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Chairman’s News – August 2017 

By Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

 

So why is my mug-shot back here instead of that of Jimmy? There has been a 

change in your committee, as Jimmy has resigned as chairman. At our committee 

meeting on the 22nd July, after considerable discussion, we decided not to try and 

coerce him to change his mind, but to let him step down.  A great pity, but it is his 

choice; hence my resuming the chair until the next AGM.   

Jimmy is still a member of the club.  As you know he is passionate about model 

railways and all the facets of it. He loves his trains and John Deere; he has proved to 

be an excellent modeller; with a few trees, bushes and grass he has transformed 

Bob’s station; he has created his John Deere farm next to the bridge as well as 

tidying up several other modules, and erecting – sorry, planting – the hedge in front of my station. As 

chairman, Jimmy brought a new vision of EMRIG, had several good ideas to improve not only the layout but 

also membership issues, as many will have noticed.   So as a good member I am sure that he, along with his 

wife Diane, will still be very supportive and continue to add value to the club. 

At the committee meeting the members requested that I take over as chairman for the rest of the year. I am 

perfectly happy to take over, especially with such a strong and highly motivated team, something I did not 
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have in the recent past.  I sensed a new vibrancy among the committee, all of whom were happy to 

continue in their present portfolios. There are several tasks to be completed and new ideas to be put into 

practice, such as updating the rules, organising more “maintenance days”, more outside visits, addition of 

new modules (watch this space), a change in layout configuration, and proper induction of new members. 

I say watch this space! Some of you will know that Johan de Villiers did all the scenicking of our HO 

exhibition layout in the shop window. While we were building that, when we were still in the Checkers 

Hyperama, Johan volunteered to build a new station to go into our DCC layout, this to enable a better layout 

and also provide the opportunity to introduce operating sessions with two mainline stations and sidings. At 

that time we had two separate layouts, one being analogue DC with Bob’s Station being the control centre, 

and the other DCC with my station at the centre. This was over 2 years ago. Johan has now built the 

modules with all tracks and electrics done, just the station and town buildings to be constructed as well as 

the scenery. Johan expects to have them ready to be included into our layout hopefully before our 

December swap meet. 

No doubt that many of you want to know more about the club, its mission, its vision and our occupation of 

Northmead Mall shop 23, renamed Platform 23? Likewise, your committee wishes to tell you what has 

happened, is happening, and will happen. So it was decided to have a Special General Meeting on the 

Sunday 13th August to allow you all to have your say. 

See you there 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

 

Welcome To New Members 

We have recently had two new members join the club – Mark Peddle and Bennie (Barend) van der Merwe.  

Welcome, gents!  We look forward to you being around and being active members of the club! 

Special General Meeting 

Please take note – we will be holding a Special General Meeting for the club at Northmead Mall on Sun-

day 13th August at 10h00 (as mentioned by Colin above).  Please would all members make every effort to 

attend! 

Workshop  

 There is a constant need for care and maintenance work on the layout (cleaning, repair work, upgrades, 

etc.), maybe even moving some modules around...  To put this into effect we will be holding our next club 

workshop day on Sunday 10th September.  Make sure that you are there, and bring your toolbox with you! 
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Layout Visits 

After a quiet period where we did not have any, Colin TT has gone to a lot of trouble this year to organise 

some layout visits (Hans Bac’s trams, the Roco collection in Pretoria, GFG operations layout…).  But these 

visits have not been well supported by the club members.  In each case very few guys attended.  We’d like 

feedback as to why this is?  Have you “been there, done that” before?  Is it because they are on Sundays?  

Is it just that you have no interest is seeing what other guys are doing?  Please let us know…? 

But Colin is probably more upset that most members do not bother to reply to his announcements about 

the layout visits, and he is never sure how many guys are actually going to pitch up!  Please respond to 

Colin’s email when he sends it out, even if it is just to confirm that you are not able to make it?  Please! 

Shirts, Caps, Mugs, Badges 

The club has ordered some more shirts and caps, as well as mugs and metal and cloth badges with the club 

emblem.  If you need a shirt or cap, or another one!, please let Jan Kruger or ColinTT know, and what size 

shirt to get you.  Mugs will be available, and you can keep these at the club (if you are one who makes tea / 

coffee while running your trains) or at home.  And the badges will be ideal to add to your collection of cap-

badges or to sew onto your campfire blanket or your leathers!  These items should all be available at the 

SGM, or else by contacting Jan directly. 

Prices are as follows: 

Shirts   S – L R260,00 XL – 2XL R285,00  3XL – 5XL R315,00 

Caps   R70,00  Mugs  R55,00 

Metal Badges  R40,00  Cloth Badges R65,00 

Donations update! 

Last month I said there were two CO2 fire extinguishers for use on electrical fires… There are actually 

THREE (with the third one located at the N gauge layout)!  And yes – these were donated by Nico Smit.  

Many thanks, Nico!  Thank you for looking out for our safety in this way! 

Bob Woodhead’s Station is now “Named” 

Bob’s station has now officially been named – it’s Quarndon, after Bob’s home town!  Have a look! 

Locomotive “Address” Conflicts 

Please remember to make use of the white board mounted on the wall in the HO layout inner space each 

time you arrive to run trains, to register your loco address(es) in order that potential address conflicts can 

be identified should this occur.  If conflicting numbers are identified, one of the locos will then need to be 

re-programmed to a different address, or else they should be run one at a time.     
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My Operations Adventures – Vol. 2 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Last month I started off this column describing the various towns I selected along the route and why. Now 

before anyone thinks I am a rivet counter and I have modelled towns exactly as they are, I have not. I have 

used excessive modeller’s licence. Call me painful; however I do like to relate towns on a layout to real 

locations in the world. Gives me a sense of location, where I am coming from. However, that is where I 

diverge. Although I will try to mimic industries in that town as much as possible, I have no hesitation adding 

industries that are not in that town, but add operational interest to the operations session. 

So without further ado….  

In the last article, I described Kalispell, which effectively was the town that the remainder of the layout is 

based upon! I backtracked from Kalispell to Columbia Falls and found my major yard at Whitefish. Whitefish 

fitted the bill perfectly, and I will come back to it in a later edition.   Now, what is next going east and west? 

As they say, Google is your friend… Over to the BNSF website and try to find a system map to see what is 

where. The information they provide (and I am sure other railroads as well), is stunning! As below, this is 

simply the Montana Operating Division map from BNSF. The detail of the original image is incredible. Now 

to look a bit closer around Whitefish! 
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West of Whitefish on my layout there is simply one siding (Town) and then you arrive in “visible staging”. 

However, east of Whitefish on the layout is Columbia Falls and then three other “still to be named” towns. 

So obviously, looking at the system map, I wanted to see more to the east of Whitefish than west in order to 

look for suitable towns. 

Below is the zoomed-in area of just that section! Oh boy! Between Brimstone at the very West and Shelby 

at the very East, there are 32 dots with town names. Decisions, decisions! 

 

Again, Shelby caught my eye. Like Whitefish above, it was in big black letters. Taken from the “Shelby 

Promoter”: - "Shelby Junction originated in January 1891, when the Great Northern railway set out a box car 

for a station where the main east-west line crossed the north-south narrow gauge tracks of the Great Falls 

and Canada Railway." The east-west line came through in 1889 and a year later, the North-Western Coal 

and Navigation Company in Lethbridge built the narrow gauge to Great Falls in order to provide a market 

for Lethbridge coal in Montana. 

The Shelby station is busy night and day. "Shelby is significant to BNSF Northern Tier and to overall 

operation." Being an intermodal hub provides even more activity for railroad workers because the Shelby 

station has the equipment to take containers or chasses off the train and connect them to semis, and can 

also take loads from semis and put them onto the train. Dick Irvin unloads an early train every day and loads 

them onto semis. The trains also pick up containers, but they are usually empties that have delivered their 

products and are on their way back home. 

The above was very interesting for me, however, far too large for the small town currently on the layout. 

Back to the map… 
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East Glacier Park 

In all my ramblings on the internet in this area, I found out about East Glacier Park (EGP). As the name 

implies, the town borders the mighty Glacier National Park on the southern border. EGP is an Amtrak stop 

for tourists and is arguably one of the main gateways to the Park itself.  

 

The Eastern-most town on the layout was born! 

Essex 

Now to decide on the remaining two. Again, after “years” of surfing the internet, I came upon Essex. Essex is 

currently where “helpers” are based to assist trains in both directions over “Summit”, which is a small 

distance to the east of Essex and also the highest point on the Seattle – Chicago mainline at 1589 meters. It 

is a very small town, with basically a siding for the loading of commodities like forest products and sand, 

gravel and the like. What really caught my eye though, was the helpers. Could I pull this into my operations 

sessions? I thought so and still think so, however, have not yet done so. 

As a matter of interest, Essex is arguably at the top of my bucket list. Essex was a crew change point back in 

the Great Northern days, and the now “Izaac Walton Inn” used to be the crew dormitories. It is now a rail 

fans mecca as it has been turned into an amazing lodge. Guests can literally sit on the veranda (in summer) 

and have breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks while watching 40+ mighty BNSF trains passing within 300 

meters in front of them every day. 
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I have been planning to “one day” build a model of the Izaac Walton Inn which you can see in the photo 

above in the upper right. Unbelievably, just last month, again while surfing the net, I came across an advert 

on PWRS. They are taking reservations for a laser cut structure kit in both HO and N scale!!! Kevin (my 

brother) has an account with them.  I contacted him and within minutes the reservation was done! 

For those possibly interested: - https://www.pwrs.ca/announcements/view.php?ID=12271 

Arguably though, the cream on the top is that the lnn has a number of old Cabooses up in the forest on the 

other side of the tracks, which have been turned into amazing guest cottages. 

 

https://www.pwrs.ca/announcements/view.php?ID=12271
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Above is a panoramic of a blue MRL Caboose over on the left, a green BN to the right of it and lastly the red 

Great Northern on the right. 

Below is a closer view of the BNSF Caboose in winter, as well as an interior view: - 

   

How about one of these in your back yard as a cottage for guests? 

To see a video that will make you envious of the Inn, have a look at the following Youtube video on their 

Youtube channel.  Beware, this video will arguably depress you . Watch it full screen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwPjDzsBpl0 

 

Well again, this ends off this section of the Operations adventure. Next month, we will look at Whitefish and 

the last town on the layout, and then the month after, finish the layout tour with the visible staging. 

Then down to some nuts and bolts. 

Enjoy! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwPjDzsBpl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwPjDzsBpl0
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Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

 

Converting the LIMA SAR CLASS 5E1 – 

Part 3 

3. Final Assembly 

Before we now start the process of permanently coupling the two units, we need to decide which end to 

couple to which end of the other unit.  

 

I have had the case where I lost tractive effort when I tied the two motorised ends together, but later found 

this to be due to me actually too severely tying the couplers together. The reason that I prefer this way is 

that the two speakers placed in each unit nearer the dummy truck are now the furthest distance from each 

other, and so help the overall sound picture to fool the ear into believing there is sound fitted in both units. 

 

The aim will also be to assemble the two units in such a way that both, whether powered or dummy, in ad-

dition to carrying a speaker, are also featuring a head light and are picking up current from the rails in a 

left/right/left/right pattern in order to greatly enhance continuity in current pickup, and thereby eliminating 

hesitations in operation as well as flickering head lights. 

 

I started this series when converting a brace of powered units, but since have also had to do a powered and 

dummy combo, and now realise that there are some significant differences we have to consider. In the case 

of the dual power combo we need a decoder to drive each unit’s motor individually unless you are lucky 

enough to find a pair with excellently wound motors drawing less than 0.5A each at stall, so as not to over-

load a single decoder’s motor drive. The solution is to use a motor/function only decoder in the second unit, 

preferably from the same manufacturer (ESU in our case) to make speed matching an easy task – with de-

coders of different manufacture that can be a tedious task. 

 

For converting a power/dummy combo we only need a Motor & Sound decoder in the power unit.  

 

I ended Part 2 by pondering whether to place the motor ends together or apart. Well, while doing the photographs 

needed for Part 3, I was presented with a powered & dummy set to do, which had me think even more about how to 

couple the two units for best effect of tractive effort and sound or a compromise thereof. Please forgive the quality of 

some of the photos, I only had my cell camera and natural lighting available when I can take the piece outside, and at 

times I need to take pictures on the work bench – hence some wire colours do not appear to be as they should!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIMA SAR CLASS 34 

In Parts 1 & 2 we prepared the Loco chassis to improve electrical pick up and to accept the wire connections from the 

shell, which we modified to accept mounting of a speaker, LED lights and a PCB type decoder. All that now remains for 

us to do is to mate the two assemblies and program the decoder for optimal performance of the loco. 

However as I was loaned another of these models, and while on my work bench I decided to photograph the possible 

fitment of some other components, shown in the addendum below and while they are more costly, they do offer some 

interesting alternatives 
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Unfortunately I’ve come across dummy models where the dummy trucks are not equipped with electrical 

pickup - the axles are correct, the bolster pin is the same, but the bronze wiper plate connecting wheel axles 

to bolster pin is missing. To overcome this I use one strand of a stripped multi strand cable, wind it around 

the one axle about 15-20 times, then around the bolster pin a couple of times, and finally around the other 

axle as well, taking care that the orientation of both axles is the same and correct for that bogey assembly – 

the easiest way is to decide which orientation you need, to match the bogey closest to the coupling in the 

power unit, and then assemble both bogeys for the dummy identically. When fitting the second assembly at 

the opposite end, it will automatically have the correct (opposite) orientation.   

 

              
 

I’m assuming that following the previous steps you now have either two reassembled power chasses or a 

power and dummy chassis combo ready for coupling electrically & permanently together. To help you un-

derstand why you do the next few steps, the first picture shows what we need to end up with – 6 wires 

neatly placed, 3 each side of the coupler bars, wedged between coupler bars and cow catcher. In Part 2 I 

stated that we should drill a set of holes near the HL mounting posts, but now I find it is better for the flexi-

bility of the coupled brace to drill said set of holes to exactly line up with the gap between coupler bar and 

cow catcher. 
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Now we cut 6 lengths of black wire (only 4 if you use 2 powered units) – we could use colour coding for eas-

ier identification but that does not look good where the wires are visible next to the coupler bars – the right 

length to connect between the little PCB’s we stuck to the centre weight in both units. Be liberal as we don’t 

want to have to splice on an extra length later! Slip a number of short lengths of small diameter heat shrink 

tubing over each set of wires, which later can be heated at points to act as restraints and keeping wires or-

derly so as not to get into moving parts or snagged between chassis and body.  

        
Always look at both PCB in line of travel and mentally number the traces from right to left as 1 to 7. Only if 

you are using a dummy as the trailing unit do you need to cut traces 2 & 6 on the powered PCB in the mid-

dle as indicated in the picture below left, to split these two traces into two sections each. On the powered 

units PCB solder, on the motor side of the PCB, the red wire coming from the RH rail pickup to trace 1, or-

ange coming from the LH motor brush to trace 2 (part near motor), and grey coming from the RH motor 

brush to trace 6 (part near motor). On the other edge (near the speaker) of the PCB, solder the black lead 

coming from the LH track pickup to trace 7, the positive lead from the speaker to trace 5, and the negative 

lead from the speaker to trace 3. 

After you have routed the connecting wires nicely and trimmed them to the correct length, and slipped the 

pieces of heat shrink tubing in place as required, we’re ready to make the solder connections. Start by sol-

dering one wire each to traces 1-3 & 5-7 on the trailing units PCB (only 1&3, 5&7 if trailing unit is powered). 

On the powered unit’s PCB, connect the connecting wires in the same sequence EXCEPT the wire coming 

from trace 5 on the trailing unit’s PCB we need to solder to the vacant trace 4 on the power units PCB – this 

is so that later we can wire the two speakers in series, required to protect the amplifier from overload! 
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If the trailing unit is a dummy, then, as shown in the picture above on the edge of the PCB near the speaker, 

solder the red lead coming from the RH track pickup also to trace 1 and the black lead coming from the LH 

track pick up also to trace 7. The positive lead from the speaker is soldered to trace 3, and the negative lead 

to trace 5 (identical connections for powered trailing unit). 

 

        
 

If all checks out with the VOM and you’re sure that all connections between units check out to motor 

brushes and track, and there is no cross talk between track and motor feed wires, you can tie the couplings 

as shown above – keep in mind my comment earlier about having tied an assembly too tight – and making 

sure the assembly allows for easy flexing from side to side lest you be plagued by frequent derailments.  

Now we are ready to prepare and install decoders and lights. 

 

      
 

The Motor & Sound decoder that goes into the lead unit will have the head light (HL) wired directly to it and 

the additionally spliced-in blue lead together with the yellow decoder lead will provide the power to the 

PCB, to be routed to the trailing unit to feed the trailing unit’s HL. Both the HLs are assembled identically 

except one directly to the decoder leads blue & white, and the other with extra leads blue and yellow. (Ref 

my article on the Class 34 Diesel for detailed assembly instructions.) 
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Ensure that the decoder leads, as well as the leads for the head light LEDs, are long enough to install in the 

body shell and still reach the PCB on the loco chassis. Now solder the blue lead that we spliced to the HL to 

trace 2 (part near speaker) and the yellow lead to trace 5 (part near speaker). Then solder the orange de-

coder lead to trace 2 (part near motor) and the grey decoder lead to trace 6 (part near motor). The red and 

black decoder leads need to be soldered to traces 1 & 7 respectively, and lastly the 2 brown decoder leads 

to feed the speakers are soldered to traces 4 & 5 respectively, polarity is not important. Any other colour 

decoder lead is not used (green, violet) and should be removed, trimmed or tied out of the way after insu-

lating the ends.    

 

     
 

In the trailing dummy all that is left to solder is the blue lead from the LED to trace 2 and the yellow lead 

from the LED to trace 6, whereas the decoder leads in a motorised trailing unit have to be connect as in the 

power unit except there are no LEDs to connect to the PCB (blue & yellow).   

 

 
 

What is left to do is the testing and programming of the decoders before taking the units on their maiden 

voyage – but that will have to be in a final Part 4 in next month’s issue. 

   

John Burkhardt – 2017.07.28  
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Layout Visit to GFG - July 2017 

By Brian Dawson 

The Gauteng Free-Mo Group (GFG) is an operations-based model train club in Johannesburg.   They have a 

limit of 20 members, but all of them are active participants.  Each club member makes up modules, which 

are then contributed whenever they set up a layout for their operations period. 

As they don’t have a permanent venue, they normally set up in school halls or other convenient locations, 

and then operate their trains for the duration of the school holiday, before dismantling and taking home 

their modules, and storing them away until the next operating session.   (We just don’t realise how blessed 

we at EMRIG are to have the use of a “club room” / venue at Northmead, with a “permanent” layout!) 

In July 2017 they were set up 

in the hall at Fairland 

Laerskool.  I had the good 

fortune to be there twice, 

the first time on Sunday 9th 

as ColinTT’s guest, serving as 

his “conductor” / train 

assistant, “advising” him on 

the shunting manoeuvres 

(while learning all about 

shunting!), and then again 

with the “official” club visit 

on Sunday 16th July. 

The GFG club’s stated 

objective is to provide a 

platform for prototype modelling, in a flexible modular environment.  The emphasis is on realistic, plausible 

scenery, compatible industries, reliable track work and operations.  The 

end-plates of their modules all have to be compatible (they have one guy 

who cuts them all to a template), so that any module can be bolted onto 

any other, but other than that the modeller is free to model any form or 

shape desired, within the overall scenic and operating “concept”.  The 

concept they choose to model is an HO-scale American Mid-West region, 

during the period 1950 to 1980, so as to allow for overlap of steam and 

diesel traction.  And the quality of their modelling is superb!  Digitrax is 

used throughout. 

With some of their members not available this time, there were “only” 

some 60 modules incorporated into the layout, with a total run-length of 

around 60 metres, in a continuous extended line coiled into a loose spiral 

to maximise the use of the available space.    On a previous (2016) visit to 
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them at Panorama Primary, they had a large turning loop and branch lines incorporated (>100 modules), 

but this year was a much simpler layout.  Each time they set up, the layout is different… 

They had a main yard at each end of the line – GLOW in the west, and White in the east, with a turntable 

beyond each yard.  In between they had six “stations”, with sidings for the various industries present, and 

passing lines obviously so that shunting operations can take place there while allowing through-traffic to 

proceed to drop-off points 

further along the line.  At 

these six “stations” – Red 

River, Frontier, Kearney, 

Prairie, Corn Belt, and 

Champion, there are 

different industries such as 

a lumber mill, cattle stock 

yards, an abattoir with 

associated Ice House, 

power station, a Seed & 

Grain merchant, fuel depot, 

warehouses for freight, etc., providing a wide variety of drop-off and pick-up sites for their freight cars.   

Each member provides 

a number of freight cars 

at the start of their 

operating period, and 

these remain on the 

layout throughout.  

Each freight car has a 

car-card and waybill, 

through which the 

freight is assigned and 

despatched to the 

different industries.  

For each session, each 

member arrives with 

his locomotive(s) and 

matching caboose (yes 

– every train has to run with a caboose), picks up, or rather makes up, a train (with its set of car-cards) at 

one or other of the yards, and then proceeds to drop off freight cars at the appropriate industries along the 

line, and checking to see if there are any freight cars at each “station” through which he passes, that need 

to be added to his train and taken on in the direction in which he is headed.  So it’s all about the shunting! – 

dropping off wagons here and there, picking up others, and ending up at the yard at the other end of the 

line with a different train to the one you started out with!  And obviously you have to take the car-cards 

along with you, the waybills get turned around after each drop off, so that there is then a new set of 

instructions for the next operator to pick-up and implement.   
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With what are effectively eight 

working areas around the layout, 

there are times when trains have 

to wait for others to move out of 

the way, but there is no rushing, 

no express trains racing past, as 

operations are all freight-based 

and take place at prototypical 

speeds.  It should take around 18 

– 20 minutes for a train travelling 

at prototypical speed to move 

from Glow Yard to White Yard 

without any stops, but it could 

take way more than an hour with all the shunting.  With most, if not all, of the locos fitted with very realistic 

sound, there is a lot of chuffing and hissing, steam whistles and bells ringing, hooting and the thrum of big 

diesel engines hard at work, as background noise to the operating session.  There are relatively few passing 

lines where the driver can park a train and go wandering off, so there is an air of serious application, each 

driver intent on getting the right freight cars to the right places, staying out of the way of the other trains as 

far as possible, while still having loads of fun! 

Unfortunately only Jimmy and I attended this layout visit from EMRIG, which was a very disappointing 

turnout.  But we were graciously given a detailed orientation trip around the layout by Brian Clarke, and 

were thereafter privileged to be allowed to operate Brian’s Union Pacific loco, as he directed the shunting 

activities.  Great fun!  Jimmy and I are both very tempted to join GFG!... 

GFG is looking for new members, having recently lost a few members due to deaths and a resignation.  They 

need guys who will produce quality modules and be committed to their operations sessions (and run US 

trains!!).  Have a look at their website for more information – www.gfgsa.wordpress.com.   And contact 

their chairman Mike Richardson or Brian Clarke if you are interested (I can give you contact numbers).    

Upcoming Slide Show and Talk – 19th August @ 14h00 

To Be Presented By Bruce Evans 

I have arranged a Talk for the Saturday Afternoon Group (SAG) Model Train Club, and have arranged that 
EMRIG members are also welcome to attend the talk.  The Talk (with around 60 slides) will be by Bruce 
Evans, who has been involved in numerous railway construction projects around the world as well as here in 
South Africa.  Bruce is also an avid train-chaser, and has a particular interest in the railways of China.  The 
title for his talk is thus:  China – The Last Steam Wonderland – 1989 to 2012, and will cover China’s 
standard gauge steam operations – 14 classes of standard-gauge steam locomotives in action, on mainlines, 
at mines, at steelworks, at sheds, etc.  Obviously there will be some Chinese landscapes evident in the pics… 
 
You will need to let me know if you wish to attend – for catering purposes, as refreshments will be provided 
afterwards: by email to brian.dawson@iafrica.com or on 082-565-0305. The talk will take place at St 
Andrews Anglican Church in Suideroord (near Mondeor), just off the N12 at Klipriver Drive. 

http://www.gfgsa.wordpress.com/
mailto:brian.dawson@iafrica.com
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EMRIG Crossword - Puzzle 03 

Prepared by Terrence Marx 

Editor’s Note: This month, we have another crossword puzzle from Terrence….  Just copy and paste this page 
into a fresh Word document, print it off, and give it a go!!  
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Across 

3. Two locomotives acting as one engine 

4. Used to be the last car on a freight train, now re-

placed by a FRED 

7. An out-of-control train which was the subject of a 

film 

8. Also referred to as a "truck", used to carry a freight 

Down 

1. Metal shipping box that revolution-

ised the way general freight is moved 

2. The device that causes the axle of the 

diesel’s driving wheels to rotate 

5. Multi-level freight car used for trans-

porting vehicles 
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car 

9. Major ocean and a steam locomotive with the 4-4-

2 wheel arrangement 

13. One of two types of braking systems used on trains 

15. Building used to store steam locomotives; normal-

ly after a turntable 

16. Device used to stop freight cars from rolling onto 

the main line 

17. Strip of metal, with 4 - 6 bolts, used by the proto-

type to hold two connecting rails together 

18. Southern Pacific steam locomotive whose cab was 

on the front end 

19. The "V" in the point that diverges the route in the 

track; is also an amphibian 

22. Name of the paint scheme of the former Santa Fe 

RR; also an Indian head dress 

24. Turbine locomotive which had a distinctive 

"porch" on its sides 

25. Also known as "kitmingling", it involves using 

parts from various buildings to make a custom de-

signed building 

26. Inventor of the steam locomotive naming-

arrangement based on the number of axles on the 

locomotive 

27. Lever used to change direction of a steam locomo-

tive 
 

6. Union Pacific 3985 

10. Gravel roadbed used to keep the track 

from moving around 

11. The person responsible for routing 

trains (American spelling) 

12. Locomotive whose cab was on top of 

the boiler, in the middle of the engine 

14. Device used by a mechanic to indi-

cate someone is working on the lo-

comotive 

20. Train driver or qualified construction 

expert 

21. Worker whose job it is to move lo-

comotives around in the depot 

23. Bridge made of wood 
 

 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By ……………………………. (No-one this month!!!) 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours board 

• 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

• 2015 November Niel Wilson 

• 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

• 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 
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• 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

• 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

• 2016 April  Peter Fish 

• 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

• 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

• …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… (no newsletters, change of Editor…) 

• 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

• 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

• 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 

• 2017 June  Kobus Pelser (Part 2) 

• 2017 July   Kobus Pelser (Part 3) 

 

KOBUS PELSER REALLY CAME TO THE PARTY OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS WITH HIS WONDERFUL THREE-

PART SERIES, IN RESPONSE TO HIS HAVING BEEN CHALLENGED BY KEVIN!  THEN KOBUS CHALLENGED 

DOUG BUCHANAN TO WRITE US AN ARTICLE!!!  BUT DOUG HAS STEADFASTLY CHOSEN TO IGNORE THE 

CHALLENGE, DESPITE BEING REMINDED IN MANY WAYS THROUGHOUT THE PAST MONTH, HAVING EVEN 

BEEN TOLD THAT HE REALLY DIDN’T NEED TO WRITE A TWELVE PAGE ARTICLE LIKE KOBUS DID, IT JUST 

NEEDED TO BE A PAGE OR TWO.  BUT HE REFUSED.  SO DOUG BUCHANAN WILL NEED TO PAY THE 

PENALTY!!.... 

MEANWHILE, KOBUS HAS NOW PASSED THE CHALLENGE OVER TO KALLIE VAN BREDA… KALLIE, WE LOOK 

FORWARD TO SEEING YOUR CONTRIBUTION HERE IN THE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER! 

 

 Upcoming Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the duty roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the Duty Roster till the end of September. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being in public domain; however, these are on the 

full duty roster list on the noticeboard at the club if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make a plan to swap with someone. 



 

Page 20 of 21 

 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 29-07 Colin A 1 Wed 2-08 Colin A (changed) 

2 Sat 5-08 William vd B 2 Wed 9-08 Brian D (changed) 

3 Sat 12-08 Peter F 3 Wed 16-08 Dave W 

4 Sat 19-08 Theuns W 4 Wed 23-08 Colin TT 

5 Sat 26-08 Glynn C 5 Wed 30-08 Brian D 

2 Sat 2-09 Jimmy M 2 Wed 6-09 UNALLOCATED 

3 Sat 9-09 Terrence M 3 Wed 13-09 Colin A 

4 Sat 16-09 Kobus P 4 Wed 20-09 Dave W 

5 Sat 23-09 Brian D  Wed 27-09 Colin TT 

5 Sat 30-09 Colin A 5 Wed 4-10 Brian D 

 

Club Diary:- 

 

 Saturday 5th August, Reefsteamers Open Day (trips Rhodesfield – Germiston - Rhodesfield) 

 Sunday 13th August, EMRIG Special General Meeting @10h00 

 Saturday 19th August, Talk by Bruce Evans – Railways of China (combined meet with SAG) 

 Saturday 26th August, EMRIG Swap Meet, Northmead 

 Sunday 10th September, Layout Maintenance Workshop at Platform 23 NMM  

 Sunday 17th September, Layout Visit to Ralph Davey (Southern Pacific) 

 

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine      cttremaine@mweb.co.za  

Secretary – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 
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Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (Colin TT still standing in)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – (Colin TT passing on the baton)….. 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2017 WERE DUE FOR PAYMENT BY END FEBRUARY!! 

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YET, YOUR SUBS ARE NOW OVERDUE.  PLEASE NOTE - YOU 
MAY NOT RUN TRAINS AT THE CLUB ROOM IF YOUR SUBS ARE NOT PAID UP!  
PLEASE WEAR YOUR 2017 NAME-TAG TO CONFIRM THAT YOUR SUBS ARE PAID. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com

