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Chairman’s Report – December 2017 

By Terrence Marx 

 
The end of the year is almost upon us and I for one am looking forward to the festive season, so I 
can get to run some trains. The clubhouse will be open every day from 16 - 31 December from 
09h00 to 14h00 (except the Christmas public holidays) depending on the circumstances in the mall. 
Members are encouraged to come and run trains during this period. A big thank you to those guys 
who volunteered to assist us with key duty during this period. 
 
We will also be hosting our final swap meet on 16th December and it is again expected to be a 
bumper outing. Please can we have some volunteers to help us set up and break down the tables 
afterwards? Volunteers can report at 06h30 on the morning, and normally we are done by 07h30 
so there is time to assist the dealers to unpack. 
 
You will also notice a mention later in the newsletter of some “goodies for sale”. This will be done 
by means of an auction to be held at the conclusion of our AGM in January.  The items will be 
there available for inspection on the day, and thus available for you to take home if you are the 
successful bidder and pay there and then!  All the more reason to attend the AGM!! 
 
Something that has come up in recent weeks that needs to be addressed is the fact that general 
complaints about club issues are not reaching the committee directly, and instead are being 
forwarded to Jimmy.  PLEASE NOTE: Jimmy is no longer on the committee and as such complaints 
must be forwarded DIRECTLY to the committee. I know that Jimmy does not mind hearing your 
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complaints and is always more than willing to assist, but that is the wrong procedure to follow. If 
you have an issue with any particular committee member and you feel uncomfortable talking to 
them, take it up with another committee member. Reporting issues to non-committee members 
has the effect that we cannot investigate the matter properly because we don't have all the 
information directly from those who are unhappy. This practice needs to stop immediately please.  
If I have to again hear from anybody that "members are complaining about...", and I do not have 
direct access to these members, the committee WILL NOT attend to those complaints.   
  
Also note that the preliminary date and time for the next AGM has been determined and appears 
elsewhere in the newsletter.  Please note the change of venue from our usual practice. 
 
Keep them wheels rolling….. 
 
Terrence 
 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Welcome To Another New Member! 

Mahendra “Ash” Papa joined EMRIG in November.  Welcome, Ash!  In the short time that you have been 

with us we have already seen you around at the club on numerous occasions, Wednesdays as well as Satur-

days, getting used to Raspberry Pi and running club trains.  We look forward to your being an active mem-

ber of the club. 

Ash is looking forward to the Swap Meet, and is likely to be quite a good customer, as he kits himself out! 

Upcoming Swap Meet 

Yes, we are hosting the next December Swap Meet at Northmead on 16th December (no, not the Pretoria 

one the weekend before, although you are welcome to attend that one as well!). 

With around 60 tables to set up on the day, we need many hands to make the light work! ;-)  The tables are 

delivered to the Mall on the Friday afternoon by our supplier, stacked in a heap outside Shop 23. We can 

only set them out on Saturday morning.  We will meet at 06h30, set the tables out as per Colin’s layout 

plan, and then cover them with our tablecloths.  Once the vendors start to arrive, we assist them to bring in 

all their boxes / suitcases / trommels / packing cases / loose items / whatever it is that they use to cart their 

wares, and show them to their tables. And maybe even offer them a cup of tea or coffee!  Our club is 

proudly renowned for being the friendliest and most helpful as far as the Swap Meet vendors are con-

cerned, for the assistance that we provide to them (and I hope that statement doesn’t start any inter-club 

wars!!).  But we do have a reputation to uphold!... 
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Once the Swap Meet is over at 12h00, the process reverses: we help the vendors take anything they ha-

ven’t sold back to their vehicles, gather and fold up the table cloths, and move the tables back into a stack 

outside Shop 23. 

While the Swap Meet is in progress, we also want club members to be running trains on all the various lay-

outs, showing off our hobby to the general public who are attracted by the holding of the Swap Meet.   

 So there you have it!  We need club members to get involved on the day!  If you maybe can’t carry tables, 

at least you can set out table cloths or run trains!  Seeya there on Saturday 16th!! 

Running Trains at Northmead Mall During DECEMBER holidays! 

The Management of Northmead Mall asked that we please have trains running as often as possible during 

the December holiday period.  Margaret Wynne got on with the job, and has obtained a commitment from 

most of the “regulars” to do Key Duty every day between 16th December and 1st January (except on the 

Public Holidays).  Margaret has drawn up a special roster for this period (which appears at the end of this 

newsletter).  So we have at least ONE club member who has committed to being at the club on those dates.  

However, we need AT LEAST TWO persons (preferably more) on duty per day, to run trains AND keep an 

eye on things.  So please make use of this opportunity to come and run trains more often than you normal-

ly do, during the holiday period (assuming that you are on holiday but not going away).  You can contact 

Margaret on mrwynne@icon.co.za to have you name added to the roster if you are also available to assist.   

AGM 2018 – To be held on 21st JANUARY 

For the past number of years the club’s AGM has been held at Colin and Rosemary TT’s home under their 

afdak.  Which has meant that Colin and Rosemary have borne the brunt of the preparations for the AGM 

and the social bring-and-braai time that follows.  For 2018 we are going to do something a little different.  

Glynn has arranged for the use of the Scout Hall at Arrowe Park on the banks of Homestead Lake.  So we 

won’t be running any trains after the AGM, but we will be able to kuier and enjoy the social occasion while 

soaking up the scenery and enjoying the birds and the sailboats on the lake.  Please note that members’ 

spouses / families are all invited to share in this social occasion.  We’re hoping to see all our members in 

attendance!   

Outside Events / Layout Visits 

I am still looking for suggestions from club members of places to go and things to do for 2018….   So if you 

know of interesting layouts to visit, especially ones we have not been to in the past two years, or interest-

ing train-related places to visit or activities to do, then please let me know.   

You can mail me at brian.dawson@iafrica.com. 

Shirts, Caps, Mugs, Badges 

Jan Kruger now has stock of these club items – shirts, caps, mugs, and metal and cloth badges with the club 

emblem.  The prices were provided in the previous newsletter, and there is a priced list on the “admin ta-

ble” inside the HO Layout, if you wish to place orders for these items.  Otherwise, just speak to Jan! 

mailto:mrwynne@icon.co.za
mailto:brian.dawson@iafrica.com
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My Operations Adventures – Vol. 5 (Scheduling The Trains) 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Hi there again everyone. Profuse apologies for missing last month’s Operations article! Work and 

personal engagements have kept me very busy of late. It is gratifying though to hear the number of 

folk asking what happened to the article or commenting on the series. I did not realise there was 

that much of an interest. 

So, in the last article, we covered the Local Passenger making runs to and from East Glacier Park 

and Whitefish. Now this is wonderful, but introduces a major problem! – What happens when 

more trains are introduced into the equation? Do they just head off when they feel like it and how 

do they avoid the cornfield meets? We now need to do some work and plan the train meets.  But 

how? 

I will be very honest, I do not know how it works in the real world, but in the modelling world I first 

heard about string drawings (or line drawings) when reading Bruce Chubb’s amazing book “How to 

Operate Your Model Railroad”. 

So, at the end of this article, I have placed a basic “template” for the String Diagram. Have a quick 

look at it now before we start drilling in on it. I have put it on its own page so one can see the 

overall view. To start with, I currently use Adobe Illustrator to do these drawings. Before that, I 

would fill in the train times on an Excel spreadsheet and then, using the graphing option, create 

the same as below but obviously looking slightly different. For those who are technologically 

challenged, do what I did at one time! Good old graph paper, pencil and a rubber. It really does 

work. Preferably try doing it on A3 paper, and although mine is coloured, it does not have to be. 

Then, to create more copies, head down to Postnet or similar and get them to photocopy as many 

as you want. I have 4 copies made for my layout – with one at the dispatcher’s desk, one directly 

over the yard for the yardmaster and his team to see what is coming and going when, and lastly 

the other two in strategic locations for the crews to see what they need to do and when. 

So, let’s drill into this template. Below, I am showing the top portion of the document. Across the 

top are the various towns from one end of the staging to the other end of staging. But – if you look 

carefully at them, you will see that they are not equally spaced. They appear random! They are 

actually not. The variation of the divisions coincides with the varying times it takes the trains to get 

from one station to the next. More on this shortly… 

Down the left and right columns is the time. My sessions start at 06h00 “railroad” time, not live 

time, as I doubt any of my operators would be there that early ;-). Then there are the various 

horizontal lines for Time and vertical lines for Towns. Each horizontal bold line is 10 minute 

divisions, with every subdivision being 1 minute. 
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So, how do we divide the towns? 

To work this out, I took one of my slower trains, a manifest, and, running it at a realistic speed, 

wrote down the times it took to get from one station to another. The overall time from one end of 

the layout to the other was 26 minutes. Based on this, I was then able to “gap” the towns 

accordingly. I drew a Purple “base line” from Stryker starting at 06h00 and ending at Browning at 

06h26. Then as the train went through Radnor after 3 minutes, I placed Radnor on the intersection 

of the 3 minute horizontal line. To get to Whitefish took a total of 5 minutes from the start, so the 

vertical Whitefish line was placed at the intercept with the 06h05 horizontal line. And I am sure 

you will understand the rest… 

 

This Purple line also becomes a “base” for me to use when drawing in the trains while setting up 

the schedule. 

Let’s now put in the 1st Local Passenger we described in the last article. Below, you can see the 

local passenger leaving East Glacier Park at 06h02 (In light grey). It then reaches Essex at 06h04. 

But now the line heads down vertically for a minute. What is this? Well, this is where the local has 

stopped for 1 minute to drop off and pick up passengers. The same happens further down the line. 

What I have not shown here is the Purple line for trains heading from Browning to Stryker. Look at 
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the next image and instructions.  

 

Now, we want to put in a train heading in the opposite direction. Basically, one of the other trains 

to start off the day is the Unit Coal Empty that leaves Whitefish with empty coal wagons and takes 

them to the coal mine at Browning. Below, you will see a black line starting at the top right under 

Whitefish and heading down and left to Browning. 

A couple of interesting notes here: Firstly the Whitefish empty coal wagons at Whitefish are 

accessed via Columbia Falls. So at 06h00 the engineer takes a set of 3 locomotives from the diesel 

yard and heads to Columbia Falls. Referring to the diagram below shows that he arrives at 06h02. 

But then there is a grey section for a further 4 minutes. Here he reverses down a side line and 

hooks onto the empty wagons. 

Lastly, once connected, he departs at 06h06 from Columbia Falls. Notice how the black line for the 

Unit Coal Empty closely follows the purple line. If the line was shallower, it would indicate that the 

train must travel unrealistically fast. If it was steeper, then very slow. So the purple line is purely a 

guide. Once complete with the train schedule, the purple line is either hidden or deleted. 
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What about the graph paper option, I hear you ask?  Well, all you need to do is make a template 

out of wood, Perspex or the like in the shape of a triangle. The bottom of the triangle must be 

parallel to the time lines and the hypotenuse will be the speed. 

Continuing, if we look at the image above, the train seems to stop at West Glacier Park for 4 

minutes! Why? 

 

That is because it has a “meet” with an oncoming train. At 06h04, the Chicago to Seattle manifest 

left Browning. Due to its seniority, the Manifest gets a straight through run and the Unit Empty has 

to sit in the “hole” at West Glacier Park waiting for it. 

Now, at Whitefish, the Manifest sits on the arrival track for a long time – ten real minutes. This is 

where the Whitefish yard crew work the train, removing wagons destined for the area and 

inserting the wagons that have come from industries in the area and are destined for Seattle. Once 

the switching is done, he then departs again at 06h32. 

 

Now, on my layout, I do not have any double track. If there was, trains would happily ride along 
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and meets would not be a problem as they simply pass on the double track. So I have purposely 

made my layout a single track with passing sidings. What this means, is that in the above image, 

the strings can only cross each other on the vertical town lines where there are passing sidings. 

They can NOT cross the strings between the two towns! The only time this would be possible is 

when you have double track between those two towns! 

Lastly, looking at the two images on the next two pages, the start time is 06h00 and end time is 

09h00 “Real Time”. Basically 3 hours of operating.  Again, as you will see on the below image, the 

last two trains end at 08h30. John Burkhardt and I have found that a two and a half hour session is 

perfect for the operators and the layout. One must realise that if the session runs longer, more 

trains will be needed! Sometimes a difficult task. 

And so we slowly start filling the string line with all our available “intercity” trains. Below is my 

complete train schedule, for interest’s sake. However, there is substantially more to learn and 

understand. Things like “Locals” which are unscheduled trains. What if trains are late?, how does it 

mess up the time table?, and much more… 

So stay tuned for further articles which will hopefully be written on time again  - and thanks for 

the interest in these articles. 

Editor: An Operations 

Session underway at 

Glynn’s layout.  Note 

the Timetable clipped 

to the board above 

the Whitefish Yard, 

left of Ralph Davey’s 

head…  
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The current “Timetable” in use on my layout
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A template for the creation of the Timetable.
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Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

An SAR Class 34 Diesel on a state of 

the art RTR chassis - Part 2 

 

 

In this part we look in detail at the work required on the body to prepare and assemble it for final assembly 

on the LL P2k SD9 chassis. However a lot is repetition of what we did back in Feb & Mar 2016 when we 

dealt with the installation of the Lights, Speaker and Decoder – please dig out / refer back to those issues 

and study and proceed with that work accordingly, but first… 

 

My contribution for this month is somewhat shorter, not because the work described is less, but rather as I don’t want 

to waste space by repeating what was already shown in the Feb 2016 (p11-27) and March 2016 (p28-34) newsletters. 

We will be dealing the same way with the Body modifications and preparation to final assembly onto the chassis that 

we prepared in Part 1 last month. Hence please read Part 2 below in conjunction with the newsletter pages 

mentioned above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIMA SAR CLASS 34 

In Parts 1 & 2 we prepared the Loco chassis to improve electrical pick up and to accept the wire connections from the 

shell, which we modified to accept mounting of a speaker, LED lights and a PCB type decoder. All that now remains for 

us to do is to mate the two assemblies and program the decoder for optimal performance of the loco. 

However as I was loaned another of these models, and while on my work bench I decided to photograph the possible 
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At the outset I mentioned that I did work with two different bodies to complete this conversion. 

 

1. There is a very good-looking version available from SA Railway Models (SARM) that has full buffer beams 

cast on and is fitted with couplers – but we also need a fuel tank that will be covering the rounded fuel tank 

bulge in the SD9 chassis with a more SAR-like square one - you have to negotiate price and delivery with Jan 

Gouws at sarm@telkomsa.net. 

 

2. I also worked with an original LIMA body taken off a dummy and in this case I needed Jan Gouws’ help in 

providing a set of buffer beams with couplers; you may be able to use those cut off the LIMA trucks if avail-

able.   

 

 

First I removed the cab so as to be able to work on it while the epoxy with which I bonded the buffer beams 

to the sill at each end sets. On the LIMA body it is easier to make the modifications to the cab while it is off 

the shell, but the cab on the SARM body is integral to the whole casting. 

 

The modifications that I did to the LIMA cab are to separate the window glazing fom the light bar feeding 

the headlight, fit an SMT0603 golden white LED as a cab light, and add seats with 2 crew members. 

 

As the Cab in the SARM body is integral we have to work with the complete body in hand, which is a bit 

more akward, but involves in principle the same operations. 

 

First I remove the complete glazing from the cab and cut the individual panes from it to stick separately 

into their respective frames. 

 

mailto:sarm@telkomsa.net
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The rear bulk head on the LIMA cab reaches too far down and we need to remove some of the back wall 

material to clear the front gear tower. This became clear during the trial fit of the body shell to the 

modified chassis after I re-assembled the trucks to the chassis. 

 

For the cab light I used a golden-white SMT 0603 LED. These critters are so tiny and have a tendency to 

become independent when you’re trying to pick them up with tweezers, and then are hard to find, if at all. 

At their high cost you don’t want to lose too many of them. However TCS is making them available already 

soldered to a strip of PCB which makes it easier to solder wires to, and they also have them already fitted 

with red and green transformer wire to indicate positive and negative leads. However as I have a roll of 38 

SWG transformer wire on hand, I soldered liberal lengths of transformer wire (it’s cheap and can be 

trimmed later to needed length) to the SMT and for later identification I make the positive lead, to which I 

still have to attach the 1K resistor, considerably shorter. I stuck the LED with a tiny blob of 2-part epoxy to 

the center post between the front window panes and then routed the wires through a 1mm hole drilled in 

the rear bulkhead of the cab, just above the headlight light bar. To seal the light straying from the light bar 

into the cab, and at the same time hold/protect the LED wires, I covered both with a suitably trimmed piece 

of black insulation tape. 
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Next I cut some small lengths off a styrene angle to fashion some seats to place a crew member close to 

each cab wall, in such a way that they will be clearly visible at least when the cab light is on. However I was 

a bit heavy in my selection and instead of redoing the seats I did slot the body so that the seats cleared into 

the cross member, and the cab did seat again right down into the body. Initially this looked as if this greatly 

weakened the attachment of the short hood to the body, but I decided instead of only clipping the cab back 

into the body to cement it in, thereby ensuring sufficient strength from body through the cab to the nose. 

 

        
 

Incompatability in plastics between the seats and the painted crew figures required me to smear a small 

blob of 2-part epoxy to their backsides before placing them on their seats. Similarly to affix the buffer 

beams to the body required 2-part epoxy as MEK would not work and CA did not offer sufficient bonding 

strength when knocked from the front (read: hard rear-ending). Although not looking very elegant though 

not visible when the loco is assembled again, for that strength reason I applied a substantial fillet of epoxy 

along the full width on the inside of the buffer beam.      
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Before I reinserted the cab I prepared two LED holders for the headlight & back-up light 3mm LED’s, and 

cemented them in position with MEK behind the light bar in the cab and the BL lens in the tail of the body. 

 

           
 

Although my mods of the chassis frame were such that the body shell actually clipped over the chassis  

 

        
 

frame and did hold quite firmly, it does not offer enough security for picking up the loco on the body 

allowing the chassis assembly to drop out. However there is a conveniently placed countersunk hole in the 

chassis frame that did secure the SD9 body shell to the frame. In order to make use of that and its screw I 
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had to cement a styrene block of 6x10x12mm on the inside of the body wall. During trial assembly I did 

mark the center of the hole on the body’s edge and then aligned the block so that it centered on that mark 

and was flush with the underside of the body sill. 

 

I had already tested the cab light once when I installed it in the cab when off the body (don’t forget the 1k 

resistor connected in-line before applying any voltage above 2.5V DC) but I also learnt that it is essential to 

test once more with the cab clipped in position before cementing it in place. At that stage we also see 

whether the effect is as desired, and you can see the crew and the light is approximately the right intensity.   

 

 
 

That brings us to the stage where we want to install headlight, Speaker assembly, Decoder and back-up 

light assembly in the shell. This, as I said in the preamble, is all described in the Feb and Mar 2016 issues of 

this newsletter, and all you have to decide is which of the options to use.  At the outset I also stated that 

this conversion results in the best-running and sounding SAR Class 34 model you can get, but unfortunately 

this is at a commensurately high price. Therefore I suggest that we also use the best decoder and speakers 

available to maximize the result! 

 

Hence my choice to complete this conversion was to use the ESU LokSound V4.0 decoder connected to a 

pair of close-coupled 8 Ohm PAD speakers, wired in parallel to match the 4 Ohm impedance rating of the 

loudspeaker’s amp. The speaker assembly is shown in the March issue on pages 28-31, while the decoder 

install is described on pages 33 & 34. 
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Next month in Part 3 we will re-assemble the chassis and drive-line components as well as wire the shell 

assembly and chassis together so that we can take it on a test run.  

 

John Burkhardt 2017.11.30 

 

 

 

 

AMTRAK News 

Supplied By Brian Clark (member of GFG and SAG) 

Introduction 

I have seen so many varieties of Amtrak rolling stock in the catalogues and in the hobby shops but have 

always wondered whether the paint scheme for one or the other era would match the locomotive that I 

wanted. Aside from trying to match the respective Phases of the varied colour stripes of red and blue and 

silver livery for the correct period, I wanted to know why there were so many variants of car type. Here is a 

short overview of Amtrak and the rolling stock that they use…   

Traction Power over the years 

New orders for Amtrak began in 1973. As a result of long lead-times for production, six French-built 

Turboliner train sets were the first new ones to be used in revenue services. Another seven Turboliners 

(built by Rohr) followed. To replace twenty-year-old locomotives in 1973, orders were for 150 EMD SDF40F 

3,000-hp road diesels, 26 GE E60CP 6,000-hp heavy electrics, and 25 GE P30CH 3,000-hp road diesels. A pair 

of SDF40F locomotives headed many long-haul trains. As a result of a number of mysterious derailments on 

several railroad companies’ tracks, the six-axle SDP40Fs were replaced with four-axle F40PH cab units. The 

3,000-hp locomotives were built from 1976 up until 1992. They serve as Amtrak’s primary road diesel 

locomotive. More than 500 were built. MD offered the F40PH-2, a slight upgrade with 3,200-hp. There were 

other buyers including VIA Rail Canada, Caltrain in San Franciso Bay area, and Metrolink in Southern 

California. There were additionally 47 AEM7 7,000-hp light-weight electric units (1979 – 1982), 10 EMD 

F40PH 3,000-hp road diesels (1987 – 1988) and 7 AEM 7,000-hp light-weight electrics (1988).  
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Car Types 

There have been many varieties of passenger car types on Amtrak.  

1. Bi-level (Hi-level and Superliner) run everywhere West of Chicago and Southwards through St Louis, 

Little Rock, Dallas, and to the Texas coastline at Houston. From Houston they are found eastwards 

to New Orleans. 

 

The High-level (Heritage) cars were built for the Sante Fe in the mid 1950s by Budd. All of these cars were 

rebuilt with HEP for use in superliner trains. Of the 77 cars in service, 36 are coach-dormitory cars with 

stairs to make the height transition to single-level cars. 

Super-liners were products of Pullman-Standard in 1980 and 1981. Of 282 cars in service they included 

coach, coach-baggage, diner-lounge, and sleeper configurations. Eleven cars were rebuilt as snack coaches 

with limited food services. 

2. Single-level long haul (Amfleet II, Heritage Fleet, and View-liner) run southwards from Chicago to 

New Orleans, but via Memphis. They run eastwards of this route too, as far as Montreal in Canada, 

Boston, New York, Atlantic City, Washington D.C., and Norfolk and through all of the Eastern States 

as far South as Miami. 

 

The original Heritage Fleet equipment was built between 1948 and 1964 by the Budd Company, Pullman 

Standard, American Car and Foundry, and St. Louis Car Company. There were all car types but now mostly 

sleepers, coaches, dome cars and food service cars.  

Amfleet II was the second generation of Amfleet cars built in 1981 and 1982 by the Budd Company. The 149 

cars in service have single vestibules and come in coach and lounge car configurations for use in long-haul 

trains. The first series (Amfleet I), built by Budd between 1974 and 1977 were two-vestibule cars with 

configurations for Coach and Food Service which have a variant floor plan. Of the 483 cars in service, 118 

were equipped with multiple unit cables for push/pull operation in the “North-East Corridor”. 

The View-liner was built with the intention to replace the Heritage Fleet on long-haul trains. 

3. The Horizon Fleet are Amtrak’s newest cars built by Bombardier Incorporated in 1989 and 1990. 

They have dual vestibules. There are two versions, coach, and food-service with high-density seat-

ing. The 104 cars operate in the Midwest. 

 

4 Electrified (primarily Amfleet and Metro-liner Service) run from Philadelphia through New York and 

Connecticut and south to Washington D.C. 

Particular routes only use certain passenger car types 

1. Some routes use primarily Amfleet, such as the route to the North of Detroit. 

2. Some routes use primarily Horizon Fleet, such as from Kansas City, Eastwards to St Louis and 

Northwards to Milwaukee, Grand Rapids and Detroit. 

3. Some routes use primarily Turbo-liner, such as Montreal to New York. 
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Outeniqua Railway Society 

Text By John Crook (club Chairman) 

Photography and submission By Johan Leeflang (our Southern Cape correspondent!) 

Editor’s Note: Johan Leeflang was an active member here at EMRIG before he moved down to the Southern 

Cape.  Johan is an avid photographer, as well as an avid model-trainer, and he manages to combine those 

two interests so well!  Johan sent me some photos that he had recently taken of a couple of new and 

interesting locomotives, taken on the layout of his current train club – the Outeniqua Railway Society in 

George.  (Kobus Pelser, in his July 2017 Water Tower Challenge Part 3, gave us a brief description about this 

club and its layout). I asked Johan to provide us with a bit more information about their club, and here is 

what they have provided for us, in addition to his beautiful photographs of some very special model trains….     

A HISTORY OF THE OUTENIQUA RAILWAY SOCIETY AND ITS MODEL ROOM 

 

 
 

The Outeniqua Railway Society had its origin in a film show arranged in 1996 by Peter Greeff.  This led to a 

meeting of ten enthusiasts at which it was resolved to form a Society that was inaugurated on 7th March 

1998 where Pieter J. Geldenhuys, S.A.A.F. General [Rtd], an ardent rail photographer, was appointed as 

Chairman and Raymond L. Cairncross, a known local historian of George, as Treasurer.  From this small band 

of ten enthusiasts on that first day, the Society has grown in leaps and bounds, boosted by the September 

1998 Heritage Steam Festival held in George, during which occasion we topped 120 newly enrolled 

members, not only local from within the Garden Route, but South Africa-wide and even from overseas in 

America, U.K. and Europe.  With member fluctuations over the years we are now a thriving organisation 
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with a complete age range of both sexes from 18 to Senior Citizens – our oldest being 93 years of age.  

With that span of years amongst us it was natural that the railway-orientated members would bring to the 

Society a mass of skills and knowledge between them from all walks of life, not least Allen Duff and Peter 

Greeff, whose knowledge of the South African rail scene is absolutely paramount. Also scattered amongst 

the members are those whose entire family, back to the late 1800s, were employed on the staff of South 

African Railways, as drivers, firemen, in signalling and the permanent way. There’s personal history for you!  

So, we then had a Society that needed housing.  The Museum management offered us the use of the 

George Transport Museum (then titled The Transnet Heritage Foundation [THF] Railway Museum).  It is a 

building that is the apex of railway atmosphere for us.  What other Railway Society, except perhaps that 

connected with the York National Railway Museum in England, has a medium that could boast such a 

complete environment of railway nostalgia? Railways ooze from every corner of the structure.  Everything, 

but everything, is on the doorstep for us, from the members’ avid interests in the preservation of steam 

locomotives, carriage and freight rolling stock, whose individual histories commenced back at the end of the 

nineteenth century, to the memorabilia of the railway scene in all of its aspects, from line-side building 

structures and equipment to the thousands of railway artefacts on display.  What a wonderful setting for a 

railway-orientated society to be connected with.  That is the climate in which we started to grow, and we 

have not looked back, not once! 

When I think back over my life and the societies to which I have belonged, I recall the cold, miserable, 

poorly-lit rooms and church hall lofts that were unhappily tolerated because they were the only available 

locations in which to meet other railway enthusiasts and develop each other’s interests.  But here at George, 

well, this is something so completely different.  What more do we ever need with such an atmosphere to 

thrive in?  

Having created the Society, and a location, next came the development of individual interests within it.  The 

subjects that stood out, although each one is railway-orientated, are so individually different from each 

other.  There was obviously a need for a Preservation and Restoration group, whose desire is to ensure that 

steam rail is not forgotten, and we also had to cater for a band of ardent photographers, who knew all the 

choice locations on the Garden Route from which to ‘phot’ the scenes for posterity, and could produce 

commercial quality pictures.  

Then, there were the philatelists, the railway historians and those who drooled over the minutest details of 

the railway artefacts around them.  We also found that at least 50% of the members were modelling 

‘fanatics’, totally bitten by the disease. They were anxiously awaiting the day when they could be involved in 

a layout beyond their wildest dreams, which would have virtually everything that a model railway should 

have on display.  Also, somewhere the individual modeller, who didn’t have the necessary space at home or 

knowledge, to employ all those modelling aspects, or unable to do everything for himself, could be involved 

in a ‘hands-on’ team experience, where other members’ skills and experience were a source that could be 

readily tapped and willingly shared to increase their own knowledge. 

This situation then created the birth of the Model Room Special Interest Group within the Society.  But 

where to set up a layout was the problem?  During the inauguration year, whilst the Museum was becoming 

organised in its overall location of all the artefacts which were pouring into the building on a daily basis 
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from throughout the country, Museum management decisions were, understandably, somewhat slow.  The 

problems we were faced with were that any room made available must be totally secure, have an adequate 

power supply, be reasonably large to accommodate our needs and have an internal ceiling, which would 

prevent the squadrons of pigeons from dive-bombing us or making a base within it. 

Almost a year later, in January 1999, the then Curator, Mr Ken Jeanes, being aware of our desire to get 

started, kindly offered the Society floor space within the Museum of really adequate, even generous 

proportions, on which a brick shell was constructed for our benefit and fitted out with power, lighting and 

the security arrangements to our requirements.  This ‘shell’ was ready by mid-February ’99 and with the 

generosity of Urbans Industries Pty Ltd, whose owner donated every item of timber, we were ready to start 

construction of the basic bench-work on 1st March.  This aspect took us four weeks to complete and we 

initially created a single run, end to end of 50 metres with two under-sections, thereby providing a total of 

150 metres for a continuous circuitous run. THF have our most grateful thanks for granting us this space 

within their domain. 

Following the numerous and generous donations of track, stock and materials, together with members’ 

own stock, we promised the Society and The Heritage Foundation that we would be basically operational by 

the commencement of the Steam Festival on 19 September 1999, and to this end the active modellers 

among us were hard at it in discussion, design, construction, tracking, electrification and basic scenics, still 

appreciating there would be many years ahead for further development after the Steam festivities were 

over. 

The layout, covering an area of 98 square metres, is patterned as an elongated ‘dog-bone’ including two 

terminals set at each end of the tracking, two major marshalling yards, a helix, mountains, towns, farms and 

industries, an exact replica of the Kaaimans River Bridge (taken from original blueprints dated 1925), and 

many features of line-side railway scenery.  

The visiting public are invited to search for over 70 different features on the layout, to make their visits 

more interesting, the prize ‘find’ being a bungee jumper and proposals for putting out a fire in a smoking 

model building.  We also run the ‘Trans Karoo’, the ‘Blue Train’ and Rovos Rail and other ‘named trains’ [in 

progress], together with long lines of coal and oil freight trains throughout the layout. 

Over the ensuing years the pattern has changed considerably.  We were aware the public wanted to see 

movement on the layout when we were closed, so we installed a double circuit, each of 30 metres, which 

could be activated by a coin-slot.  This ensured public satisfaction and enabled us to receive funds with 

which to develop the layout further.  What an opportunity!  New members and new innovations were 

welcomed and the layout grew even further.  There are approximately 2,5 scale kilometres of tracking, 

steam, diesel and electric locomotives with various items of rolling stock running today.   

We aim to operate SAR locomotives and currently have the Class 26 ‘Red Devil’, Class 25, and Class 15AR 

and other classes planned, as funds allow.  To bring everything ‘to life’, people and road traffic are gracing 

the stations and scenery, together with farm animals, horses, dogs and chickens, back gardens, washing on 

clothes lines, ‘long-drops’ and lamp-posts.  

The scenery includes the ‘Knysna Heads’ together with docked shipping, rivers, falls, a dam, lakes, 

boardwalks and a squatter camp.  There’s a disaster area, Scouts and abseilers on the mountainside, a 



 

Page 22 of 33 

 

wayside station serving Cango, construction sites, new buildings and damaged ones. There’s a Caravan park, 

farm and fruit orchard. Even a nudist scene! Even the first Hops farm on a layout in SA, is also incorporated. 

Wow! What are our future plans?  Well, there is now a new model of the Maalgaten Railway Bridge 

constructed by Vivian Ladbrooke, a much-photographed site when travelling on the train to Mossel Bay; an 

extension of the existing tracking to circumvent the central pillar in the Model Room; and, providing there is 

still sufficient space available, whatever the modellers wish to further incorporate to keep the interest and 

activity flowing. 

One thing is certain; we are the largest, public-attended, HO gauge layout, in the southern hemisphere and 

we are still growing!  A complete plan of the present layout was drawn up by Vivian to ensure no confusion 

with the wiring, which is also tabbed & marked. 

Our current workload includes signalling of the layout. The new control boards with ‘fibre optic’, track 

routing and ‘blocking’ of the track movement of the trains. Future planning includes ‘fast time’ operation, 

and timetabling of the movement of the trains.  There’s no end to it all.  Layouts are never finished.  There is 

always some new item to add, together with ‘weathering’ the engines, rolling stock and structures, beside 

all the time involved in improvements, maintenance, cleaning and repairs. 

I forgot to mention, we still have many trees to make and ‘plant’ and are looking for volunteers with that 

‘green finger’ touch to assist in this task!  

We also have an extensive library of railway books, videos and DVD’s. In addition, we provide modelling 

advice and assistance in respect of the hundreds of questions we are asked by the public. We also cater for 

group visits and school’s attendances, and the children’s questions don’t stop, not ever! 

If you are a railway modeller, or just interested in all kinds of trains, are over 18 and live on the Garden 

Route, or in fact anywhere in S.A., even overseas, and wish to get involved with us, you will always be 

welcome as a member and be a part of a very thriving and contented Society, whose interest is in trains, 

trains and yet more trains!!! As a bonus we also provide a monthly journal to maintain your enthusiasm of 

the hobby of modelling and/or worldwide railway interests.   

Contact: John P. Crook:  Outeniqua Railway Society: Email: jpcrook@balooga.com 

….And here’s an extract from Johan’s email… 

Hi Gentleman up in the North, 
I photographed our brand new Red Devil & Class 25NC locos which Eric Bekker from Dana Baai (near 
Mossel Bay) built for the Outeniqua Railway Society, and which are now running on our club’s layout in 
George.  The one bridge near us in the Wilderness is the Kaaimans River bridge, the other is the Malgas 
Bridge which runs down south on the George to Mossel Bay line and can be seen from the N2 highway.  The 
Malgas bridge was built by one of our members, Vivian Ladbrooke, built of brass, an extremely accurate 
representation which took him over 3 months to complete. 
I thought with these two beautiful locos in a very local setting on our club’s layout it will do justice to these 
classical machines. 
 
Kind Regards from the Deep South 
Johan Leeflang 
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Class 25NC (above) and “Red Devil” Class 26 (below) traversing the distinctive Kaaimans River Bridge 
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Class 26 / Class 25NC double-header heading east to west over the Kaaimans River Bridge 

 

 

Class 25NC on Vivian Ladbrooke’s spectacular Malgas River Bridge 
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The Red Devil on the Malgas River Bridge, a photo showing more of the bridge structure 

 

A terminus station on the Outeniqua layout 
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Marshalling Yard 

 

A container train passes in sight of the famous Knysna Heads backdrop on the layout 
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Sale (by Auction) of Items Donated to the Club 

The Auction is to be held at the AGM on 21st January!! 

Over a period of time, a number of locos and rolling stock items have been donated to EMRIG.  Items that 

were suited to incorporation on the club layout have been used in that way, either as static elements, or as 

rolling stock to make up functional trains.  Items not used in this way have been kept in safe storage.  

Recently, certain members who were aware of these stored items have asked if they could possibly 

purchase them from the club.  This was discussed by the Committee, and it was felt that the fairest process 

would be to offer the items to ALL Club members in good standing (i.e. paid-up members), through the 

medium of an auction, so that all members could have the opportunity to make offers for the items, and 

not just those who were “in the know”… 

The auction will take place straight after the club’s AGM on Sunday 21st January.  Only paid-up or honorary 

members of the club will be eligible to take part in the bidding.  The items are all sold “voetstoots” (as is).  

Payment is to be made within 72 hours of the winning bid being announced. If no payment is received, the 

runner up will win the auction.  The committee’s decision is final and it reserves the right to withdraw an 

item if the minimum bid price is not met.  Any items for which no or sub-minimum offers are received will 

then be disposed of through sale to the general public at the next (March 2018) Swap Meet. 

 

The catalogue of items which are available is presented below, so that members can get some idea of what 

there is available….  And sorry for the N-Gaugers – there are no N Gauge items on sale…. 

 

LOT 

NUMBER 

 

DESCRIPTION MINIMUM BID ITEM PHOTO 

LOT 1 

 

British Passenger Coach 

belonging to the CNA 

Magazine set 

R100-00 

 

LOT 2 Hornby Passenger 

Pullman Diner Coach 

Good condition 

R120-00 
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LOT 3 6 Graham Farish Goods 

wagons old type, metal 

bodies and plastic 

wheels 

R200-00 set 

 

LOT 4 3 Lima SAR Trans Karoo 

Coaches (Boxed)  

Good condition 

R700-00 set 

 

LOT 5 Lima SAR Center cab 

diesel 

Fair condition 

Minimum  Bid 

R150-00 

 

LOT 6 Unknown Chassis with 

decoder attached 

R150-00 

 

LOT 7 Hornby Black 5 Loco –  

Old tooling 

R150-00 

 

LOT 8 2 Lima steam locos – 

ideal for young child 

starter set 

Old Tooling 

R200-00 pair 

 

LOT 9 4 MT Tank (2 6 2) 67601 R300-00 
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LOT 10 Lima SAR Electric unit 

(powered) 

R400-00 

 

LOT 11 5 MT Steiner loco 

(Hornby) 45158  

Old tooling 

R400-00 

 

LOT 12 British DR Coco Diesel 

D6830 large flanges 

R400-00 

 

LOT 13 Flying Scotsman R450-00 

 

 

 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By …………………………? 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

 2015 November Niel Wilson 

 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 
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 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

 2016 April  Peter Fish 

 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

 …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), needs to donate to charity! 

 2017 September Karel van Breda 

 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

 2017 November and December   ….. waiting….. 

IN OCTOBER, CARL CHALLENGED RON POOLE TO WRITE AN ARTICLE, BUT RON HAS BEEN AWAY ON 

BUSINESS AND HAVING TO WRITE UP HIS REPORTS FOLLOWING THOSE VISITS, AND HAS NOW HAD TO 

DASH OFF TO THE UK… SO HAS NOT HAD AN OPPORTUNITY AS YET TO WRITE FOR US…. 

RON SAYS HE’LL HOPEFULLY BE WRITING THIS MONTH, AND WE’LL SEE HIS ARTICLE IN THE NEXT 

NEWSLETTER.  WE’RE LOOKNG FORWARD TO IT, RON! 

………………… 

  

 Upcoming Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the duty roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the REGULAR Duty Roster till the end of January. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in public domain; however, these are on the 

full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club if required. 
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As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make a plan to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 
 
Sat 2-12 William vd B 1 Wed 6-12 

Brian D 

2 Sat 9-12 Kallie vB 2 Wed 13-12 Colin A 

3 Sat 16-12 Theuns W 3 Wed 20-12 Dave W 

4 Sat 23-12 Glynn C 4 Wed 27-12 Johan dV  

5 Sat 30-12 Brian D 1 Wed 3-01 Kallie vB 

1 Sat 6-01 Jimmy M 2 Wed 10-01     Colin A 

2 Sat 13-01 Terrence M 3 Wed 17-01 Dave W 

3 Sat 20-01 Kobus P 4 Wed 24-01 Brian D 

4 Sat 27-01 William vd B 5 Wed 31-01 Jan K  

1 Sat 3-02 Colin A  1 Wed 7-02 Kallie vB 

 

And here is the SPECIAL HOLIDAY ROSTER for the period 16th December to 3rd January… 

  Date Name   Date Name 

 
 
Sat 16-12 Theuns W  Sun 17-12 

Colin TT 

 Mon 18-12 Kobus P  Tues 19-12 William vdB 

 Wed 20-12 Dave W  Thu 21-12 Kallie vB 

 Fri 22-12 Colin A  Sat 23-12 Glynn C  

 
Sun 24-12 William vd B 

 
Mon 25-12 NO EMRIG 

 
Tue 26-12 NO EMRIG 

 
Wed 27-12     Johan dV 

 Thu 28-12 Dave W  Fri 29-12 
Terrence M  
with Bennie vdM 

 Sat 30-12 Brian D  Sun 31-12 NO EMRIG 

 Mon 1-01 NO EMRIG  Tue 2-01 NO EMRIG 

 Wed 3-01 Kallie vB 
 

  

 

Many thanks to Margaret Wynne for putting this (as well as the 2018 Roster) together for us, and 

to all the guys listed for offering their services! 
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Club Diary and Upcoming Activities:- 

 

 Saturday 9th December, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 9th December, PMTC Swap Meet in Pretoria 

 Saturday 16th December, EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead   

 Saturday 16th December, Reefsteamers Christmas Special to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 13th January, EMRIG Committee Meeting 

 Sunday 21st January 2018 - EMRIG AGM and braai at Arrowe Park, 

Homestead Lake, Benoni 

 Saturday 27th January, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 3rd February, Reefsteamers to Irene 

   

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Past Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine     cttremaine@mweb.co.za  

Secretary – Margaret Wynne       mrwynne@icon.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (Brian Dawson taking over, under guidance of Colin TT)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – (Margaret Wynne is now assisting Colin TT)….. 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2018 WILL BE DUE FOR PAYMENT BY END 
FEBRUARY 2018!! 

IF YOU STILL HAVEN’T PAID YOUR 2017 SUBS YET, WE HOPE THAT YOU HAVE NOT 
BEEN RUNNING TRAINS AT THE CLUB IN CONTRAVENTION OF THE CLUB RULES!   

THE SUBSCRIPTION FEES FOR 2018 WILL BE CONFIRMED AT THE AGM, WHICH IS TO 
BE HELD DURING JANUARY.  ONCE THEY ARE CONFIRMED…. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 


