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Chairman’s Report – November 2017 

By Terrence Marx 

 
We have pretty much raced through this month and are now one month away from the start of the 

silly season of December. Christmas decorations are already up at the Mall!  I need to let you know 

that the Mall has asked us to stay open more days during the upcoming holidays, so those of us 

who have a few hours to kill over the upcoming holidays, please consider going to the club and 

running some trains.  

Unfortunately, there is some bad news: the wonderful work that Jimmy did on the bridge module 

and the farm has been somewhat undone by a bunch of idiots (and there is really no better way to 

describe them) who damaged the workers on the bridge and damaged and pinched some of the 

equipment on the farm as well. The result was that we had to remove the bridge workers from the 

bridge and the farm is missing some equipment. I once again urge the members to keep a vigilant 

eye out when they are talking to the public. It is quite easy to get involved in a conversation on the 

one end of the layout and then to have shenanigans occur on the other end. An in-depth 

discussion was held afterwards on the WhatsApp group. I appreciate everybody's use of the group, 

the collective participation is appreciated. The committee will be discussing the options 

highlighted so that we can try to combat this evil once and for all, so keep an eye out for a work 

party announcement in that regard. 
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Also in the newsletter is an article about the Port Elizabeth model railway club and I for one am 

interested to see that article. That club (PEMRC) has a Facebook page too, so look out for that as 

well. 

Keep them wheels rolling….. 
 
Terrence 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Key Duty Roster for DECEMBER! 

Yip, the Management of Northmead Mall have asked that we please have trains running as often as possi-

ble during the December holiday period.  So we are needing members to volunteer to do Key Duty when-

ever they can, please, ALL days of the week!  We are looking at doing this from Sunday 17th December 

through to New Year.  Ideally we need at least two persons on duty per day, to run trains AND keep an eye 

on things.  Please contact Margaret Wynne to offer your services, as she is compiling the roster of those 

available.  She is on mrwynne@icon.co.za. 

Extra Newsletter Contributions 

At EMRIG we are really fortunate to have a number of committed contributors, who regularly produce arti-

cles for inclusion in our newsletter.  But some of our “regular contributors” are sometimes too busy to 

write, and it would always be good to have fresh ideas and different viewpoints expressed in our newslet-

ter as well.  So this is an appeal for more of our members to offer articles for inclusion in the newsletter – 

articles of interest concerning either prototypical or model railroading, whether of a technical nature or just 

your personal experiences….  Articles can be anything from 1 to maximum 10 pages, and should preferably 

be illustrated through inclusion of photos, diagrams, maps etc.  If you copy or quote from other sources in 

your article, please then remember to acknowledge the original author.   Articles can be sent to me directly 

at brian.dawson@iafrica.com. 

And remember, should you get “challenged” through the Water Tower Challenge to write an article, that 

this is a serious challenge, and that (as per the original Ice-Bucket Challenge concept, you are expected to 

make a decent donation to a worthy charity if you fail to meet the challenge!   

Outside Events / Layout Visits 

ColinTT has done a sterling job of arranging events for the club over the past many years.  But Colin is “run-

ning out of steam” as far as this is concerned (and is also a bit disillusioned with the level of participation by 

club members in events he has arranged).  Brian Dawson has agreed to take over the arrangement of such 

events for the club from 2018, under ColinTT’s guidance – and will be striving to get back to a regular 

mailto:mrwynne@icon.co.za
mailto:brian.dawson@iafrica.com
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monthly programme of activities.  But Brian is still a bit of a novice in this game, and is looking for sugges-

tions from club members of places to go and things to do….   So if you know of interesting layouts to visit, 

especially ones we have not been to in the past two years, or interesting train-related places to visit or ac-

tivities to do, then please suggest them to me.  Again, mail me at brian.dawson@iafrica.com. 

Wi-Fi at the club premises  

Here’s a reminder – if you have a “Smart phone”, and your Wi-Fi is enabled, your phone will automatically 

pick up and connect to the club’s Raspberry Pi system (whether you choose to do so or not) when you are 

in or close to the club premises.  This is to enable you to operate and control your DCC train using the En-

gine Driver application if you have downloaded it and wish to do so.  Because the club’s Raspberry Pi is not 

connected to the internet, you will not receive or be able to send any Whatsapp messages etc.  Provided 

you are NOT operating your train through your phone, and wish to continue to be able to send and receive 

Whatsapp messages or connect to the internet to check your emails or bank balance or whatever, you need 

to TURN OFF your Wi-Fi, which will disconnect you from Raspberry Pi, and only then, provided your mobile 

data is enabled, you will be able to send and receive Whatsapp messages, access Internet, etc.    

Shirts, Caps, Mugs, Badges 

Jan Kruger has ordered and received stock of these club items – shirts, caps, mugs, and metal and cloth 

badges with the club emblem.  There is a list on the “admin table” inside the HO Layout, if you wish to place 

orders with Jan for these items (or you can mail him directly).  Please note that some of the prices now 

have increased a bit from what was previously advertised…  The new shirts are a superior quality to the old 

ones, but Jan still has two old “Large” shirts (much cheaper) in stock for those who respond very quickly: 

Shirts   S – L R310,00 XL – 2XL R340,00  3XL – 5XL R370,00 

Caps   R75,00  Mugs  R55,00 

Metal Badges  R40,00  Cloth Badges R70,00 

Name Tags for 2017 

There are STILL (!) some name tags in a small plastic container on the table in the centre of the HO 

layout, for those members who have paid their subs for 2017, but not yet collected their tags.  

Please remember to look for and take your name tags when next you are at the club.  (You ought 

not to be running trains at the club unless you are wearing your current blue 2017 name tag! – and 

it’s almost time for the new 2018 ones!!!!)…….   

My Operations Adventures – Vol. x (The ?????) 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Editor’s Note: Glynn has apologised that, having been run off his feet this month, he has not had time to 

produce this article!!  But there WILL be one again next month!...  That’s what he says!!.......... 

mailto:brian.dawson@iafrica.com
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Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

 

An SAR Class 34 Diesel on a state of 

the art RTR chassis - Part 1. 

 

 

So the brief was to find a chassis with drive-line properties to produce, together with the supplied body 

shell, a Loco that performs electro-mechanically as well as anything RTR available on the market, that 

matches the SAR Class 34 Diesel outline and dimensions with minimal compromise, with body-mounted 

pilots and Kadee couplers, and has the best sound available…  

After that wonderful visit to Miniatur Wunderland, it’s back to the hard slog of converting locos to DCC and Sound. I 

have recently done a number of SAR locos with excellent bodies and paint schemes, produced by SARM in Cape Town. 

However he was not happy with the mechanical performance, and asked me what I would suggest to improve that 

aspect. In the following series I describe what I did for him to make his diesel run better than what is currently 

available in the market place.        

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIMA SAR CLASS 34 

In Parts 1 & 2 we prepared the Loco chassis to improve electrical pick up and to accept the wire connections from the 

shell, which we modified to accept mounting of a speaker, LED lights and a PCB type decoder. All that now remains for 

us to do is to mate the two assemblies and program the decoder for optimal performance of the loco. 
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1. Choice of Chassis 

  
 

However as my brief did not include an open cheque book in choosing the model to base my conversion on, 

I also had to keep an eye on costs, yet I must point out that no matter what, it did become a relatively ex-

pensive exercise, yet the owner was more than happy with the outcome. Searching the internet at the time 

for bargains on new stock, the only suitable model available was the Walthers Proto 2000 (P2k), and they 

were selling out sticky liveries at roughly 60% of the new model cost, which nevertheless still worked out at 

well over R1000 landed in the country. 

 

Of course I could have looked on eBay for pre-owned units but at the time I did not yet know whether the 

conversion was actually possible or feasible. Similarly I suspect it would be possible with other makes like 

Athearn, RTR or Genesis and ATLAS, KATO, BOWSER, etc. but I did not find models of the 3 axle truck variety 

available in their offerings. 

 

Also we need to consider the internal design of the model to make sure that there is space for all the bits 

like decoder, speaker (or speakers) and maybe “KeepAlive” capacitors – here I found BACHMANN totally 

unsuitable as they hinge the trucks high up in the chassis casting, which prevents one from cutting out bits 

to place the afore-mentioned necessary equipment. Also the bits we do have to leave on the chassis, like 

motor and gear towers, need to fit inside the internal width of the body shell without touching, lest we get 

unwanted resonances interfering with the sound produced by the speaker. 

 

Last but not least, the 5 pole skew wound can motor with flywheels, NS wheels all driven and picking up 

current from rails resulting in a very silent drive is what sold me, as this is an area we should not compro-

mise lest we not improve over what’s used presently! 

 

Once I had the locos here and had stripped the chassis out, I did a quick provisional fit just to see that it is 

possible and does compare to what we got, and what is shown in the picture below would prove that my 

initial research of dimensions is close enough for our purpose.  
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The model shown at the top in the above picture is the FRATESCHI chassis fitted with a body shell produced 

by SARM (see foot note 1), while the lower is a spare LIMA body I had to experiment with, stuck on top of 

the as yet not modified P2k SD9 chassis. 

What the schooled eye will detect immediately – when comparing the SD9 chassis to the prototype photo 

above, we note that the tank is a split compartment design while the 34 has a large square single compart-

ment tank. Also you note that there are no buffer beams with integral couplers – they are, on the LIMA 

model, an integral part of the truck frames, which of course is not prototypical. However Jan Gouws at 

SARM kindly cast me a set of pilots with a slot and a sill inside to mount a Kadee on, as well as a square tank 

to replace the split one bolted to the SD9 chassis. But more on that subject later in the series when we deal 

with shell modifications. 

2. Stripping the P2k SD9 Chassis 

Actually before I started stripping the model I did set it on my Analogue DC (ADC) test track above my work 

bench to run the loco, to make sure all is working as it should, like the lights, and that there are no funny or 

other noises coming out of the motor or gear train – it was absolutely silent except for a very faint whirr! 

To start the stripping process I carefully removed the couplers and the body shell and stored all securely in 

the original box for later use. At the same time, undo the retaining screw on the tank and pull that one off 

to store also with the body for later disposal of both. With the shell off we find quite a lot of wiring from a 

PCB to head and tail lights. Carefully separate this wiring from the PCB and free the LED’s from the plastic 

brackets, but saving them with the full length of the attached wiring for later re-use. The PCB and all bolts 

can go into the parts tray.  
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If we hold the LIMA body next to the P2k SD9 chassis with all the front weight parts mounted, we see that 

there is no way that they will fit inside the LIMA shell, so we undo all the bolts holding the various chassis 

parts from the motor to the front of the unit, and discard the castings into the scrap box and the bolts into 

your parts drawer.  

              

We also take off the weight to the rear of the motor, but that we will store to remount later. While we have 

it off we must cut off all the threaded nubbins and bulges so that we end up with a smooth flat surface 

front to rear at approximately the same height as the top of the motor. Cutting off these protrusions en-

sures that we have sufficient space between the top of this weight and the ceiling of the body shell for the 

decoder that we will stick to the inside of the body ceiling, and a piece of VERO board that we will stick lat-

er to the flat top gained, at decoder installation time. I reiterate – store the modified weight together with 

its mounting bolts in a secure place till we need them for the re-assembly of the unit. 
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Now that all mass parts are off we are left with the bare drive-line and chassis frame, and as we have to do 

lots of carving on the chassis frame, we need to remove both trucks and the motor together with all drive-

line parts and bolts as we don’t want to have any of the filings finding their way into these moving parts. T-

Shirt tip – before we remove motor and trucks, make a distinct mark on the chassis frame as well as on the 

motor assembly (I scribed an arrow on the frame, and stuck a piece of masking tape on the motor top) so 

that you can always identify front and rear. 

Footnote: Although with removing all those castings we reduced the mass of the P2k chassis, I weighed the 

chassis only on an electronic scale, and found that it was still more than twice the mass of the LIMA or 

FRATESHI chassis, and if we pair this with the all-wheel drive with quality wheels we can expect (and did 

get) considerably better pulling power. 

3. Chassis Modifications 

To remove the motor, look at the bottom of the truck for a retaining screw which, when removed, simply 

lets you lift the motor assembly, in its mounting bracket and with drive shafts, out of the tank well. 
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To remove the truck assemblies, use an Xacto blade to prise off the lock tabs of the worm housing, using 

moderate force as it might be sticky, but being careful so as not to cut off the lock tabs. Once you have re-

moved the worm and universal just lift the chassis frame off the truck bolster, and you now have the bare 

chassis frame that can be clamped in a vice to do the necessary cutting and grinding. 

 

                   

 

We now can trial fit the chassis into the body, and you find soon that there are a few corners that do not 

allow the chassis to sit nicely into the body – unfortunately in these small pictures the gaps are not really 

visible, but will have to be attended to. I also found that, possibly when casting the frames at the factory, 

during the cooling process the frame pulled itself out of shape – if you place a straight edge across the 

length of the frame it will touch for the length of the tank and at each end shows 1-1.5mm light! If you are 

not as pedantic as me then you can leave it as it is, as the operation to straighten the frame ends is not for 

the inexperiencesd and will be different from frame to frame.  

 

       

 

More importantly the frame is a tad too long over the coupler mounts, which are no longer needed, so we 

will trim the ends as well as a 19mm wide step on the frame top that for the most part fits neatly into the 

shell width, but near the cab the shell narrows in and said step needs to be trimmed away there. 
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Following the modifications we need to make to the frame, next is to trim the ends away along the white 

lines as shown in the pictures below. The pic on the left shows the front of the frame where the cut-line 

takes you right through the middle of the wieght-mouting spiget, and as that is no longer needed cut it 

away and clean up the area with a fine file. At the front we also need to shave off the raised step along the 

kinked white line (see shiny bits) to clear the narrowing of the body width in the cab area.  

         

The picture on the right shows the rear of the frame where all we have to do is to trim to length just the 

other side of the weight-mounting spiget, as we still need that to fit the modified rear weight back in again. 

Now the frame should fit, actually clip neatly into the body shell. If all is well, then give the modified frame 

a spray with LAQUER SPRAY Satin Black in an even coat and re-assemble Motor, Trucks and rear weight. 

This concludes Part 1 of this series – next month we will look at what we need to do to the body based on 

Decoder and Speaker selection. 

 Don’t worry – it looks more complicated than it is, but when done is immensly rewarding! Have fun! 

John Burkhardt 2017.11.02 

 

 

Visit to the Isle of Wight Steam Railway (IWSR) – Part 3 

By John Henry 

Editor’s Note: This is the second half of the article that John produced for last month’s newsletter, which I 

unfortunately had to split off due to space constraints...  

In between the frequent rides on a Rover ticket there is the similar frequent opportunity to visit all the 

attractions at Havenstreet Station, which is also known as the heart of the railway.  Children can play on the 

events field or in the play area with all the traditional slides and climbing equipment, and purchase ice 

cream from the kiosk.  What is known as the Second-Hand Bookshop also presents a large end-to-end OO 

scale layout of the original Isle of Wight Railways.  This is a large glass-encased static display in the form of a 

U against three walls.  The layout depicts the single railway line between all the stations, with passing loops 
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in each major siding.  I took a video of this but also took some still shots which are shown below. 

The steam locomotive models and the open goods wagons as well as the passenger coaches reflect the 

standard types which were typically run from the 1860’s to about 1910.  However, there is a little steam 

train in there called … “Thomas”.  Hmmm.  Wonder how that got in there? 

It is unknown whether this layout ever runs on an operations basis, but it has been well constructed with all 

the necessary scenery, and no doubt reflects the view of the actual stations in the railway’s heyday.  This 

attraction caters for the kids as the rail level is mounted quite low. That is probably why the glass case is 

there; for protection of the layout. 

   

FLTR: Merstone Station platform with passengers; Godshill Station goods train on the passing siding and 

passengers waiting in the forefront.  
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FLTR: Whitwell Station with patient passengers, and St. Lawrence Station 

                                

FLTR: Ventnor Station with passengers waiting and Ventnor Station with lots of traffic at the long platform. 
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FLTR: Preston Station and a bit of the town and … Thomas’s Station? 

                              

FLTR: Merstone Junction to Godshill, Horringford and Blackwater and unknown crossing. 

  



 

Page 14 of 35 

 

The kiddie height did not do my back any good, and halfway through the U shaped layout I came up for 

some fresh air and a stretch.  Peering through the window in the direction of the events park I happened to 

see a small steam loco pulling four people.  Aha.  A not too distant future stop….  When we got there after 

some ice cream and strawberry intervention, we found it to not be part of the IWSR but a portable track of 

the Isle of Wight Model Engineering Society.  Separate tickets were required. 

          

I had not visited the Railway Gift and Model Shop, and decided to rather spend some money there than on 

the model ride.  And so, it came to pass that I got stuck in that shop and the attached artefact museum.  

Fortunately, there was a bench for Ellen to relax on whilst I explored. 

The entrance is well posted from the outside and well-frequented by visitors from all over the world.  It is 

here where you may possibly part with a few pounds as you fill up your bag with “goodies” too numerous to 

mention, some in the form of mementos and others in the form of acquisitions for your layout or any other 

reason.  I am sure you will find or invent a reason… 
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Above: The imposing entrance to the Railway Shop, the Artefact museum and the thoroughfare to the Train 

Story. 



 

Page 16 of 35 

 

On the top shelf of the shop there is a LGB system operating two trains.  Unfortunately, not being the best 

photographer in the world, those two shots disappeared and only memories remain.  The shop was 

relatively well equipped for the newcomer to modelling with OO and N gauge trains from Dapol, Graham 

Farish (Bachmann) and Hornby, Peco track and accessories, signals, Metcalfe models, Oxford models, and 

scenery such as grasses and trees.  My wallet escaped from my pocket into my hands and a few quid was 

gone just like that, in exchange for some goods.  This shop was also a gift shop with all types and gauges of 

Thomas trains for the kids.  Mugs with IWSR locos and hats and clothing items such as T-shirts were in 

abundance.  Memorabilia of Southern Railways was also in abundance.  I chose a fridge magnet as I have far 

too many T-shirts. 

Then off into the museum where I read up on the history of the trains on the Isle since 16 June 1862.  

Sketches, drawings, maps and photographs told a graphic story of the history of steam trains on the Isle and 

its connection with Southern Railways.  Of course, lamps, picks and shovels, as well as uniforms in use at the 

time were on display.  Many families still living on the Isle who have railway connections through family 

having worked for the railways in a bygone era have donated all sorts of railway paraphernalia, or loaned it 

for display purposes.  Scale models and many railway artefacts such as loco manufacture plates from the 

Isle locos of yore adorn the walls and then behold!  Is that a N-gauge track?  And a description of the layout? 

                            

LTR: Ventnor model looking from north to south; Ventnor looking from South to North. 
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Description of the Ventnor Station model on the side of the glass-encased model. 
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Words cannot express what you want to do to Father Time.  So much to read and so much to see…..  It was 

now early afternoon time and we had some lunch at the covered eating area next to the play park and the 

line from Wootton.  I took some shots of the incoming and departing trains, whilst in between convincing 

myself that what I had purchased for the train was relatively inexpensive.  Fortunately, Ellen agreed, saying 

we had come a long way and it was better to buy now than regret later that I had not when I had had the 

opportunity.  I was in agreement with this frame of mind. 

What still lay ahead was the visit to the Carriage and Wagon workshop, the Woodland Walkway past old 

carriages and diesel and steam trains to the last bit of the journey, namely the large building called Train 

Story.  Indeed there were so many photographs taken that I have allocated an entire section just for that as 

the Queen also features in that. 

At this stage, all I can say is – what an unforgettable experience I had on the Isle of Wight which I will 

treasure forever.       (To be continued – …… and here it is – just below!!!!) 

 

Visit to the Isle of Wight Steam Railway (IWSR) – Part 4 

By John Henry 

Recap of end of part 3 - What still lay ahead was the visit to the Carriage and Wagon workshop, the 

Woodland Walkway past old carriages and diesel and steam trains, to the last bit of the journey – namely 

the large building called Train Story.  Indeed there were so many photographs taken that I have allocated an 

entire section just for that as the Queen also features in that. 

 

Plan of Isle of Wight Steam Railway featuring Havenstreet Station. 



 

Page 19 of 35 

 

To get to Train Story you have to follow a route past the Carriage and Wagon workshop through woodlands 

aptly named the Woodland Walkway.  The Carriage and Wagon Workshop is situated behind the Railway 

Gift and Model shop, and you can exit the latter through a back door on your way without having to walk 

out the front and round the shop.   

The workshop is typical of an old British Southern Railway one, although only built in 2003/2004.  This brick 

building has two railway lines entering it from the open yard and storage area.  Inside there is a cordoned-

off section with some display posters against the wall and a commemorative plaque.  The posters depict 

stories of some of the locos that have been repaired there as well as of rolling stock that were used 60 plus 

years ago, that are being restored.  The line closest to the cordoned-off workshop area had a few chasses of 

passenger carriages under reconstruction.  The furthest line was completely cordoned off and sealed by 

canvas around what appeared to be a carriage ready for sandblasting.  The public was not given access to 

the areas at all.  One of the photos taken here depicts the Calbourne project which has appeared earlier in 

this article.   

Here are another two photos taken in the repair shed, showing history of the IWSR. 

 

Plaque commemorating the opening of the IWSR Carriage and Wagon workshop by Her Majesty the Queen on 19 May 2004. 
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Ryde Pier Tram Project partly funded by the National Lottery. 
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It was time to move on to Train World.  Commencing the Woodland Walkway route immediately outside the 

Workshop area, it is evident that a tremendous project workload lies in the yard.   

 

Army D235 is a Barclay 0-4-0DM built in 1945, loaned from the National Army Museum and then donated to the IWSR.  It is one of 

three diesel locomotives owned by the IWSR. 
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Restored passenger luggage van 1046. 

To date, 14 carriages have been restored to their former glory and are regularly shunted into working train 

sets.  There were several more carriages and wagons outside in various stages of final repairs which could 

be seen in the yard, whilst slowly perambulating to Train Story surrounded by the wonderful forest 

enclosing Woodland Walkway.  Soon we entered that area, and a discarded carriage which had been turned 

into a wonderful abode by a private purchaser, and had since been presented to the IWSR, could be 

perused to see what is close to resembling a caravan without wheels.   

Entering the main entrance, you have to follow a sequential pattern marked out on the floor to ensure you 

miss nothing.  You start off by looking at a small video presentation outlining the history of the railways.  

Certain items are also displayed such as tools used by the footplate staff whilst on duty.  Then a small 

wheelchair-friendly incline takes you to another level where many photographs and similar items to that 

seen earlier in the museum are displayed. Many fascinating facts about the IWSR are tabulated all over 

against walls and in glass cases.   
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A large, very user-friendly mock-up of the footplate is made of wood to encourage children to blow the 

hooter and to simulate the driving of a locomotive.  From this mini museum you now enter an under-roof 

platform where various carriages and wagons as well as locomotives, both restored and under restoration, 

are kept. 

 

W38 Ajax a Barclay 0-6-0T built 1918.  Entered IWSR service in 2005. 

 

Closed luggage wagon 46924. 
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Goods brake van 55724 with platform and hand pushed cart in foreground. 

      

Examples of two restored open goods wagons. 

     

Third Class and Guards Brake Van carriage restored as Southern Railway 4115 (originally built 1896 by LBSCR as a Brake Third) and 

D2554 BR Class 05 built by Hunslett Engine Company in 1956.  
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Inside a passenger luggage van 

 

Services crane and support wagon to be restored. 
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LBSCR Stroudley E1 Class under restoration.  Named W2 Yarmouth, this 0-6-0T was built in 1877 by LBSCR as 110 Burgundy.  

Brought to the island in 2012, it will be one of four restored E1 class locomotives used between 1932 and 1960 primarily to haul 

heavier coal trains. 

The under-roof section where the rolling stock is housed is comprised of two sections, each with two lines 

and approximately 2/3 length of the building supplied by a platform.  Nothing is taboo in terms of where 

you can walk/climb but it was noticeable that most visitors just peered into wagons, carriages and locos and 

nothing was vandalised.  The carriages were easily accessible from the platforms.   

Approximately half the rolling stock and steam locomotives were just under cover from the weather, and 

the other half were in various states of repair/restoration.  What a sight to behold.  As mentioned before, 

the operational stock is rotated.  This ensures that all locos get a fair amount of running time and resting 

time.  This line is a working line and all laws, rules and regulations pertaining to railways are adhered to.  

Thus, boiler inspections are done as required by safety and health regulations.  Repairs or replacements in 

this regard are also done to scheduled operational requirements.  Obviously then, the firing up and 

shutdown procedures are applied strictly in accordance with best practices.   

On the outside of the far side of the building there are many other rolling stock items which unfortunately 

we could not gain access to.  However, I took some pictures whilst travelling by train to Wootton.  They are 

not the best as the scene was unexpected and also the shots were taken by mobile phone camera.   
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Ballast hopper on a siding towards Wootton and to be restored 0-6-0 BR 03197 Diesel loco next to Train Story 

As you are about to leave the second platform and return to the entrance/exit of Train World you are kindly 

requested to participate in the restoration or operating process as a volunteer, or to donate if you wish.  

Benefits of becoming a volunteer are the receipt of a quarterly magazine, ‘Island Rail News’, attendance and 

voting rights at the AGM, free admission to Havenstreet Station, Train Story, museum and visitor areas 

during normal opening hours.  And last but not least – three free tickets each year for train travel. 

A highly successful day came to an end when sadly the station was closed down for the day and the car park 

vacated.   

I highly recommend that this visit be one on the so-called bucket list if you visit the UK.  Bring with you a 

good camera, and be prepared to spend the whole day here – two if you stay at one of the hotels. 

Editor’s Note:  John Henry (one of our regular correspondents) has recently undergone surgery to one of 

his feet, and is laid up on his bed for a while… Perhaps that will give him more opportunity to write up 

further articles about some of the other interesting trips that he has made…  John – all the very best with 

your recovery!  May you be back on your feet and running trains again very soon! 
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Report on Layout Visit to Ralph Davey (September 2017) 

Report by Brian Dawson (also held back last month due to space constraints) 

As a relatively new model train enthusiast, I grab every opportunity I can to visit other people’s layouts, to 

see what ideas they have been able to come up with, what different modelling techniques they use, how 

they have dealt with space or other limitations, and how they have indulged their particular interests.  I 

have never yet been 

disappointed!  Every 

layout visit to date has 

been interesting, 

educational and 

inspiring!  Thank you, 

ColinTT, for continuing 

to arrange them for us! 

Given my enthusiasm 

for these layout visits, it 

is always a bit 

disappointing for me to 

see how poorly those 

that the club organises 

are attended….  And the 

latest layout visit on 17th 

September, to Ralph 

Davey in Alberton, was 

no exception.  Ralph went to a lot of trouble to prepare his layout and his trains, apart from the lekker 

refreshments prepared for afterwards, and there were just five of us from the club who made use of this 

opportunity – Colin TT, John B, Glynn C, 

Peter F and myself…. 

Ralph Davey was an active member of 

EMRIG some time back, is currently one 

of EMRIG’s “friends” (but considering 

becoming more involved in the club again) 

and has always been a keen Operations 

man.  He used to model SAR, and had a 

layout in a room in the house, but was 

constrained by the space available to him, 

and wanted and decided to expand. 

Around ten years ago, he bought a 

massive (12m x 4m) “garden shed” to 
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serve as his new train-room, and also 

made the switch from SAR to American 

trains – Southern Pacific to be specific!  

Together with his brother Richard and 

Peter Fish, they developed an extensive 

layout, modelled on Southern Pacific’s 

South Subdivision operations in California.  

He has around 80 metres of continuous 

double track run fitted into the train-room, 

and probably of the order of 200 metres 

of track in total, with all the various 

sidings.  It is in the form of a folded dog-

bone, with the two large end loop 

sections representing the Overland and 

Sunset regions of the Southern Pacific 

operations.  There is some nice elevation separation of the east - west and west - east carriageways, and the 

whole layout is surrounded by a hand-painted mural backdrop.  

The layout is fully landscaped, and quite “busy”, with lots of detail to 

take in (which is why I always take my camera along, so that I can study 

the pictures afterwards and see more detail each time I look at them.   

One of the buildings on his layout is a scratch-built model (made by 

Peter Fish) of Ralph’s train-room shed! (unfortunately both the pics I 

took – on maximum zoom – are a bit out of focus, but there it is – the 

brown building on the right, burglar bars and all…)  

Colin had said that Ralph owned and operated some of 

the unique “cab-forward” locos that Southern Pacific 

commissioned, but unfortunately Ralph had sold off all 

his steam locos a few years back, and now runs just 

diesels. 

A couple of years ago, Ralph suffered a lot of rain 

damage to one corner of his layout, after a massive 

storm, as a result of which he had to redo that portion 

of the layout (part of which became a “construction site” 

with muddy underfoot conditions!).  And as always, 

there are portions of the layout that still require work.  

But there is just never enough time…! 

Ralph really enjoys the “weathered” look for his locos 

and rolling stock, and has put a lot of effort into 

weathering his equipment.  

After we had finished viewing the layout, Ralph and his 
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family provided a delicious light meal of hotdogs with fried onions, 

followed by cakes and tea and cold drinks, for us to enjoy as we sat 

around chatting.   

Thank you, Ralph, for opening up your layout for us to view, as well 

as for your generous hospitality!   

Right – so when’s our next Layout Visit?  Where are we off to next 

time???........... 

 

News From the Port Elizabeth Model Railroad Club 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note: We have received the following correspondence from the PE Model Railroad Club, sent 
from their Chairman to their Newsletter editor, for inclusion in their October 2017 newsletter….  This is a 
situation that many clubs may find themselves in, and something that we as EMRIG also need to keep in 
the back of our minds – the possibility of one day having to seek new premises…  What then?.... 
 
For now, we need to be extremely grateful for the generosity of Northmead Mall’s Management, allow-
ing us the use of our club premises at no cost to our club, and not take such things for granted…. 
 

 
THE CLUBHOUSE 
 
By now most of our members will be aware that the owner of 100 Second Avenue, where the 
Clubhouse is located, has decided to exercise the ‘buy out’ clause on our contract and we will 
probably be moving out in late November or early December this year. Clearly this move will cause 
a major disruption to club activities, but I would urge members of the PEMRC to see the positive 
side of this move. It is an opportunity to move on to better things. The money from the buy-out 
plus our existing resources should enable us to establish a clubhouse on a permanent basis. 
 
Your committee is currently approaching the Municipality with a view to finding a site on 
Municipal ground – possibly Londt Park where several other Clubs, including the Model Engineers, 
are located. Further, we are looking at the costs of possibly erecting a suitable structure. Ideally a 
Clubhouse of some 20m x 10m would be built, but it all depends on the funding available. We 
might go for a pre-fabricated concrete panel structure or a steel-framed one with cement block 
walls. Other ideas will be welcomed. 
 
In the short term we have to: 

 Obtain a professional opinion of the value that we have added to 100 Second Avenue as a 
basis for the buy-out discussions 

 Find a temporary meeting place for our Saturday morning get-togethers 
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 Find storage space for the Club layout and furniture – the bookcases, chairs and padded 
seating units 

 Work out what to do with the shop. We may well have to return the second hand goods to 
their respective owners and find storage space for the stock owned by the Club. 

 
I trust that Club members will adopt a positive attitude to all of the above. Please come forward 
with any ideas you may have, and help to build a more secure future for railroad modelling in the 
PE region. 
 
All of the best 
Mike Smout 
Sept 2017 
 

 
 

Portion of the PEMRC layout and current clubhouse 
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PEMRC club members working on their layout 
 

 
PEMRC layout 
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  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By …………………………? 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours Board 

• 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

• 2015 November Niel Wilson 

• 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

• 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

• 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

• 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

• 2016 April  Peter Fish 

• 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

• 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

• …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

• 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

• 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

• 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

• 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

• 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

• 2017 August  Doug Buchanan didn’t participate (write), and needs to donate to charity! 

• 2017 September Karel van Breda 

• 2017 October  Carl Andrews 

IN OCTOBER, CARL CHALLENGED RON POOLE TO WRITE AN ARTICLE, BUT RON HAS BEEN AWAY ON 

BUSINESS AND HAVING TO WRITE UP HIS REPORTS FOLLOWING THOSE VISITS, SO HAS NOT HAD AN 

OPPORTUNITY YET TO WRITE FOR US…. 

RON SAYS HE’LL BE WRITING THIS MONTH, AND WE’LL SEE HIS ARTICLE IN THE DECEMBER NEWSLETTER  
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 Upcoming Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the duty roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the Duty Roster till the end of December. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in public domain; however, these are on the 

full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make a plan to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

5 
 
Sat 28-10 Kallie vB 1 Wed 1-11 

Brian D 

1 Sat 4-11 Jimmy M 2 Wed 8-11 Colin A 

2 Sat 11-11 Terrence M 3 Wed 15-11 Dave W 

3 Sat 18-11 Kobus P 4 Wed 22-11 Kallie vB  

4 Sat 25-11 Colin A 5 Wed 29-11 Jan K 

1 Sat 2-12 William vdB 2 Wed 6-12     Brian D 

2 Sat 9-12 Kallie vB 3 Wed 13-12 Colin A 

3 Sat 16-12 Theuns W 4 Wed 20-12 Dave W 

4 Sat 23-12 Glynn C 5 Wed 27-12 “ALL”  

5 Sat 30-12 “ALL”  1 Wed 3-1 ???? 

 

Club Diary:- 

 

 Saturday 4th November, EMRIG Committee Meeting at Northmead 

 Saturday 4th November, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 25th November, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 2nd December, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 9th December, Reefsteamers to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 16th December, Reefsteamers Christmas Special 
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 Saturday 16th December, EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead   

 EMRIG AGM and braai – Sunday 28th January 2018 

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Past Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine     cttremaine@mweb.co.za  

Secretary – Margaret Wynne       mrwynne@icon.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (Brian Dawson will take over, under guidance of Colin TT)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – (Margaret Wynne is now assisting Colin TT)….. 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2017 WERE DUE FOR PAYMENT BY END FEBRUARY!! 

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YET, YOUR SUBS ARE LONG OVERDUE.  PLEASE NOTE - YOU 
MAY NOT RUN TRAINS AT THE CLUB ROOM IF YOUR SUBS ARE NOT PAID UP!  
PLEASE WEAR YOUR 2017 NAME-TAG TO CONFIRM THAT YOUR SUBS ARE PAID. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com

