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Chairman’s News 

By Colin Tanner-Tremaine (Out-going Chairman) 

 

January is the start of another year with new challenges, chances, resolutions and 

projects, all very exciting. The past year has come and gone, so with the experiences 

gained they should help us to move forward and develop our club some more this year. 

The Christmas holiday season I gather was a happy and relaxing period for all; I am 

glad that we all survived with no major incidences. 

We held our AGM on the 22nd January which was once again well attended. I believe 

that this occasion is also a suitable occasion for our wives and partners to join in and 

meet their hubbies’ friends and to see what they get dragged into for the next few 

years. This year, you, the members finally let me stand down after 8 years at the helm, 

for which I am most grateful. It is time that we had some new blood on the committee and so it came to be. 

The new members mostly volunteered to step up and contribute to the running of your club; there was no 

“dragging on to the committee,” with all positions accepted (after a bit of prodding perhaps) willingly. So we 

now have a new management team and so far they have been highly motivated and keen to get their teeth 

into the tasks ahead. I have agreed to stay on as past chairman so that my experience and knowledge can be 

transferred gradually; that will enable me to slowly back down and happily leave it all up to them.  



 

Page 2 of 20 

 

As there was no volunteer to take over the organising of swap meets and outside events I will continue with 

these portfolios until Jimmy our new chairman has left his full-time employment and has a bit of a holiday. He 

will then pick up these tasks on 1st June 2017 and I will again be free from that responsibility.  So far I have 2 

tentative dates, last Sunday of May with the “Trams of Amsterdam” and end June for a visit to the “Southern 

Pacific” of Ralph Davey, both to be confirmed.  Anyone else out there who would like to show off his world of 

model railways? Any other ideas? Another workshop / clinic? 

So this is my last letter as chairman and now it’s over to Jimmy and his team. I admit I have enjoyed the last 8 

years at the helm; it has had its stressful times, and also very happy and satisfying times. The club has grown 

considerably; when I joined in 2007 I was member No 11 and we had one modular layout run by Bob’s 

analogue station. Since then I have introduced DCC control, a new “Grand Central” station, more modules, 

branch lines, and we now have 5 (five) layouts covering H0,  00 and N gauge, analogue and digital control 

systems. We offer members a very wide range of model railway opportunities and systems; over 120 people 

have been or still are members of EMRIG. This expansion has not been possible without the support of the 

members, so many thanks to you all for the support, help, hard work and encouragement in making EMRIG 

one of the better, if not the best, model railway club in the country. I trust that you will continue to assist the 

new committee to continue with growth and improvements; I wish you all the best and, once again, many 

thanks for supporting me over the past 8 years. 

Yours Truly,   

Colin TT,  now Past Chairman 

 

AGM 2017 Report 

By Brian Dawson 

I arrived at ColinTT’s home about five minutes before the AGM was due to start.  But I had one of the braais 

and a required gazebo (to shade the food table), so things were delayed a bit while many hands made light 

work of offloading and successfully erecting the gazebo, despite paying scant attention to the 

manufacturer’s colour-coding on the poles.   

Fortunately Kobus and Nico had arrived more timeously 

with the tables and chairs and a much bigger braai, so 

the rest of the arrangements were already well in hand. 

We gathered under the car-port – Colin stood at the 

head of the table, and the guys who chirped the most 

sat in the back row, while those who were more well-

behaved were prepared to sit a little closer to the 

chairman’s chair.  Colin quickly called us to order, and 

things got under way… 
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With 25 out of the club’s membership of 45 present 

for the meeting, it was a good turnout (and even some 

understandable apologies having been sent from as 

far away as Australia and New Zealand!). 

You all received the Agenda sent out to all members 

ahead of the meeting, and will all receive the Minutes 

and Financial Statement and Chairman’s Report in due course, so you will get the detailed report of what 

happened anyway…   But, in short, there was all the usual AGM meeting activity – adoption of minutes 

(taken as read), signing of attendance register, presentation of the Chairman’s report on 2016 activities (by 

Colin), presentation of the Treasurer’s report (by Colin!), and then discussion of all the other agenda items, 

including the Events Programme report for 2016 (by Colin!), the Newsletter Editor’s report (also by Colin!), 

and proposed changes to the Constitution (by Colin!)…  So it was NO surprise at all when we got down to 

the Election of Committee Members – we  all understood why ColinTT was stepping down as Chairman / 

Treasurer / Events Manager / Layout Manager / Newsletter Editor etc.…, and was looking for new blood to 

step up to the plate!     

Colin had made it very clear ahead of the AGM that he would NOT consider standing for re-election as 

Chairman.  He even went as far as to propose changes to the club’s constitution, seeking to establish the 

position of “Past-Chairman,” so that he could ease himself out of having to do everything, but at the same 

time pass on his wealth of knowledge and experience in the running of the club to the new committee, in 

an orderly and “consultative” manner.  He even prepared job-descriptions for each of the various portfolios 

to be filled on the committee, and indicated who he thought might be suitable candidates to fill those 

positions. 

Theuns Wessels was initially proposed to take over as Chairman, but he declined, vigorously protesting that 

his work commitments would not currently allow him to do the job properly.  Jimmy Mattushek, who will be 

retiring in a few months’ time and hopes then to have more train-time on his hands, was prepared to take 

on the job, and was elected to the position unopposed.  Thanks Jimmy – you’ve got BIG shoes to fill!  The 

other positions on the committee were also filled (the names appear elsewhere in the newsletter, so not 

detailed here).  So there is now a new committee in place, under Jimmy’s leadership, but with ColinTT still 

around to hand over and guide us in the right paths, based on his hard-earned experience…   

 In Colin’s Chairman’s report to the AGM he pointed out that the club is doing well – membership is 

growing, there is money in the bank, and we have a great club facility at Northmead Mall that appears to be 

pretty secure, is functioning well, and is well used and is appreciated by the members.  You’ll get the rest of 

the detail when you read through the AGM minutes and Colin’s report…  

The topic which elicited the most discussion (some of it a bit heated!) was the need for all members using 

the club layouts to adhere to the operating rules!  (And I seem to remember a similar discussion at the 

AGM last year as well!).  Colin, some time back, prepared a set of Model Train Operating Rules and Etiquette 

(they are pinned to the notice board at the club).  The rules are basic, they are logical, there are very few of 

them, and disregarding them invariably causes inconvenience and irritation, and sometimes damage to the 

property of other club members.  The need for all club members to know and obey the rules was heavily 

stressed.  There have been some unpleasant incidents which have arisen due to some members 
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disregarding the rules, tempers can become frayed at times – and these are things that we can avoid by 

showing consideration for the other guys making use of the shared facilities at the club!  We are going to 

have to revert to an old arrangement whereby the person designated as the Keyholder for the day will also 

be the “Stationmaster”, who is responsible for ensuring that all members present are sticking to the rules, 

and even has the authority of the committee to ask non-compliant members to leave the facility! 

Another significant issue discussed was that of the “ownership” of the layouts.  Many members have 

contributed modules over the years, and these have become incorporated into “the club’s layout”.  It was 

agreed that we need to establish whether the modules have been donated by the members to the club, or 

whether the member wishes to retain ownership of his module (with it then being on loan to the club).  The 

constructor of each module and its “ownership status” needs to be established if not already known, and 

then indicated on each module to clarify this situation.  So if you have contributed modules, you can expect 

to be approached by Niel (the new Layouts Manager) in 

this regard. 

ColinTT, as outgoing Chairman, expressed his thanks to 

members of the club who he felt had contributed 

significantly during the past year, handing over 

personalised mugs as a token of appreciation, and then 

stood down as Chairman.  Jimmy took over, and his first 

act as new chairman was to thank Colin TT for his 

tremendous contribution to the club during his 8 years 

as chairman.  

Colin handing over a mug to Jimmy Mattushek  

Glynn Chamberlain, who has worked closely with Colin for the past couple of years, then on behalf of the 

club read out a comprehensive 

expression of appreciation for 

all that Colin has meant to the 

club, after which he and Niel 

handed over a specially-made 

“Appreciation Award” to Colin 

TT, who for once was virtually 

speechless!    

Colin and Rosemary were also 

thanked for their generous 

hospitality in once again hosting 

the AGM and braai at their 

place.  Many thanks to the TTs!!  

 

Glynn and Niel handing over the one-of-a-kind Appreciation Award to Colin,  

with Rosemary TT and Jimmy looking on 
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And then the formalities were over, the braai fires were eventually lit, and there was lots of opportunity for 

chatting and chirping while waiting for the coals to get to the point where we could start braaing meat, and 

then also enjoying the delicious assortment of salads and desserts provided!   

 

Tribute and Appreciation Award for Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

Editor’s Note:  Here, verbatim, is the tribute speech that Glynn made at the AGM, to honour Colin’s sterling 

work as club chairman and numerous other contributions to EMRIG over the past years. 

Afternoon folks, I hope you are all well.  I will hopefully not take much of your time before the festivities 

start… 

I was told by Dave Walker that on the 25th September this year, EMRIG turned 33 years old. Now by that 

standard, I can tell you that I and many other members here are but striplings to this wonderful club. So 

hopefully the elders will excuse me doing this speech.   

I cannot speak about the club before 5’ish years ago when joining, apart from seeing it in the Kya Sands 

warehouse, the Northview High school and after that the John Barrable Hall, but I have certainly seen it 

grow from strength to strength since joining, and although many have contributed, appreciation must 

certainly go to one man in particular, Colin Tanner-Tremaine. 

I first joined the club when it was in the Checkers Centre in Benoni town, and first came upon Colin. After a 

couple of session with him I thought:  “eish – this guy reminds me of my worst headmaster in school.”  If the 

first AGM I attended was anything to go by, sparks flew. I will not go into detail, suffice to say I kept my 

mouth shut and continually reversed my chair out of the lager.  And guess what, there were arguably about 

8 or 10 of us. Look at us today!  Suffice to say, volunteers were few and far between then.  

I would at the time probably have said, “to hell with it, I am out of here”, however, Colin stayed with it.  I 

asked myself if he was a sucker for punishment.  I have since come to the realisation that it was rather a 

passion for a hobby he loved and enjoyed.  Who else would continue under such circumstances, especially 

when you have your own layout at home? 

There is a saying, never judge a book by its cover.  Well over the years, I have seen the real Colin.  I have 

seen a person I am sure we all aspire to be – someone with Perseverance and Vision, and someone who is 

actually a teddy bear under it all. 

If EMRIG were a business and we had time cards, Colin would have raked up the most hours.  In this case, 

with no payslip, just pure love.  But, we also hope, with a great sense of achievement and gratification. 

Colin got EMRIG off to a great start by tirelessly ensuring we have arguably the best club house in South 



 

Page 6 of 20 

 

Africa. I can attest to the work he has put in behind the scenes with the various centre managers to secure 

our shops.  Then he put his name in the firing line when signing the lease.  Who else would have done that? 

Swap meets under Colin’s tenure have gone from strength to strength.  Yes, we have an awesome venue 

and the like, but Colin had the vision and the tenacity to organise and see every meet through.  He 

contacted sellers, organised tables, set up floor plans…., the list is endless.  All we as members did, was 

print out the floor plan and set the venue up. 

Colin is forever at the club, not for himself, but for the club and us.  How many times have you seen him 

walk in, not just with his trains, but with his toolbox?  No sooner is he there, than he will be repairing 

something on the club layout.  He then gets briefed by persons there of other issues, and he is off repairing 

those too.  Not only does he sort the layout out, but helps fellow members with anything they ask, giving 

advice, helping them program their locos.  Again, the list is endless… 

What about the layout visits, the clinics?  Who arguably did most, if not all the work behind the scenes? 

Colin! 

Then let’s not go into club politics.  But who in their right mind would subject themselves to such torture? 

What I can say is, compared to other clubs I am with or have been with, EMRIG comes out shining.  There is 

a kind of camaraderie in this club which is hard to describe. 

Colin says it like it is, and it works.  Know that if you get a drilling from Colin, you probably deserved it! 

I could go on and on for hours, but shall 

not. 

All that is left to say, Colin, is thank you 

for your 8 years as Chairman. Thank you 

very, very much for everything you have 

done for not only this club, but also its 

members.  

Hopefully the new committee will 

continue your exemplary work and take 

EMRIG to even greater levels. Thank you 

for being the friend you are to all of us, 

and we hope to continue seeing you at 

the Club, running trains only, and 

without all the stresses. 

As a token of our appreciation, we have 

had a little something made up for you. 

We hope you will treasure it, and just know that you have most certainly earned it. 

Please receive this appreciation award from all your friends in EMRIG, and God bless. 
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Know Your New Committee Members 

Short Personal Biographies 
 

 
Editor’s Note: With new members on the committee, I have asked all to provide a short train-related biog-

raphy, to introduce themselves to the club members.  Here are three, others will follow in further editions… 

EMRIG Committee Member Biography   Dave Wynne: Portfolio  =  Publicity 

Marital Status:   Married to Margaret (> 45 years) 

Children:   Two daughters (in Cape Town and Durban) 

When and where did you start playing with model trains?  

Starting from my pram, watched a lot of steam trains through the railings of Knaresborough country station, 

Yorkshire, England. Had a friend who had a 00 electric train on his dining room table when his dad was 

available, but only got my own clockwork 0 gauge Hornby tank engine set for my 7th birthday. Often spent 

Sunday afternoons in England building and then packing away my trainset. Had no place for a layout. Gave 

up as a teenager when I moved to N Rhodesia/ Zambia Copperbelt, but went to school overnight on steam 

trains to Lusaka and later to Cape Town to UCT. Great journeys! 

Tried models again with Lima 00 when we had children, and have started again now that we have 

grandchildren and I have some railway-time.  

Do you have your own layout at home? 

Have had a few, especially in the past ten years. Currently in a small 3m x 4m bed-room I have a non-

operational layout under renovation, re-design and quite messy. Because of this situation, I joined EMRIG a 

couple of years ago. So now I have more space to operate, people who know lots about modelling, the 

public who usually want to learn, and above all - have fun!  

What gauge(s) and nationalities do you operate?  

Only operate 00 gauge, British, focussing on Northern England, mainly in the steam to diesel-electric 

transition era. This time around, I started with a Flying Scotsman set and have built up a collection of steam 

and diesel-electrics to the end of British Rail. 

Do you allow your children / grandchildren to play with your trains? 

Yes, when they are here. 

What train do you really want to acquire next? 

I bought an analogue Class A4 (Union of South Africa) last week - it looked so good I have since had DCC and 

sound fitted. I would buy another Class 08 well-weathered shunter if I see one at a Swap Meet. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMRIG Committee Member Biography  Niel Wilson: Portfolio  =  Layout Manager 

Marital Status:   Unheard of.  That would cost train time 

Children:   Does 2 puppies and a cat count as children, because I’ve got those. 

When and where did you start playing with model trains? 

My Dad brought me a Lima Blue Train set when I was 2 (and I still have them some 29 years later).  It was 

only years later that I was allowed to play with it and not just watch.   

Do you have your own layout at home? 

Yes, all 7 x 4 meters of it, which still requires some work to make it look like something. 

What gauge(s) and nationalities do you operate?  

HO scale.  Mostly South African, although most of my steam locos are American.  Also have a little bit of N 

scale American stuff. 

How much time do you waste playing trains (operating / maintaining / modelling)? 

None!  Playing trains isn’t a waste of time!   But to answer the question, as much as possible. 

Do you allow your children / grandchildren to play with your trains? 

No, that’s a horrible idea.  Have you ever seen what a boxcar looks like after a Labrador chews it up and 

spits it out?  The German shepherd won’t give back my favourite loco and I won’t even talk about the Cat. 

What train do you really want to acquire next? 

A blue one with go-fast stripes!  Actually I don’t really have anything on my list at the moment.  I’ll know it 

when I see it. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

EMRIG Committee Member Biography  Brian Dawson: Portfolio  =  Newsletter Editor 

Marital Status:        Somehow still married (nearly 40 years later!) 

Children/Grandchildren:    Two adult married children (one son, one daughter), and one granddaughter. 

When and where did you start playing with model trains? 

An uncle gave me a Fleischmann USA (Western Pacific / Santa Fe) mixed goods train set for my second 

birthday in Dundee, RSA.  He and my father played with it, while I was allowed to watch from a nearby 

chair.  Eventually I was allowed to play a bit, and when my brother came along we built up a nice DC train-

set, with Grandpa buying stuff whenever he came to visit, but never a fancy layout, always “temporary”….  
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Do you have your own layout at home?   

Just a very warped and dusty board hanging in the garage above one of the cars, with a loose track and a 

few loose odds and ends of buildings etc.  

What gauge(s) and nationalities do you operate?  

Only HO.  In DCC, I have one Lima SAR Class 34 diesel electric with goods wagons, and two British steam 

locos (one little tank engine with plenty of goods wagons, and a V2 passenger train).  Then I have an as-

sortment of mostly very old Fleishmann DC locos and wagons (mostly German), and recently two more Brit-

ish DC steamers with more little goods wagons.  Everything bought second-hand (thanks, Mervyn!)… 

How much time do you waste playing trains (operating / maintaining / modelling)? 

I only operate at EMRIG NMM, about every second week for 3 or 4 hours, but am planning to become even 

more regular.  Not yet doing any modelling, but have a module in conceptual design stage, the required el-

ements purchased, and a module base box “borrowed” from the club. 

Do you allow your children / grandchildren to play with your trains? 

My children show no interest, but my granddaughter loves it!  She plays with the DC stuff when I occasional-

ly set it up for her on the lounge carpet at home (much to Granny’s irritation!). 

What train do you really want to acquire next? 

Going to have to stick with what I’ve got for now, but maybe convert another loco to DCC with sound!  

Spent too much money already! 

 

Western USA Horseshoes and Loops  

By Terrence Marx 

 

1. Introduction to Loops 

The American West is home to several interesting railroad constructions which are mainly caused by the 

Continental Divide which runs the length of the western seaboard. The up-and-down nature of the topog-

raphy, and the fact that these States are major players in the American economy, meant that the railroads 

had to find easy solutions to the difficult terrain problems. Two of the solutions that have been successful 

over the past century have been the use of loops and horseshoes to assist the heavy tonnage over the top 

of the Divide and into the hinterland. 
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A loop is defined as a section of track which has a constant curvature without the inclusion of straight sec-

tions, except generally at the crossing. The loop track rises on a predetermined (and generally constant) 

gradient and crosses over itself at some point. The train gains elevation without really going anywhere. The 

radius of the loop is generally determined by the topography and the steepness of the grade traversed. 

 

America built several loops across the continent, but this article will focus on the Class loops of the Ameri-

can West. 

 

 
West Colton return loop from the air. 

 

The term “Loop” has caused much controversy in the railroad press and has been tagged to several track 

sections which are not necessarily loops. A “passing loop” is used where two tracks parallel each other and 

are joined at the ends. Similarly a track that has “loop” in its name such as Caliente Loop (which is on the 

Tehachapi route) and Gilluly Loop (which is on the former D&RGW’s Soldier Summit route) are not neces-

sarily loops as will be seen. Another classic example of a misnomer is the return loop as featured in the 

photograph of West Colton above.  

For the purposes of this article, the classic definition as explained above will be used. 

 

2. Rifle Sight Notch Loop 

At Rifle Sight Notch, Colorado, the upper trestle was built directly over the lower tunnel on the original 

Denver, Northwestern, and Pacific Railroad, built by David H. Moffat Jr. in 1902. Moffat needed a 200 foot 

drop to hold at a steady 4% grade or descent. The loop around the small peak, located just away from the 

main range, gave the road its steady 4% grade. This loop was destroyed by arsonists in the 1970s and very 

few remnants remain of the trestle. 
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Rifle Sight Notch Loop had a trestle over a tunnel. 
 

 

3. Williams Loop – Feather River Canyon 

 
Situated in Plumas County approximately five miles 

east of East Quincy, California, Williams Loop is on 

the Union Pacific (former Western Pacific Feather 

River) Route not far from Keddie, CA which became 

the Union Pacific's Canyon Subdivision between 

Oroville and Portola in 1982 after the UP merged 

with the WP.  

 The Western Pacific was the brainchild of Arthur W. 

Keddie and ran from its connection with the Denver 

& Rio Grande at Salt Lake City in Utah, through Ne-

vada and Northern California to terminate on the 

Oakland shores on San Francisco Bay. 

Williams Loop is located between Keddie and Chico on the Feather River 

http://www.american-rails.com/images/western-pacific-railroad-map.jpg
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The Feather River Canyon isn't hard to find or follow - north and east out of Oroville, CA Highway 70 follows 

the line reasonably closely. The first twenty-three miles aren't quite original but are the result of a 1962 

realignment around the area to be flooded by the Oroville Dam.  

The timetable lists speeds through the Feather River Canyon as 25 MPH so trains are slow enough to be 

chased along various locations in the canyon. 

 

 
A Union Pacific intermodal pulls itself through the Loop.       Photo: S Schmollinger 
 
 

 
2x SD90s bracket an SD70M and a merchandiser down the hill. 

 

http://www.flickriver.com/photos/23065916@N04/popular-interesting/
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The track winds around a broad valley and crosses over itself on a short tunnel much like the Tehachapi 

Loop but unlike Tehachapi, the inside of this loop is flat, green and has a marsh in it. It is a good photo spot, 

but hard to shoot in its entirety due to the heavy tree cover in the area. Tangent track required a four per-

cent grade in this area so the railroad built the loop which makes a continuous one mile loop on a one per-

cent grade to gain the necessary altitude and crosses over itself. In this way the steep “bump” was elimi-

nated.   

The loop is used to gain elevation on the WP's eastward climb to its summit at Beckwourth Pass while 

maintaining the railroad's overall 1.0 percent (compensated) grade, the least steep of any grade on a trans-

continental railroad. More specifically, the loop (together with the nearby Spring Garden Tunnel) helps the 

railroad to surmount the divide between the East Branch North and Middle Forks of the Feather River. 

 
A Western Pacific freight curls over itself on the 1% grade. 
 
The highway bridge is a real challenge and the chances of being hit by oncoming traffic on CA Hwy 70 is far 

greater than the chances of you actually seeing a train - there's only a very narrow curb to stand on out of 

the traffic. The bridge isn't really built with walkways, so you have to use the wide curbs and be conscious 

of oncoming traffic.  

4. Tehachapi Loop, Kern County 

 
Tehachapi Loop is a 0.73-mile (1.17 km) long helix, on the Union Pacific Railroad line through Tehachapi 

Pass, of the Tehachapi Mountains in Kern County, south-central California. The line connects Bakersfield 

and the San Joaquin Valley to Mojave in the Mojave Desert.  
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With its frequent trains and spectacular scenery, the Loop is one of the prime rail-fan areas in the country. 

The Loop was named a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark in 1998 and is now California Historical 

Landmark #508. One of the engineering feats of its day, the Loop was built by Southern Pacific Railroad, 

beginning in 1874 and opened in 1876. Contributors to the project's construction include Arthur De Wint 

Foote and the project's chief engineer, William Hood, a student of the Thayer School of Engineering of 

Dartmouth class of 1867. 

 

 
One of America’s seven railroad wonders – a BNSF freight crosses over itself as it heads for Kern Junction 

and San Francisco. 

 
Named after Southern Pacific District Roadmaster W. A. Long, the loop climbs 77 feet (23 m) in elevation at 

a steady 2.2% grade. A train more than 4,000 feet (1,200 m) long thus passes over itself going around the 

loop.  At the bottom of the loop, the track passes through Tunnel 9, the ninth tunnel. 
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Tehachapi Loop at the La Mesa Model Railroad Club. Photo: MRH 

 

A large white cross, "The Cross at the Loop", stands atop the hill in the centre of the loop in memory of two 

Southern Pacific Railroad employees killed on May 12, 1989, in a train derailment in San Bernardino, Calif. 

 

Union Pacific bars passenger trains across the line, which prevents Amtrak's San Joaquin train from serving 

Los Angeles. This has been the case since the creation of Amtrak in 1971. An exception is made for the 

Coast Starlight, which uses the line as a detour if its normal route is closed. 

 

The line is one of the busiest single-track mainlines in the world. Weekends are the best time to visit the 

loop and Saturday is the best time with up to 40 trains making the slow trek up and down the Loop. During 

weekdays the trains are more spread out. 

 
The Loop Ranch, which is iconic to this area, is a privately-owned ranch that encompasses much of the 

Tehachapi Loop area and is a property that many model railroaders would love to own. 
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Two classic Southern Pacific icons: Tunnel 9 and a Cab Forward 
 
There have been significant changes to the Loop since 2012 brought on by the tenant railway, BNSF which 
has embarked on an $86 million double tracking program.  The project consists of five segments north of 
State Route 58 and State Route 223, from the towns of Caliente and Keene. Traveling from west to east, the 
project would add a second rail segment parallel to the existing track (“double track”) at the following seg-
ment locations (listed in priority order): 
• 1.01 miles from Walong to Marcel (mile posts 352.07-353.08) 
• 0.34 mile through the Cliff Siding Extension (mile posts 343.30-343.64) 
• 1.55 miles from Rowen to Woodford (mile posts 346.40-348.15) 
• 2.75 miles from Caliente to Bealville (mile posts 335.29-338.04) 
• 2.69 miles from Bena to Ilmon (mile posts 327.85-330.54) 
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Artist’s impression of Tunnel 10 before and after the double tracking 
 
At the time of writing, the project is still ongoing and the first three goals have been accomplished. The 

double tracking at Walong involved adding a cut next to the existing Tunnel 10 (illustrated above). 

 

 References 

1. Maps are from Google earth and Topozone 

2. Tehachapi Loop information from Trains Magazine online Forum 

3. Williams Loop information from Plumas County website and Trainorders.Com 

4. Photos are credited to the authors. 
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The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By ………………..…..?????? 

Water Tower Challenge Honour board 

• 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

• 2015 November Niel Wilson 

• 2015 December  Terrence Marx (Part 1) 

• 2016 January   Terrence Marx (Part 2) 

• 2016 February  Terrence Marx (Part 3) 

• 2016 March  Terrence Marx (Part 4) 

• 2016 April  Peter Fish 

• 2016 May  Colin Anstis 

• 2016 June  Dave Wynne 

• …… and nothing since then!  

The Water Tower Challenge seems to have ground to a halt… but we want to resuscitate it!  Dave Wynne in 

June last year challenged someone to continue, but he either did not pick up on the challenge, or decided 

not to participate….  Let’s hope that he mans up and pays the forfeit! 

As a reminder of what this challenge is all about, you can refer back to the October 2015 newsletter for 

Glynn’s original full explanation.  But in short – someone writes an article, the author of that article then 

“Nominates and Challenges” someone else in the club to produce an article on a topic of their own choice 

for publication in the next edition of the newsletter, with that author then challenging someone else….. 

Glynn included some rules, the most important of which seem to be: 

 You HAVE to participate if challenged, OR ELSE, you make a donation to a charitable organisation 

 The article can be ANYTHING train-related (modelling, prototypes, historical, dreams and 

aspirations…) 

 You may not pick current contributors to the newsletter, as they are already producing articles 

 You may not pick someone who has already participated in the challenge in the past 12 editions… 

SO – who is going to pick up the dropped ball, and get things rolling again???????  
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Upcoming Duty Roster 

 

From time to time, guys have missed their respective “Duty Roster” date. Fortunately, with other 

regulars around, they have opened up and it has fortunately been business as usual. For reference, we 

will now include the duty roster up to the end of the following month for the respective newsletter 

published. So, in this article, below is the Duty Roster till the end of March. 

Cell numbers have been removed due to this newsletter being public; however, they are on the duty 

roster list on the noticeboard at the club if required. 

As always, if you cannot make your assigned slot, please make a plan to swap with someone. 

  Date Name   Date Name 

1 Sat 4-02 Colin TT 2 Wed 8-02 Colin A 

2 Sat 11-02 Peter F 3 Wed 15-02 Dave W 

3 Sat 18-02 Theuns W 4 Wed 22-02 Colin TT 

4 Sat 25-02 Glynn C 1 Wed 01-03 Brian D 

1 Sat 4-03 Jimmy M 2 Wed 8-03 Colin A 

2 Sat 11-03 Terrence M 3 Wed 15-03 Dave W 

3 Sat 18-03 Kobus P 4 Wed 22-03 Colin TT 

4 Sat 25-03 Brian D 5 Wed 29-03 ??????? 

 

Club Diary:- 

 

 Friday 24th to Sunday 26th March, National Steam Meet in Cape Town. 

 Saturday 25th March, EMRIG Swap Meet at Northmead Mall, Benoni. 

 Saturday 8th April, PMTC Swap Meet, Pretoria. 

 Thursday 27th April to Monday 1st May, Train Show, Durban. 

 Saturday 27th May, GFG Swap Meet, Randburg.  
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Club Committee Contact details:- 

 

(New) Chairman – Jimmy Mattushek      jimmym2@telkomsa.net 

(Past) Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine     cttremaine@mweb.co.za  

Secretary – Terrence Marx       tmarx@942.co.za 

Treasurer – Jan Kruger        jan.kruger10@gmail.com 

Layout Manager – Niel Wilson       freightcars@gmail.com 

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain      glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor – Brian Dawson      brian.dawson@iafrica.com 

Publicity – Dave Wynne       davewynne@icon.co.za 

Events Manager – (ColinTT standing in)…. 

Swap Meet Manager – (Colin TT standing in)….. 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE – SUBS FOR 2017 ARE DUE FOR PAYMENT BY END FEBRUARY!! 

PLEASE PAY BY INTERNET TRANSFER – CASH DEPOSITS COST THE CLUB MONEY!!! 

mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com

