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Chairman’s News – June 2017 

By Jimmy Mattushek 

 

Another month has passed and I thought that retirement was going 
to be a dream... Well, I never knew that there were so many things 
that one has to catch up with, that one gets so busy one almost 
wishes to go back to work! 50% of the time is spent sleeping, 25% 
spent wondering what to do, and the last 25% actually doing it. 
Seriously, though, over the last 2 months it has been rather hectic! 
The best part though, is being able to go away with Dianne, my 
special lady, and then spending the rest of the time at home with her. 
I am enjoying having the time to start doing work with the club and 
also on my train projects.  
 
We have seen Ron now almost complete his side of the bridge module scenery. What a great job 
he has done!  I have now only just started with my side of the module, and will have to try and 
keep up to the standard that Ron has set. Difficult, I must say…. 
 
The one thing that I have noticed is that we have not had a great attendance of members 
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operating trains over the last month. Is it because of the cold, lack of interest, or just wanting 
something different? I have noticed too that the centre also is not as busy as previously, and this 
might be because of 1 or 2 shops closing their doors. Which leads me to another point…  
 
We have a “loose” agreement with the centre to operate (run) trains on a Saturday from 9:00 am 
till 16:00 pm and on Wednesdays from 9:00 till 12:00. I have noticed that on a Saturday, on many 
occasions, guys are closing up at around 13:00 or 14:00 (and that includes me). This is my personal 
take on the situation – if the centre gets very quiet, and there are no members running trains and I 
am the only member left, I will not leave the door open or unlocked.  I lock it, and that is the way it 
stays till I go home. This is purely a security issue, not only for myself but also that a single person 
cannot police the layout against damage and theft whilst also operating a loco. Is there another 
solution to this? Members of the public have on occasion phoned various club members 
complaining about the club being closed at 13:30. Any solution would be welcome. 
 
I have, for the past year or so, mooted for an operating/running session in the evening. This would 
be from about 18:00 till latest 21:00. The centre does close at 19:00 but I could talk to the centre 
management to request access until 21:00. I need input from all the members as to whether this is 
a viable option. I cannot approach the centre and then find there is no backup from the members.  
I would also have to have commitment from the members that it would be well supported. Let’s 
hear from all the members in this regard, please, even if it is to say no. 
 
Well, the next swap meet comes up on the 24th June.  Guys, let’s make it as successful as the last 
one. I am going to need a heads-up on helpers again, to set up and dismantle tables. The last meet 
was not only successful for the traders, but the way the club got things done and helped the 
traders set up and dismantle the stalls. 
 
That is all from me for now, and let’s keep our trains rolling….. 
 
Jimmy Mattushek 

Chairman 

 

Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Donations Apology!! 

Last month I incorrectly stated that Nico Smit had donated the storage cupboard to the club.  That cup-

board was in fact donated to the club by William van der Berg – apologies, William, and thank you for the 

cupboard!!  Nico Smit had in fact donated the four fire-extinguishers which are also an invaluable asset to 

the club.  Thank you for the extinguishers, Nico!! 
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Locomotive “Address” Conflicts 

With the advent of the Raspberry Pi system and wireless control over DCC locos on both the HO and now 

the N gauge layouts, there is an even higher possibility for two operators to be using the same loco address 

number, resulting in “crossed wires” and trains responding in strange ways!  This in fact happened a couple 

of weeks back, when one of Jimmy’s HO locos suddenly sped off while he was taking a break from opera-

tions, having parked (but not despatched) his train.  It turned out that Bob Brunt on the N gauge layout was 

using the same loco number, had fired up his smart-phone controller, and was suddenly unknowingly driv-

ing both his and Jimmy’s trains simultaneously! 

To prevent this from happening, there is now a white board mounted on the wall in the HO space, where 

drivers on each day should register their loco address(es) so that potential conflicts can be identified BE-

FORE the crashes occur!  Where conflicting numbers are identified, one of the locos will then need to be re-

programmed to a different address.     

Using the New Bridge 

ColinTT has noticed some members handling the new bridge inappropriately, and has accordingly devel-

oped a Procedure for the proper use of the bridge (see below).  Please read it, take note, and apply!!!  One 

of these days, the bridge will have a superstructure, and it will be more realistic but also more fragile….. 

Club Shirts, Caps, Badges and Mugs 

ColinTT still has a few of the club’s blue golfshirts and caps in stock.  At the recent committee meeting it 

was agreed to purchase some additional stock of these items.  So if you do not yet have a club shirt and / or 

cap, or need a replacement or spare shirt, contact ColinTT (you will need to provide him with your shirt 

size).  Shirts are presently R260, and caps are R75. 

It was also decided to have some coffee mugs printed with the EMRIG logo, similar to those which ColinTT 

handed out as tokens of appreciation at the last AGM.  These will then be available for purchase by club 

members, price to be advised once confirmed.  In addition, Colin and Jan are investigating the production 

of club badges (either cloth or metal badges), to wear as club regalia, so watch this space…  

Website, Facebook Page, and Whatsapp Chatgroup 

If you didn’t already know, EMRIG has a very high-quality website and a Facebook page, both of which con-

tain relevant and current club information, as well as links to other interest groups and suppliers to our 

hobby.  The website address is www.emrig.co.za.   And if you are on Facebook, just type “EMRIG” in the 

searchbox, scroll through the list until you see the familiar logo, click on it, and then “like” the page.  

In addition, the club has an active Whatsapp chatgroup, for those with smartphones who are into such so-

cial media stuff.  Glynn Chamberlain and Niel Wilson are both Administrators of this chatgroup.  There are 

currently 22 members in this group.  If you are a paid-up or honorary member, and not yet part of this 

chatgroup, you are welcome to send an email to Glynn or Niel (their contact details are at the end of this 

newsletter), providing your cellphone number and requesting that you be added to the chatgroup.  

 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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Kitchen and “Lounge / Dining Room” Area  

There has been a noticeable improvement in the state of the kitchen and “lounge / dining room” of late!  

Thanks, guys, for tidying up after yourselves when using these facilities.  With the advent of winter, a 

warming cup of tea or coffee does go down well, so remember that these basic refreshments are there in 

the cupboard, available to members.   Thanks to those who have donated consumables! 

Subscriptions reminder! 

And here is yet another reminder (for those who have not yet paid) that Subs for 2017 are now long over-

due!  Payment was due by end February.  A period of “grace” was extended to the end of April.  Those who 

have not paid by now will unfortunately not be allowed to run trains at the club layout.  If you haven’t paid 

yet, please make arrangements to do so ASAP.  If you are unable to pay, and believe your case deserves 

consideration, please speak to either Jimmy or Jan.  There is a discounted rate applicable for “pensioners”, 

and Honorary Membership is also being considered at present.  Banking details appear at the end of the 

Newsletter.  EFT payments are preferred, rather than cash, please, as these do not cost the club money…  

Please wear your 2017 nametag to show that your subs are paid up. 

 

EMRIG Bridge Operating Procedure  

By Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

Now that the new bridge for our H0/00 layout is installed and operational I find it necessary to inform you 

how to use it. Why do I need to do this? It is simple enough but I have seen members…. 

 trying to lift it by pushing up on the wood work 

 Pushing it up by hand underneath 

 And there are probably other methods that I have not yet witnessed…. 
 

These methods will probably damage the wooden girders once they are fitted, so let us be careful and 

rather use the two handles that I have provided. The drawing below (next page!) is a view from above the 

bridge, which clearly shows the locations of the handles with which one must raise and lower the bridge. 

These are made of 25 x 25 x 3mm angle iron and consequently will not break or be bent by the human hand. 

Also it is not necessary to drop it into position or to bang it down. Gentle pressure on the handles will align 

it so that the tracks line up perfectly. I have spent many hours engineering and designing this bridge, so 

please respect and take care of the club’s property. 
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13.5

13.5

16.5

16.5

Plan view 

from above

Lifting Handles

Lifting Handles

 

The territory on either side is being landscaped by Ron Poole and Jimmy Mattushek. The larger module is 

already scenicked very nicely by Ron (see photos below), and Jimmy is getting on with his farm where he 

will no doubt display some of his favourite John Deere farm equipment. 

Please Note the grey lifting handles, one on either 

side of the bridge… 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks, Ron, for this magnificent railway cutting and 

surrounding countryside.  Jimmy, Ron has set the bar very 

high, I hope that you can match or even better it. 
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Layout Visit Report – Hans Bac’s Trams in Amsterdam 

By Brian Dawson 

After a long period without us undertaking any Layout Visits, a visit to Hans Bac’s Trams in Amsterdam 

layout was arranged for 28th May.  The visit was regrettably poorly attended by our club members – just 

three of us going through to Midrand (although this might be due to the fact that there was a previous visit 

to this layout in October 2015).  Such a 

pity, as Hans’ layout is unique and 

absolutely fascinating!!...  There was also 

a write-up by Kevin Chamberlain, which 

appeared in the November 2015 

newsletter, describing Hans’ layout, and 

it’s worth referring back to. 

Hans, a Hollander by birth, travelled 

around Amsterdam in trams as a kid 

before and during the War years, before 

emigrating to South Africa, and his 

fascination with trams has continued ever 

since.  Although he had been collecting 

trams for years before that, he started 

work on this layout in 1978 when he moved into his present home, converting the attic above his double 

garage into his “trams room”.  Next door, above the third garage (now office), Hans has his incredibly neat 

and tidy workshop where he works on his trams.   

 Model trams are not items that one commonly finds in hobby 

shops! – there are a limited number of specialist suppliers, 

particularly Fairfield Models, also Rocco, Bec Kits, Lilliput, etc. 

where Hans has sourced his trams.  Many of his trams have 

been built up as plastic kits, into which he has then custom-

fitted motors and 

decoders.  He 

loves trams from 

all over the world, 

not just Dutch trams, and so he has in his collection examples 

from many of the European countries, as well as the USA.    

Hans has around 90 trams in his collection, 82 of which have 

been fitted with decoders in order to operate on his Digitrax 

system.  This is truly a superb collection, to which he keeps 
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adding as new models come available worldwide.  

Hans’ layout models a portion of Amsterdam, with 

beautiful modelling of old Amsterdam houses and 

commercial buildings (all kit-built), various canals, canal 

boat jetties and harbour area, a motorised drawbridge 

that opens and closes over a big canal, numerous tram 

stops and termini, a “construction site” (where Hans 

needed to replace some track, and then intentionally left 

the new trackwork exposed for visitors to view), and of 

course the one item that immediately caught my eye – an 

infamous Amsterdam Sexshop (pictured previously in Kevin’s report! – you need to go and look for it there!).  

The layout, consisting essentially of a large E with long side arms and a massive central block, is arranged so 

that there are a number of different “routes” (loops) around portions of the town, so that numerous trams 

can run simultaneously in different parts of town without 

getting in each other’s way.  

The trackwork on Hans’ layout is remarkable.  Tram tracks are 

commercially available, but extremely rare and expensive, so 

Hans has manufactured much of his own by using regular 

train track 

(Code 100), 

then taking a 

Code 70 rail 

removed from 

the sleepers, rotating the Code 70 rail through 90 degrees and 

soldering it against the Code 100 rail so that it forms a U 

channel next to the Code 100 rail.  He then uses Polyfilla to fill 

up the gap between the tracks to the normal roadbed surface, 

as one would find in the prototype situation, with the sleepers 

buried beneath the road surface.  Hans has also hand-made many of his 

turnouts, many of which are “single tongue” points as opposed to our 

more usual double tongue 

arrangement on train 

layouts. 

Unlike our typical train 

layouts, power supply for 

the trams comes through 

the overhead catenary 

(positive) and the underfoot 

rail (both rails are negative).  

The overhead wire is a stiffer 



 

Page 8 of 28 

 

phosphor bronze wire, to minimise movement and wear, with the “pull-offs” (the lateral wires holding the 

overhead supply wire in the correct place above the tracks) having been made out of softer 5A fuse wire.   

The overhead wire system is supported from gantries or poles, which again can be bought but are rare and 

difficult to source, so once again Hans has made a plan, making up jigs and manufacturing his own poles.  

Where catenary wires join or cross, in the prototypical situation there are often “flashovers” as the 

pantograph passes, and Hans has reproduced these flashes with small LED lights which light up 

momentarily as the tram passes that 

position.   

Hans, by his own admission, is not 

getting any younger, although he is still a 

very sprightly nearly-80 year old, quite 

capable of climbing the steep staircase to 

the attic and ducking under portions of 

the layout.  Hans has however 

recognised that, sometime in the 

foreseeable future, he is going to have to 

move out of his home, and then 

“something” will need to happen to his 

layout and his beloved trams.  So some 

discussion on the day revolved around 

possible scenarios for the future of this 

unique layout.  We were all agreed – this remarkable layout is definitely deserving of preservation in some 

way or another! 

 

Silent No More 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

Converting the LIMA SAR CLASS 5E1 – 

Part 2 

Now that we have serviced the electro mechanical parts of this loco, we still have to do some mods to the 

body shell and the chassis to accept LED Headlights as well as to optimise the speaker output, before we 

can assemble it all together and program the unit for a test run. 
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2. Body Shell Modifications 

The next step in the preparation for conversion is to make necessary alterations to the body shell in the area 

of window glazing, as well as to provide a more appropriate headlight illumination.  While it is a plus that 

this manufacturer provides glazing of all windows on this model, the design is such that instead of illuminat-

ing the headlight (HL) lens properly it does light up all of the cab rather un-prototypically, and calls for a rad-

ical change.  

 

       
 

We start this process by removing the window glazing assembly by first breaking the headlight bars below 

the windshields. Next fit a drill of the approximate diameter of the HL lens into a pin vice and push the HL 

lense into the body. It should break just behind the lense, then store the two parts for later prep and fitting 

back into place. Before you can remove the window glazing assembly you may need to break out the center 

post so that you can break the few small glue points that still hold it in to secure it in the body shell. Said 

center post is there to hold the balast weight in place in its trough in the chassis tank, but will no longer be 

needed as we later bond said ballast weight into the tank.   

 

 

To get this centre post loose I used a small mill head in my Dremel to cut carefully, so as not to cut into the 

roof, through one side of the cross brace and then the other side. To totally free the assembly I still had to 

break a few glue points notably in the windshield area. 
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Once I had this assembly free from the shell, I cut the side glazing from the windshield assembly just behind 

the driver’s side window. Put the side glazing aside for later reuse.  

As we intend to permanently couple two units together I propose that we fit a HL only at the uncoupled end 

of each unit, and to this end we have to machine the one windshield assembly to clear the HL sleeve with 

either a round needle file or a small mill head in the Dremel.  

 

     
 

At the same time we clean the HL sleeve and trim the HL lens from the light bar we broke out earlier – a 

word of caution is that you will end up with a rather slippery little critter which proves hard to find if you let 

it get independent and take a trip to the floor! You may want to hold that over till you’re ready to bond it 

back into its aperture in the body shell after you machined the shell to accept the LED sleeve.    

 

Again for that I used a small mill head in my Dremel and carefully machined a groove into the roof just be-

hind the HL lens a bit longer than the LED sleeve. 

 

     
 

After I wet the HL aperture with a drop of MEK I placed the HL lens into the hole and when that has set I 

filed/carved the one end of the LED sleeve so that it fitted snug between the window posts, and after ce-

menting it into place covered it with two good coats of black lacquer to later prevent stray light escaping 

into the cab. At the other end all we do is fit the HL lens.      
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We now can cement the windshield assembly back into its place, and while that is a straight drop-in and 

bond at the end where no light is fitted, before bonding the other end make sure it clears the LED sleeve 

easily so we don’t get gaps appearing around the windows.  

 

The final operation on the body shell entails from the stored side window glazing to cut four lengths, ap-

propriately sized to each cover two side windows, and cement them over the openings, holding them in 

place with a laundry peg till the MEK has set. 

 

At this stage we can also remount the pantographs and then put the modified body shell aside for the as-

sembly process described in Part 3 next month. 

 

3. Chassis Modifications 

We now turn our attention to the chassis which also needs some modificatons for our sound installation, 

and we first bond the ballast weight into its well with a light coating of silicon bathroom calk. Once that has 

set a bit, polish the top of said weight to facilitate bonding of the PCB.  

 

        
 

Next place the speaker enclosure over the floor between the weight and the bolster pin and mark the di-

ameter on the plastic so that you can see where to drill holes for the sound to escape through the floor. Use 

anything up a 2mm diameter drill to drill a series of holes inside the diameter of the speaker diaphragm.  It 

does not have to be that many, more important is that there are no burrs sticking up – anything touching 
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the speaker diaphragm will be killing the sound.  Cut a small square of 7 x 7 holes of “Breadboard” and bond 

it on top of the ballast weight with the traces in line with direction of travel.    

 

     
 

Pre-wire the motor assembly prior to installation into the chassis. The one in the picture is intended to be at 

the back of the loco and therefore the pickup wheels are on the right – solder a length of red wire to the 

wiper, orange to the brush on the left, and grey to the right. The length of each wire should be such that it 

will reach the PCB on top of the ballast weight.   

 

The ESU LokSound decoder comes with a 23mm diameter speaker and enclosure that has 3 sets of slots to 

allow a choice for routing the feeder wires to the coil. Unfortunately they constitute a pressure leak that, if 

not sealed, will absolutely kill any volume. To seal these slots I cut small pieces of 1.2mm thick styrene and 

MEK them in. Although not really necessary, once set I trim and smooth them down. When the speaker as-

sembly is done I bond it with MEK to the chassis floor over the area where we drilled the grid of 2mm holes.  

 

      
 

After noting the respective +/- speaker lead, I trimmed them to an appropriate length and soldered them to 

traces 3 & 5 on the PCB respectively. This is important as later when we wire up the two speakers in the two 

units, whether in parallel or series, we need to know what is + or –, to keep things in proper phase! We can 

now solder the wires from the motor bogey to the PCB – red right to trace 1, orange to trace 2, grey to trace 

6, and black from the clip on the dummy bogey to trace 7. Then take a short piece of wire and temporarily 

bridge traces 1 to 2, and 6 to 7. We can now test the assemblies on DC track – it should travel in the 
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intended direction and both units in the same direction.  Of course if the second unit is a dummy then the 

motor test falls away but the speaker and track pick-up does still apply.      

 

 

      
 

Last but not least, to facilitate easier routing of the wires connecting the two units I suggest drilling 2 addi-

tional holes directly in line with the gaps between coupler and cow catcher . 

 

You may want to give some consideration as to how you place the two units in relation to each other.  There 

are three permutations – I chose the motor ends to couple together. The reasoning for that was to get the 

speakers as far as possible away from each other to fool the ear into believing that both units have a sound 

unit fitted.  However what I found was that if you do not take care how you tie the units together, traction 

may be impaired. 

 

 

 
 

How exactly we wire and couple the units together we will deal with in part 3 next month. 

 

John Burkhardt – 2017.05.29  
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Good News For Modellers Of British Railways 

By Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

At last a decoder manufacturer has developed one that caters for the British Railways engines. Up till now 

only ESU Loksound has catered for some locos and Hornby and Bachman have loaded their own sounds into 

Loksound decoders for some diesels and steam locos. These are generally very good. South Western Digital 

also has a limited range. 

Soundtraxx of the USA make a very good decoder for American Engines and now with their new ECONAMI 

range comes genuine British sounds. Each decoder includes 5 unique UK-specific exhaust chuffs that can be 

set to 2 cylinder, 3 cylinder and articulated. Hopefully they will one day include chuffs of a 4 cylinder 

locomotive such as the Stanier Princess and Coronations, Castles as well as the famous Gresley A4 engines 

such as the Mallard and Bittern.  This powerful decoder is packed with 16 never-released whistles for 

mainline steam engines as well as the local shunters and branch line engines. Also included are the sounds 

of vacuum pumps, air compressors, cylinder drain cocks, blow down, blowers, buffer clangs, brake squeal, 

guards whistle and even the sounds of the coach doors slamming shut. 

I have installed several Econami sound decoders into American diesels and I have been impressed with their 

sounds as well as motor controller.  So I will be purchasing one soon to put into my British Duchess, or 9F, 8F, 

Black 5 and Tank engine. 

Soundtraxx have a diesel version as well that includes the same basic features as the steam engine but the 

diesel sounds are of 6 engines including the English Electric Class 20 and 37, the Brush Traction Class 31 and 

47, the EMD 710 engine that is used in the GM EMD Class 66 and Alstom Class 67, plus the BR Derby Class 

“lightweight” DMU. These come with a choice of 9 unique air horns, 2 air compressors, and start up and 

shut down sequence, Spirax valve shunting mode, brake squeal, guards whistle and also the sounds of the 

coach doors slamming shut. 

These decoders contain the same great features found in the Econami US range including the following: 

 High quality sounds 

 40+ sound effects, 

 Up to 6 lighting outputs 

 7 band equaliser 

 20+ Hyperlight effects 

 Hyperdrive 2 advanced motor control 

 Shunting function 

 Flex-Map function mapping 

 And DC and DCC operation 
 

These decoders can be obtained direct from Soundraxx or Guagemaster Controls in the UK or Soundtraxx in 

the USA but our own John Burkhardt of BURKHARDT's BAHNHOF will probably import some for sale to us 

Brits and others. 

Prices are estimated to be in the R1250-R1350 range, in 21 pin, wire harness or 8 pin plug.  The speaker is 
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not included as this needs to be selected to suit where it can be mounted in the locomotive. 

 

Model Train Operations 

By Brian Dawson 

 

Operations!!??  I have been on a couple of layout visits to the Gauteng Freemo Group (GFG) club, 

and learned that they “operate” their trains, rather than play with their fancy American toys…   

And of course, ColinTT and Jimmy have often expressed their preference for “operating their 

model trains” (see their Biographies in earlier newsletters).  Since the branch lines were added to 

the current EMRIG layout, I have occasionally ventured down the industrial branch line and done a 

bit of “shunting”, dropping off some wagons and then reconstituting my train before heading off to 

go “round and round” on the layout again…. 

When Glynn submitted his Biography for the 

March newsletter, I read with great interest that 

he hosted “operation sessions” at his home 

every couple of months.  I asked if I could attend 

one of these sessions as an observer, just to see 

how this happens.  Glynn explained that a lot of 

time went into the preparations for the session, 

not just the physical stuff of making sure that 

the layout and the locos and rolling stock were 

all functioning properly, but also all the 

LOGISTICAL stuff that is part of operations – which types of trains would run in which directions; at 

what times they would travel (setting up the 

timetable); where would they be able to pass 

each other on the mostly single-line layout; 

where “local” trains would be made up; what 

wagons these would consist of…  Effectively, 

he is running a miniaturised railway company! 

So I was invited to attend an Operation 

Session, but ended up as an operator, not just 

an observer!  Definitely thrown in the deep 

end!  And all that at N gauge, too…....  No 

wonder he said to bring my magnifying glass 

as well as my Digitrax throttle and a sense of humour! 
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Glynn’s layout models an actual portion of the rail network through northern Montana operated 

by BNSF, in the vicinity of Glacier National Park, a portion of the mainline connecting Chicago in 

the east with Seattle in the west.  His layout covers the area between the towns of Browning and 

Stryker (which on the layout share a “joint” major staging area).  The main railway station along 

the route is in the town of Whitefish, with lots of sidings and a large marshalling yard.  All of the 

other minor stations along the route are represented on the layout, including East Glacier Park, 

Essex, West Glacier Park, Columbia Falls, and Radnor; the branch lines off to Sweetgrass (on the 

Canadian Border), Eureka and Kallispel are also present.       

 

Whitefish Marshalling Yard, with sidings identified, wagon cards laid out, coloured tags in the 

box, timetable pinned to the board above… Ready for business!!! 

JohnH and I were the two “newbies” for the day!  Everyone else knew what they were going to be 

doing.  John and I were sent detailed “Crew Briefing” instructions to read up ahead of time.  

Although these were all in English (American!?), reading these instructions was, for me, like having 

to learn a new language!  Despatcher, Yardmaster, Intermodals, Manifests, Consists, Staging, 

Switching, Pickups, Yard Limits, Tags, Lash Ups…..  Eish!!!  What’s he talking about??!! 
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Fortunately we were there a bit early, so Glynn 

gave John and me a quick site orientation 

while the others arrived and had a cup of 

coffee…  “Here’s where we are geographically 

(there’s a big reference map on the wall)…, 

here are the station locations…, this train is a 

Manifest (mainline mixed freight)…, that one is 

an Intermodal (mainline container train), 

there’s the Amtrak passenger liner…, there’s 

the Local Passenger commuter…, this is how 

the turnouts (points) are controlled…..” 

Niel & Ralph managing Whitefish - drivers John & Peter guiding their trains through (or waiting)  

The operating session would last for about two 

and a half hours.  We had to run the trains 

strictly according to the timetable on the wall.  

We were allocated our trains and tasks, and 

told to get ready.  Glynn was the Despatcher 

(chief in charge!), and Niel and Ralph were 

allotted to the job of Yard Masters at Whitefish 

(where they had the unenviable responsibility 

of controlling trains passing through their very 

busy station, while also making up trains in 

their staging areas).  There were 11 of us 

present, so we could have up to ten trains 

running or shunting simultaneously!   

My first responsibility was to drive a triple-header Santa Fe mixed goods Manifest with around 30 

wagons (even at N gauge scale, my train was 

about 3m long!), from Stryker through 

Whitefish to Browning (en route from Seattle 

to Chicago).  I had to leave Stryker at 06h00, 

and arrive at Browning at 06h38. 

As soon as we were all in position, the 

“timetable clock” was set to the “start” time 

of 06h00, and I could set off on my way to 

Browning!  A bit nervous in the beginning – 

driving someone else’s train, on a layout that I 

was not familiar with, where it’s mostly single 
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track, dodging around the seven other operators, listening for the instructions from the Despatcher, 

informing the Despatcher and Yardmasters of my progress (and admittedly having to back up a 

couple of times when I inadvertently skipped a red light!!)….  But it was only through being “hands 

on”, and with the reassurance that the Despatcher knew what he was doing (and was keeping an 

eye on me!), that I gained in confidence, and started to really enjoy the session.  ColinTT and Kobus, 

who were both making up “local trains”, seemed to stay in one area of the room for a long time, 

while I made my way slowly around the layout at prototypical speed, leaving Stryker, and 

eventually entering Browning, and parking my train back where I had started from.   

Then my train was handed over to someone else to drive, and I moved on to the triple-headed coal 

train, moving a long (24 wagon) load of coal from the mine near Browning around to Columbia 

Falls, where I had to uncouple and move around, back up behind my train, so that I could push it 

up the branch line to the power station at Kallispel.       

My third drive of the morning was an Intermodal (containers!), again from Stryker to Browning, 

while my final drive was the Local Passenger commuter, out of Whitefish and bound for its 

destination at East Glacier Park.  So I didn’t get to do any shunting, or making up trains.  Maybe 

that’ll happen next time, if I’m invited back… (and I’m pleased to report – I WAS!!!) 

Now that really WAS fun!!  Two and three quarter hours of operating trains had flashed by!!  By 

the time I had parked and despatched the local commuter, most of the guys were already sitting 

outside on the patio tucking into delicious boerie rolls and coke!  Thank you, Glynn (and Lindsay!) 

for a fascinating 

introduction to 

the world of 

“operating model 

trains”!!   

 Sitting around, 

after boerie rolls, 

waiting for Niel 

to serve up the 

melktert - JohnB, 

Johan, Glynn, 

Niel, Gustav, 

JohnH, ColinTT, 

Ralph (and 

Peter’s knees and 

Kobus’ hands in 

the foreground)…. 
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EMRIG Crossword Puzzle 01 

Prepared by Terrence Marx 

Editor’s Note: Here is a great suggestion by Terrence, and hopefully we will get one monthly from now on!  
We agreed that we would start it off simple, so as not to frighten you off right at the start.  But from here 
on, they’ll be getting more difficult….  Just copy and paste this page into a fresh Word document, print it off, 
and give it a go!!  Solution might or might not be provided next month… ;-) 
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Across 

1. This metal improves conductivity through the rails 

2. American term for goods wagons 

4. The type of train control used by EMRIG 

8. Challenge where club members get to write an 

article for the newsletter (as one word) 

10. The bigger this is on the curves, the better the trains 

go around them 

12. Too much of this makes the train drivers at the club 

nervous 

13. Developed by organisations, eg. NMRA, they help 

Down 

1. EMRIG's home (as one word) 

3. The world's most popular model 

railway scale 

5. Used to transport rail passengers 

6. The distance between the rails is 

referred to as this 

7. The small plug-in electronic device 

in the locomotive that controls the 

trains 

9. First name of the club chairman 
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to make trains run seamlessly from one layout to the 

next 

14. The construction format used to build our club’s 

layout 

16. The ratio between the model and the prototype 

18. The "E" in EMRIG is an abbreviation for this 

19. Italian company famous for making SAR trains 
 

11. A quarterly event held by EMRIG, 

the biggest in the country 

15. Modern day workhorse locomotive 

17. The club's new cell phone throttle 

system uses this as its backbone 
 

 

  The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Kobus Pelser 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honours board 

• 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

• 2015 November Niel Wilson 

• 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

• 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

• 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

• 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

• 2016 April  Peter Fish 

• 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

• 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

• …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… 

• 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

• 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

• 2017 May  Kobus Pelser (Part 1) 
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My SAR Train Tour Part 2: Kimberley – by Kobus Pelser 

 
What a nice place to be! The town with the Big Hole, rich in history, 364km from Potchefstroom. At the Big 

Hole Museum you will find a lot to see - 

what an amazing place it is to be!  

Such a rich history, from the first discovery 

of diamonds there, then the explosion that 

followed and the development of the town... 

As time went by the infrastructure grew 

from horses, ossewa’s (ox wagons) to trams 

and trains. By 1886, when the tram first 

started transporting people to the ever-

expanding Big Hole, the town was 

flourishing. 

Now you can take the 20-minute ride on the 

OLDEST WORKING TRAM in South Africa around the Big Hole. The tram is painted orange, as it has always 

been, and has been well maintained with its original wooden seats and steering at both ends, and foot-

operated warning bell for the tram as it 

passes by.  What an experience for the kids to 

be able to ride on a Tram and for the visitors 

who visit the Museum on a daily basis.  

Tickets are sold on the tram, which starts 

from the Kimberley Mine Museum situated in 

an original and meticulously reconstructed 

old town building. The tram heads from the 

museum past the historical buildings around 

the Big Hole, and then the return journey 

back to the start again. 
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The history of the trams in Kimberley started in 1886, when they were pulled by mules, linking Kimberley 

and the then separate borough of Beaconsfield. In 1905 the first electrified trams were opened by De Beers 

Consolidated Mining Ltd. Trams were eventually replaced by buses, but the last tram ran in the mining area 

up until as recently as 1964. 

The first electric trams were four 

single-deck cars purchased from the 

John Stephenson Car Company, of 

New York. More trams were 

purchased later from the J. G. Brill 

Company and the United Electric Car 

Company. Lines were gradually 

electrified, but not until 1914 were 

the last mule trams taken out of use, 

upon conversion of the Kennilworth 

route to electric trams. The last day of 

service there was November 30, 1947, 

with the closure of the Kennilworth 

route. In 1985 it was decided to 

reintroduce a tramway between the historic City Hall and the Big Hole for tourists. So Car Number 1 was 

restored. 

Electric tram era: 1905–1947, Track gauge 1,067 mm (3ft 6in) Electrification 500V DC, overhead trolley wire. 

                                                                                 

Kimberley’s RAILWAY STATION 

retains most of its original fabric of 

stone and cast iron. The museum 

documents the development of the 

railways and transport systems of 

the region, and serves as a tribute 

to those responsible for these 

engineering feats. The first train 

arrived in Kimberley on November 

28, 1885. Kimberley station was 

built during 1886 and was officially 

opened on August 7, 1886.  The 

museum, which was previously 

used as the station café and post 

office, is in the station building. 

Work on connecting Kimberley by rail to the cities along the Cape Colony's coastline began in 1872, under 
the management of the Railways. The railway line from Cape Town to Kimberley was completed in 1885, 
accelerating the transport of both passengers and goods. The railway connected Kimberley with other 
towns for transport of grain and other products, as well as supplies of coal, so that one of its local impacts 
was to trade in fresh produce and firewood in Kimberley. Another footnote to railway history is its role in 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Colony
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQj6Pk4JDUAhXEXRoKHdppAqEQjRwIBw&url=http://mapio.net/o/1226636/&psig=AFQjCNH-ZGAaq3p8_m9UJergHCTl8F9KMA&ust=1495997904074147
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the initial rapid spread of the Spanish Influenza epidemic in 1918. 

The railway reticulation eventually would also link Kimberley with Port Elizabeth, Johannesburg, Durban and 
Bloemfontein. The major junction at De Aar in the Karoo linked early twentieth century lines to Upington 
(later to Namibia) and to Calvinia. From the 1990s there was a decline in the use of the railways. 

Today, passenger train services to and from Kimberley 
are provided by Spoornet's Shosholoza Meyl, with 
connections south to Cape Town and Port Elizabeth 
and north to Johannesburg. Luxury railway experiences 
are provided on the main north-south line by the Blue 
Train and Rovos Rail. I had the privilege to have a close 
view of ROVOS Rail, believe me it’s really the “PRIDE 
OF AFRICA”. 

At the station you can view the MUSEUM, and it is 
worthwhile looking at. This makes the museum a 
fantastic place for the whole family to visit, combining 
fun and a sense of insight into the background of 

modern South Africa.  

Who can still remember the steam train in the Cabinet? As a kid I always looked forward to going to the 
station especially to put a 20c piece in the slot to let the steam train move, but sadly this one did not work! 
My kids were so disappointed, as they wanted to see it work, given the memories I had shared with them.                   

The museum displays a variety of items used in the railway, from a goods trolly to some cutlery - it took 

almost 2 hours to browse through everything, and outside you get to see some interesting railway 

equipment. 

The museum was opened on November 28, 1994 and includes: 

extensive Photographic 

Exhibition, depicting the 

development of the railways 

in the Northern Cape during 

the 19th and 20th centuries; 

a Velocipede (road / rail 

bicycle) used by Southern 

Rhodesian Volunteers 

between Bulawayo and 

Mafikeng (Mafeking) during 

the Anglo-Boer War; Photographs of the Royal family during their visit 

in 1947, as well as crockery used on the White Train. Walk down 

memory lane and experience the bygone era of steam travel in an old 

wooden coach, or sit in the cabin of a steam locomotive. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spoornet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shosholoza_Meyl
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As a bonus, on the platform is 

a magnificent steam 

locomotive, the SAR Class 

25NC 4-8-4 locomotive No. 

3411. This locomotive was 

built by North British 

Locomotive Co as works no. 

27311 in 1953. The engine and 

tender together measure 91 

feet end to end. The engine, 

when working, weighed 117t 

and the tender 105t. The main 

cylinder bore is 24 inch and 

the stroke 28 inch. The driving 

wheels are 5 feet in diameter.  

Nos. 3401 – 3411 were fitted 

with a mechanical stoker. 

50 engines (Nos. 3401-3450) of Class 25NC (non-condensing) were brought into service. 11 were supplied 

by the North British Locomotive Co and 39 by Henschel. These machines had excellent performance 

coupled with low 

maintenance. They started 

service life on the De Aar - 

Kimberley section. In 1981 

one of the engines, No. 

3450, was converted into 

the only member of Class 26 

- the legendary "Red Devil". 

The famous mechanical 
railway signalling, here 
(page below) is quite a big 
one being shown off. 
Mechanical signalling is fast 
dis-appearing in South Africa 
as a result of modernization 
as well as the general run-
down of South African 
Railways that has taken 

place since the mid-80s. 

There are still a few locations where you can see mechanical signalling in South Africa. Even into the 1990s, 
there were still long stretches of line where you could see the traditional wayside country station with signal 
box, and the impressive gantry of three home signals at each of the station, allowing entrance into the main 
line or the two passing loops. However, the fall-off in traffic and the use of radio signalling saw much of this 
pass into history during the 1990s. The remaining locations are mostly suburban and where Centralized 
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Traffic Control hasn’t been implemented yet. On the Junction box you will 
get a white lever that is a spare, a red lever for Signals, black levers for 
the Junction and red and white stripes for the Home Junction.                                  

But all good things came to an end – the conductor blows his whistle and 
off we go, leaving an empty station platform behind!! ……. 

On our way 
out of town 

towards 
Victoria West 
we drove past 
the Modder 

River 
BLOCKHOUSE 
– what a nice 
interesting site. 
With all the 
history around 
this area, what 

also stands out for me there is the train bridge. 

The blockhouse on the south bank of the Modder River is at the site where General Methuen’s advance on 
Kimberly was opposed by Boer Generals De la Rey and Cronje – the Battle of Modder River on November 28, 
1899. The British line of advance was from the south where the bridge had been destroyed. The Boer forces 
were entrenched on the north bank of the river. The blockhouse was then built by the British to guard the 
bridge, which was reconstructed after the battle, from Boer attacks.  The stone is local while the remaining 
materials were imported from Britain. 

 Most of our Model Railroaders who 
have SAR modules have a Blockhouse 
somewhere on the module next to the 
railway line. Here is a nice pic to assist 
you with some scenery and weathering! 

These Blockhouses, built in 1901 
during the Anglo-Boer War, could 
house 20 men with water, ammunition 
and supplies stored on the lower floor. 
The "living" area was the middle floor 
and was accessible by a retractable 
ladder, and the top floor was the "look-
out" deck. Only 1000 of these 
Blockhouses were built, and few have 
survived. 
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The TRUSS BRIDGE was re-built during the 
Anglo-Boer War to carry troops and supplies 
inland in South Africa, and guarded by the 
blockhouse. A truss bridge is a bridge whose 
load-bearing superstructure is composed of 
trusses, a structure of connected elements 
usually forming triangular units. The 
connected elements (typically straight) may 
be stressed from tension, compression, or 
sometimes both in response to dynamic 
loads. Truss bridges are one of the oldest 
types of modern bridges. The basic type of 
truss bridges follows simple designs which 
could be easily analyzed by engineers. A 
truss bridge is economical to construct for 
the railway. 

To be continued………                                                                                                                            

AND WITH THIS BEING A THREE-PART SERIES, WE CAN LOOK FORWARD TO A FURTHER ARTICLE FROM 

KOBUS AGAIN NEXT MONTH!  THANK YOU KOBUS!!  

 

 Upcoming Duty Roster:- 

 

For ease of reference, we include here the duty roster up to the end of the following month for the 

respective newsletter published.  Below is the Duty Roster till the end of July. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being public; however, these are on the full duty 

roster list on the noticeboard at the club if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make a plan to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 3-06 William vdB 1 Wed 7-06 Brian D 

2 Sat 10-06 Peter F 2 Wed 14-06 ???? 

3 Sat 17-06 Theuns W 3 Wed 21-06 Dave W 

4 Sat 24-06 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-06 Colin TT 

5 Sat 1-07 Brian D 5 Wed 5-07 Brian D 

2 Sat 8-07 Jimmy M 2 Wed 12-07 Colin A 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superstructure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tension_(mechanics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compression_(physical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truss
https://www.angloboerwar.com/forum/6-places/7413-blockhouse-on-the-modder-river
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3 Sat 15-07 Terrence M 3 Wed 19-07 Dave W 

4 Sat 22-07 Kobus P 4 Wed 26-07 Colin TT 

5 Sat 29-07 Colin A 5 Wed 2-08 Brian D 

 

Club Diary:- 

 

 Sunday 18th June, Reefsteamers Fathers’ Day Special trip to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 24th June, Reefsteamers Train / Plane/Automobile Special 

 Saturday 24th June, EMRIG Swap Meet, Benoni!! 

 Saturday 8th July, Reefsteamers Winter Photoshoot 

 Sunday 16th July, Layout Visit to GFG, Randburg 

 Saturday 29th July, Reefsteamers Winter Photoshoot 

 Saturday 19th August, Talk by Bruce Evans – Railways of China (combined meet with SAG) 

 Sunday 17th September, Layout Visit to Ralph Davey (Southern Pacific) 

 

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

(New) Chairman – Jimmy Mattushek      jimmym2@telkomsa.net 

(Past) Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine     cttremaine@mweb.co.za  

Secretary – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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Events Manager – (ColinTT standing in)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – (Colin TT standing in)….. 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2017 WERE DUE FOR PAYMENT BY END FEBRUARY!! 

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YET, YOUR SUBS ARE NOW OVERDUE.  PLEASE NOTE - YOU 
MAY NOT RUN TRAINS AT THE CLUB ROOM IF YOUR SUBS ARE NOT PAID UP!  
PLEASE WEAR YOUR 2017 NAME-TAG TO CONFIRM THAT YOUR SUBS ARE PAID. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 

 


