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2019 Chairman’s Report – February 2019 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

Oh boy, what did I say yes to?!!! Looks like you all elected me to be your new Chairman, and I certainly hope 

I meet all your standards and expectations.  

Before going further though, I would like to say a very big thank you to Terrence for holding the helm of 

EMRIG over the last two years. I will be very honest and say it was unfortunate seeing him leave as, 

personally, I feel he did a fantastic job. However, I am sure you will agree with me that his career studies 

take preference and we all wish Terrence the very best with his studies. 

Also, it’s really a pity to see Niel and Kobus leaving the committee. Their help with layout maintenance and 

additions like the Bridge module was fantastic, as well as all the work put into the last few swap meets. 

Many thanks, gents! 

Lastly, but by no means least, a very big thanks to Dave Wynne! For obvious reasons, Dave has stepped 

down, needing some time for himself.  I for one can totally understand. After losing Margaret so tragically 

and now with Dave taking some time off, EMRIG has lost a formidable team. Dave, thank you for the time 

you spent on the committee and all the work Margaret and you put in. Hopefully we will continue to see 

you in the future entertaining the crowds in the wonderful way you do, so eloquently and with that 

enthusiasm you exhibit when doing so. 
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Coming back to my role and my thoughts… 

I have many things going around in my head about ways to take EMRIG forward and make it interesting and 

enjoyable for you all. My main worry, though, is that my work commitments are just growing and growing.  

As it stands, I was unable to attend the AGM due to having to be in Richards Bay loading a vessel. The kicker, 

though, is that normally, the AGM should be held on the last Sunday of January. However, last year when 

we started discussing the AGM, I specially asked for it to be moved to the day it was on, not knowing that 

even that date, I was not going to be able to make! 

One of my wants is to have regular get-togethers (at least once per month), where we do something, either 

at the club or outside. One of the first items on my agenda is to have a maintenance and cleaning day – 

hopefully without John Burkhardt’s vacuum cleaner re-distributing what he was vacuuming LOL! And no, 

John, you cannot use that as an excuse to not come! 

Next is to have some small clinics of some sort. I can show my way of making fir trees, and hopefully, some 

other masters of the crafts can demo ways to do things like scenery, or decoder installation, or the like. 

Hopefully, this newsletter is out well before our next Swap Meet, which is on the 23rd of February. As you 

may or may not know, our February Swap Meet is normally our biggest in the way of tables. So, we will be 

needing all hands-on-deck to assist with setting up and tearing down, as well as helping the traders with 

carting their wares in and out.  Personally, I think this is one of the reasons the traders like the EMRIG swap 

meets so much.  So, when the request comes out, please assist. As they say, many hands make light work. 

To end, I think everyone wonders – should they be a member of a club like EMRIG?, what are the benefits?, 

what is in it for them?, or just to hell with it... If you do not see it in a separate article further on in this 

newsletter, expect it to be in the next newsletter (It’ll be in the next newsletter, I guess…).  It will be my 

take on being a member of a club, especially of EMRIG, and may just give everyone something to think 

about. 

Till next month, stay on track and run some trains. 

Best Regards 

Glynn. 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Up-coming Swap Meet 

Yip, the next one is upon us already!!!  We are indeed hosting the next Swap Meet on Saturday 23rd Febru-

ary.  And that’s just around the corner!!!  Mark Peddle, our new Secretary, has taken on the additional re-

sponsibility of serving as Swap Meet Organiser (although hopefully he is still being assisted by Kobus and 

Niel during this transition?).  He has been busy contacting all the traders. And shortly he will be contacting 
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YOU and YOU and YOU, because as always we will be requiring assistance on the day to do the setting out 

of the tables, and that other thing that we are renowned and loved for by the traders (already mentioned 

elsewhere so I won’t belabour the point!). So make a note of the date – NOT just as an opportunity to come 

and check for bargains and spend money, but also as a date on which to serve your club and the communi-

ty… 06h30 at the Mall, please! 

Reefsteamers Change of Schedule  

Reefsteamers have had to change their operating schedule, and for the foreseeable future will NOT be run-

ning out to Magaliesberg.  On their last run to Magaliesberg, the train was delayed for 5 hours due to con-

struction work at Park Station, as well as on the line, and resulting operational delays by Transnet, and they 

believe that this is an unsafe and untenable situation.  So until they can get back to more normal running 

times on the Magaliesberg line, all their scheduled trips will be to IRENE instead, until further notice.  You 

will need to check on their website for the latest situation if you are intending to make a booking.   Check 

them out on www.reefsteamers.co.za. 

GFG Are Looking For New Members 

The Gauteng Freemo Group (GFG) is looking for some new members.  Things have changed a bit at GFG of 

late – instead of only setting up a layout during a couple of school holidays each year, they are now going to 

be based out at Chamdor (near Krugersdorp) where there is a VERY extensive layout, much of which is to 

GFG’s exacting specifications, where there is opportunity to run trains every weekend.  GFG will be adver-

tising in the next Blackmark Express (Mervyn’s newsletter), so watch out for that advert, and respond if in-

terested.  Membership of the club is limited, with applicants needing to be approved by the existing mem-

bers.  The membership fee for GFG is R120,00 per annum, but there is an additional cost per weekend for 

running on the Chamdor layout.  You will need to be running HO-scale American (mid-west) trains pre 

1980, and have a particular interest in Operations, as that is what GFG is all about – shunting wagons using 

car cards and weigh bills!  They will be holding a monthly Ops session at Chamdor, starting in March.      

Club Communications Media (our regular reminder) 

These are our newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library.      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, send Niel a message 

at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something important that you need to be notified about.   

http://www.reefsteamers.co.za/
http://www.emrig.co.za/
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2018 – The Chairman’s Report to the AGM 

By Terrence Marx 

Greetings members. 

Welcome to the Annual General Meeting for 2019. I trust that the discussions today will be fruitful and that 

we will be able to achieve the goals of this meeting. 

As far as EMRIG is concerned, I am happy to report that the club has grown in membership this past year 

and our finances are standing strong. You will hear more about this in the financial report that Jan has 

prepared. We made a point at the beginning of the year to put as much money as was possible into the 

club's 32 day account and we were able to function quite well as a result. The 32 day account is also the 

best way to protect our money from crooks. 

Our donation box has been well supported this year, in fact it was the “member” which brought in the most 

money – R2200-00.  

Some of the highlights of 2018 include our trip to The Great Model Train Exhibition. This was the third time 

EMRIG participated and the members who attended had a great time. Luckily for us, the weather played 

ball when it came to moving the modules to and from Randburg. The committee is looking into making 

purpose-fit tarpaulins for the modules; the modules took a bit of a beating in the wind to and from 

Randburg. The committee will at some stage arrange a work party so that this work can be attended to. 

Margaret, Johan d V and Colin A began work on scenicking the polystyrene curve on the Exhibition layout 

and hopefully this work will be completed during 2019. There have been some hiccups in that regard, 

chiefly the issue of time, which is not always on our side. 

Our four swap meets are always a highlight and this year was no exception. The dealers on numerous 

occasions expressed their appreciation for the help and support that our members give them. We are 

compared to the other swap meets and we are tops in that regard. Thank you for that. Of note is the 

number of dealers we had at the October swap meet – 90 tables! That number is the highest we’ve ever 

had as far as we could determine, and was certainly close to the number they had at The Great Model Train 

Exhibition, which is a two-yearly event. We must strive to continue to lead the way in that regard.  

Margaret and I introduced the idea of ringing a bell to start the swap meet proceedings. We are following 
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the idea of the New York Stock Exchange where they ring the bell to start the day's trading. That way 

everybody knows when they can start to buy. The idea is to ask certain traders, club members and other 

people important to the club, to open proceedings at swap meets. It is hoped that they continue this 

tradition next year and for years to come. 

As far as the club layout is concerned, I urge members to consider building new modules and leaving a 

legacy in the club. Many modules in the layout are beginning to show their age and are in need of 

replacement, not just repair. As their quality deteriorates, so will the quality of your enjoyment of the layout 

and, by extension, the club. These modules cannot be replaced unless members step in and build 

replacement modules. At the last committee meeting we discussed whether or not the club should make 

blank modules available for members to purchase. The new committee will have to take this matter up 

further, but it will require input from you. 

Our membership ended on 48 active members, which is an increase of 9 members from 2017.  

I regret, however, to inform the Meeting that we lost three members to death during 2018, these being Mr 

Bob and Mrs Sandra Woodhead and Mrs Margaret Wynne, our secretary. Their passing has left a hole in the 

club and I will look back at my interactions with them with fond memories and regret. A number of other 

members joined the Expat Corps last year as well. Ron Poole has left to France, Peter Fish to England and 

Bob Brunt is leaving to go to Russia. I am aware of another member who will also be departing our shores 

soon. They will be missed by those who interacted with them, but they have all, in their way, left a legacy in 

EMRIG. Gone, but not forgotten. These departures create opportunities for those of us who remain to step 

up to the crease and to bat for the team so to speak. 

I want to thank those members who donated goods and items to the club which we can use or sell. Here I 

would like to mention Ron Poole who donated his HO modules and Geoff Kingsburgh who donated a large 

library of books and fluorescent tubes which the club is going to use and sell. The books are in the library 

and are well worth reading. The information therein is always topical and current, especially if you are new 

to the hobby. We were fortunate to have received a number of over-the-counter donations of trains etc. 

from members of the public, items which have since found good homes in the hands of our members.  

I also want to take this opportunity to thank Tamara and the management of Northmead Mall for the 

opportunity of calling the Mall Home. We benefit a great deal from their generosity and we are grateful for 

that.  

I want to thank those members who during the year gave selflessly of their time to the club, whether it was 



 

Page 6 of 26 

 

for the setting up of the swap meet venues or when we went to The Great Model Train Exhibition in 

Randburg. EMRIG survives on the generosity of its members, and this generosity is not always financial. I 

believe that it is about your personal input and not your wallet.  

And finally, I want to thank the committee of 2018 for the excellent work they put in in 2018. We had a 

great esprit de corps amongst us, despite some trying situations. We came through them. Some of the 

committee members are staying on and they will be able to assist the new incoming members. I wish the 

new committee well and I urge all the members to give them your support, and especially, your hands.  

 

Minutes of the 2019 AGM 

Prepared By Terrence Marx 

 

2019 Annual General Meeting 

Minutes 

 

Venue Arrowe Park Scout 

Hall, Ebenezer Road, 

Benoni 

 

Date 20th January 2019 

 

Time  10h00 

 

 

 

Proceedings as per Agenda 
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Item Minutes 

 

 

1. Opening and 

Welcome 

 

The Chairman opened the meeting at 10:15 and welcomed all, stating that there 

were now sufficient members present (16) to constitute a quorum. The 

Attendance Register was made available at the registration table for all to sign. 

Apologies had been noted on the Attendance Register, attached hereto as 

Annexure “A”. 

 

2. Acceptance of 

Minutes 

 

Acceptance of Minutes of AGM of 21 January 2017. The Minutes were accepted as a true 

and fair record by all. Acceptance was proposed by Kobus Pelser and seconded by Colin 

Anstis.  

 

3. Chairman’s 

Report-back on the 

year 2018. 

 

The report was read out by Terrence Marx. It highlighted a range of matters related to the 

membership, operations and finances of the Club. In addition, Terrence mentioned the 

fact that 3 of our members had passed away in the reporting year. Terrence also noted 

the grateful appreciation of EMRIG to Northmead Mall for the use of the clubhouse 

The Assembly rose and a moment of silence was held in memory of our departed friends.  

A copy of the report is attached as Annexure “B”.  

ACTION: The new secretary to pass on our appreciation to Mall Management (Tamara 

McKenzie). 

 

4. Financial 

Report 

 

a) Income, expenditure, subscriptions etc.  

The Treasurer, Jan Kruger, presented the financial report in the form of an Income and 

Expenditure statement, attached as Annexure “C”.  

Jan elaborated on the amount of R2000 provided for fire extinguisher servicing. Our ex-

tinguishers need to be checked annually in terms of regulations. The Mall may just have 

an issue with that and we need to ensure compliance with regulations. The Club contin-

ues to be in a healthy financial state.  

There is a total of R57 694.98 in the Club’s accounts.  

Acceptance of the financial report was proposed by Jimmy Mattushek and seconded by 

Neil Wilson. 
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There was a sincere vote of thanks from the members to Jan, proposed by Jimmy, who 

had taken over and was carrying out the Treasurer portfolio in a most diligent and excel-

lent way. 

John Burkhardt asked that a Balance Sheet (including the Asset Register) also be present-

ed as part of the Financial Report in future.  

Colin TT and John B also questioned the fact that the club has so much money in the bank; 

the aim is not to have so much but to spend it on items necessary for the club. Nothing 

special was budgeted in that regard. 

Terrence stated that the money was for emergencies. He further stated that he had spo-

ken to the N-scalers and asked them to draw up a layout for the wall where Ron’s mod-

ules had been located.   

Unfortunately, Terrence had added the incorrect budget for 2019 to the AGM documents 

– it had been changed the previous week at the final committee meeting. Jan undertook 

to send out the correct one with the minutes (attached hereto as Annexure “D”) 

  

b) Membership matters. 

The membership increased by 9 during 2018, with 48 active paid up members. 

The present Committee had decided that the subscriptions would stay the same for 2019, 

viz: 

 R400,00 for a Member 

 R600,00 for a Family Membership 

 

5. Election of new 

office bearers for 

2019 

 

 

Terrence indicated that due to study commitments, he was unable to continue on as 

chairman. There were no volunteers from the assembly for the post of chairman so the 

meeting was adjourned for 15 minutes for Niel to contact Glynn, whose name had been 

put forward. Glynn was away for work in Richard’s Bay and could not attend. Once the 

meeting was reconvened, Niel informed the assembly that Glynn would be available for 

the post. Glynn was then elected unopposed. 

Jan and Brian were available to stay on for the year as Treasurer and Newsletter Editor 

respectively, and were elected unopposed. 

Mark Peddle was elected as Secretary and Colin TT was elected as Layout Manager for 

2019. 

The positions of Swap Meet Coordinator and PRO were included in the secretarial duties. 
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Terrence continued to chair the meeting in the absence of Glynn. 

 

6. The Club Facili-

ties.  

 

 

6.1 HO layout  

Terrence stated that there are modules in the HO layout that need to be replaced (as 

opposed to being repaired). He further stated that the committee had at its final 

meeting identified four modules that need to be replaced in the layout. He urged 

members to build new modules to achieve this. The idea that the club should build 

empty module bases which members could purchase was also raised. 

 

Bob Woodhead’s modules also came up for discussion. Harry Ostrofsky stated that 

Bob’s son had no problems with the club using them and maintaining them. Bob’s son 

had intended to but was unable to attend today and that more clarity is thus unavail-

able at this point.  

  

6.2 Exhibition Layouts  

Terrence stated that “The Great Model Train Expo” in Randburg was held on 6 and 7 

October 2018. The two layouts were taken to the event but suffered some wind dam-

age during transportation, especially the HO layout. The committee had begun to 

look into the idea of making custom tarpaulins for the modules to limit the damage in 

future. 

Colin A stated that the work on finishing the final curve of the HO Layout was in full 

swing, and that the work will be completed this year. 

Terrence noted that as a result of the wind damage, there was repair work that would 

have to be done on the HO layout. 

On a question from the floor, Terrence indicated that they were unable to get hold of 

the Walkers in order to get permission to work on the Seaside Modules. Colin TT stat-

ed that they were generally not willing to respond to mails or phone calls. Jimmy 

stated that the modules required major work as the reverse curves were not suitable 

for long American locos or freight cars and that most of the scenery would be de-

stroyed. 

Terrence suggested that these modules serve a better purpose as a display in the 

window with a train on them.  
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6.3 Comments, ideas, responsibilities, maintenance and improvements 

The new committee was requested to hold another maintenance day. Jimmy sug-

gested that these be held Saturday afternoons once a month, after the club closes. 

Colin TT suggested that the maintenance take the form of a clinic, e.g. He will teach 

those present how to level the modules and then they will go around the layout level-

ling the modules as a form of training. 

Niel stated that members can assist by doing running maintenance jobs when they 

are at the club, such as levelling modules and track cleaning. 

 

7. Programme of 

Events, Visits, 

Workshops and 

Clinics for 2018. 

 

 

Terrence stated that there was little activity in this regard due to the fact that members 

were not always enthusiastic to attend. 

Colin TT confirmed that visits to layouts had been poorly attended in the recent past. He 

queried whether the membership wanted these? 

A suggestion was made that GFG be allowed to use our layout to operate on. This was 

received with enthusiasm by the assembly. 

 

 

8. Newsletter, 

Communications, 

Media 

 

 

Brian Dawson was commended for the excellent Newsletter produced each month. He 

stressed that he is always looking for articles – they need only be a few pages, with 

sketches / photos if appropriate. He said that there was not much in the line of articles 

which he could use at the moment. 

The members were urged to write articles for Brian to use in the newsletter. 

 

 

9. Additions / 

Changes to the 

Constitution 

 

 

Two changes were proposed, one flowing out of the decision taken at the 2018 AGM and 

one proposed by Jan.  

Terrence proposed the following changes which were accepted unanimously. 

Section 3.2 now reads as follows: 

“3.2.1 Membership fees will be determined at the Annual General Meeting in 

January and be payable not later than 31 March of that year; 

3.2.2 The committee may, upon application by a member, and by a majority vote 
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of the committee: 

i. Set an alternative membership fee for a member who is unable to afford the 

annual fee, or 

ii. Afford that member the opportunity to pay off their membership fee over a 

period of four months which period shall begin on 01 March of that 

year.” 

Sections 7.5 and 7.7 now read as follows: 

“7.5 The Treasurer is fully responsible for all club monies and must keep all club mon-

ies in a club-registered bank account.  It is recommended that the monies be 

kept in a bank account of his choosing that incurs high interest or zero bank 

charges.  A separate savings account must be opened where amounts over the 

R10,000 should be deposited.  

7.7 The treasurer must submit a letter to the committee advising them of the bank 

account details where the money is kept so that it can be retrieved legally should 

he suffer any misfortune that incapacitates him.” 

 

 

10. Any other busi-

ness. 

 

 

10.1 State of the clubroom 

Jimmy stated that the club room has been subject to a massive amount of new leaks in 

the past few weeks due to the heavy rain we have been subjected to. He further stated 

that the new tenants on the floor above, PG Glass, had turned the roof from “dead load” 

to “live load” due to increased vehicle movements, which meant that the floor above was 

continuously flexing, allowing for water to seep through the floor above into the club 

room. This is a very unhealthy state of affairs and the roof may at some stage cause seri-

ous damage to the layout. He said that the mall’s engineers had been in the building on a 

number of occasions and he had informed them of this state of affairs. 

Terrence stated that the amount of leaks had gone from the few “normal” leaks to a 

bunch of new ones overnight. He suggested that club members begin to lookout for a 

new club room. He further added that if we had to move, there were enough funds in the 

bank to facilitate this. 
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10.2. Appointment of Auditors for club books 

Jan stated that a problem had emerged in that Peter Fish used to audit the books for the 

club. Now that he has left, there is nobody to perform this task and he requested advice 

from the assembly on how to proceed. 

John Burkhardt and Jimmy Mattushek volunteered to check the books on “random” occa-

sions and to check them for the next AGM as well. 

 

 

12. Closure. 

 

 

The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 12:20.  

A very enjoyable ‘bring and braai’ social was then held next to the Homestead Dam 

 

My Operations Adventures: - Operations Updates 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Editor’s Note: I really have to let you guys know that Glynn provided this article WEEKS before I started 

preparing this newsletter, and without me having to ask for it!!  Yay Glynn!!     

I have really run out of operational things to write about and have been wracking my brain about what to 

put down on paper. You see, being the EMRIG editor for a short while a number of years ago has made me 

realise what a difficult job Brian has in trying to put a decent newsletter together each month. So I feel 

compelled to help!  As an aside, I plead to all the members to think about helping in any small way, even if it 

is a short one pager.  Editor’s Note: Thanks, Glynn!!   

So, I thought to myself that I have actually done some modifications and additions to my operating session. 

Two in particular to improve my operations. So, let me update you on some of the changes I have made. 

The Manifests: - 

These are two trains, one running in each direction, that basically feed the locals with wagons to distribute 

to the towns in the area. Before the recent modification to the time table, these two trains would start from 

their respective staging areas at their designated times. Now the manifest coming from Stryker (from the 

west) would start at 06h00 and reach Whitefish at about 06h05 (Real time. Not fast clock). Then the 

switchers at Whitefish would remove loads destined for industries served by Whitefish and place wagons 

from industries in the area that were destined for Chicago back on the train. This can be seen on the 

following “String Diagram”. 
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The two switchers at Whitefish could now start classifying this train into the respective locals. However, the 

Chicago to Seattle manifest was still making its way around the layout in the other direction and would only 

arrive 20+ minutes after the start of the session due to the length of its run and any meets it may have done 

on the way. Again, the switchers would remove and place wagons on the train which would normally take 

the time 45 minutes into the operating session. Then the switchers would classify these wagons for the 

locals, and invariably, the first local would only be ready to leave, forty-five minutes to an hour into a 

session which normally lasts only about two and a half hours! 

The locals would then head out one after the other, clogging the line temporarily, and then start their 

switching at their respective towns. 

Invariably, even despite rushing, 

they would either not complete 

their switching at the town, or 

would arrive back at Whitefish after 

the operations session had ended. 

This put enormous pressure on the 

Whitefish switchers to get the locals 

out quickly, as well as pressure on 

the Local operators to get out, 

switch their industries and return 

to Whitefish as quickly as 

possible. Like I said, this often 

did not happen, and opportunities were lost where operators could have spent more quality time switching 

the town completely and then returning to Whitefish at their leisure. 

I thought to myself “what can I do” about this? 

Then as normal, one day there came the “eureka” moment. And no, an apple did not fall on my head.  

What if I set up the two manifest wagon rakes in Whitefish Yard as if they had arrived last night, and were 

The Sweetgrass Local switching Sweetgrass with the Leithbridge Grain 

train running past on the main in the background 
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immediately ready for switching into locals? Then the normal interchange with the manifests between 

Seattle and Chicago could be done as one of the last moves of the day!? 

So, two sessions ago, I did just this and it worked like a dream. The Whitefish switchers would start at 06h00 

and normally had the first local ready for departure 15 minutes into the session, and not the normal 1 hour 

later! The other locals would then be ready very quickly thereafter as well. Suddenly, the Whitefish 

switchers and the locals were no longer rushing and enjoyed a session of relaxed banter-filled operations. 

Below is the current Operating plan and as can be seen, the first manifest leaves staging at 07h50 or 1 hour 

50 minutes into the session, arriving at 08h12. Less than 20 minutes till the end. 

The manifest from the other direction had left slightly later at 07h52 but due to its closer proximity to 

Whitefish, arrived earlier than the other Manifest, and as such had completed its switching before the 

Chicago to Seattle Manifest had arrived. 

To sum up again though, it has brought a major difference and advantage to the operating session, relieving 

both Yard operators and Local operators of stress and rushing.  
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In the photo above, it is 6 am and on the far Right are the two rakes of manifest wagons that were 

dropped by the through freight during the night. In the foreground, one can see a switcher set (with a 

yellow track-cleaner wagon in tow), about to start classifying the wagons 

Adding more trains:- 

A second issue I had is that, occasionally, I would have more operators than trains. I needed to add at least 

one more train in either direction, but I had used up all my staging with trains of one sort or the other and 

Whitefish was running at capacity working locals and through-freights in either direction. 

One day, I think I had been working on a 2nd three locomotive consist for some reason. To test it, I ran it 

around the layout, just the 3 locomotives on their own. It looked very nice and realistic. I suddenly thought 

to myself, let me put it in the schedule as a “light engine” move across the layout. But as I said, my staging 

yards were already full and two of them already had two different train movements on each of those lines. 

Again, the “eureka” moment! The Coal train! You see, there are 3 mainline locomotives that take the coal 

wagons from the power station at Whitefish, all the way around the layout to the coal mine at Browning. 

What if we did the normal coal movement, however, we simulate a breakdown on the locomotives at the 

coal mine when placing the empties, and thus, a reserve set of locomotives must traverse the layout and 

bring the coal loads back as normal? Brilliant!  The second set of mainline locomotives suddenly had a use. 

An imaginary call would come in from the crew at Browning that a technical issue had befallen their 

locomotives, and this would trigger Whitefish to send out the reserve locomotives which would entail the 3 

locos running light (i.e. with no wagons) to Browning to bring back the loaded coal wagons as per the 

operations plan. 
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On the right is the consist that brought the empty coal gondolas to the mine and broke down while 

getting ready to return to Whitefish with the loads. On the left is the new consist that has arrived as a 

relief, and has coupled onto the loaded coal hoppers and is starting to haul them to the power station. 

Ironically, what this opened the door to, was the scenario where, later in the session, the stranded 

locomotives at Browning had been repaired and were now required to be returned to Whitefish, without 

their loads as they had been taken earlier by the relief train. Two additional moves added to the session! 

Fantastic!! 

And with that, an end to this article. 

Till next time, and hoping I think of something else to write about 😊 

 

Silent Once More!! 

By John Burkhardt 

 

Editor’s Note: John B has been a very consistent contributor with his series here for a long time… But now 

he seems to have run out of suitable projects and topics for articles…  Anyone got any suggestions for him?  

Or any new and interesting projects that he can tackle???  We look forward to hearing from John again in 

due course, when his muse returns…. And hopefully we won’t have to wait too long!...  
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So What Will Happen To Your Trains When You Die? 

By Brian Dawson 

Unfortunately, just like taxes, death is an inevitability for all of us, and likely coming sooner rather than later 

for us “more mature” model train enthusiasts.  When I wrote my family’s annual newsletter at the end of 

last year, I mentioned that I had attended more funerals / memorial services during last year than in any 

previous year of the 65 that I have been around.  I guess it has something to do with that stage of life that I 

am now in…  And this past week we as a family had to face the most unexpected and horrible realisation 

that one of our family members is riddled with cancer, and the reality is that we have to deal with the 

likelihood of his imminent departure.  He is not a model train guy, but he has a LOT of other interests (he 

breeds birds, fishes, snakes, etc. for the petshop trade), and has a lot of livestock that will need to be “dealt 

with” (disposed of) as he rapidly becomes less able to cope with the rigours of looking after them…  

Terrence referred at our recent AGM to the fact that three members of our club had passed away during 

2018. In addition to those funeral services, I also attended the funeral of a member of another of the train 

clubs I belong to.  Geoff was still busy working on developing his superb layout up until a few months before 

he died, when he became too weak to climb the stairs to his train room in the loft.  His wife is still deciding 

where she will be going now that she is on her own, and what to do with his layout, etc.  She is however 

keen, while she is still in the house and the layout is still there and functioning, that it be used.  Geoff was a 

keen Operations man, and he and a regular small group of retired friends used to have weekly Ops Sessions 

on his layout (until one of those friends also passed away).  Yesterday I was invited to take part in an 

Operations Session on his layout, organised by one of those friends who was part of that Ops group, and we 

will be remembering and honouring Geoff as we run his trains on his layout (pictured below) on Saturday 
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afternoon…. And thanking his wife Bev for the privilege and opportunity to do so! 

Then this morning I received by email a model trains newsletter (The North Star Chronicles – Volume 7 No. 

2 Feb 2019 edition) which ALSO touched on this subject, and REALLY got me thinking about things again….  

So I’m including here the relevant portion from David Cairns’ article… 

     “This is being written in early January, traditionally a time for reflection on New Years’ resolutions. I am 

not normally big into those. However as I get older and arising from experience one issue has come to the 

fore, and that is – I need to reduce the amount of model railway “stuff” I have, or at least be more selective 

about the collection. This issue was brought home to me by Mike Leppan who is currently assisting a son 

dispose of a large collection of his father’s HO Marklin, Lima and model railway items, together with a mod-

el ship collection.  

From a personal perspective this is going to be a difficult (traumatic?) process but it has to be done. In my 

time I have seen too many widows and children left with the burden of disposing of a deceased’s model 

railway collection, and it is unfair on them to have to cope with a situation not of their making because their 

husband / father did not make proper plans for the inevitable. 

There are several options to deal with such situations. The best starting point is to make an inventory of 

what the collection comprises.  If the “recycling” option is chosen, swap meets seem to work well on the 

Reef, but they are few and far between here in Durban. Model railway dealers, guys such as Mervyn Mark 

with his Blackmark Express (hickey@megabits.co.za), Shaun le Roux (capemodeltrains@gmail.com) and 

Chris de Witt (chrisdewit@absamail.co.za) between them cover the main metropolitan areas in this country. 

The local WhatsApp 45mm and LGB groups see a lot of trade in the larger scales.  
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Overseas, the Hornby Railway Collectors Association in the UK runs regular auctions to assist with the dis-

posal of O gauge Hornby and Hornby Dublo collections, and of course there are auction houses like Vectis 

who provide a fairly pricey collection disposal process.  

For those who do not want to see their collections broken up, AIMREC is endeavouring to establish an edu-

cational centre/museum at Ashover in Kent to preserve model railway layouts and collections.”…. 

And so, it struck me that I – and I am sure it applies to all the rest of us club members as well – need to be 

preparing for the eventuality that we won’t be around and running our trains for ever and ever…  and the 

obvious question arose – what will happen to my / our trains?  Perhaps we have kids or grandkids who 

would love to inherit our trains, and then they could just be passed on to them and they can continue to 

enjoy them as we did.  Unfortunately, in this day of X-boxes and PlayStations and the like, there seems to 

be a lot less interest in model trains among the younger generations, and so this might not always be a real-

istic option.  And that does in any case also not address the issue of what is to become of our personal 

home layout, if we are lucky enough to have one…  

As David has suggested above, a good place for us to start would be to at least reduce the “clutter” that we 

all accumulate, getting rid of the excess stuff that we no longer require, or which doesn’t run so well any 

more.  If we get rid of it ourselves, it then doesn’t need to become “someone else’s problem” to make the 

decisions and dispose of it.  As someone who has only relatively recently gotten back into model trains, I 

haven’t yet accumulated a lot of clutter, but I do have some – second-hand stuff that I bought voetstoets 

and discovered afterwards that it doesn’t run as well as I hoped, or that it doesn’t actually “fit” with the 

direction in which I have since decided I wish to concentrate my efforts.  So I have a box for the “junk” / 

reject stuff (marked with Jimmy’s yellow dots), and I could start by getting rid of that at least.     

I do have a very rough “inventory”… sort of!  I keep a monthly record of my general expenditure, and after I 

had started to spend what I considered to be “serious money” on train stuff, I decided that it would be a 

good idea to keep a separate record of my expenditure on my train hobby, so that I had some idea at least 

of what it was worth (perhaps I might one day get around to insuring it?).  So my list is primarily an ex-

penditure record, noting how much I have spent on locos, on other rolling stock, on model kits and land-

scaping materials, on subscriptions, on repairs and upgrades, etc., but with just a mention of line items such 

as “BR wagons x4”, “ATSF box cars x2”, etc.  Not much detail there…  So what I do need to do, before my 
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collection starts to get out of hand and the task becomes too daunting, is to turn it into a proper inventory 

with descriptions of the various individual wagons, accompanied by their purchase prices, so that there is a 

proper record of what is there in all my different boxes, and also an indication of what it should be worth.  

(Obviously there is a difference between the price that someone like Mervyn would buy it back from me, 

and the price that I originally paid to buy it – he has to make a bit of a living out of his business, after all!). 

With my wife now recently retired, she is on a mission to “tidy the house”.  I had removed my most recent 

wagon purchases from their cardboard packaging (the ones that were still boxed), and kept the empty box-

es in a couple of packets in the study near my storage / carry-boxes of train stuff (the handy wooden boxes 

I bought from Niel – also listed in my “inventory”).  She wanted to throw away all the empty cardboard 

packaging!  When I objected (I did still have to remove them and store them in the garage instead!) she 

wanted to know why I would want to keep stuff like that, and I explained that boxed rolling stock would 

generally command better prices than loose items “sonder box”.  So in a way I have started to educate her 

about the value of the stuff that I have been buying…. But I really need to make her more fully aware of the 

actual value of my stuff (somehow without her wanting to start divorce proceedings when she sees just 

how much I have actually spent to date!). 

Seeing as I have bought most of my current 

“trains collection” from Mervyn Mark at Swap 

Meets, it would probably be most appropriate 

for him to buy it all back from my wife once I de-

part this mortal coil, and then the items can be 

passed on as “bargains” to the next generation 

of train collectors.  Many of my items of rolling 

stock still have the little price tags stuck to the 

undercarriage – I thought it would be interest-

ing in a few years’ time to see just how much 

(or how little!) I had paid for them!!  But the 

point is, I actually need to let my wife (and the 

rest of the family) KNOW about Mervyn (and 

the other guys who might be able to assist in 

dealing with my deceased estate).  So that she knows who to call in…       

And then there’s the issue of layouts….  I don’t have my own, so it’s not an issue for me personally, but I am 

hearing more and more about people having to get rid of layouts, and the problems of and energy involved 

in having to do so.  Sometimes people emigrate, or even just move to a different town or house, or down-

size into a Retirement Village… and there is either no space to take the layout, or much less space for it 

than before… 
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When Jim McLuskie retired and moved into a Retirement Village with no space for his trains, Colin Tanner-

Tremaine was instrumental in saving Jim’s beautiful layout which would otherwise have been disposed of 

as rubbish.  It was carefully dismantled (he was assisted by Jim and Graham Guthrie), the solid base boards 

having to be cut into (rather large) sections, and transported to Sci-Bono on a hired truck.  There it is now 

reassembled and on display for the general public to enjoy, and used as an educational facility for school 

and other groups. 

 

In mining rehabilitation, where I have been involved for the past 30 years, these days it is considered “best 

practice” to design, construct and operate a mine with the eventual (inevitable!) closure of the mine in 

mind, to facilitate closure and reduce the rehabilitation costs at the end of the life of the mine.  Perhaps a 

similar principle should be applied when one is designing a home layout – what will happen to it once you 

are no longer around, or need to move?… and designing and building it in a way that will make it easier to 

dispose of afterwards… 

For those who do not yet have a home layout, but are considering building one, it makes a lot of good 

sense to build the layout on a modular basis, so that the layout can easily be divided up into sections that 

can be transported elsewhere, or else sold off as functional units.  And if you need to move into a Retire-

ment Village with very little space for your trains, you could always take just the branchline module and 

turn it into a great little shunting challenge on the porch, as the late Ron Caldecot did….      
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As Colin rescued Jim’s layout from head-

ing for the potential scrapheap, likewise, 

Jean Dulez rescued a small garage lay-

out (pictured right) that otherwise 

would have been consigned to the 

waste skip, and today we enjoy the use 

of it as a small DC layout at Northmead, 

available for kids to run basic trains on.    

I also know that, locally, Johan de Vil-

liers and John Burkhardt and Niel Wil-

son at least have been involved in dis-

mantling large layouts belonging to de-

ceased estates, and then having to in-

ventorise and sell off the various com-

ponents.  And that’s what Mervyn is doing much of the time, and it’s where many of the “bargains” that we 

eagerly seek and snatch up from his tables at Swap Meets come from.  So it’s probably happening far more 

often than we realise, when one looks at how much stock he has and how many tables he needs to display 

it…..     

So the take-home message from this article is that, if you aren’t doing so already, you REALLY need to be 

thinking about what will happen to your “train stuff” when you die!   Do you have kids or grandchildren 

who will really appreciate and treasure your “stuff”, to whom you can bequeath it?  And if they are really 

not interested, then do you have another plan in place – an arrangement for someone to come in and value 

it and purchase it from your estate at a reasonable price?   Or will your family just drop your stuff off at the 

clubroom one Saturday morning in a cardboard box, as a “donation” to the club?   

And is there someone who will be able to dismantle your home-layout without destroying its inherent val-

ue?  Someone who will appreciate all the effort and loving care that you have put into the landscaping and 

building of all those beautiful structures?  Items that we treasure so much deserve to be taken good care of, 

and not left to the vagaries of someone with a chainsaw and a crowbar who just does not appreciate their 

value. 

Is your layout and train collection of such value that it needs to be included as a specified item in your last 

will and testament?  You may well find that you have spent so much on it over the years (once you have 

done a priced inventory!) that it constitutes a significant portion of your estate, and needs to be provided 

for in death duties…   

I realise (and to an extent I apologise!) that this has been a rather morbid topic, but, as we as model train 

enthusiasts age, the time when we are going to be permanently parted from our beloved trains is drawing 

inevitably closer.  And I reckon that it’s better to be prepared for that eventuality if you can….     
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By… no-one once again…. 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 November same story… 

 2018 December same story….  

 2019 January  …nothing has changed  

But there is NOTHING to stop anyone from offering to write for us - anytime!!!!!!    

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2019 Duty Roster till the end of March / early April 2019. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 2-2 Theuns W 1 Wed 6-2 Colin A 

2 Sat 9-2  Johan dV 2 Wed 13-2 Kallie vB 

3 Sat 16-2 William vdB 3 Wed 20-2 Dave W 

4 Sat 23-2 Glynn C 4 Wed 27-2 Brian D 

1 Sat 2-3 Jimmy M 1 Wed 6-3 Kallie vB 

2 Sat 9-3 Terrence M 2 Wed 13-3     Colin A 

3 Sat 16-3 Kobus P 3 Wed 20-3 Dave W 

4 Sat 23-3 Colin A 4 Wed 27-3 Brian D 

5 Sat 30-3 Johan dV 1 Wed 3-4 Kallie vB 

1 Sat 6-4 Theuns W 2 Wed 10-4 Colin A 

2 Sat 13-4 Brian D 3 Wed 17-4 Dave W 
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To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets 

(except the one in the bookcase, which is difficult to get at), to protect the layout equipment against 

possible power surges due to lightning etc. 

 
      

The complete Key Duty Roster for 2019 was included in last month’s newsletter, if anyone needs to refer to 

it.  There is also a copy posted on the noticeboard at the clubroom. 

 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Wednesday 13th February, Committee Meeting at Northmead Mall, 17h00 

 Saturday 16th February, Reefsteamers trip to Magaliesberg IRENE (changed!!) 

 Sunday 17th February, Rand Society of Model Engineers Open Day, Florida 

 Saturday 23rd February, EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 Saturday 2nd March, Reefsteamers trip to Irene 

 Saturday 16th March, PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria 

 Saturday 23rd March, Reefsteamers trip to Magaliesberg IRENE (TBC) 

 Saturday 30th March, Crossroads Hobbies Swap Meet, Krugersdorp 

   

2019 Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Glynn Chamberlain     glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Colin Tanner-Tremaine   cttremaine@mweb.co.za 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Mark Peddle       mark@icemountain.co.za 

Swap Meet Manager – Mark Peddle     mark@icemountain.co.za 

Events Manager – (nothing’s been happening….  New committee will pick it up)…. 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2019 ARE NOW DUE FOR PAYMENT, BEFORE END OF 
MARCH! 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2019 ARE THE SAME AS THEY WERE THIS PAST 
COUPLE OF YEARS – THEY ARE STILL : R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 
FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.   

PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT EVERYONE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER IF AT ALL 
POSSIBLE? – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 


