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Chairman’s Report – August 2018 

By Terrence Marx 

Greetings from the end of July 2018.   

The end of July has come and it was with shock that I realised on the 25th that Christmas is closer to us than 
January is.  We had an excellent swap meet on 28th July with 64 trading and 8 demonstration tables. Carel 
Janse van Rensburg brought his G-scale German/SAR trains and Dave Wynne had his live steam engines and 
steam roller that he ran across the floor, being chased by the young kids who were trying to steer it.  

I want to thank all the regulars who pitched in to assist with putting up of the tables and getting the venue 
ready for the event. A large contingent of dealers had arrived by 07:30 and at that stage we were ready for 
them.    

Special thanks also to the Swap Meet Team of Tannie Margaret, Kobus and Niel for all the effort that went 
into planning the event. There is always frenetic activity that occurs with several last-minute additions and 
subtractions to the vendor list which causes its own logistical nightmares. In the end, they pulled it off with 
the only glitch being one dead plug, something which Dave had checked a few days earlier and found to be 
working (these guys think of everything!!).  Your attention to detail, guys, made the event a great success 
and there were really no complaints from anybody. I found myself meandering between the two rest 
stations that had been set up for the visitors to use, and enjoyed the refreshments that were set out. 

Tannie Margaret and Mia manned (womanned???) the EMRIG table, and the guys who had items for sale 
were pretty pleased with their efforts.  Thank you, ladies, for your assistance in that regard. Members who 
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sell goods on the club table must please be aware that while we act as a "seller" for you, the club does not 
carry any liability for any loss, damage or any other eventuality which may occur through the course of the 
day with regards to the items being sold. Ian and ColinA hung around the table and were able to assist with 
the haggling on the sale of their items. I think that is the way it should be done, but the procedure will still 
be examined for glitches. EMRIG also came out a few Rands richer after the swap meet, and that is always a 
good thing. 

On the subject of losses and damages, most of you may have heard that the Ackermanns in the mall was 
robbed again on the 25th July by 6 armed men. This is the second time in two months that this has 
happened (this subject was touched on in my May editorial). At this stage I do not have any information on 
the precise events, but I urge members to take care when they are in the clubhouse and to safeguard their 
valuables out of sight.  

PLEASE REMEMBER: EMRIG does not carry insurance, so anything that is damaged, lost or stolen in the 
course of EMRIG-sponsored events or activities is for the member's own loss and will not be replaced by the 
club. The question of insurance was discussed by the committee last year and was found to be too 
expensive; besides which we also had a problem in being unable to specify the items to be insured. If your 
trains etc. are too valuable to be exposed to this potential risky environment, then leave them at home and 
invite the members to see them there. The alternative would be to ensure that they are adequately insured 
under your own personal / household All Risks section in your policy. 

Our next major event is the Randburg show in October and between now and then, there will be work done 
on the exhibition layouts.  Major work planned for the HO layout is the fixing of a piece of track, the 
scenicking of the polystyrene corner and a general touch-up of the layout. The layout will thus be out of 
service at random times, so please be aware of that. Glynn and the N-scalers will be tackling the N-scale 
layout as well, so please make yourself available if your button is pressed.  Johan de Villiers has offered to 
do some work on the HO layout for us, and we have been given a donation of scenic materials by Nature 
Models, thanks to the prodding by Tannie Margaret. Thank you for your services, guys, they are much 
appreciated.  

That is pretty much my lot for this month.  

 Take care and stay safe, and keep those wheels rolling… 

Terrence 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Late Afternoon / Evening Running At NMM 

So no-one has come back to any of the Committee members in response to the proposed idea of a late af-

ternoon / evening running session at NMM.  It would appear that there is no interest in the idea, and thus 

regrettably the idea is now canned.   
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Reefsteamers Depot Open Day 

Reefsteamers is a local (Gauteng-based) organisation of Volunteers who are committed to the preservation 

of steam railways, and run twice-monthly steam train trips to destinations such as Magaliesberg and Irene.  

They have a Depot in Driehoek (Germiston area) where they store and maintain the trains that they run, as 

well as doing contracted repair and maintenance work (such as when a Friends of the Rail loco ran out of 

tracks on the way to Cullinan [the tracks had been stolen!], and the undercarriage was damaged.  Repairs 

to that loco were carried out at Driehoek by Reefsteamers.)   

Reefsteamers have an “Open Day” next weekend – on Saturday 18th August, with a minimal charge for en-

try, where you can wander around their workshops and see the trains and equipment they have there.  I 

attended a couple of years back, and it was a truly fascinating day for me.  Can you imagine how big a lathe 

one needs to handle the driving wheels of steam locos when they go out of shape? – well, they have one of 

the few such lathes that are still around and functional!  They also had a Class 15 in steam and in use on the 

day, using it to move some rolling stock and a non-mobile loco around…  I meant to write an article about 

my day there but didn’t get around to it.  If you’re looking for something to do on Saturday, go visit Reef-

steamers in Germiston.  Details are available on their website www.reefsteamers.co.za. 

Swap Meets  

The August Swap Meet will be hosted by Crossroads Hobbies on Saturday 25th out on the West Rand (the 

competing Swap Meet proposed by the Kroon club in Pretoria on the same day was sensibly cancelled).  

The PMTC-hosted September Swap Meet is on the 29th in Pretoria.  And bear in mind that there will be the 

equivalent of a Swap Meet happening at the TGMTE event in Randburg on 6th and 7th October.   

And then we are the hosts for the next Swap Meet at Northmead on 27th October.  Having an EMRIG table 

at the Swap Meet proved quite a successful idea for at least a couple of our members last month, where 

Margaret and her team were able to help them dispose of items they wished to sell.  

Club Communications Media (our regular reminder) 

These are our newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library.      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, send Niel a message 

at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something important that you need to be notified about.   

http://www.reefsteamers.co.za/
http://www.emrig.co.za/
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My Operations Adventures – Vol. 10 (Part 1) 

Hosting and Preparing for an Operating Session 

By Glynn Chamberlain, with some pictures by Brian Dawson 

Editor’s Note: Glynn said that he was running out of aspects to write about, relating to his layout and the 

Operations Sessions held there every second month…. But I’ve kept twisting his arm, and so here’s another 

article from him for this month, and with the prospect of another one still in the offing!   

Hi again everyone. 

I seriously apologise for my lack of an article last month and the delay of this newsletter. I am now hitting a 

writer’s block with the operations articles series I have been doing. I cannot think of much else to write 

about. Yes, I could arguably talk about other forms of operations that I do not model etcetera, however, that 

means research and imagination for an article and I find that difficult. I prefer to write about touchy feely 

“experiences”, and thus the drying up of my articles… 

My first introduction to Operations was back in the mid to early 90’s with John Burkhardt (I think 1994’ish). I 

cannot remember exactly how it happened, but I was getting back into model railroading and what put me 

off was block power. For instance, there would be electrical blocks all over the layout and they would be 

controlled by a number of different power packs for each individual train. Reading the Model Railroader, 

DCC had already been put down on paper and manufacturers were starting to build DCC command stations.  

I purchased one of Digitrax’s first 

Products, which was the “Challenger”.  

Here is a photo of it on the right, and 

that was the whole system!  

Believe it or not, it was simply a DB100 

booster and the command station was 

“in” the throttle, the same size as the 

DT100, 200 and 300 type Digitrax 

throttles.  

The throttle could control four 

individual trains and you could also 

program the Start, Middle and Top 

speeds of the loco decoder directly 

from this throttle. It was quite amazing! 

Anyway, I digress. Again, I forget why, 

but it was probably through a support 

email to Digitrax, but I also seem to 
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remember an advertisement in a magazine that got me in touch with John Burkhardt who was now the 

agent for the Digitrax product. 

I thus visited John’s home and got to see his layout which was then fully built and operational, but no 

scenery at all. John invited me to one of his operating sessions and the bug bit and the remainder is history. 

It was the above that led me to build my layout with operations in mind, which I did over 10+ years after 

moving back to Johannesburg from Cape Town. 

So, I got to the point where I could now invite people to operate, but there were many questions. Who? 

When? How many? And. And. And… 

The Who: - 

Well the obvious WHO was to invite fellow operators I knew from John’s operating session! But to be 

brutally honest, I had to be selective to begin with. I was looking for folk that would be understanding of all 

the issues I would have in my first sessions and who would stay the journey through all the teething issues. 

For instance track issues, loco issues, wagon issues were just a few that could go wrong, and this can quite 

easily put operators against ever coming back. Also, I had a limited number of trains that required about 4 

to 5 operators only, unlike John who needed about 10 to 12 operators! 

Ironically, the first sessions ran incredibly well, to the point where I opened up the sessions to all of John’s 

operators. Big mistake! I had only planned operations for five’ish people. When 9 or 10 arrived, I ran out of 

trains. Fortunately, 

the way my staging 

runs, I was able to 

send out the same 

trains again, but it 

was not really 

prototypical, 

etcetera. So, over 

the next 6 or so 

months, I went 

through many 

revisions of my 

operating schedule 

and had to add 

trains to the 

schedule.  

Pic above – the guys wandering in at the start of the session (note the “crew lounge” area with comfy chairs, and 

the prototype map on the wall above Sweetgrass) 

This required the trains! So, since operations started, I have been increasing my fleet to a point where I 

nearly have everything. I still need some intermodal wagons and coal porter wagons, but, it is nearly done. 
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Have you ever heard a model railroader saying he nearly has everything he needs! 

So, I am at a point where I can comfortably host 10 to 11 people at an operating session. However, the 

operating sessions have become so popular that often I worry about having well in excess of this amount. 

Fortunately, there are about 16 to 18 operators, however, they cannot all attend at the same time and the 

numbers always hover around 10 people. The layout is beyond expanding, so, the next option is to do like 

the Americans – double up on the train. For instance, someone operating the locomotive, and a conductor 

who tells the locomotive driver what to do while he sorts out the car cards and what movements to do. 

Ironically, this doubling up has only happened once and involved Niel Wilson and Kobus Pelser. Kobus 

operated the locomotive and Niel managed the wagon removal and placement at that town. If I again 

remember correctly, 

Niel made the 

comment that it 

was a really good 

experience and 

both of them 

thoroughly enjoyed 

it. Niel mentioned 

that to run a train 

and sort cards and 

pick up and drop 

off wagons was 

quite an exercise. 

Now he was able to 

instruct Kobus  

Pic above – Niel and Ralph manning Whitefish Yard, JohnH (right) about to start “Switching” in Columbia Falls 

what to do locomotive-wise and, while Kobus was traversing the town, Niel could look at the car cards and 

wagons and plan the next moves. 

The When:- 

Again the lead came from John’s sessions. 

John’s sessions, up to about a year ago, were always on a Friday evening. Unfortunately, Friday evenings I 

am wrecked from work and would far rather be at home in the lazy-boy watching TV and relaxing after a 

long week of work. But!!! I loved operations and would happily go to John’s sessions. 

John’s sessions were always the 1st Friday night of the month. So in order not to overload operations on or 

near the same date, I decided to have my operating sessions between John’s. This meant the 2nd or 3rd 

weekend of the month. However, could I change the day? Saturdays were out for me as something was 

always happening, and I just did not have the desire to run in the evening. However, what about Sundays? 

What about starting early, ending mid-day and once everyone had left, I still had a chance for my good old 

Sunday afternoon nap. 
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After much 

thinking, the idea 

was for all 

operators to start 

arriving from 09h00, 

a briefing at 09h15 

on how the layout 

operated or new 

items of interest or 

changes, and then 

kicking off the 

session at 09h30? 

The session was the 

2.5 hours like 

John’s, which 

would mean ending 

at 12h00.  

 

Pic above – JohnB getting ready to depart from Browning, Kobus and Gustav checking out something at Radnor 

One hour or more for the good old chin wag would put it at 13h00 or there abouts, and then my customary 

afternoon sleep. It sounded perfect. 

It actually is perfect, and I really enjoyed myself and the operators do as well. 

The Entertainment:- 

Well, I now had the who, the when and the trains. But, as per John’s sessions, there were always some eats 

and drinks provided. 

So, before everyone arrives, I set up a coffee and tea station in my courtyard. There is coffee, Rooibos, 5 

Roses tea, sugar, sweeteners and milk. Ten to fifteen tea cups and the same for glasses. As the operators 

arrive, they help themselves to a drink, and the discussions and fun begins. I have in the past on a number 

of occasions put out rusks (as one would normally have with coffee early in the morning), however, they 

always remained untouched. So, after about 5 months or so, I stopped doing that. I am at the point where I 

now put out two bowls of peanuts, being the plain Simba peanuts as well as the Simba peanuts with raisins. 

These I have noticed get devoured over the course of the 3 hours the guys are there, and are thus now the 

standard snacks during the day. Many times during the session, the operators have time to kill before their 

next train. During this down-time, they will go outside and top up with some coffee, cigarettes, snacks or 

the like, while waiting for their next train. 

I forgot to mention, I also put out a Coke light and Orange juice or Mango juice. But this is where some of 

the guys will bring their own drinks, purely because they like standard Coke or Lemonade or something 

different to what I provide. Also, some will bring additional drinks or snacks just out of curtesy. Kobus and 
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Gustav (Kobus’s son) now religiously bring two Melkterts for after the main course. 

The main course, I hear you ask? 

Again, when I started, I arguably overfed the operators and was eventually reprimanded LOL. During the 

session there would be the bite-size cheese and sausage rolls – enough to feed an army. I seem to 

remember something else, but cannot remember what. I really wanted the guys to be content and enjoy 

the outing. These would come out at about ten’ish and the guys could snack away while operating. However, 

when it came to main course which everyone also enjoyed, they would overindulge and complain at the 

next session that they had way too much and had an uncomfortable afternoon / evening. So eventually, the 

snacks in the way of the bite-size pies and the like were stopped! 

So, what was the main course that everyone enjoys. Honestly what is better than a boerewors roll on a 

Sunday for lunch??? Nothing! It has become tradition now, that I (or should I say my wife) serve boerewors 

rolls at 12h00 when the session ends. When I started, everyone was a bit hesitant, probably because it was 

unexpected and they were returning home to a meal cooked by their wife. However, I think the guys leave 

home telling their better half not to worry about lunch for them (which I am sure their wives are also happy 

with) and the boerewors roll has become a standard tradition…. also including the Sheshebo relish (the 

Chilli one). 

As an aside, at about 11h15, 

Lindsay starts cooking the 

wors, and by about 11h30, the 

smell starts wafting into the 

train room. Yes, I can assure 

you, the complaints start and 

if the remaining session could 

be sped up, they would do so. 

Thank heavens my 

locomotives are trimmed for 

maximum speed, otherwise 

the guys would run them like 

Scalectrix slot cars just to 

finish and get outside for 

some chow. 

Pic above – boerie rolls are eaten, Niel serving up the melktert while Gustav checks the size of the slices 

The Chatter:- 

Apart from running the trains, this is also one of the most enjoyed activities. From 12h00 onwards, the guys 

sit around the table and discuss everything from Trains to local politics! Sometimes this can go on for an 

hour or two or more. I can assure you, it is thoroughly enjoyed by myself. 

This leads me to one last discussion. In the past, if I have seen someone standing around with nothing to do, 

I start fretting and looking for a train for them to run. Even if I have to re-run a previous train. I feel they are 
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getting bored and I will eventually lose an operator because of this. However, over the many sessions and 

with discussions with my brother, I have come to discover that some of the guys like to run a train or two 

and then sit and shoot the breeze with fellow operators. Kevin mentioned that he is quite happy to run a 

train, then sit down in the crew lounge or somewhere outside, relax and talk to other guys also wanting to 

shoot the breeze. The problem here though (with tongue in cheek) is that some trains need to run at certain 

times. It is at these times that I go to the courtyard and order someone to run a train. And, I will get a 

number of people jump at the opportunity. But it is pleasing to know, that even when not running a train, 

the guys are enjoying the day out! 

Lastly, it is all great fun, and to show how cheeky some of the operators are, at my last session, Kevin and 

Niel were in the courtyard having coffee when I was summoned to their presence by them. They had a 

complaint!!! You see, they had their next cards and timetable with their required departure times. However, 

I have two clocks in the train room, but out of sight from the Courtyard. The complaint was that I must now 

add an additional fast clock outside in the courtyard! It was inconvenient and too much like exercise for 

them to get up and go into the train room to look what time it is on the fast clock. I mean… The cheek of it 

 

Till next time  

P.S. Now to strain my brain for the next article! Any suggestions? 

 

Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

Editor’s Note: John has had another very busy month, attending to some of his other extra-mural interests.  

He decided what he wanted to write about, but then just did not have the time available to do the writing 

this month… So unfortunately he is “Silent” again this month! I ‘m hoping we will be hearing from him again 

in next month’s edition! 

 

Speed-Freight Train 

By Brian Clark (a retired Railwayman’s recollections!!) 

It was during the period when Speed-Freight trains were scheduled across the country of South Africa as 

high priority trains for the delivery of surface parcels and mail. Between Queenstown and East London in 

the Eastern Cape Region, the Van Schoor method for single-line train operations was the normal way to 

authorize trains to proceed. The driver of a train would receive a disc (also referred to as a tablet or token), 

in a pouch, which was attached to a hoop, and this was caught on his arm as it was passed to him by the 
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operating officer on duty, when the train travelled through the station. A disc would have the names of the 

stations at each end of the section for which the tablet of authority was designated. When a train driver had 

in his possession a tablet to enter a section between two stations, he was assured that no other train could 

be given an authority for the same section until the previous tablet issued, had been returned to one of the 

Van Schoor machines at either end of that section of line. This was true when ‘Absolute’ working was the 

norm. 

Sometimes, it was necessary to introduce ‘Permissive’ working. This meant that a train could be authorised, 

with a token, to proceed into the section ahead and it may be one of a series of trains travelling in the same 

direction. When this operating method was used, the ’hoop’ was of a different configuration – triangular 

and not round. A written note would be attached to tell the driver specifically which train had preceded him 

and at what time. It was according to the train rules and regulations, that there was a set interval between 

despatching trains of similar designation. A goods train, as in this case, would only be authorised into the 

section fifteen minutes after the preceding goods train had departed from the station concerned. 

It was after midnight, and a chilly wind was gusting over the grasslands of the Eastern Cape. Goods train No. 

1533 was at Amabele Station with a goods load destined for Cambridge Depot in East London. It was 

waiting on the loop line for authority to depart. The train driver sent his assistant to ask the operating 

officer what the delay was all about. He learned that the Speed-Freight train was approaching and would be 

sent ahead of his train. The stations beyond Amabele were Kei Road, 6.26 km. away, and 11.94 km. further 

was Peelton, then Blaney, another 10.69 km. beyond that. At Blaney, the single-line working ended as there 

was a double main line with colour light signalling for the rest of the journey. On this particular night, Kei 

Road station was closed and was unattended. The train control officer had booked off sick. This meant that 

a special written authority had to be given to the drivers of trains leaving Amabele, to travel the extended 

section to Peelton.  

The driver and the driver’s assistant of train 1533 waited a few more minutes. Suddenly the Speed-Freight 

train was dashing through Amabele Station on the main line! It was a relatively short load and with nothing 

more than a ten-and-a-half-ton average-axle-mass-load. Most trains on the main line had an average-axle-

mass-load of up to eighteen-and-a-half tons.  A train driver will find that the difference in train handling 

between a lightly loaded train with a few wagons and a full goods train with forty wagons is vastly different. 

Of course the shorter and lighter the train load, the easier it is to control the train. The maximum line speed 

for a speed-freight train could very easily be attained and maintained. The braking ability of a train like this 

would be exceptionally good! The Speed-Freight train actually had, in many instances, a shorter running 

time between stations than the Fast Passenger trains on the same main line. 

The elapsed time was as per the train rules and regulations when the driver of train No. 1533 was duly 

given his authority to depart from Amabele. It was written out for him that the preceding train was the 

Speed-Freight and it had departed fifteen minutes ago. 

The wind was really gusting and rain was now pelting down. The driver of train 1533 was pleased that he 

could now depart.  “Thank goodness!” said the driver to his assistant.  “That Speed-Freight train must now 

be far ahead of us. Let’s go!”  Train 1533 rolled out of Amabele Station onto the main line on the approach 

to Kei Road. 

But, on the footplate of the Speed-Freight train, as it roared through Amabele Station:  “Oh, dammit!  I 
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forgot to throw out the hoop and the token to the train control officer!” said the train driver’s assistant. 

 

It was necessary that the token for the section that they had traversed from Gasela to Amabele be handed 

in at Amabele.  “Okay!” shouted the driver of the Speed-Freight train. “I’ll stop the train and you can walk 

back and hand the token in at the station.” 

 

The driver did not think anything would be amiss if he did this. After all, the guard on his train would, 

according to regulations, place warning detonators on the line to alert any following train that there was an 

obstruction on the line. 

 

What the driver did not know, was that the guard was fast asleep in the guard’s van. He had not been aware 

that his train had stopped. He should have been awake. He should have climbed out of his cosy 

accommodation which was warmed with his little coal stove, and placed several detonators at the specified 

distances in accordance with the train rules and regulations. 

 

It was raining hard! The assistant of the Speed-Freight train took the authority token for the Gasela – 

Amabele section and climbed off his train to walk back to Amabele.  What a nuisance! The water was 

running swiftly between the track and the wall of the cutting in which his train was standing. He could not 

walk there so he scrambled in the wet mud to climb the bank to the top of the cutting where he was now 

above his stationary train. His train had stopped in the cutting, and was only about several hundred metres, 

away from Amabele Station. As he walked across the soaking wet grass and in the biting wind, he wrapped 

his anorak around himself. He could now see the lights of the Amabele Station. 

 

Then he noticed something and his heart grew cold.   “Oh, NO!” 

 

The assistant saw that there was another train departing from the station and coming in his direction! There 

was nothing he could do! The approaching train was accelerating as it departed from the station and he was 

not in any suitable position to give any kind of a warning to the moving train. He felt utterly helpless! He 

could not see the guard of his own train in the darkness. The three lamps of the guard’s van were burning. 

He watched, frozen to the spot, waiting for the inevitable.  The approaching train entered the cutting and 

on rounding the bend, the driver of 1533 saw the red lamps of the guard’s van. Too late!  Carnage! 

 

The guard’s van became matchwood, and containers and freight wagons were pushed and crushed into a 

large heap of tangled metal between the banks of the cutting. 

 

It took several days to clear the mess and resume normal rail operations once more. The guard of the 

Speed-Freight train lost his life. The driver and the assistant of train 1533 were injured but survived the 

impact. 

 

One can never be too careful. Regulations are there to be followed. Do not presume everyone else has the 

same dedication or ability to comply when you need them to. 
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PAINT SCHEMES OF THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN AND  

SANTA FE (BNSF) RAILROAD 

By Terrence Marx 

This primer doesn’t cover all the paint schemes in detail, but is merely meant to provide first-glance 

information on the locomotive and an idea of where that particular engine fits into the history of the 

railroad and in a way to “time-stamp” it. 

 

SD40-2 BNSF1760 is both re-numbered and re-stencilled and was one of hundreds given this treatment 

as the ATSF and BN attempted to merge their rosters into the new company. This form of numbering is 

often referred to as “patched” locomotives. 
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SD40-2 BN1916 (above) wears the BN “Cascade Green” equivalent of the “patch”. A number of the 

patched BN locomotives also sported the American flag next to the number.  

 

C44-9W BNSF753 wears the first version of the new BNSF paint scheme. In 1996, ATSF had 100 C44-9Ws 

in the 700 series on order when the merger became official and the lettering was added to these 

locomotives while they were waiting for delivery from General Electric.  

 

SD70MAC BN9819 wears Burlington Northern’s Executive Paint Scheme. It consisted of a cream stripe over 

Grinstein Green (a mix of Brunswick Green/British Racing Green and Cream named after Gerald Grinstein, 

president of Burlington Northern) separated by a Alizarin Red. They were the only BN Freight Locomotives 
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to receive the scheme, and it was first used in October 1990. The bow wave on the nose has been a feature 

of subsequent paint Heritage schemes. 

 

A trio of Geeps in the green H1 scheme (which has often been confused with black and has caused much 

consternation amongst the modelling fraternity who sometimes see it as black in photographs). C44-9W 

BNSF961 was the first locomotive painted into this new H1 scheme. 
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H2 was a drastic departure from H1 as is evidenced by this shot of C44-9W BNSF4723. There is a return to 

Santa Fe’s “Cigar Band” in the nose shield and the separation stripe which runs down the body. 

 

 

H3 is characterised by the return to the green and, most noticeably, the use of the Nike type “swoosh” 

under the BNSF logos on the nose and sides. The locomotive also has the Santa Fe yellow pinstripe 

separation lines down the long sides.   



 

Page 16 of 28 

 

 

SD75M BNSF267 wears the H4 scheme which was introduced purely for yard locomotives, but since 

October 2017, a number of mainline locomotives have begun appearing in this scheme. BNSF is returning 

45 of the SD75's to service with repainting being done at Mid-America Car-Locomotive in Kansas City, 

Missouri, and overhauling performed at Progress Rail Services in Mayfield, KY.  
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BNSF PAINT SCHEME QUICK GUIDE 

SCHEME ROOF 

COLOUR 

SIDE 

COLOUR 

LETTERING 

COLOUR 

LETTERING 

STYLE 

SILL 

TRIM, 

COLOUR 

& STYLE 

BODY 

SEPARATION 

STRIPE 

NOSE SHIELD   TRUCK 

COLOUR 

H1 

Introduced 

1996 

Green Great 

Northern's 

Omaha 

Orange 

Green Straight up, 

Green 

lettering, 

no trim 

Yellow, 

solid 

stripe 

Solid yellow Round SF shield 

Yellow lettering on 

green background, 

orange “triangles” 

Black 

H2 

Introduced 

1999 

Black Great 

Northern's 

Omaha 

Orange 

Yellow 

lettering, 

black 

outline 

Straight up, 

yellow 

lettering 

Black Yellow cigar 

band 

Oval SF Cigar shield, 

Black lettering on 

yellow background, 

orange “triangles” 

Silver 

H3 

Introduced 

2005 

Black Great 

Northern's 

Omaha 

Orange 

Black 

lettering 

yellow 

outline 

Italic with 

“swoosh” 

Black Yellow cigar 

band 

None (BNSF swoosh 

– black with yellow 

trim) 

Silver 

H4 Black Great 

Northern's 

Omaha 

Orange 

Black 

lettering 

yellow 

outline 

Italic with 

“swoosh” 

Solid 

yellow 

Solid yellow None (BNSF swoosh 

– black with yellow 

trim) 

Black 

Executive Grinstein 

Green 

Cream Grinstein 

Green 

Straight up Green Alizarin Red “BN” in green on the 

nose 

Black 

BIBLIOGRAPHY (for parts 2 + 3 [3 is still to come!!]) 

https://www.RRpicturearchives.net 

http://locomotive.wikia.com/wiki/BNSF_Railway 

http://cs.trains.com/mrr/f/88/t/53743.aspx 

http://www.trainboard.com/highball/index.php?threads/bnsf-514-in-heritage-2.13798/ 

http://cs.trains.com/trn/f/111/t/42800.aspx 

https://www.trainorders.com/discussion/read.php?3,1538162 

http://www.bahnbilder.de/name/galerie/kategorie/suchen/suchbegriff/bnsf/digitalfotografie/144.html 

https://www.bnsf.com/about-bnsf/our-railroad/pdf/History_and_Legacy.pdf 

http://www.4rail.net/reference_northamerica_bnsf_roster1.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BNSF_Railway 

http://www.bnsf.com/about-bnsf/pdf/fact_sheet.pdf 

https://www.trainorders.com/discussion/read.php?1,4386967 



 

Page 18 of 28 

 

https://www.trainorders.com/discussion/read.php?1,4395874 

http://cs.trains.com/trn/f/741/t/198169.aspx 

http://railroadsillustrated.com/early-bnsf/https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerald_Grinstein 

https://www.reddit.com/r/trains/comments/6tzdyb/why_no_heritage_units_from_bnsf_or_csx/ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63414905@N02/26463588789 

 

Recent Swap Meet In Pictures – 28th July 2018 

By Brian Dawson 

 

 

Tables loaded on the trolley, to be set out in the concourse (okay, I cheated – this one was actually taken in March, 

hence the shorts and sandals! – but it helps to tell the story) 
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Tables set out, covering with table cloths… 

 

Vendor wares arriving… 
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… and being set out… 
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Vendor wares properly covered over, awaiting the magic start-time!! 

 

Still 20 minutes to go, but hopeful buyers are standing around waiting at their favourite vendor!  
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A new innovation – the Bell-ringer flashing past in a blur, signalling the start of trading! 

 

… and the frenzy of activity once Mervyn’s cover cloths were lifted!  
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Another new innovation – Rest Areas for weary traders / club members / members of the public! 

 

And something else that got a lot of public interest – Dave W’s Live Steam display, allowing “hands on”… 
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…. As did Carel’s “little” G Scale trains also on display for the first time at Northmead Mall… but these were not 

hands on, unfortunately!! 

 

 

…. And then a bunch of new visitors having a look at our club layout!! 
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By …. ! 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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 2018 July  Margaret Wynne entertained us with her story on trollies! 

 2018 August  …. Nothing once again…  

But there is NOTHING to stop anyone from offering to write for us - anytime!!!!!!    

Here’s another volunteered article this month,  

while we wait for those who have been challenged to complete their articles….. 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2018 Duty Roster till the end of  September / early October. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

 
 
  1 Wed 1-08 

Jan K 

1 
 
Sat 4-08 Colin A 2 Wed 8-08 

Colin A 

2 Sat 11-08 William vdB 3 Wed 15-08 Dave W 

3 Sat 18-08 Johan dV 4 Wed 22-08 Brian D  

4 Sat 25-08 Glynn C 5 Wed 29-08 Bennie vdM 

1 Sat 1-09 Colin TT 1 Wed 5-09     ????? 

2 Sat 8-09 Jimmy M 2 Wed 12-09 Colin A 

3 Sat 15-09 Terrence M 3 Wed 19-09 Dave W 

4 Sat 22-09 Glynn C 4 Wed 26-09 Jan K 

5 Sat 29-09 Jan K  1 Wed 3-10 Bennie vdM 

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets, to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. 
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Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 4th August, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Saturday 18th August, Reefsteamers : Germiston Depot Open Day 

 Saturday 25th August, CrossRoads Hobbies Swap Meet, Krugersdorp 

 Saturday 25th August, Kroon Swap Meet, Pretoria 

 Saturday 25th August, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Sunday 26th August, Friends Of The Rail circular route around Pretoria 

 Saturday 1st September, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Sunday 2nd September, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 6th and 7th October, The Great Model Train Expo taking place at Randburg! 

   

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – Margaret Wynne       mrwynne@icon.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (Brian Dawson taking over, under guidance of Colin TT)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – Margaret Wynne and Kobus Pelser  taken over from Colin TT 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2018 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT IF 
NOT YET PAID - PAYMENT SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE BY LATEST END OF APRIL 
2018!! IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID, YOU ARE IN DEFAULT!! 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2018 WERE NOT INCREASED – THEY ARE THE SAME 
AS LAST YEAR – R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 


