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Chairman’s News – May 2017 

By Jimmy Mattushek 

 

Another month has passed, made up of many public holidays, which 
has given a number of the club members the opportunity to run their 
trains. It also has been a somewhat quiet time, with a number of 
members away taking advantage of the long weekends.  
 
At the start of the month we had a pretty successful workshop day 
installing the duck-under bridge, getting most of the track alignment 
sorted out and inserting two modules before the staging yard, which 
gives us an extra station to run in a short DMU or boxcar or two.  
 
Colin, Kobus and the bridge team did a sterling job getting the bridge 
in place. Colin came in on Monday afterwards to complete the finishing touches to the working 
mechanism of the bridge. It is a real pleasure now not having to battle to close the bridge, as 
previously. The two modules on either side of the bridge are now also interconnected using flat bar 
which gives it greater stability. The bridge closes easily and the track work remains perfectly 
aligned. Thank you to Colin, Kobus and the bridge team.  
 
Ron, Niel, Colin, Brian and a number of others got on and sorted out the alignment problems on 
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the module. I must say that my trains seem to be going around a lot better. There is a small section 
that still needs to be completed to correct all the problems. Niel has also been busy fixing turnouts 
and connecting up the loconet and electrics.  Terrence also played his part in keeping us on our 
toes with all his jabbering, assisting where needed and helping. Other club members also made 
their appearance during the day and then assisted where necessary. 
 
A heartfelt thank you to all those who came and helped, especially Dave Wynn’s dear wife 
Margaret who helped lift track and sorted the lunch out for us.  To everybody who pitched, your 
input was appreciated by us all. This is what makes the club great. 
 
Niel has now also connected the N Scale guys up to the Raspberry Pi setup on the HO module. This 
should be a blessing to all who have smart phones. Everyone now needs to be careful with 
selecting their train’s addresses as the N Scale and HO Scale layouts are both running off the same 
system. Make sure that nobody else is on your address. A system will be implemented to try and 
lessen any conflicts between the two. (Note that the HO layout needs to be powered up for the 
Raspberry Pi to work on the N Scale layout.) 
 
This past weekend there was the Train Show in Durban.  Durban seems to be making a great effort 
in getting off the ground and along with the Highway Train Club, model railroading in Durban 
seems to be gaining popularity again.  Between Durban and Pietermaritzburg, there are quite a 
number of model railroaders who have quite extensive home layouts.  I just hope that they grow 
into a formidable train community over a short period of time. Colin TT and myself were intending 
to attend their swap meet on the Saturday.  (Editor’s Note : and John Burkhardt and Johan de 
Villiers also attended the Train Show, and John has given us a wonderful write-up account) 
 
To all those members who have not paid their subs for the year, can you please make an effort to 
do so. The club does rely on these funds to keep things ticking along. All those who have paid, your 
badge is in the little plastic canister at the club. The deadline for payment was for the end of April. 
  
Dianne and I are off on holiday from Friday 28 April. For the two of us, it is going to be a well-
deserved break and the start of my retirement. We are both so looking forward to it. We will be 
soaking up the sun on a KZN beach till about the 10 May, and if the Pajero will not start and let us 
leave, a few more days might also be in order. 
 
Happy Train riding, all! 
 

Jimmy Mattushek 

Chairman 

(currently enjoying his well-deserved holiday down at the coast!!)  
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Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Subscriptions! 

Subs for 2017 are now overdue!  Payment was due by end February.  A period of “grace” was extended to 

the end of April.  Those who have not paid by now will unfortunately not be allowed to run trains at the 

club layout.  If you haven’t paid yet, please make arrangements to do so.  If you are unable to pay, and be-

lieve your case deserves consideration, please speak to either Jimmy or Jan.  There is a discounted rate ap-

plicable for “pensioners”, and Honorary Membership is also being considered at present.  Banking details 

appear at the end of the Newsletter.  EFT payments are preferred, rather than cash, please, as these do not 

cost the club money…  Please wear your 2017 nametag to show that your subs are paid up. 

Donations!! 

The club has been exceptionally fortunate in the past month or so to have received some wonderful dona-

tions of locomotives and rolling stock, model buildings, and also a storage cupboard (thank you, Nico 

Smit!).  People have come wandering in and brought in model trains that they no longer require, donating 

them to the club.  The latest occurred on Wednesday 3rd May, when the son of a former club member ar-

rived with a suitcase full of British locos and rolling stock.  Ian Roberts sadly passed away last month, and 

the family decided to pass his trains on to the club that he had loved dearly, and been an active member of 

for many years before serious illness prevented him from further active participation.   Riekus van der 

Westhuizen from The Marklinist model train shop up the road (our closest supplier!) popped in last week-

end and donated seven brand new US freight wagons for club use.  And just less than a month ago, Nico 

Volbrecht arrived with a couple of boxes full of SAR rolling stock, track and buildings to donate to the club!  

Thank you, guys!  And also, our sincere condolences are extended to the Roberts family on Ian’s passing. 

And the general public has also continued to place cash in the Donations Box near the door as a sign of 

their appreciation for what we offer.  No R200 notes this time, but quite a few R100s!!, as well as plenty 

smaller denominations….  Our treasurer Jan and I (as witness!) removed R679,00 from the box yesterday! 

Layout Maintenance 

Our new Layout Manager has been spending a lot of his time (and considering that he works for himself, 

that time is valuable!) attending to “issues” with the layout.  Thank you, Niel, for all that you are doing to 

enable the rest of us to run our trains as trouble-free as possible!  So I guess that you, particularly, now 

have an even greater appreciation for all the time that ColinTT put in looking after the layout for us, when 

he was Layout Manager as well as Chairman (and treasurer and secretary and Swap Meet Organiser….…)? 

Jimmy’s “yellow sticker” arrangement has worked well as a means of identifying troublesome areas on the 

layout requiring some attention or other, and members should continue to make use of this system.  How-

ever, the yellow sticker does not help to identify the NATURE of the issue at that site… it could be a derail-

ment point, or an area where there is a loss of power, or points that don’t always work properly.  Niel is 
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going to be implementing a system for reporting these issues, with a Layout Maintenance Book where the 

nature of the problem should be recorded, using a numbering system, whereby the yellow sticker placed at 

that troublesome position should have a corresponding identifying number written on it.  This will then 

help Niel significantly. 

Kitchen and “Lounge/Dining Room” Area  

The “kitchen” at the club is very rudimentary, but there are 

basic facilities to make tea and coffee.  (The cupcakes in the 

pic alongside are not normally part of the deal, but were kind-

ly supplied by Margaret & Dave Wynne on the occasion of the 

Bridge Replacement Workshop!).  There is no refrigeration, so 

milk needs to be bought fresh if you need it.  The tea, rooibos, 

coffee and sugar are now kept in the new cupboard, along 

with the mugs and a few disposable cups and the cleaning 

stuff.  There is however no resident maid or dishwasher!   If you make use of those facilities, please ensure 

that you clean up after yourself, and keep the “kitchen” and the green plastic table clean and in a hygienic 

state.  There is a plastic wash-up bowl – you might need to go and collect water from the restroom or the 

tap near the car-wash, and then wash the mugs and teaspoons please.  And perhaps consider emptying the 

rubbish bins on your way out to your car?....  

 

Bridge Replacement and General Maintenance Workshop  

By Brian Dawson (photos kindly provided by Terrence Marx and Colin Tanner-Tremaine) 

Yip - on Sunday 9th April the hinged bridge providing pedestrian access to the centre of the layout was 

replaced!!! 

The old bridge, designed and constructed some years 

ago by Mike Ingles (with some input from ColinTT), had 

served its purpose well, but was becoming “tired”, and 

increasingly problems were being experienced in that 

area of the layout.   

Given the average age of the club’s membership, and 

the fact that we are not all short enough, or agile or 

flexible enough anymore to duck under the tracks at that access point, and that some of us arrive with Pick 

‘n Pay trollies loaded to the hilt with boxes of trains / tools / liquid refreshments etc., the hinged bridge is an 

essential and much-used portion of the layout, and needs to function reliably. 

The old bridge was not self-supporting, relying on the sturdiness of the modules on either side for its 

stability.  In addition, the mechanism for firmly locating the distal (“loose”) end of the bridge when in 

position was only provided by the electrical plug connections. 
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ColinTT had long had in mind that the bridge needed to be replaced 

with a sturdier, self-supporting structure.   The proposal to get on and 

make the bridge-replacement a reality was put to the committee earlier 

this year, was agreed to in principle, budget was allocated, and a date 

was set.  It was recognised that this exercise would also provide an ideal 

learning opportunity for newer and less-experienced club members to 

get hands-on experience with practical layout activities such as track-

lifting, track-laying, ballasting, landscaping, electrical connecting, etc. 

But a lot of work needed to take place behind the scenes beforehand, so that on the day there would 

actually be a bridge to install! 

ColinTT already had a conceptual design in mind, which he refined and refined, and then produced detailed 

technical drawings for.  Claiming that he lacked the necessary welding expertise, Colin declined to undertake 

the construction of the metal frame, and Kobus offered his services in this regard.  Colin made up the bridge 

“floor” over which the tracks would run (to be mounted on the metal frame), and Niel was tasked with 

producing the bridge’s girder superstructure. 

Colin, in typical “consulting engineer” style, also provided a 

detailed Scope of Work for the project, listing in chrono-sequence 

all the various activities that would need to be undertaken, and 

all the tools that would be required to do the various tasks, as 

well as a detailed Bill of Quantities listing all the materials needed. 

A couple of months before the planned Workshop, little 

fluorescent yellow stickers began to appear on the layout!  Jimmy 

had come up with this idea of using these as markers to identify areas on the layout where some attention 

was required – electrical connectivity issues, regular derailment sites, turnouts not working properly, etc. ….. 

The plan for the workshop came together well, and members were 

notified, and asked to pitch and assist. 

On the day, the “regular crew” assembled, arriving with all their 

toolboxes and the required bits and pieces.  It was perhaps a bit 

disappointing that more members did not or could not avail 

themselves of this opportunity to contribute to the improved 

functioning of the layout, or to learn from the experience of those 

who could advise, or indeed to add to the learning 

experiences of the less-experienced among us by 

contributing from their own wealth of modelling 

experience.  But there were enough of us to get the most 

vital tasks done on the day… 

First order of business was to remove the old bridge and 

the modules on either side of the bridge section, and to 
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have these free-standing so that we could work on them.  We started off stripping all the existing tracks and 

landscaping off these adjacent modules (pictured above, left), salvaging what we could potentially re-use, 

but then decided to rather remove the plywood surfaces (pictured above, right) and replace them with 

“clean sheets”, which Colin just happened to have available, perfectly cut to size (previously measured!). 

Once the adjacent module frames were refurbished with the new (bare) tops, the process of re-assembling 

around the new bridge was started.  The metal attachment points for both ends of the bridge were 

mounted onto the adjacent modules, which required a bit of 

carpentry and wood-carving to achieve the snug fit that was 

required. 

The steel bracing for the bridge structure and the adjacent 

modules all bolted together like Meccano pieces, with all the 

boltholes having been pre-drilled, and only minor adjustments 

(and no 14lb hammers!) were required.  There was a bit of 

metal-work involved, 

cutting some legs to the required lengths, but fortunately the 

angle-grinder and the necessary expertise were all on hand. 

With the module bases back in position, eventually all nicely 

aligned and with the heights adjusted to specification (that took 

lots of measuring!) – and levelled! – the re-laying of the track on 

the adjacent modules could begin, to line up with the centrally-

placed tracks over the bridge.  The graceful and set-back gentle 

SS alignment means that trains now have a straighter approach 

to the bridge, rather than appearing out of the cutting around a 

curve. 

Colin had pre-cut and laid the bevelled 

cork track bases and sections of track, 

and with the tracks on the bridge now 

firmly seated we could lay the 

remainder of the new track on the adjacent modules, and pin it temporarily in 

position for the glue to dry, so that it abutted correctly against the track on the 

bridge. 

Insulated (plastic) fishplates were inserted at strategic positions, and the wiring so 

connected that, in the event that the bridge has been raised and not replaced, 

power to the portion of the track approaching the bridge is disconnected, and 

(non-express!) trains should come to a grinding halt before they hit the gap and fall off into the abyss…    

The wiring-up of the new track portions was left to those who know what they are doing and can solder 

properly! 
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By the end of the day, the bridge was in and operational, the tracks were laid in 

position and drying in place, and the bulk of the electrics were connected up.  But 

Colin still needed to come back on the Monday to finish things off, do some 

ballasting, and finally run the test train (pictured left )! 

But what about all those other “yellow sticker” 

issues?  In addition to the bridge installation, there 

were other smaller work-parties happening all 

around the layout, attending to them (as seen 

pictured right) (and some of it is still ongoing). 

Two other major tasks, involving some track re-laying on the “industrial 

branch line” that feeds to the north out of Grand Central Station, and also 

the insertion of two additional modules on the lines leading out from Bob 

Woodhead’s Station to the staging yard, were also carried out. 

Jimmy and Terrence put in a lot of work on the industrial branch line, fitting 

additional points and adding in some new sidings (picture on right), so that this 

portion of the layout is now far better suited to small-scale “operations”, where one 

can drop off and hitch up freight wagons at the various sidings and industrial 

warehouses / cattle loading yard / car scrapheap etc.  And provision has also now 

been made for the continuation of this branch line to curve around and pass behind 

the airfield in future. 

ColinTT’s Scottburgh Golf Course 5th Hole 

and Overpass module (background), and 

Dave Walker’s “Soweto Halt” station 

module (foreground), both of which had 

previously just been “taking up space”, were inserted as one 

comes out of the 180° curve.  

Some repair work was required 

and carried out on both of those 

modules.  ColinA has since done some re-landscaping on Dave Walker’s 

module, so that ColinTT’s bridge doesn’t just lead to nowhere…  And Brian 

has done some track re-laying there, now that the required points to 

replace the defective ones have been acquired, to connect in another siding. 

The Workshop was a very useful and productive day from the club’s point of 

view (in terms of layout development and improvement), but also from a 

personal development point of view for some of us newer members, who 

made use of the opportunity to learn new skills from the “old hands”, and 

try stuff out for ourselves.  And so experience gets passed on, those who 

have already learnt from others or who have learnt things the hard way, 

readily sharing that knowledge and experience with others in the interest of 

furthering this wonderful hobby of ours…  Thanks, guys!! 
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The project is not yet complete!  At the moment the track is functional, but the bridge doesn’t yet look like 

a typical South African girder bridge over a major river, and the two adjacent modules still look like the 

desolate Plains of Camdeboo……   Niel (when he is not at the club still attending to “yellow sticker issues”) is 

working on the girder structure.  And when Jimmy gets back from his holiday, a Free State farm scene (no 

doubt complete with a John Deere tractor or harvester or two) will arise on the module closest to Bob’s 

Station.  And a new rock cutting (presently under construction) will soon lead down to the bridge from the 

Karoo-corner side… 

What a superb layout we as a club have the privilege of using!!!  It’s a really fine tribute to the many people 

who have contributed modules, components, expertise, time and energy – and maintained and improved 

the layout – over many years!!  Well done, everyone!!  This truly is a wonderful club to be a part of!! 

 

Silent No More. 

By John Burkhardt 

 

 

 

 

Converting the LIMA SAR CLASS 5E1 – 

Part 1 

1. Introduction 

 
 

I have had a series of LIMA SAR Electric Class 5E1 to do for other modellers, so I deemed it opportune to rather do a 

write up on that install rather than the other subjects I had mentioned earlier. Also I’ve seen a few of these operating 

at the club in Analogue DC (ADC) and maybe this will give those owners the inspiration to have them converted as 

well.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIMA SAR CLASS 34 

In Parts 1 & 2 we prepared the Loco chassis to improve electrical pick up and to accept the wire connections from the 

shell, which we modified to accept mounting of a speaker, LED lights and a PCB type decoder. All that now remains for 

us to do is to mate the two assemblies and program the decoder for optimal performance of the loco. 

However as I was loaned another of these models, and while on my work bench I decided to photograph the possible 

fitment of some other components, shown in the addendum below and while they are more costly, they do offer some 

interesting alternatives 
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Most of us at one time or another has owned one or possibly a brace of these electric units produced by 

LIMA in Italy. Above I show a brace consisting of a powered unit and a dummy, but I have also done this in-

stall with two powered units. While the tractive effort of the pancake motor in these models is not the 

greatest, if the traction tyres are installed and in good condition, it is acceptable for most applications. 

However it is the limited current pickup points (only 2 each side) that in my opinion necessitates the per-

manent coupling of two units, thereby doubling the number of contact points and negating the dirty 

wheel/rail syndrome which is so much more disturbing when using DCC & Sound. However if one has two 

powered units, even better, as tractive effort is then suitable for very long trains and/or gradients. Unfortu-

nately LIMA chose to vary the bogey frame, livery colour shade and striping as well as gearing between pro-

duction runs.  Of these, the latter (gearing) needs to be matched perfectly to suit permanent coupling. 

 

1. Preparation (cleaning & servicing) for conversion.  

We start with, separate the body shell from the chassis by inserting an Xacto blade between body and chas-

sis at a point between the lock tab and the holding tab, where the chassis is tapered, and lever the shell 

over the lock tab. Turn the loco over while holding it in the tank area in order to prevent the shell from 

jumping over the lock tabs again, and repeat the action on the other side. 

 

          
 

 

If the model is one with conducting pantographs, then unsolder all wires (or cut as we don’t use them 

anymore) and put the body shell away in a safe place to store till we work on it at a later stage. To remove 

the dummy truck, pull the metal tab off the bolster pin and also store in safe place (job tray) for later use 

again. 

 

With a small screw driver push hard at the HL bracket - up and towards the center from the bottom - to 

dislodge from the chassis and discard them (scrap box). We’ll talk later, when we rework the bodyshell, on 

how to mount more effective and realistic LED head lights in the body shell.   
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Repeat this operation at the power truck end – here you want to desolder all wires from the motor and 

then remove the power truck from the chassis. To do this you need to undo the 2 screws that bolt the side 

frame/coupler assembly to the motor housing, and then you can lift the chassis off the motor assembly. 

 

By now, more than likely, the lead weight sitting in the chassis well has fallen out a few times, and I suggest 

you sqirt a dollop of silicon sealer into the bottom of the well and press the weight back in, then set the 

chassis frame aside to let the silicon set while we conclude other operations. 

  

 

      
 

 

We now have all major components separated to start the servicing process which, in most cases I’m 

presented with, was usually due ages ago, as all is caked with gunk and grime, not to speak of half of the 

cats fur! But before we address the method of cleaning, we still have to open the motor assembly as well as 

the dummy truck. First pull the wiper free from the bottom, then loosen the 2 screws holding the side plate 

with the two brushes, but do not lift the cover before you have removed the screws and placed them in 

your job tray (small bits like screws, springs and brushes have a tendency to disappear). 
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Whith the 2 screws removed, holding the motor endplate in place, turn the motor assembly over and gently 

lift the motor off the end plate. This way round you ensure that the brushes with their delicate springs don’t 

become independent and jump on the floor where they are easily lost. On the unit I took the photos of, the 

amount of dirt now revealed inside the motor, covering the magnet and housing, made it hard to believe 

that the motor was still turning, yet after all the cleaning/washing and light lubrication at time of assembly 

it becomes apparent the motor performance was greatly improved. 

 

  
 

I used my trusty Xacto blade to gently scrape the contact area of the brushes, ear buds soaked in Meths to 

wash off gunk on wiper, and then used a small piece of track-cleaning rubber for polishing the wiper contact 

areas as well as the copper pads on the commutator. When doing the latter, be careful as it is easily possible 

to break the fine wire leading from the coils to each copper pad. 
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One thing I did not mention is that before you open either the motor truck or the dummy truck assemblies, 

clean and polish the wheel surfaces so that the fine dust is not left all over the assemblies from the 

polishing operation – see note later on washing components. 

 

We remove the dummy truck from the chassis by pulling the clevis plate off the bolster pin, and we turn it 

over to reveal the cover plate held in place with a screw. Remove the screw and store in your job tray. 

    

 

 
 

Once we have the dummy truck in pieces and have extricated the wiper, we also wipe the contact areas 

with Meths and then polish them with the track-cleaning rubber, not forgetting the centre part where the 

bolster pin and spring need to make positive contact. 

 

Note the spring that needs to tension the bolster pin is all shrivelled up and needs to be stretched to 

provide the necessary tension again to make proper continuous contact. 
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I like to polish all the contact parts before I wash them prior to reassembling the various sub-assemblies, 

and that includes the bolster pin and wheel axles.  

 

Make sure the bolster pin tensioning spring is stretched enough so that when you push the bolster pin back 

in, the groove where the clevis plate grips the bolster pin is only coming out the other end under pressure. 

Last but not least, the wheel axles get also the Meths and polishing treatment. 

 

     
 

All that we do now is wash all the parts – metal and chassis parts in black plastic; I brush in a small tub filled 

with Meths to loosen all oils and grease before washing it away with hand soap. 

 

For sprayed items, such as the body, I use liquid soap on an old tooth brush to scrub till clean, and rinse off 

with clean water, then blow it dry or let it be till next morning. 
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This concludes part one of this 3 part series – next month in Part 2 we will deal with the chassis and body 

modifications to prepare for the decoder/speaker installation, programming and testing, that will be dealt 

with in Part 3. 

 

John Burkhardt – 2017.05.04  

 

Little Trains In New Zealand – Part 1 

By John Henry 

 

My wife and I left for New Zealand at the end of November 2016 to visit our eldest son who had immigrated 

with his family.  The most difficult part of this departure was the sudden decision thrust on us by the NZ 

authorities for us to obtain visas after we had purchased the tickets to NZ a number of weeks prior to the 

decision.   

We encountered lots of sleepless nights and nightmares of having to forfeit the tickets due to visa problems, 

which was also new for the agency dealing with visas for South Africans for the first time.  The service was 

terrible.  Delay upon delay was the order of the day and after presenting passports without the visas, having 

arguments and finally getting a telephonic clearance directly from the authorities at the entry gate in the 

departure hall we boarded with a warning that the clearance was not a final one.  The flight was worrisome 

as I could picture the headlines “SA passengers deported due to non-visa compliance”.  Long story short – 

the electronic e-visas were waiting for us at the arrivals customs terminal in Auckland.  Whew. 

Three days of intensive jet-lag sleeping later, I hooked my foot, slammed to the ground and broke two toes.  

With a massively swollen foot and credit card ticket insurance I went to the Accident Centre in Auckland and 

there was the beginning of my good luck for the duration of the three month stay in that beautiful country.  

As I hobbled from the carpark to the medical building I was stopped, collected by wheelchair and pushed to 

the front of the queue.  What service.  I kid you not – only five questions on the medical form – who are you, 

what happened, your birth date, where are you staying, are you a NZ citizen?  That’s it.   
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X-rays were taken, a medical doctor examined them and my foot, a NZ Black cast was put on my foot and 

ankle and I was issued with a pair of crutches.  A specialist saw me a week later.  After two weeks, the cast 

was discarded and a massive moonboot issued to me.  Sitting was the order of the day, and that’s when I 

spotted an ad in the local newspaper about the Tauranga Model Train Exhibition.  Surely I had to go.  Where 

is Tauranga?  Not too far - only two and a half hours drive by highway – check.  Son had a spare car – check.  

Wife too scared to drive so far in a foreign country but will go with – check.  Phoned the organisers after 

conflicting dates were observed on their website.  Confirmation received, and a hearty meal was had before 

bedtime.   

Designated driver – me.  How?  Get into car – take off moonboot – keep bandages on and gently push 

accelerator etc.  Thank goodness for little automatic cars.  Two and a half hours later we entered the city of 

Tauranga on the East Coast.  The GPS on my phone easily guided us to the right place which was the school 

grounds of a local technical college.  Parked in the shade – swung out the door – strapped moonboot on 

and presto – crutches ready for action.   

At the entrance a home-made motorised American wood burner loco was driving kids around with a string 

of cars, complete with loco horn and bell.  Two tickets were quickly purchased at pensioner couple discount 

rates and we walked into the hall.  At first I thought we were at an old age convention centre, as we were 

confronted with elderly people in wheelchairs, on crutches and some with walkers.  Many were assisted 

with helpers.  A quick reserved question resulted in the following answer.  Great care is taken of senior 

citizens, and every club at every exhibition, wherever in NZ, ensures entry for the aged who are informed 

timeously of such events.  Special buses with aides on board transport and accompany the infirm to support 

them at whichever event.  This is true for the whole of New Zealand and I noticed this at a later air show, an 

outside concert performance, a Saturday morning beach party, Christmas by candlelight show, and a 

maritime museum visit.  The elderly are revered for their contributions to the growth and development of 

New Zealand.   

After dodging several motorised wheelchairs we were presented with numerous layouts in O, S, HO/OO, 

Hon3, N and Z gauges on the main floor as well as on the stage.  I lost my video footage unfortunately, but I 

have added two links below from someone else who took video footage the same day.   

N Scale Scottish themed layout at Tauranga Show Jan 2017 https://youtu.be/QO_aaaNt3MY  

Hornby 0 Gauge at Tauranga Show Jan 2017  https://youtu.be/oJ7ZkEbk-f0  

I have received all the photo links from Dropbox via my son which I fortunately downloaded after I lost all 

my videos including the video I sent you all via EMRIG WhatsApp of a freight train I encountered in 

Matamata (so please, if any of you still have it send a copy to me again – much obliged).   I will discuss the 

individual layouts and some ideas shared by exhibitors in the next edition.  I am sure we can use some of 

these ideas to our advantage to encourage more entrants to the hobby, but even more so to make our 

shows more interesting and participative to the public. 

The two photos below show the mobile exhibition layout of the Greater Waikato Modellers from Hamilton 

which I will later report on with more photos more extensively.  Each layout was a treat to behold in its own 

right and most started out as DC layouts with electrical blocks.  Many have been converted to DCC bus type 

wiring with concomitant decoders in locos.  Most converted locos were hardwired with few modern drop-in 

https://youtu.be/QO_aaaNt3MY
https://youtu.be/oJ7ZkEbk-f0
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decoders.  Yet there were old die-hards intent on sticking with DC, probably due to cost and their own age.  

As one stated to me, he took 20 years to build the layout with DC.  There is only time left to enjoy running it 

flawlessly after all the gremlins have been sorted out.  He was not interested in struggling anymore or again. 

 

Waited quite a long time for this clearance in order to get this shot.  All club layouts were well identified. 

  

Me observing the English countryside on a section of the Greater Waikato Modellers layout. 
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Durban Model Train Show, 27 – 30 April 2017 

Report back by John Burkhardt 

I guess it is by now common knowledge that the 17th Model Rail Road Convention, announced at the 2013 

Convention in Port Elizabeth, and intended to be held in Durban in 2015, never got off the ground. 

Subsequently some enthusiastic MRR’s took up the challenge and announced that they would try to 

organise a Convention in Cape Town in 2016.  Unfortunately that effort was halted also in its early stages 

and it would now appear that in both those cases it was a question of costs and finding the finance to come 

up with deposits. 

With the above experiences in mind, the Durban crowd decided on a different approach that by and large 

would eliminate the need for a big money pot to get things going, and it was hoped that the social events 

would generate some funds to cover any costs that might be incurred. And, right up front, let me state that 

these were poorly supported by the locals as well as the out-of-town visitors, leaving me wondering 

whether the organizers even came out square? 

However what was offered was all at no cost other than that we had to provide our own transport and 

sustenance, while the date was chosen to coincide with Umgeni Steam activities, providing the prototype 

activity, which the visitor could choose to attend or not, also at his/her own expense. For those not too 

familiar with the ingredients of a full Convention program, having been to all but one in SA and three 

“Nationals” in the USA, on which the local convention programs were modelled, these are: 1. Layout Tours, 

2. Clinics, 3. Public Train Show, 4. Prototype Activities and 5. Social Events to allow delegates from different 

parts of the country to interact. All were offered in Durban with the exception of Clinics, which in any case 

for some are last on the priority list. 

At the last minute Johan De Villiers and I decided to make the trip to Durban – and although it was an 

arduous slog we did not regret it one bit, as we found good company, talked a lot of MRR (and BS), and 

refreshed old friendships and made some new ones!    

Train Show 

Yet, as the event was marketed as the Durban Train Show, I must voice a mild disappointment at the format, 

which was not much better in content than a small Swap Meet in Johannesburg! I was expecting something 

a bit bigger, and with lots of moving and stationary RR exhibits.  Apart from my demo layout with Thomas, 

which as always attracted all small and big kids alike, there was only one other moving train in the form of a 

2 x 1m Lionel/American Flyer double oval with trains tail-chasing at breakneck speed! The rest was model 

ships, and many SH dealers, definitely nothing like the scale of the TGMTE 2016 put on by the N-Gauge 

Guild with the help of all the other clubs in Joburg! 

Having participated as a vendor (still trying to liquidate the collection of DB stock from Uitenhage) I was 

asked by various people and the organisers what it was like for me, and whether I would consider attending 

an event like this in future. My subsequent recon of turnover and cost confirmed the gut feel I had there 

and then, that it was not financially viable, as my costs of travel and accommodation, excluding 
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amortisation of the vehicle and sustenance, were more than double my realised margin! But of course that 

does not take cognisance of the unquantifiable benefit of the PR done, as well as the Social and other 

interests experienced through the activities we attended.    

Layout Tours 

There were 7 layouts in Durban and 5 in Pietermaritzburg offered for show. They ranged from the simple 4’ 

x 8’ board type to the well-known and published layout by Frank Graham. In addition there was also some 

tin plate and live steam to be viewed. 

 

Frank Graham – Morningside - Freelance 

Also included, and for me the best layout on show as its era and genre is the same as mine – the US Steam 

to Diesel transition – was that of Johnny Everitt with scenery by Alec Horn (illustrated below). 

 

Johnny Everitt – Umgeni Park - US 

It is not always the size of a layout that is impressive, but more so the content or the story behind it and the 

owner. In Pietermaritzburg the owner of a single-garage-sized SAR layout built a 1:87 model of his own 

house, complete with out-buildings and a removable roof that reveals a model of his layout in the garage. 
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    Owen Storbeck – Hilary - SAR                Chris De Witt – Ashburton - Freelance  

Another approximately 8m x 16m layout, which we last saw at the 2007 convention in Scottburgh at Wayne 

Sharp’s house, was sold and moved in pieces (largest 11’ long) to Chris de Witt’s plot in Ashburton and put 

together to run as smoothly as before it was moved from the South Coast. 

 

Eric James – Virginia - SAR 

What was amazing to me was the number of layouts and modellers that have SAR in all its variants as their 

subject. No wonder, as I saw many models never seen on sales table anywhere, and I learned that a 

complete cottage industry is in the making all over SA with fantastic items in motive power, rolling stock as 
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well as buildings being offered – not only in Gauteng and Cape Town but also now in Durban! 

Those interested in Live Steam were treated to a fine example of a 25NC with Worshond tender in the 

making, while the tin plate fans were catered for by the unbelievable American Flyer and Lionel collection of 

Phil Pittman.    

    

Lukas Steyn – PMB - 25NC Live Steam      Phil Pittman – Malvern - Lionel Collection 

Unfortunately one of the layouts that would have particularly appealed to me had to be withdrawn as the 

owner was called away at short notice as Captain for a national sporting event. I would have preferred the 

organisers to have just shortened the tour to 6 layouts, rather than substituting that one with a somewhat 

mediocre effort of a layout, as at that stage I was already bushed from all the driving and getting in and out 

of the car. 

Prototype activity  

Unfortunately we were not able to catch the Umgeni Steam Train ride, as I had to be back in Joburg by 

Monday night and did not want to wrestle once more with Vaalie traffic. However my friends Morag & 

Richard Davis did, and the following comment and pics are by their courtesy… 

               

A ride on an Umgeni Steam Railway train is always a treat for us – a beautifully restored 19D “Wesley” doing 
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the honours.  We chose the afternoon trip but we sadly seemed to be the only 4 on this trip.  We hope 

others took the morning train – otherwise it would appear this wasn’t everybody’s idea of fun.  While at the 

Inchanga Station most passengers enjoyed the numerous food, craft and entertainment options, we chose 

to head to the yard where wagons and spare (still to be restored) coaches were being shunted around 

to better suit the space and work being done.  Can’t remember the last time we saw live shunting by a 

steam loco!  Many photographs later, we returned home well wind-swept and ‘sooted’ from having our 

heads out the windows like dogs enjoying a car ride. 

Social Events 

Now these are the occasions where you get the chance to get to know each other from across the 

Boerewoers curtain.  Appropriately the Welcome braai was only boerie rolls at the end of the 

Pietermaritzburg Layout Tour on the Thursday evening, while there was the Big Braai with steak, chops and 

wors, not forgetting the excellent salads prepared by the wives, on the Saturday night after the show.  As I 

stated earlier, there were few of the participants and locals present, yet as is traditional we enjoyed a short 

presentation by the resident comedian, Fran Graham – unfortunately no amount of bribing could persuade 

him to recite the “Hongsh Kongsh” story he has told at every Convention I’ve been to. 

All in all it was a valiant first attempt by Durban with lots of areas providing opportunity for improvement, 

but I’m sure a good time was had by all. If nothing else, it must have inspired some to rethink the approach 

to organising a future convention – lots of hinting and jibing was directed at us from the Ou Transvaal 

visiting the last outpost of the British Empire!  

John Burkhardt – 02.05.2017       

 

The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Kobus Pelser 

Water Tower Challenge Honours board 

• 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

• 2015 November Niel Wilson 

• 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

• 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

• 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

• 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

• 2016 April  Peter Fish 
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• 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

• 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

• …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… 

• 2017 March  Brian Dawson 

• 2017 April  Kevin Chamberlain 

My SAR Train Tour: Potchefstroom – by Kobus Pelser 

As a young boy I learned about trains through kids’ songs 

like “Swart Yster Perd” (Old Steam Loco), and I knew of 

trains as a national transport system. As a family we used to 

travel by train from Johannesburg Station down to Cape 

Town on the Trans Karoo to visit my Grandma. I received my 

first train set when I was 10, and the rest is history…. 

For our last holiday I decided to take a tour to Cape Town, 

traveling by car, but with a difference – stopping off at some 

of the train stations along the road. I took the back road, 

and went through Potchefstroom, which was my first stop. 

 

 

There I met an Old Lady, SAR Class 8A no. 1097, sadly not looked after as the years have gone by, neglected 

and vandalized by time, and definitely not looking as nice as she did in her glory days.  This engine was built 

in 1902 by Neilson, Reid & Co. Ltd of Glasgow in Scotland, as their works’ number 6181. The front-end of 

this locomotive is not in the form in which the locomotives were originally built, as they were modified in 

the years 1929-36. The Cape Government Railways (CGR) 8th class was conceived as a mixed-traffic 

locomotive, equally suitable for goods or passenger work. They were designed by H.M. Beatty and had 

larger driving wheels than the 7th class. The 4-8-0 examples were actually based on a pair of 2-8-0 engines 

imported by the CGR in 1901 from the American Locomotive Co, which later became the SAR Class 8X. 

While they retained the bar frames of these engines, Beatty added a bogie to improve the ride. The first 

order from the CGR consisted of 23 locomotives, delivered by Neilson, Reid & Co. in 1902 and 1903, and 

they were placed in service throughout the colony. They became SAR Class 8.  
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In 1902, 40 engines of the CGR 8th-class design were ordered by the Imperial Military Railway from Neilson, 

Reid & Co., and also Sharp, Stewart & Co. These became the 8L-1 on the CSAR and later Class 8A on the SAR. 

Under AG Watson, chief mechanical engineer of the SAR during 1929-35, many of the front ends of the 8th 

class were redesigned, using piston instead of slide valves, and the engines were superheated. The 8th class 

had fine engines, which saw service on every system of the SAR, becoming the mainstay of motive power 

on many branch lines in the 1920s. They ended their days on shunting service until 1972 when all were 

finally withdrawn.  The Old Lady travelled about 3 million kilometers in her lifetime.  

 

There are talks of refurbishing the Old Lady, to restore her, as they want it to help portray the beauty of the 

city’s railway station. 
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Potchefstroom Station was a busy station not so long ago; it used to provide employment for about 440 

people, and there were between 96 and 125 trains per day. The station received, on a daily basis, around 

297 parcels and 180 letters. Today the train station is quiet, with no one in sight - if you are lucky there will 

be two people at the station, one the security guard, and the other one you. Today it’s an old white building 

next to the road. Potchefstroom Station was built in 1897, originally a wood and corrugated iron building 

that was demolished in 1919, and was then rebuilt as we know it today as a Cape Dutch style building. 

Potch station will be remembered as the towns’ glorified key point. 

So we left to our next stop. 

To be continued………                                                                                                                            

AND WITH THIS BEING A THREE-PART SERIES, WE CAN LOOK FORWARD TO ANOTHER ARTICLE FROM 

KOBUS AGAIN NEXT MONTH!  THANK YOU KOBUS!!  

 

 Upcoming Duty Roster:- 

 

From time to time, guys have missed their respective “Duty Roster” date. Fortunately, with other regulars 

around, they have deputised and opened up and it has fortunately been “business as usual”. For reference, 

we now include the duty roster up to the end of the following month for the respective newsletter 

published. So, in this article, below is the Duty Roster till the end of June. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being public; however, these are on the duty roster 

list on the noticeboard at the club if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make a plan to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 6-05 Jimmy M 1 Wed 10-05 Colin A 
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2 Sat 13-05 Brian D 2 Wed 17-05 Dave W 

3 Sat 20-05 Kobus P 3 Wed 24-05 Colin TT 

4 Sat 27-05 Brian D 4 Wed 31-05 ???? 

5 Sat 3-06 William vdB 1 Wed 7-06 Brian D 

2 Sat 10-06 Peter F 2 Wed 14-06 ???? 

3 Sat 17-06 Theuns W 3 Wed 21-06 Dave W 

4 Sat 24-06 Glynn C 4 Wed 28-06 Colin TT 

5 Sat 1-07 Brian D 5 Wed 5-07 Brian D 

 

Club Diary:- 

 

 Saturday 6th May, Reefsteamers trip to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 14th May, Reefsteamers Mothers’ Day Special 

 Saturday 27th May, GFG Swap Meet, Randburg.    Nope – it’s Cancelled! 

 Saturday 27th May, Reefsteamers trip to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 27th May, EMRIG Committee Meeting @ NMM 

 Sunday 28th May, Layout Visit – Hans Bac’s Trams of Amsterdam 

 Saturday 24th June, EMRIG Swap Meet, Benoni!! 

 

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

(New) Chairman – Jimmy Mattushek      jimmym2@telkomsa.net 

(Past) Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine     cttremaine@mweb.co.za  

Secretary – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 
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Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (ColinTT standing in)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – (Colin TT standing in)….. 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2017 WERE DUE FOR PAYMENT BY END FEBRUARY!! 

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YET, YOUR SUBS ARE NOW OVERDUE.  PLEASE NOTE - YOU 
MAY NOT RUN TRAINS AT THE CLUB ROOM IF YOUR SUBS ARE NOT PAID UP!  
PLEASE WEAR YOUR 2017 NAME-TAG TO CONFIRM THAT YOUR SUBS ARE PAID. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 

 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com

