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2019 Chairman’s Report – July 2019 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Hello again fellow EMRIG’ers 

I hope this newsletter finds you all well. 

Well, what a month was June! Completely disassembling the layouts and moving out of our existing 

premises…. 

I think what many people forget to realise is how lucky we were or are, having the facilities we have. Some 

may not have been exposed to the old days where a school hall or community centre was rented or loaned 

for a weekend or school holiday, and everyone brought their modules to the event and set them up for a 

short time. Then, at the end of the weekend or school holiday, we would tear it all down again and take it 

home and store it till next time ☹. No more trains apart from maintenance and armchair modelling!!! 

So, we certainly are lucky at the moment, with our bums in the butter.  

On the 15th June, members all arrived to help with the dismantling. It was truly refreshing to see the 

number of folks that turned up to help. The layouts were dismantled and all the prep work for the move 

was done within 3 hours! This also took into account that a number of our folks were busy at the Pretoria 

Swap Meet, and thus unable to be there with us on the day. 

Then things took a bit of a breather while the committee tried to finalise the contract so we could move in 
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the following weekend. However, it was not to be, unfortunately, due to leave and illnesses with the mall 

team. Even the following weekend (29th June) was in doubt and a worry. Fortunately, Colin TT and Mark P 

informed the Mall management that if they wanted us out by the end of the month, we had to have 

permission to move to our new premises. This was then given, and the move was planned for the 29th. 

Again, what a turnout for arguably the worst part of the move!... Carrying modules, cabinets, books and 

equipment. With the use of bakkies from Kobus, Johan and Richard, again the move was done, although 

with a bit more effort than the weekend before. 

I think Brian may have more on the move so I will not steal all his thunder, so I will end here. Suffice to say a 

very, very big thank you to everyone who pitched in. This is often the worry about a club like ours. Will 

everyone be there when we need them? Well, this time they certainly were! 

As for the club, all is good at this time and functioning well. So please, get down to the club and run some 

trains. You never know when we may be back to being a nomadic club setting up over weekends and school 

holidays somewhere. 

So, till next time, 

Happy railroading. 

Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

 

The BIG Move!!!  THANK YOU!! 

The biggest news of the month is no doubt the fact that we have successfully moved out from Shop 23, 

which we were required to vacate in a bit of a hurry, and have moved into our new clubroom suite upstairs 

in the mall, and the HO DCC layout is operational!  The move is described in more detail in the article be-

low.   

The club would like to thank ALL those who assisted in any way with the dismantling, moving, and setting 

up of the layouts over the past few weeks, and particularly Mark for all the behind-the-scenes arrange-

ments and ColinTT who as Layout Manager has been working tirelessly (taking days off work – yes!  He still 

goes to work!!) to get the new DCC layout arrangement connected up and running.  Thank you, everyone!!  

The hard work and dedication to the club by ALL who have assisted is greatly appreciated!! 
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Club Communications Media (our regular monthly reminder) 

These are our newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library.      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, send Niel a message 

at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something important that you need to be notified about.   

My Operations Adventures: - Operations Updates 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Editor’s Note: Yet again Glynn has had a hectic month, work-wise, involving lots of travel!  We know that he 

has another article for us up his sleeve (he alluded to it in his chairman’s report a couple of months back), 

but he just has as yet not had the opportunity to put pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard!) – it’s all I can do 

to coerce a Chairman’s Report out of him these days!… But as a newsletter editor I have to live in hope… so I 

trust it WILL happen just as soon as he gets a chance!...   Meanwhile – no change!.... but I leave this here 

each month as a hopeful reminder… 

 

  Silent Once More!! 

By John Burkhardt 

 

Editor’s Note: John B has also been a very consistent contributor with his series here for a long time… But 

now he too seems to have run out of suitable projects and topics for articles…  Anyone got any suggestions 

for him?  Or any new and interesting projects that he can tackle???  We look forward to hearing from John 

again in due course, when his muse returns…. And hopefully we won’t have to wait too long!...  But now he 

has a “boot” on his right hand, after an operation, and is using this as his latest excuse – now he can’t 

type!!…  

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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The BIG EMRIG Move - June 2019 

By Brian Dawson, pictures by the author as well as Mark Peddle and Terrence Marx  

Platform 23 at Northmead Mall had been home to EMRIG and our layouts for a while now… since 16th 

December 2015 if memory and my diary serve me correctly.  We had earlier (in June of that year) had to 

move out of “Paddington Station” and into storage for a few months when a new tenant required 

Paddington’s, and then we were delighted when, after half a year of having nowhere to run our trains, we 

were offered Shop 23 close to Entrance 2.  It was in a pretty crummy state, with poor ventilation and poor 

illumination, but it was SO much bigger than Paddington’s had been, and it was somewhere that we could 

call “home” again, after this period of being “homeless”.   We could set out a great BIG DCC HO layout, 

incorporating pretty well all the modules we had available, even adding some extra branch-line modules 

over time, AND there was space to set up BOTH the exhibition layouts as well as the “Dulez” (Calvindale) HO 

layout where young kids could be allowed to run trains or be more easily entertained.  And we could get our 

stored stuff out of the general upstairs contractor’s storage where it was not entirely secure.  We bought 

some fans to improve the ventilation, and added a few light fittings.  Yes, the place didn’t have a ceiling, and 

the concrete roof together with a bare screed floor generated a lot of dust, and it didn’t look very 

impressive…   But we were happy in Shop 23… 

And then things started to change…  Once or twice, when it rained particularly heavily, we found pools of 

water on the shop floor…  And then, to Jimmy’s trained eye, the wooden shuttering where the old stairwell 

had been closed over appeared to be slowly dropping away from the roof…  The space upstairs was then 

renovated so that Glasfit could be accommodated, and once they had moved in and there was traffic and 

deliveries taking place above us, our roof was subjected to dynamic stress loading, and things started 

changing even quicker…  Now there was regular water ingress to our train-room, and in places where it had 

not been happening before…  Modules started to get damaged by dripping water from above, and we 

needed to purchase drip-sheets and cover parts of the layout…  And sometimes it wasn’t just water raining 

down from above, as from time to time we found smaller (and sometimes bigger!) chunks of concrete that 

had fallen from our roof, in a few places even damaging some modules.  We began to get concerned, asking 

questions about liabilities in the event of injuries, and even jokingly suggesting that our layout room had 

now become a “hardhat zone”….  

The Committee and a few other members were asking questions, and making enquiries about alternative 

accommodation…  Did we need to leave Northmead Mall, despite the close relationship that we have 

enjoyed with the NMM management over many years? 

In the midst of this time of uncertainly, early in June, the Committee received a message that they really did 

not want to hear…   NMM management notified us that we need to be out of Shop 23 by the end of June!  

They have a very big tenant coming in, and they need to start with renovations ASAP to accommodate them.  

At that stage there was a vague offer of maybe having some alternative space available in unoccupied 

offices elsewhere in the mall, which really did not sound ideal…  

We delayed the release of the June Newsletter so that we had more clarity over what our options were… 

and Glynn finally wrote his Chairman’s Report for inclusion in that Newsletter, urging the club to look on the 
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bright side and see the requirement to move as an opportunity, and not necessarily a major problem in our 

lives!  We still had no new venue to move to, still just a “maybe” somewhere upstairs (much smaller than 

Shop 23, probably not at all ideal…), but we knew we had to move OUT!  And so we rallied the troops, and 

many of you pitched up on Saturday 15th June, with all the tools at your disposal, and a good few cardboard 

boxes for good measure, to set about dismantling the layout in preparation for moving “somewhere” – 

maybe into empty offices upstairs, maybe into storage, maybe to a different mall…  Behind-the-scenes 

negotiations concerning alternative accommodation at NMM seemed to be going nowhere slowly, and 

some of us were a bit despondent….        

As the club’s Layout Manager, 

and also as a veteran of more 

“club moves” over the years 

than he cared to remember, 

ColinTT managed the 

dismantle process. In keeping 

with his years of experience 

as a project-managing 

engineer, he arrived with a 

list on his clipboard of all the 

tasks that needed to be 

carried out, and the 

sequence in which things 

should happen…. and some very firm ideas as to how things should be done!!  He divided us up into pairs or 

triplets, and allocated us tasks.  And soon Shop 23 was a hive of activity! 

In anticipation of what was by now looking to be a likely move to offices upstairs, the instruction was to just 

separate the modules from each other (electrically 

and physically), and leave them standing on their legs, 

making it easier for two members later to carry them 

to wherever they needed to go. 

The two exhibition layouts were packed up by those 

who had experience of having moved them to and 

from exhibitions in the past (notably Glynn and Kevin, 

with a few assistants).   
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While dismantling, we also wanted to have a very clear record of what we had, how much of each, and 

where it was going to end up.  So Jan, as our Treasurer and the keeper of the club’s Asset Register, had to 

keep tabs on all of that side of things.  

I had expected that it would take us all of Saturday to do the dismantling, and we had even provisionally 

announced that the Monday public holiday (after allowing for a day of rest on Father’s Day on the Sunday) 

might be needed as a reserve day to complete everything… but by late morning the bulk of the work was 

done.  We hadn’t brought a ladder, so we couldn’t take down the CCTV cameras or the wall-mounted fans, 

but even the fire extinguishers – so recently properly installed – were taken off the walls, pictures taken 

down, etc. 

Glynn was determined to use the 

need to move as an opportunity 

to get rid of the “junk” that had 

been accumulating in the club 

room!  Items identified as junk 

and no longer required by the 

club (especially with limited space 

to store stuff) were placed 

outside, and those who were 

interested were requested to take 

them!  This helped to reduce the 

amount of clutter to be dealt with.  

Then the last item on the agenda for the day was a quick look upstairs at the offices that we “might be” 

getting to move into (only some of the Committee members had seen them during the meeting with NMM 
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management).  Unfortunately there were no keys available to us, but we could at lease see where it was 

upstairs (opposite the Clinic), and look in sideways through the vertical blinds to get some idea of what it 

looked like inside, and pace off the external dimensions. 

With the “dismantle” completed (by the team pictured above), and knowing we needed to be out by the 

end of the month (just two weeks’ time!), we now needed to get clarity on where to move to… hoping of 

course that we would know in time to start moving across on the following weekend, to give ourselves two 

weekends in which to complete the move.  That, however, was not to be!!!.... 

It then became clear that the move to the offices WAS on the cards, and was going to be the logical thing to 

do (at least until a bigger space might come available).  But we were not allowed to start moving in until 

there was a new lease agreement in place… and that was the delaying factor, getting that sorted out… and 

so the first weekend opportunity came and went, and we were not able to do anything…  I went to 

Chamdor and ran my American trains there instead! 

During the last week of June we finally received the go-ahead, and could start making arrangements.  We 

received a floor plan of the office layout, and Colin could start doing some provisional layout designing.  It 

was obvious that a lot of the big HO layout was not going to be fitted in, and so Jan arranged for the hire of 

storage space for all the excess modules as well as the HO Exhibition Layout. 

Glynn put out an email, calling on members to once again pull in and assist with the move.  Unfortunately 

by that time I was laid up with a combination of the flu and a pinched nerve in my neck, and so I had to 

leave it up to the rest of you to do all that work, while 

I relied on 

the reports 

on Whatsapp 

and photos 

sent to me, 

to know 

what had 

been 

happening. 

From the reports and the photos, it was evident that a whole lot of 

you pitched in.  

Some offered 

the use of 

their vehicles 

to transport the stuff up a level and all the way across 

to the other end of the mall.  And a lot of the stuff was 

just physically carried by the members, using the lift 

until it stopped working, or going the long way around 

up the vehicle ramp… and eventually getting 

everything across to the new venue!  And what wasn’t 

going there had to be taken to the storage facility a few kilometres up the road, and locked into a container. 
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Well done to all those who worked their butts off to get everything moved on the day!!! 

So………… what about the new venue??!! 

Apparently it used to be the Northmead Post Office many years back (and subsequently an insurance broker 

and a funeral parlour…).  If you use the upstairs parking, you walk towards the lift / stairs closest to Pick ‘n 

Pay, enter the mall at Entrance 4, and turn into the passage on the right.  At the end of the short passage 

you come out on the balcony that looks down onto the arcade area above the entrance to Pick ‘n Pay.  Turn 

left onto the balcony, and the club is on your left!  Otherwise, come in at ground-level Entrance 1 (the one 

furthest away from where we used to be at Entrance 2), walk through the mall as far as the Sausage Saloon 

and take the lift or stairs to the first floor level.  As you exit the lift, take the first passage to the left, and 

turn left onto the balcony.  From the balcony outside the clubroom you look directly down onto Clicks, and 

diagonally left down towards the coffee shop!  

It’s actually a suite consisting of four office spaces as well as a small storeroom and a tiny kitchen.   It’s quite 

a lot bigger than it initially appeared, being about 17m x 14m in overall dimension, but obviously the 

internal space is divided up into the smaller office areas by means of drywall partitions (which could 

potentially be removed or re-positioned).   But for now we have the following designated areas, pretty 

much providing something for everyone in the club… 

 

 The biggest area, into which you enter, and which also has the maximum window frontage, contains 

the HO DCC layout.       
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 To the left as you enter is a room designated 

the “HO shunting” area.  This contains the 

small “Dulez” HO DC layout against one wall 

(unfortunately only really suitable for “short” 

locos and wagons), and then Doug Langford’s 

beautiful Douglasdale station modules are 

placed against the window, with branch-lines 

extending from either side of Douglasdale, 

through 90 degree curves and along the two 

side walls.  If Terrence’s industrial sidings 

modules come back (he took them home for 

refurbishment) these could be linked in here, 

and this would then provide for about 15m of 

end-to-end HO operations.  Hopefully this can 

be connected up so that it can be switched to 

be either DCC or DC, giving us a bit more flexi-

bility of usage.  

 Behind this “HO shunting” room is the N Gauge 

domain, where the N Gauge Exhibition Layout has 

been set back up.  Currently all the old magazines 

are also in this room, but that is not the long-

term plan…  There’s quite a bit of space in here 

for expansion…  

 Off the main room, and lying next to the N Gauge 

room, is the small storeroom. 

 And next to that, behind the bulk of the DCC HO 

layout, is a further room designated as the “Work-

room”.  This contains a table and the metal storage 

box, the cupboards, and currently portions of Bob’s 

Quarndon Station which are there because of re-

wiring work to be done on them.  Modules requir-

ing refurbishment or repairs can be brought from 

storage and kept and worked on in this space, 

which can also be used for Committee meetings, etc. 

 The tiny kitchen, which actually has a proper countertop, con-

tains a PROPER sink with both hot and cold running water, as 

well as the fridge and all our tea / coffee stuff!  So there’s NO 

excuses now for leaving dirty coffee cups lying around, gents!!!  
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The main HO DCC layout is now unfortunately only about half the size that it was in Shop 23.  It consists of 

the five modules of ColinTT’s station, as well as a further 16 modules, in the shape of an expanded L, similar 

in shape to what we had in Shop 

23 (so not just a “square circle”!).  

The modules included, going 

clockwise around the loop from 

Colin’s station which is in view of 

the windows but set back to allow 

for visitor viewing once inside the 

place, are the following: A 90 

degree curve to the right; Shane 

Brinkley’s Spotter’s Inn; another 

90 degree curve to the right; Ron 

Poole’s Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears Mountain and Tarn; The Bridge; Jimmy’s Belmontyu John Deere Farm; a 90 degree (Greenhouse)  

curve to the left; Dave Walker’s Soweto Halt station module; the Airfield; a 90 degree curve to the right; Piet 

Pheiffer’s Mukwonago Commuter Station; Ron Poole’s Lime Quarry curve to the right; ColinTT’s Golf course 

/ overpass;  the curved bridge / Acme Sawmill module; Clive Shepperd’s Wine Farm; Ron Poole’s 

Stonehenge 90 degree curve to the right, joining back onto the other end of Colin’s station.       

So we’ve managed to cram an awful lot of activity into a very compact space, and still have a great space 

where we can have a lot of fun!   

Glynn was right in being 

optimistic about the move!!  

We’re out of the potential 

dangers of the “hardhat zone”, 

away from all that dust and water 

ingress!  Yes, the space we’re in is 

smaller, but it’s nicely carpeted 

and has a ceiling and decent 

lighting, should be relatively dust-

free, has a proper kitchen and 

even has air-conditioning and an 

alarm system!  There’s also a buzzer-operated security gate to provide safer access control, especially if one 

is there on one’s own.   And we’ve got rid of a bunch of clutter during the process! 

Yes, we’re no longer in the public view as much as we were, but with a bit of marketing (like the article in 

the most recent Benoni City Times) people will soon know where we’ve moved to, and will pay us a visit. 

And on Sunday I was reliably informed that the HO DCC layout was now operational!!  And on Wednesday 

we were putting the “shunting layout” together.  So we’re now able to run our trains again in our “new 

home”!!  Thank you, and well done, everyone!! 
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Crazy 8s: When Hollywood Goes Big – and Busts  

(About the movie – “Unstoppable”) 

By Terrence Marx 

 

Editor’s note: After reading this article of Terrence’s, and having not seen the movie when it was on circuit, I 

could not wait to see it!  My wife is the techno-person in our relationship, and she spoke to the kids (our 

techno-advisors), who suggested looking for it on Google Play (we couldn’t find it on Netflix)… and so I was 

able to watch it!!  Hectic stuff!!!   

Spoiler alert: If you intend watching the film, don’t read this article. 

I intend revealing the plot, what really happened and where the movie differed from the real events. 

 

Unstoppable is a 2010 action thriller directed and 

produced by Tony Scott which is loosely based on 

the real-life CSX8888 incident. It tells the story of 

a runaway freight train and the two men who 

attempt to and succeed in stopping it. It was the 

last film Scott directed before his death.  

The film received generally positive reviews from 

critics and was nominated for an Academy Award 

for Best Sound Editing at the 83rd Academy 

Awards, but lost to Inception.  

 

 

There is probably no other more famous “movie star” than SD40-2, CSX8888, also known as the “Crazy 

Eights”. This locomotive was the centre character in an unbelievable runaway which luckily did not lead to 

fatalities, and whose story ended up being the subject of a box-office hit movie. 

Plot 

Yard hostlers Dewey and Gilleece were switching AWVR777, an Allegheny and West Virginia Railroad train, 

in a northern Pennsylvania trainyard, allowing the train to leave the yard under its own power with no one 

on board. Believing the train is coasting, yardmaster Connie Hooper orders Dewey, Gilleece, and welder Ned 
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Oldham to drive and catch up to the train. When Oldham deduces that the train has already passed where it 

was supposed to be, they realize it is running on full power.  

Connie instructs local and state police to block all level crossings. To make matters worse, a visiting Federal 

Railroad Administration inspector warns her that eight of the 39 cars contain highly toxic and flammable 

molten phenol, which would cause a major disaster if the train should derail in a populated area. News of 

the runaway soon draws ongoing media coverage.  

Connie suggests they derail the train in an unpopulated farmland. The VP of Train Operations dismisses her 

opinion, believing he can save the company money by lashing the train behind two locomotives helmed by 

engineer Judd Stewart and slowing it down enough for employee and former U.S. Marine Ryan Scott to 

descend via helicopter to the control cab of 777. Scott is knocked unconscious when slammed into the train. 

Stewart attempts to divert 777 to a siding, but is unable to slow it down sufficiently and is killed when he 

derails, while 777 continues down the main line. Realizing that 777 will derail on the Stanton Curve, a tight, 

elevated portion of track in heavily populated Stanton, plans are made to derail the train, outside the 

smaller town of Arklow.  

Veteran AWVR engineer Frank Barnes and conductor Will Colson, a new hire, are pulling several cars with 

locomotive #1206 out of Stanton. Their long consist forces them to bypass their first siding and to pull into a 

"RIP track" where 777 smashes through their last two cars. Frank sees that 777's last car has an open 

coupler, so they could couple their engine and use their own brakes to slow it before it reaches the Stanton 

curve. Frank reports his plan to Connie and Galvin, warning that the derailing idea will not work given 777's 

momentum.  

At the portable derail devices, the police attempt unsuccessfully to shoot the fuel shutoff switch on the 

engine. The train barrels through the derails and destroys them. Frank and Will catch up to 777 and attempt 

to engage the coupler. When the locking pin fails to engage, Will kicks it into place, but gets injured in the 

process. He works the 1206's dynamic brakes and throttle while Frank crawls across 777's cars, manually 

engaging the brakes on each car. They barely reduce the speed enough to clear the Stanton Curve, with the 

train tipping but righting itself, before 1206's brakes fail. As 777 picks up speed, Frank finds his path blocked 

to 777's cab. Ned arrives in his truck with a police escort and drives on a road parallel to the tracks. Will 

jumps to Ned's truck, and Ned drives him to the front of 777, where Will leaps onto the locomotive and 

engages the brakes, ending the situation.  

Frank, Will, and Ned are heralded as heroes. Frank retires with full benefits, Will reunites with his wife, 

Connie is promoted to Galvin's VP position, Scott recovers from his injuries, and Dewey is now working at a 

fast food restaurant.  

Locomotives  

The locomotives used in the movie were borrowed from two railroads. The 2 AWVR locomotives were GE 

AC4400CW's CP9777 and CP9758, borrowed from the Canadian Pacific Railway, and numbered AWVR777 

and AWVR767. CP9777 was used to film the early scenes.   
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CP9782 and 9751 were given a damaged look for later scenes. These four locomotives were repainted by 

Canadian Pacific in standard colours following the filming, but the painted pilot warning stripes from the 

AWVR livery were left untouched and remained visible on the locomotives. 

 

Figure 1 AC4400CW CP9758 AND 9777 post shooting, still in their AWVR liveries 

The other locomotives were EMD SD40-2's borrowed from Wheeling and Lake Erie. Judd Stewart's 

locomotive consist AWVR7375 and 7346 were W&LE6352 and 6351, which also played two locomotive 

"extras" (5624 and 5580), wearing the same grey livery with different running numbers. Chase locomotive 

AWVR1206 was played by three different SD40-2s: W&LE6353 and #6354, and a scrapped unit that was 
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modified for cab shots.   

The excursion train locomotive (2002) was played by a Southwestern Pennsylvania Railroad Paducah-built 

EMD GP11 rebuilt from an EMD GP9. The passenger coaches carrying schoolchildren were provided by the 

Orrville Railroad Heritage Society.  

Production 

Unstoppable suffered various production challenges before filming could commence, including casting, 

schedule, location and budgetary concerns. Filming was also delayed for one day when part of the train 

accidentally derailed on November 21, 2009. 

Production was headquartered in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where the fictional railroad depicted in the 

movie, the "Allegheny and West Virginia Railroad," is headquartered. Filming took place around the Ohio 

cities of Martins Ferry, Bellaire, Mingo Junction, Steubenville and Brewster, and in the Pennsylvania cities of 

Pittsburgh, Emporium, Milesburg, Tyrone, Julian, Unionville, Port Matilda, Bradford, Monaca, Eldred, 

Turtlepoint. The Western New York and Pennsylvania Railroad's Buffalo Line was used for two months 

during daylight, while the railroad ran its regular freight service at night. The real-life bridge and elevated 

curve in the climactic scene is the B & O Railroad Viaduct between Bellaire, Ohio and Parkersburg, West 

Virginia.  

 

A two-day filming session took place at the Hooters restaurant in Wilkins Township, a Pittsburgh suburb, 

featuring 10 Hooters girls from across the United States.  

UNSTOPPABLE quick facts 

Written by Mark Bomback 

Directed by Tony Scott  

Starring  • Denzel Washington as Frank Barnes, a veteran railroad engineer 

• Chris Pine as Will Colson, a young train conductor 

• Rosario Dawson as Connie Hooper, a train yardmaster 

• Ethan Suplee as Dewey, a hostler who accidentally instigates the disaster 
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Production company  • Dune Entertainment/Scott Free Productions/Prospect Park/Millbrook Farm 

Productions 

Released October 26, 2010 (Westwood) 

November 12, 2010 (United States) 

Running time 98 minutes 

Budget  $85–100 million 

Box office $167.8 million 

The film was nominated in the Best Sound Editing (Mark Stoeckinger) category at the 83rd Academy Awards 

and nominated for Teen Choice Award for Choice Movie - Action. 

Now that you have this version, here is the real story:…. 

Unstoppable was based on the 2001 incident involving SD40-2, CSX8888 which turned into a runaway train 

and travelled 66 miles (106 km) through northwest Ohio. The engineer, a 35 year veteran who had started 

his career on Penn Central, was busy switching a cut of 47 freight cars, 

22 of which were loaded in Stanton Yard. Two tank cars with thousands 

of gallons of molten phenol, a toxic ingredient used in paints, glues, and 

dyes that is harmful when it is inhaled, ingested, or comes into contact 

with the skin, formed part of the train.  

Up to this incident, the engineer had had a clean disciplinary record. As 

he approached a set of switches, he noticed one was misaligned (lying 

against him) and concluded that his slow-moving train would not be able 

to stop short of it. He decided to climb down from the train, correctly 

align the switch, and re-board the locomotive while the train was in 

motion. 

Figure 2 Map of the runaway indicating the direction the train went 

 

The CSX SD40-2s had an older-style throttle stand where the same lever controlled both the throttle and 

the dynamic brakes; in fact, putting on "full throttle" and "full brakes" both involved advancing the same 

lever to the highest position after switching to a different operating mode. Thus if the engineer failed to 

properly switch modes, it was easy to accidentally apply full throttle instead of full brake, or vice versa.  
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Figure 3 The "star" of the show 

Before leaving the cab, he proceeded to apply the locomotive's independent air brake much as Dewey had 

done in the film. During mainline operation, he would also have applied the automatic air brake, setting the 

brakes in each of the cars. But, in normal intra-yard movements, the train air brakes were disconnected 

from the locomotive, and not functional. Furthermore, applying the locomotive's brakes disabled the train's 

dead man's switch, a lever which must be pulled after a certain period of time to prevent trains from 

running away when an engineer is incapacitated. Failure to pull this lever would otherwise have applied the 

train brakes and cut the engine power, bringing the train to a stop. 

 

Figure 4 Stanton Yard looking at the yard 
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The engineer also attempted to apply the locomotive's dynamic brake, which dissipates momentum (kinetic 

energy) by using the momentum of the train to drive the main generator, generating electricity, exactly like 

a regenerative braking system in a hybrid vehicle, which slows the train to a crawl, to stop the train.  

Dynamic braking is very much like using engine braking in a car or exhaust brakes in a truck; in this case the 

braking effect is totally unrelated to the engine itself. The engineer inadvertently failed to complete the 

selection process, meaning that the train's engine was set to accelerate, not to brake. He then set the 

throttle for the traction motors at notch 8. Had the dynamic brakes been engaged as intended, this throttle 

setting would have used the motors against the momentum of the train, causing it to slow down.  

Instead the train began to accelerate and the only functioning brake was the air brake on the locomotive, 

which was not enough to counteract its engine power, let alone the momentum of the 47 freight cars. 

 

Figure 5 Stanton yard, looking down the tracks 

The engineer attempted to re-board the accelerating locomotive but he was unable to do so and ended up 

being dragged about 80 feet (24 m) along the right-of-way, receiving minor cuts and abrasions in the 

process. The train rolled out of the yard and began a 65-mile (105 km) journey south through northwest 



 

Page 18 of 34 

 

Ohio with no one at the controls.  

 

Figure 6 The inside of CSX8888. Note the grafitti 

 

 

The train evaded capture for more than two hours, and at some stages travelled at speeds of up to 51 miles 

per hour (82 km/h). 

 

Figure 7 A derail similar to those 8888 went through 
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Northbound freight, Q636-15, was directed onto a siding where the crew uncoupled its locomotive, SD40-2, 

CSX8392, and waited for the runaway train to pass. 8392 was crewed by Jess Knowlton, an engineer with 31 

years of service, and Terry L. Forson, a conductor with one year's experience, who then chased the runaway 

train. CSX6008, an EMD GP40-2 was waiting further down the line to couple to the front of the runaway to 

slow it further, if necessary, if the braking attempts of Knowlton and Forson failed. 

Attempts to derail the train using a portable derailer failed. Police also shot at an emergency fuel cutoff 

switch with a shotgun, which had no effect because the switch must be depressed and held for several 

seconds before the engine shuts down from fuel starvation; instead the shooter hit the fuel cap.  

 

Figure 8 real photo of the police shooting  at CSX8888 

  

Once they reached the runaway, Knowlton and Forson were able to successfully couple onto the rear car, 

and slowed the train by applying the dynamic brakes on the chase locomotive. Once the train had slowed 

down to 11 miles per hour (18 km/h), CSX trainmaster Jon Hosfeld ran alongside and climbed aboard, 

shutting down the locomotive. The train was stopped just southeast of Kenton, Ohio at a grade crossing. All 

the brake shoes on the 8888 had been destroyed by the heat from the continuous application throughout 

the runaway trip.  

Miraculously, no one was seriously injured in the incident.  

Aftermath 

CSX8888 departed Huntington Shops on August 7, 2015 on train H779 for Russell, KY as part of the first leg 

of its trip to Boise, ID for SD40-3 conversion. The SD40-3 conversion was completed in April 2016. Its new 

roster number is CSX4389 and it is still in service today. 
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Figure 9 CSX8888 on its way to be rebuilt 

Criticisms about Unstoppable. 

The Toledo Blade compared the events of the film to the real-life incident when the film was released. "It's 

predictably exaggerated and dramatized to make it more entertaining," wrote David Patch, "but close 

enough to the real thing to support the 'Inspired by True Events' announcement that flashes across the 

screen at its start."  

 

Figure 10 "Spongebob Squarecab" CSX4090 SD40-3, a sister of the rebuilt CSX8888/4389 

He notes that the dead-man switch would probably have worked in real life despite the unconnected brake 

hoses, unless the locomotive, or independent brakes, were already applied.  
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As explained in the movie, the dead man's switch failed because the only available brakes were the 

independent brakes, which were quickly worn through, similar to CSX 8888. The film exaggerates the 

possible damage the phenol could have caused in a fire, and he found it incredible that the fictional AWVR 

freely disseminated information such as employees' names and images and the cause of the runaway to the 

media. In the real instance, he writes, the cause of the runaway was not disclosed until months later when 

the National Transportation Safety Board released its report, and CSX never made public the name of the 

engineer whose error let the train slip, nor what disciplinary action was taken. It is known that the engineer 

was dismissed as a result of breaching the train-safety rules. 
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Kobus Pelser once again…. (Dankie, Kobus!!!!) 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 
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 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November … same story… 

 2018 December … same story….  

 2019 January to date…  …still nothing has changed    … and THEN………..!!!! 

 2019 May & June Kobus Pelser is providing a multi-part series for us about Waterval 

Onder and its most interesting railway – Dankie Kobus!! 
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NZASM Tunnel Waterval Boven 1894 

 

Eastern Entrance to the NZASM Tunnel 

The historic tunnel at Waterval Boven is probably the best-known and most famous of all of the 

Nederlandsche Zuid-Afrikaansche Spoorweg-Maatschappij (NZASM) structures! Not only is it an 

impressive masterpiece of design and engineering, but also the only tunnel built by the NZASM and 

the first in the Transvaal (Mpumalanga). 
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The picture above shows the rack-rail in place between the tracks. The picture looks like it was taken during 
the Boer War because the figures standing at the tunnel look like soldiers and above the tunnel one can see 
an intact block-house. 

The line from Delagoa Bay and up the escarpment to Waterval Boven was completed on 20 June 1894. 
When Paul Kruger’s announcement to the Volksraad that a route had been found through the Elands River 
Valley met with disbelief, this inhospitable and uninhabited terrain being considered impassable, he 
thundered that “If I tell you that the Dutch have found a route through the valley, who are you to doubt 
them!” 

 

Work crew on completion of the NZAM tunnel from Waterval Boven to Waterval Onder 

The tunnel, 211 m long, being on the steepest section of the railway line, formed part of the rack-railway 
system between Waterval Onder and Waterval Boven, in itself unique, being, in its time, only the second of 
its sort outside of Switzerland. It was surveyed by the engineers Sissingh and chief foreman Bouten. The 
construction was contracted to the firm of Warren & Royce. Drilling and rock-blasting began from both ends 
on 18 October 1892, undertaken by miners who were experienced in this field. The tunnelling went well 
without serious mishaps and on 9 September 1893 the two work teams met underground. Before the end 
of the year the full tunnel profile was hacked out of the rock. When the centre and levels were checked in 
the middle of the tunnel they were correct to within fifty millimetres - a wonderful feat of engineering 
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indeed, even by contemporary standards, considering that the tunnel was also constructed to a 250m 
radius. 

To keep the tunnel as short as possible part of the mountain on the eastern side was blasted away, whilst a 
huge cutting was made through solid rock at the opposite end. 

 

The cutting that shortened the length of the tunnel 

On account of the instability of the rock it was necessary to line the tunnel with stone masonry. At 
approximately the halfway mark an arched niche was constructed on one side for the 'ploegbazen' (gangers) 
and workmen working in the tunnel to escape to, thereby avoiding any oncoming trains. However, should 
they not have enough time to reach it, their instruction was that “they will lie down between the line and 
the wall”!  

 
Due to the instability of the rock, it was necessary to line the tunnel with stone masonry 
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The railway from Komatipoort to Pretoria reached Waterval Boven in March 1894. In order to establish a 

supply depot, the Transvaal Republic acquired about 78 ha of the farm Doornhoek, lying on either side of 

the line. Between Waterval Onder and Waterval Boven, the line rises from the Elands River valley and the 

Lowveld to the eastern edge of the Highveld – 208 metres over a distance of 7.5 km – which necessitated a 

rack-railway and a steep, curving tunnel over this stretch. This route was later changed to a less severe 

gradient over a 14 km stretch with two tunnels. After this diversion, the old tunnel was used for road traffic 

until 1936, when the Elands Pass was built. The original tunnel, and also the bridge just below the tunnel, 

were proclaimed historical monuments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National monument, the Five Arches Bridge 

Both the Waterval Onder and Waterval Boven 

settlements were established in 1895 because of the 

building of the Pretoria – Delagoa Bay railway line, built 

by the NZASM.  

A study of the railway architecture of the Nederlandsche 

Zuid-Afrikaansche Spoorweg-Maatschappij (NZASM), 

describes the tunnel at Waterval Boven as ‘probably the 

best-known and most famous of all NZASM structures’. 

We visited this Provincial Heritage Site recently and it is 

certainly a sight to behold. Add the overall natural 

beauty of the area and the view of the stunning Elands 

Waterfall and it is not surprising that the site is a major 

tourist attraction. 
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The historic 211m tunnel is open to tourists who can walk through and admire the achievements of a past 

era. It is a remarkable experience. As you enter, light flashes off the stone masonry and you can see for 

quite a distance. The tunnel becomes darker and darker as you move deeper into the mountain. If you look 

behind you can see a portal of sunlight slowly closing. 

 

The tunnel curves and the 'portal' begins to close 

The tunnel was later by-passed and a new track laid, that was in 1908. The new rail crosses the Elands River 
above the tunnel just outside Waterval Boven and makes its way down the mountain with lots of curves and 
two tunnels to eliminate the steep slopes of the old line, thus eliminating the use of the cog wheel engines. 
Instead of a climb of 208m over 7.5km it is now 14km for the same climb. The routing of the new rail 
certainly looks amazing, also an impressive feat of design, engineering and construction. 

 

The sign that welcomes you to the heritage site 
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Tourists begin their adventure through the eastern entrance of the tunnel 

The curve in the tunnel provides a brief section where you can walk in complete darkness (most people 

bring out their smart phones for light) before the portal on the other side begins opening up. There is a 

pristine silence occasionally broken by the footsteps and hushed conversations of other tourists. You can 

almost imagine an old steam train moving slowly up or down the slope and passengers slamming the 

windows shut to block out the belching smoke filling up the tunnel. 

 

Interior of the tunnel 1894 
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As you exit on the western side you can see where a portion of the mountain was blasted away to shorten 

the length of the tunnel. A short distance to the right is a viewing deck looking out over the majestic Elands 

Falls. It is hard not to be aware of the men who built this railway over fearsome terrain!  

 

 

View from the deck outside the tunnel on the West side 

 

Waterval-Boven Western end of tunnel 
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 The tunnel was used until 1908 when a new line on the opposite side of the gorge became operational. It 

was opened for road traffic in the 1920s and then again temporarily in the early 1970s while the main road 

tunnel was being built. 

The NZASM tunnel was later, in the 1920s, converted to a road tunnel and the old rail bed used as a road. It 

fell into disuse again in 1936 when the road over the mountain, the Elands Pass, was opened. A new road 

tunnel was dug in the 1970s running parallel to the NZASM tunnel and a new road constructed through the 

Elands Valley. 

 

Road traffic since1920 

If you walk up the cutting towards the N4 and look back you get a wonderful view of the old and new 

tunnels side by side. This was the highlight of our trip! 

  

The Old (railway) and New (road) tunnels 

http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj2oZ7bpf7dAhVL-6QKHVc8DP8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/historic-tunnel-waterval-boven-probably-best-known-and-most-famous-all-nzasm-structures&psig=AOvVaw3YAZpWMW3dahGIo42jbQdf&ust=1539343996156099
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The train tunnel of the old NZASM at WatervalBoven is an icon of civil engineering in South Africa. For the 
past fifty years, a continuous stream of motorists passes this highly visible landmark as they travel up and 
down the modern N4 between Gauteng and Mpumalanga. The tunnel and its associated railway line, 
running through beautiful and dramatic topography, offer more than just a brief diversion to the traveller. 

Next time you travel on the N4 do yourself a favour and visit this exceptional heritage attraction, which has 

been declared a national monument.  

The rail carried a rack between the rails which fitted the cog wheel of the engine for positive contact with 

the rails. The picture shows a piece of such a rail, it used to be on display at the entrance to the tunnel but 

has been moved out and it looks like the scrap collectors had their share of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

          Sadly how it’s looking today!                                                  The original position at the east entrance                                                                 

The small grave yard of WATERVAL ONDER contains a section of British war graves from the Anglo Boer war. 

Something from the civilian part of the yard is the number of graves and that from before the Boer war, 

those who died during the construction of the Eastern Line NZASM. The climate and disease was their 

natural enemy and many were to die of fever or accident! 

 

https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiBnunG6OrgAhVGXRoKHUFoBFEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1XWci4raoA&psig=AOvVaw3lO5y4gqmKB0erxZrSlDGA&ust=1551868774997218
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CSAR Class 8-L2, SAR Class 8B, at the Waterval Boven tunnel, c. 1912, New line. 

To be continued.... 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2019 Duty Roster till the end of August / mid Sept 2019.   

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

   1 Wed 3-7 Kallie vB 

1 Sat 6-7  Mark P 2 Wed 10-7 Colin A 

2 Sat 13-7 Terrence M 3 Wed 17-7 Dave W 
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3 Sat 20-7 Kobus P 4 Wed 24-7 Brian D 

4 Sat 27-7 Colin A 5 Wed 31-7 Jan K 

1 Sat 3-8 Theuns W 1 Wed 7-8     Kallie vB 

2 Sat 10-8 Johan dV 2 Wed 14-8 Colin A 

3 Sat 17-8 William vdB 3 Wed 21-8 Dave W 

4 Sat 24-8 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-8 Brian D 

5 Sat 31-8 Brian D 1 Wed 4-9 Kallie vB 

1 Sat 7-9 Mark P 2 Wed 11-9 Colin A 

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. NO LONGER NECESSARY 

TO USE THE DUST SHEETS!!! YAY!!!!! 

 
      

The complete Key Duty Roster for 2019 was included in the January newsletter (available on the club’s 

website), if anyone needs to refer to it.  There is also a copy posted on the noticeboard at the clubroom.  

Mark, as Secretary, has assumed responsibility for the roster and the updating thereof – so for any changes 

that need to be made, please liaise with Mark. 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Monday 1st to Saturday 6th July, installation and commissioning of layouts  

 Tuesday 9th July, schools go back, no more holidays!! 

 Saturday 13th July, Reefsteamers Photoshoot, Germiston 

 Saturday 27th July, X-roads Hobbies Swap Meet, Krugersdorp 

 Saturday 27th July, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Friday 9th August, Public Holiday and long-weekend starts 

 Saturday 24th August, EMRIG Workshop??? (TBC) 

 Saturday 31st August, EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead Mall 

 Saturday 31st August, Reefsteamers to Heidelberg 
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2019 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Colin Tanner-Tremaine   cttremaine@mweb.co.za 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Name: - Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Bank: -  FNB Northmead Square     Account No: -    625 483 74149     Branch code: - 250 112.  

Please, DO NOT forget to put YOUR NAME as the reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2019 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT IF 
NOT YET PAID; THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN PAID BEFORE END OF MARCH! 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2019 ARE THE SAME AS THEY WERE THIS PAST 
COUPLE OF YEARS – THEY ARE STILL : R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 
FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.   

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com

