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Chairman’s Report – March 2018 

By Terrence Marx 

 
 

Hello fellow Modellers, 

By the time you read this, we will have had our first swap meet for 2018 and judging from the preparations, 

the meet looks to be a bumper one with over 70 tables requested and unfortunately some dealers had to 

be turned away. I hope it was indeed bumper. I also hope that all of you were able to find that bargain item 

that you were looking for. At the same time that we had our weekend, the Hobby-X was taking place at the 

Dome. EMRIG had been invited to display this year, but the invitation was only received at the beginning of 

February which was a little too close for us to get the show layouts ready for attendance (besides the clash 

with our Swap Meet). We have, however, expressed our interest in attending the show next year, provided 

we get the date early enough. On this topic, The Great Model Train Show will once again be held in 

Randburg at the end of the year and EMRIG has already expressed an interest in attending this show. This is 

one show you should not miss as there will be several layouts on display as well as plenty of dealers. 

On a more disappointing note, the operating session which was supposed to be held last weekend was 

cancelled due to a lack of interest amongst the members. I believe that this is a dimension of the hobby that 

has gone begging as this is an aspect of modelling that is not only fun, but can be unusually tense and 

interesting. If there is enough interest later in the year, we may attempt to host it again. I encourage 
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everybody to get involved in such an operating session at least once in their lives. 

Keep those wheels rolling… 

Terrence 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Welcome to New Members 

During the past month we have gained another two new members – Pieter Bester and Kevin Bond.  Wel-

come to EMRIG, gents!  You should by now have received your “welcome pack” from our secretary Marga-

ret.  We look forward to your being around as active members of the club!  

2018 Subscriptions Are Now Due 

Subscriptions for 2018 have been due for payment since the start of the year.  The fee for 2018 remains 

unchanged at R400,00 for normal membership and R600,00 for family membership.  “Pensioner” members, 

should they feel financially justified in doing so, can pay a reduced amount of minimum R200,00.  Members 

unable to afford even this reduced amount can approach the committee and request a further dispensa-

tion.  If you have not paid by end of April 2018, or made arrangement to pay off in instalments, your 

membership will be deemed to have lapsed, and you will no longer be entitled to run trains on the club 

layout at NMM. 

Name Tags 

Once you have paid your subscriptions, Jan Kruger issues a NEW (Orange!) 2018 name tag.  If he happens 

to see you, he will hand it over to you.  If not, he places it in a small plastic container on the “Admin table” 

in the middle of the HO DCC layout, for you to collect it.  There are currently quite a number of tags there 

awaiting collection.  If you have paid but not yet received your tag, please go and have a look for it there.     

Swap Meets 

By the time this newsletter appears, the March Swap Meet will have come and gone (see report later in this 

newsletter)! I hope you were all there assisting in some way, as well as hunting for bargains!!  If you missed 

out, the next Swap meets will be in Pretoria on 7th April (PMTC) and 5th May (Kroon Club), and out on the 

West Rand on 26th May (Crossroads).  OUR next one at Northmead will only be on 28th July…    

The Great Model Train Expo 2018 

As mentioned last month, TGMTE will take place again this year in Randburg, on Saturday 6th and Sunday 

7th October.  We have registered and will be there as an Exhibiting Club. We can set up our exhibition lay-

outs there on the weekend prior to the Expo, and can run our trains there during the week before the Expo.  
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We need to do some maintenance work on both our layouts before they can be put out on display, and will 

be calling for volunteers to assist here, as well as with the transporting and setting up and breaking down of 

our layouts, and running trains there during the weekend.  The TGMTE  website is www.tgmte.co.za.  

EMRIG Operations Session…. 

We unfortunately had to postpone the Operations Session at NMM which we intended to hold on Sunday 

25th February. I need to apologise that my email notification with more detail about the session, and re-

questing feedback as to what trains members would be able to contribute, went out late.  I have been hav-

ing major problems with my email system.  When I eventually sent my mail to Glynn for distribution, he was 

out of town and not able to send it out immediately. And when he did send it out, using the normal news-

letter mailing channels that he uses each month, and mentioned this on the Whatsapp Chatgroup, half the 

members complained that they had not received it.  And despite my request through the newsletter early 

in the month to “Please reserve the date!!”, I received far more apologies from people that had something 

else on that day, than those who were able to attend.  The response was really pretty poor (only four oper-

ators and two yardmasters), and so we decided as committee to postpone the event, give more notice, and 

rather run a decent ops session later…  So please look out for notification of the new date! And then diarise 

it!!  But it won’t be happening soon – likely only end of May…. Sorry….  

Club Communications 

Here’s a reminder again about the various club communication media:  our newsletter, our Website, our 

Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, and occasional general email correspondence… 

A link to the newsletter is emailed to members each month.  You can then read the newsletter on the web-

site, or download and print it off for yourself if you so require, merely by using the link provided.  There are 

also printed copies of all recent newsletters in the club library at Northmead (in a bright Blue File).  You are 

welcome to take copies from the file and read them at your leisure, but please bring them back and replace 

them in the file once you are done with them.    

All club members with a smartphone should join the club’s Whatsapp Chatgroup, which is administered by 

Niel Wilson.  To do so, just send a message to Niel Wilson at 078-305-5248, and he will happily add you.   

And then our Facebook page...  Log on to your Facebook account (you need to be a Facebook member), 

and type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your homepage.  This will bring up the club’s page, and if 

you then “like” that page, you will see notifications from Facebook every time the page is updated.  

Emails are sent to club members if there is something of importance or urgency that you need to be noti-

fied about.  So please ensure that the club always has your latest email address. 

Large Scale Model Railways 

If you have an interest in larger scale model railways, and are prepared to travel to indulge your interest, 

there will be a 5 day exhibition of Gauge 1/G Scale in George (Southern Cape) from 14th to 18th December 

(setting up on 12th and 13th), at the Outeniqua Railway Society.  As featured previously in this newsletter, 

the Railway Museum in George alone is well worth a visit, and the Outeniqua Railway Society’s own HO 

layout (remember the Red Devil crossing the Kaaimans River Bridge?) will also be in operation at that time.  

http://www.tgmte.co.za/
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My Operations Adventures – Vol. 7 (Track Warrant Control) 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Hello fellow ferro-equinologists.  

This article is the culmination of the last number of articles and talks about “Track Warrant Control” 

commonly called TWC. 

Scavenging off Terrence Marx’s excellent article in the January newsletter, there are a number of different 

dispatching and train control systems in use worldwide: 

 TT&TO (Time Table & Train Order) - The Timetable schedules the arrival and departure of trains and 

the meetings with other trains; 

 TWC (Track Warrant Control) - paperwork authorising a train to travel between two points between 

a certain time frame; the paperwork being given by a dispatcher; 

 ABS - running a train from a green signal to a red signal until the destination is reached; 

 CTC - The routing of trains through the use of a central control system through the use of signals; 

 “Random operation” - verbal authority is given to an engineer to travel a certain route at a random 

time; 

 Tablet system - the engineer with the tablet is the only train authorised to be moving over the 

district. All other non-tablet-holding trains must stop until they are in possession of the tablet. 

CTC: - I would love to go CTC with full signalling. The issue however is time and resources. With work and 

other personal interests, I just do not have the time to put signalling in. One must not forget that signalling 

does not just mean putting signals in and then it’s “A for away”. There are controllers needed for the signals, 

detectors need to be built, it all has to be programmed into JMRI and / or CATS (Computer Automated 

Traffic System http://cats4ctc.wikidot.com/ )! 

TT&TO: - Time Table and Train Order is another option. However, it can be very complicated and requires 

the operators to really concentrate and make some serious calculations (time wise) and decisions 

themselves. A session can go pear shaped very quickly and also if the operators spend more time working 

out if they can go or not, they soon lose interest and the enjoyment is lost. With TT&TO, the decision to go 

or not, rests almost entirely with the crew.  

However, on my layout, I have settled on TWC.  

TWC requires a Dispatcher who choreographs the movement of all the trains over the layout. The first 

trains he will take into consideration are the “scheduled” trains we spoke about in previous articles. These 

trains need to stick as best as possible to the schedule as they are required in and out of other towns along 

the right of way between Chicago and Seattle, and they have to get the cargo to suppliers on time! These 

http://cats4ctc.wikidot.com/
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are normally 1st, 2nd and 3rd class trains. Currently on my layout, 1st class trains consist of the hotshots, these 

are typically intermodal trains, then come 2nd class trains like manifests, unit grain and coal trains. And lastly, 

passenger trains like Amtrak will be 3rd class. A change from the bygone era… 

So, a Dispatcher will give preference to an intermodal train before a manifest. 

Lastly and with no class rating, are the locals and special trains. 

How TWC works, is – the Dispatcher gives “Verbal authorisation” to a specific train to move from one point 

on the railroad to another, when he (the Dispatcher) decides to. If a train crew is rude to him for any reason, 

he can keep the train parked indefinitely while on his shift. 

So never upset the Dispatcher . 

To do all of this, a number of things are needed. Firstly a 

form of communication, this can be either a telephone 

alongside the track, or a two-way radio system which is 

more in use now in the United States. On my layout 

currently, it is shouting at the crew . 

Secondly, both the Dispatcher and crew member need a 

TWC form. This form has a number of checkboxes with 

“standard” authorisations next to each block. Refer to the 

form on the right: - 

When a train of any kind needs to go from point A to point 

B, he will contact the Dispatcher and request permission. 

The Dispatcher will make a decision based on the 

information on hand to authorise the train across the layout 

as requested from the train crew.  

To use the first manifest of the session as an example, the 

crew are given a timetable detailing where their train is 

located (Stryker in this case) and the various times it should 

leave certain towns or positions. They are also given an 

instruction sheet detailing information about the train, i.e. 

what train it is and what, if anything, it does while 

traversing the railroad. 

Let us look at the instruction sheet first which is shown 

below right (next page down). 

The “M SEA-CHI” is a simplified standard symbol system used by the BNSF to tell what train it is, and from 

where, and to where it is going.  

Here the “M” stands for Manifest.  The “SEA” indicates it is from Seattle and the “CHI” indicates it is heading 

to Chicago. 
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Reading down the sheet, we get important pieces 

of information. 

 The train is a 2nd class train 

 The crew is required to clock in 10 real 

time minutes before the train is due to 

depart. 

 The crew is required to contact the 

Dispatcher 5 minutes before departure 

to request permission to leave. This gives 

enough time for the Dispatcher to “read” 

his railroad and make necessary 

decisions. Furthermore, it will give time 

for him to relay the TWC instructions to 

the crew. 

Most important in the instructions above is 

the “Mandatory stop at Whitefish” for 

switching! 

 

 

Now, to complicate things a bit, Whitefish yard trackage actually belongs to the Yard Master!!! Not the 

Dispatcher! 
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As the train approaches Whitefish, there are yard limit signs, about one to two kilometres further out from 

Whitefish yard on both sides. The Yard Master has control of the entire trackage between these two yard 

limit signs and is the Boss for that section! 

 

Basically, the yard engines can traverse anywhere between these two points of the layout without the 

Dispatcher’s permission. But let one of these yard engines go into the Dispatcher’s area, low and behold the 

wrath of the Dispatcher. And so it is the same when entering the yard, our manifest will approach Whitefish 

and stop at the yard limit. He will then contact the “Yard Master” and ask him for permission to enter the 

yard. The Yard Master will then give permission when suitable for the train to enter, and set him up on an 

arrival track. In this case, no Track Warrants are written out. 

Once the whole train has passed the yard limits, the crew will then inform the Dispatcher that the train is 

now in Whitefish and the Dispatcher knows his section of the railroad is free again for trains. 

Now, our Manifest is attacked by the yard locomotives which pull off wagons destined for the area, and add 

wagons destined for Chicago. 
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Once the Yard Master is satisfied that the work on the train is complete, he will then give permission for 

the train to depart.  DON’T!!!  Firstly, the crew will be again entering Dispatcher-controlled territory and as 

a result, must again get permission from the Dispatcher to cross his railroad. 

The crew will contact the Dispatcher and request further permission, a Track Warrant, to continue on their 

way. Again, the Dispatcher will look at his chess board (the overall layout) and make decisions from there 

and give a go ahead. 

It is not often that he will give the train a complete run through to the final destination, and there could be 

one or two more individual Track Warrants required before completing the run.  

So, say there is another train coming in the opposite 

direction, but it is some distance away. The Dispatcher 

may decide to set up a “meet” in West Glacier Park. Thus 

he will give “M SEA-CHI” permission to West Glacier Park 

only, and depending on which line, will instruct the train 

to take the siding with the other train coming in the 

opposite direction holding the main. 

Thus, the TWC would look like the form on the right. 

 The No. would be the sequence number of the 

TWC 

 Date: - Self explanatory 

 Train being our train, the M SEA-CHI 

 At Whitefish 

 Box 2 is ticked, giving permission from Whitefish 

to West Glacier Park,  

 And box 10 is ticked; telling the train to clear the 

mainline, which means – take the siding. 

 Quite important is that the OK time and 

Dispatcher initial are completed at the bottom 

and the “Copied by” details are completed at the 

bottom. 

A TW is never considered complete until acknowledged 

and signed by both the Dispatcher and crew. 
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Now! Can you believe this!!! At West Glacier Park, the President’s train from previous articles is blocking the 

main and forcing a revenue-generating Manifest train to the siding! Sounds just like real life ;-) . 

 

So, to sum up, Track Warrant Control has fitted the bill for handling the trains over my layout. Unfortunately, 

the railroad is currently without a fully-fledged dedicated Dispatcher. At the moment, the guys request 

permission verbally and I give authority based on the Chess Board. It works and the guys have lots of fun.  

If you are interested in more about Track Warrant Control, there are a number of good Youtube videos on it. 

Arguably the best is by Joey Ricardo of Track Side Scenery. His video is here: -  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hEg9cOTzW4&t=584s 

Two other good ones are as follows: - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkEYGU7CIqk&t=229s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpCsAQuWaH8&t=134s 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hEg9cOTzW4&t=584s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkEYGU7CIqk&t=229s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpCsAQuWaH8&t=134s
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On a serious note, none of my current operators are too interested in Dispatching, but if someone does 

have an interest and enthusiasm for filling these shoes, please contact me at the email address above. As 

per the image below, I do not have fancy screens with block detection and the like. Whatever we do, we will 

have to figure something out (and a quick look on the internet for a suitable image produced that to the 

right). 

Even if you are out of town, we 

can look at something like Team 

Viewer and Team Talk to keep 

communications between yourself 

and the crew. 

Possibly you are not interested, 

but have some ideas or 

experience. I would love to hear 

those thoughts and Ideas. 

Till next time, keep well and 

happy railroading in whatever 

form it is! 

Offer of Employment! 
There is a job opening available on the BNSF Whitefish Division for a 

Dispatcher! 

With No Pay.  

However, food and drink is provided  

Job offer requirements: - 

 Put up with 10 to 12 old Farts who think they own the railroad and 
their train is more important than anyone else’s. 

 Try control these 10 to 12 old Farts and get them and their train 
over the railroad, without any cornfield meets or disasters! 

 Have a real interest in TWC and a desire to fulfil such a position on 
the layout. 

 Be able to work under pressure LOL. 
 
If you are interested in such a position, send an email to the author at: - 

glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 
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Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

 

An SAR Class 34 Diesel Body on a 

State of the Art RTR chassis - Part 4 

7. Final Assembly 

Although I did momentarily allude to the final assembly of the modified LL P2k SD9 chassis I’d like to offer a 

few more tips and explanations on that aspect before we mate decoder and lights-equipped body shell with 

the motor chassis for testing and programming. 

       

Although I think you will have no problem in assembling the motor chassis in reverse order of the stripping 

we did right at the beginning, there are some aspects of parts preparation and sequence to observe – 

This is the final part of this conversion as far as my electro mechanical work goes – super detailing and paint work to 

finish off the model to show case status I will leave to other experts. Also, as I was writing part 4 I learned that the 

parts that Jan Gouws made available to me for this conversion (Body, Buffer beams with couplers and tank cowling) 

which I was hoping that he would make available to the market, will not be available from SARM unless a good 

number of enquiries are placed with them following this series? 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIMA SAR CLASS 34 

In Parts 1 & 2 we prepared the Loco chassis to improve electrical pick up and to accept the wire connections from the 

shell, which we modified to accept mounting of a speaker, LED lights and a PCB type decoder. All that now remains for 

us to do is to mate the two assemblies and program the decoder for optimal performance of the loco. 
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although they can be done later in the assembly process, they are that much easier done first. 

The first item to be assembled back into the bare chassis is the Motor in its plastic cradle. But before you do 

that, solder new (longer) orange and grey leads to the respective motor terminals, long enough to reach to 

the PCB stuck on the rear weight. Now assemble the motor back into the well in the chassis and observe 

orientation with the brushes at the front! (I assume you still have the marker on the motor made at 

stripping.) 

Next take the truck with the longer leads coming from the pickup and confirm that when holding it in the 

correct assembled position at the front end, the red wire is on the right proving that it is the front truck. As 

it is a major operation to get to these wires’ attachment point inside the truck, I chose to inline-splice an 

additional length to each wire, again so that it can reach the PCB to be stuck on the rear weight. Now we 

can fit both trucks after inserting the prop shafts, then feeding the pickup wires from the rear truck through 

the rear weight and fastening same with the original screws. The wires from the front truck pickup we feed 

through holes in the motor cradle.  

   

To make the electrical connections between Body Shell, that has all the electronics installed, with the 

chassis, that houses the pickups and the motor drive, we need only 4 wires Red/Black and Orange/Grey 

from the decoder harness to connect to the chassis. As is my custom to facilitate easy separation of the 

shell from the chassis (the body still needs to be detailed, decaled and painted) I made up a PCB from Vero 

board of 6 traces wide and 5 holes long and fixed it to the rear weight with CA. Solder the pickup wires 

from each truck to the outside traces and the corresponding motor feed to the next inside trace. That way 

we can first solder a small piece of wire across the two respective traces to connect pickup direct to motor 

feeds (don’t forget to remove them later) and then test run the chassis assembly on Analogue DC. 

Now I used the tank cowling as a rest to lay the body on its side next to the chassis with the opening 

towards the chassis, then trimmed the 4 decoder leads to the minimum length to reach the PCB when the 

body is fitted, and soldered the decoder leads to their respective traces on my PCB to match the existing 

colours, and at the same time removed the jumper wires we fitted for the ADC test. Now we’re slipping the 

body on the chassis, making sure that none of these or any other wires get anywhere near any moving 

parts like flywheels or prop shafts, and also making sure there is also no wire pinched between shell and 

chassis metal.  
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With the shell firmly clipped in place insert the body-fixing screw before slipping the tank cowling on and 

securing it with the original screw for that purpose. NOTE: both these screws need only be homed in their 

holes - NOT tightened! 

    

That concludes the electromechanical work and unless you prefer to do the detailing and painting now the 

unit is now ready to be test run on DCC with Sound to determine what needs to be tweaked through 

programming for optimum performance. 

8. Programming and Testing  
 

As programming DCC decoders, and particularly Sound Decoders is rather complex, and depending on 

make and vintage even more so, unfortunately I can in this chapter only deal with the most basic aspects, 

and even then I  must assume that you have the knowledge how to programme a CV on your DCC system. 

However I recently have started a short course on programming which offers you an opportunity to get up 

to speed with the subject matter. Last but not least, I also assume that you get your decoder from a vendor 

who, like myself, offers a comprehensive service of loading (where applicable) the decoder with the correct 

project and then pre-programmes the common CVs and tweaks it for you after installation is complete.      

        

Now don’t let above-said discourage you – the more intricate programming mainly applies to the cab light 

that was together with the marker lights a requirement set only after I started this conversion. More 
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specifically the specification given to me for the Cab light is that it should operate prototypically but like the 

head lights in models be automated since MRR’s always forget to switch on services as the real driver 

would! Another reason why the Cab light was wanted is that the crew though visible from close-up is 

clearly visible from a distance when the cab light is on. 

To setup a function to operate an on/off light switch would not be a problem and would mean simply to 

assign an available function button (F12) to a given output wire (green) and with the manufacturer’s 

programming device you are guided by graphics to the desired result. However the automation now 

requires that F12 is to illuminate the cab when the loco is standing, but extinguish it when the loco is 

moving, but only after 3 sec have elapsed since start up. Conversely when the loco comes to a standstill the 

cab light must come on again but only 1 sec after the speed is zero! Again this is easily done with the 

graphics in the LokProgrammer, however because this involves programming via indexed CVs it requires 

some expert knowledge to program these CVs if a LokProgrammer is not available.  

             

Except for the Cab Light everything is pretty much factory standard as it came programmed in the selected 

Sound Project 74476. However to make this loco move the way I want it to move I had to tweak certain 

standard CVs to experience values as follow (others are left at factory default): 

CV56 = 0 Then put on 1m clear track that is live, and press F1. Loco will take off for about 50cm and decoder 
will calibrate BEMF settings automatically! 

CV01 = Ad02 = two digit address = 34(or your choice based on cab number) 

CV03 = Acceleration delay = 50 

CV04 = Brake effect = 36 

CV05 = 255 Default (reduce if loco goes too fast) 

CV06 = 88 Default (reduce same % if CV05 reduced) 

CV29 = Configuration = 02/34 (I do never allow analogue conversion and operate only in DCC, 34 if address 
programmed is bigger than 128) 

CV63 = Master Volume < 96 = 75% of default (in a club or show environment I may go higher) 

 To see the end result in motion, go to my YouTube channel at…. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=724BO1fPQ54&feature=youtu.be                                             

John Burkhardt  2018.02.28 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=724BO1fPQ54&feature=youtu.be
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AMRA WA Branch Inc. Modelrail 2017 

by Shane Brinkley (our International Correspondent based in Perth!) 

The last weekend of November 2017 saw the AMRA WA Branch Inc. hold their Modelrail 2017 Open Day. 

The Western Australian Branch of the Australian Model Railway Association (AMRA) is also the group who 

organise the annual model railway show at the Claremont Showgrounds which I wrote about a few months 

ago. 

As per the flyer handed out at the open day, the club has one of the biggest and most well-equipped 

clubrooms in Australia.  The premises house 14 layouts in two layout rooms and one garden layout outside!  

These layouts are of various scales, including HO, N, OO, O, S, Sn31/2  and G scale (live steam and radio 

control). 

The layout themes are just as varied as the scales. There are British, Australian, European, American as well 

as Thomas & Friends themed layouts. 

The day ran from 10am through to 4pm and to help raise funds for the club, a gold coin donation was asked 

for on entering the premises! This is a term used by the Australians for fund raising, denoting that a $1 or 

$2 donation can be made as these coins are somewhat golden in colour, similar to the colour of the centre 

piece of the South African five Rand coin. 

They also had refreshments on sale with the standard Aussie sausage sizzle as it is known - basically a beef 

sausage in a hotdog roll. South Africans would do it properly and have decent Boerie Rolls on sale! 

Unfortunately for them, they don’t realise that decent boerewors can be bought from the Kalahari Shop 

here locally! 

On entering the club’s premises, there was immediately a feel that these guys are big British rail fans as the 

first layout you see is called Haltwhistle and is a typically sceniced British layout. One very nice touch to the 

layout was a flyer with a 

short story of the layout 

and the prototype origins 

and location etc. It was 

compiled to read like a 

tour guide was leading 

you through the layout. 

 

The view along the front 

of the Haltwhistle layout: 
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The back half of the 

layout: 

 

Has a nice sized 

staging yard. This 

layout is a DC 

analogue layout. 

 

 

 

 

 

As I mentioned, a flyer with a story of the layout was available. A short extract from the flyer to accompany 

the following 

picture read as 

follows: “… the 

Parish Church of St. 

Thomas and the 

Lost Souls. Built in 

the 13th Century it 

has served the 

village and the 

district faithfully for 

over 700 years. As 

you can see, the 

church is lit up and 

gives a nice warm 

welcoming feeling 

to its parishioners 

and visitors alike. In 

the graveyard you can see the family grave of the Mill owner’s family, a rather splendid affair. Notice the 

new grave of a recent burial – old Josiah Parsons, the village cobbler, sadly missed, as is Mrs Emily Entwistle, 

the baker’s mother, she was 94 years young. It is her grave that is now being dug. …..” 

It was a rather nice idea to have this story of the layout accompany it. It gave a feeling of history and activity 

to the layout. 

 



 

Page 17 of 37 

 

The following two shots were of the far end of the layout depicting the nearby countryside and farmlands: 
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Moving on into the building, you come 

across the Ossie Gulley and Durham Town 

layouts. The first is an HO layout and the 

other an N layout. These are both labelled 

as “U-Drive” layouts – meaning that you 

have the chance to control the train around 

the layout. The kids of course love these, as 

for the open day both had Thomas trains to 

control and the HO layout had a couple of 

Thomas’ friends as well.  

As these layouts are mainly aimed at the 

kids, they are both analogue layouts with 

robust controllers. 

It is amazing to see how the little ones love 

running the trains and some of them even 

try explaining the workings of the layout to 

their parents! 

 

 

 

The next large layout was the “Valentine Run” layout. This was labelled as being HO American, however the 

one train running on it when I saw it was headed by an Australian Diesel locomotive. 
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Two other layouts on display were two that were also at the Claremont show a few months ago. These were 

the Sons of Gwalia and the Ansbach layouts. The first was a Sn31/2 layout of the logging activities around a 

mining operation. The wood was used to fire up the steam generators of the mine. The Ansbach layout was 

a European layout that is still being completed by the club. It was donated to them by someone and was 

unfinished at that time. 
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Something I have not seen much of in my time of being involved in the train hobby is O Scale trains. The 

layouts are pretty big and the details need to be pretty intricate to get a good level of realism. The following 

couple of pics just give you a hint of what the Ebford Regis layout is like: 
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The last large layout was the Western Ridge layout. This is an N Scale layout. It is DC and the controls are 

wireless controls custom built for them. They are slightly bigger than a garage remote control and the layout 

has three sections controlled by three different controllers. 
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I unfortunately did not take any pictures of the outdoor G-scale layout as that somehow slipped my mind.  

The one other 

interesting layout that 

the club had was a 

small HO switching 

layout (seen left) which 

they use as a shunting 

puzzle to test their 

guests for the day. It 

has three sidings and 

then they randomly 

pick a few cards which 

tell you the order of the 

train you must make up. 

The length of the tracks 

dictate how many 

coaches you can move 

at any one time and the 

loco cannot move past the signal until the train has been correctly assembled. It was quite a challenge to do 

it in as few moves as possible but it was good fun. The public enjoyed it too as there was constantly 

someone waiting to give it a try!  

On the whole, the event looked like it was fairly well attended through the day. I managed to get there just 
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after lunchtime, so the main rush of people had passed, which made it somewhat easier to get to see the 

layouts in detail and have a chat to the various club members. 

 

EMRIG Swap Meet March 2018 

By Brian Dawson 

The latest Swap Meet was held just this past weekend – Saturday 3rd March.   According to our records, this 

was the BIGGEST SWAP MEET EVER, with 74 tables booked (and we even had to turn away a couple of last-

minute trader enquiries, due to space constraints and a cut-off date for entries and table orders!), and with 

18 traders participating.  And this DESPITE the fact that this Swap Meet coincided with Hobby-X Gauteng at 

the Dome.  A number of our faithful traders chose to come to Benoni rather than exhibit at Hobby-X, which 

we felt was a bit of a feather in the Swap Meet cap!  

Although the attending crowd of would-be buyers was maybe not as big as we had hoped for, most of the 

traders we have spoken to reported that it was a good day for them, for which we are very grateful! 

The “usual” crew of willing helpers, with a few new faces, pitched up at the Mall at 06h30 to start setting 

out the tables in anticipation of the early arrival of the traders.  And to our surprise, “Dick The Tree Man” 

was there even before us, ready and waiting to get in!!!... 

Fortunately we had had the foresight to make up 10 additional 

tablecloths, and also to get the older ones laundered ahead of the 

Swap Meet (well, actually, Margaret Wynne did all the work, 

purchasing the material and hemming the new cloths, and getting 

numerous quotes and then getting the old cloths washed and ironed!, 

and stored in their convenient new [wheelie!] storage bins! – thank 

you, Margaret!!), so that once the tables were out and covered, 

everything looked really smart!!  Mia van Breda went around 

straightening up cloths after some of us guys slung them over the tables, and we realised once again just 

how good it is to have the feminine input into the club these days! 
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With only one “Chief in Charge” directing 

the table placements, all went well this 

time, the rest of the “labourers” putting 

them where Kobus told them to, working 

off the layout plan that Niel had 

prepared….  No confusions at all… 

And then when the rest of the traders 

arrived, the crew were there to assist them with bringing in their trollies and boxes and bins full of wares.  

Some of the traders were even offered tea or coffee… 

And all the work was done with a smile and lots of 

happy banter!  You really are such a nice bunch of 

guys and gals to work with! 

Then it was time for some of us to set up trains on the layouts inside Station 23, so that there was activity 

for the passing public to come in and view (as well as live track on which prospective buyers could test out 

locos they intended buying [Mervyn is always very obliging, allowing prospective buyers to take a loco “on 

appro” and check it out on the layout]).  And some kids even got to run a train or two on the Dulez analogue 

layout, which is at a better height and more “child-friendly” than the DCC 

layout…  

Fortunately, there are some handy ATMs in the Mall, and some club 

members were 

seen topping up 

their wallet 

contents ahead 

of the spending spree… 

As always, the bargain-hunters were queued up 

around Mervyn’s tables waiting for the moment 

(at 09h00!!!) when the covers were lifted and the 

stock was revealed.  I think we have all come to 

realise (through experience!) that if you see a 

bargain item (in which you are interested) on the 

table, you need to impulsively grab it there and 
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then! If you don’t, someone else will quite possibly do so while you walk off and make up your mind later, 

and when you come back to buy it – it’s not there anymore….!! There was some pretty frenetic buying going 

on for the first hour at least, whereafter things started to quieten down a bit.  But there seemed to be 

trading going on until packing-up time at 12h00. 

And then the willing crew was there again to do all the hard work, assisting the traders to take left-over 

stock to their vehicles, packing away the tables and cloths and tidying up.  Fortunately for us the Mall’s 

cleaning staff get to wash the floors afterwards, but we honestly left them with very little to do.  Once all 

the work was done, it was time for a quick team-photo, and then a relaxing cup of tea for some before time 

to head off home. 

Well done and Thank You to Margaret 

and Kobus for a very well-organised 

Swap Meet, particularly given that this 

was their first attempt in this new 

portfolio!!  Colin TT was most pleased to 

only have to arrive “as a trader” in good 

time to set up his table, and then 

actually run a loco on his demo-track – 

first time he’s run a train since the last 

Swap Meet in December – rather than 

to have to be there “at sparrows” to 

marshall the troops as he has had to do 

for so many years past. 

And a great big thank you also to all the willing labourers who assisted to make it another very successful 

Swap Meet!  Especially Antoinette and Dawn and Mia who ran the EMRIG table (where almost R1400 was 

raised selling magazines, club memorabilia and 

some donated model train items left over after the 

Auction at the AGM earlier this year).  Ash, Bob, 

Brian, Carl, Colin TT, David, Glynn, Hansie, Jan, 

Jimmy, Johan, JohnH, Kallie, Kobus, Niel, Peter, Ron, 

Terrence and Theuns (and maybe some others that 

we have omitted?) all also assisted in some way.  

Jan collected the money from the traders, ensuring 

that everyone (including club members!) paid for 

their tables.  I expected that he would do this “up-

front”, before things got busy, but he very 

sensitively waited until the frenetic first hour of 

trading was over, before going to collect the dues, 

once things were a little quieter for the traders, and once the traders had actually earned some money with 

which to pay him!!  

And at the end of the day, everything was back in place, the stacks of tables waiting to be collected by the 
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hire company on Monday, the tablecloths still clean and folded and back in their storage boxes, the Mall 

concourse tidy and the furniture returned to its place, and even the dirty tea / coffee cups in the club’s 

kitchen washed and dried and packed away by some kind angel! 

Well done, EMRIG!! 

 

From the Past - Firing at Sydenham  

Reminiscences by Geoff Hall 

Editor’s Note: I asked Jean Dulez if he would write some more articles for our newsletter, seeing as he has 

taken a break for a while now. Jean is also a member of the Railway Society of Southern Africa, and has 

very kindly been sending me copies of their On Track Newsletter, suggesting that if I was short of material I 

could use articles from their newsletter, with due acknowledgement. I am sure that most of us who have not 

actually operated a real prototypical steam loco would love to know what it was like to be part of that by-

gone lifestyle…. So I have “lifted” the following article from the February 2018 edition of On Track, 

Newsletter of the RSSA’s Reef Branch, describing the life of a SAR Fireman on board a Garratt in the 1970s….  

I am sure that, like I did, you will find it absolutely fascinating!    

 

At Sydenham Depot, Port Elizabeth, the Class 15AR had long been used on the trains to Klipplaat and Graaff 

Reinet. They were popular and mostly free steaming, but after diesels arrived in Natal most of their Garratts 

GMAM were transferred to the Cape Midland Region in the latter half of 1975. This would eliminate the 

necessity for double heading on heavy trains. 

I think this was the first time that Garratts had worked from Sydenham, so it would take some time before 

the crews would be familiar with them. With a mechanical stoker they should have made the fireman’s job 

easier. However, observance of the fire was critical, as problems could soon develop if the coal was sent to 

the wrong area in the firebox. The mechanical stoker has five jets which could be adjusted to give optimum 

coverage of the grates to provide enough steam. Generally more coal needed to be blown towards the back 
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and into corners.  If too much was blown under the brick arch this would lead to poor steaming. 

Cleaning the fire on a GMAM could prove difficult. Although there were steam-operated rocking grates, 

these locomotives were fitted with only one drop grate situated in the middle of the firebox, and it took a 

mighty effort to manoeuvre large clinkers through this gap.  If there was still a lot of fire in the box the rake 

would sometimes soften and bend and had to be taken out to be straightened and cooled. To cool rapidly 

the use of the spray pipe was quickest, but this was hot water and not so effective. Eventually the fire would 

be cleaned, but it would take longer than the time allowed. 

I will go back now to the start of the trip. It was imperative to load as much coal as possible into the bunkers. 

The normal capacity of a GMAM was 14 tons. At both sheds that I worked at, Sydenham as a fireman, and 

Vryburg as a driver, the same procedure was followed to try and increase that amount. The trick was to load 

as much coal as possible into the bunkers and, if the fireman still had the energy, to put a good amount into 

the firebox by hand using a shovel. Next the mechanical stoker would be put in reverse to fill up the trough. 

This was strictly taboo as it could result in undue pressure on the stoker engine driveshaft which could 

break. One had to carefully gauge when to stop. When there was a squealing noise from the stoker’s worm 

screw the steam was shut off…. Before we departed from the shed we would go back to the coal stage to 

top up! 

On the Klipplaat / Graaff Reinet route, at Uitenhage we would visit the shed to get a bit more coal aboard, 

even if this could result in a few minutes late departure. More than once on a south-bound train (less coal 

consumed) we would draw alongside another north-bound Garratt that was running low on fuel and 

together with the other fireman shovel some coal across, being careful that we had enough ourselves for 

the remaining distance!  

Only on one trip can I say that I was really concerned as to whether we would reach Klipplaat and face the 

indignity of failing in the section to cause a huge delay, with the driver having to write a report. Once on the 

Cape Town passenger train there was next to nothing at Mount Stewart, the last station before Klipplaat. I 

just hoped we would get a clear path. The driver never slowed down and we were running at full pelt. The 

driver warned me not to miss the tablet. He was a particular fierce character and would probably have 

murdered me had I missed it! I had never been that fast through this station.  I caught the tablet and we 

were able to reach Klipplaat, but there was not a single lump of coal remaining. We just made it to the shed. 

What a relief. 

Of course it is always easier to travel on a steam locomotive in daytime as the smoke can be better 

observed. Ideally it would be a light shade and anything darker means too heavy firing, although this would 

be more acceptable for lineside photographers. (See Below). 

About the hardest job at Sydenham was the daily Port Elizabeth to Graaff Reinet passenger train. This 

departed at 19.30 and was due at its destination at 06.45. On a Friday night this train was heavier than 

normal and there was a suburban set to be detached at Uitenhage.  

If one stood between North End and Sydenham stations there was a deafening roar as the train went past. 

At Uitenhage the suburban set was detached and we would take water, shake the fire and take on more 

coal. We were only allowed 19 minutes, but usually departed late.  There was a very slim chance of making 

up time. 
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Off into the night, leaving the lights of Uitenhage. We were an all-stations / sidings to Graaff Reinet, but 

some stops were just to allow crossings to take place. The only ones planned were at Glenconnor, 

Wolwefontein, and Mount Stewart. 

The sections between Uitenhage and Klipplaat were worked by the Van Schoor tablet system. This was a 

round Bakelite disc about 12cm in circumference which had the names of the stations/sidings embossed on 

it and was secured in a wire hoop that was easy to handle. The disc was inserted into a special machine and 

could be cancelled and a new one retrieved as long as the following section was clear. There was a small 

building that had to be unlocked to gain access to the machine. At staffed stations the foreman would be 

responsible for this, at sidings the guards would need to carry out this task. The fireman would jump off the 

locomotive, then meet the guard to change the tablet. While the fireman did this the driver would normally 

get the fire in order. 

Of course when the line was built it was for tender locomotives and the water columns were in line with the 

ash pits being underneath the ashpan. However with the Garratts this was not the case and we first had to 

take on water before we could move slightly and clean the fire.  At Glenconnor the water column was a real 

contraption. It had to be pulled down and held in place and a chain also pulled to start the flow of water, 

quite a mission. Most columns were fixed and one just had to turn the wheel for the water to flow and 

leave it until the tender/tank was full. 

If for some reason the Van Schoor system was out of order, telegraph order working would be put in place. 

These were A4 sheets of paper of different colours to denote specific train crossings. It could be from one 

station to another or a crossing at a siding. This system was not infallible and mistakes could be made by the 

station foreman.  I can recall this happening on the Mafeking to Vryburg line twice in the time I worked on 
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that line. Fortunately both drivers were aware of their trains approaching each other!  Viewing the latest 

“Soul of a Railway” chapter by Charley Lewis I am reminded of the two trains that collided with each other 

on the Middleburg to Bethesda road section where sadly there was a loss of life. 

One advantage of the telegraph working order is if stations are closed and there are no other trains running. 

Such was the case on a Sunday, working the 13:40 train from Klipplaat to P.E. when we were given an A 

order through to Uitenhage. The first stop after Uitenhage was Fitzpatrick’s Valley. I always wondered where 

this name came from. Probably a farmer in the district?  We continued northwards, stopping at Centlivers, 

Bluecliff, Steenbokvlakte, Kariega and then Glenconnor. We were allowed a 5 minute stop at the sidings 

really for the tablet changes, not many passengers at these small places. The line was climbing gradually but 

there weren’t any sustained gradients.  

At Glenconnor we attended to the needs of our loco and we would be fortunate if we departed “right time”. 

Our next stop would be Sapkamma, then Cockscomb, Klienpoort and then Wolwefontein, where we took 

water again. This was a tricky place to “spot” for water as this was a fixed column and the line here was on a 

curve and it was very difficult to stop exactly right. The driver might get a bit tetchy if he had to make small 

movements of the loco to get it in the precise position and in the dark it was not easy to communicate.  

On to Haasfontein, Baroe, and Mount Stewart. It was all downhill to Klipplaat and we could have a wash in 

the bucket and the fireman to close the slides in the coal bunker.  Arrival in Klipplaat was booked at 03:04 

and once in the station the loco was unhooked and we could proceed to the shed to clean fire and take coal 

and water. The crew would be quite tired now and the fireman would question his decision to make SAR his 

career! 

After departure from Klipplaat it was a long climb to Aberdeen Road where we again took water. Graaff 

Reinet was still another 2 hours away and there were stops to be made at Marais, Kendrew, Charlewood 

(take water), and finally Graaff Reinet. We would put our Skof Bliks (food tins) off at the station as the book 

off quarters (barracks) which were close by. After taking the loco to the shed, two weary railwaymen would 

walk up to the barracks, the beds never seemed so welcoming! 

The return train we worked was the equivalent to the outward working and departed Graaff Reinet at 19:15. 

Most times we arrive at GR late and I remember one time there was a school rugby team travelling on the 

train and our late arrival caused them to miss their match. 

Steam of course finished on this line in 1979 and the whole section from Klipplaat to Roesmead was closed 

in 1993.  However this line was recently opened again for a limited service of goods trains. 

 

Geoff Hall 
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At Fitzpatrick’s Valley 4092 stands in the loop crossing the PE to CT train on Nov.02.1976 

 

 

From the cab of 4107 on a PE to Klipplaat goods. Interesting to note that there are some trucks loaded with 

coal. It seems that they came down the main line to PE then went back up to Klipplaat and Graaff Reinet. I 

didn`t quite see the logic in that….  Nov.12.1977  
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Where else but South Africa. 4115 at the small siding of Marais with a Graaff Reinet to Klipplaat goods 

Aug.17.1978 

Don`t know why this was chimney-first with 4115. Most places they ran bunker-first. Chimney-first in the 

summer - they were very hot but the Voorbaai Garratts ran bunker-first due to the tunnels over the 

Montague pass. There were triangles at Klipplaat and Graaff Reinet. You could change around the tank at 

places where there were enough lines but it was a lengthy operation. For a while at Glenconnor there was 

no water and we ran a special train of tanks to this place. After we dropped the tanks off we had to run 

round the loco tank and came back chimney-first. They wouldn`t let us propel the tank back to PE which 

would have been a lot easier. 
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A GMAM takes water at Wolwefontein on a PE to Klipplaat goods train. The precise spotting for water is 

evident on this photo as the line is on a slight curve and it is not easy for the driver to see the fireman 

especially at night. 

 

Many Thanks to Geoff Hall for his wonderful reminiscences and pictures  
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By ….. nobody again this month    

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

 2018 February  Margaret Wynne (who stepped in and offered to fill the gap!) 

And Margaret challenged new member Mahendra (Ash) Pappa to write for us for March... but Ash has 
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asked for a month or two of reprieve, due to pressures at work, and says he will write for us during the 

school holidays….  

So I’m afraid that once again we don’t have a Water Tower Challenge Article this month…. 

But there is NOTHING to stop anyone from offering to write for us - anytime!!!!!!    

 

 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2018 Duty Roster till the end of April / early May. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make a plan to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 
 
Sat 3-03 Jimmy M 1 Wed 7-03 

Jan K 

2 Sat 10-03 Terrence M 2 Wed 14-03 Colin A 

3 Sat 17-03 Kobus P 3 Wed 21-03 Dave W 

4 Sat 24-03 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-03 Brian D  

1 Sat 31-03 William vdB 1 Wed 4-04 Kallie vB 

2 Sat 7-04 Johan dV 2 Wed 11-04     Bennie vdM 

3 Sat 14-04 Theuns W 3 Wed 18-04 Dave W 

4 Sat 21-04 Brian D 4 Wed 25-04 Brian D 

5 Sat 28-04 Glynn C 1 Wed 2-05 Jan K  

1 Sat 5-05 Jimmy M  2 Wed 9-05 Colin A 

 

To guys doing Key Duty, remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area is tidied up 

before you leave, as part of your duty.  ALL extension cables are to be UNPLUGGED at the wall sockets, to 

protect the layout equipment against possible power surges due to lightning. 
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Club Diary and Other Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 10th March, GFG starts setting up in Chamdor 

 Saturday 17th March, SAG meeting 

 Saturday 31st March, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 7th April, PMTC Swap Meet at Pretoria 

 Saturday 7th April, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Sunday 8th April, GFG take-down at Chamdor 

 Saturday 21st April, SAG Meeting 

 Sunday 22nd April, EMRIG Committee Meeting 

 Friday 27th April, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 6th and 7th October, The Great Model Train Expo taking place at Randburg! 

   

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – Margaret Wynne       mrwynne@icon.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (Brian Dawson taking over, under guidance of Colin TT)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – Margaret Wynne and Kobus Pelser  taking over from Colin TT 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2018 ARE NOW DUE FOR PAYMENT, PAYMENT TO 
BE MADE BY LATEST END OF APRIL 2018, PLEASE!! THEREAFTER, YOU WILL BE IN 
DEFAULT! 

IF YOU STILL HAVEN’T PAID YOUR 2017 SUBS YET, WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE NOT 
BEEN RUNNING TRAINS AT THE CLUB IN CONTRAVENTION OF THE CLUB RULES!   

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2018 HAVE NOT BEEN INCREASED – THEY ARE THE 
SAME AS LAST YEAR – R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 

 


