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Chairman’s Report – February 2018 

By Terrence Marx 

 
Greetings from the tail end of January 2018. I don't know about you guys, but the year is already moving at 
a fairly rapid clip for me. It seemed like only yesterday that we celebrated the long-haul Christmas run. 
 
Things at the club have also been moving at a steady pace and recent events of note include the AGM which 
was held on Sunday 21st January. I want to thank the members who attended and for the productive 
discussions which were held. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the braai afterwards but I hear that it 
went down well.  
 
For those who do not know, the committee has been re-elected unchanged with the exception of the post 
of Past-Chairman which has been left vacant. The new-old committee is looking forward to serving you 
again this year, but please note that your involvement in club activities and volunteering is of utmost 
importance to us. We need, and appreciate, your support in this regard. 
 
There was a general consensus at the meeting to change the shape of the layout this year and to that extent 
Niel will be looking for inspiration from you as to how this can be effected (the exact date for the change is 
yet to be determined). I want you to think out of the box in this regard, and any ideas that you may have 
will be appreciated. You may say something that opens up a whole new avenue, so get those creative juices 
flowing. 
 
We are planning to host an operating session on the club layout soon. Come along and experience this, 
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especially if you are a newbie. The feedback we get from that session will also be used to design the new 
layout shape. Brian will be the host in this regard and you can e-mail him your intention to participate. As 
far as I understand, it will happen on a Sunday. 
 
I hope that we have a great year of train running and outings this year and that it turns into a memorable 
2018. 
 
Keep those wheels rolling… 
 
Terrence 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Welcome to New Members 

This past month, three new members have signed up – Craig Beretta, Shawn van den Berg and Ronnie 

Trichardt.  Welcome to EMRIG, gentlemen!!  You should have received your “welcome packs” from our sec-

retary Margaret, so if you’ve read through them you’ll know a lot of what the club is about and how we do 

things.  We look forward to having you as active members of the club, and to see you running your trains at 

Northmead!  

Club Communications 

Apart from the obvious medium of this newsletter, this club also communicates with its members through 

a number of other means:  our Website, our Whatsapp Group, and our Facebook page, as well as occasion-

ally through general email correspondence. 

The newsletter, once it has been produced, gets uploaded to the EMRIG Website (which of course is 

www.emrig.co.za). Because of the (digital) size of the newsletter these days (generally something between 

5 and 10 MB), we do not mail physical copies of the newsletter to you – unless you specifically request that 

this be done.  Instead, every month you should be emailed a link to the latest newsletter’s location on the 

EMRIG website (a very small email), and you can then click on the link to the newsletter when it suits you 

(i.e. when you have ADSL access or unlimited access to the internet, rather than having the download 

chewing up your data unexpectedly).  You can then read the newsletter on the website, or download and 

print it off for yourself if you so require.  By going to the website, you can, of course, also access all the 

back-copies of the newsletter.  If all electronic means fail you, there are also printed copies of all the news-

letters since December 2016 kept in a file in the club library near the “kitchen” of our premises at North-

mead.  You are welcome to take that copy and read it at your leisure, but please bring it back and replace it 

in the file once you are done with it.    

The club also has a Whatsapp Chatgroup.  All members with a smartphone can (and should) join the 

Whatsapp group, which is administered by Niel Wilson.  If you are not already a member of this group, and 

wish to join it, please send a message to Niel Wilson at 078-305-5248, and he will happily add you.  Club 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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information is disseminated through this group, but there is also occasional “general interest” stuff posted 

there, although we do / should(!) strive to keep that to a minimum so that the chatgroup is kept pertinent. 

And then there is our Facebook page.  You need to be on Facebook yourself to be able to access the page.  

Log on to your Facebook account, and then type “EMRIG” in the searchbox at the top of your homepage.  

This will bring up the club’s page, and if you then “like” that page, you will see notifications from Facebook 

every time the page is updated.  

Emails are sent to club members if there is something of importance or urgency that you need to be noti-

fied about.  For this reason you need to ensure that the club always has your current email address, or an 

address of someone who will reliably pass information on to you if you do not have your own address. 

2018 Subscriptions Are Now Due 

Subscriptions for 2018 are now due for payment.  It was agreed at the recent AGM that the subscription fee 

for 2018 will again remain unchanged at R400,00 for normal membership and R600,00 for family member-

ship.  “Pensioner” members, should they feel justified in doing so, can pay a reduced amount of minimum 

R200,00.  Members unable to afford this reduced amount can approach the committee and request a fur-

ther dispensation. 

Please make payment into the club’s bank account (details are at the end of the newsletter) rather than 

paying over cash (which costs money for us to deposit!).  Jan Kruger will then issue you with your NEW (Or-

ange!) 2018 name tag by way of receipt.  Should you require a financial receipt for your payment, these too 

can be provided, just request this from Jan.   

Swap Meet in March!!! 

Yip, can you believe it – almost time for the next Swap Meet (will be upon us before the next Newsletter 

appears!)!   The Swap Meet will take place on Saturday 3rd March.  As usual, we will be requiring all hands 

on deck to assist with the setting out of tables early on that morning (probably starting at 06h30), as well as 

for many members to be running trains on all the various club layouts during the course of the morning 

(Jimmy is on Key Duty that day), and then many hands again to make light work of the packing away of the 

tables and cloths.  We also have a great reputation for assisting the traders with carting their wares in and 

out, which they really appreciate.  So we need to keep that up too.  Diarise the date so long, and make a 

commitment to come along and assist on the day (not just come and see what stuff you can buy!).    

The Great Model Train Expo 2018 

We have received confirmation that TGMTE will take place again this year at Randburg, on Saturday 6th and 

Sunday 7th October, with likelihood of setting up there on the weekend prior to the Expo, and opportunity 

to have running sessions during the week before the Expo if we want to.  From 26th February we can regis-

ter as an exhibiting Club.  Watch this space for more details as we get them, or you can keep an eye on 

their website www.tgmte.co.za.  We will be looking for assistance from Club members to transport our HO 

and N gauge Exhibition Layouts to Randburg and to set them up there, and then again to break down and 

return everything to NMM after the Expo.  We will also be setting up a roster of members willing and able 

to run DCC trains (both gauges) at Randburg over the course of that weekend.  

http://www.tgmte.co.za/
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EMRIG Operations Sessions…. 

Last month in the newsletter we ran an article in which Brian Clark suggested  that we run an operations 

session on our layout at NMM, and he provided a provisional ops schedule that we could use.  This was 

again promoted and discussed at the AGM, and it seemed that there was good support from the members 

present for implementing the idea.   

Accordingly we will now hold our first Operations Session at NMM on Sunday 25th February using BrianC’s 

schedule!!  Please reserve the date!!  Watch out for email and Whatsapp communication in this regard!  I 

will be asking members to commit to being there, as we work out the logistics, and work out what we need 

to bring along…  Looking forward to seeing you there!... 

 

THE EMRIG ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND SOCIAL 

 – 21 January 2018. 

Report and photos by Margaret Wynne 

 

  
Glynn waits patiently for the Meeting to start The registration table with relevant documents  

Sunday 21 January was a glorious sunny day, just right for an AGM and braai!! This year we broke with 

tradition and, instead of Colin T-T being the host we went to the Scout camping area at Arrowe Park, which 

fronts onto the picturesque Homestead Dam, with birds and fish (didn’t see these, though) aplenty. 

It was thanks to Glynn Chamberlain and his Scouting connections that we obtained permission to use the 

facilities. On the Friday Margaret and Glynn met at the Hall to check where everything was. It was just 

perfect – clean, with chairs, tables sufficient for our needs, a kitchen and fridge, and spotless toilets. The 

grounds are special too, plenty of grass, willow trees at the water’s edge for shade, and a built-in braai area. 
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BEFORE: These braai facilities looked promising and AFTER: Cooking up a storm!! 

  

  

THE BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDS OF ARROWE PARK THAT FRONT ONTO HOMESTEAD DAM 
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About twenty-five members attended the AGM, and quite a number of wives and partners came too, opting 

to sit outside under the trees whilst “train business” matters were discussed in the hall. 

Terrence Marx, our Chairman, opened the meeting on time and, whilst leaving time for discussion, did not 

allow much ‘waffle’ so we got through all the items by 12:00. 

I can record here that the Committee remains unchanged – the 2017 committee has been unanimously 

elected to serve another year. They are: 

Terrence Marx (Chairman), Brian Dawson (Newsletter Editor), Jan Kruger (Treasurer), Niel Wilson (Layout 

Manager), Margaret Wynne (Secretary), David Wynne (Publicity), Glynn Chamberlain (Website Manager). 

Brian will also organise a calendar of Events and Visits, and Margaret will undertake the organisation of the 

Swap Meets, together with Kobus Pelser.   

After the meeting, willing guys went out to get the braai fires going, whilst the auction of donated items 

was held at 12:30. Jan kept a record of who bought what ….roughly R2 400 was collected for the club funds. 

  

Auction of donated items: Terrence organised all the items into LOTS. This way prospective buyers could see exactly what they 

were getting 

 

A huge thankyou to everyone who brought salads and puddings to share – there was so much, we ate 

extremely well, as you will see from the pics below! 
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A delicious braai lunch, followed by scrumptious pudding! 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s Report for 2017 as Presented at the 2018 AGM 

Written and Presented By Terrence Marx 

2017 has been a year of profound change in EMRIG and saw the changing of the guard as far as the 

management of the club was concerned. Colin TT decided to step down as chairman at the January 2017 

AGM, but stayed on in the post of Past-Chairman for 2017 to facilitate a smooth hand-over. 

A new committee was elected which saw myself, Brian, Jimmy, Jan, Niel and Dave join the two war-horses 

of Glynn and Colin on the committee. 

Swap Meets  

Four very successful swap meets were held last year and the feedback from both the mall management and 

the dealers was generally positive. Thank you to the regulars who regularly assist with set up - your 

assistance is always appreciated. Our swap meets are by far the biggest in Gauteng and probably the biggest 

in the country. The mall is always busy on those days and the support from the modellers is one of the 
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reasons why Northmead Mall is so generous to us. 

Finances 

Club finances are in a good shape and there were a number of small items purchased made which can be 

seen around the club. These include UT5 panels, Cameras, 6 chairs for the tea / lunch table etc. 

We still have a number of EMRIG mugs, badges and shirts in stock for those members who do not have any. 

Please contact Jan our treasurer if you would like to purchase any of these items as they will be collector’s 

items in a few years’ time. 

EMRIG had two major expenses in 2017. The first was the purchase of a JMRI Raspberry Pi system which 

was introduced during March/April 2017. This system makes it possible for the members to run trains 

without having to spend money on throttles. The use of a cell phone is a major boost for the newbies as an 

entry level throttle costs well over R1300-00 today. The system has proven popular with the members. 

The second major expense was the construction of the new bridge module. This involved scrapping the old 

module and completely redesigning and building a new one. The bridge was installed during the work party 

session and special mention needs to be made of the work done by Colin TT, Jimmy, Kobus, and Niel for the 

design and construction thereof. The new bridge does look and work a lot better than the old one we had. 

The committee placed a large sum of money on fixed deposit at the beginning of the year, and this was a 

good thing as there was an attempt at a swindle by some idiot soon after we changed the banking details. 

We hope to be able to keep adding to this nest egg in future and urge following committees to do the same. 

Club membership reached 45 members this year and it is always great to have new members join. We are in 

serious need of younger members and it is noted that our hobby has to compete with other electronic 

formats and hobbies. Much work is done on Saturdays by the club members as far as our visitors are 

concerned and I want to thank you all for opening the hobby up to them.  

A number of new members have been added to the duty roster and if there are any other members who 

wish to be part of it, please feel free to speak to Margaret in this regard. I wish to thank the duty members 

for their work in 2017 especially for the fact that things went so smoothly. 

Mid-Year SGM  

A mid-year SGM was held in August to sort out problems which had cropped up in club management and at 

that meeting I took over the seat of Chairman. The meeting was frank and candid and the air on a number 

of issues was cleared. I wish to thank the members who availed themselves to attend and for the way in 

which the meeting was held. There were a number of sensitive issues on the table which were amicably 

settled.  

At the same meeting Margaret Wynne was elected as Secretary and I wish to apologise to the rest of the 

committee, but I have to make special mention of the sterling work she has put in since. She has been a 

breath of fresh air and has made a huge difference to the club with her fresh personality and can-do 

attitude. Members just need to look at the library and the kitchen area to see examples of her handiwork. 

Her behind-the-scenes performance far outshines the work I did as Secretary and she has set the bar high 
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for the next incumbent. Thank you, Margaret, for your excellent efforts.  

Club Maintenance 

We had a very successful maintenance day, and a number of pressing issues were dealt with including the 

levelling of modules, checking of wiring, and replacing the old bridge with a new one. A lot of junk was 

thrown out and equipment was catalogued and stored under the layout. I wish to thank the members who 

were present on the day. If my memory serves me correctly, we closed up at about 15:00. Judging by the 

noise, everybody had fun.  

A subsequent ad hoc maintenance session was held on December 26 where niggling issues were dealt with. 

Thanks to the 3 gents who volunteered to come in at short notice to assist. There will be another 

maintenance session later this year – date to be confirmed. 

I note too that the HO exhibition layout has been very active this year and I want to thank the members 

who took the time to run trains on that layout. It is vital that when public walk past the windows, they get 

to see the trains in action up close. Thank you, gents. 

I also want to take this time to express my gratitude to the best mall management team in the world. 

Northmead Mall has been superb in their acceptance of EMRIG in their mall and I wish to extend my sincere 

appreciation to Tamara, her staff and the security staff for having us there. For the sake of transparency, I 

need to mention that the committee was given notice in April 2017 of the possibility of us vacating our 

premises in May as there was serious talk of tenants taking over not only our space, but also the space 

upstairs. We were, to quote a military phrase, at DEFCON 3. Luckily the whole deal fell through and we 

never had to take the matter any further. The committee at that stage thought it prudent to not discuss the 

situation with the club members until such time as the request to vacate was officially served on us.   

Club Communications 

The Club newsletter has grown in leaps and bounds over the last year. It has grown steadily larger under the 

hand of Brian Dawson and I want to thank him for the work that he puts in, preparing it for dissemination 

each month. I look forward to receiving my copy and seeing what articles there are in it. Similarly, I wish to 

thank all the contributors for the time and effort they put in to their articles. Our newsletter is certainly the 

biggest in the country and we can be proud of it. I urge those who have not yet contributed to it to find 

something to write about and to let Brian have the article. Pulling it right for publication is easy; Brian will 

willingly assist you in that regard. 

The changing of the guard saw many new innovations, one of which was the introduction of an EMRIG 

Whatsapp group run by Niel and Shane (all the way over in Australia). The group has been a successful tool 

in initiating conversation between the members and disseminating information about events. There was 

only one occasion that I had to step in as a “self-appointed Super moderator” and end a conversation.  

In a similar vein, the Facebook page has grown as well and we are fortunate that we reach well over 2000 

people when we advertise the swap meets. We hit a peak when photos of Garrets on Colin’s layout were 

viewed by 4000 people worldwide. Thanks to Glynn for maintaining the page and carrying the costs of the 

Facebook swap meet advertising. 
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Donations 

The club received several donations during the past year from members of the public. So much so, that 

there will be an auction after this meeting where we will be selling off some of the items as they are not 

being used and they are taking up space in the clubhouse. The official club trains also grew this year with a 

donation of seven brand new freight cars from Rikus aka The Marklinist. Nico Smit donated several fire 

extinguishers to the club and we are now “fire proof”. The fire extinguishers are situated around the layout 

in case of an incident, but will hopefully never be used. 

In Fin 

There are a number of things that I would have liked to have touched on but this is not meant to be a State-

of-the-Nation address so I will end off here.  

It would be remiss of me if I did not thank the club members for the faith you put in this committee for 

2017. It was a difficult year in some aspects but generally we enjoyed working for you.  

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank the committee for the work which they did in 2017. We 

came out of a 9 year comfort zone in which Colin ran the club and we were passengers, and it was with a 

sense of apprehension that we took over. The committee did an excellent job. It is easy for a chairman to 

work with a committee where the members are on top of their game.   

 

My Operations Adventures – Vol. 6 (Locals, the “destroyers of 

train schedules”) 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

I once again find myself apologising for skipping a month with this series of articles. It however allowed two 

things to happen.  Firstly, Terrence published an article that I quite honestly did not want to write due to the 

length and complexity of describing all the facets of model railroad operations such as Operating rules, car 

forwarding systems and the like. It is a fantastic article and should be used as a reference of the whole 

subject of operations. Secondly, and more importantly, work over the holiday period made it stressful and a 

challenge to get to write this article. Sometimes the planets do not align. Now, let’s get back to this month’s 

article…..  

If we go back to the December newsletter, I spoke about scheduling the trains and eventually putting a plan 

together on when and which trains could traverse the layout. If this was the be all and end all of scheduling 

trains, the world would be a simple and lovely place to be.  But you all know that this is not so. 

Something that is not normally scheduled on a timetable is the good old “Local”.  This animal of the railroad 

can often destroy the best laid schedule. On my layout, there are two “Scheduled” manifest trains, one 

arriving from Seattle (off layout) going to Chicago (off layout) and vice versa. What these two trains do is 

travel the railroad from Chicago (for example), stopping at various “key” towns along the route, dropping off 
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wagons from industries in Chicago destined for all the industries along the route to Seattle. Also, when 

dropping off wagons along the route, they also pick up wagons destined for Seattle. 

The reason for “Key” towns is that it is simply time consuming and counterproductive for this train to stop 

at each and every town and industry along the right of way and do the switching himself. Instead of the 

journey taking 3’ish days to get from one end to the other, it could arguably take a week + if it had to stop at 

each and every town and industry. 

So, “Key” towns, normally the bigger towns along the right of way, become Classification and shunting yards 

for the “Area” around such town and can sometime extend 100 to 200 kms or more in radius. What this 

results in is the train stopping at 5 or 10 Key towns along the route instead of arguably 500 to 1 000 towns 

and industries along the route between Chicago and Seattle! 

The Key town on my layout is Whitefish, and is prototypical to the real railroad and location. Below is an 

overview of Whitefish which is the inverted teardrop in the centre. Again, prototypically with the BNSF for 

this area, Spokane in the West and Havre in the east (indicated by Blue arrows), are the next Key towns 

where the manifests would stop and leave loads or empties for the area, and collect the same for their 

destination town. 

Again, prototypically, Havre is a crew change point and was a major diesel servicing facility. In its day, there 

were large workshops, and trains would go there for major services and repairs. Today, it is scaled down 

completely and is more a refuelling and “light” servicing shop. 

 

The red circle above gives an idea of the area I model around Whitefish, with Stryker at the 10 o’clock 

position on the red circle and Browning at the 3’ish o’clock position on the red circle. The “radius” of this 

circle being approximately 130kms. 

What this all means is that manifests arrive at Whitefish to leave wagons for industries along the right of 

way in the red circle. When a manifest arrives, the wagons destined for the area are pulled from the train 

and set in the yard. Wagons that were pulled the day before from industries within the area are then 

attached to the manifest, to go on to either Seattle or Chicago. 

Once the inbounds have been placed in the yard, two switchers start attacking the wagons and start 

“Classifying” the wagons into various locals. There are five locals that operate out of Whitefish. The reason 

again is to split up the work. It would arguably take one local more time than the session and a lot of hard 
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work to switch out all the various industries along the right of way. Also, by splitting them up, it allows four 

independent operators to enjoy operating on the layout during our session. 

The five locals in question are:- 

 The Columbia Falls / Kalispell Local 

 The Eureka Local 

 The West Glacier Park Local 

 The Essex / East Glacier Park Local and finally  

 The Sweetgrass Local. 

 

To assist the switchers, the “Bill of Lading” cards illustrated alongside 

are coloured in unison with the colour I have designated for that town. 

So for instance, Essex is Blue. With reference to the card to the right, 

any wagon arriving with a Bill of Lading that is Blue is classified for 

Essex. 

To make life easier for the switchers to remember how to block the wagons, I created the below graphic 

which will eventually hang from the roof in front of them at Whitefish. 
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So, the ultimate question and where the title of this article comes from, why are Locals the destroyers of 

the Schedules? 

Locals are not normally on the Schedule for many reasons. Their departure times vary considerably based 

on how quick the yard is able to assemble them, for one. Secondly, there may not even be loads to go to a 

certain town on the day and, if it were a scheduled train, other trains would be waiting a long time. Also, 

there may be an abnormal influx of loads for a certain town, so instead of switching only 7 wagons in and 

out, today there are 11 or more, resulting in the local taking longer at the town and thus returning to 

Whitefish later in the day. 

Thus due to the above, the dispatcher has to plan “on the fly” when to move the Local over the railroad, 

and holds these local trains for longer periods at various locations to smoothly and efficiently get “ALL” the 

trains over the railroad. The dispatcher will however do his best to keep scheduled trains on time, as the 

knock-on effect to the timetable gets worse and worse as the day progresses. 

 

Above, we have the East Glacier Park Local switching Farmers Co-Op at the top left and AGM Grain and Seed 

at the top right. 

So, we only have to worry about Locals as non-scheduled trains? 

Nooooooo. There are many others… 

Trains like a ballast train bringing ballast to recondition the mainline are also non-scheduled trains. Also the 

tampers and track aligners that re-align the track are non-scheduled, as they are normally only in the area 

for a couple of weeks at a time and only return one or more years later to again do some reconditioning. 

Track maintenance trains are the worst. They can either completely block a single line for hours on end, or 

cause movement issues by closing off loops or sidings also for hours on end. 
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To add more challenges on my layout and allow operators to run more trains, I have recently created the 

CEO’s train to add some flavour.  

 

Here is the CEO of the BNSF with his train at the Essex station. This is much like the President of America’s 

“Air Force One”. The CEO causes mayhem. Here he has decided to have lunch at the soon-to-be Isaac 

Walton Inn (I’m just waiting for the kit), and his train is blocking the Mainline!  Really!!!  A dispatcher’s 

nightmare! 

Next month, I will hopefully get to what this article was going to be about – TWC or “Track Warrant Control”. 

However, I needed to explain Locals and “Non-Scheduled” trains first, and it grew longer than I expected.  

TWC, as used on my layout (loosely), is what will get our trains, both scheduled and unscheduled, across the 

layout. 

So stay tuned…. 

 

Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

My sincere apology for the hiatus but midway through writing this part of my article, taking pictures and doing the 

actual work for this install, I was challenged with a change in scope of supply to include special lighting which created 

a mammoth task for the time available and I needed the break – but I think you might enjoy the additions I’m about 

to present now, although it is not for the faint hearted DIY enthusiast! 

.  
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An SAR Class 34 Diesel Body on a 

State of the Art RTR chassis - Part 3 

4. Choice of decoder 

I believe I omitted to explain what decoder I chose for this conversion, and why. Just as well, as during the 

time it took me in compiling this article, two things occurred that greatly influenced my opinion in what 

sounds right. Firstly when at the same time I did a conversion in a Frateschi for a modeller in Pretoria he 

stated categorically that he wanted the sound of the V8 prime mover! So I googled SAR Class34 and found 

in WIKIPEDIA the PM information for all models ever imported or locally built, and table them below: 

 

Class Order Road # Build Base Base M Local F PM Cyl Asp 

  510     Man Mod Man       

          34-000 3 001-3 1971-73 GE U26C Import 7FDL-12 V12 Turbo 

  122 004-125 1971-74 GE U26C Dorbyl 7FDL-12 V12 Turbo 

34-200 50 200-250 1971 EMD GT26MC Import 16-645E3 V16 Turbo 

34-400 100 400-499 1973-74 GE U26C Dorbyl 7FDL-12 V12 Turbo 

34-500 46 500-545 1974-77 GE U26C Dorbyl 7FDL-12 V12 Turbo 

34-600 100 600-699 1974-76 EMD GT26MC Import 16-645E3 V16 Turbo 

34-800 59 800-858 1978-79 EMD GT26MC Import 16-645E3 V16 Turbo 

34-900 30 900-929 1980-81 GE U26C Dorbyl 7FDL-12 V12 Turbo 

 

As you will note, there are only 2 PM’s used, the V12 by GE and the V16 by EMD, both turbo charged but no 

V8 from either manufacturer. However ESU does carry a project in their library for a GE V8 PM and when 

we listened to that project on the PC the modeler insisted that this was exactly how he remembers them. 

At the same time, at the tail end of Elandsfontein station there by Kraft Rd  on the fly over, I was stopped in 

my car for a considerable period by peak hour traffic, and as I had the car’s roof and window open I could 

listen to a brace of 34’s shunting fore and aft right under the bridge I was “parked” on, and guess what – to 

me it just sounded like the sound file we had listened to on my PC only a day or so earlier, the significant 

feature being that each and every explosion in each cylinder was distinctly audible! 

That made me think, and instead of choosing my usual favourite for the Class 34 I decided this time to give 

the LSV4 loaded with project 74476 a try instead of that for the correct GE locomotive, the 26C – 76427. In 

other words, to interpret above tabled specs into the ESU sound library for the GE-sourced units we should 

choose project 76427 as they state that their recordings for this project came from a 7FDL-12 PM used in 

GE export models U26C, and for the EMD-sourced units we should choose project 76465 as the recordings 

for that project came from a 645E3 PM used in the GT26MC loco model. 
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Although I’m giving you all this factual bumf so that, if you wish, you can make a scientific choice I believe 

that you should rather make your choice based on your ear, after all it is you that has to listen to it most of 

the time – so choose what you like to hear, and to hell with the Db counters! 

5. Additional lights 

However before I could proceed with this decoder installation, and to add to my dilemma, I also had a 

heads-up from a fellow modeler as I did not believe that our diesels had red marker lights at the opposite 

end to the direction of travel, and as he sent me some pictures to prove his point I had to rise to the chal-

lenge.  At the same time I noticed the good work that Niel Wilson has done on the club’s blue livery unit 

and when I queried type and availability of the parts he used, Niel kindly made some available to me for 

this unit.  

       

What I’m on about here is the use of little 0603 SMT LEDs measuring only 0.8 x1.5 mm, they come packed 

individually in a plastic strip, looking like the old 8mm film, as used in PCB population robots. Unlike the 

same type of LED we used earlier for the cab light, we have to use the bare type that are not soldered to  a 

PCB strip, and we need to solder 150mm leads of lacquer insulated transformer wire directly to this tiny 

device – and we need to do 4 of them! 

IF you feel you don’t want to torture yourself with this work, feel free to leave out this section and fast 

forward to heading 6. Decoder Installation – you do need advanced solder skills on top of specialized 

equipment for soldering small electronic components.  

For connecting these lights to work correctly we need to maintain positive and negative (minus) leads, and 

for later identification I cut the positive lead about 10mm shorter than the negative lead. To solder the 

leads to the LED I stick two layers of masking tape to a fixed surface with the sticky side facing up and turn 

the LED over to stick the LED body to the masking tape and presenting the solder pads up. You will note a 

green line across the middle of the backing with a bulge in the middle which points to the solder pad for the 

negative lead. Good preparation for soldering is essential as these little critters do not only have a propen-

sity to go independent, but also like to stick to the tip of your soldering iron. To minimize this, firstly handle 

them with tweezers very gently, then smear a tiny bit of flux on the LED’s solder pads and pre-tin the pads 

by very briefly touching with the tip of your soldering iron, which you first cleaned and then melted on a 

small amount of Rosin Core solder. 
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You also need to pre-tin the wire ends after you have scraped the lacquer insulation off, dipped it in flux, 

then trim thus prepared end to 1mm length and bend it at 90 deg. Now with a cleaned and freshly tinned 

pencil tip in your soldering iron, holding the 1mm kink to the pre-tinned solder pad on the LED and again 

only briefly touch it with the hot soldering iron tip to make the solder flow. The trick here is high heat short 

contact time. If you miss, let it cool down first before you have a second go – if the LED sticks to the tip it 

probably is destroyed, the heat usually lifts the copper trace off and/or undoes the internal connection to 

the LED element.  High heat for very short time will make solder flow quickly but does not lift the trace. 

When the assembly has cooled down, test first that the solder connection is mechanically sound by gently 

pulling and bending each wire, then twist the wires together for the full length (makes it easier to handle 

later on installation), then test electrically with 12v DC (don’t forget to put a 5k6 resistor in the plus lead) – 

remember if it does not illuminate you may have the polarity wrong, so switch the leads. Tip - I did this 

electrical test repeatedly during installation of these marker lights as it can happen that through rough 

handling in installation the solder joints we made break off and need reheating. 

 

             

  

If you now have two pairs of tested working lights you can prepare the body shell for installing the marker 

lights. Both the Lima as well as the Frateschi shells have dimples cast on to simulate the marker lights, and I 

first drilled a 1mm hole as accurately as possible through the middle. The next step is to use a suitably big-

ger drill >2mm to counter sink the hole deep enough to let the base of the LED sink below the body surface. 

Remove surplus material and don’t worry about break off as we later fill it in with epoxy. 

Now we can thread the twisted wire pair through the hole and pull the LED gently into the counter sink and 

if we are happy mix some two part clear epoxy (enough to seat the 4 LEDs) and fill the cavity behind the 

LED, pull it back in and temporarily secure the wire on the inside of the shell with a small blob of Prestick, 

making sure the LED sits and is aligned as desired.  If all 4 lights are set firmly in epoxy and are still passing 

the electrical test we are ready to prepare for the decoder installation. Be prepared to have to dig one or 

more out again and redo the leads – don’t ask, I’ve got the T-Shirt! 
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6. Decoder Installation 

At the end of Part 2, I suggested that you should refer to my earlier article on the ESU LokSound V4.0 instal-

lation in a Lima body, and that still holds true if you choose not to install the marker lights. However with 

the need for the added light connections let’s go through it again with the added details which pertain to 

the assembly and installation of close-coupled speakers, 3mm LED assemblies for HL&BL, for the latter how 

to please refer to my earlier articles. We also need resistors to protect the SMD LEDs for the cab light and 

the above described marker lights. Firstly, as always, I prefer to make my wire connections on suitably 

styled Vero board and for this install I cut one with 6 horizontal traces and cropped to 14 holes long.  For 

longevity as well as equal intensity we need a resistor for each LED and in principle a 1k resistor is the cor-

rect value for any LED as we use them. However I had to experiment with the red marker light LEDs as I 

found that they are much too bright with anything lower than 5k6. 

So that we can connect the positive lead of each LED to one resistor we need to remove the copper film on 

every third hole on the one outside trace. To make it more visible I marked the location with a black pen. 

Bend each resistor’s leads so that they spread the width of the Vero board and the ends slip easily into 

holes lining up in each of the outside traces, then turn over and solder each end and trim close. With a file 

blunt all solder joints of any sharp points and edges that could hook on and damage the fine transformer 

wire to the LEDs. If you have done that correctly we now have one end of each resistor soldered to one 

outside trace, thereby electrically connected to each other on one trace, and 5 individual pads, electrically 

separated from each other on the other trace, with a free hole where we will later solder the LED’s positive 

leads. The 4 untouched traces in between we later use for the decoder’s function leads and the LED’s nega-

tive leads correctly bundled. Tip – mark the location of the resistor for the cab light for later when we sol-

der the LED leads to the Vero board.  
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We also need to prepare our speaker assembly before we can start the decoder assembly. My experience is 

that I get the best sound out of the new PAD speakers (Sugar cube) and from that the ultimate is to use 2 in 

a close-coupled arrangement – meaning that they are solidly attached to each other so that their actions 

are in parallel (nothing to do with the electrical connection – later). The width of the assembly is sliding 

neatly between the side walls of the shell, and the connecting strips are cut 1 mm wider than the speaker 

height to provide an underpass for wires that need to be routed from cab to decoder/Vero board.  

             

In every installation one should try and reduce wire length to the absolute minimum as the resulting “bird’s 

nest” can have two known devastating effects – wires touching the fly wheel reducing available motor 

torque, and/or touching the diaphragm of the speaker and killing off available sound volume! It is also my 

practice to remove any function lead not needed, but leave enough of the lead to still be able to identify 

the colour and connection point or even be able to splice a length of wire back on. To determine the length 

of each wire to still allow for some shifting of the connected components, lay out the major components 

we want to start with next to the shell and temporarily hold them in place with a blob of Prestick. 
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You will note in the picture that the speaker leads have been unsoldered from the factory supplied round 

speaker and the LEDs for HL & BL are as described in the article some months back for the install of the 

Tsunami decoder in the Frateschi, except also note that in this case it is the BL that is soldered directly to 

the Vero board, and the resistor on the HL LED is soldered at right angle to the LED, so as to later clear the 

speaker assembly. The Motor and Pickup leads are tucked out of the way with tape and the violet decoder 

lead is amputated at 10mm from the decoder.  

Start with the BL LED and its 1k0 resistor assembly and solder the negative LED leg directly to the 2nd trace 

(numbered in pic from far to near) on the Vero board and the positive lead, with the resistor to trace 6. 

Then take the blue decoder lead and the blue wire coming from the HL LED lead with the resistor in and 

trim them to length, twist their stripped ends together and solder that anywhere to trace 6 as well. Do the 

same with the white decoder lead and the white wire coming from the HL negative lead and solder that 

anywhere to trace 4 on the Vero board. Then trim and strip the yellow decoder lead and solder its stripped 

end to trace 2 to connect with the negative lead of the BL LED assembly. Lastly trim and strip the green lead 

and solder that end anywhere to trace 3.     

Next we need to connect speaker and SMD lights and again we need to do a bit of preparatory work in as 

much as we bundle all the leads from LEDs together in a suitably sized and trimmed piece of heat shrink 

tubing long enough to reach the other side of the speaker assembly as we lay it in the 1mm gap below the 

speaker assembly. I routed the 3 pairs of transformer wire through a 1mm hole that I drilled in the rear 

bulkhead of the cab directly above the center of the HL LED holder – on later observation it would have 

been better to drill the hole in the center between the LED holder and web in the body wall – and left a bit 

of a loop of wire in the cab, long enough to be able to extract the LED from outside the cab and solder an-

other onto the leads. Why would you want/need to do that? My frequently performed electrical test at 

that stage showed one marker light LED no longer coming on! Tip – when doing the electrical test mark the 

leads so that you know which to take when soldering to the appropriate pad on the Vero board. 
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Next we need to wire the speaker assembly and as the amplifier in the ESU decoders is rated at 4 Ohm im-

pedance we can wire them in parallel and as the speakers are rated at 8 Ohm each a parallel connection 

will result in a matching 4 Ohm load from the speaker assembly. You note that the assembly is done such 

that the sets of solder terminals on each speaker are located on the same side of the close coupled assem-

bly. This means that on both speakers the RH is the same polarity and so are the LH terminals. This means 

we connect RH to RH and LH to LH and then one speaker lead from the decoder to either RH, and the other 

to LH terminal. 

    

It is easier and safer to solder the leads from the SMD lights to the Vero board before sticking the bits into 

the shell. After you have made doubly sure that you have the correct wires in terms of leads to plus and 

minus on the LEDs, start with the plus for the cab light and trim it to the correct length to reach the solder 

pad next to the 1k0 resistor (marked earlier) strip the insulation, pre-tin and solder. Then trim the lead 

coming from the negative side of the cab LED to length and strip the insulation, pre-tin and solder any-

where to trace 3, to make contact with the green decoder lead that you previously also soldered to trace 3. 

That leaves us with the 4 leads from the marker lights, the two negative leads can be twisted together and 
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solder the joint anywhere on trace 2 where previously we also soldered the yellow decoder lead to. On the 

two positive leads from the marker lights strip the insulation, pre-tin and solder one each to the end of one 

of the 5k6 resistors soldered into trace 1. Now we’re left with the two pairs of leads coming from the rear 

marker lights where we trim them to length but leaving a bit of slack, but do exactly the same as with the 

ones from the cab end – the two positive leads to the remaining two resistor connections in trace 1, and 

the two negative leads twisted together and soldered anywhere on trace 4 where previously we also sol-

dered the white decoder lead to.  

 

 

We are now ready for the final installation of the wired components into the shell. You may have a pre-

ferred way to stick components into the shell but I use HOME general purpose silicon sealer – it is easy to 

apply, has a good enough grip, unwanted surplus is easily rubbed/wiped away and if you have to remove 

something for any reason it is pliable enough to prize it out again and start afresh. All that remains is to cut 

a suitable length of black insulation tape to stick over the Vero board from BL LED to decoder as well as in 

the cab, but there avoid to cover up the cab LED. TIP – be careful and gentle in choosing where to push 

down, you don’t want to have to redo any marker lights! 

As the above has already eaten up 8 pages I will conclude next month with the final assembly onto the re-

assembled chassis, programming and testing – and I shall shoot a video of the final product and post it on 

YouTube!     

John Burkhardt 2018.02.01 
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Scale and Gauge of Model Trains,  

and Which To Choose For The Newcomer 

By John Henry 

(sourced from Model Railroader, Railway Modeller, The Railway Magazine, Google and Wikipedia) 

Model trains come in many different sizes, or scales.  For those just getting started in the hobby, deciding on a 
scale for themselves or their children can be a big dilemma.  The short answer is that there is no one single 
"best" scale, of course, but there may be the best scale for you. 

What is the difference between scale and gauge in model trains? 

This is one of the most incorrectly answered questions although all of us modellers eventually cotton onto the 
correct understanding.  Just imagine the nightmare for a new modeller who must make the choice between 
1:64 and 1:160 or 1:87?  Even worse, if he has already modelled plastic models in 1:48, 1:144 or 1:72, how 
does he know what relevant scale to use in merging the two hobbies when there is no 1:72 commercial scale 
in the model railway fraternity?  And how about the difference between HO and OO, scale-wise, whilst using 
the same track gauge? 

This article will act as an introductory one to give the reader a general understanding of scale and gauge.  It 
will further ensure that all the basics of these technical words are able to be applied to commercial model 
railroad items.  A later article will articulate more on the plethora of non-commercial or non-standard scales / 
gauges for the so-called pedantic rivet counters.  (Note – a few such standards deviating from the standard 
gauge have become commercially available in limited quantities). 

“Gauge” is the measure of the distance between the rails on a real or model railroad track.  Standard gauge is 
a generally accepted rail width used in many different real or model train tracks.  The purpose of a standard 
gauge is to allow the same engines and cars to run on multiple lines. 

Full Scale Train Standards 

Real-world standard gauge is 1,435 millimeters (4‘ 81⁄2“).  Standardization makes it possible to create long-
distance high-speed lines that run between different countries or states. 

The first standard gauge railways were created in Britain during the 1860's.  Parts and cars from these lines 
were imported to the United States, so that American train lines, too, ran on standard gauge. 

Why are standard gauge railways 4 feet 8 1/2 inches wide?  The reasons are not clear. Some say that the width 
represents the width of a Roman chariot, while others suggest that it may have been the usual width of a 
horse-drawn carriage at the time.  Whatever the reasons, the gauge stuck and today, about 60% of train lines 
currently in use around the world are built to standard gauge. 

There are however, other real-world gauges which trains operate on, and the “Cape gauge” of 3’6” is very 
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familiar to South Africans and New Zealanders, as this is our “standard gauge”.  However, compared to real 
standard gauge terms, our gauge is regarded and referred to as narrow gauge.  Modelling in this gauge and 
other gauges deviating from the international standard gauge (4’ 8½“) is a topic on its own not covered in this 
article. 

Well, so much for trains in the real world which we can physically travel on or carry freight or cargo on, from 
one town to the next in full scale 1:1. 

Model Train Standards 

Most model train scales are also built to conform to a common gauge that at least approximates standard 
gauge.  This statement means that if full scale standard gauge is regarded as 1:1 then it stands to reason that 
all commercial model scale references use this as a departure point to scale down the size of the normal sized 
item to an acceptable scale, which most modellers can relate to, and are prepared to accept as a standard.   

Thus “Scale” describes the size of a miniature in proportion to its full-size prototype.  This statement is 
always true.  Thus for HO (1:78), for every full-size 78 inches, the model reflects one inch. 

There are a few commercially standardized scales for model railways but there is nothing that prohibits the 
avid and technically astute modeler from building a model to his own scale.  The scale will always be based on 
the 1:1 full size item to be modelled. 

Some commercial model scales 

You don’t have to spend much time with model trains to realize that they come in many different sizes.  
These differences are one of the things that make model trains so much fun because there are advantages 
to each size.  Let’s look at them, so you can think about which size may be best for you. 

Models of yesteryear 

Lionel Standard Gauge 

With model trains, the standard gauge can also refer to a size of model trains produced by Joshua Lionel 
Cowen (Lionel) from 1906 to 1937.  These trains were slightly larger than the O scale trains which superseded 
them and had an actual track gauge of 2 1/8".  Lionel began producing O scale trains, with a gauge of 1¼", in 
1915. 

Once the Lionel standard gauge train was introduced to the market, it quickly caught on.  In a short time, it 
was outselling the competitors.  Smaller and easier to produce than other similar model trains on the market, 
Lionel's standard gauge became popular with other manufacturers.  As the trains become more readily 
available, they became increasingly popular. 

In 1937, the Lionel company began making more accurate scale models of real trains -- and the once-popular 
standard gauge of 2 1/8” was discontinued.  Today, these original standard gauge trains are highly collectible 
and can bring big money if in good condition.  Reproductions have also been made by several companies. 
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The above chart indicates the most popular commercial scales sold internationally with highest sales and 
attendance figures at model railway shows.  It further indicates the absolute minimum radius of rails 
recommended to ensure a trouble-free movement of trains with short wheel base bogie trains or single axle 
trucks / vans / coaches / cars.  In practice, with slightly longer boxcars of 60’ and more, as well as longer 
locomotives with at least three driving axles, and to have a more prototypical look, derailments can be 
avoided by adding on two to three inches to the above radii.  Your locomotive pamphlet will advise and 
recommend accordingly.   

The length of your equipment, even more than the scale of the model, is the most important factor in setting 

a minimum radius. 

Large scale models often have compromises built-in to allow operation on some very tight curves.  The trade-
off is that they don't always look very good while doing it. 

In general, large models like scale-length passenger cars, autoracks, intermodal equipment and large steam 

locomotives will require a larger radius than short rolling stock like switch engines and "shorty" freight cars.  

You can decrease the minimum radius by increasing the distance between cars, but this compromises the 

train's appearance. 

Although there are many more scales in use than depicted above, this article will highlight the more popular 
commercial scales aimed at the entry level market. 

G - The largest model trains are collectively referred to as “large scale” trains. These big trains often operate 
outdoors on what are called garden railroads, though of course they can be run indoors, as well.  G gauge 
trains share a common gauge but are sized differently to make that gauge appear either standard or narrow.  
These very large model trains are specifically designed to be used in a garden setting.  These models are 
offered in a range of proportions, including 1:32, 1:22.5 (called “G scale”), and 1:20.  But all of them operate 
on Gauge 1 track, which measures 45mm between the rails.  If you have plenty garden space this may be 

http://mrr.trains.com/sitefiles/resources/image.aspx?item={E7634D1B-B206-40B6-B55E-38C5DAF1ACC4}
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the scale to consider.  If you like intricate detail this can be the preferred gauge of choice as the larger the 
scale, the better the application of detail. 

O - The next largest popular scale is O (1:48 proportion; pronounced “oh”).  Track in O gauge measures 1¼" 
or 32 mm between the rails.  This gauge is used for both toy (non-scale) and model trains.  This was initially 
a budget scale which became the “default” scale by 1932 after the Great Depression.  Lionel’s O scale trains 
have been produced for almost 100 years and, at their peak in the 1940s and ’50s, helped introduce millions 
of children to their lifelong hobby. 

S - The S gauge, at a scale of 1:64, is slightly smaller than HO and slightly larger than O scale.  These 

locomotives and cars, originally popularized by American Flyer, run on rails spaced 7/8" apart. Unlike their 

toy predecessors, today’s S scale models are as highly detailed as trains in other scales. 

HO – After the first World War, the manufacturer Bing introduced the first table top layout in Nuremberg 
that would be more suitable for smaller home layouts and cheaper to manufacture.  Initially clockwork 
driven, by 1924 the models were driven electrically.  Overshadowing the larger scales of G and O today in 
popularity, are models built to be approximately half the size of O scale models (that’s why they are called 
“HO” – pronounced “aitch-oh”).  HO trains, currently among the most popular available, have a track gauge of 
16.5 mm and a scale of 1:87.  These trains are 1/87 the size of their real-world prototypes, and this is the 
most popular scale for North American trains.  These scale trains are also most popular to purchase second 
hand at swap meets, making it relatively easy for entering the world of model railroading. 

OO – This English scale was popularized by the Triang Hornby trains.  The scale is 1:76 but it shares a common 
gauge of 16.5 mm with HO.  Thus, you have the common practice reference of HO/OO appearing in popular 
modelling magazines.  As an interesting aside, there was a Triang factory in Durban, South Africa, which 
produced sets for world-wide sales. 

HO/OO trains are small enough to allow a satisfying layout in a compact space, say a 4 x 8-foot 
sheet of plywood, while still being large enough to show detail.  No wonder HO/OO railroading is 
the most popular of the scales, with more than two-thirds of modellers making it their choice.  This 
popular indoor scale may be more appropriate for the beginner to consider. 

N – Arguably the most popular smaller scale, this is a relative newcomer which saw the commercial light of 
day in 1962, introduced by the Arnold Company of Nuremberg, and really started making inroads in the 
1970’s.  Rolling stock and locomotives of this size are 1/160 the size of their real-life North American 
counterparts.  Yes, you have guessed it.  N gauge shares a common track gauge of 9mm between the rails 
for its two different scales.  The European / English scale is 1:148.  The letter N is the abbreviation for nine 
mm.  N scale works well for modellers who don’t have a lot of space or who prefer to run trains through 
truly expansive scenery.  Although they are no longer the smallest scale, N scale trains are the smallest of the 
most common scales. N scale is small enough to offer continuous-running loops in a small space, yet still just 
large enough to operate, customize and maintain without great difficulty or expense.  Compared to HO, it is 
roughly half the size thereof and a similar layout plan will fit into quarter the space occupied by HO. 

Z – This is the smallest common commercial scale available.  This scale was introduced in 1972 at the 

Nuremberg Toy Fair by Márklin, the German toy train manufacturer.  The letter Z was chosen to identify this 

scale as at the time it was thought that there would not be a smaller commercial model railway scale 

introduced in the future, hence the last letter of the alphabet of both German and English Z, was chosen.  

Their proportion to the real thing is 1:220, and they run on track whose rails are just 6.5mm apart.  How 
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tiny are these trains?  Well, a model of a real-life 50-foot locomotive measures just 2 3⁄4" in Z. 

Trains running on tracks wider or narrower than 56.5" (standard gauge of 4’ 8½“) in real life, are said to be 
broad or narrow gauge respectively.  Narrow gauge trains are far more common than wider gauge trains, and 
accordingly there are more narrow-gauge models available.   

These too are modelled in almost every scale.  For model trains, a narrow gauge is indicated by the letter "n" 
after the scale, followed by a number which indicates the gauge - "On3" would be 3' narrow gauge in O scale 
for example.  More about this in a later article... 

I stand to be corrected but I know of no commercially available wide or broad-gauge locomotives or train sets 
although limited editions may have been released on occasion.  These indeed would be collectors’ items. 

Which size is best? 

No one scale is right for everyone.  Look at several scales and consider how much available space you have 

to devote to your trains, whether you want to run longer trains amid towering scenery, and how much you 

can spend on your hobby.  Talk with experienced modellers, club members, and local hobby shop 

employees.  Don’t worry if you change your mind and later decide that a different model railroading scale is 

a better choice for you.  They’re all great. 

Making Your Decision 

Now that you know a little more about your options, which scale is best for you? To answer that, let's find out 

a little more about you. 

Age 

Age is often considered a factor when buying model trains for children, but the decision doesn't get any easier 

with age.  Many modellers find the larger scales more comfortable as vision and dexterity strain in their senior 

years.  YOU ARE BUYING THIS FOR YOU, AREN’T YOU? 

Space 

It's not the size of the trains but the size of the layout.  Even a bachelor’s apartment has room for model 

railroading, it all depends on your goals.  Bigger isn't always better. 

If you don't have room/desire for a large layout, there are still many options: a smaller scale to pack in the 

most scenery, a mid-size scale switching layout, larger scale modules or static displays.  You can also have an 

end-to-end shelf layout which is only 200 mm wide / deep for the larger scales.  Track plans are available 

aplenty from reputable model shops. 

Budget 

We all work on a budget, some are just tighter than others.  The relationship of scale and cost isn't quite as 

simple as you'd think.  Cheap and expensive models are available in every size.  One difference, however, is 

how many models of a given size you'll need to fill your layout's space.  In other words, do you buy an 18 car 

train of R200 HO scale cars, or an 8 car train of R400 O scale cars?  Both will cost you about the same amount 

in both your wallet and your platform. 

Goals 
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Ultimately, it comes down to what you enjoy most about the hobby and what you want to do.  Balancing these 

goals with your available space, budget, and physical abilities will yield the perfect compromise.  Do you enjoy 

scratch-building and detailing, or would you prefer ready-to-run models?  Do you want a continuous run, lots 

of animated accessories, prototype-based operating plans, multi-person operating sessions, complicated 

switching challenges, large railway yards, big scenery, something portable, or a combination of any of the 

above? 

And if you are an avid builder and collector of cars, trucks or airplanes in scale, then match up the scale to the 

closest train scale for you to easily make up background scenes for your railway such as airfields, sport fields, 

oil fields, coal mines, industrial sites such as tank farms, different manufacturing plants, army bases, truck 

stops, bus depots, etc.  As an example, for N gauge there are several popular sizes such as 1:144 and 1:160 for 

airplanes, 1:148, 1:150 and 1:160 for cars, trucks and buildings.  They match up unless you are a pedantic rivet 

counter to the nth degree (pun intended). 

Likewise, for HO/OO there are close scales of 1:72 and 1:89 for airplanes and buildings to cater for 1:76 and 

1:87 in buildings, trucks and cars.   

O gauge is fortunate in that commercial kits for cars, trucks, figurines, aircraft and buildings are readily 

available in 1:48 scale whilst 1:24 is close enough for G scale and just as easily obtainable.   

The most difficult commercial items to obtain are those for Z gauge, as this scale has many challenges due to 

its minute size, and few manufacturers rising to the challenge.  No doubt, as better 3D printing and newer 

technology is applied, the kits will become more available. 

All popular scales are catered for across the commercial spectrum. 

Herewith some pointers on the two most popular indoor scales… 

Choosing N scale 

If you are considering choosing N scale trains for your model railroad, here are some thoughts to keep in mind. 

1. Availability - Product availability in N scale is now nearly as good as it is in HO, the most popular scale.  
Chances are good you'll find representatives of your favourite prototype railroad or locomotive, even if 
some models lack all the road-specific details found in larger scales.  A good selection will be found at al-
most any hobby shop that specializes in model trains.  Check out our EMRIG website for train hobby shops. 

2. Cost - Most N scale products are priced comparably to HO scale counterparts of similar quality.  As with 
most scales, you'll pay more for better models.  There are however many decent models priced for the en-
try level. 

3. Size - N scale's small size can make it hard to work with, especially if you have any shortcomings in your 
vision.  Because the cars are harder to get on the tracks, it may be more frustrating for children than larger 
scales.  It is also more difficult, but not impossible, to super-detail or customize N scale models.  While N 
scale may lack the "mass" of real trains, it does offer the potential to recreate their length.  With a large 
enough layout and attention to standards, long trains are possible. 

4. Space – N scale’s small size suits it for two very different styles of layout: small and portable, or large 
displays with big scenery and long trains.  One concept which combines the best of both is Ntrack.  Mem-
bers of Ntrack clubs build small modules of standard dimensions that can be combined to create a large lay-
out.  Because the modules are standard, multiple clubs can join and create even bigger displays.  It is not 
uncommon to find 100+ car trains running around such displays. 

Choosing HO/OO scale 
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HO is one of the most popular modelling scales worldwide.  Large enough to appreciate fine detail but small 

enough to fit in most spaces, you'll find a vast selection of products to finish your layout.  With a little thought, 

these plans can be adapted to other scales as well. 

1. Availability – HO/OO arguably provides the largest selection of international locomotives, and prod-

uct availability is dependent on new release from the various manufacturers.  Popular rolling stock 

and locomotives are made again in re-release of the product and some are even released with addi-

tional locomotive or rolling stock numbers.  All major train hobby shops stock HO/OO trains as a 

minimum scale due to its popularity and demand.  This includes buildings such as warehouses, fac-

tories and houses.  A good selection will be found at almost any hobby shop that specializes in 

model trains.  Check out our EMRIG website for train hobby shops.  

2. Cost – There are many models priced for entry level.  There are also highly-priced models for com-

plex models or those made by high end manufacturers. 

3. Size – The realism that can be created on an 8’ x 4’ board is tremendous.  You can create towns, 

gardens, forests, coal depots, logging sections and just about every industry you can think of in this 

scale, due to the large number of companies that cater for these scenic needs.  If you have that size 

available (32 ft²) in any configuration you can really express yourself artistically as much as you want 

to. 

4. Space – If space is not a problem then a decent sized layout can be constructed to accommodate all 

the locomotives and rolling stock you want or can afford. 

Think about what you want from the hobby, look at what size works best for you, and get started.  Oh, and 

don't worry...if your goals, space, budget or abilities change you can always change your mind later and start 

again! 

Enjoy your quest to own your own model railroad empire. 

 

 

Passenger Train Recollections 

By Brian Clark (member of GFG and SAG, retired SAR employee) 

Editor’s Note: In one of his emails to me about a different matter, Brian Clark sent me some “musings” 
about passenger train shunting.  I found it so fascinating that I asked his permission to include it in our 
newsletter.  Here is his response…. 
 
Hi BrianD, you may use my information about the passenger trains, with pleasure. I want people to know 
that passenger trains were not simply run from ONE originating station to a SINGLE, final destination. The 
rail network in South Africa demanded the co-ordination of passenger train schedules to enable people to 
travel anywhere they liked, within the country's borders, as well as into the neighbouring countries. My 
story of the 'Natal to Cape' train (below) is only 'touching the tip of an iceberg' about the inter-linked 
train services in South Africa. There are more stories to tell when it comes to the working of parcels 
trains, speed freight trains and even the catering department's diners….. 
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I have always been interested in passenger train operation particularly because I was alert to the shunting 
movements at intermediate stations of the daily "Cape Train", train number 72, which departed from 
Durban every evening at 7:30pm. 
 
On Thursdays, train no. 72 had one coach for Mossel Bay, on Wednesdays and Fridays it had one coach for 
Windhoek, and every day it had coaches for East London and Port Elizabeth. It had one coach for Bethlehem 
which was replaced at Bethlehem with a coach for Bloemfontein. It had one coach for Bloemfontein. There 
was always a first class and a second class carriage for Cape Town and perhaps an additional one depending 
upon the passenger demand as per the Reservation Office. There were some Third Class carriages at the 
head-end of the train. There was a full diner and a kitchen car. At the rear of the train there was a KP wagon 
for 'passenger freight' for major stations 'en route' and a guard's van which carried passenger's parcels or 
luggage which was not allowed into the passenger's compartments. This train travelled via Modderpoort 
and not via Kroonstad. The whole trip to Cape Town on this train took three nights and two-and-a-half days. 
 
At Bloemfontein, this train was literally taken apart. It became part of the JHB-PE train and also became a 
part of the JHB-EL train. I could never figure out which coaches came from where to form the Cape Town 
train on the final leg of the journey. On certain days there was a JHB-WNL train and the coaches for De Aar 
were taken on this train from Kimberley (or was it taken from De Aar?). It was an interesting co-ordination 
of planning to see passenger consists re-arranged for these destinations in South Africa. The passengers 
were happy. The trains ran on time. The shunting of carriages in the Bloemfontein station was done with 
perfection or 'beautiful precision'. There was NEVER any bumping or jolting of the sleeping passengers in 
the early hours of the morning. I once 'got lost' at Bloemfontein when I got off the train there to observe 
the action. They moved 'my accommodation' into the yard for a lengthy period of time and I had no idea 
where it was. I wanted to go back to sleep but had to wait on the platform until the re-arranged passenger 
set was placed. 
 
The Orange Express left Durban twice per week and travelled via Kroonstad. It collected one coach at 
Bethlehem, which was there after being detached from the sister train in the opposite direction. It was not 
just a 'spare' coach. Yes, it helped to ease the load on the train handling for the up and the down journey 
at Van Reenen. There were always passengers in the Orange Free State who used this train and it was a 
supplement for these passengers. It may not have been fully booked with passengers from Bethlehem, but 
passengers joining the train from Kroonstad certainly used it. It was not necessary for this coach to travel all 
the way to Durban and then back again. The Orange Express catered for First- and Second Class passengers. 
It had a full diner and kitchen car, a lounge car and the rear of the train had a guard's van. In the later years 
a KP wagon would be marshalled ahead of the guard's van. The Orange Express left Durban at 5:30pm 
travelling for two nights and it would be in Cape Town on the second day at about 11:00am. I found it 
an absolute thrill to be on THIS train! 
 
Yours in railroading,  
 
Brian C. 
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Margaret Wynne 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December and 2018 January  ….. no contributions ….. 

…. And now Margaret Wynne has stepped in to fill the gap!  Thank you, Margaret!!  

 And Margaret has challenged new member Mahendra (Ash) Pappa to write for us for next month!.. 
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MODEL RAILWAYS – A HOBBY FOR ALL SEASONS 

(OR “A patchwork quilt of thoughts, stitched together from my rag bag memory scraps!”) 

MARGARET WYNNE – JANUARY 2018. 

Met a chap called Steve at the EMRIG Club the other day… I made him a cup of tea and we had a 

chat. Aged just over seventy now, he had worked on the railways for over 40 years, and his father 

too before that. When I commented that “these toys were not only for boys” he confessed that he 

still has his Hornby clock-work train set that was bought for him when he was about six years old… 

and it still works! 

 

Example of an old clock-work Hornby O gauge tin-plate model. 

Then, a few weeks ago Dave and I agreed to collect the HO scale train collection of a dear friend 

who, because of declining health, has to relocate immediately to a small retirement flat. We 

loaded all the boxes stored in his garage, took them home to sort through everything, and will try 

to sell it all before, or at, the next Swap Meet in March. The focus of much of his collection, 

originally purchased for his son, is on the “Thomas and Friends” series, though there is a lot of 

track, related connections and track-side furniture and some other locos. It is decades old, so 

therefore all analogue, but in good condition. 

It got me thinking about the origins of the hobby; the history of these gorgeous, perfectly made 

little trains, and why adults seem to be totally fascinated with what, on the exterior, seems like 

children’s toys.  One constantly hears of people who say “My Dad has a train collection somewhere” 

or “I think my grandfather’s train set is in a garage or attic somewhere.” This led me to undertake a 

bit of research, improve my knowledge, and have a few smiles too. In no particular order, I thought 

these paragraphs might prove interesting to you too.  

I would like to acknowledge the inclusion of snippets of information and data extracted from 

Wikipedia and the Internet. I have individually referenced any paragraphs quoted verbatim.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=hornby+clockwork+model+train&id=381DE63F00FE7BC3F6C70B0211149B6657A3208B&FORM=IQFRBA
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Keeping track, the “History of Model Railways Flowchart” below highlights some key dates in the 

last two centuries which have contributed to the way model railways have powered ahead, 

continually exploiting new technology and leading to the development of smaller and smaller 

trains.  

Hornby Railways is a British model railway brand, dating back to 1901, when founder Frank 

Hornby received a patent for his Meccano construction toy. Hornby was at first a tradename for 

the railway productions of Meccano Ltd, which released its first train, a clockwork O gauge (1:48) 

model, in 1920. In 1938, Hornby launched its first OO gauge train.  

The illustrations below show how Hornby’s logos have changed over the years. 

  

A characteristic early logo type Logo 1956 to 1961 

  

Logo 1966 to 1972 Logo 1978 to 1996 

 

Current Hornby logo 

 

“A HISTORY OF MODEL RAILWAYS FLOWCHART” 

1891: Märklin releases the first model railroad 

system: a clock-work locomotive with cars and an 

expandable track 

 

      

  

1896: Carlisle and Finch develop electric trains 

that run on metal track. 
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1901: The first Lionel train goes on display. 

  

  

1930’s: Accurately detailed O scale and the 

smaller HO scale and OO gauge trains become 

available 

Early 1940’s: WW2 stops production of electric 

train sets.   

  

Early 1950’s: Toy trains become the No. 1 toy 

for boys. 

Mid – 1950’s: Adults start scale model 

railroading as a hobby. Plastic becomes widely 

used in model train production. 
  

  

1962: N-scale trains (nearly half the size of 

OO/HO) come into existence. 

1968: LGB introduces large G-scale trains for 

garden railroading.   

  

1972: Märklin introduces the Z-scale train (about 

half the size of N-scale). 

1980’s: Digital technology changes the way 

model trains operate with the introduction of Digital 

Command Control (DCC) systems. 
  

  

2007: T-scale trains (about half the size of Z-

scale) come on sale. 

Today: Model trains continue in popularity, 

especially with the Baby Boomers in the UK, 

Germany, Australia, New Zealand and Japan. 

There are an estimated 500 000 enthusiasts 

across the US and Canada.  Many hobbyists are 

now using JMRI (Java Model Railroad Interface) to 

control locomotives from a computer, tablet or 

smart-phone.  

             

(Reference: Data taken from modelbuildings.org on the Website) 
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Many an adult train fanatic, model railway enthusiast and / or adult collector can trace his love of 

trains and railways back to the “Thomas Series,” either through the books or later, from 1979, 

through the TV series “Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends” which brought the stories to life. 

The TV programme became an award-winning hit around the world, with a vast range of spin-off 

commercial products. In addition, there are dozens of Thomas Theme Parks in many countries – I 

would hate to be the mother or father who tried to pass by one of these without going in for a few 

(or a lot) of rides! 

 

A Thomas Land Theme Park. 

 

Thomas the Tank Engine is a fictional steam locomotive in The Railway Series books written by the 

English Anglican cleric and railway enthusiast, Reverend W Awdry (1911 -1997) and his son, 

Christopher.  

Thomas, a steam engine with Number 1 painted on his side, first appeared in 1946 in the second 

book in the series, Thomas The Tank Engine, and was the focus of the four short stories contained 

therein. The first book, (The Three Railway Engines) was published in 1945, and by the time Awdry 

stopped writing in 1972, The Railway Series numbered 26 books. Christopher subsequently added 

further books to the series. 

All the locomotives in the series were based on prototypical engines; Thomas has origins in the E2 

Class designed by Lawson Billinton in 1913 (see below).  
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Thomas was designed after the LB&SCR E2 class (above). Thomas, with his coaches Annie and Clarabel. 

 

The Rev. W Awdry alongside one of his creations on 

the Talyllyn Railway in Wales. 

    Does size matter??  

I thought this would be the easiest paragraph to write, but no way!! Firstly, I had to clarify in my own mind 

the terms SCALE and GAUGE which are commonly mixed up: 

SCALE refers to the size or ratio of the model compared to the full-size item.  

GAUGE is the measurement between the rails on real or model track. Technically there is no such thing as 

HO gauge. It is HO scale. 

Wikipedia does give relevant world model railway scale standards. The most significant standardised 

dimension of a model railway scale is the gauge, but a typical scale standard covers many more aspects of 

model railways and defines scale-specific dimensions for items like catenary, rolling stock wheels, loading 

gauge, curve radii and grades for slopes, for instance.  

So, we have, the G-scale [1:22,5], O-scale [1:48], OO-scale [1:76], HO-scale [1:87], N-scale [1:160] and the 

weenie Z-scale [1:220]. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LB%26SCR_E2_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilbert_Awdry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talyllyn_Railway
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An illustration of some of the different scales available. Left to right are Z, N, HO and G scale trains. 

However, nothing stays the same, and there is now a new scale for model railways, introduced in 

2007 by Japanese company, K K Eishindo. This is the T-scale [1:450].  

T stands for Three (3) mm gauge. This is a 2-rail electric system running on 4.5 - 5 volts with 

motorised trains; there is even a range of scenery, structures, track and all you need to construct a 

working model railway in a very small space. Amazing! 

Buying, selling, collecting and operating trains.                      

Locos, the rolling stock and line-side fittings don’t come cheap! In South Africa 

there are a number of companies and individuals who do a lot of their 

purchasing of new items “on-line” and receive their goods by courier. 

However, there is also a huge market for used items in good condition, and 

seemingly no shortage of suppliers including specialist second-hand shops, those selling private 

collections, and people who undertake the repair and upgrade of trains. Sellers are equally 

matched with buyers, those looking for a bargain (especially modellers starting out with their 

layouts)!  Our Swap Meets (held four times per year) are a perfect example of this! 

Looking on the Internet there are snippets of advice for potential buyers…  

Age is not necessarily an indication of great value if the condition of the contents of the box are not 

complete and in good condition, AND the box must also be in good condition. 

Look for a good quality locomotive - this can sometimes be determined by the sheer weight of it. The best 

quality locomotives tend to be heavy and solid. Another characteristic of a quality locomotive is the 
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material with which the wheels are made. Steel wheels conduct the power to the motor so the more steel 

wheels, the more enhanced the conductivity of power. 

Model railways require time and money to get started – you need to purchase a loco set and all the 

accessories that go along with it. So be careful and don’t splurge on sets, if you aren’t too sure about your 

dedication to the hobby. 

Most of the new models of railway sets have digital command control (DCC) which means that more than 

one locomotive can be controlled separately on the same track. 

DCC allows you to give a constant voltage to the track and the electronics decide which locomotive will 

move and at what speed and direction. This will give you more options for expanding your railroad and it 

also makes it more fun. 

    There’s a humorous side to trains and modelling…  

Railway magazines (dozens of them), railway comics and railway cartoons and much electronic information 

on the Internet provide endless chuckles... I thought these illustrations were quite good: 

 

 

Oh, that type of model!” “The Little Engine that Couldn't Care Less” 
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   It’s official – toy trains are cool!!  

I have edited the article below [Written by the “Mail Science” editor Michael Hanlon (Oct 2007) and taken 

from the Internet] - it is humorous, yet in many ways so true, when looking at railway modelling… 

 

“You can see them in the newsagent's - shifty, furtive, eyes glancing to 

the left and to the right, in case anyone they know might see them. 

These men - they are nearly always men - then slither over to the 

specialist magazine stands. 

With a quick movement, the required publication is grabbed and the 

till approached.  

Sometimes, the shame is too great; a disguise is needed. So, another 

magazine is taken, something wholesome and respectable - anything 

will do - into the pages of which the offending publication can be slid. 

Then, at the till, the final hurdle, the hope that the cashier will not, as 

in that Woody Allen film, bark out the name of the publication across the shop floor.  

"Railway Modeller? Does anyone have a price for Railway Modeller?" 

For then, the shame would be complete, the humiliation absolute.  

I know of what I speak because I, (and I confess this publicly for the first time since friends and family are 

already in on the secret) am not unacquainted with the hobby of model railways. 
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"Hobby", "Railways" and "Models" - are there any three more shameful words in the English language? 

For years I have kept it quiet, but now, with a bit of celebrity endorsement, it is time to come out of the attic 

and declare my interest in the pastime that dare not speak its name. It is a relief to find out that I am not 

alone. 

For it was Rod Stewart, no less, he of the skin-tight leopard-skin 

trousers and a string of slinky blondes to his credit, who emerged 

as the unlikely champion of this most unlikely hobby.  

In between the crooning, the blondes and heaven-knows what 

else, Rod has been created a wholly magnificent perfect 1:87 

scale model of New York's Grand Central Station, circa 1940, 

complete with 100 ft. of track, buildings and figures in 1940’s 

period dress.  

Rod's impressive layout graced the cover of the October 2007 Model 

Railroader, an honour he said that “meant more than the cover of 

Rolling Stone Magazine!". His layout also appeared again in the 

February 2014 issue. 

  

And he is not alone!  Frank Sinatra had a passion for model railways and created a huge layout at his Rancho 

Mirage near Palm Springs, California. The imaginatively named The Train Building housed an impressive set. 

He is reported to have played with his train set until late into the evening at his ranch. 

There are not many people in the entertainment industry more enthusiastic about railways than record 

producer Pete Waterman.  

He has long been fascinated by the railways and even revived the name of the London and North-Western 

Railway in 1988 which was eventually sold to Arriva in November 

2008. 

His love didn't stop there as he is also involved with model railway 

company “Just Like the Real Thing”. The firm specialises in O-gauge 

models and creates all different parts that collectors and enthusiasts 

would need. 

Waterman also owns a steam locomotive and carriage restoration 

company called LNWR Heritage, which is based at Crewe Heritage 

Centre in England. 

Roger Daltrey, performing with The Who, at the Oracle 

Arena, Oakland, California - 19 May 2016. 
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In an interview in 2008 Roger Daltrey (1944 – present), founding member and frontman for the rock band 

The Who, opened up about his secret passion, and great hobby – model railways. He confided about the 

45ft × 25 ft. layout set he had in his attic, and “A great bunch of friends who come over – men of a certain 

age. We have a laugh."  

So, what is the appeal of this most arcane of pursuits? And can it really be the case that toy trains are about 

to become cool?  

According to Tim Rayner, editor of Railway Modeller magazine, "the hobby", as railway modellers like to 

refer to their pastime, never really went away. 

"It's always been there," he says, with men throughout the land making their excuses after dinner and 

retreating to their lofts to be at one with their soldering irons and track plans. But in recent years a quiet 

revolution has been under way.  

In 2002, Hornby, one of Britain's oldest model railway firms, was declared Company of the Year by the 

Financial Times and Stock Exchange - making millions of pounds per annum from its models now made in a 

state-of-the art factory in southern China. 

Some of this is undoubtedly down to the traditional children's market. 

Hornby has cleaned up with its Harry Potter and Thomas the Tank Engine ranges. Children seem to be 

turning away from "virtual" toys, played with on a computer screen, and back towards something more 

substantial.  

But the bulk of Hornby's profits come from a series of beautifully made, delicate models that can cost 

hundreds of pounds a pop and which are certainly not aimed at children. So, who is buying them? People 

like me, it seems. 

Men - not exclusively, but mostly - in their 30s and 40s who had a train set in their youth and are looking to 

recreate that lost hobby, this time with the cash to do it properly. 

A friend of mine, who is also afflicted, put it neatly: "You grow out of model trains. You get into girls and 

music, jobs and so on, but you always come back to trains in the end."  

The demographics have changed, too. In the old days, making model railway layouts was associated with 

the skilled working classes, the preserve perhaps of retired fitters and boilermen and people who worked 

on the real railways, the sort of folk who used to be the bedrock of Britain but who now belong to a 

vanished age. Now, miniature trains have become a classless hobby. According to Tim Rayner, exhibitors 

book fancy stands at the National Exhibition Centre in Birmingham, whereas in decades past this pastime 

was showcased in church halls and schools.  

So, what is the appeal? It is hard to say…. 

Perhaps it is the sheer number of skills you need to master to create a working layout.  

You have to be a semi-competent carpenter, electrician, metalworker, painter, sculptor and designer to 

make anything which functions mechanically and looks good.  
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There is something about trains that is endlessly fascinating. 

To me, the idea of standing on a cold station platform and counting train numbers as they zoom past is 

beyond madness.  

But then again, some would say the same about my habit of disappearing into the loft to build tunnels and 

stations and watch miniaturised Staniers and Gresleys, Bulleid Pacifics and even modern diesels whirling 

past at top speed.  

 

Herbert Nigel Gresley (1876 – 1941) was one of 

Britain's most famous steam locomotive engineers, 

who rose to become Chief Mechanical Engineer of the 

London and North Eastern Railway (LNER). He was the 

designer of some of the most famous steam 

locomotives in Britain, Illustrated here a Gresley steam 

locomotive.  

 

  

William Arthur Stanier (1876 – 1965), was Chief Mechanical 

Engineer of the London, Midland and Scottish Railway. He 

was instrumental in introducing modern and more powerful 

locomotive designs. Pictured here is a Stanier locomotive. 

Model of a Bulleid Pacific locomotive. They were designed 

by Oliver Bulleid, and introduced on the Southern Line in 

1945. 

 

The idea that one can create a world, however imperfect, in miniature is hugely appealing. And the 

point of model railways is, of course, that one is never finished. I started my layout seven years ago 

and it is nowhere near complete. Indeed, I dread the day when it is because then, I suspect, I shall 

start to lose interest.  

My next project is to build a small mountain range at one end. That should take me the next three 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London,_Midland_and_Scottish_Railway
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=sE/OhfDJ&id=150ED244EB55528E6C9C20A852E70D2EA088937E&thid=OIP.sE_OhfDJF6MToqtM7N0MBQEgDY&q=Gresley+Locomotives+Book&simid=608030391756260511&selectedIndex=1


 

Page 43 of 46 

 

years at least.  

Confessing to having a model railway habit is hard. It usually happens at a dinner party, after a few 

drinks. It'll probably be my wife who spills the beans. There will be tittering, some embarrassment, 

people looking at their watches and wondering if it's time to leave and considering whether they 

still want to be my friend. 

But then, almost inevitably, something strange will happen."Er," someone will say. "Can I have a 

look?" And up to the loft we all troop, being careful not to trip over the unfinished wiring or fall 

down the ladder-hole. "Does it work?" someone will ask. Yes, of course it does. I fire up the 

transformers and set a train in motion. Yes, it goes, and then you can see the light in their eyes, 

those oh-so-cynical friends. "Hmm," you can almost hear them thinking, "I'd like one of those. 

Wonder if we've got room. . ?" 

Model railways may be more popular than ever, but they still retain the image of perhaps ultimate 

nerdery in England. Not so abroad. In the U.S., 'model railroading' is hugely popular, with millions 

of adherents of all ages and (most importantly), both sexes. 

Most U.S. cities contain several model shops, well-stocked cornucopia compared with our dusty 

stores, and there is no shame attached to having some trains in the attic.  

Certainly, the most impressive model railway layout I have seen is the gigantic construction in the 

Industrial Museum of Chicago.  The size of maybe a couple of tennis courts, this magnificent 

creation is America in miniature, complete with a 3D facsimile of the Rocky Mountains, the Great 

Lakes and Chicago itself, skyscrapers and all. And this was built not by a few beardy, middle-aged 

geeks, but by dozens of volunteers, including many teenage boys and girls who belong to local 

model railway clubs.” 

Conclusion:  

There should be no embarrassment associated with model trains. If Frank Sinatra and Rod Stewart 

can do it, then it is cool enough for anyone to admit to!! 

Modellers of the world unite: you have nothing to lose but your shame!” 
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 Upcoming Key Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the Key Duty Roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the 2018 Duty Roster till the end of March. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in the public domain; however, these are on 

the full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club, and the copy emailed to duty members, if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make a plan to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 
 
Sat 3-02 Colin A 1 Wed 7-02 

Kallie vB 

2 Sat 10-02 Theuns W 2 Wed 14-02 Colin A 

3 Sat 17-02 Johan d V 3 Wed 21-02 Dave W 

4 Sat 24-02 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-02 Brian D  

1 Sat 3-03 Jimmy M 1 Wed 7-03 Jan K 

2 Sat 10-03 Terrence M 2 Wed 14-03     Colin A 

3 Sat 17-03 Kobus P 3 Wed 21-03 Dave W 

4 Sat 24-03 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-03 Brian D 

5 Sat 31-03 William vd B 1 Wed 4-04 Kallie vB  

1 Sat 7-04 Johan d V  2 Wed 11-04 Bennie vdM 

 

To the guys doing Key Duty, please remember to also empty the dustbins and check that the kitchen area 

is tidied up before you leave, as part of your duty. 

Club Diary and Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 3rd February, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Saturday 17th February, SAG meetings resume 

 Saturday 24th February, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Sunday 25th February, EMRIG OPERATIONS SESSION at Northmead Mall 
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 Saturday 3rd March, EMRIG SWAP MEET at Northmead Mall 

 Saturday 3rd March, Reefsteamers to Irene 

 Saturday 7th April, PMTC Swap Meet at Pretoria 

 6th and 7th October, The Great Model Train Expo taking place at Randburg! 

   

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Past Chairman – position unfilled…. 

Secretary – Margaret Wynne       mrwynne@icon.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (Brian Dawson taking over, under guidance of Colin TT)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – Margaret Wynne and Kobus Pelser assisting / taking over from Colin TT 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2018 ARE NOW DUE FOR PAYMENT, PAYMENT TO 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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BE MADE BY END OF FEBRUARY 2018, PLEASE!! 

IF YOU STILL HAVEN’T PAID YOUR 2017 SUBS YET, WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE NOT 
BEEN RUNNING TRAINS AT THE CLUB IN CONTRAVENTION OF THE CLUB RULES!   

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2018 HAVE NOT BEEN INCREASED – THEY ARE THE 
SAME AS LAST YEAR – R400,00 FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS, R600,00 FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 


