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Chairman’s Report – September 2018 

By Terrence Marx 

Greetings, Members! 

While July was a very busy month, August seems to have been just the opposite, which is good as we are 
now heading into a quarter which is going to be very busy. 

Margaret, Johan d V and Colin A have begun work on scenicking the bare curve on the HO Exhibition Layout. 
The committee discussed the scenicking at length and decided unanimously that it should be finished. We 
are aware of the reasons why it was originally left bare and, while the idea is good, we believe the value of 
the completion of the unscenicked area outweighs the benefits of the bare styrene.  

If anybody wants to assist them, then please contact them. Johan is an excellent builder and you will learn a 
lot from him. Colin A is also a prolific scene creator. I also want to take this opportunity to thank Nature 
Models for the generous donation of scenic materials to the club for the section. I understand that the 
scenery will look a bit "East Rand", with the main theme being a slimes dam and a few houses nearby 
(which reminds me of Reiger Park or Benoni!). I am however, not privy to the builders' detailed plans, so the 
result will be a surprise for both you and me, and I am looking forward to seeing their completed handiwork. 

We will be drawing up a duty roster for the Randburg event, and the time-slots are given in the newsletter 
as well. Please volunteer your names to me as well as the times that you are available to assist. We need at 
least two names per time slot for the HO layout and the same for the N Gauge – if you can be there all day, 
that would be excellent. Be aware that the layout will be in DCC mode for the two days, and we will be 
taking the club trains through for those days, so if you do not have trains, we will provide. The vital, most 
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urgent period is the setting up and pulling down of the layouts, as this takes the most work. I only have the 
unofficial final arrangements from the conveners of the show, so we are all still a bit in the dark. 

Another thing that has come up is the donations we receive… Firstly, a grateful thank you for them, and 
please keep them coming.  What we do request is that you just inform us of such, so that we can keep track 
of them and who the original owner was.  The reason this matter has come up is because somebody put a 
N-scale brewery on the layout, and we do not know who it is and whether it was a donation or not. The 
brewery will be taken onto the asset register until the owner is identified and we can clear this question up. 
While there is no possibility of it ever happening, but should EMRIG ever be disbanded, these donations will 
be offered back to the original donor before they are distributed amongst qualifying members. Secondly, we 
would like to thank the donors. You deserve that at least.  

Take care and stay safe, and keep those wheels rolling… 

Terrence 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Welcome To New Members 

During August, two new members have joined EMRIG!  We wish to welcome on board Matthew Janse van 

Rensburg and Chris Botha.   Welcome to the club, gentlemen, and enjoy the ride!  May you enjoy many 

pleasurable hours of running trains here at EMRIG. 

Centurion Society Of Model Engineers (CSME) – Model Engineering Fair 

CSME will be hosting their Model Engineering Fair, which will be a weekend of fun for the whole family, 

over the longweekend in September, from Saturday 22nd until Monday 24th September.   It will take place at 

their premises at  Meerpark Station, 999 Kwikkie Crescent, Centurion Lake.   

There will be model train rides galore, exhibitions of steam engines (many of them much bigger than the 

ones that Dave W demonstrated at our recent Swap Meet! ;-) ), model boats, and many other hobbies and 

crafts on display.  There will be picnic and braai facilities available at the venue, as well as food and 

colddrinks available on sale.  Take the family and go to Centurion, and have a fun day out with CSME!!     

Entrance is only R10 per person (if over 2yrs of age), and the entrance price includes one free train ride!!  

Additional train rides are R10.   

The Fair will be open on Saturday and Sunday from 09h00 until 16h00, and from 09h00 until 13h00 on the 

Monday (presumably to give them a chance to start packing up). 

Check out their website www.centuriontrains.com. 

http://www.centuriontrains.com/
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The Great Model Train Expo in Randburg in October 

Yes, I know we keep mentioning this (there is more detail about this later in the newsletter!), but we are 

committed to being there at the Expo and running our trains, to demonstrate our hobby to the general 

public (which I know we do here at our club anyway!), but this time at a much bigger platform than we 

have here in Northmead at the Mall.  

We now need our members to step forward and assist with the things that need to happen to make this 

event a success! We need to transport our two Exhibition Layouts to Randburg and set them up there on 

the weekend before the Expo, and then have DCC trains running on our layouts (HO and N gauge) at all 

times during the Expo weekend.  Terrence has asked in his Chairman’s report above for you to let him know 

if you are available to attend and assist, so that we can start to fill in the duty roster for that weekend.  But 

you can also let any of the committee members know if you bump into them anywhere, and they will gladly 

pass on your offer of assistance.   This is an opportunity for us to showcase our club to the whole of Gaut-

eng!  Let’s all make a big effort, and show the model train fraternity just how great EMRIG is!! 

Swap Meets  

The next swap meet coming up will be the PMTC-hosted September Swap Meet on the 29th in Pretoria.  

And bear in mind that there will also be the equivalent of a Swap Meet happening at the TGMTE event in 

Randburg on 6th and 7th October.   

And then we are the hosts for the next Swap Meet at Northmead on 27th October.  Having an EMRIG table 

at the Swap Meet proved quite a successful idea for at least a couple of our members last month, where 

Margaret and her team were able to help them dispose of items they wished to sell.   Once again, this 

event is an opportunity for us to showcase our club to the model train community.  

Club Communications Media (our regular reminder) 

These are our newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library.      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, send Niel a message 

at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something important that you need to be notified about.   

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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My Operations Adventures – Vol. 10 (Part 2) 

Hosting and Preparing for an Operating Session 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Editor’s Note: Glynn said that he was running out of aspects to write about, relating to his layout and the 

Operations Sessions held there every second month…. But I’ve kept twisting his arm, and so here’s yet 

another article from him for this month, and still with the prospect of another one for next month!...   

OK, I have hopefully gotten my act together and submitted this article to Brian well within the cut off time 

this month ;-)  Editor’s Note:  YES, THIS MONTH HE DID!!!!! 

For July, I was at a loss for an article. After much thinking, I eventually came up with the article I wrote for 

the August issue. I thought that would be it, and I would then have to think of something else. However, 

while writing that article, I realised the article was more people-orientated with respect to getting operators 

to attend, how, what to provide, etcetera. But, it did not describe what I have to do in preparing the layout. 

So, this article will delve into that, and hopefully I can put some pages together. If all goes well, then next 

month, I can go through what I do with my rolling stock and locomotives to make them run next to perfect. 

So, without further ado… 

There are two aspects to preparing the layout. The first is the new upgrades, for instance, new scenery or 

track-work or the like. The second however, basically follows from the last session!  You see, as that session 

progresses, little or big issues are noted down by myself during the session. Often operators will report 

issues like a wagon not coupling properly or derailing constantly. Maybe a locomotive coupler is a bit low, 

causing uncoupling issues, and is set aside during the session. Or, a certain piece of track appears dead or 

the locos stall on that part. I get very frustrated when something on the layout causes issues and potentially 

detracts from the operator’s enjoyment. 

To this end, between the last operating session and the next one in 2 months time, I will do my best to 

tackle these problem items. As an example, here is the list from my last session: 
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For interest sake, let’s go through the items, with what I have done if anything: - 

1. Section @ WGP  (West Glacier Park) – Dead 

a. The area in question I have checked with a number of locos as well as a multi-meter and 

not found a problem. There appears to be sufficient feeds as well. So I will keep an eye on it 

at the next session. 

2. Control Panel @ CF (Columbia Falls) Glue 

a. The side came loose at the last session. Glued and done. 

3. WF (Whitefish) switchers separating. 

a. Brian mentioned his switchers in Whitefish were separating apart sometimes. Un-coupling. 

I was easily able to re-produce it and tackled it for about an hour. After some frustration, I 

replaced one of the couplers and we were in business again. 

4. Sweetgrass locos 

a. Don’t know what that means, LOL. I will see what happens at the next session. Shows that 

you must make detailed notes! 

5. Spy hole and flap covers 

a. Operators have named my helixes “Faith Hills”.  For instance, your train heads into a tunnel 

to the helix and, based on faith, they come out at the top. They are always trying to find 

ways to look into the helix and see if their train is still running. So, I have drilled a 50mm 

hole in a strategic location on the facia so the guys can look inside the helixes. Kevin is 

cutting me some flaps, which you can simply move to the side, to cover the holes. Still need 

to put a switch and lights inside to make it easier to see the train. Still a work in progress… 

6. Panel at EGP (East Glacier Park) 

a. Refer to the next section below. 

7. Clean all 8509 CP wheels 

a. The loco was spluttering a bit. Cleaned the wheels and “A” for away. Done. 

So, that is the items from the last operations session! What now? Well, as mentioned above, let’s now look 

at the first aspect... New work or modifications on the layout. 

Over the last number of years, I have slowly been installing Servo motors to drive my turnouts on the 

mainline and sidings. Most of the layout is done, which is approximately 85 to 90%. However, Essex and East 

Glacier Park are still needing full automation. You see, before the last session, I managed to get the servo 

boards and servos fitted at East Glacier Park, but I was unable to get the operators’ hand panel done. At the 

last two opps sessions, I would either have to throw the servos from the PC running JMRI, or, if operators 

were able, they could do it from their DT400 or similar throttles, or their Smart Phones running Engine 
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Driver. This is all very well, but some members have the UT4 throttles. Here, there is no functionality on the 

throttle to throw the switch. So, long story short, it was all very confusing, irritating, etcetera. The best was 

for me to do the panel, get it fitted and be done with it. So, the weekend after the session, I spent most of 

one day on the weekend doing that. Below is the finished panel. This now leaves me with Essex to do and I 

will be complete. However, there are some technical issues there which I will not go into here now. Possibly 

a small article for the future . 

 

So, now... Once all the corrective repairs and new work has been completed, now what?! Well, I can assure 

you, I am often not the tidiest of workmen. So, I can assure you, the layout and the room in general looks 

like a bomb has hit it! Honestly. Also, the time I start to work on cleaning up this mess is normally the 

weekend before the next session! Nothing quite like procrastination. 

 

After completing the East Glacier Park panel, I was supposed to take some photos of the room to show 
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what I mean. But I got to tidy it a bit and missed the opportunity. However, it was not quite cleaned 100%, 

so here are a couple of those 

photos: - 

So, first thing is to really start 

tiding the room up. Packing 

away extensions, drilling 

machines, rulers, pliers and all 

the other tools I have had out.  

Once the room is tidy, the real 

work starts! First it’s a 

thorough vacuuming over the 

layout, window sills, counters 

and floor. Basically, everywhere! 

This is done with the pointy suction attachment in the photo detailed to the left below. 

Then, there is another vacuuming of the layout, only this time with the brush attachment. Many years ago, I 

specifically looked on the internet for a brush nozzle I could attach to our 

Karcher vacuum cleaner. Ironically, this is what I found on Karcher’s web 

site and promptly bought one. I mainly use this attachment on the rails 

themselves. Sometimes the nozzle attachment cannot remove stubborn 

dirt by suction alone. The brush attachment is excellent in that, while 

brushing back and forth over the track, 

it also sucks any offending material 

away. This attachment is used 

nowhere else in the house and 

remains my property LOL. I do not 

want it getting odd chemicals from 

the home cleaning process on it and 

then transfer that onto the layout. 

Don’t forget the trains and wagons! 

Over time, the locomotives and 

wagons also accumulate dust. But, if I 

use the vacuum cleaner, it is way too strong and can and will damage 

the model. So, I put the items needing the cleaning on a tray and go 

outside and sit at the courtyard table. Here I will use a special brush to 

clean the model. This brush (pictured below) I got from my daughter. 

She has hundreds and I am being honest – she gave me this one. Why 

this one? Well, I am sure you cannot imagine it from the photo, but it is an incredibly soft brush and perfect 

for brushing dust off wagons. It really is. I do the dusting outside so it does not all end back on the layout 

again. 
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What I have found is that every month, I am taking something outside 

and giving it a clean. To do it all every time is way too much. Doing a 

number of wagons every month ensures that, over time, all the items are 

relatively clean. 

Now, arguably the worst part… Cleaning 

the track. Back in July 2014, I wrote an 

article on track cleaning. It actually still 

holds true to this day. I used to get a 

small cloth, and, using isopropyl alcohol, 

wipe every single piece of the track on 

the layout, as seen in this image to the 

right.  One of the issues though, is that 

there are sometimes hard-to-reach areas. 

For instance, between buildings and in 

particular, trees on the layout. I have 

some trees in areas planted relatively 

close to the tracks. As I wiped the track 

with my size 20 hand and cloth, the trees would be bumped and this would 

just be annoying.  

You will see above that I say “I used to”. 

From John Burkardt’s layout again, I saw 

him with one of the Woodland Scenics 

track cleaners as in this photo on the right. 

I purchased one from Hobbies and Models 

and have never looked back. It is simply an 

amazing tool, and aids tremendously in 

getting into those horrible areas. 

On a couple of side notes 

regarding track cleaning: I read 

a very interesting thread 

recently on the MRH (Model 

Railroad Hobbyist) website 

about track cleaners and not to 

use alcohol. I will not go into 

the detail, but the theory 

presented (and as Ambassador 

Spock from Star Trek would say 

“The theory appears sound”) 

said to use mineral spirits. The 

link to the article is as follows: - “Black Gunk Be Gone!”  

http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/node/5733
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Anyway, I have not tried 

this yet. But as per my track 

cleaning article, I still use 

“CRC 2-26” which has 

served me unbelievably 

well. This product is not a 

track cleaner and is not 

used as such. But more to 

aid in electrical conductivity. 

So much so, that in my 

article, I made mention of a 

new product I had ordered 

and was going to try, also 

from a thread on MRH. The product was called “No-Ox-ID”. I said one day I would report back on it. 

Unfortunately, I cannot do that as I have not tried it at all. All I can say is that 3 years on since that article, I 

am still using CRC 2-26 and am extremely happy. 

With regards my locomotives, I think I will leave that for the next article. 

We are nearing the end of the preparations. The next thing is sorting out the car cards and wagons for the 

sessions. I use the 4-turn cards so theoretically, turn them over and ready to go. Yes, and No! I do still need 

to do some tweaking here and there. I have a template as below where I write down where all the Manifest 

wagons from Chicago and Seattle are going. I then glance over to ensure the distribution over the layout will 

be fairly even, and not that, for some reason in the cards, an oversupply of wagons is going to a particular 

industry in a particular town! This shuffling of the cards and preparation takes about 1 hour to two hours at 

the max. 

 

On the day before the session, we are on the home run. I have spare batteries for the throttles which I put 

on charge for the guys, in case they do not come with any, or their battery suddenly dies! I ensure 

uncoupling picks are evenly spaced around the layout together with the re-railing ramps (if someone is 
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battling to re-rail a N-scale wagon) and magnifying glasses in case someone wants to read the wagon 

number on an N-scale model. 

Also tested is the Wi-fi which sometimes can be testy to get going! The Wi-fi for the layout is a separate Wi-

fi router connected to the PC in the train room, and is needed for the JMRI / Engine Driver app that some 

guys use on their smart phones. Often it requires the re-setting of the router or PC or both. However, I can 

confidently say that it has worked every time I have had a session and never fails me or the operators. 

So, that is it.  There’s a tiny glimpse into getting the layout ready for an operating session. 

Next month we will look at what I have done to wagons and locomotives. It will arguably be a smaller article, 

but let’s see. Who knows…. 

Till next time… 
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Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

Converting the LIMA SAR Class 5E1 – 

Part 6 – “The Cowcatcher” 

In one of my frequent FB flicking moments, I came across something which really piqued my interest, in the 

MRR pages that I follow regularly! 

 Adrian Hill of ScaleCraft ( adrian_hill@mweb.co.za ) posted a picture of his latest creation – a casting of the 

Cowcatcher that can be fitted to the LIMA 5E1 Electric unit to make it look like a rigid extension of the body 

shell, to replace the unrealistic-looking clip on the OEM truck frame. 

  

                            

I’m back! – as those who also contribute more regularly to this Newsletter know well, it is sometimes difficult to find 

a suitable subject that you are comfortable with, and of course life might also interfere with your set of priorities. 

Hopefully this is over for me and I can contribute again, with musings about what is close to my heart in MRR.    

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIMA SAR CLASS 34 

In Parts 1 & 2 we prepared the Loco chassis to improve electrical pick up and to accept the wire connections from 

the shell, which we modified to accept mounting of a speaker, LED lights and a PCB type decoder. All that now 

remains for us to do is to mate the two assemblies and program the decoder for optimal performance of the loco. 

However as I was loaned another of these models, and while on my work bench I decided to photograph the 

mailto:adrian_hill@mweb.co.za
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The picture on FB that got me going was of 2 cast Cowcatchers quoted as available in 3 colour versions, red, 

yellow and unpainted, complete with machine screw to fasten the casting together with a No. 5 Kadee (not 

supplied) to the LIMA chassis.  As you will gather, reading through my descriptions and photographs, I 

made some changes in my approach and I don’t know whether Adrian will include these in his future pro-

duction, hence if you want to do this mod to your units, please check with Adrian at above stated email.   

 

 

Cowcatcher castings 
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To install these castings, the first thing we need to do is to disassemble the unit to get to the bare chassis as 

well as the two truck frames. On the truck frames I cut off the drawbar with coupling and plastic cowcatch-

er, in fact what I did is to unclip the latter and then with my Xuron unceremoniously amputated the draw-

bar from the truck frame. The cut-off, as usual, went into my scrap box – it may become of use at some lat-

er stage.  

     

Coupler with plastic Cowcatcher          Drawbar cut   

Next, with a sharp mill head in my Dremel, I shaped the truck frame round ending with an even 2mm thick 

frame from side to side – this is so that the truck frame clears the Kadee coupler pocket with ease to let it 

rotate around the bolster pin without snagging at any point of the rotation. We also need a modification to 

the Kadee coupler pocket, described later.   

     

Truck frame mod     Assembled with Shims 

We then can reassemble the truck frames back onto the respective trucks, but not before having cleaned 

all the wheel tyres, internal axle contacts, bolster pin, etc. to make sure we have an unhindered current 

path to motor/decoder.  The above picture also shows some fiber washers around the bolster pin of the 

trailing truck, which are shims needed later when aligning Kadee coupler height, as discussed later.  
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Now to start the process of installing the cowcatchers to the loco chassis, turn the chassis upside down and 

offer the cowcatcher to the bottom of the chassis end, making sure the chassis end is fully into the two 

guides on either side of the cowcatcher. While holding the mated parts tightly, drill a 1.8mm dia. pilot hole 

in the chassis floor through all 3 holes in the cowcatcher casting. Do both ends, or all four in case of the 

suggested double header, then open all three holes in the cowcatcher casting with a 2.5mm drill. 

   

The cowcatcher with Kadee is now attached to the chassis floor 

Using 2 x No. 2 x 6mm long self-tapping screws, fasten the cowcatcher casting to the underside of the loco 

chassis floor, and with a No. 2 x 9mm long self-tapping screw, also fasten the No. 5 Kadee coupler in the 

aperture of the casting to complete the initial assembly. 

    

Trimmed Kadee Coupler Box and Truck frame for good clearance 

When assembling the trucks to the chassis you may find that the truck frame, although machined as de-

scribed earlier, still tends to snag the back of the Kadee coupler box - in which case I did also cut off the 

back wall of said coupler box.   

With Kadee couplers it is of course imperative that the knuckle is at the correct height, as well as that the 

trip pin is bent to clear the foot on the coupler gauge.  
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Coupler at severe slope    Coupler correctly aligned 

During the first cowcatcher installation, I soon found that, due to the achievable tolerances with such deli-

cate castings, it can occur that the coupler box does not have a surface to mount against which allows it to 

sit perfectly parallel to the rail head. This would lead to unacceptable performance of the Kadee coupler, 

and I had to resort to patiently filing the front of the coupler mounting surface some, and getting the cou-

pler box to tilt the rest of the way by sticking a 1 mm wide shim cut from 0.5mm styrene sheeting over the 

width of and at the extreme end of the coupler box. 

    

Drawbar construction…     and installation 

For reasons explained in my closing paragraph, I’ve been working only with permanently-coupled double-

headers and on these, instead of fitting Kadees at the mating ends, I chose to construct a drawbar. This 

simple assembly consists of a 1.5 - 2mm thick styrene strip and a short length of No. 226 Evergreen tubing 

epoxy-ed together, which, at the same time as coupling the units together permanently, will also hide and 

safely guide the wiring that needs to be routed between the units. I painted this drawbar black before fixing 

it in place as the Kadees at the other end, ensuring that it allowed for sufficient swing for the consist to ne-

gotiate the tightest curves it will encounter in its service. 
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Wire routing through existing holes in chassis…..  and pipe under drawbar 

The wires connecting essential services between the units I then threaded through the holes in the one 

chassis that formerly held the head light brackets, then through the pipe under the drawbar, and finally up 

through the holes in the other chassis. Short length of small diameter heat shrink tubing just loosely slipped 

over the wires retains them in the desired position and out of harm’s way. 

This actually concludes the installation of the cowcatchers - but in the course of pulling my demo unit apart 

to do and photograph the above, as well as experimenting to try and solve some complaints from modelers 

about lack of tractive effort of a single LIMA 5E1 in standard format, I added in some mods which comple-

ment and indeed now complete this kit bash! 

        

Doubling the weight insert    Double power close coupled 

The first thing I found necessary is to equal the condition of today’s state of the art model loco design 

where for example a Bo-Bo wheel arrangement would have 4 axles driven and picking up current in one 

single chassis. To simulate that with the simplified LIMA design, there is no other way than to resort to two 

powered units permanently coupled with a drawbar which, albeit flexible, will to some extent assist with 

weight transfer between powered trucks. 
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The second aspect I found wanting was the unit weight, which is far below that of the RTR European locos 

one gets today, hence I did a doubling of the weight insert by robbing the weight insert out of some spare 

units to stick them on top of the original one. The end result of my test was that this consist now drags a 12 

car train of 85’ passenger stock (I don’t own any SAR stock) up my curved 1% gradient main line at top 

speed or from standing, without hesitation or slipping. 

Last, but not least, to complete the looks of this kit-bash after my success with the interpretation of the red 

marker lights on the SAR Class 34 Diesel install, I decided to also add the same in these E units. The only 

differences here are that the E’s only have one such marker light at both ends half way down under the 

right-hand window . The second is that, since my first install of the red marker lights, the usual resistor val-

ue of 1k in series with these red 0603SMT diodes produces a blinding red beam and only when I used a re-

sistor value of 10k did I find the light emitted to be acceptable to my eye. Unfortunately I have not yet been 

able to photograph or video the real look of that marker light, mainly because for the camera the light 

emitted is still too strong, but I can assure you it looks much more realistic to the naked eye!  

 

      

Red Marker Light on the Prototype………         and on the Model 

 

As they say about a model train layout that supposedly is never finished – I feel the same with this project. 

While doing the above, I did think of some more items to add as I write about above. But now actually writ-

ing the full article of what I’ve done and editing the photos, I have already noted a few items that I abso-

lutely still have to do – 

1. There are no drivers in the cab! 

2. What looks in the photograph below like a cab light is actually spill from the head light – so I need to 

seal that and fit an actual cab light accordingly wired and operated by CV settings. 

3. I’m now told by the experts that the above-described red marker light (maybe someone can enlighten 

me as to the correct term used by SAR personnel?), is only lit at the trailing end when loco(s) are travel-
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ling light. For simplicity I’ve wired them to F0 in reverse and, if afore said is correct, they should be on a 

separate function. 

Not only does she sound good, and run “good” - but now also looks good!  A video of 

her running on my layout can be seen here:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQdx0OkDwpk 

 

 

The Final Product 

John Burkhardt 2018.09.01 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQdx0OkDwpk
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ODDBALL SCHEMES OF THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN AND  

SANTA FE (BNSF) RAILROAD 

By Terrence Marx 

This third and final instalment of the paint schemes of the former ATSF railroad will cover the oddball paint 

schemes applied to the Santa Fe locomotives. As there is an “SF” in the BNSF name, I have added the 

oddballs from the merger company as well. Those who know the BNSF will have noted in Part 2 of this short 

series the notable absences of some famous candidates. Those candidates are featured here.  

I have defined an “Oddball Scheme” as a scheme which is/was applied to 5 locomotives or less. In 

researching this topic, I was surprised to discover that these schemes have been very much in the minority 

on the BNSF and have not been taken to the great lengths as compared to the U P. whose heritage paint 

scheme is partly to keep their patents on the paint schemes active. How true this is, I do not know.  

 

SD45-2 is one of five locomotives (5700 – 5704) which were painted in the “Bi-centennial” paint scheme in 

1976 to celebrate America’s 200th year of independence.  These “Spirit of ‘76” locomotives stayed this way for 

a number of years until they were repainted into the Freight Bonnet scheme. 

 



 

Page 20 of 33 

 

 

 

Santa Fe seldom went outside the railroad for paint schemes. One exception was the Maersk paint scheme 

applied to GP60M ATSF146 and “Dummy” (motorless) SDF40-2 former ATSF5266.  The costs for this 

exercise were carried by Maersk. ATSF146 was used in a promotional video shot for Maersk in August 1996 
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on Cajon Pass, while ATSF5266 was used for similar promotional purposes in 2002.   

 

Ever wondered why ATSF booster units never got the Warbonnet paint scheme? Former SD45 ATSF1847 

was wrecked and rebuilt as a cables booster unit ATSF5502 and wears an experimental version of the blue 

and yellow Warbonnet. This scheme did not meet with much enthusiasm and  it was removed soon after, 

and the unit repainted into the yellow bookend scheme seen in the article on Paint schemes of the Santa Fe 

(July 2018 Newsletter). 

 

BNSF9647 has the dubious honour of being called the “Vomit Bonnet” by railfans and was the only attempt 
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by the BNSF at creating a new identity for the BNSF. Painted in Grinstein Green and Cream, the locomotive 

sported a green version of the Warbonnet and is the only locomotive with the company name spelled out 

on the side. This was an experiment which was not repeated. 

 

 

 

In early spring of 1996, VMV Enterprises in Paducah, Kentucky, painted the first road locomotive, SD60M 

BNSF9297, in the new green and orange paint scheme. The experimental paint scheme featured two 
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different patterns of red separation stripes. There is a single red stripe on the engineer's side and a 

combination of two red and one blue stripe on the fireman's side. BNSF9297 travelled the entire BNSF 

system and the company encouraged employees to vote for the paint/stripe pattern they liked best. The 

overall paint scheme was a hit, and was adopted by BNSF as its Heritage paint scheme. There were several 

modifications since 9297 was first introduced. Most notable was the change from red stripes to yellow, a 

different shade of green, and a different colour used within the nose herald. Also #9297 does not have a 

herald, or logo, on the back of the locomotive. 

 

 

While this locomotive is not an oddball, C44-9W ATSF4723 bears the distinction of being the 

“Microsoft Engine”, the locomotive that came out with the Microsoft Train Simulator game many 

years ago. It is still hauling freight today. 

 



 

Page 24 of 33 

 

 

The sunlight reflecting off ES44DC BNSF7695 makes it look a bit different. This H3 locomotive, 

nicknamed the “Golden Swoosh”, wears yellow lettering, different to its black-lettered trailing H3 

sister who wears the traditional H3 scheme. 
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C44-9W BNSF1050 wears a bit of everything, including a dash of Warbonnet under the air intakes. 

This photo shows the running repairs after it suffered burn damage; the shop apparently didn't have 

any H1 decals or original orange paint and they weren't about to repaint the whole unit, so they used 

an H2 decal and redid the H1 striping. The paint shop foreman was being smart by getting the 

locomotive back out in BNSF paint as quickly as possible. 

 

C44-9W ATSF640 sports a paint scheme which can only be described as horrendous.  This is a fantasy 

scheme applied to a photo by an unknown “artist”.  Photoshop is fantastic. 

The bibliography for this article is the same as for Part 2 of the series, and repeated here below. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY (for parts 2 + 3) 

https://www.RRpicturearchives.net 

http://locomotive.wikia.com/wiki/BNSF_Railway 

http://cs.trains.com/mrr/f/88/t/53743.aspx 

http://www.trainboard.com/highball/index.php?threads/bnsf-514-in-heritage-2.13798/ 

http://cs.trains.com/trn/f/111/t/42800.aspx 

https://www.trainorders.com/discussion/read.php?3,1538162 

http://www.bahnbilder.de/name/galerie/kategorie/suchen/suchbegriff/bnsf/digitalfotografie/144.html 

https://www.bnsf.com/about-bnsf/our-railroad/pdf/History_and_Legacy.pdf 

http://www.4rail.net/reference_northamerica_bnsf_roster1.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BNSF_Railway 

http://www.bnsf.com/about-bnsf/pdf/fact_sheet.pdf 
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https://www.trainorders.com/discussion/read.php?1,4386967 

https://www.trainorders.com/discussion/read.php?1,4395874 

http://cs.trains.com/trn/f/741/t/198169.aspx 

http://railroadsillustrated.com/early-bnsf/https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerald_Grinstein 

https://www.reddit.com/r/trains/comments/6tzdyb/why_no_heritage_units_from_bnsf_or_csx/ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63414905@N02/26463588789 

 

The Great Model Train Expo – Randburg 

 

We have received the following information from the organisers of the TGMTE, in response to an email from 

our chairman asking what was happening…. 

Hi Terrence, Thanks for your email 

 To reply to your questions: 

 Final arrangements are in process.  

We have you (EMRIG) down as two layouts, and the intentions are to place you in the middle 

of the hall like 2 years ago. 

 Like 2016, we will have possession of the hall from the weekend before the actual Expo, and 

will be open for setup and running sessions:  

12h00 Fri 28 Sept to about 18h00 

09h00 Sat 29 Sept to about 18h00 . If there is a big demand for later ending, then 

this can be negotiated 

09h00 Sun 30 Sept to 18h00 – we may arrange a bring-and-braai or a boerie roll braai 

if the demand is there. 

 In 2016, in order to avoid a lot of members of various clubs getting onto the exhibitor list 

and then sometimes not even going to the layout (like in 2014) and to make the organiser’s 

life a lot easier where clubs kept coming for more tickets etc etc since their lists were not 

complete, we suggested exhibitors pay a single day entrance fee for the 2 days as well as the 

weekend before. Ie R30 per member. This is to support the charities that benefit from the 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63414905@N02/26463588789
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takings.  

This was supported by all the clubs, and in some cases paid by the clubs, and in other cases by 

the members. 

A complete list of members is required by latest Friday 5th October, and an invoice will be 

generated. And late additions to the list will be invoiced at the end of the Expo. 

Where a member of one club is also a member of another club he/she will only pay once, so an 

indication of the dual membership will have to be given. 

On Friday 5th Oct there will be access from 09h00 till 18h00 (or later if arranged 

beforehand) for setup. 

There is no setup period on Saturday 6 Oct whatsoever. 

Times are 09h00 to 16h00 each day. 

Breakdown will be from 16h15 onwards (and no earlier). 

 The above times etc., as well as do's and don'ts, will be sent out to all participants shortly. 

 Feel free to post the times etc. etc. where-ever you can. 

 Below is the summary….. 

 The Great Model Train Expo 

Hoërskool Randburg, Malibongwe Drive (near corner with Rabie Street) 

Randburg 

 Saturday 6 October & Sunday 7 October 2018  

09h00 to 16h00 each day 

 Adults R30    children R10     secure parking on the field R10 

 Numerous model train layouts in various scales – (from large to tiny) 

Plenty of new and second-hand model train items on sale from various vendors/shops 

Food vendors on hand for food and cooldrinks 

Coffee stall 
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Craft beer for sale 

ALL PROCEEDS ARE FOR CHARITY (C.A.N.S.A.) AND STEAM PRESERVATION 

(REEFSTEAMERS) 

 Many thanks & Best regards 

 Marinus Jan Kort 

So, taking the above information into account, we now have the following plan of action…  

 We need volunteers to help breakdown the HO layout at NMM on SUNDAY the 16th September, 
and package it ready for transportation. 

 Get everything else like tables, boxes, curtains etc. etc. ready on SUNDAY the 23rd September. 
 Transport the HO and N layouts to Randburg and set up on Saturday 29th September. 

 We will hire a large trailer to be able to transport the layouts on the trolley frames, supplementing 
the use of Kobus Pelser’s truck. 

 Breakdown at Randburg will take place as soon as allowed on the Sunday 7th October, the stuff will 
be loaded and brought back to NMM. 

 Arrangements need to be made with Mall management and security, so that we can get back into 
the mall to offload on the Sunday evening, anticipating that we will be back after regular closing 
time.   

So now we just need to populate the schedule below with the names of those of you who are volunteering 
your services!! 

Manning of HO Layout 

Time-slot Operator Saturday Sunday 

09:00 – 12:00 1   

09:00 – 12:00 2   

12:00 – 14:00 1   

12:00 – 14:00 2   

14:00 – 16:00 1   

14:00 – 16:00 2   

Manning of N Layout 

Time-slot Operator Saturday Sunday 

09:00 – 12:00 1   

09:00 – 12:00 2   

12:00 – 14:00 1   

12:00 – 14:00 2   

14:00 – 16:00 1   

14:00 – 16:00 2   
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Brian Dawson 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

But there is NOTHING to stop anyone from offering to write for us - anytime!!!!!!    

Here’s a different kind of article for this month,  

while we wait for those who have been challenged to complete their articles….. 

TAKE CARE OF YOUR THROTTLE!! 

By Brian Dawson 

I had a rather unfortunate (and rather expensive) experience at the club the other day, and have learned my 

lesson the hard way… 

I bought a UT4 Throttle from John Burkhardt some years ago, in the days when they were “only” R925, and 

had been very happy using that throttle.  It had a very long coiled cable on it, which meant that I could be 

plugged in to the UP5 plugs on the layout, but still had quite a long “reach” away from the plug-point, for 

changing points at Bob’s station, or for doing some shunting along the industrial branch-line and sidings 

behind Victoria Falls Station.  Suited me just fine, because one can’t always easily be pointing at the IR 

receiver when concentrating on the shunting… 

At the club layout, at all of the UP5 plug points, there are cuphooks for hanging the throttles on, and also 

the alternative of a piece of Velcro attached to the module wall, if you have taken the trouble to attach a 

piece of hooked Velcro to the back of your throttle (which I had done!).  So it’s very convenient and easy to 

hang one’s throttle up on the hook (or Velcro) when it’s not in use in your hand… 

I had just started placing one of my trains on the tracks in the fiddle yard off Bob’s Quarndon station, loco 

on track and started up, when I received a Whatsapp message on the EMRIG Committee chat group.  We 

needed clarification regarding some structures that were somewhere on the N-gauge layout, that someone 

had been asking about, and I happened to be at the club… 

My throttle was plugged into the UP5 plug closest to the big metal box on wheels (to the right of Quarndon 

Station as you look at the control panel), which also now doubles as a very handy small workbench, since 

Jimmy installed a LED light on the backboard of the module above it.   Did I hang my throttle up on the 

convenient cuphook or Velcro strip while I went off to have a look for the structures that the committee was 

interested in?  Unfortunately not!!  I stupidly just laid it down on the edge of the “workbench”, as there was 

no-one else in the vicinity, and I mistakenly thought it would be quite safe lying there until I came back to it. 

I went off to the N-gauge layout, found the structures that were under discussion, and proceeded to take 

some photos of them with my phone, for the committee to view in the chat group. 

When I returned to the HO layout, my Class 34 diesel was still happily idling away on the track where I had 

placed it and “turned it on”, and I set to work placing my wagons on the track behind the loco, coupled 

everything up, and was ready to start running my train.  I reached for my throttle…. 
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… and found it hanging up on the cuphook!  Strange!  And when I tried to turn the knob (which I had had 

replaced by JohnB at additional expense a few months back because it had no low-level control, I found that 

the knob was bent at about 30 degrees to the plane of the throttle face… and turning it had absolutely no 

effect on my Class 34 diesel at all, all control having been lost.  Fortunately Jimmy came to my rescue, and 

with his DT400 throttle was able to “steal” my loco from my non-responsive throttle, and then despatch it 

for me.  Luckily I was later able to run my train, but then by using my Engine Driver app on my phone. 

Something happened to my throttle while I was away taking the pics at the N-gauge layout… It must have 

slipped off the workbench and onto the floor, and hit the floor with a very serious thump to have bent the 

knob so badly that it actually pulled out of the PC board inside…  It looked almost as if someone had stood 

on it!! 

Unfortunately the throttle was declared irreparable by JohnB when he had a look at it for me, and I ended 

up needing to buy a replacement throttle, at nearly 1,5 times what I originally paid for mine (due to passage 

of time, escalation, depreciation of the Rand, etc.).   

So the lesson to be learnt is………… if you have and use a throttle, look after it!!!  Don’t leave it lying 

around… it might slip off the surface where you laid it down, or get knocked off, and fall on the floor, or 

even get stood on!  Hang it on the hook provided!   

As much as your locos are particularly valuable items, so too are your throttles!! Take good care of them… 

Learn from my costly lesson!    

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2018 Duty Roster till the end of  October / early November. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 
 
Sat 1-09 Colin TT 1 Wed 5-09 

???? Kallie now work-
ing 

2 
 
Sat 8-09 Jimmy M 2 Wed 12-09 

Colin A 

3 Sat 15-09 Terrence M 3 Wed 19-09 Dave W 

4 Sat 22-09 Glynn C 4 Wed 26-09 Jan K  

5 Sat 29-09 Jan K 1 Wed 3-10 Bennie vdM 



 

Page 32 of 33 

 

1 Sat 6-10 Colin A 2 Wed 10-10     Colin A 

2 Sat 13-10 William vdB 3 Wed 17-10 Dave W 

3 Sat 20-10 Johan dV 4 Wed 24-10 Brian D 

4 Sat 27-10 Glynn C 5 Wed 31-10 Bennie vdM 

1 Sat 3-11 Theuns W  1 Wed 7-11 Dave W 

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets, to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 1st September, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Sunday 2nd September, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 Sunday 16th September, dismantle HO Exhibition Layout at Northmead for TGMTE 

 Saturday 22nd to Mon 24th September, CSME Model Engineering Fair, Centurion 

 Monday 24th September, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Monday 24th September, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 Saturday 29th September, PMTC Swap Meet in Pretoria 

 Saturday 29th September, set up Exhibition Layouts at TGMTE in Randburg 

 Sunday 30th September, Toy Fair in Blairgowrie 

 Saturday 6th October, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 6th and 7th October, The Great Model Train Expo taking place at Randburg! 

 Sunday 7th October, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 Sunday 21st October, EMRIG Committee Meeting at Northmead 

 Saturday 27th October, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Sunday 28th October, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 
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Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – Margaret Wynne       mrwynne@icon.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (Brian Dawson taking over, under guidance of Colin TT)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – Margaret Wynne and Kobus Pelser  taken over from Colin TT 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2018 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT IF 
NOT YET PAID - PAYMENT SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE BY LATEST END OF APRIL 
2018!! IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID, YOU ARE IN DEFAULT!! 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2018 WERE NOT INCREASED – THEY ARE THE SAME 
AS LAST YEAR – R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com

