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Chairman’s News – April 2017 

By Jimmy Mattushek 

 

Another month has passed and at long last, I have now retired from work. I have had many 

people counselling me on what I need to do and how to handle this retirement game. Some 

advice has come from those with experience and some without. Well, for me this is a 

complete new challenge. My life has been built on challenges, from my sporting days to 

military to work.  The common thread of advice on retirement is to keep busy, both 

physically and mentally.  So, it will be a greater involvement with the club in all facets to try 

and stimulate this old retiree.  

Over the last month we have seen the club install the Raspberry Pi, and it is working well. It 

certainly has provided some excitement to a number of people. I see more and more people 

making use of it, and some of the visitors have been quite intrigued with our setup. A big 

thank you to Niel for getting it set up. (See more about this later in the newsletter) 
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We have had our first swap meet of the year. This has been the biggest EMRIG has ever 

hosted, with some 66 tables. When one considers it to be approximately 130 meters of 

tables, that takes a lot of product to fill that space. The feedback that I have had is that most 

of the traders were very happy with their sales. If we are going to expand the number of 

tables, where will we accommodate all the traders? A big thank you to all those who helped 

with assisting to set up the tables and assisting the traders in bringing their wares to the 

tables. The only item we have to look at is the castors on the trolley. It sure did take strain. 

My wife, Dianne and daughter Bridget 

baked a birthday cake for me and brought 

it to the club last Saturday for all present to 

share. It was modelled on an English loco, 

highly modified. Most of it seemed to 

disappear, which tells me that it sure tasted 

good. Those of you who did not come on 

Saturday, you missed out and will have to 

wait till next year. Those lassies sure make 

good cake. 

On this Sunday we will be having a club workshop on 

the layout. This is to get items fixed and replaced. 

Please guys, don’t leave it to “them” and “they”…, 

come and be part of the solution of having a great 

layout that is smooth running. Also, some of the 

scenery will be modified and we should be having the 

experts there to pass on their knowledge on how it is 

done. Terrance is even going to get his branch line 

working. 

For the last 40 years my writing has been of a technical 

/ contractual nature, so I am trying to get into the 

swing of a different style of writing for these 

chairman’s reports / letters.  

See you all at the club, and keep on the straight and narrow – 16,5mm gauge would be good, 

or narrower if you prefer! 

Jimmy Mattushek 

Chairman. 
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Other Club News 

By Brian Dawson 

Subscriptions! 

Subs for 2017 are now overdue!  Payment was due by end February.  A period of “grace” is being 

extended to the end of April.  Those who have not paid by then will unfortunately not be allowed to 

run trains at the club layout.  If you haven’t paid yet, please make arrangements to do so.  If you are 

unable to pay, and believe your case deserves consideration, please speak to either Jimmy or Jan.  

There is a discounted rate applicable for “pensioners”, and Honorary Membership is also being con-

sidered at present.  Banking details appear at the end of the Newsletter.  EFT payments are pre-

ferred, rather than cash, please, as these do not cost the club money… 

Workshop on Sunday 9th April! 

As mentioned above by Jimmy, a workshop will be held at the Club Room on Sunday 9th April.  A lot 

of work is to be tackled, including the installation and landscaping of the new “Bridge” module 

(providing access to the centre of the layout), as the old one has proved to be a bit problematic at 

times.  The new Bridge Module will be sturdier in construction, with improved electrical and rail 

connectivity.  During the workshop, members will work on the installation of this new module, laying 

track, ballasting, and then doing the landscaping.  Other areas of the layout requiring attention have 

been identified, and will require fixing.  Experienced members will be on hand to explain how things 

should be done.  This will provide an ideal “learning experience” for those of us who are not yet ex-

perienced in these skills!   

Durban Train Show! 

As indicated in the Club Diary, there is a “Train Show” in Durban and vicinity, taking place from 27 

April to 1 May.  More details about the show appear elsewhere in this Newsletter.  No-one has con-

tacted me to say they are interested in attending, apart from Colin and Jimmy who will be in KZN at 

that time anyway.  If you do want to go, you will need to make your own arrangements… 

 

Photography: Lighting up Real Life or Models 

By Johan Leeflang 

 

Editor’s Note: Johan has been a long-time member of EMRIG, who now resides in Groot Brak Rivier in 

the Southern Cape, and keeps in touch with the club activities through the Newsletter.  This is the 
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second of two articles submitted by Johan.  His other (Scale vs Gauge) appeared in last month’s 

newsletter.  

Photography is playing with light – outside we normally use available light which can be bright sun, 

partly cloudy, soft overcast days, or it can move to twilight or even night time effect.  A digital camera 

lens can only resolve a certain light latitude compared to the human eye, which has a far greater 

range in the light spectrum. 

In South Africa, our sunlight is extremely harsh, and we need to balance the shadow areas with the 

bright light that is in the sky.  The day light and, especially in the summer months, the early morning 

light until about 10am, is far better photographically, and then again after 3pm until sunset.  Midday 

sun in South Africa is a BIG NO, NO.  It is flat and very uninteresting light.  This applies to buildings, 

locos, rolling stock and scenery in general.  If it’s partly cloudy you can use that to your advantage 

when the sun is behind the clouds, but it’s then a case of hit or miss.  When doing scenery or 

buildings it can appear to look patchy, it all comes down to timing! 

As professionals, we use a reflector or fill-in flash to try to balance out the harshness of the sun, that 

is if we have to photograph at the wrong time of the day.  This obviously can only apply if your 

subject is reasonably close to the camera, anything further than say 10m would not really get that 

fill-in effect.  That all depends again on how powerful your flash head is or how big your reflector 

board is. 

It might seem strange to use a fill-in light source in day light but that is how it can be controlled.  If 

one needs extra details under a loco or rolling stock, then a fill-in flash is ideal, otherwise, if you 

don’t, then the extra detail just blows out into a black blob on the photograph. 

A white polystyrene sheet, white cardboard or a material reflector can work wonders.  Some 

photographers even use the silver or white sun shades for car windscreens; they can fold up easily 

and are also very portable.  This is normally positioned on the opposite side to the direction of the 

light source and, by adjusting the distance to the subject being photographed, one can see the 

contrast is reduced significantly.  Don’t overdo it, experiment with different distances to get the 

balance just right.  

When experimenting in photography, always take notes on how you did it, even take a picture of 

your set-up for future reference.  When one gets that “Perfect Shot” one would like to be able to do 

it again and maybe improve on it in future.  Otherwise it’s a hit or miss situation, and invariably it will 

be a “MISS” again. 

Modelling Photography: 

The type of camera used in modelling photography requires you to be able to control the “Depth of 

Field” (i.e. Adjustable apertures/F-Stops).  A wide angle lens would help significantly because it has a 

greater depth of field of focus and can capture a larger area in a given space.  One must try to have 

the point of interest in focus, so the eye will be attracted to the subject first.  Normally the eye looks 

for the bright objects first in an image, and then the eye surveys the rest of the image in front of you. 
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Lighting a model can also be done with various types of lighting.  If your model is portable it can be 

taken outside in the daylight, and by placing the model in the sun it then needs to be balanced out 

with fill-in white card or polystyrene sheets as mentioned earlier.  I prefer to capture the model in 

very controlled lighting in my studio, or else using available light in the layout room.  The camera is 

then set to the fluorescent lighting setting, and then one can take general record shots of the 

progress you have achieved. Using a single flash head indoors is not very creative but just seen as 

grab-shots of the situation. 

Normally the camera is set to long time exposures on a tripod to obtain interesting lighting effects, 

not forgetting to use a cable-release to bring the potential camera shake to zero while exposing. 

Composition:  

It may sound very cliché but it always works so stick to it. 

This applies to the prototype and model photography. 

Below is a sketch of the camera view-finder, either shooting in landscape or portrait format. 

Where the imaginary lines meet in 

your horizontal or vertical formats is 

the ideal place for your point of 

interest in the final image.  NOT slap 

in the middle!!!! 

If the subject doesn’t fit into the 

recommended frame, one can always 

crop the image afterwards so that the 

balance of the composition has improved. 

This is a standard rule of thumb and applies to prototype and scale models as well. 

So much can be undertaken with one’s image afterwards with “Photoshop” to improve the final 

product. 

Most of us have cell phones with cameras and yes, they can also take quick reference images, but 

they just can’t be compared with all the fine details a proper digital camera can capture, especially in 

difficult lighting situations. 

When capturing a passing train, you should always leave a little space in front to show how it moves 

into the frame, never cutting off the front or the back as I sometimes have seen in the past.  It’s like 

cutting off someone’s nose in a portrait!! 

Before pressing the shutter, check that no intrusive things show in the background either – yes, you 

can remove it via “Photoshop” afterwards, but that is just giving you more work.  By just changing 

the angle slightly you can often hide the intrusive object behind something else. 
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Lots of photographers just want to capture their target, but one needs to see the bigger picture 

before the camera shutter is triggered. 

Research and Record: 

I find it a good idea to capture your own progress of your models from time to time.  By analysing 

one’s photographs on a big computer screen one can see where one can still improve on your own 

model.  This applies especially when doing extreme close-ups of the model. 

If and when you photograph your prototype, you get the chance to use it later as a reference when 

modelling the real thing. Yes, there are lots of books and the internet to utilize for your information 

required, but there is so much more personal satisfaction when you did it yourself. 

 

Silent No More. 

By John Burkhardt 

 

Editor’s Note: Nice to get back to reading another article in John’s ongoing and informative series….. 

I hope my last article on the rather involved conversion of that fine Athearn model of the UP Turbine 

was at least useful to someone, but because material was needed in a hurry for publication there was 

no time to gather some history for a preamble – I shall endeavour to do that for a later publication.  

Since my last article on the SAR Class 34 installation I have received a lot of complaints about the 

reliability of sound operation in both the Frateschi and Lima models. The root cause of the problem is 

the inherent design shortcuts both models have to ensure a reliable current path for a reasonable 

period of uninterrupted service. However with a bit of work by the user and / or some help from the 

decoder manufacturers in the form of Keep Alive accessories, we can extend flawless operating 

considerably. 

At the outset I must mention that whatever I say below and in future articles on this subject, is based 

on actual experiences and hence, for me, fact, and I make no claim to scientific knowledge on any of 

the particular observations. However at the same time my observations are not intended to discredit 

the admirable efforts of any manufacturer to bring models to the SAR modeller at an affordable cost. 

My aim will be to highlight that, depending on how much time, effort and cash you want to throw at 

your model, you can improve operation considerably, up to matching that of models with a very 

much higher price tag. 

Let us first look at: 
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SERVICING THE FRATESCHI SAR CLASS 34 DIESEL 

1. Introduction 

As I stated in my original article, this model does not exactly meet the state-of-the-art standards that 

we’re used to (at a commensurate increase in cost) from US & European manufacturers, such as 

ROCO or Walthers LL P2k, and their rather Spartan design, especially in the way the current path is 

handled, requires more attention more often. 

 

There are two areas of concern in this model which, if not attended to regularly, interrupt the current 

path, severely leading to stop / start operation (which may be acceptable if run with analogue DC 

only). However, the current state-of-the-art DCC & Sound Decoders react so quickly to interruptions 

in current supply that it would no longer be a pleasure to operate. These are the Wheels and Wipers, 

which are both in the trucks. 

I prefer to remove the body shell when doing this work as some of these shells have been custom 

painted and super detailed, which I want to protect. However if that is not desired or possible, then 

the least you should use is a cradle that holds the loco in an upside down position with the shell held 

in soft cloth or foam rubber.  Here I refer you back to my installation article, where I show how I wire 

body / decoder to chassis so that the two can easily be separated for the work covered in this article.  

2. Blackened Brass Wheels: 

The manufacturer chose brass as the material to make wheels for this model, and experience in 

using this type of metal for rails has taught us to stay away from brass, as it oxidises so quickly and 

then works as an insulator. In addition, the wheels then are chemically blackened to enhance the 

appearance of the model. Possibly some chemist who developed that process will argue the point 

that this does not hinder the electrical path, but this is not my experience, although that could be 

based on the fact that it seems to hold onto dirt more easily, leading to the same unfavourable end 

result. In addition, they are doubling this current resistive condition by having a copper bronze wiper 

running on the inside of the wheel, and all this only on two axles out of three in each truck. 



 

Page 8 of 27 

 

The wheels shown in the picture 

alongside have only done a bit of 

running and there is already 

evidence of the wheel blackening 

wearing away. That loco’s running, 

before I stripped it for its service, 

was a constant “ruk en pluk” 

affair with the need for a frequent 

tap or shove, even on ADC!   

You will also note that the 

gearbox is split into two vertical 

halves, again an unusual design 

that leads to the truck housing 

being moist with gear oil all the 

time, and that inevitably will end up on the wheels (and rails) as well, mostly on the inside surface 

where the wipers will pick it up. To start I take an earbud soaked in cleaning fluid and wipe the gear 

case clean. 

The picture alongside is of a 

chassis previously serviced and 

needing it again, as can be seen by 

the grey “tyre” of dirt that has 

been accumulating on the near 

axle. The axle nearest to the tank 

has been cleaned already – how, 

we shall discuss now as the first 

step in our service procedure. 

For wheel cleaning I use a method 

that the pundits will criticize, 

maintaining that over time it will 

reduce the wheel diameter 

significantly and/or scour 

microscopic grooves in the tyre tread, offering a hold for dirt to accumulate again and at a quicker 

rate. Well, I can show you my first loco on which I started this method more than two decades ago, 

and those wheels, albeit made of Nickel / Silver, still measuring and looking like new! 

I use a mildly abrasive rubber disc of a material very similar to that of a Roco track cleaner, only even 

less abrasive, mounted on a Dremel spindle meant for the separating disc, etc. These discs are 

manufactured by a dental supply company in Switzerland and are intended for use by dental 

mechanics to polish gold crowns. 
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Other handy tools are an old toothbrush, and a brush that I found at the Golf Club which is meant for 

cleaning the grooves in the club face. That one has synthetic bristles on one side that are a bit harder 

than those on the toothbrush 

but longer for more reach, and 

on the other side the bristles 

are made of some metal which 

is useful for removing hard stuff. 

The “Mototool” I use for this 

operation was given to me by 

my wife more than 20 years ago 

and is a 12V unit powered by an 

old Lima transformer – and its 

apparent lack of power makes it 

an ideal set-up for this delicate 

task! Off course you can use 

your 220V Dremel (or clone) but 

you then have to apply even more care in moderating the forces applied. 

Now the first thing I do is place the chassis wheels-up in a foam rubber work cradle, after having 

attached the leads from my work bench power supply to the motor terminals. I can do that since I 

have electrically separated the shell with decoder from the chassis with motor – if you can’t, you 

have to apply power to the wheels and not to the motor direct, lest you burn out the decoder! Then 

apply power (almost max) in the direction so that the loco wheels spin in opposing direction to that 

of the “Mototool”. 

The secret to success without 

damage is in careful application of 

time and force with which the two 

spinning wheels are now brought 

into contact with each other! 

Time should never be longer than 

a second or less but more 

frequently. The force in the case 

of my small light weight 

“Mototool” should be limited to 

its own weight, but in the case of 

the heavier Dremel or clone, even 

that should be reduced by support. 

Of course if you are not comfortable to use this approach you can always resort to brushes as 

described above or earbuds soaked in any model-compatible cleaning liquid. In the picture above I 

used Meths. 
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I usually clean all the wheels, but one can limit that to only those that do form part of the current 

path, and when they are nice and shiny we’re done with the wheel treads for now.  

However we still have to 

similarly polish the inside of 

the wheel where the wipers 

are making contact, and to 

this end I hold the side of the 

spinning rubber disc to the 

spinning wheel – it just about 

fits between wheel and 

gearbox. 

All that remains now is to 

clean up the fine dust that the 

rubber disc wearing down has 

produced, and that is where 

the Golfer’s brush with its 

long bristles comes in handy. 

However when we now tackle the wipers we will get another chance to get dust out altogether.  

 

3. Wheel Wipers: 

You will soon realise that there is an even bigger problem with dirt being accumulated by the wipers. 

However it is relatively easy to get to them, even in a fully-assembled unit.  Pull on the truck frame to 

free the locating dowels from the indentations in the gearbox housing, while at the same time 

pulling gently up till the truck frame comes loose from the gearbox housing. 

   



 

Page 11 of 27 

 

When you have removed the truck 

frame, the wipers are exposed and 

you can free them from behind the 

wheels by lifting them off the locating 

nubs as shown below. It is not 

necessary, but it would make this 

operation easier, if you de-solder the 

connecting wire before removing the 

wipers, and although I show them 

separate for photographing I usually 

work on them just dangling on the 

wire. 

 

 

 

 

Now these (illustrated below) are the wipers on a unit which according to the owner is brand new 

and only test run! No wonder you had to encourage it to get on its way with a tap every now and 

then. This where the earbud soaked in Meths is called for, but I also again use my “Mototool” to 

polish the contact area, caveat being to have the rotation of the disc from centre to end of the wiper 

lest you catch the end and crumple the whole thing up (now, where is that T-shirt?....). 
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Before we refit the wipers, I usually clean the sides of the truck assembly, with brush and cleaning-

fluid soaked earbud to remove all traces of gearbox oil and dust from the “Mototool” wheel cleaning.  

Once done, remount the wipers on the locating nubbins, making sure the ends are behind the 

wheels, then – making sure they’re oriented correctly, slip the truck frames over the gear box and 

pressing gently down till the locating dowels snap back into the indentations in the gearbox housing 

AND locking the wipers in position.   

All that is left now is to refit the body 

shell and place it on the track to test 

run, and look forward to a number of 

hours of trouble free running till we 

have to do the same thing over again. 

However if the above-described service 

work does not give you the desired 

results in uninterrupted running, then 

the only alternative is to add one of the 

“Keep Alive” units now offered by all 

decoder manufacturers – and this shall 

be the subject of a future article…..  
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Raspberry Pi: Smart Phone Train Control 

By Niel Wilson 

Editor’s Note: Niel Wilson (Layout Manager) proposed to the EMRIG Committee that the club 
consider making use of the new technology available called “Raspberry Pi”, for controlling trains by 
using smart phones. The committee agreed in principle, Niel then obtained quotations, the best of 
which was approved, and Niel has since purchased and installed the Raspberry Pi system in the club 
layout room at Northmead Mall, and it is up and running!  What follows below is the “Instruction 
Manual” for the use of the system.  Copies of this set of instructions are available at the club room – 
those copies include the WiFi password, which for security reasons has been omitted from this 
publication. 

Brief intro 

With the advances in technology it is now easily possible to control trains using a smart phone or 

tablet.  In this instance, a Raspberry Pi (a credit card sized computer) has been used to be able to 

connect smart phones to the layout. 

There are several advantages in being able to use mobile devices for train control: 

1. Anyone with an Android or iOS smart phone or tablet can connect to the system and control 
their trains.   

2. The system is completely wireless, thus making it easy for members to follow their trains 
around the layout as they run. 

3. Low cost.  After the initial base system components have been purchased there are no addi-
tional costs (with the exception of electricity to power it). 

4. Reduced costs for new members joining the club, as they don’t need to purchase a Digitrax 
throttle if they have a smart phone. 

5. Easy to use.  Connect to the Wi-Fi network, open the Engine Driver App, select your loco and 
run. 

6. Interfaces with all the existing Digitrax DCC equipment that the club already owns.  Nothing 
becomes redundant. 

7. Multiple users can connect and run trains simultaneously. 

How it works 

Figure 1 below shows how the hardware is connected to make smart phone control possible.  

Raspberry
Pi 3

Digitrax
PR3

Digitrax
DCC Sytem
(DCS100)

Track

Tablet

Smart
Phone

 

Figure 1 System architecture 
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Smart phones and tablets connect the Raspberry Pi via Wi-Fi.  The Raspberry Pi is running the JMRI 

software package which takes commands from the smart phones and puts them out to the Digitrax 

PR3.  The PR3 then turns these commands into DCC commands that the Digitrax DCC system can 

understand, which in turn puts them to the track for locos to use. 

Requirements 

The base hardware as described above has already been installed.  Each individual user will require a 

smart phone or tablet that can connect to a Wi-Fi network.  An App will also need to be downloaded 

and installed onto your mobile device.  Download the correct app depending on the operating 

system your phone runs: 

For Android users 

For users who have smart phones that run the Android Operating system such as most Samsung, LG, 

Huawei, HTC and several other lesser brands, 

Download and install the Engine Driver Throttle App from the Google Play store 

(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=jmri.enginedriver). This is a free app. 

OR: 

For Apple users 

For users who use Apple products with iOS, 

Download and install the WiThrottle App from iTunes.  Note that there are two different versions, 

WiThrottle Lite (free) and WiThrottle (payware), choose the one that you prefer.  

Wi-Fi Network Details 

Each mobile device will need to connect to the Wi-Fi network to be able to control trains.  Turn on 

your mobile device’s Wi-Fi and connect to the network named: RPi-JMRI.  When prompted for a 

password, enter: (Editor’s Note: the password will be provided to members at the club room).   

Note that the password is case sensitive so all letters are lowercase except for…… (ditto).   

Please note:  When connected to the Wi-Fi network, your phone will not be connected to the 

internet so applications such as Email, web browsing, instant messaging will not function. 

How to use Engine Driver 

The following covers using the Engine Driver App for Android….

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=jmri.enginedriver
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A - Once connected to the Wi-Fi Network, start 

the Engine Driver App on your phone.  After 

several seconds you should see the following 

screen: 

 

Figure 2 Server Screen 

B - Tap on the RPi-JMRI PR3 server.  After 

connecting to the server, the throttle screen will 

appear: 

 

Figure 3 Throttle Screen (no loco selected) 

C - Tap on the white box near the top of the 

screen that says “Press to select”. The select loco 

screen will appear: 

 

Figure 4 Select Loco Screen (no loco selected) 

 

 

D - Tap on “Address” and enter your loco address.  

Then Tap on the “Acquire” button.  The throttle 

screen will reappear and looks like the screen 

below: 

 

Figure 5 Throttle Screen (loco selected) 
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E - Control of locos is done as follows: 

 Direction is controlled by tapping on the 
“Forward” or “Reverse” buttons.  The 
“Stop” button will set the speed of a loco 
to 0. 

 Speed is controlled by dragging the slider 
(blue circle) from left to right, with left 
being slow and right being fast.  The per-
centage of speed applied is displayed to 
the right of the loco’s address.  Speed can 
also be controlled by using the volume 
keys on the side of the phone. 

 Functions are controlled by tapping the 
appropriate numbered button.  When a 
function is active, there will be a green 
stripe at the bottom of the number. 

F - When you are finished running a loco and you 

want to dispatch it, first bring the loco to a stop 

and turn off all the functions.  Then tap on the 

loco address (near the top in the white box).  The 

Select loco screen will reappear and will look like 

this: 

 

Figure 6 Select Loco Screen (loco selected) 

Tap the Release button to the right of the address 

that you wish to dispatch.  The Throttle screen as 

per Figure 3 Throttle Screen (no loco selected) 

will reappear.  You can now select another loco or 

exit Engine Driver. 

 

Durban Train Show 

Information Provided by Mike from Durban (trainshdbn@gmail.com)  

Durban is hosting a “Train Show” at the end of this month!  It starts on Thursday 27th April (public holiday!) 

and ends on Monday 1st May (another public holiday!).   

The train show includes Layout Visits, a Swap Meet (R20 entrance charge), and a couple of social functions.  

There is a braai on the Thursday evening (R20 per boerie roll), and another braai on the Saturday evening 

(R65 for a braai pack).  Then there is also the opportunity to do an Umgeni Steam Railway trip on the 

Sunday 30th April.  There is no charge for the Train Show (layout visits), just the various functions as listed.  

An application form is available for you to register.  If you want one, ask me (Brian Dawson), I can forward 

one to you… 

There are 8 layout visits available, including SAR (x2), USA (x2), UK (x2) and mixed (x2) systems.  A 

programme for the timing of the visits is not yet available, but there will be no more than 10 visitors 

allowed at a layout per occasion.  You will need to register for the layout visits.  

The Umgeni Steam Railway (USR) runs from Kloof to Inchanga, on the Old Main Line route.  There are two 

trips – a morning trip starting at 08h30, ending 11h30 back at Kloof, and an afternoon trip starting at 12h30, 

mailto:trainshdbn@gmail.com
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ending at 16h00.  There is a craft market with food stalls at Inchanga, as well as a transport museum. The 

cost of USR train tickets is R220, reduced to R150 for pensioners over 65.  Bookings must be made.  There is 

more information available at www.umgenisteamrailway.com.  Alternatively, contact them on 082-353-6003. 

YouTube videos of trips along this rail section under steam power can be viewed on the USR website. 

Apart from Colin TT and Jimmy, I am not aware of anyone else from EMRIG planning to attend.  Remember 

you will need to arrange your own transport and accommodation…  And if you DO go down, take some 

decent pics and give us a write up of your experiences, please!!! 

 

Know Your New Committee Members 

Short Personal Biographies continued… 
 

 
Editor’s Note: With new members on the committee, I asked all to provide a short train-related biography, 

to introduce themselves to the club members.  Three appeared in each of the last two editions.  Here are the 

remaining two, from our Chairman and Past Chairman… 

EMRIG Committee Member Biography   Jimmy Mattushek:  Portfolio  =  Chairman 

Marital Status:   Married to Dianne for 37 years. 

Children:   Two daughters. Lost one and the other is married, and so we also have two great little 

grandchildren. 

When and where did you start playing with model trains?  

When I was young my dad would never buy me a train set.  Got the bicycles and pellet guns etc.  One day, 

about six years ago, Dianne and I were walking past Caves in Greenstone, and they had a little window 

module in the shop window. I told her about my folks never buying me one.  Well I never – that Christmas I 

received an N scale train in the box. I changed it for an HO set in the box…  One day we were at Northmead 

Mall for something, when I saw the EMRIG layout where Pick n Pay Clothing is today.  Then the club moved 

to the Checkers centre and that is where I joined the club…   

Do you have your own layout at home? 

Yes, I have a small layout. The scenery is great.  The track layout and electrics leave a lot to be desired.  I 

built before I had learnt too much about track requirements.  I was led up the garden path by some people 

who should have known better.  Dianne has done about 80% of the scenery and that is very well done.  We 

have European, British and American on our layout.  What we like, we put on!   

What gauge(s) and nationalities do you operate?  

 Mostly American HO.  I have steam and diesel amongst this lot.  I also have some German steam and one 

http://www.umgenisteamrailway.com/
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British steam (OO) in my collection. Again, most of my locos and a lot of my rolling stock is bought by Dianne.  

She buys it if it looks “pretty” and likes the colours.  She also loves her steam.  So I am very fortunate in 

having a wife who will do that.  I also recently acquired an N gauge steam loco with some rolling stock.  

How much time do you waste spend playing trains (operating / maintaining / modelling)? 

I am at the club most Saturdays.  I really enjoy Operating. I spend quite a lot of time in the evenings building, 

fixing and generally messing around with train stuff.  I spend a lot of my free time with my trains.  I just 

haven’t got into the electronics as yet.  Now that I am retiring, I will look at it.   

What train do you really want to acquire next? 

Whatever Dianne comes home with next!   I love steam…  (Editor’s Note: That might just be a gentle hint to 

Dianne!) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMRIG Committee Member Biography  Colin Tanner-Tremaine:  Portfolio = Past Chairman 

Marital Status:  Happily married to Rosemary for the past 53 years 

Children:  Two daughters, Sara and Louise, and one son Andrew 

When and where did you start playing with model trains? 

My first Model (toy) train was an O gauge Hornby tin plate which I was given when about 8 years old (see 

photo below).  I have been interested in trains since an early age, as I can still remember the Southern 

Region “Spam Tin” West Country Class engines running over a railway bridge just down the road from where 

we lived (in England) during the war.  Our family then emigrated to Kenya in 1947, and there we lived close 

to the Gilgil - Thompsons Falls branch line.  The daily train fascinated me, and when at the age of about 15 I 

often rode on the foot plate while the train was being shunted, I was even allowed to drive it on several 

occasions – small Mikados and even a Class 52 Garratt (see photos below).  What a privilege and pleasure to 

be in control of one of these steam engines.  The African engine drivers were very pleasant and 

accommodating, teaching me – a 16 year old white child – to drive their engines. 

Both my Primary School at Nakuru and Secondary School just North of Nairobi near Karen and the Ngong 

Hills, both being boarding schools with lots of acreage, had the main Kenya - Uganda line running through 

the school grounds.  So there was plenty of opportunity to see, photograph and study the trains coming up 

the line (see photos below, which show a double header of Tribal Class 29 locos on the Midday mail train to 

Nakuru and beyond into Uganda, the Garratt being a Class 57 on a heavy freight going the same way).  
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So trains have been in my blood for most of my life.  After my school years I spent 9 years in the UK studying 

to be an electrical engineer and gaining some experience in the business.  So the West Coast Main Line was 

never far away, and in the ‘60s one could see steam engines, the early diesels and the first of the electrics. 

Great years of train watching!  Being a young graduate engineer with English Electric, I was given the task 

of joining the engineering and design team that was to provide the slip detection and its control on the 

English Electric Class 40 and Class 37 diesels.  

Do you have your own layout at home?  YES!! 

So how did I get into model trains?  A long story, but it started in England with a Hornby Freight Master train 

set which was on the table in our spare room.  Naturally this expanded somewhat and was brought to South 

Africa, where it expanded some more.  As you know, today I have a moderate model railway based on the 

WCML during the ‘60s, so I can run steam, diesel and electric trains all in the same era.  But as I love trains 

there have been many visiting locos, some of which are now permanent residents.  All are 00/H0 scale and 

under DCC control. 

How much time do you waste playing trains (operating / maintaining / modelling)? 

No time is wasted on playing trains – it is all spent on work to be done to add, fix, repair, maintain or 

operate a train or two.  Started in 1994, my layout is still not completed. 

Do you allow your children / grandchildren to play with your trains? 

No, but sometimes I let them drive a train but under my strict supervision.  Luckily with DCC one can set the 

maximum speed nice and slow... 
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What train do you really want to acquire next? 

There is such a wide choice on the market these days, so it’s a difficult question.  However I have no 

real desire to buy more as I have my Garratts, both of Beyer-Peacock origin, plus many British locos 

from the Stanier steamers , EEC diesels and the Class 86 and 87 electrics all seen on the WCML (Also 

in my stable are 3 American locos, welcome visitors). 

The future? 

Today my passion is to assist other modellers with control and automation schemes to improve and 

provide some animation such as signalling, level crossing barriers, auto reversing loops and more. 

Being an engineer, all things must work – if they don’t, then fix it.  I love my hobby, thank God that I 

have a model railway, a wife that allows me the freedom to “play” trains, and many like-minded 

friends. 

Editor’s Note:  So there you have it – that’s the current committee!  And hopefully now you know a little 

more about them and what makes them tick (or huff and puff!)… 

 

The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Kevin Chamberlain 

Water Tower Challenge Honours board 

• 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

• 2015 November Niel Wilson 

• 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

• 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

• 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

• 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

• 2016 April  Peter Fish 

• 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

• 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

• …… then the ball got dropped for a bit… 

• 2017 March  Brian Dawson 
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Montana Rail Link Gas Train – by Kevin Chamberlain 

I have been a fan of the Montana Rail Link since switching to the American Railroads soon after I took up 

the hobby of model trains back in the mid 1980’s.  The Montana Rail Link runs a number of interesting 

trains, and one of these is the Gas Local.    

A Brief History of the MRL 

 

Montana Rail Link (reporting marks MRL) is a regional operation based in Missoula, Montana. Currently the 

railroad operates nearly 1,000 miles of track (also at nearly 1,000 employees MRL is one of the larger Class 

IIs in the country), which run between central Montana near Billings to eastern Washington at Spokane. 

MRL got its start in 1987 when it took over ex-Burlington Northern trackage through Montana, and today is 

one of two railroads operated by The Washington Companies. The railroad is a top-notch, efficiently-run 

operation that has several connections with Class I carriers BNSF Railway and Union Pacific. Not only does 

the railroad’s property compete with many Class I railroads in terms of speed, but it is also one of the few 

smaller lines to purchase brand new locomotives, in this case EMD’s new SD70ACe. 

The history of Montana Rail Link began amid confusion, when the Burlington Northern agreed to lease (in 

1987) its former Northern Pacific main line between Billings, Montana and Sandpoint, Idaho. The new line 

was to be operated by local Montana businessman Dennis Washington, who named it Montana Rail Link, 

and the new railroad instantly became a 900+ mile regional system. Since its start-up, MRL has actually 

changed very little over the past 20+ years in terms of size, with important yards located at Missoula and 

Billings. 

The Gas Local  

The 10 inch Yellowstone Pipeline was completed in 1954 and runs 531 miles across three states between 

Billings Montana and Moses Lake Washington. The Yellowstone pipeline transports finished petroleum 

products from refineries in Billings, including aviation fuel, gasoline, diesel and natural gas.  

In October 1995 a large gap was made in the pipeline, rendering it useless. This was due to the 

Salish and Kootenai Indian tribes not renewing a twenty -year lease. The cause of this was a 

history of past ruptures and lack of urgency to clean up spill sites. There have been over 70 

spills since the pipeline was built in 1954, including three major spills on reservation land. This 

gap was bridged by truck and rail between Helena and Thompson Falls until 1998, when ne w 

pipeline-to-rail facilities were built in Missoula and Thompson Falls. Most trucking has ceased 
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since the terminal improvements were made, with Montana Rail Link transporting the finished 

product using the Gas Train.  

The MRL has continued to transport the fuel twice daily in specially built white tank trains 

comprising 30 cars. The number of cars is limited to 30, as this is all 

that the siding in Thompson Falls can hold. At the head of the train , 

behind the locomotives, is a single box car that holds the equipment 

required at the pipeline terminal on each end of 

the route.  

The Gas Local normally 

uses the Montana Rail 

Link’s 10th Subdivision out 

of Missoula that was 

previously closed in 

the 1980’s by the 

past owner, Burlington Northern. 

The MRL reopened the 10th Sub as a 

secondary route west and to serve 

the Polson Branch. With the Polson 

Branch being shuttered in 2011, the Gas Local may be the only 

thing keeping this line open, since this route isn’t ideal for 

heavier trains up the steep 2.2% grade of Evaro Hill. This train 

continues to fill this missing link in the Yellowstone Pipeline that crosses 

through the Flathead Indian Reservation. 

  

AND KEVIN HAS CHALLENGED KOBUS PELSER TO TAKE UP THIS CHALLENGE!!!  LOOKING FORWARD 

TO RECEIVING YOUR ARTICLE, KOBUS!... (I reckon it’s gotta be something to do with SAR locos…?) 
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Swap Meet Report 25th March 2017 

By Brian Dawson 

It was allegedly the largest Swap Meet EVER held in South Africa!  67 tables were set out in the 

Northmead Mall on Saturday 25th March 2017!  ALL the major traders were there, as well as many 

new smaller traders and individuals… 

A large group of committed club members were there at 6:30am on Saturday morning to start 

setting up.  ColinTT and Jimmy had to make a special arrangement with the Mall Management for 

us to get in earlier than the normal 7:00am opening time, because of all the extra work that would 

be involved in getting ready for this biggest ever Swap Meet. 

Traditionally, the hired tables have been delivered to the 

Mall on the Friday, and placed in stacks outside the club 

premises, and then carried by hand from there to where 

they are required.  This time, mindful of all the extra 

tables to be moved, ColinTT had the foresight to have the 

tables placed by the supplier onto the club’s HO 

exhibition layout trolley at the club-room door.  So when 

we arrived, we started by offloading those tables 

required closest to the club room (to lighten the load a 

bit), and then wheeled the trolley-load to the far end of the Swap Meet area (right up near Maxi’s), 

and then offloaded and set up tables, moving back along the mall towards the club room entrance.  

Good thinking, Colin!  And also due to Colin’s meticulous measurement and planning beforehand, 

we again had print-outs of exactly how the tables were to be set out in order to fit them all in to 

the available space.  It worked out perfectly!    

Next came the black tablecloths.  Fortunately the committee had had the foresight to have ten 

extra tablecloths made up before the Swap Meet (thank you, Dianne Mattushek, for buying the 

material, and doing all the sewing!).  Even with 60 tablecloths there still weren’t enough, and we 

had to “stretch” them a bit to get all the tables covered.  

And while the tables were being covered, the first traders 

started arriving.  Which meant the off-loading started!....  

Our club has the wonderful reputation of being the 

friendliest and most helpful club as far as assisting the 

Swap Meet traders is concerned.  This time was no 

exception, and all hands were on deck to carry boxes and 

boxes, and push trolleys, and help in every imaginable 

way, assisting the traders to get their tables set up and 
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their stocks set out.  And covered!! (Yes, many of the traders heeded Colin’s instruction to cover 

their wares as soon as they were set up, so that trading would ONLY start at 9:00am, as advertised 

(it has been agreed that this is a crucial rule for the Swap Meet, to put a stop to unscrupulous “pre-

trading” and reservation of items before trading is supposed to begin!).  

While we were setting up tables, the Sausage Saloon set 

up their mobile wagon at the entrance, and appeared to 

do a roaring trade throughout the morning.  As did Maxi’s 

and the other food suppliers in the mall!...  And the club’s 

kettle and small “kitchenette” also worked overtime 

providing coffee and tea for the traders and club 

members… 

Meanwhile, inside the club room, all the layouts were 

readied for operation, so that there would be trains 

running on all the tracks to show off our activities to the interested public.  And there were trains 

running on all the layouts during the course of the morning (and well into the afternoon as well)!  

We even had a visitor running a triple-headed 40 wagon container consist on the N gauge layout 

(under supervision, of course!).  

The Swap Meet was well attended by the public (a little 

slow to get going initially, but picking up nicely later by all 

accounts), and the traders reported that they were happy 

with the trade on the day.  The club made a bit of money 

by hosting the Swap Meet, and all the buying public 

scored from the many bargains that were to be found on 

the tables!   

There is an EXCELLENT video of this latest Swap Meet on the club’s Facebook Page (the video is 

hosted on YouTube), as well as a number of other photos taken during the Swap Meet.  

And afterwards, the same willing hands packed away the tables and cloths, and helped traders to 

carry left-over stock back to their vehicles.   

And now we look forward to hosting the next Swap 

Meet on 24th June!  And we’re still looking for a Swap 

Meet Organiser (committee position), to take over from 

ColinTT, who organised this one as a last “special 

arrangement”, seeing that he has retired from doing 

this in addition to everything else he used to do!   

So – who is man enough to take on the job?   
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Upcoming Duty Roster:- 

 

From time to time, guys have missed their respective “Duty Roster” date. Fortunately, with other 

regulars around, they have deputised and opened up and it has fortunately been “business as usual”. 

For reference, we now include the duty roster up to the end of the following month for the respective 

newsletter published. So, in this article, below is the Duty Roster till the end of May. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being public; however, these are on the duty 

roster list on the noticeboard at the club if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make a plan to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 1-04 William vdB 1 Wed 5-04 Brian D 

2 Sat 8-04 Peter F 2 Wed 12-04 Colin A 

3 Sat 15-04 Theuns W 3 Wed 19-04 Dave W 

4 Sat 22-04 Glynn C 4 Wed 26-04 Colin TT 

5 Sat 29-04 Terrence M 1 Wed 3-05 Brian D 

2 Sat 6-05 Jimmy M 2 Wed 10-05 Colin A 

3 Sat 13-05 Brian D 3 Wed 17-05 Dave W 

4 Sat 20-05 Kobus P 4 Wed 24-05 Colin TT 

5 Sat 27-05 Brian D 5 Wed 31-05 ???? 

 

Club Diary:- 

 

 Thursday 30th March to Sunday 9th April, Stars of Sandstone, Ficksburg 

 Saturday 8th April, PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria. 

 Thursday 27th April to Monday 1st May, Train Show, Durban. 

 Saturday 29th April, Reefsteamers trip to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 6th May, Reefsteamers trip to Magaliesberg 
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 Saturday 14th May, Reefsteamers Mothers’ Day Special 

 Saturday 27th May, GFG Swap Meet, Randburg.    Nope – it’s Cancelled! 

 Saturday 27th May, Reefsteamers trip to Magaliesberg 

 Saturday 24th June, EMRIG Swap Meet, Benoni!! 

 

Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

(New) Chairman – Jimmy Mattushek      jimmym2@telkomsa.net 

(Past) Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine     cttremaine@mweb.co.za  

Secretary – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (ColinTT standing in)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – (Colin TT standing in)….. 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2017 WERE DUE FOR PAYMENT BY END FEBRUARY!! 

YOU HAVE UNTIL END OF APRIL TO PAY UP.  PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MAY NOT RUN 
TRAINS AT THE CLUB ROOM IF YOUR SUBS ARE NOT PAID UP!  PLEASE WEAR YOUR 
2017 NAME-TAG TO CONFIRM THAT YOUR SUBS HAVE BEEN PAID. 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 


