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Chairman’s Report – November 2018 

By Terrence Marx 

Greetings, Members. 

The end of the year is almost upon us, and at this time we only have one more “work” month ahead of us 

before December and its festivities roll around. The year has certainly flown by. 

Kobus extended Margaret’s Library by adding the second set of shelves and packing away the books Geoff 

Kingsborough donated to the club. Thank you for the books, Geoff. There are about 400 magazines, mostly 

American, but the information in them is generally universal. I encourage you to page through them and to 

even take some home to read ONCE you have completed the signing-out register which you will find there.  

When you return the magazines, please put them back where you found them, i.e. in the correct magazine 

and year sequence. 
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We had the biggest swap meet that I've ever had the privilege of attending, here on the 27th of October. I 

am convinced it was the biggest in the country. Unfortunately, attendance by the public was poor and this 

has generally been ascribed to the fact that there were three swap meets in October, and the market and 

modellers were pretty much saturated.  

We ended up with 90 tables, and there were a lot of bargains to be found. I want to take this opportunity of 

thanking the guys who came out to help on that day. They include Ash, Bob, Gustav, Hansie, Jan, Karel, 

Kobus, Niel, Richard, and Theuns. If there is anybody I may have missed, I sincerely apologise; I want to 

thank you all for your help to get everything ready for the day.  I also want to thank Glynn, Kobus and Niel 

for the work that they put in to make the swap meet work. Since Margaret’s passing, I have been assisting in 

the process and I have discovered just how much work is involved. It is huge; I kid you not. 

It is also fitting that Dave became the second club member, after Margaret at the previous Swap Meet, to 

ring the opening bell at the swap meet. Having a bell to ring was another collusion between Margaret and 

me.  We based the idea on the system at the New York Stock Exchange, where somebody is invited to ring a 

bell to start the day's trading. That way everybody knows when trading can start, and members don’t have 

to run around informing everybody of the starting time.  

The idea in future is to invite traders, club members and others important to the club, to open proceedings 

at our swap meets by ringing the bell. I do believe that a record and a picture should be kept of this event, 

as part of EMRIG’s legacy, but that is still up in the air. It was decided that the decision as to who rings the 

bell should rest with the Swap Meet Committee and not with the club committee. It is hoped that they will 

continue this tradition next year and for years to come. 
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I want to thank the club members who attended Margaret's memorial service on the 21st October. I learnt 

so much about Tannie M on the day, that I am disappointed in myself that I did not get to know her better 

while she was alive. I encourage all of you to learn about each other - we are more than just the common 

bond of trains that we share.  So many of us have so many interesting stories to tell, and I encourage you to 

get to know each other better. 

I want to make it known that I will not be available for committee duties next year as I will be busy with 

Honours degree studies. To get into the Psychology Master’s programme, I have to place in the top 3% of 

the honours class, and that will require a lot of extra effort on my part. I am putting this information out 

there now so that there is enough time for members to decide on a suitable candidate for the chairman 

post. The rest of the committee will make known their own positions with regard to duty next year, in due 

course.  

The committee also decided at a meeting held on 28th October not to fill Margaret’s post at this time, and 

this post will also be up for re-election at the next AGM. The date for the AGM has been set for Sunday 20th 

January 2019 at 10:00, at a venue to be determined – we hope to be going back to the scout hall and picnic 

area at Homestead Lake, but that must first be finalised. The paperwork in this regard will be finalised by 
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the time the next newsletter is sent out. 

This appears to be all from my side at the moment. 

Take care and stay safe, and keep those wheels rolling… 

Terrence 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Welcome To Two New Members  

This month we welcome another two new members to our ranks!  Welcome to Eugene Saayman and Charl 

Malherbe!!  We look forward to seeing you gents running trains at Northmead, Eugene and Charl, and get-

ting to know you as you join in club activities!  

Swap Meets  

The next few Swap Meets will be the Kroon Club’s meet in Pretoria on 1st December, then PMTC’s also in 

Pretoria on 8th December (seems crazy to me to have two in the same area a week apart?), followed im-

mediately by our next one at Northmead on Saturday 15th December.  We will be in touch about the ar-

rangements for that one, nearer the time.  

Upcoming AGM 

It’s still two and a half months away!  But at this time of year particularly, it is amazing just how quickly that 

time will pass.  We’ve set the date for the 2019 AGM as Sunday 20th January, and are hoping to be able to 

hold it at the same Scout Hall at Arrowe Park where we held it last year, again followed by a Bring & Braai 

and social get-together (assuming that Glynn still has good connections there).  As Terrence has mentioned 

above, we need meantime to be thinking about who to propose to be our chairman and secretary for 2019, 

as well as for any other committee positions that may become vacant between now and then and need 

filling.    

A Fridge In The Clubroom 

A small (very secondhand!) bar fridge has been loaned to the club (on a trial basis), and is (obviously!) in 

the “kitchen corner”.  We need to be careful (and HYGIENIC!) about how we use the fridge please!  Please 

do not leave items in the fridge which will “go off”!  The Keyman for the day should also check the fridge 

condition….  PLEASE ensure that the fridge remains connected to the electrical supply and turned on (right 

hand switch on the wallplug), while the OTHER (track) items are turned off and disconnected.  Let’s see 

how this works…!! However, if the fridge is not to be used on a regular basis and there are no items in the 

fridge that need refrigeration, then leave the fridge turned off at the plug, and the fridge door slightly ajar. 
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Club Communications Media (our regular reminder) 

These are our newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library.      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, send Niel a message 

at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something important that you need to be notified about.   

Remembering Margaret Wynne 

By Brian Dawson 

 

 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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Given the impact that she made on our club, it’s hard to believe that Margaret was only an active member 

of the club and serving on our Committee for a bit more than a year…  I clearly remember how it was at the 

Special General Meeting on 13th August 2017, when Jimmy had resigned as Chairman and Terrence (who 

had been Secretary at the time), was elected as Chairman in his place and the Secretarial position then 

became vacant, that Dave Wynne proposed that his wife Margaret join the committee as the new Secretary.  

And EMRIG gratefully adopted his proposal (nem con!! – i.e. no-one else wanted the job!), even though 

Margaret seemed a little hesitant, and what a great club decision that was!   

Prior to that Margaret had been “around” in the club, as a Family Member of the club along with Dave (as 

one of our very few lady members), attending our few social functions, noticeable in that she had and 

always wore her club shirt, but was always in the background…  Margaret did not run trains (at that stage 

she did not yet have any of her own), but periodically came along to the Mall on a Wednesday morning with 

Dave… and when they went home at lunchtime it was always noticeable that the clubroom was so much 

tidier and cleaner than when she had arrived!  She invariably found dirty cups that lazy club members had 

not washed, half empty water bottles, pie crumbs left adorning the green plastic table, and other signs that 

indifferent and untidy male club members had been around!  Margaret was not one to leave things undone 

when they needed to be done!  She just quietly got on and did things, mostly without anyone noticing!... 

And that then seemed to be the hallmark of her term while serving as our Secretary.  Whenever there was a 

job that needed doing, or something that could be improved upon, she just got on and did it herself if she 

could, or else made sure it happened by getting others involved with her!  Think of the “kitchen” area 

revamp, the library reorganisation, the “admin” area, the wheelie boxes for the table cloths, extra table 

cloths made, a new table and chairs for our “dining area”, having the shop windows cleaned, swap meet 

organisation, etc. etc. etc.  I once received a tremendous compliment from a member of a rival club – a GFG 

member who told me what a pleasure it was booking a table at an EMRIG Swap Meet (compared to any 

other venue), as the registration process was so incredibly efficient, due to Margaret’s management.    

At Margaret’s memorial service / celebration, held on 21st October in the chapel at the retirement village 

that she and Dave were about to move into, it was an absolute revelation to listen to a synopsis of her life, 

as presented by an ex-colleague who had become a close friend over the years.  Long before her untimely 

passing on 10th October, Margaret had planned out what she wanted to happen at her memorial service, 

and even left her “arrangements” folder (in triplicate!) so that there would be no misunderstanding of her 

desires and intentions.  She had listed who she wanted to be speaking, who singing, what songs she wanted 

sung, and where she wanted the service to take place (after having seen the chapel during a visit to Elphin 

Lodge when deciding whether or not to move there).    

Andrew Tanner told us something of Margaret’s lifestory, much of the detail gleaned from the 

autobiographical memoir that Margaret was busy preparing (but left unfinished), as something to leave for 

her family.  She was born in England, came out to South Africa by boat as a pre-school child with her 

parents and four siblings, lived in the Eastern Cape, and then went to study Geology at UCT, which was 

where she met young Dave Wynne, at that time a young Electrical Engineering student.  They graduated 

together in December of 1971, were married the following day, and the very next day left for Rhodesia 

where they were going to work together at a mine (in the days when women were not allowed to work 

underground in South Africa) – as a qualified Geologist, Margaret wanted to do “proper Geology”, and for 
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her that meant going underground, not just an office job!  And Margaret got on and did what was 

considered a “man’s job”, without expecting or receiving any special dispensations because she was female! 

Dave and Margaret moved around a bit in their early careers, including a spell at Koeberg Power Station.  

Margaret then joined Ninham Shand as a geologist, one of the first female professional staff members, 

remaining with them for a number of years, ending up as the first female Associate of this renowned 

Consulting Engineering firm.  Ninham Shand merged with Africon to form Auricon, at which point Margaret 

resigned, and then joined SRK, from where she finally retired. During her working career she worked on 

many different projects, including some in deepest darkest Africa, and including such prestigious projects as 

the Lesotho Highlands Water Scheme (Katse Dam) and the N3 Tollroad upgrade between Heidelberg and 

Cedara, inter alia. 

As a mature woman, and at that stage a mother with a family to look after, Margaret decided that she 

needed to study Engineering Geology in order to further her career, and did her Honours degree part-time 

at Tukkies (in Afrikaans!), earning her degree with distinction and as best student in her class – yet more 

evidence of her amazing determination and ability!  She even got to serve a term as the President of the SA 

Institute of Engineering Geologists, the first woman ever to do so!             

Margaret was meticulous in everything that she did throughout her working career, and that continued into 

her position as our club secretary.  Dave recently handed over to the Committee the set of files that 

Margaret had developed during her tenure as our Secretary, everything meticulously sorted and filed, 

everything attended to!  Knowing that she would be going into hospital for a routine operation and might 

not be recovered enough to attend our Committee meeting, Margaret had (long in advance) prepared the 

minutes and agenda and other documentation for that meeting.  And the arrangements for the Swap Meet 

to be held the following weekend were all well in hand.  Unfortunately the operation ended up being not 

quite so “routine”, and two further operations were required, and Margaret tragically and most 

unexpectedly passed away due to multiple-organ failure resulting from complications due to extensive 

septicaemia that she contracted.   

Although Margaret physically had small feet, she leaves behind really big shoes which her successor at the 

club is going to be hard-pressed to fill with the same dedication and efficiency!  She will indeed, as the 

brochure from her memorial service prompts us, live on in the heart of our club, and in the hearts of its 

members, as well obviously as her family and all those others whose lives she touched.         

 

Silent Once More!! 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

So when I sent John B a whatsapp message asking how he was progressing with his promised article, he 

sent me a beautiful picture of a white rhino (location appropriately not disclosed!), and then the message 

“watching these for a week”.  When I asked “when are you back?”, he replied “16th”…. And for some 

reason he hasn’t taken his computer on holiday with him… so hopefully we’ll hear from him next month… 
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My Operations Adventures – Locomotives and Wagons 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

One should never boast that they got their articles in early, as I did 2 months ago, as it invariably 

comes back and bites you in the posterior! Not only did I get this article in nearly 2 weeks late, but 

I missed the October newsletter completely. I am really sorry, in particular to Brian, who I know 

needs articles to keep your newsletter interesting. 

Once again, I am running out of Operational articles to write. Hopefully, however, that will change 

before the next newsletter. However, this month, as promised in the previous article, refers to 

work I have done to my locomotives and wagons for improving operating sessions. 

If there is one item that will completely put me off this hobby of model trains I love so much, it will 

be poorly-running locomotives and wagons, as well as continual derailments. There can be nothing 

more frustrating than following your train, continually re-railing derailed wagons or pushing 

uncoupled wagons that have come adrift due to coupler issues. I wanted to ensure that the layout 

runs as perfectly as it can to ensure operators do not get frustrated and stop coming back to ops 

sessions. 

So, firstly, let’s discuss the wagons. 

When I first entered the hobby again after work and kids, I pretty much purchased any wagon type 

that caught my eye - Athern, Microtrains, Atlas and the like. What became an issue was the various 

coupler types. The horn hook was the most prevalent and the way to go, but at the same time, it 

was not easy, if at all possible, to change a Microtrain to a horn hook. I so wanted to keep the 

Microtrains, as the quality and detail were exceptional! What I also liked about the Microtrain 

couplers was that you could do simple uncoupling over a magnetic ramp. So, I started buying 10 

packs of the bogeys with couplers, and changing all my other wagons to the Microtrain bogeys and 

couplers. 

Inadvertently, it was the best thing I could have done. The quality of Microtrain couplers, bogeys 

and wheels is exceptional and, quite honestly, I have never had issues with them. I would watch as 

fellow modellers with the horn hook couplers had endless uncouplings and or derailments. 

Microtrain since then has been my standard, with me buying bogeys and couplers in bulk. 

One of the advantages to Microtrain bogey sets is that the coupler is fixed in relation to the bogey 

and thus the rail. So coupler height with relation to the rails is also not an issue. Now I have been 

doing some body mount conversions and that can be a challenge getting the heights correct! 
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To the right is a photo of my 

wagon modification and 

maintenance box. It is broken 

into two sections. 

The top section has all the 

weights and loads that 

contribute to the weighting 

down of the wagons. 

The bottom section contains 

all the bogeys and couplers. 

 

 

 

To the right is a template I have created in 

Excel that I print on Label paper and cut out. 

This, as per the image on the right, is then 

stuck to the back of the respective wagon car 

card. From here, I then track changes made, 

or that need to be made. So using the photo 

to the right, let’s go further into getting the 

wagons up to standard. 

Wheelset / Coupler 

As already stated, I will change wagons to the 

Microtrain (MT) standard. However, some 

manufacturers are bringing out wagons with 

their own bogeys “and” MT body mount 

couplers. It can be a bit of a mix match. 

When received, I look at the bogey and 

coupler and fill them in, in pencil. If it is not 

MT, I know I have to do the conversion at 

some point. But, as you can see, this wagon 

has an MT bogey and a body mount coupler as it is highlighted in green. 
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Going back to the modification and maintenance box, below is a view of the various couplers, all 

packed ready for when needed. 

 

Below shows all the various couplers I need. I will often purchase 10 packs or multiple, however, 

again, with the Rand the way it is now, I can be thankful that most of my fleet has been converted 

and what I have helps out with the odd wagon I may find at a swap meet or via a friend. 
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I will come back to the NMRA Weighted later. 

Wheelsets 

As you will see on the photo, I have written FVM 3310 6,5mm.  

I have heard good things about steel wheels on both N and HO layouts. To this end, I wanted to 

start upgrading the plastic MT wheels to steel. After much lurking and reading on the various 

forums, it appeared that FVM (Fox Valley Models), made the best!? I contacted them to firstly find 

out which was the best one for replacing the MT wheels. Then it was a case of a wheel where the 

flange was not a “pizza cutter” and also not so small that derailments would resume. Their 

recommendation was their 3310. I have since converted a fair number of my wagons, but there are 

many, many more to go. In actual fact, this has taken a back seat at the moment due to the cost. 

Don’t forget that a 100 pack with 4 wheels per wagon will only do you 25 wagons! 

Have they worked? Most definitely! I have no regrets, they work just the same as the MT, and if I 

had the funds, I would have converted all the wagons by now. 

Restraining spring. 

Occasionally, a particular wagon can have an exceptional 

jerking motion and this can be very frustrating! MT’s solution 

to this is to place a restraining spring where the coned 

restraining spring sits in the bogey. This creates a kind of 

resistance and causes the wagon to stop jerking. I only fit this 

to wagons where this happens excessively and not on every 

wagon. Thus, I will only write this down on the card if I have 

fitted it for this reason. 

Resistor wheels. 

Probably one of the main reasons going to steel wheels 

was so I could have signalling around the layout, and thus I 

needed resistor wheelsets for this to happen. As it happens, 

FVM have an option with their 3310 wheelsets with 

resistors on. I have not purchased any yet, but will just 

need to get sufficient to fit one per wagon. In the future, as 

they start getting purchased and fitted, I will tick this box 

and mark it green. 
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Now we come to the NMRA weighting. 

I have watched the odd derailments and noticed that due to the extremely light weight of some of 

the wagons, they get lifted up between the two wagons on either side resulting in a derailment as 

the wheels lift and leave the tracks. I have again read much about weighting wagons, and in 

particular to the NMRA standards. Again, to this end, I thought let’s give it a try and see how it 

goes. 

Well, initial results were 

very promising, however, 

it caused the other 

wagons that were OK to 

now be lifted. So, I took 

the decision to start 

weighting all the wagons, 

and have not looked back. 

Actually, I do lie! I keep 

looking back because I 

have not finished with 

every wagon! I am still 

weighting cars on a 

monthly basis. 

To the right, I made up 

this contraption. I took 

the NMRA weight 

standards and created the 

scale template below 

showing what the weight 

(in grams) should be by 

the length of the wagon. 

From here, I put a wagon 

on the tracks and check 

the associated weight it 

should be. From here I 

then weight the car 

accordingly. 
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To do the weighting, I have resorted to a number of tactics! 

For boxcars it is relatively simple. Take off the body and stick in 

some weights. One could use fishing weights, however, 

through work and the number of tyres we buy for our 

machinery, I was able to get a complete box of rim weights as 

per the image alongside. They come in 5g or 10g. I find I need 

5g’s the most and if low on them, I will cut a 10g in half with a 

solid set of side cutters. 

  

 

That is great for boxcars and the like, but what about flat cars, centre beam flats and bulkhead flats? 

Well, as the saying goes, it is not what you know but who you know. I had Neil Wilson and my 

brother make the following in wood and steel respectively. They are suitably placed on the wagons 

and held on with double sided tape, which has worked excellently so far. 

 

Also, as you will see with the wooden loads, they are cut differently. This is so that when I have 2 

or 3 centre beams or the like, they will make the wagon appear unique when placed next to the 
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other wagons.  

Below are some images of the various weight loads on the wagons themselves: - 
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To say that weighting down the wagons has helped is an understatement. It works tremendously 

well and should be considered with your own fleet. 

Well, I have a great many pages written and have not even started to discuss the locomotives! So I 

think I have found my article for next month. So stay tuned for the next article, on what I do to 

ensure my locomotives run well. 

Till next time… 

 

 

Making DZ Coal Loads In An Afternoon (allegedly!) 

By Terrence Marx 

A few months ago I bought several CMD DZ-7 wagons because I got them cheap. As much as I wanted to run 

these wagons empty, I felt that they needed loads. The DZ is an SAR/Spoornet utility wagon used to haul 

just about anything: from cargo in crates and liquid tanks, vehicles of all types, to minerals and ores of 

various types. As a result, the DZ underwent several modifications and upgrades over its lifetime and is still 

in use today. I often recall seeing these wagons running with coal and gravel loads, so I decided to build my 

models a coal load to run with behind my 6Es.  

Over a period of a few weeks I discussed the idea of these loads with club members, and we came up with 

various ways to fashion them: from a piece of styrene with a load of coal simulated on top to polystyrene 

and even a rhinolite coal load. After experimenting with the first two options, I chose the last as the first 

two came out too light.  

Step 1 

I began with the wagon itself as the master, and lined the inside with a strip of plastic cut from a plastic bag. 

The plastic sheet sides were cut higher than the sides of the DZ, in order for me to fashion a mound for the 

coal. The idea behind the plastic was to ensure that the casting, once dry, will be easily removable. 

After this I mixed my rhinolite until it was a soupy mixture (I used about 20 heaped tablespoons for the 15 

wagons) and poured it into the wagon until the mixture was higher than the top of the wagon sides. The 

great thing about rhinolite is that, the stiffer the mixture, the quicker it sets. I poured the load until it was 

about the way I wanted it and I found that the rhinolite had set in the first DZ before I had finished casting 
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the 5th. I was able to go back and top up the previously poured loads until they looked like they were the 

right height. 

 

The Casting in the drying process. 

While I was pouring – before the plaster set, I lightly tapped the car sides to remove any bubbles which may 

have become trapped in the load, and then shaped the load again. 

Step 2 

This was the longest part of the project…. waiting for the load to cure. I my case I let the loads cure in a cool, 

dry place for the next few days, after which I removed them from the DZs and left them to dry in the 

sunlight for a few more days. The DZs will warp in the direct sunlight, so the load’s removal from the DZ is 

important. I also removed the plastic lining from the rhinolite, and was left with clean DZs and smooth sided 

loads. The plastic came off very easily. It didn’t really matter if it tore in the process. 

 

The Casting once it is removed from the DZ and has dried. 

Step 3 

This step involved sanding the loads to shape. I used a 40 grain sanding disk which I had lying around. For 
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some reason, some of the castings were a very tight fit in the wagons so I sanded the sides down slightly in 

order to get them to fit the wagon. 

I test-fit the casting in the wagon and drew a line around the load where it was exposed above the wagon 

body with a pencil. This line was used to mark where the load was above the sides and starts its rounding. 

Not all the loads were of uniform height so my loads varied in this regard.  My story is that these wagons 

are loaded by tip-loader, not with a shape-forming lid like how the coal and chrome loads are loaded in big 

plants. I also sanded the ends flat to simulate the effects of the wind blowing along the load (and of course 

the odd pilfering of coal when the wagon is standing still). There were areas where the load had uneven 

slopes, but generally I had enough casting to work with to get a decent sized load. 

 

Casting removed; the pencil line indicates the top of the DZ side 

Once I was satisfied with the shapes, I dusted the excess powder off with a brush and then painted the load 

black. I included the sides and ends in this process as well, and then let the castings lie overnight. Very little 

touch-up was applied as the load would in any case get a black top. 

 

The sanded casting. I prefer low profile loads. The right side has been sanded down to an angle as well to 

represent the wind effect. 
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Step 4 

This step involved adding the coal load. I had a tin of black crushed coal stone but decided not to use it on 

this load. Instead I went for a more coarse textured stone which I had collected myself and sieved through a 

wire strainer. The coarse grain is larger than normal coal, because I wanted my black coal to be visible on 

the black wagons. Finer coal would get lost in the blackness of the paint, as I discovered with the blemishes 

(“mistakes”) in my castings. 

 

The castings have white glue on them, ready for the stone. 

There are two ways of gluing the stone onto the casting; one is the top-up method which I preferred and 

the other is the upside-down method which I tried on other castings, and which I did not really like. 

In the top-up method, I began with a liberal coating of wood glue over the top of the casting, and then 

placed the castings two at a time in an old box and sprinkled the stone over it. I poured the load lengthwise 

and turned the casting around 180 degrees and poured again. I found that if you only pour from one side, 

the far downslope didn’t get as good a coating of stone as the near downslope. Once I was satisfied, I gently 

patted the stone onto the load so that it sat firmly and then turned the load over for the rest of the stone to 

fall back into the box. This way I could see how much stone had gotten stuck to the casting.  
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Top-up method. I rotated the box 180 degrees to get an even coating. 

In the second method, I filled the box with stone and then gently rolled the glued side in the stone. With 

the second method I was able to get the stone to sit more firmly on the casting, but I still found that I had to 

sprinkle loose stone onto the small gaps which were visible on the casting. I found that the stone almost 

resembled the smoothness of a road and I wanted it to look loose and coarse, as if held in place by gravity. 

It just looked too smooth over the top of the casting. I don’t suppose that these gaps would’ve mattered 

much given the next step, but still… 

 

Upside-down method of applying the coal stone 

Once the stone layer had dried, I filled in any imperfections with more stone glued in place.  
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Afterwards, I liberally ran some of my diluted ballast glue mixture over the top to ensure that the stone is 

fully covered and sealed and then I left this to dry. At this stage they looked like Granola bars. In normal 

sunlight they would’ve been ready for the final step in about an hour, but given that I did this over a rainy 

weekend, I had to wait for the next day for the sun to dry them. I suppose I could’ve hastened the process 

by using a hair dryer to dry the castings, but I was lazy. 

I wondered about the casting’s ability to withstand sudden impact and it was during this time that I 

accidently dropped one of the loads off the top of the counter. It broke in the middle. I simply glued it back 

together with wood glue and you can’t tell the difference. One thing that I did not do when making these 

castings is using wood glue in my rhinolite mixture. I believe in adding a bit of wood glue to my mixture and 

that it helps to make the casting a bit harder than normal. How true this is, I don’t know. 

Step 5 

The final step involved painting the load black and ensuring the load sat properly in the wagon. Some of the 

stone had dribbled over the sides of the castings and these were simply removed with a blade. 

The coal load weighs just enough to keep the car tracking firmly and to not make the units struggle with a 

train of them. It also allows for the loads-in, empties-out scenario in that the load can be easily removed to 

replicate an empty wagon on its way to be loaded. 

While I modelled coal for my loads, I see no reason why the same procedure could not be followed for 

wagons of ballast, concrete or granite blocks or even a load of sand. 

 

Ready for Eskom! 
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SWAP MEET OCTOBER 2018 

By Terrence Marx 

October was a busy month for EMRIG and the hobby. As mentioned earlier, there were three swap meets in 

the month, starting with the Great Model Train Expo at the beginning of October, and a swap at 

Krugersdorp the weekend of 20 October, and then our own swap meet on 27 October. 

 

Figure 1 The amount of work awaiting us on the morning. 

This was the biggest swap meeting I have ever attended since my first one in 1995. We had 90 tables 

booked for that day and all of the key dealers were in attendance.  

 

Figure 2 Johan dV setting up his stall for the day 
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Dreamtrains, Craig Kloke, Mervyn Mark, Nature’s Models and Johan De Villiers were all in attendance. These 

five dealers account for 50% of the tables we rent out. The other 40 tables were taken up by our 16 smaller 

dealers among whom were a number of new faces and old regulars. Thus the total for the swap meet was 

21 dealers. 

 

Figure 3 The calm before the storm 

As usual, a call went out to the club members to assist with the setting up of the venue and we were not 

disappointed with the turnout, despite the fact that a large contingent of the regulars were unable to 

attend due to other activities. The table setup went smoothly except for Kobus who read the setup plan 

backwards or upside down (I am still not sure which)!!. We experienced a challenge with the Christmas tree 

which was standing, aptly, in the middle of Nature Models’ exhibiting space but we were able to work 

around it.  

One issue we did run into was the shortage of tablecloths. EMRIG owns about 60, enough for a “normal” 70 

table swap meet - some dealers bring their own to cover the difference. This swap meet we were woefully 

short by some margin, and had to make do with what we had on hand. We found some unused skirtings in 

a bin and these were promptly pressed into service for the day and they covered the tables just as well.  

Members were on hand to assist the dealers with the moving of their stock in and out of the Mall.  The 

dealers expressed their appreciation to the club members for this effort. It helps them to set up and break 

down a lot faster than normal. 

Unbeknown to Crossroads Hobbies, they left a box of stock at the Mall on departure. Niel was able to 

contact them to collect the box, and there was both surprise and relief when the mistake was discovered, 

and they were able to collect the box before leaving Benoni. 

 



 

Page 23 of 31 

 

 

Figure 4 Some of the stock on Mervyn's tables. There’s a lifelike SAR unit in there too… 

The swap meet started promptly at 0900 with Dave ringing the bell to kick things off. This was an especially 

sad moment given that the last time the bell was rung, Margaret had had the honour of performing this 

task. The number of buyers was, however, very low for the reasons given at the beginning of this article.  

 

Figure 5 More of Mervyn's stock 

Some of the items that caught my eye during the course of the morning are highlighted below. At the time 

of writing, these are the ones I can remember correctly and accurately. Next time I will pay more attention 



 

Page 24 of 31 

 

to what everybody has for sale, to give a more detailed picture of what was available. 

I saw a number of items that were going cheaply, including a 10-pack of Peco flex for R25-00 a length, and a 

large array of buildings on Mervyn’s table that were also decently priced. He also had a blue box Athearn UP 

SW7 cow, calf and caboose available as well as two Missouri Pacific GP38-2s painted in pre-merger UP. 

These would make an interesting consist with UP GP38s.  Another dealer had Exactrail reefers for sale, as 

well as a number of Walthers and Intermountain freight cars. It was the first time that I had seen the 

Exactrail cars and I was very impressed by the quality of these models. 

Danie Pienaar had beautiful coffee mugs decorated with SAR steam photos on them. These were available 

in porcelain or in tin (the so-called “blikbeker”). He had a number with recent photos of the Red Devil, 

presently down in the Cape undergoing trials, for sale as well. Danie says he custom-decorates these mugs 

on request as well. 

CMD models were also present with a number of their RTR kits, including grain wagons and DZs. 

Unfortunately I was unable to talk to Craig Duckham about the new diesels that are presently being 

produced for the company. From the pictures I have seen, they are going to be awesome.  

Mini World Models, a new dealer whose buildings I first saw at the TGMTE, also had some buildings for sale. 

The models are first rate and I saw a number of buildings, including modern offices, a Spar, KFC, Cape Dutch 

houses and a number of smaller buildings. Of note were the SAR models that were for sale, notably 

container wagons and DZs with corrugated iron buildings on them. 

 

Figure 6 Buildings from new dealer, Mini World Models, which were available from Kobus P 

Dick from Nature’s Models also had real miniature succulents for sale. According to him, he is selling them 

so that the ladies have something to shop for when the men come to purchase trees and other goodies for 

their layouts. Dick tells me that he is behind with stocking up, as October had been extremely busy.   

Craig Kloke had a number of new items in stock that were literally hot off the laser cutter. While I did not 

see them, he has also been working on a number of HO scale jeeps for the local market, a must if you are a 
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military modeller. 

Dream Trains had a number of SARM rolling stock items on their tables and with the current exchange rate, 

they are looking more and more attractive every time I see them.  

 

Figure 7 Trees from Nature’s Models for sale. As usual, there were thousands of them. 

 

Figure 8 Beautiful double-headed Rovos passenger train 

The club room was very busy as well and I was surprised by the amount of trains running. The layout was 

overrun by Spoornet equipment from various members. Kallie had his steam trains running and Theuns had 

his Units pulling a load of tankers present as well.  I also found this beauty departing from Vic Falls and so I 
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had to take a picture of it.  

At this stage, I packed away my camera and did not take more pictures. The Benoni City times dropped by 

and took photos and did an interview with Dave. I expect the article to be in the newspaper soon. The swap 

meet was closed at 12:00 and by 13:00 the guys had packed away the tables. I want to express my gratitude 

to the members who assisted with this unpleasant activity. 

 

Supporting Our Members As Suppliers 

Rene Bosch, one of our members, has just opened a new model trains shop in Benoni!  His flyer is pictured 
below.  Please support him in this new venture!! 
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And remember that we have other members who also provide services for our hobby…. 

Colin Tanner-Tremaine (when he is not too busy working as a proper Electrical Engineer), does installations 
of decoders and sound, layout electrification, signal automations, supply of track current-testers, repairs to 
locos… etc…    

John Burkhardt (Burkhardt’s Bahnhof) is a supplier of all things Digitrax (command stations, controllers, 
UP5s etc), and also installs decoders and sound systems, and does loco repairs… 

Johan de Villiers (Traintraxx) does excellent landscaping of layouts on contract! 

And young Niel Wilson (Valley Loco Works) does all things model-train related, from layout electrification, 
decoder and sound installations, loco repairs, supply of all things laser-cut (train storage boxes, controller 
boxes, curve radii, worktable trestles, paint pot holders, you name it, he’ll make it for you), etc. etc…  

Who else from among our members provides services we don’t know about?  Please let us know!!  Then we 
can promote your services too… 

 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By… no-one once again…. 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 
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 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 

 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

 2018 September Brian Dawson 

 2018 October  …. Nothing once again…  

But there is NOTHING to stop anyone from offering to write for us - anytime!!!!!!    

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2018 Duty Roster till the end of December / early January. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 
 
Sat 3-11  Theuns W 1 Wed 7-11 

Dave W 

2 Sat 10-11 Jimmy M 2 Wed 14-11 Colin A 
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3 Sat 17-11 Terrence M 3 Wed 21-11 Dave W 

4 Sat 24-11 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-11 Brian D  

1 Sat 1-12 Colin A 1 Wed 5-12 Kallie vB 

2 Sat 8-12 William vdB 2 Wed 12-12     Colin A 

3 Sat 15-12 Johan dV 3 Wed 19-12 Dave W 

4 Sat 22-12 Glynn C 4 Wed 26-12 ??????? 

5 Sat 29-12 Kobus P 1 Wed 2-1 ??????? 

1 
Sat 5-1-
2019 ???????? 2 Wed 7-1 

??????? 

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets, to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 3rd November, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Sunday 4th November, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 Saturday 24th November, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Sunday 25th November, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 Sunday 25th November, Toy Fair at Blairgowrie 

 Saturday 1st December, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Sunday 2nd December, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 Saturday 8th December, PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria 

 Saturday 8th December, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Sunday 9th December, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 Saturday 15th December, EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 Saturday 15th December, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg – Christmas Special! 

 Sunday 16th December, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 
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 Monday 17th December, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 Sunday 13th January, EMRIG Committee Meeting, Northmead 

 Sunday 20th January, EMRIG Annual General Meeting 10h00, venue TBC  

 Saturday 23rd February, EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

   

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – position now sadly vacant… 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (Brian Dawson taking over, under guidance of Colin TT)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – Kobus Pelser   

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2018 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT IF 
NOT YET PAID - PAYMENT SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE BY LATEST END OF APRIL 
2018!! IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID, YOU ARE IN DEFAULT!! 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2018 WERE NOT INCREASED – THEY ARE THE SAME 
AS LAST YEAR – R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 


