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Chairman’s Report – May 2020 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hi there fellow EMRIG’ers.  

Well, I did not think I would ever be in a position to not know what to write. Is there anything to write about? 

Unfortunately, this lockdown is something all of us could never have imagined. The thought was 3 weeks at 

home and then back to normal. How naive could I have been! Effectively, absolutely nothing has happened 

club-wise, and there is truly little indication as to when some form of activity will happen again. 

The questions around our lights bill are still unanswered, as all the persons concerned with this at the Mall 

are also isolated at home. My daughter and her partner were due to take over a room just next to our club 

house on the 1st April, until Covid-19 came along. Then they were hoping for 4th May, only to be told by the 

centre management that they can only inspect and take possible occupation on the 1st June. Have you ever 

heard of a mall delaying paying tenants??!!!  A sign of how this issue is affecting absolutely everyone… 

I am sure many of you have taken the same route I have. Working on your layout, and if you do not have 

one, pulling out and servicing locomotives and or rolling stock. Even if it means running them up and down 

a 1-meter section of track! 

I charged off with great gusto, rewiring a section of my layout. There have been issues there with regards 
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some of my servo motors controlling the switches just randomly oscillating back and forth. I finally put this 

down to loop currents being generated in the wiring and thus causing the phenomenon. Basically, it was a 

bit of a dog’s breakfast wiring, with 15v DC, 15v AC, cabling for the track and loconet all within close 

proximity of each other or literally side by side.  Not my normal work standard. Well, as I said, I started off 

with great gusto to sort the wiring out by tidying it up, separating the various wires, etc. etc. However, I 

wonder how many of you have hit the same snag I did – needing those odds and sods from the hardware 

store?  I do have a significant number of tools and parts, but found myself running out of wire, cable ties 

and the like. Instead of continuing and resorting back to a dog’s breakfast, it brought a halt to that section 

until I can at least get some supplies. 

There are a few other projects I am tinkering with. My JMRI gave up the ghost and that took some time to 

fault-find and rectify, and I am working on my track cleaning cars which seem to still give issues snagging at 

certain areas on the layout. However, arguably most of my time has gone into armchair model trains in my 

lazy-boy, watching YouTube videos on the TV!  Some of the videos are truly inspiring. 

What has been great though is watching what some of the members are getting up to via the Whatsapp 

group. Particularly of interest was firstly our Newsletter editor, Brian with his photos on the modules he is 

building, and the unfortunate mishap in his better half’s garage and a module falling over, as well as our 

master modeller, Johan de Villiers, who has been posting some photos of modules he is building for a client. 

The work he is doing is absolutely amazing. 

Well, as mentioned above, I do not have much to write on this month, and am arguably waffling, so will bid 

you all a farewell for this newsletter. Suffice to say, if you find yourself getting bored, pull out some old 

magazines, watch some YouTube videos, tinker with some of your rolling stock and get it operating 

flawlessly.  Just keep that mind of yours busy. 

Till next month, 

Happy railroading. 

Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

The Lockdown Continues… 

And the Lockdown rolls on!  When the Lockdown was originally announced, I also rather naively hoped it 

would be for just the three weeks that the President initially specified, and that after 17th April we would be 

able to get back to meeting as a club, even if standing two metres apart and not shaking hands but rather 

sanitising and doing the elbow-greet on arrival, but running our trains again on the layout at NMM…  but 

then Lockdown was extended by another two weeks…  okay, I could still live with five weeks of no trains!...    
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But it was becoming patently clear during Lockdown that it wasn’t going to come to a nice neat sudden end 

after just five weeks either, so it was no real surprise to hear that we would only be proceeding from Level 

5 to Level 4 of Lockdown at the end of the five weeks… and I’m expecting Level 4 still to be maintained for 

at least a month, before we then only possibly move to Level 3, if we’ve been collectively behaving our-

selves, and the Covid 19 infection appears to be under control…  But if, as a nation, we ignore the re-

strictions and allow the virus to get the better of us, we’ll be back at Level 5 before we know what’s hit us!   

And then many of us in the club are also in the “over 60s” age-range, and thus apparently even more sus-

ceptible to serious consequences of infection by the virus.   And so we are likely to be kept locked down for 

even longer than the younger crowd…. and kept away from our club and our layout… 

So it looks to me like our “train-related” activities and experiences are going to be somewhat different from 

what we have been used to, in the longer term…  Those of us who do not have our own layouts will have to 

get used to the idea of not actually running trains for quite a while, and will have to turn to other ways of 

satisfying our train-hunger…  Those with their own layouts at home will fortunately now have plenty of 

time to get on and do all that work on the layouts that they’ve “not had time for”… (assuming, of course, 

that they had stocked up ahead of lockdown on all the materials that they require).  (SNAP, Glynn!   ) 

Some of us are involved in monthly Operations Sessions… those have had to be been cancelled, as have 

monthly running sessions at the Chamdor layout….  And I don’t think we’ll be seeing Swap Meets happen-

ing again this year, as it is totally unrealistic to expect the buying public to try and maintain a “social dis-

tance” of two metres while pushing and shoving around Mervyn’s table, trying to see what bargains are on 

offer!  And how would we limit numbers to 50 for a Swap Meet at NMM anyway???  And setting up for, 

and breaking down after a Swap Meet, involves an awful lot of touching of surfaces – and that’s not even 

talking about handling the goodies on the tables! 

What then will happen to our Swap Meet traders, some of whom are dependent on this trade to make or 

supplement their living?  And what will happen to our commercial hobby and model shops, for whom sell-

ing models and trains etc. is their primary business?  By no stretch of the imagination can model train shops 

be considered an “essential service” (as defined by the government – even though we MRRs [model rail-

roaders!] may like to believe that they provide US with an essential service!)….  Will they be able to survive 

through this inevitable economic depression?  Those who can supply goods on a mail-order basis, provided 

that postal or courier or delivery services are reliable and affordable, will be able to trade to an extent, but 

those who are dependent on people “popping in to the shop” are really going to suffer if they are not al-

lowed to re-open until much lower down the Lockdown Level chain…   

And I’m someone who likes to purchase “by touch”… I like to see (with my own eyes) and touch what I am 

intending to buy…  I’m not one who is happy buying things based on a picture or description in a catalogue, 

or on a website….  I like to feel the weight of it in my hand, look at the detailing, check for defects, compare 

it to the one next door, before I make up my mind if I’m going to buy it…  and I certainly know I can’t afford 

to pay Uber a thousand rands to collect my R500 package from @Trainz and deliver it to me in Alberton… 

Eish!  This little virus is going to change our lives in many ways that we’re only now getting to understand!  

I’m going to have to get used to running trains vicariously through YouTube while sitting on my couch, or at 

my computer screen, rather than driving through to Benoni or Chamdor and putting my own on the tracks…   
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Fortunately there seems to be an endless supply of model train videos available on YouTube!!! (SNAP 

again, Glynn!!   )….................  and you could always read the back copies of the EMRIG newsletter on 

the website, that you never had the time to read through, if you’ve really got nothing else to do….     

 

Layout Visits and Swap Meets Are Postponed  

With the way this Covid 19 Lockdown is unfolding, it looks to me as if we are still going to be effectively 

locked down for many month to come….  And so our planned Layout Visits and Swap Meets are currently 

all on hold, postponed until the government has decided that it’s safe for us to gather together in groups 

again…  Our visit to the Chamdor Fremo Group will be rescheduled, maybe once we have clearance to safe-

ly re-group, while still practicing our “social distancing” and wearing our appropriate PPE… or maybe only 

once things are back to “normal” (whatever that “new normal” might be).  And we quite obviously won’t be 

hosting a Swap Meet at the end of this month, if we’re still under Level 4 Lockdown conditions ….      

 

The Great Model Train Expo (TGMTE) 

Unfortunately, the Corona virus infection in South Africa is anticipated to reach its peak around August / 

September this year… exactly when the TGMTE was scheduled to take place.  And so the organisers have 

(unfortunately but wisely) decided to postpone TGMTE for a whole year, and it will now only happen 

(hopefully!) in September or October (depending on how the school holidays fall) of 2021.  

 

News from Kevin 

Poor old Kevin Chamberlain is still stuck in the UK!  Desperate to get to Texas, but now a victim of both the 

immigration bureaucracy and the Covid 19 lockdown!  Kevin and Charlene decided to leave for the UK in 

the beginning of the year as a “halfway” step, and try to finish their immigration applications from there, a 

bit before the Corona virus started to get rampant.  They stayed temporarily with friends in Liverpool for a 

while, while trying to get their paperwork accepted, but with further delays and now also lockdown they 

have now moved into a tiny bachelor flat in Southport just north of Liverpool, so as not to be an imposition 

on those friends.  And Kevin is STILL stuck there, frustrated, and waiting, and locked down!…   

Southport has a model train village, which unfortunately is currently closed, but Kevin has promised to 

write us an article about it when things return to “normal”. 

Kevin sends his best wishes to everyone in the club, hoping that we all stay safe and healthy.  Thanks, Kev-

in!  We’re thinking of you guys, too, and hoping that all gets sorted out quickly, so that you can get to Texas 

and get on with that train shop that we are dying to see up and running! 
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Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our Newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library (in a blue 

file).      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something important / urgent that you need to be notified 

about. 

 

Covid 19 Lockdown Train Activities 

By various club member contributors  

Terrence Marx 

Wow, you guys have been 

lucky to be at home during 

the lockdown, to work on 

your trains!  I’ve been at 

work as I am in an essential 

service.  That does not 

mean I have been doing 

nothing – in fact I made 

some great strides on my 

trains as well, more so 

than under “normal” 

circumstances. 

I have a lot of locos, some of which have never run.  I have also been watching a lot of YouTube videos and 

there are a number of layouts that I am beginning to like.  These layouts had a small number of locomotives, 

and this convinced me that I should start to cut back my trains and run only certain companies.  I have 

tentatively decided to limit my timeframe to 1985 – 1994, concentrating on West Coast USA. 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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With that in mind I grabbed a half dozen ATSF Bachmann Spectrum locomotives (pic above) which had been 

in the cupboard since 2004 (I kid you not!).  I put them on the track and duly cracked the throttle open.  

Each one made a terrible whining noise, and after 

searching on the internet, I found that the 

possible cause of the problem was dry lubrication 

on the gearboxes.  I was forced to strip these 

locomotives down and lubricate them with oil 

again.  This was a very time-consuming process 

and was done over a period of two weekends.  I 

also found that these locomotives had cracked 

gears on the axles.  I found this problem on at 

least four axles in three different locos.   This is a 

known Bachmann problem, and I suspect that the 

problem is possibly due to the fact that the axle hole may be slightly too small.  The fact that the plastic may 

be low quality is also not excluded.  Interestingly enough, I did the same exercise on two 4-axle Bachmann 

Plus locomotives, and did not find the same problem with them.   

Once the engines were running I then added the 

handrails which were still in their plastic packets.  This 

was also a time-consuming job as I couldn’t get the 

pesky pins into their pockets.  I was forced to ream the 

holes slightly larger than they were.  It felt like this part 

of the project took longer than stripping the 

locomotives down, but it was eventually completed 

with only a little bit of swearing.  

I solved the gear problem by offering one of the 

locomotives to the railroad gods and removed its 

motor, making that locomotive a dummy.  I replaced 

the axles in the other engines with these and superglued the dummy gears together.  Hopefully the lack of 

strain on the gears will limit the forces on the cracked gears, otherwise I will have to buy Plastruct tubing to 

solve the problem. 

I am planning on putting 

decoders in these locomotives 

but I have not yet gotten that 

far.  As you can see from this 

picture, there is a lot of milling 

to be done.  These frames are 

two pieces running the length 

of the engines.  I am also 

considering using N scale decoders and milling out the gap above the motor, the area between the two red 

lines. 
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One of my four-axle locomotives had gears which were slipping on the 

universal coupling.  This may be because I probably used too much oil 

when I lubricated the locomotive gears and drive.  I still have to add proper 

plows, as the Bachmann version is anything but a plow.  Due to the 

lockdown I have been unable to get silicone or CA glue, so the finishing off 

of these locomotives is now on hold until I get the glue. 

So with that project on hold, I then pulled out my two brass Big Blow turbines and gave them each a run as 

well.  This was after a conversation with a fellow modeller who imported a Scaletrains plastic version.  

These locomotives have also run very little since I’ve had them.  Both locomotives ran very well straight out 

of the box, a testimony to the superior quality of early brass, and I am referring to Overland Models, over 

the plastic models of the same age.  

 

 

By the time you read this article I will have stripped down the last Bachmann Spectrum for service as well.  I 

have a suspicion that I have more of them somewhere and they may need this work too, but that is a story 

(or maybe even an article) for another day…. 
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Johan de Villiers 

First of all let me say I am so grateful for this hobby to help keep us sane. 

I am at the moment working on a layout for Heinrich Maritz in Roodepoort.  It is the first phase (top shelf) 

of a double-decker layout.  The theme for the top shelf layout is the South African Railways in the Karoo at 

the end of the steam era and the beginning of the diesel era, whilst the bottom shelf will be more modern 

and situated in either the Magaliesburg area or somewhere in Mpumalanga. The layout room size is 

approximately 4,2m x 2,2m and it took some careful planning to fit in most of the things Heinrich wants to 

have included in the layout.  
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Fortunately I decided to build this layout in modules, to minimise travelling costs between Pretoria and 

Roodepoort, and I am now working on this layout at home. This is the first South African-themed layout I 

am building, and I am enjoying it, seeing that one does not have to do too much research, as we grew up 

with the South African Railways and everything that goes with it. The layout will eventually include a loco 

service area, a small town, and some typical Karoo farm scenes. Some of the structures are from Len 

Swanepoel’s superb models. I also had to scratch-build some structures to complete the scene, such as the 

“Uitkyk Kafee en Alg Handelaar”, which is an actual model of this typical South African Platteland shop, and 

some more scratch-building lies ahead to complete the town scene.  

 

It is anticipated that the first phase of this project will be completed by the end of July 2020. 

Should EMRIG management wish to do so, a visit to the layout can be arranged once completed. 

  

Jimmy Mattushek 

I rebuilt and painted a hot air balloon for the club.   
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(The colourful but rather neglected balloon had been dropped off at the club some months back as part of a 

big load of stuff that some ex-member was wanting to get rid of, due to having to downscale.  He kindly 

donated his stuff to the club, and Jimmy took on the restoration of the balloon as a project…  and then today 

Jimmy posted the adjacent pic, of buildings he has been assembling, now needing painting and signage!)  

 

Colin Anstis 

I have been putting my 

little 3m x 1.5m layout 

back together after 

breaking it down to move 

to a smaller place (this 

while unpacking box 

after box of stuff and 

trying to find bits and 

pieces of train parts).  

Most of the buildings and 

roads have been done, 

but lights still have to be 

put in (both street and 

house lights).  The little people and motor vehicles 

still have to be added.  As you can see from the 

pictures, the ballasting is not completed, this has 

nothing to do with the move, just laziness on my 

part, but I will get there if we are still to be in 

lockdown for a while.  I have run some trains on the 

layout, 

and all 

is 

working 

well. 

I did not really maximise the time I should have on the layout, 

got lazy some days, and in between all this I decided to build 

a 1:48 model of a Spitfire Mk 5b, which is now finished.   
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Geoff Kingsburgh 

I have been aware for some time (through my and his membership of SAG) that Geoff has been busy 

working on his new layout, and that this was still happening through Lockdown.  So I twisted his arm to 

write up a short note about what he’s been up to.  He agreed!  And next thing – I received a 44 page article 

from him!!  Lots of pics, but still… 44 pages long!!  So I’ve decided to make it a feature article on its own (I’ll 

trim the photo sizes down a bit to reduce the article length), but to feature it in next month’s newsletter…  

Brian Dawson 

When the prospect of the Covid lockdown was looming, I knew that I was going to end up suffering from 

model train deprivation.  I don’t have my own layout at home, and so I am dependent on being able to run 

my trains at the EMRIG layout in Benoni, or at CFG at Chamdor, which (prior to lockdown) I was doing on 

alternating weeks (I do EMRIG every second Wednesday morning, and go to Chamdor every alternating 

week on the Tuesday for the day, where I have the run of their layout [I pay to run my trains there, as I am 

not a member] while a couple of the other CFG club members work on parts of the layout or on other 

module projects that they have there).  During lockdown I would not be able to go in either direction… 

I wrote myself a list of about 20 items on a “To Do” list that I headed “Covid 19 Lockdown Projects / 

Activities”… some domestic jobs that I knew I needed to tackle, but also some fun things to keep myself 

occupied for the anticipated three weeks of lockdown.  Some (but not all!) of those items were model-train 

related, like “EMRIG Newsletter April”; “model construction, weathering”; “train wagons and locos R&M”; 

and the shortest entry – “EMRIG modules”!  

I completed the April Newsletter in good time, and have since had to add “EMRIG Newsletter May” to my 

TTD list!  I’ve done a little bit of model construction and weathering of some structures and rolling stock, 

but most of my time has been taken up with the construction of the two-module project (which I have 

talked about a bit in the chatgroup, and have decided to describe in more detail here in a separate article). 

Apart from being on the busy and entertaining EMRIG chatgroup, I am also a member of the “Operating 

Group” chatgroup, set up for those of us who are involved in JohnB and Glynn’s monthly Operations 

Sessions.  Although he lives in KZN, Johnny Everitt is a friend of JohnB’s, and he, together with colleague 

Laurence, has joined us for an Ops Session at John’s and is intending to also attend one at Glynn’s, and was 

added as a member of that chatgroup.  Johnny is very well connected in the model railroad fraternity, with 

friends around the world, and he has kept us seriously entertained (he’s an entertaining fellow in his own 

right, just due to his big character and his mannerisms, and his rather strange Whatsapp spellings!) by 

posting numerous video clips from his and his friends’ layouts, as well as endless YouTube video links, and 

regularly encouraging us all to keep posting pics or videos of what we have been up to, trains-wise, during 

this lockdown time!  So I’ve been watching a whole lot of YouTube as well!       

So although I haven’t actually run a train at all during lockdown (not even on my one-metre DC track), 

“train-stuff” has sure taken up a lot of my time!!!  

Although I had asked for EVERYONE in the club to submit a little something describing what they have been 

up to during Lockdown, here we’ve had responses from EIGHT club members!!  Many thanks, guys!! 
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Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to tame a Bucking Bronco 

 

 
BLI UP #7000 MT3 4-8-2 Mountain Steam Loco 

I’m sure you all have heard the story of the split gear – it first appeared on LifeLike B0-Bo diesels just before 

they sold out to Walthers. The symptoms are quite unique in that the loco at best moves along with a 

distinctly audible click for every axle revolution, and at worst taking a leap or even binding that axle to lock. 

Besides all the symptoms described above, this beautiful steamer in the picture above as well as its cousin, 

a 2-10-2 from the same stable, at times produced said click and bucked, or did not want to move although 

one could hear the motor gaining revs!     

Brian asked for input from us about what we were running during the stage 5 Lockdown to keep us sane! To tell you 

the truth, I did not find the time to run any trains other than the locos I was working on for other modellers to make 

an appreciable dent in my WIP. Now, usually under my banner, I would write about how to put sounds into a loco or 

vehicle, etc., but during above work I came across two locos that, apart from jumping, made an awful noise 

interfering with the decoder-produced prototype sounds, that inspired me to document the work they needed to 

eliminate that interfering sound!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIMA SAR CLASS 34 

In Parts 1 & 2 we prepared the Loco chassis to improve electrical pick up and to accept the wire connections from the 

shell, which we modified to accept mounting of a speaker, LED lights and a PCB type decoder. All that now remains for 

us to do is to mate the two assemblies and program the decoder for optimal performance of the loco. 
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Having also experienced this problem with some Athearn Genesis steamers I had in my fleet some time 

ago, I did not need to do much more testing and went immediately to remove the geared driver set, taking 

care not to pull the small axle springs out of the frame. Unfortunately I did not take pictures during disas-

sembly and only took some when reassembling the chassis, but the essential bits of the damage should be-

come clear even from the photos taken after the fact. 

However, not like my previous articles, this is not intended as a “how to” for the reader to do himself, for 

reasons explained further on, but show what all is involved, yet some work can be done by the modeller.  

          

A fair bit of careful disassembly is required on these models to get to the offending driver. When unclipping 

the brake linkage, being too robust can result in breaking off some of the stanchions. Removing no less 

than 7 small cover screws requires them being put in a small container as they tend to disappear. Then the 

trailing truck is secured with a pesky circlip, it has the potential spring-load to jump when freed of the an-

chor pin, never to be found again, hence I use a small rag suitably positioned to catch it if it departs. 

        

Lastly we have to undo the crank pin on each side, but fortunately only on the geared driver set, which on 

this model is somewhat simpler as it is not the king pin. Now we can lift the driver assembly out of the 

chassis, taking care that those tiny springs sitting in a hole in the bottom of the frame groove don’t get 

pulled out together with the bronze bearing. 
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As I state earlier about the timing of the pictures, we should see the black Delrin/Engineering Plastic gear. 

In my case it was so loose that it could be pushed with little force sideways so that in one position it would 

hold some rotational torque, but slip in another. That would account for the loco moving sometimes and 

then not again. To highlight, I have inserted the tip of an Xacto blade into the radial crack that goes through 

the root of a tooth to the center of the axle hole. Apply torque to this incomplete ring and it will open the 

gap and the module at this tooth is changed such that tooth meets tooth at every revolution resulting in 

the mentioned click and hop along!          

         

Delrin is that stiff and hard plastic that in some cases CA will bond with limited success, but it can’t be 

welded with MEK, in other words we can’t repair it as the CA bond does break again as soon as we press 

the gear back on the driver axle, hence the gear needs to be replaced – hopefully made of better material 

or closer tolerances to prevent the same failure again! 

On that subject I drew a blank with the manufacturer, as they say the loco was of a manufacturing run too 

long ago, and they no longer have stock of that driver set. Then I pinned my hopes on a company called 

North West Short Line (NWSL), as I did get replacement gears from them in the past for the Athearn steam-

ers mentioned earlier, only to learn that they have closed down. By the way, this company also produced 

the Puller and Quartering Tools I used for this type of work.   
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To my rescue came an acquaintance of mine, who in the past has produced replacement gears for me cast 

in Epoxy. When consulting him with my problem I also noted that he has all the machines and tools to 

make metal gears, hence I suggested that he machine me some brass gears to make this fix permanent. 

Part of his work was to ream the bore in the gear to suit the brass hub on the axle, which varies too greatly 

in diameter for press fits, and then set the gear with LocTite® in the correct position. 

       

All that then remained for me to do was to reassemble the driver set. That was to press the one wheel, the 

one that I had to pull off to get the gears off and on, back on the axle in the exact quartered position. 

To this end I had to make an aid as there was no way I could get this item into my NWSL quartering jig as 

the bronze axle bearings or the gear would foul the jig. I found some 2.5mm thick styrene plate and cut a 

strip of about 25x80mm and scribed hair lines at 90º down the middle. I drilled a hole of the same diameter 

as the axle in the cross and another one, the diameter of the crankpin, at the correct position from the cen-

ter up the vertical hair line. Now I could hold the remaining driver still assembled to the axle by means of its 

crankpin to the plate, and by yawing it, get the axle to perfectly match the center hole. Then finger tighten 

the crankpin ready for the fitting of the other wheel. Turning the assembly around, I now could offer the 

loose driver to the axle and visually align the axle and crankpin centers before slightly pressing it on the ax-

le. Double check that I slipped the bearing the correct way on the axle, the crankpin is quarter to the cor-

rect side to match the others, then use the NWSL puller in reverse to push the driver into the exact posi-

tion, confirmed by the NMRA track gauge (photo might suggest that my quartering is slightly out but is due 

to a misaligned cell phone camera).   

Conclusion – after assembling the loco, a rather satisfying result was achieved as the loco now runs again, 

dare I say it, maybe even better, quieter than originally off the assembly line!   

 

John Burkhardt 
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A PICK 6 OF MY FAVOURITE YOUTUBE SITES 
By Terrence Marx 

 
I don't watch much TV anymore, and instead spend my time surfing YouTube.  During this time I have 
discovered a number of railroad-related YouTube sites to which I have subscribed because the content is 
topical.  Here below are some of the sites which I find I continually return to.  I had to limit the sites I 
wanted to highlight, due to the large volume of videos out there.  In that regard, I set two criteria: namely 
regular video uploading, and a large following or number of views.  Here are some of my favourites –
admittedly they are American oriented, and I hope somebody else can do a European list too sometime. 
 
Daryl Kruse's N Scale Union Pacific layout, called the Union Pacific Geneva Subdivision, is an 11 year old 
layout which loosely follows the Union Pacific in northern Illinois. The 2014-era layout is an 11m x 20m 
model railroad and is fairly far completed. The layout is built for operation, and to this end Daryl posts 
regular layout videos featuring various aspects of the operations.  Daryl generally runs 30 - 40 car trains 
behind modern UP diesels. The BNSF features on the layout as an interchange railroad.  Information about 
the layout can be found here: 
http://piedmontpilgrimage.com/layout/daryl-kruses-uprr-geneva-subdivision-n, and Daryl's YouTube page 
is https://www.youtube.com/user/Rochsub  
 

 
 
 
Another subscriber worth watching is that of a CSX railroad engineer known simply as DJ's Trains.  DJ has 
been an engineer on the CSX Railroad since 1999 and has a small N scale layout he is working on.  His 170 
videos about his work and layout cover various topics both prototype- and model-related and it is handy to 
see how a real engineer experiences life from the viewpoint of a modeller.  He covers several topics of 
interest, most of which touch on the operational side of the business as well, and will sometimes use a 
drone to highlight what he is talking about.  DJ has his YouTube site at  
https://www.youtube.com/user/djstrains  and internet website at https://djstrains.com/  
 

http://piedmontpilgrimage.com/layout/daryl-kruses-uprr-geneva-subdivision-n
https://www.youtube.com/user/Rochsub
https://www.youtube.com/user/djstrains
https://djstrains.com/
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James Wright has had a website since 2006.  His main focus is doing out-of-the-box reviews of new mostly 
HO scale models.  James also travels America when he has the time, and visits many of the Hobby fairs 
where he does interviews with the mainstream US hobby manufacturers.  His site 
https://www.youtube.com/user/jlwii2000 is closing in on 20 million views. 
 

 
 
 
Ken Patterson needs no introduction to most of us.  Ken is a regular contributor to Model Railroad Hobbyist 
magazine and has a podcast, called What's Neat This Week, with over a million views.  The podcast, in 
which he discusses model railroading in America with a regular panel and special guests, comes out once a 

https://www.youtube.com/user/jlwii2000
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week on a Sunday.  My knowledge of Ken goes back to the early 90s when he had an article about the 
Midwest Valley model railroad in Model Railroader magazine.  That layout feature became required reading 
for new members to the club in Pretoria.  Ken's YouTube site can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/Kensart55 
 

 
 
Another more recent site I discovered is that of Josh Clark, also known as NSmodeler24.  He and his dad 
have a Norfolk Southern model railroad built in a 24 x 24 feet room.  The website features regular updates 
on the layout as well as how-to clinics and layout visits to other model railroads, some of which are brilliant 
in their own right.  The site is closing in on 9 million views, and can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/NSmodeler24 
 

 
 
And finally, Luke Towan is an Australian who builds incredible dioramas.  His website, Boulder Creek 
Railroad is touching on 1 million subscribers and 65 million views.  As Luke himself says, his goal is to 
provide the best model scenery tutorials for the modeller, and he has achieved this with the small dioramas 
he builds.  If you have not yet seen his work, then you have thoroughly missed out.  His website has 

https://www.youtube.com/user/Kensart55
https://www.youtube.com/user/NSmodeler24
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downloadable files for some of the 3D printed items he adds to his projects.  The internet website can be 
found at https://www.bouldercreekrailroad.com  and his YouTube site is at 
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjRkUtHQ774mTg1vrQ6uA5A  

 

 
 
 

My Lockdown Activity – Modules for the EMRIG Layout 

By Brian Dawson 

Knowing that we were going to be going into the Covid-19 Lockdown period (which at that stage we 

thought would be for just three weeks!), and that I would be unable to go to the club (or elsewhere) to run 

my trains for that length of time, I decided that I could keep my train-related interests going by trying my 

hand at preparing a set of modules to maybe one day contribute to the club layout (this was among a bunch 

of other non-train things, some of them fun, some just “jobs”, that I planned to or needed to get done).  My 

only previous attempt at making up modules (which were for GFG) was done in conjunction with Jason 

McBean from GFG, where Jason actually did most of the work and, to be honest, I just assisted a bit here 

and there…  So this would be my first such project on my own! 

I’ve had two old module “boxes” kicking around in my garage since the day we cleaned out the upstairs 

“storage” at NMM some years ago, and ColinTT had said that if anyone wanted any of them, to take them, 

otherwise they would be turfed.  I am no carpenter, so I grabbed the opportunity to get hold of the ready-

made frames.  I decided that lockdown would now provide an ideal opportunity to get on with this project 

that I have been mulling over for the last couple of years, and towards which I have slowly been 

accumulating suitable bits and pieces when I have come across them.  So the day before the Lockdown, I 

rushed off to Hobbies & Models in South Kensington and bought a few additional items that I knew I would 

https://www.bouldercreekrailroad.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjRkUtHQ774mTg1vrQ6uA5A
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need, specifically the Peco track and points, some paints, etc. …  

I’ve had a conceptual plan in mind for some time – I wanted to build a sand/stone/cement builders’ supplies 

yard, and also to have a row of three old dilapidated SAR&H houses alongside the track (such as I have seen 

trackside in peri-urban areas near Nigel and elsewhere), and somehow I thought that there would still be 

space for a bit of farm pasture over the road, with some cows or horses standing around.  And of course, 

with my interest in shunting, there needed to be a siding for the delivery of the sand and stone to the yard!  

And so at swap meets over the past couple of years, I have been buying what I thought would be 

appropriate structures to contribute towards that theme, particularly SAR houses and huts and fencing from 

Craig’s Models, some shipping containers, a Cat loader, and then also a “sand staithes” kit from Johan dV, 

meant to be part of a German cement factory.   I had no idea that 

the storage areas for the sand and stone were called “staithes”… 

but that’s what they are called on the Piko box, and when I saw 

them on Johan’s swap meet table, I knew that that was what I 

needed (initially I had intended to scratch-build them, in a four-

quadrant pie-shape, as I have seen in at least one prototypical 

sand & stone supply yard).  (According to my old dictionary, a 

staithe is actually a waterside coal depot / siding equipped for the 

loading of ships at a wharf, but I am happy to call these things 

staithes!)    

I first did a mock-up, carefully placing the boxes on a duvet to protect our dining room table (my only 

available work-space at the time), took a couple of photos, and sent them to Glynn, letting him know what I 

had in mind, and seeking approval in principle (seeing as the designs of proposed club modules are 

supposed to be approved in advance, before construction starts...).  He said he thought the basic concept 

was suitable and looked okay from the pics; I then posted my conceptual mock-up on the club’s chatgroup 

and also received some positive feedback there, and so I got started.   And what was honestly the “shortest 

entry” on my Lockdown TTD list, soon became the major and most time-consuming activity of this 

Lockdown period thus far!     
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With my wife working part-time for an “essential services” company, her half of the garage was vacant one 

morning when she went off to work, and I set up a folding table, cleaned the dust off the module boxes, and 

set them on the table.  I had heard that it’s best to lay the track for module-sets with the modules joined 

together, and then cut through the track to separate the modules.  Monkey hear, monkey do!...  So I first 

needed to bolt them together!   

I had been reviewing ColinTT’s latest version of the club’s Procedure for 

Module Construction, so I knew where the bolt holes were supposed to 

be drilled, and how far apart.  I measured the first hole position off 

150mm from the outside edge, no problem, but when I marked the 

position for the second hole on the inside, I realised… Houston, we have a 

bit of a problem!!   And that was when I bothered to measure the module 

boxes for the first time!... and found to my dismay that they were not “standard”!  I had just assumed that 

they would be the “standard” 900mm x 600mm, as they kinda looked that to my unpractised eye… but 

when I actually measured them, I found that they were only 810mm long and 505mm wide… and our very 

logical club Procedure (and also the logistics of possible future incorporation into the club layout) 

specifically require that the modules be constructed in multiples of 900mm length (and preferably 300 or 

600mm width)!   By now it was already Lockdown, and I did not have any spare wood lying around, nor the 

energy or motivation to build replacement module boxes to the correct size…  I came very close to 

abandoning the project there and then!       

After some contemplation, however, I decided that, if the club could live with the modules being only 

505mm wide, I could probably make a plan and make up the 180mm long “extension” that would be 

needed to bring my 2x 810mm modules up to the required overall length of 1800mm, and the project could 

proceed.  I put the suggestion out there, actually in the form of a request asking if anyone had a plywood 

offcut of >180mm x >505mm that I could use as the surface (so that I don’t have to buy a whole plywood 

sheet just to cut out a little piece that size), and fortunately ColinTT rescued me from the pit of despair by 

offering some suitably-sized offcuts that I could choose from, once Lockdown is over (and seemingly thus 

implying that he would accept the 505mm width).  Okay – project back on again!!       

The extension, when it eventually gets built (I still need to get the plywood offcut from Colin whenever 
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Lockdown is over, and also get the wood for the sides, and then assemble the box, and then do all the stuff 

that needs to happen on top!...) will be permanently attached to the “houses” module, meaning there will 

then be an 810mm “yard” module and a 990mm “houses” module, with 1800mm as the overall length.  As 

it turned out, there was not enough space on the existing houses module for the three houses that I had 

envisaged anyway, but the third SAR house can now (ook maar net!) be accommodated on the extension.    

Initially I worked in the garage when my wife was out at work, while sanding 

and drilling holes in the boxes, etc., but that was back-breaking bending over 

the table, the lighting wasn’t great, and I needed a better place to work.  First I 

had to clear out a lot of stuff to make some space in our study, and then I could 

move the table in there and set up a suitable work-space for myself for the 

“cleaner” work. 

I knew that I had previously bought ballast, and some fine and very fine sand 

which would be suitable for my sand and stone supply materials.  I also 

thought I had some basic landscaping scatter materials for surface covering, 

but when push came to shove (after Lockdown had already started) I 

discovered that the stuff I had was really not at all suitable (green-stained 

sawdust!)…   

To provide the basic ground surface for the yard (and also as the underlying soil 

surface for the scattergrass [that is yet to come] on the “veld” and “lawn” areas) I just took some old plaster 

sand (from a recent paving job that we’d had done) and sieved that through my wife’s flour sieve, and that 

has provided quite a nice fine soil surface, after a couple of sprinkle applications.   

I modified the staithes a bit (cut away some of the plastic, and changed the angle of repose in one of the 

bins), so that the sand/stone material in the storage areas 

doesn’t look as uniform as it did in the original intended 

version of the model.      

So after placing the cork roadbed, and the tracklaying and ballasting, I covered most of the module surface 

with my “soil”, and then set about setting up the yard.  I had bought some concrete palisade fencing from 

Craig, which happened to be just enough to surround the yard, and mixed some paints I had and painted it 

to look just like weathered concrete, and set it up in position, using painted matchsticks recessed into the 

plywood top as the main upright supports for the fence, and also as the gateposts, to provide more strength 

and stability.  I also installed the entrance gates across the road and rail access points, using some old net 

curtaining to convert farm gates into gates that looked a lot more “industrial”. 
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I then moved the “yard” module out into the garage, leaning it at a very acute angle up against the wall so 

that it was out of the way and my wife still had parking space for her car, and started working on the 

“houses” module on my worktable in the study.  A while later I happened to be out in the front garden, with 

the garage door open (my wife was also home, but her car was fortunately out in the driveway), when there 

was a sudden gust of wind, and my newly-fenced “yard” 

module ended up face down on the garage floor, with a resounding crash!     About half of the palisade 

fencing was damaged beyond repair, along with some uprights, but fortunately the delicate gates, on which 

I had spent a lot of time and effort, were not too badly damaged.  

It seriously looked like the site of a major train derailment, where 

wagons had left the rails and smashed into the wall!  There were 

some helpful suggestions on the chatgroup as to what I should do 

to try and remedy the situation…  But I decided that I actually 

needed to cut my losses and remove all the damaged sections, 

while repairing and reusing what little I could.  Unfortunately now I 

need to wait until I can get further palisade fence stocks from Craig 

before I can complete the fencing once again!  

My original SAR train (the Class 34 diesel and mostly box cars 

all with Kaydee couplers, that Theuns admires so much) 

includes only a couple of gondolas which already have coal 

loads, which I would quite like to keep.  But fortunately I 

have also recently been given a couple of old cast-off SAR 

train sets, which included three similar gondolas (yes, they 

all have identical road numbers!) with Lima couplings, and so 

I have made up loads for these wagons corresponding to the 

materials stored in the builders yard (as well as for three of 

my little BR wagons), in order to have suitable “deliverables” for my siding.  I also weathered the shiny new 

Cat 920 loader, so that it looks a lot older and more like it has actually worked a bit in the yard…   

So at this stage the “yard” is pretty much complete, except that I still need to find a suitable office building, 

as well as a half a waste pile to be tucked away behind the staithes, and also still need to install the 

borehole wind pump and the water tank (which I will only do after I have done the “grassing” of the area on 

which they will stand).  Obviously I’m still waiting for the replacement fencing, and the trackside areas and 

the yard-surrounds also need to be grassed.   Then I still need to get a suitable owner’s vehicle, scratch-
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build a carport, and another truck waiting to be loaded would be nice…  Roll on, swap meet!!!    I’ve got 

quite a shopping list… 

I then turned my attention to the “houses” module.  At some stage I had bought a cute “makoekoe” from 

Dreamtrains at a swap meet, and was determined to include it.  It fitted quite neatly into the little triangular 

“uitval grond” / shallow borrow pit plot between the SAR houses and the builders’ supplies yard, and is 

obviously the shack where one of the yard workers stays, with his industrious wife who looks after their 

extensive veggie patch…  but they obviously grow mielies (which I don’t yet have!) in her veggie patch, and 

so I will need to procure some of those too after Lockdown, as well as look for something that approximates 

pumpkin vines spreading over the rest of the patch.  

 

I had some thin 3mm railbed cork strips which I could use for the 

access road to the houses, and then, fortuitously, my wife had 

been clearing out stuff accumulated in our garden hut (she’s spent 

her Lockdown free time cleaning out cupboards, the hut, and 

sorting out the garden), and amongst the stuff she had put out for 

tossing were some decorative “wall cork” tiles that we’ve probably 

owned since the late 1970s, which I’ve used as a base on which 

the houses can stand, to provide a little bit of elevation off the 

plywood surface.  I had some Vibracrete walling that I had bought 

from Craig, sufficient to separate the houses from each other, and 

those have also been painted to a suitable concrete colour.  Craig’s 

SAR houses (two different styles) had been assembled some time 

ago, so they are ready and waiting, along with a garage for the 

more “posh” of the houses (the one to go at the end of the row, 

on the extension yet to be built – obviously the Foreman’s house) 

– just the garage is present in the foreground of the pic alongside, 

with the extension to make place for the third house in its garden 

yet to be added.  The buildings and Vibracrete walls have just 

been loosely placed in position for effect, and are not yet affixed. 
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But because of the confined “garden” space around each of the houses, I’ve decided that I want to sort out 

the ground surface cover (the “lawn”) before I attach the houses and separating walls and fences, and then 

make driveways and gardens, etc.  And I don’t have suitable cover material (scatter grass, or whatever it’s 

called), and so the project has now pretty much ground to a halt… 

The other thing I haven’t attempted yet is the wiring!  I don’t have the required (specified) colours or 

thickness of wire that I need, and am hoping to be able to buy the rather small quantity I need (about 2 

metres of each of the four colours) off the club or a club member who has excess to their own requirement, 

again once Lockdown is over.  

I need Lockdown gone and another swap meet to happen!!  And soon!... and now it seems as though we’re 

effectively going to remain in Lockdown for a long time yet to come…     … so who knows when I’ll 

ever be able to complete this project… 

But at least I’ve been having some fun, and learning new skills though “hands-on” involvement, so my 

Lockdown time has been enjoyable and somewhat productive!! 

  

Whose Layout Is This??? (Answer to be provided in our next edition) 
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Clue:  This very British layout was cut up and relocated to the place where it now resides, reassembled, 
when its owner moved to a retirement village, and no longer had the space for it.  It’s quite educational! 
 
Answer to the April edition question…:  That American (specifically Union Pacific!) layout belongs to Erich 
Dokoupil, a member of the GFG club. We last visited Erich’s very extensive layout in Bryanston in March 2015!  
And yip – he runs Bigboys, and much much more besides!!   
 
 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge… 

By George Lagoudis 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 



 

Page 27 of 34 

 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

 …………… and nothing has happened since then………….      

 2020 April  Mark Peddle 

…… and Mark omitted to challenge anyone… and I omitted to check and follow up, until it was time to 

finalise this month’s newsletter…  but Mark then challenged George Lagoudis, about two days ago, and 

George has prepared a short article for us, just the kind of thing we are looking for!!  Tx George!   
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Water Towers!!   By George Lagoudis 

This is a short article on Water Towers as seen by a total amateur.  

I took on the “challenge” baton handed to me by Mark, and I decided to run with it, according to my ability. 

I must say that the water towers I have seen in South Africa are unique in design.  These mostly have rec-
tangular forms, whereas Continental and American water towers have circular bases. 

The Continental water towers are often brick and concrete structures, whilst the American ones are mostly 
made of metal, the really old ones of wood. 

The Volumetric Capacity is calculated by the railway engineers at the time of installation. This largely de-
pends on volume of water required, and frequency of usage--- based on the size of the locos. 

We must also take into account that different locos and their tenders have different volumetric capacities. 
ie. the one loco differs from the other. 

On the sides of these rectangular tanks, there is a type of rectangular plating with a form of design. 

The form of the plating is often pressed steel, galvanized I imagine. This pattern strengthens the plate be-
cause when water is kept in large volumes, it also creates sideways pressures. 

There are formulas that engineers use to calculate the strength required for these plates so as not to buck-
le, so it is not only the total mass of the fluid within the tank, that has to be calculated. 

We have stated not all the water towers would have the same volumetric capacity, as I imagine that it 
would depend on the geographical position, the nature of the water and the extent of usage. 

Moving forward, one would have to take into consideration the total mass to be supported, not only for the 
steel supports, but also for the strength of the Ground Foundation. 

Even the diameter of the piping to be used, both for filling and for discharge, have to be calculated. 

The filling of these tanks, I believe, operated on the floating ball valve system for water supply shut-off. 

For discharge, a huge flexible type hose was used that was attached to the tank.  The hose had to be flexi-
ble, as not all locos and tenders have the same height. 

The opening and closing operated by a cable, so by pulling on the cable, it opened the flow valve releasing 
the amount of water required, and releasing the cable would shut off the flow of water. 

Many interesting facts come into the water tower features. 

I was told that a certain chemical was added to the water in the tanks to prevent water calcification on the 
loco boiler pipes – makes sense, as the supply and quality of water varies from place to place. 
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I believe that there are many more details on water towers that have been omitted here ------ but I’ll leave 
that to the specialist engineers. 

Train Well, All fellow Ferro-equinologists. 

George. 

I’m including pictures of two types of German water towers, and an American “Lionel Lines” model water 
tower.  Sadly I have no photos of our rectangular water towers. 
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(Editor: the pic above is one posted by our KZN friend Johnny Everitt on the Operations chatgroup, of a 
wooden water tower on the layout of his friend Keith Stamper, who now lives in Ontario, Canada,…. 
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… and the one below is of a rectangular steel water tower model, another one that Jimmy M has just quietly 
been working on and renovating!... 

 

 

… above are the remote (rectangular) steel water tower and filling standpipe at Victoria Falls Station…)  

… And George has challenged… Harry Ostrofsky!!  Looking forward to getting something from you, Harry!! 
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 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we normally include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month 

for the respective newsletter published.  But below is the 2020 Duty Roster as scheduled till the end of July 

2020, just in case Lockdown gets lifted, but obviously everything is subject to the government’s 

LOCKDOWN regulations, under which we are currently not allowed to meet as a club until further notice.   

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone.  

Entries in Bold italics indicate a change from the original schedule.  

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 2-5 Mark P 1 Wed 6-5 Kallie vB 

2 Sat 9-5 Terrence M 2 Wed 13-5 Colin A 

3 Sat 16-5 Kobus P 3 Wed 20-5 Dave W 

4 Sat 23-5 Colin A 4 Wed 27-5 Brian D 

5 Sat 30-5 William vdB 1 Wed 3-6 Kallie vB 

2 Sat 6-6 Colin TT 2 Wed 10-6 Colin A 

3 Sat 13-6 Johan dV 3 Wed 17-6 Dave W 

4 Sat 20-6 Theuns W 4 Wed 24-6 Brian D 

5 Sat 27-6 Glynn C 1 Wed 1-7 Kallie vB 

1 Sat 4-7 Mark P 2 Wed 8-7 Colin A 

2 Sat 11-7 Terrence M 3 Wed 15-7 Dave W 

3 Sat 18-7 Kobus P 4 Wed 22-7 Brian D 

4 Sat 25-7 Colin A 5 Wed 29-7 Jan K 

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. (be careful with the one 

closest to the window, powering the IR, as this also powers the Security Gate lock!!!).  

Mark, as our Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that 

need to be made, please liaise with Mark, or just swap out with someone else if you can’t make your date, 
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and then let Mark know what you have arranged.  

 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Whole Month of May, Lockdown Level 4 in effect………… (well, that’s my guess, anyway!   ) 

 Weekend 1st, 2nd 3rd May, Mini Model Fair, Centurion  DEFINITELY POSTPONED 

 Saturday 30th May, EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead Mall MORE THAN LIKELY POSTPONED 

 Sunday 28th June, Layout Visit to ……………………… (TBA… OR MORE LIKELY ALSO POSTPONED) 

 Weekend 26th & 27th September, TGMTE at Florida Hoerskool  POSTPONED TO 2021 

 

2020 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Colin Tanner-Tremaine   cttremaine@mweb.co.za 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 112.  

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za
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Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2020 ARE NOW OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT, IF YOU 
HAVE NOT YET PAID; THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN PAID BEFORE THE END OF MARCH, 
PLEASE. 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2020 WERE DISCUSSED AND FINALISED AT THE AGM.   
THEY ARE BEING KEPT AT R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, AND R600,00 FOR 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.  BUT (AND ONLY IF YOU WERE A PAID UP MEMBER IN GOOD 
STANDING IN 2019) THERE IS A DISCOUNT OF 50% APPLICABLE ON THE ABOVE! 

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!!   

AND PLEASE USE YOUR NAME AS THE REFERENCE WITH YOUR PAYMENT – AND 
NOT “EMRIC” (sic), AS ONE ANONYMOUS (UNIDENTIFIABLE!!) MEMBER DID THIS 
PAST YEAR… AND AGAIN THIS YEAR!!!!     


