards, 

for which we are grateful… 
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Geoffrey Kingsburgh: A Tribute  

By Brian Clark (member of SAG and GFG) 

Geoff’s interest in Model Railways spans many years.  He was a long-

term member of the Saturday Afternoon Group (SAG) which is a group 

of model train enthusiasts in Gauteng and who met monthly. He was 

also a long-standing member of EMRIG (Eastern Model Railway Interest 

Group), having joined up in March 2009. 

My friendship developed with Geoff gradually over the years.  He was 

about to embark on a massive project to build a model railway layout in 

his specially prepared 15m x 6m room.  He had frustrations about the 

fact that his train room had become a storage facility for furniture.  In 

2016, Geoff’s plans were put into action. He had learned that I had 

spent my whole railway career in the Operating and Planning 

departments of the South African Railways. He engaged me in 

discussion and in planning his enormous layout.  During my subsequent 

visits to his home, I learned more about Geoff.  He was generally easy-

going, and quite hospitable.  He was generous.  His completed future 

layout was to be for the operation of like-minded model train 

enthusiasts and not simply for his own personal pleasure. 

He was an active resident within the local neighbourhood municipality in his residential area, and he was 

also involved in the local Park Run activities and arrangements.  He had a mind-set which was strong and he 

knew ‘what was right’ and ‘what was wrong’.  

Geoff had spent many years in the South African Airways as a Captain and if there was anything anyone 

wanted to know about the Boeing aircraft and what it was like to fly one, Geoff knew all about it.  He knew 

the details of the different models of Boeing 747 aircraft and had flown each of them until he retired.  His 

son, living in Texas, was visited during his flights to the U.S.A.  This was a bonus for Geoff, because he was 

able to source so many items for his envisaged model railroad layout that he would build one day. 

Every single item he had ever bought for model trains, was meticulously listed digitally, and categorised, 

with its price and the place of purchase.  As the stored furniture moved out, he realised just how many 

cupboards needed to be emptied and repacked so that he could ‘find’ what he was looking for!  His work 

had begun!  Marianne, his wife, encouraged him to keep at it, and she was pleased to see that Geoff was 

now progressing with his dream layout at last. 

The layout was planned to fit against the four walls of the room, with two centre peninsulas.  Aisle widths 

and space for the curved turns at the ends of the peninsulas had to be sufficient.  Geoff lacked no hardware 

or electronic equipment to cut and fit the supporting framework for the baseboards, to check levels, the 

width of the aisles and the distances between his planned layout features.  The work was begun with 

earnest determination.  Geoff knew how to use his tools, and nothing was going to get him down.  Any 
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changes that he wanted or needed to make were a case of “no problem!”  

We have seen that he did need help from other specialists in the hobby to ensure the electrical work for 

Digital Command Control was correctly installed.  There were also changes to the original plans as to where 

the main features of the layout would be located.  Very recent communication between me and Geoff in 

July 2020 showed that he was working hard and progressing very well.  

Geoff always had a positive outlook. Some irritation might be noticed when he was interrupted with items 

not on his personal agenda, or which may cause him to deviate from his planned activity.  He was always 

pleasant and amenable to suggestions.  He told me he had caught a mild cold while working on his car in 

the garage during the week.  His doctor saw him on Monday.  He was not put on the danger list. Para-

Medics had to suddenly and urgently transport him to hospital on Wednesday night.  He spent his last hours 

fighting Covid-19 in the Intensive Care Unit and passed away early on Friday morning, 10th July 2020.  

The model train fraternity who knew Geoff will remember him as one who recently was frustrated by being 

immobilised after a shoulder replacement procedure.  We will remember Geoff for his enthusiasm and 

interest in the model train clubs.  We will remember Geoff as being one of us who was so suddenly, literally 

wrenched out of our associations during this pandemic.  The gap he leaves in Marianne’s life and in the lives 

of his family members will be one that is remembered with great sadness, even amongst us.  We share the 

grief with Geoff’s family. 

+++ 

Additional tributes… 

 

… From Colin Anstis……. 

As I have only been a member of EMRIG for the past six years, I only had this short time to get to know 

ColinTT.  My first impressions were somewhat mixed, as I heard him telling off members (including myself) 

for misusing the control panel, running trains the wrong way, putting petrol tankers right behind steam en-

gines, etc., but as I soon learnt, his bark was worse than his bite, and all of this needed to be taken in good 

faith with a bit of ignorance and humour thrown in. 

On the serious side, I learnt most of what I know about DCC from Colin, having never before run my trains 

with this system.  He also supplemented my knowledge of electric systems for train layouts, for which I am 

eternally grateful, or else my little layout would have been just a train going round and round. 

I also appreciated his commitment to EMRIG, even when he went back to work and during the period of his 

ill health, his constant liaison with the Northmead Mall on behalf of the club, and his giving of model rail-

roading advice freely and to all who asked. 

He will be missed for all of this, plus much more, but I am sure there are other members with much more to 

say.  The club will be a sad place without him. 
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… From Ralph Davey….. 

Colin was extremely dedicated and proud of the EMRIG organisation. 

Colin worked hard, and often on his own, to get venues and keep venues for the club to operate. 

When I joined EMRIG we moved a few times between the sites in Benoni. His tireless efforts and consulta-
tion with the mall’s management ensured that we had a venue to operate in. 

I approached Colin with the idea of hosting swap meets. He listened to my reasoning and request, and 
agreed to co-support the idea.  It was initially not seen as a good venture by all club members at the AGM 
that year, but we pursued it.  It subsequently became the most popular of the swap meets. 

We often had work sessions at Colin’s home, where he stored the modules when there was no site availa-
ble for the club to set up a layout.  

Colin was always willing to assist anyone on electronic queries, design queries etc., for model railway lay-
outs. 

He did small things that meant a lot to a person. For example, when I could no longer continue my mem-
bership of EMRIG due to personal reasons, he lobbied for me to still be on the club magazine mailing list for 
a year or two.  His reasoning was to keep me interested in the club and for me to rejoin at a later stage. 

Colin was a proud father and husband, and always spoke highly of his family. 

Colin will be missed by us all. 

RIP Colin. 

 

… From Jimmy Mattushek 

Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

I first met Colin about 9 or 10 years ago, when the club was in the Pick and Pay shop before moving to the 
Checkers Centre.  That was when I joined EMRIG.  Colin was a person who taught me all about model trains. 
He was always willing to take time out to explain the electronics of the digital system, and the other wizard-
ry and gadgets that could go with model trains.  Colin always took time to show me how the operating of 
the trains on the layouts should work.  Colin was always happy to impart his knowledge on layout design, 
and the pros and cons of going down certain routes.  I will be forever grateful for this knowledge.  Colin led 
the club as chairman with diligence, and held the club and members together. 

Dianne also got on well with Colin.  He always was very polite to Dianne.  Dianne and I were very sad at his 
passing, and we both feel that we have lost someone who became ingrained into our lives through model 
trains.  

We will certainly miss Colin. 
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 Geoff Kingsburgh 

Geoff and I had some common interests, being – Trains, Airplanes and John Deere Equipment.  Through our 
time at the club I always enjoyed his company, and his stories about his travels.  His dress in his American 
Train Engineer’s overall and his Engineer’s cap when he visited the swap meets was always a talking point 
between Dianne and I.  I always found Geoff to be very polite to Dianne and he certainly acted like a gen-
tleman in our company. 

I certainly will miss him and our conversations, including those on the WhatsApp, on many subjects, besides 
model trains. 

  

… From Brian Dawson……. 

I sat next to Geoff Kingsburgh during tea at the SAG layout visit to Dave Flockhart in May 2019.  I’ve known 

him as a very regular SAG member for a few years, ever since I joined SAG in 2014.  He attended every SAG 

meeting, always decked out in his “engineer’s” dungarees and cap, and we chatted, albeit superficially, on 

numerous occasions.  Of course I knew Geoff through EMRIG too, from his occasional appearances at the 

club (sometimes showing his grandchildren around); Geoff hobbling around in a moonboot after falling off 

a ladder while putting up election posters; Geoff having tripped and fallen into his swimming pool and in-

juring himself and drowning his cellphone in the process; Geoff with his arm in a sling after his shoulder 

ligament operation…  I knew that he was not a frequent user of our club facilities, but when we tentatively 

considered holding an Operating Session on the EMRIG layout (in Shop 23), Geoff was the first to put his 

hand up and say that he wanted to be involved!  He was definitely an “operations” man, hence his deter-

mination to get on and build the MoNyUp layout, despite his “rather advanced” age!   

At Dave’s place, I heard Geoff talking about his layout, and saw him showing some photos on his phone to 

the guy sitting on the other side of him.  I asked if I could also see the pics… and just went “WOW!!” as he 

scrolled through pic after pic after pic, with very evident pride!  That’s how I knew he was busy working on 

the MoNyUp, which at that stage still only consisted of the benchwork.  I kept bugging him, asking if we 

could do an EMRIG layout visit to his place, and he asked for a bit more time, to get a bit more done before 

allowing us to come and see what he was achieving.  Then, at the beginning of the year, he volunteered his 

layout for a SAG visit on 18th April… but, of course, Lockdown prevented that from happening.  I told him 

how disappointed I was at not getting to see his efforts, and that’s when he offered to write about it in-

stead!  … and provided us with two very detailed articles (in our June and July 2020 editions) describing his 

efforts, and also some of the trials and tribulations he experienced along the way. 

He told me that, as an airline pilot (flying 747s “in the days before computers started to fly airplanes”) he 

flew regularly to the States, and spent his S&T money on buying trains and models, rather than wasting it 

on extravagant hotels and fancy food and booze, carrying them back through customs in his overnight bag! 

And in this way he built up his collection, and had everything he needed for his MoNyUp layout, most of it 

still in its boxes.  

I didn’t know Geoff particularly well (how many of us did?), but I was most impressed by his commitment 

and dedication when he decided to do something!   He didn’t often attend or assist with Swap Meets, be-
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cause he was busy organising the local Parkrun, or else involved in Ward Committee meetings, or busy do-

ing something else that really mattered to him and his family, but he would pop in when he could.  Alt-

hough he was not really a very “active” member of EMRIG, I’m going to miss his loud cheerfulness and en-

thusiasm for anything that doesn’t just go “round and round”!    R.I.P., Geoff!!  

 

Because ColinTT pretty much ran EMRIG single-handed at the time that I joined the club, to me he was “Mr 

EMRIG”!  He seemed to put his heart and soul into running and ensuring the viability of EMRIG as a club.  

He had procedures for everything (to ensure that things were done properly!), a task list for every project 

that needed to be undertaken, and a plan to ensure that things happened.  And the more I got to know 

him, and know about him, the more I realised that that was who and what he was – ordered, structured, 

and driven!  It turned out that a very good friend of mine (when I happened in passing to mention ColinTT 

by name) had been a friend of Colin & Rosemary for more than 20 years!  Their families had holidayed to-

gether at the Blue Marlin in Scottburgh in April for all those years – their timeshare weeks just happening 

to coincide – my friend also being an electrical engineer, and so they had become friends over the years, 

always looking forward to their fiercely-contested annual bowls competition!  Just last year, my wife and I 

were able to join with Colin and Rosemary, and my friend Les and his wife Pam, for drinks at the Blue Mar-

lin, when we also happened to be down at the South Coast at the same time as they all were… 

Although in the beginning I thought Colin to be a bit “bossy”, I very quickly developed a tremendous re-

spect for his knowledge of pretty much everything relating to model trains, his dedication and commitment 

to the hobby and the club, and for all that he had contributed to the club and the hobby through his many 

years of involvement.  It is because of Colin’s good relationship with the management of Northmead Mall 

(where he once had his own consulting offices) that we are today able to enjoy our tenure there as a club. 

Colin always encouraged me as I re-started my own venture into model railroading, always assisting, advis-

ing, sometimes joking, but never belittling my woeful knowledge of the hobby or the subject matter, but 

rather explaining and making constructive suggestions, and offering compliments rather than criticisms. 

I felt truly honoured when Colin invited me to bring my own British trains, and come and run them on his 

layout after his own computerised demonstration, when he hosted the last SAG layout visit that we have 

been able to hold this year, on 21st March, just days before Lockdown started.  …and then I embarrassed 

myself by very nearly running into one of his prized locos when I didn’t notice that he had decided to bring 

his own train into the yard, which required cutting across my path.  I should have seen the red signal!  

“That’s what they’re there for, Mr Dawson!!  You should be looking out!”  Although he could be very forth-

right when occasion demanded it, he chided in a very friendly and fatherly manner… 

I last saw Colin during Lockdown, just over a week before he passed away, when I went to fetch the piece 

of plywood that he had offered me.  I admired the superb work that he was doing, making up the new con-

trol board for Quarndon Station (I wonder how far he got with it?), and we compared hairstyles (he hadn’t 

cut his hair since Lockdown started, whereas I had recently done so) (he was the one who had earlier ad-

dressed me as “O hairy one” in one of his emails to me!), and chatted and joked before I took my leave and 

left him to get on with his latest project…   And that was ColinTT – always busy, involved, knowledgeable, 

committed, generous, friendly and welcoming!       Thank you, Colin!  R.I.P.!!          
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The MoNyUp Layout Story – Part ……. 

By …………… sadly, no more  

Editor’s Note: The day after the July edition of the newsletter was published, Geoff Kingsburgh and I had a 

short conversation on Whatsapp.  He wrote the following…. “Morning Brian.  Do you want a follow up on 

the MoNyUp story for the August newsletter?  Will be happy to oblige with Part 3.”  Of course I said “Yes 

Please!  ”.  He then said: “Hope you and all the EMRIGGERS are enjoying my progress and faux pas.”  I 

replied: “I certainly am!  Have you had any feedback from any other members?”  His reply was “Only from 

Brian Clark.”  … and that’s regrettably where our last conversation ended…   

But that same day, Johnny Everitt from KZN (friend of John Burkhardt and an occasional visitor to our 

Operations sessions) contacted me, and asked if he might comment on Geoff’s latest article, even though he 

is not an EMRIG member.  I told him he was very welcome to comment, and to send it to me by email so that 

I could include it in the next newsletter.  He then sent me a number of photos on Whatsapp, the significance 

of which I did not at the time fully appreciate.  Three days later (on 8th July) he sent his email, and that 

evening I spent a while “tidying it up” for publication, and inserting the photos in the appropriate places etc.  

I intended to then send it on to Geoff, so that he could preview it, and benefit from Johnny’s comments 

without having to wait for the next newsletter edition to be published…  Regrettably, I didn’t do it 

immediately,… and the following day Geoff was in ICU, and sadly passed away the day after…    

Unfortunately, and now very sadly, there won’t ever be a Part 3 to Geoff’s MoNyUp story… but we do at 

least have Johnny’s very informative “Letter to the Editor” (below), in response to Geoff’s last  article…. 

 

A Letter To The Editor!!!  TURNOUTS / POINTS and MOTORS 

Responding to Geoff Kingsburgh’s MoNyUp Layout Part # 2 *EMRIG July 2020+ 

By Johnny Everitt 

 Greetings Brian / EMRIG Members, 

 ( 1 ) 

I refer to the above article and in having enjoyed Geoff’s experiences and progress in respect of track-
work and Turnout [OK: Points!] electrics, may I make a small / simple additional contribution to assist in 
avoiding expensive *Point-Motor Burn-Out* and other inherent original PECO design-fault travails! 

No matter how many decades one has been into MR-ing, one always learns from others through their 
experiences, your EMRIG Group’s newsletter being the perfect forum!  Work programmes that us Old-
Timers now take for granted may be another’s sense of frustration and concern!     
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 ( 2 ) 

I have used PECO Track and Points since the early-70s, this company being a recognised Leader in this 
important sector of our Hobby.  As a North American modeller, I now only use PECO’s high-quality, but 
comparatively fragile, Code # 83 ….. Know that my initial track-laying endeavours were an expensive disaster!  

Until more recent times, I took the view that although PECO was / is a Leader in track-work, its related 
*Electrics* and Accessories fell way behind that which were available from the USA. Fortunately, this HAS 
changed to an extent, but specifically, relating to Geoff’s article, the dated plastic sub-baseboard Point-
Motor [P-M] Mounting-Plate is a case in point. 

In the days when the Ark set-sail, we were forced to cut out the dreaded rectangle to be able to mount the 
excellent and robust Twin-Solenoid P-M below the Point. This HAD to be done as the length of the P-M 
Actuator-Pin [A-P] was ridiculously short (an absolutely silly original design-fault), there being no Extension-
Kit available in those Biblical times!  If one was to attempt to be realistic by way of a sub-baseboard P-M 
installation, one had to take the respective thicknesses of the mounting-plate, the baseboard and the track-
underlay (being cork or that awful, eventually disintegrating foam!) into consideration…. How PECO 
expected one to achieve this with the short A-P has always been beyond me!  Further, over time, the solid 
action of the P-M and its metal tags versus the Point’s plastic P-M attachment slots usually meant that 
the Point’s Ties *OK: Sleepers!+ failed, and the P-M broke free. All-in-all, a brain-dead design that defied 
rational understanding and which did NOT lend itself to years of reliable service. 

OK: I can now refer to the photos that I sent to you by Whatsapp…. 
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When the Durban Modular Railroaders [DMR] was formed during the mid-80s, the young [!], good-looking 
and highly intelligent DMR Brains-Trust at the time sat down and designed the PC-Mounting Board  and  a 
custom-made A-P Extension-Kit. This reduced the thickness of a sub-baseboard mounting, and only 
required the drilling of a 10mm hole. As may be seen, in using a PC-Board, the wiring immediately became 
neat and easy. I cannot recall WHEN PECO actually made its own A-P Extension-Kit available, but I do 
believe that along with the use of the PC-Mounting Board, the DMR was ahead of the design curve.  In fact, 
in making an A-P Extension Kit available years later, PECO was tacitly admitting that an original design-fault 
had been made.  Ultimately, PECO increased the length of the A-P (I ask you… how bloody SIMPLE in 
concept!) and this is what is available today. Why it persists with the offering of a short A-P defies 
understanding…  All it now requires is for the *Long* A-P [PL-10 E] to be trimmed to whatever length one 
requires.  I am open to correction, but I do believe that PECO has stopped making the now redundant and 
obsolete Extension-Kit. 

As to why PECO itself has not taken up on and offered its own PC-Mounting Board type (now generally well 
known), also defies one’s understanding! 

[NB: If so required, the PC-Mounting Boards as seen in the photos can be sourced from the Writer]. 

For ease of assembly, and being in conjunction with a Capacitor-Discharge Unit [C-DU], each DMR 
module(s)’ owner used the tried-and-trusted *Hot-Pencil* Point control method.  If you were upper-class 
and had money to burn (excuse the pun!), one could purchase and use Push-to-Make Push-Buttons.   
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( 3 ) 

In association with the PC-Mounting Boards wiring as seen in the photos, the expensive *Burning-Out* of P-
Ms can easily be avoided.  In these modern times, one MUST use a C-DU to control Twin-Coil Solenoid P-Ms. 
Yes: the C-DU itself does offer a degree of built-in protection against Burn-Out, but it is not totally *Idiot-
Proof*!  Ja-well-no-fine!: for the record, and purely for reasons of self-preservation, none of my fellow 
Operators are… ummmmm… Idiots! 

When designing a layout, we all try to make aisles that are wide enough to allow for Operators to 
comfortably push / shove past one another!  However, as the years rush past, our well-intended design 
allocation is soundly defeated as the Operators THEMSELVES become wider (the Writer is excluded from 
this malaise… of course!). Many a P-M has met with a fiery-end, the strong smell of cordite hanging thick in 
the air following an attempt to carry out the *Push-and-Shove* aisle-dance!  Then there are the 
unplanned BS-Sessions that require the rotund ones to lean up against the facia or control-panel for 
extended vertical support!  Yes, I DO speak from experience on BOTH counts! 

 

As may be seen in the one photo (above), my facia has three coloured push-buttons for Point control: White 
and Red and Green [White: Closed / Normal, and Red: Thrown / Diverging] and Green. To activate either the 
White or Red Push-Button, the GREEN Push-Button must be depressed at the SAME time to complete / 
activate the C-DU circuit, which, at any other time, is a *Dead* circuit. This additional, simple wiring is, 
therefore, a reliable Double-Protection against P-M Burnout!  A number of Green Push-Buttons are located 
in a given section of the facia, and can be depressed to activate any Point as located on the layout in that 
given section.  Yes: it IS a bit of an over-kill, but in both of my layouts (at Durban and Nottingham Road), I 
have at least 4 x C-DUs located at strategic places around the layout, each with its own power-feed. 

With this added Green Push-Button Double-Protection wiring, I have NEVER had a P-M Burn-Out, and in 
having installed a number of C-DUs in each layout, there is no C-DU re-charge delay in selected Point 
activation. 
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F Y I:  I have chosen to use PECO Twin-Solenoid P-Ms for Points [Code 83 #6] as located in Local / 
Station track-work and TORTOISE Slow-Action P-Ms for Points [Code 83 #8] as located out on the 
Mainline.  All my Points are Electro-Frog, as controlled by DCC Hex Frog-Juicer Circuit-Boards.  In turn, all 
the Hex Frog-Juicers and the DCC Power-Districts are protected by Circuit-Breakers. 

 ( 4 ) 

In Closing: 

With reference to Geoff’s *Them (Good) Ol’ 
Days* pricing… during the early-80s, I established a 
dedicated MR-ing Hobby Shop [*Track + Trestle*] 
and can vouch for his stated prices of R1.95 – 
R2.50 / PECO Twin-Solenoid P-Ms [@R1.60 / 
UK£1.00].  Athearn and Roundhouse Boxcars @ 
R2.75 each… I kid you not!  I recall that a packet of 
6 x Kadee #5 couplers was sumfink like an eye-
watering R3.75!  

I recently managed to rummage around deeply 
here in the antiquated storage boxes of the 
Nottingham + Spring Grove RR [N+SG RR] and lo-
and-behold, I found an *Old* P-M with the price 
sticker that indicates that the ZAR was already on 
the slippery-slope, being at the exorbitant rip-off 
price of R12.95!  

I clearly remember that the two MOST expensive 
items for sale in my shop were the Rivarossi BIG 
BOY @ R220.00 and the Fleischmann Turn-Table @ 
R250.00! 

I thank you for the opportunity of 
contribution, and wish all of you much Happy MR-
ing and OpS!  I hope / trust that these lousy days 
of Lockdown will soon end so we can get back to 

the enjoyment of MR-OpS and MR-Socialising ! 

Regards, Johnny Everitt, Nottingham Road, KZN 

Editor’s Notes:  

Johnny’s contact number (which he provided) has been withheld due to our newsletters being placed in the 
public domain, but can be obtained from the Editor on request (pending Johnny’s permission, of course). 

John Burkhardt attended the opening of Johnny’s Nottingham & Spring Grove Rail Road (to which we Ops 
Group members were invited by Johnny – unfortunately it clashed with our December 2019 Swap Meet 
date), and wrote an article about his experience – see our January 2020 newsletter (Pages 15 – 18) for 
John’s illustrated report.   
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MY MODEL RAILROAD HOBBY AND HOME LAYOUT 
– Cascade Creek Logging and Sawmill Operations 

 

By Brian Messenger (The HOn3 guy in Knysna!)  

  
Editor’s Note: Brian Messenger is a friend of Johnny Everitt (writer of the Letter to the Editor in response to 
Geoff Kingsburgh’s Points Motors problem above), and is also known to John Burkhardt.  Johnny posted 
some pics of Brian’s Knysna layout in one of our chat groups, and I was so impressed with Brian’s 
workmanship that I asked Johnny if he would ask Brian if I could use some of them in the newsletter.  Johnny 
spoke to Brian, and Brian emailed me, and we have since been chatting… and the result is this article from 
Brian, featuring just one small portion of his layout.  I am hoping that there will be more to come for future 
editions…!!!  
 
I have been in the hobby of model trains for more than 50 years, and during that time I have built various 
layouts.  I owned and operated a Hobby Shop in Cape Town for almost 20 years.  When I sold the business, I 
retired to Knysna on the Garden Route. 
  
What I enjoy the most about this hobby is the creativity of it.  You have to know a bit about everything like 
carpentry, electrical, design, scenery, building and planning, to name a few. You don't have to be an "expert" 
at them. 
  
I do a lot of scratch-building, both of buildings and rolling stock.  I also modify vehicles, figures and rolling 
stock to suit my needs for the layout. 
  
As in real life, everything must be weathered to look well-used.  One must always look around to see how it 
looks in the real world, and then do that in your scale model.  Wherever one looks, there is rust, dirt, rain 
damage, or buildings in need of repair, for example.  My layout reflects what one sees in real life. 
  
I have always believed that this is a lifetime hobby and if you don't feel like working on it for a period of 
time, it will still be there when you return to it. 
 
A lot of modellers start with a table tennis-sized table for the layout, and grow from there.  I did this as a 
youngster. 
  
This is how it all started in Knysna in a converted single car garage in December 2017…  
 
I had a 22ft x 12ft layout in Cape Town, in a dedicated room for the layout. This was taken down and parts 
of it were saved and taken to its new home in Knysna.  I had decided that the old layout was too big, and 
designed a new double-deck to fit in the converted garage of 14ft x 11ft. This layout is all freelance on both 
levels.   
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This pic was taken about two years ago… 
 
The lower level uses a lot of D&RGW locomotives and rolling stock.  The upper level is all logging, with 2 
Shays, 2 Heislers, a freight galloping goose, and a 2-6-6-2 mallet which is used to haul long log trains.  There 
is a log loading area which then sends the loaded logs on a journey twice around the layout, to the yard at 
Cascade Creek. There are other small industries along the way like an oil facility, lumber rack and stock pens, 
just to add a bit of diversity.   
 
The upper level is 62 inches off the floor, and the lower level is 46 inches from floor level.  There are LED 
strip lights under the valances all the way around the layout. 
  
This layout is a double-deck layout in HO scale (1/87 ratio). I model in HOn3 which is 3 foot narrow gauge. 
The top shelf is 12 inches wide, with a continuous loop all around the level and the lower level is 24 inches 
wide. The upper and lower levels do not connect.  The whole upper level will be called Cascade Creek 
Railroad. 
  
The next four 
photos illustrate 
different 
aspects of Camp 
4, a log loading 
area on the 
upper level… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 

Page 20 of 49 

 

 
 

 
This next photo is of the almost completed log loading area, where the logs are loaded onto log cars for 
shipment by rail to the sawmill near Cascade Creek. The logs are brought in from the forests by road to this 
loading area. 
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A log skidder at Camp 4 (a Rusty Rails kit) 

 
Logging operations on the upper level at Camp 4. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 22 of 49 

 

 
One of my Heisler locos in action. The log trucks are converted Rivarrossi log trucks. 

 
 
And here below is the sawmill at Cascade Creek… 
 

 
The sawmill is a kit-bashed FSM kit with full interior and lights. 
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Close-up of the sawmill building 

 

 
A PFM 2-6-6-2 mallet type rod locomotive for pulling long (10 wagon) log trains. 
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All my locomotives use the Lenz DCC (digital command control) system, with full sound, lights, and bells and 
whistles.  
 

 
The town of Cascade Creek, still under construction 

 
This layout is designed to be used by 3 operators at the same time, each with their own controller. 
 
There was an article published, with a few photos of my layout, in the Knysna / Plett Herald last year in 
March.  I also have had two articles with photos appear in electronic magazines overseas – MRH magazine 
and The Modelers Journal. 
 
The model train hobby is alive and active here.  We have 6 layouts that I know of (of all different prototype 
and scales) here just in Knysna alone. 
 
I have a data-base with contact details of 20 model train enthusiasts between George and Plettenberg Bay.  
We (11 of us) are building an ‘N’ scale layout for display in a shopping center in Main Street in Knysna. It is 
currently about 90% complete.  It will be moved into a shop front after lockdown is over and it’s completed. 
 
Next month I’m hoping that we will be able to feature another of the areas on BrianM’s layout….  
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Locomotives, Engines and Trains seen on my Model Railway  

Part 8          by Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

Editor’s Note: When I visited ColinTT on Thursday 2nd July to collect the piece of off-cut plywood that he had 

offered me, he looked to be in fine good health, working on the control panel for Bob Woodhead’s station in 

his workshop.  He told me he had been working on the Part 8 article for this series, and hoped to have it 

finished in a few days so that he could get on with another “Covid Lockdown” article, describing the control 

panel project, inter alia…  I had checked my emails early on Friday morning 10th July, but not again that day, 

or over the weekend.  On Saturday morning I learned (only once I had arrived at Chamdor for the day) that 

Colin had passed away, and I was devastated.  On the Monday morning I again checked my emails, and was 

DELIGHTED to find that, on the Friday – just the day before he suddenly passed away – Colin had sent to me 

this “Part 8” article, for inclusion in this newsletter!  Thank you, Colin!  R.I.P.  Job well done, faithful 

contributor!!!  This will sadly make a fitting end to your wonderful and highly informative series… 

PART 8   Stanier Pacifics of the LMS   

The Princess Royals 

Following on from Part 7 that covered my models of Stanier’s 4-6-0 medium-powered work-horses, I now 

describe his 4-6-2 Pacifics “Princess Royal” and “Princess Coronation” Duchess class locos. When Stanier 

became the Chief Mechanical Engineer of the LMSR, his brief was to produce a new range of steam 

locomotives suitable for all duties.  These Pacifics were to be the mainline express locomotives; the first to 

be produced was “Princess Mary”, followed by “Princess Elizabeth”, “Princes Margaret” and 10 others, all 

built at Crewe works between 1933-1935.  These locomotives had 4 cylinders, and were built to have the 

capacity to cover the 401 miles between London and Glasgow non-stop. They were one of the most 

powerful steam locos built in Britain, and were capable of hauling trains of 500 tons from London to 

Scotland non-stop. To replenish their water tanks they had tender-mounted scoops that could pick up 

water, without stopping, from the water troughs between the rails. 

 

 



 

Page 26 of 49 

 

 

My model is that of 6208, Princess Helena Victoria, as supplied by Hornby. The prototype was out-shopped 

from Crewe Works on the 31st August 1935. When British Railway took over (nationalization of) the LMS, all 

its locos numbers were prefixed with a 4, so my model is numbered 46208. It is a Hornby model with 

factory-fitted genuine sound, motor and gearbox in the boiler, and decoder and speaker in the tender. 

Electrical pickups are on all drivers and the tender wheels. 

 

As can be seen in the photos the model has plenty of well-produced details, some of which are supplied 

loose for the owner to install; the steps, brake vacuum hoses and brake rigging, for example. 

 

  

It is a good performer, drawbar pull approximately 50 grams, being able to haul 8 coaches around my layout 

with no problem. The decoder is an ESU LokSound Version 4.0 and includes all the usual steam engine 

sounds, but no guard’s whistle! The only issue is that Hornby forgot or ignored the fact that it is a 4-cylinder 

engine and should have 8 chuffs per rev, not 4. One day I will attempt to re-programme it using my rolling 

road and Decoder Pro. 
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The Princess Coronation Class – a little history 

Commonly known as the Duchess, the London Midland and Scottish Railway (LMS) Coronation Class is an 

improved version of his previous design, the LMS Princess Royal Class, and on test were the most powerful 

steam locomotives ever used in Britain, with 2,511 drawbar horse power. The locomotives were specifically 

designed for speed and power, as it was intended to use them on express services between London Euston 

and Glasgow Central; their duties were to include the hauling of a proposed non-stop express, that was 

subsequently named the Royal Scot. The first ten locomotives of the Coronation Class were built in a 

streamlined form by the addition of a steel streamlined casing. Five of these ten were specifically set aside 

to pull the Coronation Scot, the other five unstreamlined locomotives were produced in 1938, then most of 

the ensuing Coronation Class were out-shopped as streamliners. Eventually, from 1944 to 1949, all new 

engines would be built in unstreamlined form and all the streamliners would have their casings removed. 

The very last of the 38 locomotives was completed in 1948. 

 

 

My model of the Duchess of Hamilton, 6229 

 

The Coronation Class was probably painted in more styles of livery than any other engine class, seven 

varieties in the LMS era up to 1947, and five more during the British Railways era from 1948 onwards. That 

does not mean that all 38 locomotives were painted in all these different styles; many were specific to just a 

few engines. The only style that all 38 wore was the British Railways lined Brunswick Green, and the entire 

class was turned out thus between 1955 and 1958. 

It was customary on all British mainline journeys to change engines at convenient locations to avoid the 

lengthy process of re-coaling. The Coronation locomotives were therefore strategically stationed at key 

points between London and Glasgow and they would be assigned to the shed at that location. The chosen 

locations were at London (Camden shed), Crewe (Crewe North), Carlisle (Upperby) and Glasgow (Polmadie). 

It was only in the latter days of steam that the mix of shed assignments became more fluid. 

After a successful decade of operations in the 1950s, the modernisation plan introduced in the 1960s was 

the ultimate undoing of the Coronations. Not only did the increasing use of diesel locomotives make many 

of the class redundant, but the electrification of the mainline between London Euston and Crewe also 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Midland_and_Scottish_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LMS_Princess_Royal_Class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LMS_Coronation_Class#British_power_record
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euston_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasgow_Central_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streamliner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Railways


 

Page 28 of 49 

 

resulted in their banishment from this important section of the mainline as there was insufficient clearance 

between the locomotives and the live wires. With no useful role to play, the survivors were scrapped en 

masse in late 1964. Three locomotives were saved for preservation. As at October 2016, two were static in 

museums whilst the third, Duchess of Sutherland, is fully certificated for mainline service, and is in big 

demand for weekend specials throughout the UK. 

A comparison between the Princess Royal and Coronation classes: 

  Unit 

Princess Royal 

46208 

Duchess of 

Sutherland 46223 

BR Class   8P 8P 

Application   Passenger Passenger 

Number Built   13 38 

Build Period   1933-35 1937-48 

Wheel configuration   4-6-2 4-6-2 

Driver wheel diameter Feet 6’6” 6’9” 

Overall length of loco metres 22.6 22.5 

Weight of engine Tons 104.5 105 

Weight of tender Tons 54.65 57.25 

No. of cylinders   4 4 

Cylinder stroke mm 711 711 

Cylinder Diameter mm 413 419 

Boiler Pressure lbs/sq" 250 250 

Firebox Grate metres² 4.2 4.6 

Heating surface, Firebox metres² 20.2 21 

Heating surface, Tubes metres² 213 239 

Heating surface, Superheater metres² 54.3 76.4 

Draw bar tractive effort kN 179 180 
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Tender Coal capacity Tons 10 10 

Tender Water capacity Gallons 4000 4000 

        

 

 

The models of the Coronation Class locos on my layout 

My first model of the Coronation Class was the Duchess of Hamilton, which I bought in 2004 at the Trafford 

Centre in Manchester together with 11 Mk 1 coaches for £200, even with a good discount it was still 

expensive at the time.  Hence it has been one of my favourite trains, known as the “Manchester Rose”. 

 

 

The Duchess of Hamilton. 

As it is of an early design, the motor is a pancake-design mounted in the tender, with power pickups being 

the 3 main drivers on the right and 2 tender wheels on the left side only.  The other tender wheels are fitted 

with traction tyres, resulting in poor power pick-up and lack of tractive effort.  Hence it requires much 

maintenance and no gradients with an 11-coach train. 

It had no facility for fitting of a DCC decoder, so when I converted my layout to DCC in 2005 to me it was 

essential that this loco be “upgraded” to DCC.  I could not find a decoder suitable for a 4-cylinder 8 chuff per 

revolution steam engine, so a LokSound V3.5 for a 2-cylinder 4 chuff per rev was fitted.  As the loco boiler is 

empty, the loudspeaker and decoder plus a weight are housed within.  It turned out to be a good solution, 

but not as good as with a loco designed to accommodate DCC Sound.  The old lady now spends most of her 

time looking pretty on the steam shed.  She has had her day, but I have a conversion plan to rejuvenate her 

back to full mainline operation, with DCC sound one day. 

However, I have another Duchess, a recent model by Hornby of the Duchess of Sutherland, 6233 in black 

war-time livery.  A handsome loco that works and looks good.  It came DCC-ready, and I installed a TCS T1 
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non-sound decoder in the boiler.  One day I will fit a sound decoder, with the correct sound files.  The motor 

and gearbox drive system is mounted in the boiler, and power pick-up is from all drive and tender wheels, 

so it has a good reliable performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So what is inside the model’s boiler and tender? The photo below shows the engine chassis and the motor 

on the top right.  The drive gearbox is enclosed in the frame, and comprises a worm gear on the motor shaft 
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and spur gears down to the centre driver axle spur gear.  The firebox size limits the size of the electric 

motor, but a reasonable gear train will multiply the motor torque applied to the driving wheels. 

 

The tender carries the loud speaker (the white shiny part) and the sound Decoder on top of a metal weight. 

The usual 4 wires connect the decoder to the motor and wheel pick-up contacts. 

 

 

LMS “Stanier” power, the Black 5, 8F and Duchess in the foreground. 
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Locomotives in Preservation 

As mentioned earlier, some of these locos are preserved. 

6201 Princess Elizabeth, in Crimson Lake finish, at WCR Carnforth, is in working condition and licensed till 

2026. 

6203 Princess Margaret Rose, in Crimson Lake finish, on static display at Midland Railway Butterley. 

 6229 Duchess of Hamilton, fitted with its streamline casing, is in the Nation Railway Museum at York on 

static display (see photo below). 

6233 Duchess of Sutherland, in Crimson Lake finish, at Midland Railway Butterley, is in full mainline 

operation, licensed till 2025. 

6235 City of Birmingham, in BR Green, on static display at the Birmingham Museum. 

 

 

The real Duchess of Hamilton, as originally built, streamlined at the NRM, York. 

And sadly, that will now be the end of Colin’s most informative series…… 
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Whose Layout Is This??? (Answer to be provided in our next edition,                     

although the answer should hopefully be obvious to all) 
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Answer to the July edition question…:  That layout, quite obviously set up temporarily in a school hall, was 
the July 2015 GFG (Gauteng Freemo Group) winter holiday layout.  GFG would hire a suitable and mutually 
convenient hall for the school holidays, and the members would all bring their module-sets out of storage 
(from their garages, or storerooms, or off their enclosed verandas), and set up a temporary modular layout, 
which would have a different appearance each time, depending on which members were participating and 
contributing their modules (some might be away on holiday, or unable to get off work).  They would set up 
on the day that school broke up, and then take down the layout at the end of the weekend before schools re-
started, meaning that they might have three or four weekends on which to run trains, in a July holiday (and 
even less in April and October).  
 
With ColinTT being a member of GFG as well, he organised a number of layout visits to GFG for us at EMRIG, 
and July 2015 was one of them, and the first that I attended (as a spectator).  On another occasion, when 
EMRIG visited GFG but attendance was very poor, Colin invited me to partner him as the “conductor” on his 
train, meaning he operated his big Pere Marquette steam loco, and I was tasked with making up the train 
and organising the drop-offs (all per their waybill system) when we got to the appropriate industries.  And 
on another occasion Brian Clark allowed me to operate his UP GP38 loco on the layout (under his eagle-eyed 
supervision, of course), and I was hooked!  That’s when I applied to join GFG!  … and needed to start buying 
American…!!!    
   
 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By Harry Ostrofsky 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 
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 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

 2020 May  George Lagoudis 

 2020 July, August Harry Ostrofsky 

…… and George challenged Harry Ostrofsky!  Harry’s article is some 36 pages long (and 30MB in size!), so I 

have split it up, and am using it over three editions, and also sometimes reducing the picture size a bit….  

Thank you again, Harry!!!! 
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MISSION TO ANGOLA – Part 2 

By Harry Ostrofsky 

We concluded our visit to Huambo workshops and then went by road to Lobito at the (coastal) Western end 

of the CFB. This is the only Angolan line to have two workshops of major size. We stayed overnight at Lobito. 

On arrival at the depot we were greeted by an American diesel still in working condition.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chinese-built loco in the shed. 
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The Chinese equipment was not popular with the Angolan railwaymen. 

 

Interior of the cab of one of the Chinese locos. 
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Chinese builder’s plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second and third class coaches. They also have a luxury class which had not been introduced into service 

when we were there. 
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Doing their own rebuilds of locomotives. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This wheel lathe had fallen into disuse as the person who operated it had retired, and no one had been trained to 

operate it after he left. 
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Built at the Nova Lisboa (Huambo) shops in 1938. See red arrow. 
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Ex SAR ???? or Union Carriage and Wagon. 
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Dining Car 

 

Make-shift passenger car. Note the wooden seats. 
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From left to right: Chinese, Indian, Chinese and American locomotives. 

 

 

Chinese locomotive. 
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Test equipment provided for testing on the Indian-built locomotives. Note date of manufacture: 2006.  

Ten years later, not working. 
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Crank shafts 

 

Cam Shafts 
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Engine blocks 

 

Wheel lathe in action. 

When we finished the Lobito inspection, we travelled by road south to the second largest city in Angola, Lubango the 

headquarters of the CFM.  

To Be Continued….  
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 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we normally include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month 

for the respective newsletter published.  But below is the 2020 Duty Roster as scheduled till the end of 

October 2020, just in case Lockdown gets lifted, but obviously everything is subject to the government’s 

LOCKDOWN regulations, under which we are currently not allowed to meet as a club, until further notice.   

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone.  

Entries in Bold italics indicate a change from the original schedule.  

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 1-8 William vdB 1 Wed 5-8 Kallie vB 

2 Sat 8-8 Johan dV 2 Wed 12-8 Colin A 

3 Sat 15-8 Theuns W 3 Wed 19-8 Dave W 

4 Sat 22-8 Glynn C 4 Wed 26-8 Brian D 

5 Sat 29-8 Terrence M 1 Wed 2-9 Kallie vB 

1 Sat 5-9 Mark P 2 Wed 9-9 Colin A 

2 Sat 12-9 TBA 3 Wed 16-9 Dave W 

3 Sat 19-9 Kobus P 4 Wed 23-9 Brian D 

4 Sat 26-9 Colin A 5 Wed 30-9 Jan K 

1 Sat 3-10 William vdB 1 Wed 7-10 Kallie vB 

2 Sat 10-10 Johan dV 2 Wed 14-10 Colin A 

3 Sat 17-10 Theuns W 3 Wed 21-10 Dave W 

4 Sat 24-10 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-10 Brian D 

5 Sat 31-10 TBA    

      

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (be careful with the one 

closest to the window, powering the IR, as this also powers the Security Gate lock!!!).  
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Mark, as our Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that 

need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, 

and then let Mark know what you have arranged.  

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Lockdown continues……. 

 …. And not much is happening    

 All Swap Meets are cancelled until further notice 

 Weekend 26th & 27th September, TGMTE at Florida Hoerskool  IS POSTPONED TO 2021 

2020 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger.10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – …………………… (position now vacant, very sadly)   

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 655.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za
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IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2020 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT, IF 
YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID; THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN PAID BEFORE THE END OF 
MARCH, PLEASE. 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2020 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
THEY ARE BEING KEPT AT R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, AND R600,00 FOR 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.  BUT (AND ONLY IF YOU WERE A PAID UP MEMBER IN GOOD 
STANDING IN 2019) THERE IS A DISCOUNT OF 50% APPLICABLE ON THE ABOVE! 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

AND PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND 
NOT “EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE ANONYMOUS (UNIDENTIFIABLE!!) MEMBER DID THIS 
PAST YEAR… AND AGAIN THIS YEAR!!!!     


