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Chairman’s Report – July 2018 

By Terrence Marx 

It is with great sadness that I write this month’s Chairman’s report. No doubt, most of you have heard of the 
passing away of Bob Woodhead, one of our longest-standing members, towards the end of June. Many of 
our older members have come a long way with Bob and the loss is thus even greater. My own journey with 
Bob started way back in December 1996, when EMRIG was running trains at The Lapa in Langlaagte, where I 
was privileged to visit. Bob had that typical English wit about him, and in all the years that I had the 
opportunity to talk to him or be in his presence, I had never seen him raise his voice. He could be very 
pensive when he sucked on his pipe and was considering something to say, and it was always something 
worth listening to. My own memories of Bob will be of him at the club running his black loco and 40 plank 
wagons which he had diligently collected over the last few years, some coming over from England when he 
was there a few years ago. Bob used to run his train at full speed while remaining seated at his station, 
much to the consternation of the rest of us, seeing those wagons jiggling over the points, expecting them to 
derail, but mostly they didn’t. Secretly, I enjoyed watching that train, and it is one of the reasons why I have 
started collecting the tiny Lima wagons. Forty, to me, is also a good number to have (I have 16 already). We 
all have our own good memories of Bob, and I encourage you to share them. On behalf of the committee 
and the club members, I wish to extend my sincere condolences to Bob’s family and friends for their 
untimely loss. Quarndon has lost an irreplaceable stationmaster. 

In other news, July has finally arrived and this means that our next swap meet is just around the corner. It 
has been a while since we had our last swap and we are already on 50 tables with more likely to be added, 
so start saving your money - there’s going to be a lot to spend it on. Two more shops in the mall have also 
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closed their doors, namely Amina’s next to us and Maxi’s down the passage. Maxi’s is going to be replaced 
by a Crazy Store. A quick walk down the mall recently revealed no less than 7 empty shops. Our entrance 
(No. 2) is now officially empty up to Mr. Price and African Bank. It would seem that we are relatively secure 
in our occupancy in the mall, and I say this hoping that I don’t jinx us. As far as we are concerned, the club 
continues to draw its crowds on a Wednesday and a Saturday and a lot of fun is had by the visitors, thanks 
largely to the guys running trains and the sterling work done by Dave in engaging these visitors in 
conversation. Keep up the good work, guys. 

That is about it from my side. 

Keep those wheels rolling… 

Terrence 

Tribute To Robert (Bob) Woodhead 

By Harry Ostrofsky 
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Bob was born in the United Kingdom at Wilmslow near Manchester on 23 June 1937. He left us on 25 June 

2018.  Eight of our club members attended his memorial service in Parktown on Tuesday 3rd July. 

Bob entered the electrical world after he left school.  He later started working for the Westinghouse Brake & 

Signal Company. Bob came to Southern Africa in the 1950’s to work on the Swaziland Railway line being 

built from Ka Dake in the west to the Mozambique border in the east. This line was built in order to tap into 

iron ore reserves near the South African border.  Bob was the Signal Engineer on the job. He must have 

fallen in love with the country.  

WB&S had offices in Johannesburg where he probably attended meetings.  He later was involved with the 

colour light signalling at various remote control interloops in the Karoo around Colesberg.  I met him in 

Bloemfontein in 1965 when he came for a meeting. I was working on the Bloemfontein re-signalling. 

Bob worked on various projects for WB&S in the country. In the 1970’s he started working on the original 

coal line project as part of the WB&S team based in the then SATS signalling headquarters in Doornfontein. 

Here he met Sandra who was to become his wife. When the coal line project was completed, Bob and 

Sandra went back to the UK, where their first child Susan was born.   It did not take long and Bob was back 

in SA.  Our families hit it off, and we had many good holidays and adventures together. 

Bob loved wildlife and the Kruger Park was his best holiday destination. 

It was in the 80’s that we heard about EMRIG, which we then joined.  The meets in those days were held at 

the SAA recreation club hall at Jan Smuts Airport. Meetings (train running) were on an ad hoc basis when 

there were holidays, weekends and other opportunities. 

Bob was a keen member and started building modules. I helped when I could. He had a small but very well-

equipped workshop. 

When we had to leave Jan Smuts EMRIG went to the Scout hall near Bob’s house in Observatory, near to the 

old RSME. 

Bob started to build his station (modules) and it became his pride and joy. He was especially proud of his 

control panel which he tried to model on reality.  Bob was a perfectionist and did not accept change easily. 

He liked his scenery to be as he knew the UK in the 50’s. 

He was devastated when their house burned down while he was away on a holiday overseas. Luckily his 

trains and workshop were unaffected as they were housed in outbuildings.  They eventually moved into 

their present house where he once again had a larger workshop. 

He and Dave Walker were the oldest members in the club. 

We will miss him. 
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Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

A Most Unique Donation to EMRIG!! 

On Wednesday 12th June, a member of the public walked into the 

clubroom with a most unusual (and unique!) package under his 

arm!  Dave Wynne always chats to members of the public who 

enter Shop 23, and he started talking to Mr Colin Laver.  Colin 

explained that he wished to donate an item to the club, an item 

which has particular sentimental value to him…   

Colin is emigrating to Portugal, as his kids 

are all overseas and go on holiday there, 

and is busy packing up his household.  One 

of the items that he is not able to take 

with him, is the Certificate of Membership 

Of The Pension Fund for his grandfather 

George Henry Pridmore, who joined the 

Fund on 1st March 1919 (nearly 100 years 

ago!).  His grandfather worked as a black-

smith on the Great Eastern Railway in the 

Stratford Works, UK, at the Temple Mills 

Marshalling Yard.  Colin recalls visiting the 

Stratford Works together with his grandfa-

ther at the age of 11, where some of his 

granddad’s co-workers asked if he was 

joining them as an apprentice!   

The Certificate is hand crafted, a beautiful item of original artwork, hand drawn and coloured, and the in-

scription is in a beautiful copperplate handwriting.  The Certificate is now on the back wall of our clubroom, 

above the N Gauge layout.  Have a look at it next time you are at the club, and appreciate the quality way in 

which things of this nature used to be produced, before the days of computers and graphics packages!   
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Late Afternoon / Evening Running At NMM 

Terrence mentioned last month that he enjoyed a “private” late afternoon running session at NMM.  One 

or two of our other members had previously asked if this was something that we could consider offering.  

The Mall closes at 19h00, by which time we would need to be out…  Is no-one else keen to do this?  No-one 

responded when asked this question last month….  If you are, please tell us!! 

Our Swap Meet Is Coming Up SOON!! 

We are hosting the next Swap Meet at Northmead on 28th July.  Margaret already has in excess of 50 ta-

bles booked by traders.  Remember that there will as usual be an EMRIG table at the Swap Meet, where 

members with just a few items to sell can place items for sale…  Margaret together with a couple of other 

ladies will “woman” the table for us, to sell off some excess club items (donated items not previously sold), 

club memorabilia, as well as any items which club members may wish to sell.  Instructions in regard to the 

sale of items by members, making use of the club table, were provided in the newsletter last month.  

Club Communications Media (our regular reminder) 

These are our newsletter, our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional gen-

eral Email correspondence… 

The Website address is www.emrig.co.za.   

The Newsletter is uploaded to the club’s website each month, and a link to the website location is emailed 

to members once the latest newsletter is available.  Members who have requested such, are emailed a 

copy of the newsletter.  Printed copies of all recent newsletters are also housed in the club library.      

The Whatsapp Chatgroup is administered by Niel Wilson.  To be added to the group, send Niel a message 

at 078-305-5248, and he will add you to the group.   

The Facebook page...  Type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your Facebook homepage (this assumes 

you are on Facebook).  This will bring up the club’s page.  And if you like it, “Like” it!!!  ;-) 

Emails are sent to club members when there is something important that you need to be notified about.   

The Great Model Train Expo – Randburg, October 2018 

By Brian Dawson and Niel Wilson 

For the past couple of months we’ve been telling you about The Great Model Train Expo, which will be held 

at the Randburg Hoerskool over the weekend of 6th and 7th October.  This expo is held every two years (this 

will be the third such event), and is a great opportunity to expose the general public to the Model Train 

hobby, through the display of functioning model train layouts by the various clubs based around Gauteng, 

as well as “tables” for all the different suppliers to the hobby, such as we see at Swap Meets. 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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I have attended both of the previous Expos, the first one as a visitor and the second as an active participant 

for EMRIG and SAG. It was a super experience to be a part of the greater family of model train enthusiasts, 

demonstrating our hobby to the hordes of people who came from far and wide to attend the Expo.   

The organisers have things well in hand at this stage, and they have asked all the local clubs and suppliers 

to commit to exhibiting.  EMRIG has responded positively, as this is a great “shop window” for our club as 

well as the hobby in general. We are committed to being there, with both our exhibition layouts (HO and N 

gauge, set up as DCC layouts), and to running trains on both for the weekend.  Setting up of the layouts will 

take place on the weekend prior to the Expo weekend (i.e. on 29th and 30th September), and we then have 

the opportunity to run our trains there during the week prior to the Expo should we wish to do so.      

Our club is committed to being there!  Now we need our members to come forward and participate!  We 

need to know who all is going to be available to assist with the various tasks that will need to be performed 

– transporting the modules to Randburg; setting up at Randburg; running trains during the Expo weekend 

(on a roster basis); promoting the EMRIG club while we are there; taking the layouts apart at the end of the 

weekend; and then transporting the modules back to Benoni afterwards.  

A list will be placed at the clubroom for you to fill in what you are available to assist with.  If you haven’t 

volunteered pretty soon, you will be approached by committee members asking about your commitment. 

And before we can put our Exhibition Layouts on display to the general public, we need to do some work on 

them.  And so we will be holding a workshop to do the necessary maintenance work in the not too distant 

future.  We are STILL waiting for a volunteer to step up to the plate to arrange this workshop (as requested 

in the newsletter last month).   

My Operations Adventures – Vol. …  

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Editor’s Note: Glynn says that he is running out of aspects to write about, relating to his layout and the 

Operations Sessions held there every second month…. Besides which, he has been rather busy, spending a 

lot of his time lately in Richards Bay at the loading terminal, overseeing the loading of chrome ore from 

Steelpoort from REAL trains onto REAL ships…  So there’s unfortunately nothing from him this month.   

Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

Editor’s Note: John too is one of our regular contributors, but in his last article he had come to the end of a 

series, and needs some time to consider “where to from here?...”  We will definitely be hearing more from 

John in future editions! 

Meanwhile…. Some other contributors have fortunately produced some interesting articles for us…. 
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Railwayman’s Language - Information That May Be Of Interest 

By Brian Clark (retired Railwayman!!) 

Here is some terminology and information that may be of significance for one to understand the language 

of a railwayman: 

In the world of locomotives : What an Operating Clerk should know 

An Operating Clerk is one who manages and monitors and arranges train services over the railway lines. He 

sits in an office and has uninhibited communication with the personnel at stations along the railway route, 

at the major shunting and marshalling yards, freight depots and locomotive depots. 

The Tender of a steam locomotive is the semi-permanently-coupled vehicle immediately behind the 

footplate (the cab) where the driver and the stoker (fireman) managed the locomotive. It carried sufficient 

coal for the duration of an expected journey or for the distance that the locomotive was designed to cover 

before returning to a depot. The Coal Stage was a place where the locomotives would replenish the coal in 

the tender. There were various styles of coal stage. The larger ones were enormous steel structures with a 

steep climb to the top. Two examples in South Africa were in East London and Germiston. A shunting 

locomotive would propel a wagon (or two), loaded with coal, to the top of the incline and there the wagon 

would be offloaded. The coal would be funnelled down a chute directly into the coal bunker of the tender 

of a locomotive waiting below. At minor depots, wagons loaded with coal would be placed next to a large 

cemented area and labourers would empty the wagons with shovels. Manual labour was used to load co-co 

pans, which were wheeled vehicles on a narrow gauge track. These co-co pans would be pushed manually 

along the track, which was laid in a circular formation, to the edge of the cemented platform and there the 

co-co pans would be tilted to be emptied. The coal landed on a short chute which led directly to the coal 

bunker of the locomotive waiting on the tracks which would be situated a distance below the cemented 

platform. An example of this kind was found at Schroeders, in the Natal midlands. Some coal stages for 

narrow gauge locomotives looked like a large ‘box with coal in it’. The locomotive would come alongside 

and a labourer would shovel the coal from the ‘box’ into the coal bunker of the tender. One example of this 

facility was at Umzinto on the Natal South Coast. 

Coal from the mines was graded according to size. Steam locomotives in South Africa used ‘cobbles’; a 

larger size chunk of coal. Other sizes were listed as “large nuts”, “nuts”, “peas” and “duff”. Duff was used for 

the electricity-producing power stations. The other grades had their purposes in industry. It was not 

unusual to find that locomotive depots had used a truck of coal that was destined for an industry. The clerks 

in the administrative office would then deal with the situation. Coal is exported from South Africa and many 

coal stacks are arranged to store the separate sizes of coal. Coal also has different qualities when burnt. 

There is good quality coal and poor quality coal, brown coal and coal that quickly turns into clinker. A 

locomotive must use the correct coal or steam pressure will not be able to be maintained for efficient 

operation. 

The tender of a locomotive also had a capacity for water, which is necessary for the steam locomotive to 

operate. Depending upon the type of locomotive and the purpose for which it was built, the capacity could 
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vary considerably between one class of locomotive and another. A locomotive depot was a place where the 

coal and water supplies were made available. Water was loaded from a facility which was known as a ‘water 

column’. This was usually a vertical pipe (or column) which was planted into the ground and rose to a height 

to give clearance to the top of the locomotive. The top end was bent over and a large diameter rubber hose 

was attached to a flexible section of the pipe which enabled the pipe to pivot. In this way the end of the 

hose could be positioned directly over the hatch where the water would find its way into the storage 

compartment. At larger stations, a large pipe was fitted across several tracks and the down-pipes could 

cater for a locomotive on any of the tracks beneath. At other stations, a solitary tank was mounted on top of 

a steel structure. This was referred to as a ‘parachute tank’. An example today is still found at Magaliesburg, 

but it is not functional. King William’s Town had two of these parachute tanks, one each at the extreme 

ends of the main station platform.  

When a journey is planned and an insufficient water supply along the route is anticipated, a feeder water 

tank is provided. This vehicle was a tanker solely for the use of carrying water for the locomotive. It was 

attached immediately behind the tender and water pipes were connected so that the locomotive could 

have an additional supply of water, should the tender capacity be insufficient. An ash pit was provided at 

certain stations and places where the locomotive may take water from a line-side water column. This was a 

convenience as it was necessary to ‘clean the fire grate’ from time to time. The stoker or fireman had a job 

to do to keep the used coals and ashes from clogging up the floor of the firebox and enable fresh air 

circulation to take place to help the fire burn well. The fireman has a special tool to rake the fire and the 

finer dust and hard, unburned coal particles, sometimes it was clinker, would fall out and into the pit. These 

tools were kept in, or on, the tender. The pit was a specially designed section of track without sleepers. 

It was necessary for a steam locomotive to have a “wash-out” at least once per week. This is a job done 

when the locomotive has all the boiler tubes and pipes pressure-cleaned to remove mineral scale and 

calcium build-up which occurs from time to time. Water for locomotives must not be brackish and it must 

not have a mineral content which could inhibit the working of the steam locomotive in any way.  

The Daily Locomotive Position is a report on the condition and availability of the traction position at a depot. 

A depot is where the locomotives are kept when not in service or when they are waiting to be booked out 

for their next trip, or job. This report is made for the Loco Foreman, the man in charge of the depot, and 

the report is forwarded to the Regional Manager’s Office for general information. The Position is a report 

on the ‘sick, lame and lazy’ locomotives at the depot. The ‘sick’ are those locos which need an overhaul or 

some kind of major repair. The ‘lame’ are those that are in for a service or some minor attention to 

mechanical or technical aspects, sometimes as trivial as a new globe required for the headlamp. The ‘lazy’ 

are locomotives that are at present underutilized and on hand at the depot. There may be different reasons 

for this; the train service may have been curtailed due to track damage or there may have been a decline in 

traffic volumes, or perhaps the train service has been showing a change in traffic patterns and more 

locomotives are arriving at the depot than the number of locomotives which are to be used for outgoing 

trains. 

A daily position reflecting the coal volume on hand and available is also an important document. Records 

are kept of the rate of consumption of coal, per week. All depots must have sufficient coal for up to 12 or 14 

days, for the normal, planned train service. 
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A diesel locomotive depot must have sufficient diesoline to operate the locomotives stationed at the depot, 

for a normal train service of up to 12 days. A diesel locomotive must have a daily ‘platform’ service. This 

means that the locomotive is parked alongside a high level platform in the shed so that the technicians can 

have easy access to the machinery and the motor. Oil levels and water levels must be checked and a cursory 

check is made on all of the important parts of the locomotive. The locomotive will be scheduled for a 

service after it has covered a certain distance and a major service after the distance has been logged and a 

period of time has elapsed since the last service. A diesel locomotive normally has fuel to last for a 24 hour 

period and then it must be refuelled. Refuelling can only normally be done at a locomotive depot. 

At an electric locomotive depot, arrangements are made for services and checks to be made for a 

locomotive only after a certain distance and a certain period of time has elapsed since the last service. In 

Natal, if a locomotive is almost due for a service and is to be booked into the workshop in one or two days 

time, the locomotive is booked to work a local trip to keep it near to the depot. It is not booked on a train to 

Bloemfontein or to Johannesburg, where it could be away for more than five days. Electric locomotives are 

often staged outside and not under a roof of a shed. 

The term staged is used when a locomotive, or a complete train load of traffic, is parked for a period of time 

before it is again used, or moved. 

When a locomotive was ‘shedded’, one had to understand that the locomotive was in the depot for a 

maintenance service or a light repair. When a locomotive was sent to ‘the shops’, one understood that the 

locomotive would be out of service for some time for a major repair or overhaul. 

A ‘double-header’ is a term used when two crews are heading a train. This only occurs when steam 

locomotives are used. When a diesel locomotive unit (a single vehicle) is working with another diesel 

locomotive unit, it is said that the traction power of the train has one locomotive and the locomotive is 

using two diesel units ‘working in multiple’. The term ‘working in multiple’ is applicable when two or more 

units are working at the head-end of a train. This term also applies to electric ‘units’. Sometimes, a ‘unit’ is 

required to be moved from one depot to another and is not able to work. The term used to describe this 

unit is the term ‘dead’. If one sees multiple units at the head-end of a train, and one of them is not working, 

the ‘dead’ locomotive unit is actually a part of the gross tonnage of the train’s load. When a steam 

locomotive is used to push at the rear of a train, it is a ‘helper’. If a steam locomotive is used only for a short 

distance, whether attached to the train at the front or rear end, it is a ‘banker’. 

Multiple working is often used where diesel and electric locomotive units are used. Steam locomotives 

were built for different purposes and gradients and curvature of track. The topography over which a train 

runs, dictates the nature of the railway line route with the gradients and curves. The ability of the track to 

carry a specific axle-mass load is a significant factor when planning a train service and allocating a class of 

(locomotive) traction power to a train service. It all depends upon the length of the passing loops and the 

ability of the locomotive units, as to how heavy or how long a train load may be. 

‘Distributed power’ is a term used when locomotive units are used in multiple working. They are not 

necessarily coupled together, but placed in the load of the train or / and at the rear. They are remotely 

controlled by the driver on the footplate. A ‘footplate’ is the place where a driver controls the movement of 

a train, irrespective of whether the train is a steam, electric or diesel locomotive. 
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PAINT SCHEMES OF THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND  

SANTA FE (AT&SF) RAILROAD 

By Terrence Marx 

Probably one of the most visible and famous paint schemes of modern era railroading was the paint scheme 

worn by the ATSF diesel fleet. Their colourful diesel paint schemes contrasted sharply with the bland black 

generally applied to steam locomotives worldwide. This article covers only the main paint schemes and will 

not feature the one-offs or the new BNSF Heritage scheme of the ATSF - Burlington Northern merger in 

1996 . 

This primer cannot cover all the locomotives in detail, but is merely meant to provide first-glance 

information on the locomotive and an idea of where that particular engine fits into the history of the 

railroad and in a way to “time-stamp” it. 

SANTA FE HISTORY - IN A NUTSHELL 

To write about the history of the ATSF would be an article by itself, so a brief history is presented just to set 

the scene, so to speak.  

The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway (AT&SF) was chartered on February 11, 1859, to join Atchison and 

Topeka, Kansas, with Santa Fe, New Mexico. The railroad reached the Kansas-Colorado border in 1873 and 

Pueblo, Colorado, in 1876. Ironically, the ATSF main line never served Santa Fe directly due to difficult 

terrain on the route; instead the town was ultimately served by a branch line from Lamy. 

As with any kind of expansion in the new world, the ATSF had its fair share of wars, most notably with the 

Denver and Rio Grande, which war ultimately needed Federal government intervention and the signing of 

the “Treaty of Boston” to end the hostilities. The company eventually ended up purchasing the Atlantic and 

Pacific, St. Louis–San Francisco Railway (Frisco), Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railway and the Colorado 

Midland Railway to build a mainline that stretched from Chicago to Houston, Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

This is the Santa Fe that lasted up to the merger with the Burlington Northern in 1996. Interestingly, the 

Santa Fe went through a number of diesel paint schemes, much more than its competitors on the West 

Coast, Southern Pacific (SP) - 3, and Union Pacific (UP) - 2. 

SANTA FE’S PAINT SCHEMES 

Santa Fe's first diesel-electric passenger locomotives were placed in service in 1936, and consisted of a pair 

of blunt-nosed, bulldog-looking units built by Electro-Motive Corp (a forerunner of EMD) and were a pair of 

1800hp, B-B locomotives numbered 1 and 1A. The upper portion of the sides and ends of the units were 

gold, with the lower section a dark olive green colour; an olive stripe ran along the sides and widened as it 

crossed the front of the locomotive. 
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Figure 1. Santa Fe's first streamlined diesel 

A large "Indian Head" metal plaque logo was riveted to the sides of the locomotives, which owed its origin 

to the 1926 Chief "drumhead" logo. "Super Chief" was emblazoned on a plaque located on the front over 

the vertical cat-whiskers. The rooftop was light slate gray, rimmed by a red pinstripe. This unique 

combination of colors was called the Golden Olive paint scheme.  

Sterling McDonald's General Motors Styling Department made one more change before the locomotives 

entered service, and augmented the look with the addition of red and blue striping along both the sides and 

ends of the units in order to enhance their appearance. 

This Golden Olive paint scheme was far removed from the one which would later make the railroad famous 

a year later. Santa Fe, however, was searching for something more.   

Leland Knickerbocker of the GM Art and Color Section, designed the scheme which was to make the ATSF 

legendary – The Warbonnet. The scheme consisted of a red "bonnet" which wrapped around the front of 

the locomotive and was bordered by a yellow stripe and black pinstripes in the center. The extent of the 

bonnet varied according to the locomotive model, and was largely determined by the shape and length of 

the carbody. The remainder of the locomotive was either painted silver or was composed of stainless-steel 

panels. This scheme is protected under U.S. Patent D106,920, granted on November 9, 1937 and is 

reminiscent of a Native American ceremonial headdress. 

The nose emblem consisted of an elongated yellow "Circle and Cross" emblem with wings on the nose and 

the sides, outlined and accented with black pinstripes, which varied according to the locomotive model. 

"SANTA FE" was displayed on the horizontal limb of the cross in black, using Art Deco-style lettering. On all 

but the "Erie-built" units (which were essentially run as a demonstrator set), GE U28CG, GE U30CG, and 

FP45 units, a three-part yellow and black stripe ran up the nose behind the band. 
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Figure 2.  The patent of ATSF's legendary locomotives 

 

This “Yellow Bonnet” scheme, a lesser known version of and pre-dating the scheme worn by freight 

engines from 1972 onwards, was applied to a small group of F7 locomotives and has a blue herald 
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with the black separation line. 

 

 

The similarity of the paint schemes of Delaware & Hudson PA1 number 18 and ATSF 338 is not 

coincidental. The D&H bought 4 PAs from an initial order going to the Santa Fe and adopted the paint 

scheme for this class of engines. The herald on 338 is also referred to as “cigar band” as it reminds of 

the bands around cigars. This paint scheme was also called the “Blue Bonnet” scheme and was one 

of three Bonnet schemes.   
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PASSENGER SCHEME 

The history of the passenger paint scheme was relatively simple from the initial use to the beginning of 

Amtrak and consisted of the Red and Silver Warbonnet.  

 

A "Circle and Cross" motif (consisting of a yellow field, with red quadrants, outlined in black) was 

painted around the nose of these units which had the words "SANTA FE" in black, 5" or 9" high extra 

extended Railroad Roman letters as well as black pin stripe lettering to form the “whiskers”. The red 

and silver were separated by a yellow stripe with a black pinstripe which ran the length of the 

carbody.  The “SANTA FE” lettering appeared on the side of the carbody, more or less in the center of 

the carbody (lengthwise) under the porthole windows. 

 

Similar designs were added to EMD E3s, EMD E6s, the DL109/110 locomotive set, and ATSF 1A after it was 

rebuilt and repainted. Similarly, the 325 class F7's, while painted in passenger colors, were geared as dual 

service locomotives, suitable for passenger or freight duties. 

The FP45, U28CG, and U30CG were the last locomotive classes delivered in the ATSF Red Warbonnet. The 

FP45s & U30CGs received the small ATSF lettering. 

FT set 167LABC was equipped with a steam generator and was delivered in freight colors. It operated 

between Chicago and California/Texas between February 1945 and September 1946 in the original 

catwhiskers cream/yellow and blue (no lower headlight either) 10 more FT sets were converted and 

repainted in passenger colors for several years before returning to freight duties and colors. 

The words “SANTA FE” were applied in yellow in a 5"–high extended font, and centered on the nose was the 

"Santa Fe" box logo (initially consisting of a blue cross, circle, and square painted on a solid bronze sheet, 
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but subsequently changed to baked steel sheets painted bronze with the blue identifying elements applied 

on top). Three thin, pale yellow stripes (known as Cat Whiskers) extended from the nose logo around the 

cab sides. In January, 1951, Santa Fe revised the scheme to consist of three yellow stripes running up the 

nose, with the addition of a blue and yellow Cigar Band (similar in size and shape to that applied to 

passenger units); the blue background and elongated yellow "SANTA FE" lettering were retained. 

It is important to know the difference between a “cat whisker” and the “cigar band” heralds: the whisker 

has a thick yellow line that runs down the center of the nose from the roof, over the headlight to the 

coupler pocket sill as is seen on the picture of FT #103 way below. The “whiskers” were the horizontal 

yellow lines wrapping around the side of the cab.  

In comparison, the “cigar band” is much finer and has the oval-shaped SANTA FE badge as is visible on #43C 

and 338 above. E and F units wearing the Warbonnet generally wore the cigar band herald. 

 

SWITCHERS 

 

Diesels used as switchers between 1935 and 1960 were painted black, with just a thin white or silver 

horizontal accent stripe above the doors and a similar stripe on the sills. The "A T & S F" letters were 

applied in a small font centered on the sides of the unit above the hood doors as was the standard 

blue and white "Santa Fe" box logo which was below the ATSF lettering, more or less above the fuel 

tank after WWII together with the diagonal stripes of the sill and ends in order to increase visibility of 

the locomotives at grade crossings. This scheme lasted until 1959 when it was replaced by the blue 

and yellow scheme seen below. 
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Santa Fe #2099, an Alco RS-2 switcher sports the later Billboard scheme with the yellow “bookends”. 

This scheme replaced the Zebra stripe scheme in 1960 onwards and was the standard scheme for all 

road engines as well. The scheme consisted of yellow pinstripe with large yellow billboard “SANTA 

FE” lettering on the long hood. The trucks remained black. 

 

Shades of the Santa Fe freight scheme can be seen on the modern zebra stripe paint of the Pacific 

Harbour Line locomotives, a scheme worn by locos owned by the Anacostia & Pacific. These locos 

operate on harbour trackage and are the conduit for freight for the Class 1s to and from the ships.  
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FREIGHT SCHEMES 

The first group of Santa Fe EMD FTs were delivered between December, 1940, and March, 1943, and were 

numbered 100 - 119. The railroad chose a color scheme of dark blue accented by a pale yellow stripe up the 

nose, and pale yellow highlights around the cab and along the mesh and framing of openings in the sides of 

the engine compartment; a thin, red stripe separated the blue areas from the yellow. The thin red stripe 

soon disappeared and is not visible in subsequent orders of FTs.  

The years 1960 to 1972 saw non-streamlined freight locomotives sporting the "Billboard" color scheme.  

The scheme sometimes referred to as the "Bookends" or "Pinstripe" scheme, in which the units were 

painted predominantly dark blue with yellow ends and trim, with a single yellow accent pinstripe. The 

"Santa Fe" was applied in yellow in large bold serif letters to the sides of the locomotive below the accent 

stripe save for yard switchers which displayed the "SANTA FE" in small yellow letters above the accent stripe, 

similar to the Zebra Stripe arrangement. 

The move away from the Red and Silver Warbonnet was an attempt by Santa Fe to move away from the 

association of being a passenger carrying railroad for which the red and silver was commonly used. Santa Fe, 

now no longer doing passenger service, needed to advertise its freight business and did so by not painting 

their locomotives red and silver. 

However, Santa Fe was aware of the positive public opinion of the Warbonnet and when they embarked on 

a locomotive buying spree in 1989, it was decided that the new locomotives would wear the famed Red and 

Silver Warbonnet as part of the new "Superfleet" marketing campaign. This move was also done in 

preparation for the arrival of the new GP60M/Bs.  

The scheme was first applied to the aging FP45s and then to the new GP60M, B-40-8W, SD75I/75M series 

and C44-9Ws were delivered in the revived red and silver Paint Scheme.  A modified scheme was applied to 

two FP45 units, #5992 and #5998 (displaying "Santa Fe" in billboard-red lettering on the sides). The units 

were re-designated as #101 and #102 and reentered service on July 4, 1989. The six remaining FP45 units 

were thereafter similarly repainted and renumbered. From that point forward, most new locomotives wore 

red and silver, and many retained this scheme after the Burlington Northern Santa Fe merger, some with 

"BNSF" displayed across their sides. 

Interestingly, the Santa Fe was the only Class I American railroad to buy new 4-axle (B-B) freight locomotives 

equipped with the North American Safety Cab. The GP60M/Bs and B40-8Ws worked on high-speed 

intermodal service, but towards the final days of the railroad, could also be found working local trains and 

branchline assignments.  

The title of first locomotives to bring back the Red and Silver Warbonnet were the last remaining Santa Fe 

F7 A unit (347C) and an F3 B unit which were painted in a yellow bonnet freight version since the mid-1970s.  

They were kept at the California rail museum in Sacramento from 1986 but made a public appearance in 

San Diego in about 1988. Unfortunately, these were non-operating locomotives. It thus appears that even 

the Santa Fe had dummy locomotives. 
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Santa Fe’s freight locomotives, EMD FTs and F-series locomotives were delivered beginning 

December, 1940 and wore variants of the scheme above.  In order to keep their locomotives 

separate, Santa Fe also painted a small selection of Fs in the “Blue Bonnet” and “Yellow Bonnet” 

schemes. The freight and passenger locomotives were also internally different, some having onboard 

steam generators and a different, high-speed gear ratio.   
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SD45 number 5529 sports the “bookend” scheme which was applied to all locomotives between 

1960 and 1972. This photo can be dated to a period after 1972 given the fact that the trailing F45 is 

wearing the post-1972 scheme.  

 

As with everything, there are also exceptions: pictured in 1987 is SD45B number 5502 in the 

“Bookend” scheme. This locomotive was painted in the “yellow bonnet” scheme but was repainted 
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before being sent out for the first time. Built in November 1966 as AT&SF SD45 1847, it was wrecked 

and rebuilt to SD45B 5502 in 1987. The trailing locomotive is wearing the “Kodachrome” paint. 

 

From 1972 to 1996 and into the BNSF era, the company adopted a paint scheme generally known 

among railfans as the "Yellowbonnet". This scheme, which placed more yellow on the locomotives 

(reminiscent of the company's retired Warbonnet scheme) had as its goal to ensure higher visibility 

at grade crossings. There was no colour separation stripe (as with the Red and Silver Warbonnet) 

between the Blue and Yellow and the carbody lettering was created in a billboard style.  The truck 

assemblies, previously black, now received silver paint. This is the paint scheme that most modern 

era modelers of the Santa Fe grew to know. 



 

Page 21 of 35 

 

 

This striking scheme on this lead C30-7 was developed and partially implemented in anticipation of 

the merger between the parent companies of the Santa Fe and Southern Pacific (SP) railroads in 

1984. The red, yellow, and black scheme was complimented by large yellow block letters on the sides 

and ends of the units. Space was left for both companies on newly painted locomotives for the “SF” 

and “SP” to be added after the planned merger. 

 

The other half of the SPSF paint scheme. This paint scheme has come to be known among railfans as 

the Kodachrome livery, due to the similarity in colours to the film boxes sold by the Eastman Kodak 

Company under the same name. Railfans jokingly referred to the “SPSF" as really standing for 

"Shouldn't Paint So Fast," a reference to the veto of the merger by the U S Department of Justice in 
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1985 and denied in a 4–1 vote by the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) on July 24, 1986. 

 

The FP45s were the last EMD passenger locomotives delivered and the first Santa Fe units to be 

redecorated so for freight service. The arrival of Amtrak, with its own locomotives and paint scheme 

made the Red and Silver passenger scheme on these locomotives obsolete. These locomotives then 

went through several paint schemes from original Red and Silver -- Blue and Yellow -- Kodachrome 

Red, Yellow and Black -- Blue and Yellow and finally back to Red and Silver!! 

 

MODELLER’S PAINTING AND LETTERING GUIDES 

The Santa Fe Railway Historical and Modelling Society has published three guidebooks for modellers that 

provide quick, accurate information on the proper painting, lettering and detailing of Santa Fe rolling stock 

and motive power.  The three guides are: 

“•Painting and Lettering Guide. Written by Dr. Richard Hendrickson, perhaps the greatest freight car 

historian for the steam and early diesel eras, this guide comprehensively guides the modeller through the 

Santa Fe’s evolving painting and lettering practices to assist the modeller in putting their fleet in the proper 

paint and lettering. This is an invaluable reference. 

•Steam Locomotive Painting, Lettering and Detailing Guide. Written by Larry Brasher, an authority on 

Santa Fe locomotive development, and Stan Kistler, a noted Santa Fe locomotive photographer who avidly 

catalogued the evolving Santa Fe steam locomotive fleet, this guide provides a one stop shop for modellers 
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interested in properly painting, lettering and detailing steam locomotives. The book discusses standard 

practice, significant regional differences, and provides numerous photos and guides to Santa Fe practice. An 

invaluable resource.   

•Diesel Locomotive Painting and Lettering Guide. Written By Stephen Priest, a former Santa Fe employee, 

editor of series of books on the Santa Fe, and editor of Mainline Modeller, the Diesel Locomotive Painting 

and Lettering Guide provides a series of templates on how to paint and letter Santa Fe diesels. Lavishly 

illustrated with photos and diagrams, this invaluable guide helps modellers create highly accurate and 

detailed models that look “Santa Fe … all the way!” 
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AND  FINALLY… 

 

ATSF has also had their fair share of paint failure: C44-9W number 839 shows the wear and tear of a 

good paint job gone bad. A number of locomotives suffered from bad paint mixtures and ended up 

pushing their way to the front of the repaint queue.  

 

And if you think this was a lot of paint schemes, in the next series, I will look at the paint schemes worn by 

the BNSF locomotives. So far, I’ve identified 5 paint schemes and 4 phases. There may be more… 
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By …. Once again, Margaret Wynne has come to our rescue….!  Thank you, Margaret! 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

 2018 March & April … waiting for articles ……….. 

 2018 May  Ash Pappa 

 2018 June  John Henry (volunteered an article) 
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But there is NOTHING to stop anyone from offering to write for us - anytime!!!!!!    

Here’s another volunteered article this month,  

while we wait for those who have been challenged to complete their articles….. 

 

With Swap Meets and The Great Model Train Expo 

coming up, I’ve got Trolleys on my mind…! 

By Margaret Wynne [EMRIG Secretary] 

[Acknowledgements to Wikipedia and the Internet for several articles referenced.] 

 

At EMRIG, the Pick ‘n Pay trolleys are certainly an invaluable aid to help Members move their precious trains 

and tools from their vehicles to the Clubhouse and vice versa. 

 

David W regularly uses a Pick ’n Pay trolley to 

transport his plastic train boxes from the car into 

the Clubhouse. 

 

The Club does have its own trolley, originally designed to move some of the HO exhibition layout modules 

when we exhibit at other venues (see picture below). 
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Our HO Layout trolley – in for repairs, to be 

carried out by Kevin Chamberlain. 

 

 

 

 

 

However, over time ours developed a secondary use, viz. for wheeling a trolley-load of heavy metal tables 

to the far end of the Swap Meet area and into place, right up near Maxi’s restaurant. In the process, wheels 

that were not designed to carry such heavy loads were damaged, and the handle served more to hit 

unsuspecting Members on the legs, rather than being a steering aid. 

 

BELOW: Use [and abuse] of the versatile EMRIG trolley! Swap Meet 3rd March 2018 

 

I count twelve heavy metal tables on 

the trolley…. Kobus is sure it can take 

a few more! 
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Kobus is happier – there are now 

fifteen tables on the trolley! 

 

 

 

Bob, Kobus and Hansie set off at a run – 

overloaded, but who cares! 
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Mission nearly accomplished – tables 

successfully transported down the Mall 

concourse for unloading. 

 

  

The Committee had discussed the damaged trolley at a couple of meetings, insisting that it needed repair / 

refurbishment, and to that end created a budget for the work. However, it needed a champion to execute, 

especially as we will be attending The Great Model Train Expo in Randburg in early October, and will be 

transporting modules… To the rescue – Kevin Chamberlain who has the know-how to get it done… 

 

But, before I expand on Kevin’s talents and what he is doing for the Club, my mind turned to the subjects of 

trolleys in general. So here, [to bore you to tears and provide another article for Brian!] is a bit of light-

hearted information on the history of the humble wonky-wheeled shopping trolley, so often the abandoned 

trolley, a symbol of urban waste, a low-cost type of wheelbarrow, dumped by roadsides or in waterways. 

Who can remember Clive Weil, the Checkers CEO, retail industry Consultant and early SA television 

celebrity? It was this gentleman who assumed the TV persona of the supermarket chain in the 1980’s, a 

move that proved to be a marketing masterstroke!  “Trolley for trolley you don’t pay more," was the crafty 

catch-line from a chubby, bespectacled Weil, happily wheeling a shopping cart along the grocery aisles. 

 

The advert worked. It helped rescue a company that had chewed up five MDs in eight years and was 

teetering on the edge of insolvency. But Weil’s bulky appearance and slight lisp made the “twolley-for-

twolley” man a subject of derision, put a plague on his privacy and brought him unwanted attention, 

according to an article written in the Financial Times in 2007.  

Weil recalled, "It was an unbelievable intrusion. I couldn’t go anywhere without somebody offering their 

opinion.” 
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Clive Weil (1944 to 2016), the enigmatic CEO of 

the Checkers Supermarket chain in the 1980’s. 

 

HOW DID THE SHOPPING TROLLEY COME ABOUT? 

[Note: the Americans call them “shopping carts”] 

 
Once upon a time, shoppers had to struggle with the limitations of wicker or wire baskets. That is, until in 

1937 Sylvan Goldman, the owner of the Humpty Dumpty Supermarket chain in Oklahoma, came up with 

what at the time was a revolutionary idea: put a much bigger basket on wheels to allow people to keep 

shopping. 

 

 

Sylvan Goldman (1898 to1984) 
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It was an idea that would end up netting Goldman his impressive fortune and was later hailed as one of the 

most successful marketing inventions of the 20th century, a piece of innovation that drove the force of 

American capitalism. 

 

 

The frame was inspired by a folding chair and held two wire shopping baskets, one above the other, 

doubling the quantity of goods that could be carried. But it did not catch on right away because they 

reminded women of prams, and men considered them effeminate. Seeking to sway public opinion, the 39-

year-old inventor took out a number of newspaper ads to promote the new grocery store feature. However, 

these initially proved ineffective and, in 1977, Goldman recalled the great difficulty he had in getting the 

American public to embrace his invention.   

 

Despite the grocery shopping Luddites, Goldman persisted and hired attractive men and women to walk 

around his stores pushing the shopping carts — a move that proved to be a stroke of genius. Once they 

were eventually deemed fashionable enough, the carts took off. Not only did his business go through the 

roof, Goldman began selling his creation to other supermarket chains, and by 1940 he had a seven-year 

waiting list. He became a multimillionaire by collecting a royalty on every shopping cart in the United States 

until his patents ran out! 

 
The next big innovation was made by Orla Watson in 1946 -  he invented the swinging rear door to allow for 

"nesting." i.e. the hinged rear panel allowed trolleys to be easily pushed together for storage. The Telescope 

Cart was patented in 1949 and remains the model for most trolleys today. In 1954, the further refinement 

of a fold-down seat for toddlers meant that parents were free to focus on the shelves.  

 

For some, Sunday wouldn't be Sunday without pushing a trolley around a hardware store or a wine 

warehouse. Thanks to the increased kinetic energy implicit in the larger size and weight, there have been 

http://www.thefullwiki.org/United_States
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reports of people being crushed, sometimes fatally, by trolleys. However, many supermarkets today also 

offer scaled-down versions so that small children will learn shopping habits early. Sylvan Goldman would 

certainly have approved of that! 

 

NOW BACK TO THE REPAIR / FABRICATION OF OUR EMRIG LAYOUT TROLLEY. 

 
Readers of this Newsletter will be delighted to hear that, in mid-June, Kevin provided the Committee with 

details of the type of [and costs for] the replacement castors for the HO Exhibition Trolley as the rubber on 

the castors had been damaged during the last couple of Swap Meets (reason previously given, and all guilty 

as charged!).  

 

Not only has he done this, but has taken it upon himself to design a new Trolley to transport the four middle 

Modules of the Exhibition layout to shows etc. I promise to publish pictures in a later newsletter, but the 

result will be that: 

(a) the complete HO exhibition layout will be able to be transported safely and damage to Johan’s fine 

workmanship will be minimised; 

(b) the Club will have two trolleys during Swap Meets to move the tables into position.  

 

Kevin’s built-in “over-design” and chosen heavy duty castors will enable each trolley to carry up to 1000 

kilograms. Brilliant!! And, once complete, we will purchase canvas and make up good quality covers to 

protect the precious goods during transport.      

 

 

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2018 Duty Roster till the end of July/early August. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make an arrangement to swap with someone. 
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  Date Name   Date Name 

 
 
  1 Wed 4-07 

Kallie vB 

1 
 
Sat 7-07 Brian D 2 Wed 11-07 

Colin A 

2 Sat 14-07 Jimmy M 3 Wed 18-07 Dave W 

3 Sat 21-07 Terrence M 4 Wed 25-07 Brian D  

4 Sat 28-07 Kobus P 1 Wed 1-08 Jan K 

1 Sat 4-08 Colin A 2 Wed 8-08     Colin A 

2 Sat 11-08 William vdB 3 Wed 15-08 Dave W 

3 Sat 18-08 Johan dV 4 Wed 22-08 Brian D 

4 Sat 25-08 Glynn C 5 Wed 29-08 Bennie vdM 

1 Sat 1-09 Colin TT  1 Wed 5-09 Kallie vB 

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets, to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning etc. 

 

Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Sunday 1st  July, Friends Of The Rail circular route around Pretoria  

 Saturday 7th July, Reefsteamers photoshoot opportunity, Germiston 

 Sunday 8th July, layout visit to GFG – CANCELLED (GFG not setting up locally, only at Chamdor) 

 Sunday 22nd July, EMRIG Committee Meeting 

 Saturday 28th July, EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead Mall 

 Saturday 28th July, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Sunday 29th July, Friends Of The Rail circular route around Pretoria 

  Saturday 4th August, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Saturday 18th August, Reefsteamers : Germiston Depot Open Day 
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 Saturday 25th August, CrossRoads Hobbies Swap Meet, Krugersdorp 

 Saturday 25th August, Kroon Swap Meet, Pretoria 

 Saturday 25th August, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Sunday 26th August, Friends Of The Rail circular route around Pretoria 

 Saturday 1st September, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Sunday 2nd September, Friends Of The Rail to Cullinan 

 6th and 7th October, The Great Model Train Expo taking place at Randburg! 

   

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – Margaret Wynne       mrwynne@icon.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (Brian Dawson taking over, under guidance of Colin TT)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – Margaret Wynne and Kobus Pelser  taken over from Colin TT 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2018 ARE NOW LONG OVERDUE FOR PAYMENT IF 
NOT YET PAID - PAYMENT SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE BY LATEST END OF APRIL 
2018!! IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID, YOU ARE IN DEFAULT!! 

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2018 WERE NOT INCREASED – THEY ARE THE SAME 
AS LAST YEAR – R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 


