
 

Page 1 of 24 

 

Newsletter – DECEMBER 2019 

Contents 

1. Chairman’s Monthly Report..…………………………………..……………………………………………..1 

2. Other Club News  ………………………………………………………………………………………….…..………..…….2 

3. 2020 Annual General Meeting Notice……………………………………………………………………………..….5 

4. Southern Pacific Diesel Locomotives Paint Schemes……………….…………………………..................6 

5. ESKOM Loco Kitty - A Century and More of Continuous Service ….……………………………………15 

6. Whose Layout Is This? ……..……………………………………………………………………………………………….20  

7. The Water Tower Challenge - …………………………….………………………………................................21 

8. Upcoming Duty Roster………………………………………….…………………………………………………..…..….22 

9. Club Diary……………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………23 

10. Club Committee……………………………………………………….……………………………………………………….24 

11. Banking Details………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………24 

   

       

2019 Chairman’s Report – December 2019 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello again fellow EMRIG’ers, 

Last month I said, “Dare I say, Christmas is just around the corner”.  Now it is time to say, “Christmas is here”!  

Well – just a couple of weeks away… 

Some, if not most of the working class will be starting their holidays at the end of this week, and if not going 

away, spending some down time at home.  As I all so often say, I am doing the garden route this Christmas 

again, i.e. working in the Garden and home. 

Well, looking back, this year has been an interesting one. Our Swap meets continue to grow and get better 

when it would appear others are taking some strain. It is a pity really, as it is always great to have several 

“good” meets around Gauteng to keep the hobby alive. 

Arguably, the biggest event this year was our move from the previous premises into our new premises on 

the top floor opposite the clinic. Although the area overall is smaller, the breaking up of that area into 

various offices and rooms has resulted in a much smaller layout setup. This is unfortunate, but beggars 

cannot be choosers.  However, we arguably have one of the best facilities we have ever had in the past, and 

arguably into the future! 

Another great activity now is the maintenance / clinic day.  It has been a bit erratic and not so many clinics 
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as such, but it does seem to slowly be getting some traction.  John Burkhardt has arguably done the only 

clinic with his soldering techniques, but the maintenance of the layout has definitely shown some benefits. 

Especially with the new setup, modules have been levelled better and electrical issues are slowly being 

knocked off the list one by one. Not all the electrical issues have been resolved, not by a long way, but at 

least more is being done than in the past to get the layout in tip-top shape for the members. 

As for next year?  The committee is frantically thinking of things to do in the way of outings and clinics.  Also, 

more importantly, what can be done on the layout to improve it and draw more members in to participate. 

Three such areas are the rewiring of Bob’s station, expanding the N scale modular layout, and also adding 

some more modules to the HO branch line. 

In January next year (just around the corner!), we have our AGM - with more details in the newsletter from 

Brian and Mark, but we please implore you all to join us on the day and give some input to the running of 

the club.  So we certainly hope to see you all there. 

All that leaves me to do is to wish each and every one of you and your families and friends a very Happy 

Christmas and a truly prosperous New Year. 

So, till next time, 

Happy railroading. 

Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Annual General Meeting 2020 

As Glynn has alluded to above – please be advised (actually reminded! – it’s been in the Club Calendar for a 

while now!) that the next EMRIG AGM will be held on Sunday 19th January 2020.  The venue details will be 

confirmed closer to the time, as it seems there could be something else happening at our “normal” (recent) 

venue at the Scout Hall on that day.  But, meanwhile – SAVE THE DATE!  Please make every effort to attend 

the AGM, so that we can be assured we have a Quorum, and can take the decisions necessary to running 

the club.  And, of course, if you would be prepared to consider offering your talents and abilities in serving 

your club in some way, that would be absolutely FANTASTIC!!  Just saying….. as the relevant current ex-

pression seems to be! 

EMRIG’s “Buddy Group” System 

At a recent Committee Meeting, the idea was raised (and agreed to) that we introduce a “Buddy Group” 

system in the club, for keeping in touch with our members.  The idea is that each Committee Member will 
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be responsible for keeping in contact with a small group of the active membership of the club, providing 

information about club activities, and also encouraging participation in and attendance at club events and 

activities, such as our swap meets, annual and special meetings, layout visits, maintenance workshops, etc.  

And then also to check how things are going with those members, be aware of illness or other problems 

that might be impacting on the member’s ability or inclination to participate in club activities.  Each Com-

mittee Member can then contact his “buddies”, in whatever way he wishes (phone call, messaging, group 

messages, email, etc.), and then stay in touch with them.  

So the club’s membership list has been divided up between the Committee Members.  It’s now up to the 

Committee Members to initiate contact with the members of their “buddy group”.  I thought to set up a 

Whatsapp Group for my group members, and called it EMRIG Brian’s Buddy Group, and loaded the contact 

numbers of the guys that I am responsible for keeping in contact with.  But before I even had a chance to 

explain the purpose of the group (while I was still loading the rest of the members in the group), two of the 

members immediately “left the group” (perhaps they don’t consider themselves or want to be my “bud-

dies”!!)!  Ja well… I suppose that we’re all a bit inundated with info-overload, and who wants to be subject-

ed to even more extraneous pings on their phone!  Perhaps I should only have set up the group AFTER first 

explaining here what was going on….    

Anyway, here’s a request to please be tolerant when a Committee Member makes contact with you.  He’s 

not checking on your Tax Status or trying to sell you something…  he’s merely trying to encourage you to be 

an active member of a club that you chose to join.    

 Swap Meets (At Northmead And Elsewhere) 

Our next swap meet happens on Saturday 14th December (that’s VERY VERY soon!).  Once again, we are 

asking our club members to come along to support the traders (the past two swap meets at Krugersdorp 

and Pretoria have both been very quiet, with not a lot of trading going on), and then of course also to assist 

as usual with the setting up and taking down afterwards.  The mall will be opened at 06h30 for us, so that 

we can set out the tables and start getting things ready, made a little easier as the new Entrance 2 is now 

open and functional.  On the day, we also want to have trains running on all our layouts, to showcase what 

we have to offer as a club.  So please bring your trains to run, as well!   

And then the next swap meet after that will be …. OURS again!  On Saturday 29th February!!  There is no 

swap meet scheduled for January.  We’re in February, and then the next one after that will be the PMTC 

swap meet in Pretoria on Saturday 28th March (once again, after payday!!). 

Next Club Workshop on ………… 

The Workshop planned for Saturday 23rd November didn’t happen…. Fortunately there wasn’t a lot that 

needed doing anyway, just general cleaning and maintenance, but it seems that folks were just generally 

too busy.  I made great use of the cancellation (turned it into an opportunity!) to go and run my American 

trains at Chamdor, as part of the CFG Operations Session, instead. 

With our AGM taking place in January we will not be holding a Workshop that month.  So the next Work-

shop date will most likely be on the fourth Saturday in February – 22nd February, ahead of the swap meet 

on the 29th.  Please make a diary note of that date NOW!!  
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Key Duty Roster 

Mark has drawn up a draft Key Duty Roster for 2020, and has sent it out to those members who currently 

do Key Duty, for them to confirm availability.  The 2020 Roster will then shortly be finalised, and will be 

posted up on the club noticeboard, and sent out to those who are involved in doing the duties.  The final-

ised Roster for the whole year will then also be included in the January Newsletter.  

If there is anyone who is not currently a Duty Keyman, and you would like to offer your services in this re-

gard, please speak to Mark or one of the other Committee Members.  You will need to be trained in what 

needs to be done, and what you can expect, and will probably initially work alongside one of the current 

key-holders until you are confident to handle the club on your own.   

Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library.      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, you need to be an ac-

tive paid-up member of the club.  Send Niel a message at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something important that you need to be notified about. 

 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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2020 Annual General Meeting Notice 

 

Notice is hereby given that: 

Our AGM will take place on Sunday 19th January 2020 starting at ………. am at …………………………... 

(venue details are still to be confirmed) 

 PROPOSED AGENDA 

1. Welcome, attendance register to please sign 
 

2. Acceptance of Minutes of AGM of 20th January 2019 
 

3. Chairman’s report back on the year 2019 
 

4. Financial Report, by treasurer,  

 Income, expenses, subs, etc. 

 Membership matters 
 

5. Our Club Room location. What does the future hold? 
 

6. The Club facilities, 

 Members’ modules, layout configuration, DCC and ADC,  

 Exhibition Layouts 

 HO Branch Line developments? 

 N Gauge Developments? 

 Comments, ideas, responsibilities, maintenance and improvements 

 Operating Sessions 
 

7. Exhibitions 

 Swapmeets 
 

8. Programme of events, visits etc. for 2020 

 What do the members want? 

 Hobby Fair 2020 
 

9. Newsletter, communications media? 
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10. Election of Committee / responsible persons for 2020 
Chairman, secretary, treasurer, layout manager, webmaster, newsletter editor. 

The current committee members are all available for re-election, with the exception 

of the position of treasurer. 

Please submit any nominations to the chairman prior to the meeting. 

11. Any other business 
 

The finalised Agenda will be made available at the meeting.  If you have any additional items that you wish 

to add to the Agenda, please notify Mark ASAP.  

 

Southern Pacific Diesel Locomotive Paint Schemes 

By Terrence Marx 

Pre-Introduction 

OK, so before I can start this article, I need to highlight how the SP was structured, as there were several 

subsidiaries that operated as part of the Southern Pacific Transportation Company (SPTCo) and whose paint 

schemes were determined by the SPTCo management. It is for that reason that reference is also made to 

them. These include: 

T&NO 

The Texas and New Orleans Railroad (reporting mark T&NO) operated in Texas and Louisiana. By 1934 it 

operated 3,713 miles (5,975 km) of railroad and by 1961 about 3,385 miles (5,448 km) remained when it 

merged with parent company Southern Pacific. 

PE 

The Pacific Electric Railway Company (reporting mark PE), nicknamed the Red Cars, was a privately owned 

mass transit system in Southern California consisting of electrically-powered streetcars, inter-urban cars and 

buses, and was the largest electric railway system in the world in the 1920s. It was created in 1901 by Henry 

E. Huntington and banker Isaias W. Hellman. Huntington was a Vice President of the Southern Pacific 

Railroad (SP), operated by his uncle Collis P. Huntington. So he had a railway background, and he oversaw 

SP's effort to consolidate many smaller street railroads into one organized network. In the "Great Merger" 

of September 1, 1911, the Southern Pacific created a new Pacific Electric Railway Company, which was 

composed of Huntington’s original “old” PE, and several other inter-urban lines in and around L A. 

SSW 

The St. Louis Southwestern Railway Company (reporting mark SSW), nicknamed the "The Cotton Belt Route" 

or simply Cotton Belt, is a former US Class I railroad which operated between St. Louis, Missouri, and 
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various points in the states of Arkansas, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Texas from 1891 to 1980. In 1980 the 

Cotton Belt began operating the Rock Island. Operation of the Cotton Belt was assumed by parent Southern 

Pacific Transportation Company in 1992. Southern Pacific gained Interstate Commerce Commission approval 

to control the Cotton Belt on April 14, 1932, but continued to operate it as a separate company until 1992, 

when the Southern Pacific consolidated the Cotton Belt's operations into the parent company. Cotton Belt 

diesel locomotives from 1959 on were painted in Southern Pacific's "bloody nose" scheme and in later years 

the letters SSW were painted on the nose. 

Introduction 

The 1930s saw the first diesel locomotives making a serious inroad into the major carriers of the day, which 

naturally also required the first major paint scheme decisions to be made. Like every other railroad of the 

time, Southern Pacific also went through a series of paint schemes over its lifetime.  

The history of the company is also reflected in its paint scheme, and I was surprised to see how many 

different paint schemes there had been: I personally knew of only 3 versions, these being the Daylight, 

Black Widow, and the final Red-Bookend with Grey scheme. The more I investigated, the more I found out, 

and I have had to split this article into a series of three to fit it all in. 

In this part one, I cover the steam-to-diesel transition era. This era consisted mostly of diesel switcher 

locomotives. 

Part two will cover the rest of the paint scheme including the Daylight, Black Widow and Bloody Nose 

schemes. 

Part three will cover the Oddballs that invariably existed in the SP. 

1937 – 1944 Interim Tiger Stripe 
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 SP's first diesels were SW1 switchers, and received a paint scheme based on EMD's SW1 demonstrator 804. 

Most references say the lettering was white, but SP's later Lettering Diagram for the Black Widow F-units 

prescribes an Aluminium-Bronze lettering. There is probably a better than good chance that the lettering 

and striping was in fact Aluminium-Bronze. 

While the initial paint scheme was not given a specific name, according to the Espee Railfan website, it has 

been referred to as the Dress Black scheme, a throw-back to the nearly always-black steam locomotive days.  

These early diesels came in all-over black, with a thin frame pinstripe, and a parallel pin-stripe placed just 

below the cab window, and running the length of the cab side, the long hood, and wrapping around over 

the radiator.  Kato painted a model NW2 to also include the back of the cab with that stripe. 

SP applied 12" Southern Pacific Lines lettering to the hood, the number under the cab window, but used 

smaller lettering at the bottom of the cab. 

The Dress Black scheme was applied to all SP switchers delivered between 1937 - August 1944. Interestingly, 

SP never received any mainline diesels during this period; its affiliate, the Cotton Belt (also known as the 

SSW) did, receiving its FT's in 1944. 

 

SP VO 1000 in its as-delivered scheme 

Cotton Belt's FT's were the first main-line power delivered to the System. 5 sets of FT ABBA units were 

delivered during 1944, all came in light grey paint with yellow wings, set off with red pinstripes and trim.  

The following classes of SP locomotives, all switchers, were known to have appeared in this scheme: 

SP - SW1, NW2, S-1, S-2, VO-660, VO-1000, HH-660, HH-1000, GE 44-tonner. 

T&NO - SW1, S-1, S-2. 

SSW – no known locomotives. 

SP unofficially moved on to their second paint scheme in August 1944: the popular and colourful Tiger 
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Stripes. 

 

1944 - 1946 Interim Tiger Stripe scheme 

With the delivery of Baldwin VO-1000s, numbered 1377 – 1385, SP changed the yard-switcher paint scheme 

in 1944 to an orange and black tiger stripe scheme.  One of the ideas behind this scheme was its greater 

visibility, especially at night.  

Locomotives painted in the Tiger Stripe scheme came with Orange diagonal stripes applied in a chevron 

pattern on the entire long hood end, which wrapped around the side a short distance. The cab end was 

striped up to the bottom of the windows, some units to just below (there may be a dimension for this), this 

also wrapped around the cab side a ways. The frame and pilots were also striped, the stripes slanted or 

faced the same way as those on the locomotive ends. The hood and cab ends and pilot stripes formed a 

continuous pattern when viewed end on. The pin-stripe along the top of the hood was changed from 

aluminium to orange. 

The air reservoirs on these locomotives were also striped, but these were usually painted black on the first 

repaint. 

The Southern Pacific Lines lettering on the hood-side as well as the cabside number remained 12", but 

painted in orange. It is believed that unit numbering on each end, on the orange and black stripes was in 

white, and on the black was orange. The word Lines was not dropped until 1946. 

SP changed to 15" lettering in 1945. New delivered locomotives and older units painted during this period 

also received this interim Tiger Stripe scheme. 

The following classes of SP locomotives, all switchers, were known to have appeared in this scheme: 

SP - SW1, NW2, S-2, VO-1000, GE 44 tonner. 

T&NO - S-2. 

SSW – no known locomotives  

Locomotives delivered 1947 starting with S-2's came painted this way in the Yard-Switcher Tiger Stripe 

scheme. 

Unfortunately I could not get conclusive picture-proof of this paint scheme, although a number of suspects 

did appear. 

 

1947 - 1956 Yard-Switcher Tiger Stripe scheme 

A variation of the Orange diagonal stripes on a black carbody was the paint scheme applied to all new diesel 

switchers from 1947 to 1956. It was also applied to all diesel switchers repainted up to 1957/58. 
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ALCO S4 SP1474 from the Orange Empire Museum CA. ©Stan Rothwell 

 

SP's first yard switchers delivered in the 'standard' Tiger Stripe scheme appeared to have been T&NO S-2's. 

These switchers were painted with Orange diagonal stripes applied on the entire long hood end, and 

wrapping around the side a short distance, in a chevron pattern. The cab end was striped up to the bottom 

of the windows, some units to just below. This also wrapped around the cab side a distance. The frame and 

pilots were also striped, all stripes were continuous, following a pattern, always facing the same way, with 

the hood and cab end and pilot stripes forming a continuous pattern when viewed end on. They kept the 

Orange pin-stripe along the top of the hood. 

New units also had the air reservoirs striped, but usually lost this on the first repaint. 

The lettering on the hood-side was changed to 15" Southern Pacific, still painted in Orange, (the Lines 

having been dropped in 1946), as was the cabside number. Unit numbering on each end, on the Orange and 

black stripes was in white, and on the black was Orange. 

Locos known to have appeared in this scheme: 

SP: HH-660, VO-660, VO-1000, GE 44 tonners, SW1, NW2, S-1, S-2, S-3, S-4, S-10, S-12, H12-44 

T&NO: S-1, S-2, S-4, NW2, S-12,  

PE: VO-660, VO-1000, GE 44 tonners 

VE: GE 44 tonners 

SSW: VO-1000, SW7, SW9, RS-3, DT-6-6-2000 
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It was during this period that the first Road Switchers also received the Yard Switcher Tiger Stripe scheme in 

1948-49. 

 

1949 - 1957 Tiger Stripe Paint for 'light' Road Switcher 

The first Road Switchers, the DRS6-4-1500, and DRS 6-6-1500 were originally painted in the Yard Switcher 

Tiger Stripe scheme. 

In an effort to gain better visibility, the hood ends were painted aluminium. These first two models not only 

had the orange tiger stripes still left on the hood end corners, but also kept the orange pinstripe at the top 

of the long hood. Although it is difficult to interpret from black and white photos, hood lettering may have 

been changed to aluminium as well. 

By the end of 1949, the Road Switcher Tiger Stripe paint had been finalised as all over black, with Daylight 

orange tiger stripes on the pilots, side sills and air tanks. The hood ends and lettering on black surfaces were 

aluminium, with lettering on aluminium surfaces being black. 

 

 

SD7 SP5280 as-delivered in 1952 

 

All units delivered beginning 1950, were painted in this scheme at the factory, and older units were 

evidently repainted fairly quickly to match this new standard. 
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The first units to be delivered in this scheme appear to be T&NO DRS6-6-15s. 

A number of switchers considered by SP to be 'light road switchers' were also painted in a variation of this 

scheme. 

Locos known to have appeared in this scheme included: 

SP - DRS6-4-1500, DRS6-6-1500, DRS6-6-1500B, RSD5, 70 tonner, SW8, SW900, TR6A, TR6B, AS-616, SD7, 

NW2, 

T&NO - DRS6-6-15, SW8, SW9, RSD5, SW1200, 

PE - DRS6-6-1500 

SSW – no known locomotives 

Contemporary SSW road switchers of the time were painted in the SSW black with orange bow wave 

scheme, or their version of the Black Widow scheme. 

All these Tiger Stripings can create some confusion, especially to later-year modellers and so the guys over 

at the Espee Railfan group developed a rule of thumb, which by no means covers all the locos: 

 If a switcher was MU capable, it was a candidate for the road-switcher scheme. Except some 70 

tonners, and no doubt others... 

 Joe Strapac states in the 1981 SP Review "No road switcher with more than 1600hp ever carried 

tiger stripes". 

 Alco, Baldwin and FM switchers with MU capability were delivered in the Tiger Stripe 'Switcher' 

paint scheme, while EMD and GE switchers with MU were delivered in the aluminium-end 'Road 

Switcher' scheme. 

 Beginning with the Train Masters in 1953, Black Widow paint was specified for Hood units. 

 

1958 Halloween Paint scheme. 

This paint scheme was used for a brief period during June and July 1958, although the name 'Halloween' 

was never officially recognised by the company. It would appear that shop paint crews were heard to refer 

to this scheme as Halloween, and the term was generally used in a derogatory manner. The Halloween 

name can either refer to every locomotive that SP painted into solid orange and black, or those locomotives 

that were not originally painted Tiger Stripe, i.e. F and E units, and possibly passenger GP9's and H24-66's. 
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During a recessionary period in 1958, SP adopted a cheaper paint scheme than the expensive 4 colour Black 

Widow scheme. The prototype that was used was first applied to an HO Scale model, with nail-polish during 

one lunch break at Head Office. 

As it was applied to switchers, the areas that were previously orange diagonal stripes were simply painted 

solid orange. This included the sills, hood ends and pilots. Switchers kept their orange lettering. 

A random number of SP switchers and Road-switchers are known to have appeared in this scheme. 

 

SP2111 showing off the Halloween scheme in a not-so-normal way 
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The passenger units perhaps had the greatest variation. Hood units were fairly standard, with orange hood 

ends and hoodside lettering 'Lettering Gray'. The cab units however, exhibited two variations, the early cab 

units had the orange on top of the nose in some later scarlet area, but then rounding the numberboards 

and angling back towards the end of the anti-climber. The later cab units had the orange applied in the 

exact shape the later scarlet would take, (including the wings or feathers), of the scarlet and grey scheme. 

Passenger locos known to have appeared in this scheme included GP9s (5600 – 5603), E7A (6001), E9A 

(6051), F3 (6152), F7 (6342, 6351, 6362?, 6371), PA2 (6024, 6039) PB2 (5922), F9Ams (631 – 634, 724) 

Athearn released a 'Special Edition' set SE-2219 with two powered S12's (1457, 1511) which came out in 

this paint scheme as well. 

REFERENCES 

www.Espee.railfan.net    www.Trainorders.com  

www.ncry.org     www.en.wikipedia.org  

www.ggrm.org     www.oregonpacificrr.com  

www.flickr.com     www.digitalrailartist.com  
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Eskom Locos - A CENTURY AND MORE OF CONTINUOUS SERVICE 

& STILL GOING STRONG  

Editor’s Note: Given that ESKOM has been receiving so much negative publicity these days, regarding their 
electricity-generating abilities, here’s an article (reprinted from the March and April 2019 editions of On 
Track, the newsletter of the Railway Society of South Africa [RSSA], kindly provided by Jean Dulez), 
demonstrating that, at least in the old days, ESKOM knew how to look after their old steam locos…. 
 

 

132 YEARS OLD  -  KITSON, AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS “KITTY” 

“A chunk of steel which has become a symbol of inspiration” 
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Kitty, the 6th engine of a total of seven class “C” 4-6-0 tank engines, was built in 1879 for the Natal 

Government Railways (NGR) by Kitson and Co. of Leeds in England at a price of 3 596 Pounds Sterling. 

Works number 2269 was allocated to her and the NGR designated her to be number 13. She was landed in 

Durban either late in 1879 or early in 1880. No further information is available on her life up to 1913, except 

that she was renumbered from number 13 to number 47 at some stage by the NGR, and to number 62 in 

the “C” class of the SAR following the incorporation of the NGR into the SAR in 1910. 

In 1913 the Victoria Falls and Transvaal Power Company (VFP) was looking for a locomotive to haul coal 

hoppers from Modrea station, on the Witbank to Germiston line, over a distance of 2,5 miles (4 km) to the 

Brakpan power station. The Assistant Maintenance Engineer at Rosherville Central Workshops, Mr T R 

Fenwick, was sent to the Durban workshops of the SAR to inspect a Kitson engine in the “C” class which was 

for sale.  He found the engine acceptable and recommended the purchase at a price of 600 Pounds Sterling. 

ESCOM instated her original number (No 13), and christened her “Kitty”. The original type paraffin 

headlamp was refitted.  Kitty was hauled by rail to Modrea station in 1913 and became the “loco mate” of a 

Hunslet locomotive which the VFP had bought in 1912.  Between the two of them they hauled all the coal 

from Modrea station to Brakpan power station until 1920, when the VFP bought two ZASM locomotives. 

Kitty was sent to Rosherville power station.   

 

 

 

From 1920 to 1966 Kitty worked on the 1,5 mile (2,4 km) line between Jupiter station and Rosherville, 

hauling coal to the Rosherville power station.  After the closure of the power station in 1966, Kitty was used 

to haul light loads to the central workshop and stores at Rosherville.  In addition to the improvements made 

by the NGR, the VFP and ESCOM had also made some useful modifications over the years. The rear portion 
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of the frame was extended, the coal bunker moved to the rear of the cab, the custom built toolboxes were 

removed, and the discarded coal bunker was converted into a toolbox. The front portions of the side water 

tanks were lifted away from the frames and were extended towards the front of the engine. This 

necessitated some modification to the steam chests. The vacuum brake ejector was replaced by a 

Dreadnought ejector and the bottle type lubricator was replaced by a Eureka. 

 

 

A very proud little engine waiting for her coal trucks to arrive 

The oil headlamp, which had been replaced by an electric headlamp, was restored except for the 

replacement of the wick by an electric globe. The original bell type buffers were replaced by standard SAR 

knuckle couplers.  Kitty was re-boilered in 1927 and again in 1952. 

Despite these changes, Kitty was still resplendent in ESCOM’s familiar brown and gold colours and still 

closely resembled her original design. 

A CENTURY OF SERVICE 1879 – 1979 

In 1979 Kitty became the first steam locomotive in South Africa to have completed a century of continuous 

service. 

Dave Parsons, then charge-hand of the locomotive maintenance team at the central workshops, recalls the 

following:- 

“I have been on the footplate when Kitty pulled 20 loaded coal hoppers, more than 50 times her own 

weight, from Jupiter station to Rosherville power station. Many ten shilling bets were won by ESCOM men 

when SAR drivers bet that Kitty could not pull such loads”. 
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Dave fired and drove Kitty for forty-three years. He was first introduced to her as an apprentice fitter in 

1935 and they were “married”. According to Dave, Kitty and her sister engines used to pull loads of 

approximately fifty-five tons on a 1:30 gradient in their first years of operation. 

However, in later years he managed to move eighteen loaded coal hoppers, each weighing seventy-three 

tons, with Kitty while the bearings were warm. Kitty is not only the oldest locomotive in South Africa, but 

also the oldest locomotive with a 1.08 m (3ft 6in) gauge in the country. 

Our story of Kitty would hardly have been possible had it not been for Dave Parsons, the man who as a child 

bunked Sunday School to go and admire her.  Not only was he destined to keep her in prime working order, 

but he also did what few people care to do – he recorded her history, but he also went a step further and 

recorded the history of all the ESCOM locomotives. Therefore this story of Victorian Kitty, mainly because it 

so aptly breathes the spirit of the post Victorian era on the Witwatersrand. 

Dr Ian McRae (Chairman of ESKOM) wrote… “I have often been asked how it is that Eskom had managed to 

maintain its unique collection of steam locomotives in such a noticeable state of excellence. The answer is 

shortly: the quality of the people in Eskom. The pride with which each driver, each fireman, each handyman, 

each journeyman and even clerks and managerial staff treated our steam locomotives lies close to the heart 

of every Eskom employee. They were driven and maintained in almost the same manner as a mother 

coddles her infant”. 
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Kitty and two other locomotives made history when they became the first steam locomotives ever allowed 

into the new Johannesburg station. 

On 22 March 1990 an excited group of steam enthusiasts and the museum fraternity gathered at 

Johannesburg station to watch the Emil Kessler along with the 46 tonner NZASM locomotive No. 61 called 

Roos, chuff their way in. They are normally kept out because the low roof prevents smoke from escaping 

into the atmosphere. 

Huffing and puffing at a steady pace, with the coal dust flying in their eyes and people reminiscing about 

the good old days, they eventually reached Germiston station. Even those uninitiated into the lore of the 

old locos, could not help but be excited. 

Then Kitty was coupled up to the carriages, taking the place of the Emil Kessler and Roos, and took them on 

to Kaalfontein station at Esselin Park. It was the first time in a century that she worked on a main line 

hauling a passenger train. 

Kitty is the oldest working locomotive in South Africa and probably the oldest in the world that has never 

been taken out of service, and is, also, the oldest locomotive with a 1,08m gauge in the country. 

Kitty has covered more than a million kilometres and outlived many of the men that drove her. 

Dave Parsons received a commemorative medal for 45 years of dedicated service. Of the 100 medals 

presented to various people on the day, he received number 61 – the number of the NZASM Roos, one of 

the loco’s he spent a lot of time working on. 
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Whose Layout Is This??? (answer to be provided in our next edition) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Answer to the November edition question…:  That layout belongs to Colin Tanner-Tremaine.  (The clue that 
I referred to, “RIGHT” before your eyes, was the initials CTT on the track cleaner block in the lower right 
corner of the main picture.)  
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By ………………… nobody, once again this month    

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 2019 September Shane Brinkley (all the way from Perth!!) 

Shane then challenged Jimmy Mattushek, but Jimmy declined to accept the challenge.  He submitted an 

article a couple of months back.  He’s not going to be doing another one now.  So we are STILL looking for 

someone else to take up the challenge!!....  Shane – nominate someone else, please!! 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2019 Duty Roster till the end of January / mid Feb 2020.   

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone.  

Entries in Bold italics indicate a change from the original schedule.  

 

  Date Name   Date Name 

5 Sat 30-11 Johan dV 1 Wed 4-12 Kallie vB 

1 Sat 7-12 Theuns W 2 Wed 11-12 Colin A 

2 Sat 14-12 Brian D 3 Wed 18-12 Dave W 

3 Sat 21-12 William vdB 4 Wed 25-12 Father Christmas  

4 Sat 28-12 Glynn C 1 Wed 1-1 Kallie vB (TBC) 
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1 Sat 4-1 Mark P (TBC) 2 Wed 8-1 Colin A (TBC) 

2 Sat 11-1 Terrence  (TBC) 3 Wed 15-1 …………….. (TBC) 

3 Sat 18-1 Kobus P (TBC) 4 Wed 22-1 Brian D 

4 Sat 25-1 Colin A (TBC) 5 Wed 29-1 Jan K (TBC) 

1 Sat 1-2 William  (TBC) 1 Wed 5-2 Kallie vB (TBC) 

2 Sat 8-2 Johan dV (TBC) 2 Wed 12-2 Colin A (TBC) 

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc.  

 
      

The complete Key Duty Roster for 2019 was included in the January 2019 newsletter (available on the club’s 

website), if anyone needs to refer to it.  There is also a copy posted on the noticeboard at the clubroom.  

Mark, as Secretary, is responsible for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes that need to 

be made, please liaise with Mark.  The 2020 Roster is in the process of finalisation as you read this… 

 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 7th December, PMTC Swap Meet in Pretoria 

 Saturday 7th December, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Saturday 14th December, EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead Mall 

 Saturday 14th December, Reefsteamers to Heidelberg 

 Wednesday 25th December, club closed 

 Sunday 19th January, 2020, EMRIG AGM  - please diarise NOW! 

 Saturday 22nd February, EMRIG Club Workshop day 

 Saturday 29th February, EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead Mall 

 Saturday 28th March, PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria 
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2019 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Colin Tanner-Tremaine   cttremaine@mweb.co.za 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 112.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2019 ARE NOW SERIOUSLY SERIOUSLY SERIOUSLY 
OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT IF NOT YET PAID; THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN PAID BEFORE 
END OF MARCH! 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2019 ARE THE SAME AS THEY WERE THIS PAST 
COUPLE OF YEARS – THEY ARE STILL : R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 
FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.   

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 
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