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2019 Chairman’s Report – September 2019 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello again fellow EMRIG’ers 

Again, I hope this newsletter finds you all well. 

It is just unbelievable that I am writing another report for the newsletter. It feels like I am writing one every 

week, but, a sign of the times where the year is just flying by before our eyes. Here we are in September 

and Christmas, dare I say it, is just around the corner!!! 

There were two significant events in August, firstly our Maintenance / Clinic day on the 24th of August, and 

our 3rd Swap Meet of the year, held on the 31st of August. 

The Maintenance day and Clinic was excellent. The N gauge layout was finally put together and is in a 

running condition. Richard spent most of the morning running his British trains there. 

On the HO layout, there was and still is a fair amount of work still to be done. Long story short – in trying to 

incorporate the Digitrax Power Management unit (PM42), incorrect wiring was found on one of the 

modules, and the existing PM42 is believed to be faulty. The PM42 has been replaced and the faulty wiring 

has been disconnected, but still needs to be reconnected correctly. Issues still to be worked on are the 
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remaining IR panels as well as the Loconet. 

The plan going forward is to have a couple of suitable “replacement” modules that will allow us to 

temporarily remove existing modules that have issues, so that we can work on them. 

During the maintenance time, John Burkhardt also conducted a Clinic on soldering for us, which was 

attended by Jimmy Mattushek, Karel van Breda and Dave Wynne. They certainly did spend some time on 

the subject, and they all exited seeming very happy and dying to get home and do some practice. 

A very big thank you to everyone who attended. It was a really great time and the committee hopes 

everyone enjoyed the day. The next Maintenance / Clinic day will be this month on Saturday the 28th from 

12h00 till about 14h00. We will keep you informed closer to the day. 

Lastly, we hosted our third Swap Meet of the year and again, what an attendance by exhibitors!  84 tables in 

total. We were worried that with the renovations, buyers would not be there, and up till about 08h50, it 

was certainly looking like it. However, by 09h00, the swap meet was its usual busy self. What was really 

encouraging was to see the buyers frequenting the little coffee shop. It is certainly comforting to see 

everyone socialising and having a good time among fellow modellers! 

Again, a big thank you to everyone that helped. As the saying goes, many hands make light work, and this 

swap meet was a great example yet again of that philosophy. Our next Swap Meet is in December and I ask 

you all to again keep the date open and come and help. 

So, till next time, 

Happy railroading. 

Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Our New Club Premises…  

The new premises are definitely beginning to feel like “home”, and a much more comfortable home than 

our previous one. The layouts are all working.  The fire extinguishers have now been serviced and affixed to 

the walls.  There is still some work that needs to be done, but we are rapidly “getting there”.  We still need 

to put up the CCTV cameras, and get the alarm attended to so that we can set it, and the shunting layout 

needs to be connected so that it can be used as either DC or DCC, but everything is pretty much fully func-

tional.   But we really have a quite exceptional clubhouse facility, as many of the Swap Meet visitors to the 

club recently commented!   Let’s hope we get to stay here!!! 
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Club Workshop and Soldering Clinic on 24th August 

I was away on another short holiday (why are they always so short?!) when this Workshop happened, and 

so I was not able to participate.  I would have been there otherwise!  I really have a LOT to learn about sol-

dering...  I once (in Standard 7, I think) had to make a funnel out of a tinplate sheet as an Industrial Arts 

metalwork project, and it turned out more like a sieve than a funnel!!  

John Burkhardt offered the soldering clinic, so that we all would know how to solder properly!  Unfortu-

nately, only three of our club members attended this clinic.  Thank you to Colin A (not an attendee) for 

providing me with the photographic evidence!  One other prominent club member, conspicuous by his ab-

sence (empty chair!), was outside having a smoke break at the time Colin took the pics!  (An interesting ob-

servation perhaps is that all who attended the clinic are “Wednesday runners” at the club! Why??)  
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N Gauge Action…?? 

William vdB’s table-top layout, on loan to the club, has been returned and is in the N Gauge Room, and is 

available for club-running once again along with the exhibition layout, so there is now a bit more for the N 

Gauge runners to do.   

And further news is that Mark’s idea of setting up a work-group and looking at putting something addition-

al together for them to run on is taking shape…  Glynn was at the club again on Saturday looking at ideas 

for the N Gauge expansion, and will be putting together a proposal for the Committee to consider.  Hope-

fully there will be more to report on this front in the near future.  

This new project could provide an opportunity for club members then to get together as a work-team to 

produce a new layout or layout expansion, and to apply the layout and modelling and landscaping skills 

they have acquired over the years, and share those with newbies wanting to learn!! 

 

Swap Meet Feedback 

The Swap Meet held on 31st August has to rank as one of the biggest to date, surely!  There were 84 tables 

booked (and we only have 60 table cloths – so we had to do a lot of “stretching”!).   Dream Trains, all the 

way from Bloemfontein, who don’t normally attend the August meet, were there with 14 tables full of 

trains!!  The other big traders (and I’m talking about table numbers, not necessarily the physical dimensions 

of the guys!!) were Johan de Villiers (10 tables), Craig’s Models (8 tables), Natures Models (8 tables), Mark 

Trains [that’s Mervyn!] (7 tables), and Len Swanepoel (5 tables). 

Disappointingly, there weren’t a lot of club members there at 6:30 to start setting out the tables as we had 

requested (just the “hard-core regulars”), and we didn’t have the use of the big flat Exhibition Layout trol-

leys to move them around either.  So it was a bit of a mission for a few of us in the beginning, although a 

number of others did show up a bit later, and pitched in and helped (once the hardest graft was done by 

the early-risers ).  But we managed with the two smaller “trader assist” trolleys (one of which now seems 

to have gone missing, by the way!!!), and one belonging to one of the traders (dankie Kobus!!), being able 

to move 5 tables at a time.  Fortunately the hiring company delivering the tables had been granted access 

to the north end of the mall through the construction site, and were able to deliver the tables relatively 

close to where we needed them.  Also fortunately, Kobus brought his son Gustaf and a rugby-player friend 

of Gustaf’s, so there were a couple of younger / stronger bodies to assist with the set-up! 

As I was on Key duty in the club room, which because it is now upstairs is unfortunately a bit more remote 

from the action, I didn’t get to spend too much money…  I had a look around as Mervyn was setting out his 

wares, but the one item that I was particularly keen on (a small rustic sawmill yard) had already been 

“booked” by someone else who got there and spoke to Mervyn before me (perhaps while I was still laying 

out tablecloths)!  I did manage to get away from upstairs during the course of the swap meet, but I guess by 

then all the bargains had already been snapped up….     

There definitely seemed to be a good turnout for the Swap Meet by the buying public, and a LOT of the 

guys also came upstairs to see where the new club premises are located.  It was very busy in there, includ-
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ing a couple of non-members who happily wandered through into the “Members only” workroom and sat 

down to have a casual chat, and needed to be very politely evicted, and pointed in the direction of the ta-

ble and chairs available in the main clubroom that they had walked past!  There were also a few guys who 

needed to check out their new purchases, running them on the club layouts (DCC as well as DC on the Dulez 

layout), and made use of our “test” facilities.  And now having a proper kitchen at our disposal, we were 

also able to offer coffee and tea to those who could find us!    

The Swap Meet was well organised by Mark (admin and arrangements) and Glynn (table layout design), and 

the traders were once again pretty complimentary.  Pity the Entrance 2 was closed up due to the construc-

tion, and things felt a bit “hemmed in”, but I think we as a club managed admirably!  Hopefully by the time 

of the next Swap Meet, there will be a new Entrance 2 in place.  

 

Upcoming Swap Meets (At Northmead And Elsewhere) 

The next Swap Meet that we host in Benoni will only be in December, on Saturday 14th (so you can diarise 

that date so long!).  But if you are looking for other Swap Meets to attend and try to snap up bargains or 

find that particular item you have been looking for, there are still more Swap Meets this year as follows: 

 21st September in Pretoria, hosted by PMTC 

 26th October in Krugersdorp, hosted by Xroads Hobbies 

 7th December again in Pretoria, just a week before ours… 

 

Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library.      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, send Niel a message 

at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something important that you need to be notified about.   

 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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My Operations Adventures: - Fun And Games 

By A Fly On The Wall 

 

Editor’s Note: Glynn has not yet come up with another article in this series.   He says he’s run out of 

topics….. But fortunately for us the monthly Operations Sessions continue, almost like Swiss clockwork.  

Inevitably there is an incident or two, occasionally a change to the dates schedule, and not everyone is able 

to make it to every session, so the team composition varies a bit from month to month.  But those guys that 

are there ALWAYS enjoy and appreciate the sessions, being able to run some magnificent trains on fantastic 

layouts to well-organised schedules!! And invariably they have fun too…  There was a (live!) fly on the wall in 

Glynn’s train-room at the most recent Ops Session!  Fortunately the fly was able to recall some of the 

incidents and accidents that occurred, and submitted a detailed written report in triplicate to the Editor…..     

The Ops Sessions are always enjoyable!  Apart from the pleasure of running trains in an Operations 

environment, where multiple trains are run to timetable schedules and there is switching (shunting) to be 

done, it is also a great bunch of guys enjoying a time of trains, friendship and fun on a Sunday morning once 

a month. 

This past Ops Session was another really good one at Glynn’s place, and the chirps and quips started early 

and just kept on flowing and entertaining everyone throughout the morning…. 

Glynn serves as the Despatcher, and there were ten guys running trains, some chirpier than others. 

They get there at 9 in the morning, and have a cup of coffee to help them wake up.  The morning turned out 

to be a little cooler than some of them had anticipated.  Wise old ColinTT arrived all warmly dressed up in a 

winter coat, with a scarf around his neck and a cap on his head to keep him warm.  Young Niel, on the other 

hand, arrived wearing shorts, admittedly with a track suit top over his T shirt, but shoeless!   He claims that, 

while working on a track layout for a client somewhere out in the sticks, the client’s dogs ate his flip-flops… 

Well, that’s his current excuse, anyway! 

The Dusters 

Brian and Mike both drive Renault Dusters.  And both of them had obviously recently been away driving on 

dirt roads.  Brian arrived, walked over to and greeted Mike. 

Brian: Well you can certainly see why they call our cars Dusters!! 

Jimmy: I also have a Duster from time to time… except that mine’s called a Pajero. Today it just happens to 

be dust-free… 

Glynn: I also have a duster.  It’s in the cupboard.  The maid uses it to clean around the house!!  

Glynn had suffered a pinched nerve in his back the previous weekend while working on the club layout, his 

wife has been away overseas visiting her sister, and work-wise he has had “a week from hell”…  He 

apologised at the outset that his layout might not be as clean as it usually is (we only run trains there every 
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second month), but that he had at least tried to clean the main tracks, if perhaps not all of the sidings.  He 

obviously hadn’t made very good use of his duster… 

The Diesel Spill and Consequences 

The session started with each of the Operators being allocated tasks to do or trains to run.  Niel was the 

Yardmaster of the Whitefish Yard, with Mike assisting him there.  Very early on in the session, Mike, while 

stretching across to uncouple a train in the Yard, knocked against another train standing on a line closer to 

him.  He knocked over a fuel tanker, which caused another tanker and four or five other connected wagons 

and the two diesel locomotives to end up on their sides.  Everyone heard the train fall over, and looked to 

see what had happened.   

Ralph:   Photos!! We need to take photos as evidence, please.  There is bound to be an insurance claim! 

An embarrassed Mike re-railed the (fortunately undamaged!) train, and the session continued. 

Sometime later Mike noticed a dead spider or insect on the tracks in the Yard (no doubt due to Glynn having 

not had time to vacuum or dust his layout ahead of the session). 

Mike:    There seems to be a lot of dead wildlife here in Whitefish! 

Niel: It’s probably due to the massive diesel-spill incident that occurred here earlier, which you of all 

people definitely should know something about! 

Further Layout Damages (fortunately just minor and temporary) 

To make it easier for the Operators to work at the sidings where switching needs to take place, Glynn has 

recently installed small shelves (made for him by Niel) on which to lay out the car-cards.  These shelves have 

been put in place, the brackets 

screwed to the layout, but the 

shelves not yet glued to the 

brackets.   

Kallie, who is a very new boy in 

the Ops Group and not yet 

totally familiar with the layout, 

brushed against one of the 

shelves, and it fell with a loud 

clang onto the layout 

(fortunately no trains were 

passing below at the time).   

After a bit of ragging from the guys, Kalie apologised, then Glynn apologised that the shelves were not yet 

securely fastened.   All’s forgiven…. 

Stru’s Bob, about half an hour later, John brushes against another of the shelves, and it also falls down!  

Even more ragging from the guys was heard around the room!!     
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But John was not having the best of days!  While sitting on a 

bar stool waiting for the appointed time to take a train out of 

Stryker, John pushed against the board with the switches and 

indicator lights for all the Stryker Yard points, and dislodged 

that as well!  And then he couldn’t work out how to fit it 

back again, and had to call Glynn over!!  John’s rather graphic 

comments, once Glynn showed him where the hidden 

locating slots were positioned, cannot be committed to the 

written word in polite company…    

The Eureka Moment! 

One of the easiest / quickest of the switching exercises on the layout is to take the “Eureka Local” from 

Whitefish to a short spur line known as Eureka.  There are two wagons standing in Whitefish at the start of 

the session that need to be taken to Eureka, and two wagons (seen in the pic below left) waiting on the 

dead-end Eureka spur, to be collected and returned to Whitefish.  It really couldn’t be simpler! 

Brian had asked during the initial task allocations if he could please run a Local train (those that do the 

shunting), and was allocated the simple Eureka run, as Niel and Mike were still making up the other “Local 

trains” out of the wagons that had been delivered to Whitefish 

the previous evening.  As soon as Mike had hooked up the 

obligatory caboose to the two wagons standing ready, Brian 

hitched up his locos (they invariably run “consists” of two or 

three locomotives) to the two wagons and caboose, picked up 

the car-cards for the two wagons he was taking out, and jauntily 

set off for Eureka. 

Eureka is a simple “head-shunt”.  You arrive at Eureka, pull the 

waiting wagons out of the spur line, move them to another piece 

of track nearby, run around to the back of the (very short!) train, 

and push the two arriving wagons onto the Eureka spur.  Simple!  

Really, really simple!!  Then all you have to do is get the damn 

caboose to the other end of the two wagons you have pulled out, 

and re-connect the locos to the front end of the new train.  You 

drop off the car-cards for the wagons you have brought in, and 

pick up the car-cards for the wagons you are taking back to 

Whitefish, and head off in the direction that you had come from 

(to the bottom of the picture at left).  Simple!  Easy peasy!!   

Brian completed the Eureka exercise very confidently, quickly and 

efficiently, and returned to Whitefish, feeling pleased with 

himself, ready to take on the next switching task.  On arrival in Whitefish, he handed over the car-cards to 

Mike, uncoupled from the short train, and moved his loco-consist down the line, waiting for Mike to remove 

the Eureka arrivals and add the new wagons that Brian would now need to take to Essex and East Glacier 

Park, his next allotted task.  Just as Brian was about to leave Whitefish for Essex, Niel commented… 
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 Niel: Despatch, we seem to have a bit of a challenge! 

Glynn: What’s the challenge? 

Niel: The car-cards from Eureka and the wagons Brian has brought in don’t seem to match up. (Now 

Glynn sets everything up meticulously ahead of each session, but perhaps Niel thought that he might 

possibly have an opportunity to have a bit of a dig at Glynn this time!)   

Glynn checked the cards and the wagons now standing at Eureka.  He asked Brian if he had dropped off the 

cards at Eureka, and Brian answered in the affirmative.  It then became very evident that all Brian had 

managed to achieve, was to take the two wagons from Whitefish to Eureka, and then bring THE SAME TWO 

WAGONS back to Whitefish, along with the cards for the wagons he was meant to have brought back, 

leaving behind in Eureka the wagons that were there in the first place, the ones he was meant to fetch!!   

Brian’s look quickly changed from a smug “pleased with himself” to a very sheepish “how embarrassing” 

blush!!  Much more ragging from the group ensued!! 

The President 

Glynn’s layout, as is almost every layout I have ever seen, is still a “work in progress”.  Although everything 

functions perfectly, track-wise, there is still some work to do on the landscaping side.  In a few places there 

are just pieces of card with the name of the industry or building that is still to be procured or assembled and 

to be installed in that place.  One such is the “missing” station platform and building at East Glacier Park. 

 

Jimmy, having previously had a discussion with Glynn, had brought his own beautiful sound-equipped steam 

loco (all Glynn’s locos are diesels, and are all non-sound, with just one exception), to head the fancy 

“President’s Train”, with its historic luxury coaches.  The President’s Train is a non-scheduled train (not 

included in the timetable), which was devised by Glynn to provide some additional interest to the Ops 
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Session.  The idea is that the President (of the Burlington Northern Railroad Company), who has his own 

special short train, sets out from Stryker at any time he pleases, and stops wherever he wants to along the 

way, in order to carry out “surprise” inspections of his railway company, thus providing unscheduled 

“obstacles” that the Despatcher and the other train engineers have to cope with.  The President really is a 

serious “pain in the butt” for the Despatcher and the Operators!        

Jimmy set off with the beautiful President’s Train, stopping here and there, generally getting in everyone’s 

way and making a right royal nuisance of himself.  Halfway around the layout, Jimmy arrived at East Glacier 

Park and stopped at the platform area where the station building is supposed to be. 

Jimmy: Glynn, the President is not impressed!  He wanted to get out here at East Glacier and have a pee 

and buy a coke, but there’s no station building at which he can do so! 

Brian: Tell the President that he then needs to lift the damn budget restrictions, so that the station 

building can be built!  

Glynn: Yes!!  Tell HIM to find the money to do it with!!! 

Travel Speed Justifications 

Towards the end of the session, by which time most of them had been on their feet for more than two and 

a half hours, John (driving a long inter-modal [container] train – which earns the railroad a lot of money, and 

is generally given priority over other trains) found himself waiting in the siding at West Glacier Park, at 

Despatch’s instruction, for an approaching train.  Remember that much of Glynn’s layout consists of single 

track, with passing loops and sidings, so trains have to wait for others to clear the track ahead, before they 

can proceed. 

John: Despatch, who am I waiting for? 

Glynn: You’re holding for Brian, driving the other Intermodal from Browning. 

John: Why am I waiting so long? 

Brian: ‘Cos I’m travelling at the regulation speed – 75% of throttle.  I’ll get there in due course! 

John: Where’s the piece of paper that says that?  Who says you have to travel at 75%? 

Brian: There IS such a rule; I read it somewhere… (and looks to Glynn for confirmation). 

Glynn: Yes, there is.  And if anyone has read the rules, it’ll be Brian! 

Brian: Do you want me to go faster, John?  Are you desperate to go for a leak or something?  

John: No, my legs are killing me, and I want to get off my feet. 

Glynn then helpfully gave John a chair to sit on while waiting, and Brian obligingly sped up to 90% of 

throttle speed to help John out, and soon reached West Glacier Park, freeing up the track ahead of John. 

John: Despatch, is it okay if I now please go hell-for-leather to Stryker?  Forget this bloody 75% rule!! 
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Glynn: Okay, but you can take the chair with you as you carry on around the layout, so you don’t have to 

keep standing, if your legs are tired. 

John: Forget my legs!  I just want to get to the shed so I can clock out and go for a beer!!!   It’s lunchtime! 

Conclusion 

As the session was drawing to a close, Mike commented… 

Mike: That was a good session! 

There was general agreement from those who were still in the room at the time (some others were already 

outside enjoying the sunshine, and buttering their boerie rolls). 

Niel: Yes… Nobody died! (Just Niel’s dark sense of humour coming out!) 

Mike: Except the poor wildlife!!!!!...    

 

  Silent Once More!! 

By John Burkhardt 

 

Editor’s Note: John B has also been a very consistent contributor with his series here for a long time… But 

now he too seems to have run out of suitable projects and topics for articles…  Anyone got any suggestions 

for him?  Or any new and interesting projects that he can tackle???  We look forward to hearing from John 

again in due course, when his muse returns…. And hopefully we won’t have to wait too long!...   

 

Gautrain Updates 

Article Re-printed from On Track, the newsletter of the Railway Society of South Africa (RSSA) 
Article originally published in Engineering News 

 

 
 
The Gautrain Management Agency (GMA) is investigating the procurement of pre-owned rolling 
stock from the UK to address peak-hour congestion on the Gautrain system.  
 
This follows as a tender process to secure 12 new four-car train sets for the Gautrain failed to de-
liver the desired results at the end of 2018, when none of the three short-listed bidders produced a 
compliant bid.  
 
GMA CEO Jack van der Merwe says the UK railway system was privatised in the 1990s, creating 
three separate entities to manage rolling stock, operations and the track.  
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Owing to circumstances within the UK rail industry, the rolling stock operating companies (Roscos) 
have a number of trains available that are around four years old. Van der Merwe says the GMA is 
looking to add trains to the Gautrain system that are roughly the same age as the current rolling 
stock fleet. The UK is also the perfect place to shop for pre-owned rolling stock, as the Gautrain 
shares its loading gauge with the trains in the UK.  
 
The loading gauge defines the maximum height and width for railway vehicles and their loads to 
ensure safe passage through bridges, tunnels and other structures.  
 
“The profiles of our trains are similar to those in the UK and not in Europe. Rolling stock from Eu-
rope may not travel with ease in our tunnels, for example,” says Van der Merwe.  
 
The GMA has identified three UK Roscos that may be able to supply the desired rolling stock, he 
adds. These companies will be invited to submit a bid in a closed tender. The rolling stock may be 
leased, or purchased. The GMA will look at obtaining 30 wagons. These would operate largely on 
the Gautrain’s airport line, with the airport line’s rolling stock then moved over to the congested 
north-south line.  
 
The GMA is still in the process of securing the necessary approvals from government to move the 
process forward, says Van der Merwe. This approval involves issues such as demands on local 
content.  
 
The GMA hopes to refurbish and kit out the trains locally, using local labour and material, says  
Van der Merwe.  
 
The pre-owned trains will look different from the current Gautrain rolling stock in terms of shape, 
but will wear the same colours, he adds.  
 
“We hope to have the trains on the track by 2022.”  
 
Acquiring pre-owned rolling stock as opposed to buying new rolling stock, as per the original tender, 
should see the price tag drop from around R4.5-billion to R2-billion, keeping in mind, however, that 
the number of wagons acquired is also declining from 48 to 30.  
 
The Electrostar units used by Gautrain are unique as they are much more powerful than the ones 
built for UK use. This is because of the Gautrain track is much more steeply graded than that in the 
UK. But the Sandton to OR Tambo line is not as steeply graded as the rest of the Gautrain track so 
a standard-powered UK Electrostar would work there. They are the same track gauge and loading 
gauge.  
 
A new study on the socio-economic impact of the Gautrain indicates that the rapid-rail system adds 
R6.64-billion to the Gauteng economy’s gross domestic product (GDP) – or 0.56% •– during a typi-
cal year of operation. The newest study – the second – was conducted by consulting engineering 
firm Hatch.  The study also shows that for every Rand spent on Gautrain’s original construction, 
around R2.60 of economic benefit has been delivered to Gauteng over a ten-year period.  
 
The Hatch study also highlights the fact that more than 98-million trips have been made on the 
Gautrain since 2010, with more than 10 900 direct operational jobs created. Around 70% of the 
trips on the Gautrain cross a city boundary.  
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Shifting from using a car to the Gautrain saves a significant amount of time travelling between cit-
ies, such as an average of 43 minutes between Pretoria and Sandton at the peak hour of seven in 
the morning.  
 
The study also shows that commercial floor space has increased by more than 1.6-million square  
meters around the ten Gautrain stations since 2010.  
 
Median sales values per square meter for office space have increased by 45% around stations 
since 2010, higher than the change across Gauteng, which was 22%. Median sales values per 
square meter for retail space have increased by 32% around stations since 2010, higher than the 
change across Gauteng, which was minus 10%.  
 
Median sales values per square meter for residential space have increased by 52% around sta-
tions since 2010, higher than the 34% growth achieved across Gauteng over the same period.  
 
Looking ahead, a capital expenditure wish list to the value of R24.4-billion on the current 80 km 
system, as well as a proposed expansion project of the Gautrain by 149 km with 19 new stations 
(which Hatch values at around R110-billion at current prices), should expand the socioeconomic 
impact of the system ever further.  
 
The R24.4-billion list – with funding not yet secured for all the projects – aims to improve the effi-
ciency of the current system. It hopes to add new stations at Waterfall, Samrand and Modderfon-
tein; to increasingly commercialise the Centurion and Marlboro stations; to add new rolling stock, 
as well as a new depot to the system to alleviate congestion; to add buses to the system; to create 
a Y-link to connect the northern part of the system directly to the OR Tambo International Airport, 
and to enhance parking at the Rosebank, Pretoria and Hatfield stations. Acquiring new, additional 
rolling stock would be the most important and immediate of these interventions, said the Gautrain 
Management Agency (GMA).  
 
An expanded Gautrain system should add R5-billion to Gauteng’s GDP during a typical year of 
construction, and R12.44-billion to GDP during a typical year of operations.  
 
The Hatch study shows that 175 000 new direct construction jobs will be created through the ex-
pansion of the Gautrain, as well as 68 000 new direct operational jobs over twenty years.  
 
Speaking at the Hatch report launch in Midrand, Gauteng Roads and Transport MEC Jacob 
Mamabolo said his number one priority was to have a balanced transport system in Gauteng, 
based on the migration from road to rail.  
 
“I’ll be saying to the provincial and national government to invest in the Gautrain, to expand the 
network. I’ll be championing the investment in Gautrain, in order to relieve the road network from 
as many people as possible.”  
 
He said the Gautrain was not only a mode of a transport, but a means to transform Gauteng’s so-
cio-economic environment.  
 
GMA CEO Jack van der Merwe noted that the proposed 149 km expansion of the Gautrain had 
been registered with government as a public-private partnership, and that it was currently awaiting 
the funding go-ahead from National Treasury.  
 
Eng News 
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Union Pacific Steam Club Update – 

Big Boy No. 4014 Prepares for 'Great Race Across the Southwest' 
 

 

Editor’s Note: One of my friends (thank you, Graham, for thinking of us!) lives in Nampa, Idaho, USA.  He 
has a railway track running behind his house, and has had the privilege of having the UP Big Boy 4014 
steam along the track behind his house. He is a keen train watcher and modeller, and has joined the UP 
Steam Club, and receives regular emails detailing UP Steam Train events.  He forwarded the latest email to 
me, knowing that its contents were likely to be of interest to our steam enthusiast members too, due to the 
ability with modern technology and media to track the event described below…   

  

Union Pacific Steam Club Update No. 9 - Sept. 4, 2019 

 

http://upsteam.com/
https://www.up.com/heritage/steam/
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For the final time this year, the Big Boy No. 4014 will ride the rails on the Union Pacific 

system. We're calling it "The Great Race Across the Southwest." No. 4014 will leave 

Cheyenne on Sept. 27th, and travel to locations in Arkansas, Arizona, California, 

Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah and 

Wyoming. 

Display locations include: 

 Oct. 2-3: Provo, Utah 

 Oct. 7: Las Vegas, Nev. 

 Oct. 10-11: Greater Los Angeles Area 

 Oct. 18: Tucson, Ariz. 

 Oct. 21-22: El Paso, Texas 

While we are releasing the route map for the entire tour, only the October display 

dates are currently available. We anticipate releasing the full schedule before the 

Sept. 27th tour launch. 

View the route map and October schedule at the Steam section of UP.com. 

As with past tours, you can follow No. 4014 as it makes its way across the system via 

our Steam Locomotive Tracking map, which traces No. 4014's location and is 

continuously updated while the train is on the move. 

You also can track the Big Boy via the UP Steam Twitter page at 

http://www.twitter.com/up_steam. The account tweets the train's location as it 

changes. 

Find both the tracking map and Twitter feed, along with steam schedule information, at 

upsteam.com. 

The Experience the Union Pacific Rail Car, a new, multi-media walk-through exhibition 

providing a glimpse at the past while telling the story of modern-day railroading, will 

accompany the Big Boy and will be open for free tours at select locations. Find out 

more. 
  

  
 

https://www.up.com/heritage/steam/
https://www.up.com/forms/steam-trace.cfm
http://www.twitter.com/up_steam
https://www.up.com/heritage/steam/schedule/index.htm
https://www.up.com/heritage/experience-up/index.htm
https://www.up.com/heritage/experience-up/index.htm
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Steam Schedule Terminology 
Our online steam schedule includes basic location information about where the Big 

Boy will travel, dates, arrival and departure times, as well as display times. In addition, 

here are some terms we use on the schedule and what they mean: 

On Display – In addition to day-long display hours, display days include access to the 

Experience the Union Pacific Rail Car. Special-edition Big Boy and Golden Spike 

souvenirs also are available for sale from the merchandise tent. Admission to display 

days are free. These are the best times to see the Big Boy. 

Viewing Only – Locations where fans can safely view and photograph the Big Boy. In 

some cases, the Big Boy will be displayed behind a fence or other perimeter. Unlike 

display days, the Experience the Union Pacific Car will not be available for tours and 

merchandise will not be sold. 

Passenger Excursion – While listed on the steam schedule, passenger excursion 

tickets are sold by outside entities -- not Union Pacific -- and are usually sold out well 

in advance of excursion day.  

No Public Access – Locations where the public is not allowed to view the Big Boy 

because of safety or security reasons. This usually means the locomotive will be 

stored within a rail yard or other Union Pacific property where live rail operations are 

being conducted. Non-employees who access these locations without permission will 

be treated as trespassers. 
  

  
 

Share Your Safety Knowledge! 
You are among the more than 46,800 members of the Union Pacific Steam Club, and 

that number keeps growing. Thanks for joining the club! 

As a Steam Club member and rail fan, we know you are more aware of the dangers 

associated with train operations than your neighbor who may be trackside for the first 

time.  We're asking you to have the courage to tell someone if what they're doing is 

unsafe – whether they're standing on or too close to the tracks, running along the 
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ballast, leaving trip hazards in walkways or climbing on equipment. 

Please help us and the UP Steam program spread a message of safety or report any 

unsafe behavior you see. 
  

  
 

Safety Reminder 
Let's go over some basic safety information: 

 The average train overhangs the track by at least three feet and wider loads 

can extend even further from the tracks. Stand back at least 25 feet or more 

from the tracks to avoid debris and steam or being hit by the train itself. 

 Trains can't stop quickly to avoid people or vehicles on the tracks. 

 Railroad tracks, trestles, yards and right of way are private property – please do 

not trespass. 

 Never assume tracks are abandoned or inactive – ALWAYS expect a train and 

assume tracks are active. 

 Look both ways when approaching railroad crossings, and stop for trains. A 

train's distance from you -- and its speed -- can be deceiving. 

 Look twice at crossings with multiple tracks. Two tracks may mean two trains, 

so make sure all tracks are clear before crossing each rail line. 

 Avoid distractions including loud music, texting and talking on cell phones. Look 

up and listen for train horns. 

When taking photos or video, be mindful of your surroundings. Make sure you're 

in a safe place, staying 25 feet from UP tracks, bridges or structures. Not only is it 

safer, you'll also get a better shot, avoiding an extreme, blurry close-up of only part of 

the locomotive as it passes by. 
  

  
 

Keep Sharing Those Photos, Video and Stories on 
Facebook 

More than 400,000 people visited the Big Boy last month during the "Great Race 

Across the Midwest." During that time, more than 2,500 photos, videos and stories 
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were contributed by Official Union Pacific Steam Club Facebook Group members. 

If you're not already a member, what are you waiting for? Joining is easy: Just click on 

the following URL and ask to become a member: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/UPSteamClub/   

Before joining in the discussion, take a moment to read our Facebook Policy: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/UPSteamClub/about/ This policy also explains what 

we will – and will not -- allow group members to post, with special emphasis on safe 

photos and videos. 

When small schedule changes occur, we'll let you know via the Steam Club Facebook 

Group and the UP Steam Twitter feed located at twitter.com/up_steam. It's a great way 

to get the latest news, and maybe make some new friends. 
  

  
  

That's all for now. Be safe, and we'll see you trackside, 

Union Pacific Steam Club 
  

  
 

This email was sent by Union Pacific, located at 1400 Douglas Street, STOP 1550, Omaha, NE 68179-1550 

(USA). To receive no further emails, please click here or reply to this email with "unlist" in the Subject line. 

 

Whose Layout Was This??? (answer to be provided in next edition) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/UPSteamClub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UPSteamClub/about/
http://twitter.com/up_steam
http://track.unionpacific.jmsend.com/u.z?j=330397271&m=3fb263d9974f4185b615e28bb4999aa8
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A (Local) Forthcoming Attraction to look out for!!!... 
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Shane Brinkley (Yip – Here’s our International Correspondent again!) 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May, June, July & Aug Kobus Pelser (thank you for all your hard work, Kobus!) 

 

Scratch-building 

By: Shane Brinkley 

When I started to build my current layout, I was thinking it would be more a space to run my trains and 

keep them in good operating order as opposed to a layout capable of operations and such. So after 

constructing the mainlines and several short sidings, I ended up with a track that was a bit closer to the 

mainline than originally anticipated. 

I had been thinking of a small industry to fit here and it also had to be one where there was relative ease of 

access to the track as this short track 

also happened to be my 

programming track. 

I settled on making the area a 

maintenance area on the layout, and 

decided to put a small shed there and 

maintenance office. 

As the track ended too close to the 

mainline a standard structure would 

not fit in the available space, so I 

decided to try my hand at scratch-

building for the first time. 

After a bit of investigation on-line via tutorials and “how to” videos, I got to work building my little 

“masterpiece”. 
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I started by measuring up the height of several locomotives, thus making sure the entrance would provide 

sufficient clearance for them to enter the workshop 

area as well as the length of a few locomotives to 

allow a full locomotive to fit within the workshop 

area. 

With a few basic measurements in hand, I 

proceeded to cut out the various sides to my 

maintenance shed and glue them together as 

envisioned. For the main sides I used 2mm sheet 

styrene, and for the back and front only 1mm 

sheets. The 2mm in hindsight was possibly thicker 

than it truly needed to be, but at least I know it will 

not warp in time. The odd shape at the back of the 

shed was due to the limited space between the spur track and the curve of the mainline track. The support 

beam was added just to add a bit of stability to the join in the sides. After the whole structure was glued 

together, I used modelling putty to fill the edges, and once the putty had dried proceeded to lightly sand 

everything to a smooth finish. 

Once the main shell of the shed had been 

constructed, it felt as though something was 

missing, so I proceeded to build a small office/store 

onto the side of the main shed building. 

The openings for the windows, in truth, were cut to 

random sizes which looked acceptable to the eye 

when I was doing it. As I did not have commercial 

window frames to fill my windows, I proceeded to use 

123D software to design and then print my own windows 

on my 3D printer. 

These took a few attempts to get just right. The resolution 

of the printer limited how thin the actual frames could be 

printed.  

Once I was happy with my prints, they were painted and 

ready for installation. 

I then proceeded to glue strips along the inside edges of the structure so that there would be sufficient 

place to secure the roof structures once they were ready to be put in place. 

The entire structure was then painted a base coat of light grey and left to dry thoroughly. I then painted the 
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structure’s outside white, ensuring that the paint was not too thick, so as to allow a few speckles of the grey 

to show through the white.  

 

This gave the paint finish a slightly aged look, almost as though the paint had faded and thinned naturally 

over time. 

The next pieces to construct were the roof sections. I wanted each piece to have a 

gutter along the edge, so proceeded to construct this by using a 2mm styrene 

channel and attaching it to a 3.2mm x 0.5mm styrene strip. 

To the left is a short sample that I made to test if it would fit and look appropriate 

once attached to the edge of the roof. 

Once 

I was 

happy 

with 

the 

appro

priate 

size, I 

proceeded to make two 

pieces that would fit along 

the edges of the two roof 

sections of the shed and 

store respectively. 

To also finish off the edges of 

the roof sections, fascia 

boards were cut from 3.2mm x 0.5mm strips of styrene. 

These and the gutters were then glued to the two roof sections and were given a coat of green acrylic paint. 
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The doorway to the office and the locomotive door opening were framed using 2mm x 0.4mm strips of 

styrene. 

After fitting all the window frames, door and glazing on the inside of the windows, I wished to have lights 

on and in the structure, so fitted white SMD LEDs to the structure above the two doors as well as three LEDs 

within the structure (one LED in the office side and two in the workshop shed side.) 

 

Once the pieces were all fitted together it was time to place 

the building on its location on the layout and drill holes for 

the wiring to pass through as well. 

Unfortunately the area where the building was to be placed 

was not as level as it could have ideally been, so I had to 

make a groove in the plaster to fit the building into and once 

it fitted correctly, proceeded to fill the gaps with fresh plaster. 

This was a tiresome task, but one which has definitely taught 

me to place buildings before doing any sort of plaster paving! 
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Once all the plaster work was completed, the scene was cleaned up a bit and the white plaster was painted 

Deck Tan once again to match the surrounding “concrete” 

The next addition to the structure was the gutter 

downpipes. These were cut and bent to the 

appropriate sizes from 1.2mm styrene rod, painted 

and then fitted to the gutters. 

I had contemplated cutting the roof of the maintenance shed off at an angle to match the angled side wall, 

but seeing as clearance was not a problem with the trains and because leaving it straight was somewhat 

easier than an angled gutter etc., I decided that the best thing to do would be to leave the roof as it is. 
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After these trimmings were all completed and the structure looked complete, there seemed to me to just 

still be a few details missing. 

So after examining the structure further, and other commercial building kits, I decided that the roof of the 

structure was missing vents for air conditioner units and such. 

I was unfortunately not able to find any in my local hobby shops, so decided that the 3D printer would be 

made use of again. I drew up a basic air vent pipe for the roof of the building and printed two out. Once 

again, small things we do not usually think of made me a little unhappy with my handy work! I had not 

taken into account that the roof had a slope, so the vents would stand a bit skew on the roof. Back to the 

drawing board so to speak, so that I could modify the roof vents and reprint them with a slight incline at the 

bottom. The accompanying picture is the3D image that was printed, painted and test installed on the roof 

of the depot. I was not completely happy with the outcome of the roof vents, so I have refrained from using 

them for now, and will refine the air-vent before installing it finally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last piece to still design and print will be an air conditioner unit for the office section of the structure. At 

this stage I have not yet done so, but it is part of the future plans for finishing this scene. 

Now that the structure is complete, I am working on the surrounding areas, and then the finishing details 

like figures, vehicles and such will be added to the scene to finish it off. 

This was a learning experience, and quite satisfying on completion. It may not be a prototype or even a 

completely accurate representation of a locomotive maintenance workshop, but it is mine and it is unique! 

All I can say is that no matter how big or small, everyone should give scratch-building a go. You might just 

surprise yourself and you will definitely learn some skills along the way! 
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And for the next water tower challenge, I nominate………..: Jimmy Mattushek. 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2019 Duty Roster till the end of August / mid Sept 2019.   

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone.  

Entries in Bold italics indicate a change from the original schedule.  

  Date Name   Date Name 

   1 Wed 4-9 Kallie vB 

1 Sat 7-9  Mark P 2 Wed 11-9 Colin A 

2 Sat 14-9 Terrence M 3 Wed 18-9 Dave W 

3 Sat 21-9 Kobus P 4 Wed 25-9 Kallie vB 

4 Sat 28-9 Colin A 1 Wed 2-10 Brian D 

1 Sat 5-10 Theuns W 2 Wed 9-10     Brian D 

2 Sat 12-10 Johan dV 3 Wed 16-10 Dave W 
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3 Sat 19-10 William vdB 4 Wed 23-10 Colin A 

4 Sat 26-10 Glynn C 5 Wed 30-10 Jan K 

1 Sat 1-11 Mark P 1 Wed 6-11 Kallie vB 

2 Sat 9-11 Terrence M 2 Wed 13-11 Colin A 

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc.  

 
      

The complete Key Duty Roster for 2019 was included in the January newsletter (available on the club’s 

website), if anyone needs to refer to it.  There is also a copy posted on the noticeboard at the clubroom.  

Mark, as Secretary, has assumed responsibility for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes 

that need to be made, please liaise with Mark. 

 

 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 7th September, Reefsteamers to Irene (departing from Rhodesfield) 

 Friday 20th September, School Holidays start! 

 Friday 20th and Saturday 21st September, CSME Model Engineering Fair, Centurion 

 Saturday 21st September, PMTC Swap Meet in Pretoria 

 Tuesday 24th September, Public Holiday – an opportunity to RUN TRAINS! 

 Tuesday 24th September, Reefsteamers Great Train / Plane / Car event, trip to Heidelberg 

 Saturday 28th September, EMRIG Layout Workshop and Clinic 

 Saturday 26th October, EMRIG Layout Workshop (TBC) 

 Saturday 26th October, Reefsteamers to Heidelberg 

 Saturday 2nd November, Reefsteamers to Irene 
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2019 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Colin Tanner-Tremaine   cttremaine@mweb.co.za 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 112.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2019 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT IF 
NOT YET PAID; THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN PAID BEFORE END OF MARCH! 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2019 ARE THE SAME AS THEY WERE THIS PAST 
COUPLE OF YEARS – THEY ARE STILL : R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 
FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.   

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:mark@icemountain.co.za

