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Chairman’s news 

 

This time last month we had just been given notice to vacate our “Paddington 

Station” which we did, so since then not much has happened on our model 

railway front. Although we had been offered another “box” there was much 

to do in planning our new layout and more importantly to get our new room 

suitable for our use before the 12th Dec the day on which we were to host 

the next swap meet.  So I spent considerable time and energy communicating 

or chasing the centre management to appoint a contractor to install power 

and lights, the ceiling and painting of the walls. It was only last Monday the 

8th that an electrical contractor was appointed so he only had 4 days to 

install a new DB and the 10 lighting battens and 4 power sockets. Could this be done, in Africa? 

Also the room was full of junk and layers of dirt and dust. The local boss boy was instructed, on the 

Monday to get the place cleaned up. He had 4 days to do this. Should be possible, but in Africa?? 

Not so sure. 

Now we have the swap meet to consider. We could not use the Mall between Maxis and Absa, the 

Mall in front of Paddington’s was not available either as other traders and stalls were set up there 

so we were limited to the mall by our new shop. Now based on the plan that our new shop would 

be ready we could place 20+ tables in there and fit the other 22 in the passage outside. Fine! Or so 

I thought.  On Wednesday I did an inspection of the premises and guess what, nothing had been 

done.  So some serious discussion with the Mall management followed. On Thursday the 

electrician had installed the new power outlet sockets and the DB.  No attempt had been made to 

clean the room.  On Friday morning the electrician was busy at work but no attempt had been 

made to clear the rubbish; so more hard words with the centre management.  Just where was this 

elusive and bloody idle boss boy. Eventually he pitched up and so the cleaning process began.  So, 

maybe all will be well for our swap meet. The plan was to set up the table on the Friday afternoon 

ready for an early start on the Saturday but at 5 pm nothing was completed.  The electrician and 

his team were hard at work and the cleaning crew were hard at it so I went home at about 6h30 

satisfied that all would be completed and ready for us on the Saturday. But you guessed it. At 7am 

on the Saturday morning the room was still full of junk, but we could see it better now as all the 

lights were up and running.  The electrician finished his work at 3am! Thanks for the commitment; 

I will give him a Bells for that. 
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Thankfully we have some dedicated and hardworking members.  This team got stuck in cleaning up 

the room, the broom was ably handled by Hansie and our vacuum cleaner was put to good use by 

Glynn and others.  All of the tables were soon erected, located and the table cloths were in place.  

However we could not use all the space in our shop so some rapid planning and the balance was 

located in the Mall, some where we were not allowed to. But it worked and everyone was happy. 

Due to poor ventilation and lack of air chillers we purchased 2 oscillating fans seen here being 

assembled by our technicians!  

Not one shop owner complained.  Actually 2 did, Mr Price and Aminas’, their problem being that it 

went very quiet, after the customers disappeared when we packed up!  

So that was the saga leading up to the swap meet. But what of getting our new box ready for the 

trains? On Monday nothing happened apart from me getting cross again. So on Tuesday the 

cleaning gang finally got to work to finish off their job so on Wednesday we could move, which we 

did.  BUT, can you believe it, not all the junk had been taken out. Remember that we are in Africa.  



 

Page 4 of 24 

 

 

Once again our EMRIG team got down to it and removed said rubbish.  Then the fun began, 

moving the modules and other stuff into our new box, which is officially known as shop 23. We had 

a good day from 9h30 till 16h30 the result being a new DCC layout all modules in place and lined 

up, just the electrics, Loconet and skirting to hang. So on Friday another work party will hopefully 

complete these tasks and have trains running by Saturday morning.  The Jean Dulez layout is also in 

position; the N gauge line will be erected and commissioned on Saturday, latest.  Today I will have 

more keys cut, and notices printed and laminated. 

So that is where we are now. The future will bring our AGM which will probably be held on the 

second Sunday of January and the next layout visit will be to Scibono on the last Sunday of January.  

The new committee will then take over and plan for 2016. 

All the best for Christmas and the New Year, may it be a happy, safe, healthy and prosperous one 

for you and your loved ones.  

Colin TT 

EMRIG Chairman 

 

From the Editor 

 

I felt compelled to do a short write up here, which will not happen all that often. But none the less.  

 

Firstly, we have now come to the end of Colin TT’s article on “Locomotives, Engines and Trains seen 

on my Model Railway”. I believe this was his 1st article (which we split down further for the last few 

newsletters) and I believe there is a part two. If you see further articles next month, you will know 

this to be true and hopefully there will be further articles into the future. 
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Secondly, Terrance Marx, our “Water Tower Challenger” from the last edition has submitted a 

wonderful article entitled “REDAN, a study of a Station”. The article is quite stunning and just 

highlights that we have many talented members who have a wealth of knowledge to share. They 

just have to forced out into the limelight . The article is 14 pages on its own together with 

photographs, so we have decided to split the article into a number of editions. If you are looking 

for a station to model on a module, or at home, that is simple and incorporates all types of traffic, 

this is just for you. So have a good read and stay tuned. 

 

Then Jean Dulez has started another episode of his “Chasing Steam trains in South Africa”, 

although this time, we venture into Zimbabwe. The photo of the Garratt at Thomas Junction will 

surely bring back many memories to a large number of members. It certainly did for me. 

 

And lastly, just below, we look at arguably the culmination of fantastic layouts the members have 

been to this year. For fear of repeating oneself yet again, just when you think there are no other 

layouts out there as good as the ones you have seen, you do just that, see another amazing layout! 

 

 

 
 

From the Committee of EMRIG to all the members, friends and fellow 
Ferroequinologist’s, we would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a 

Prosperous new year.  
May your Christmas tree look favourably over you. 

If you are going anywhere, please travel safely and enjoy the holidays.   
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Layout Visit: - Danie Wentzel 

By Kevin Chamberlain 

 

On Sunday 29th 

November, Eight 

members of Emrig were 

again treated to another 

spectacular layout visit, 

this time the one 

belonging to Danie 

Wentzel whose home is 

situated on the extreme 

North of Pretoria. 

The invitation was sent 

out to all the members of 

Emrig but only the first 

eight members who responded to the e-mail were considered, mainly due to the space limitations 

in Danie's layout room. There will be follow up visits for members next year in batches of 8, as 

Danie has offered to open his house and layout again in the future for everyone’s enjoyment.  

Danie has built his layout in a two car garage attached to his house so access is through his study. 

Once entering the layout room, the layout is a site to behold. It is an HO German layout in the 

shape of an L which 

stretches along the entire 

back wall of the garage, 

with the bench work 

extending up the length of 

the one side wall. 
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In the centre of the one part of the layout is an operator’s pit which can be accessed only by 

crawling under the layout. Situated in this operators pit is all the controllers for the Lenz Digital 

Command system that Danie uses to run his layout. 

Once Danie was in the 

operator’s area, he ran 

up to three trains on 

separate circuits 

around his layout. The 

scenery on the layout is 

spectacular and 

complete, but as all 

layout owners mention, 

there is so much more 

to do. A wonderful 

feature of the layout is 

the animation and mini 

scenes that are taking 

place all over the layout. 

In one section there is a fair ground where the rides are in constant motion. On another part of the 

layout is an industrial complex where the crane is moving backwards and forwards. Situated next 

to one of the main lines was a crowd of railway enthusiasts with tiny camera flashes going off 

every few seconds. Most impressive was the number of lights Danie had. From street lights, office 

lights, lights overlooking yards as well as hazard lights next to roadworks and the railway line. The 

first article in the layout gives just some idea of the number!  

Positioned adjacent to the 

operators pit is a massive station 

complex with passenger trains 

parked next to the platforms 

crowded with people. Through 

the duration of the visit, Danie 

ran a number of passenger and 

freight trains around the layout. 

He also ran a steam train around 

part of his layout for us to see. 
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One of the amazing 

features in Danie's train 

room which he was proud 

of was his truly amazing 

collection of Roco 

Locomotives and rolling 

stock. Next to his layout, 

Danie has built a number 

of wood and glass display 

cabinets where he keeps 

his astounding collection. 

There are approximately 

ten individual cabinets that 

are just over one meter wide, half a meter deep and over two meters high. Danie has about eight 

to nine hundred diesel locomotives, fifty to a hundred steam locomotives and hundreds of 

passenger coach sets and freight cars. When he was asked if they ever make an appearance on the 

layout, he mentioned that he will often take a few trains off the layout and replace them with 

another set out of his cabinets. 

After we spent some time in the train room, we took a break and enjoyed a tasty selection of 

snacks and cold drinks, offered to us by Danie's wife. After a short chat in the lounge, we all went 

back into the train room where Danie demonstrated some of his more special trains. One of these 

was an eight car passenger train given to Danie by the staff of Roco. The special feature about this 

train was the doors of the coaches that opened and closed at the push of a button on the 

handheld controller. The electronics and servo's used to operate the doors is all located in the roof 

of the coach. 

There was another special train in 

Danie's collection being a single 

engined snow plough. This 

locomotive would travel down the 

line, and again, when controlled 

with the handheld controller, 

would stop, the entire cab and 

snow plow equipment would rotate 

one hundred and eighty degrees on 

its frame and then travel in the 

opposite direction. 
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There was an actual working 

drive in with a screen showing 

a train movie together with 

sound  

As always, the day came to an 

end and we had to make our 

way back home. A big thank 

you goes out to Danie and his 

wife for allowing us into his 

home to share in his hobby for 

a short while and thank you for 

your wonderful hospitality. 

To see many more photos, again visit the Emrig website at http://emrig.co.za/?p=1970 

 

Locomotives, Engines and Trains seen on my Model Railway.  

By Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

Part 4 

Class 31 A1A-A1A Diesel Electric Locomotive 

The Class 31 Diesel Electric locomotive was developed as a result of the British Transport 

Commission’s 1955 Modernisation Plan which proposed replacing all steam engines with diesel 

over a 10 year period. Locomotive builders were invited to produce small fleets of a pilot design 

that could be tested hopefully leading to large scale orders. Designed and built by Brush Traction at 

Loughborough the early examples were delivered to London’s Stratford Depot for use on the 

former Great Eastern Lines with the prototype D5500, the first of a batch of twenty being delivered 

in October 1957. The complete pilot batch entered traffic during the years 1957-59 with the 

majority going to East Anglia sheds. 

 

http://emrig.co.za/?p=1970
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The BTC were impressed with the Class and orders were placed for production locos with a total of 

263 Class 31’s being built by 1962. They had standard electro-pneumatic controls with the BR Blue 

Star multiple working systems. Between 1965 and 69 the entire class was re-engined with English 

Electric power units after serious problems with the Mirrlees power units. As the class numbers 

grew their sphere of operation increased and they could be found all over the BR network working 

both passenger and freight trains. 

The A1A-A1A designation means that the loco has two 3 axle bogies but only the outer axles are 

driven with the centre axle being unpowered. The power classification was Type B, later Type 2, 

the engine developing 1250 HP. 

 

Between 1973 and 85 sixty eight locos were fitted with electric train heating and all examples still 

in traffic in 1988 were fitted with dual train brakes, air and vacuum. From 1983 a life extension 

programme was undertaken involving the removal of body side bands and skirts together with 

redundant steam train heating equipment. Any loco not in this programme was earmarked for 

early withdrawal but the last ones continued in service till 1994. 

Today the only class 31’s operational on the national system belong to Fragonset Railways and 

Network Rail. 

The model pictured above is the latest addition to my roster and a fine model it is. It is fitted with a 

Loksound decoder which produces excellent and accurate sound of the diesel engine and all other 

loco sounds, including a guard’s whistle! Performance is exemplary just like the Class 50 Hoover 

included above. Hornby have again excelled and in my opinion are better in performance and value 

than Bachmann. For a general purpose medium powered loco this is an excellent choice.  
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Chasing Steam trains in South Africa. 

By Jean Dulez 

 
Steam Train Chasing in Zimbabwe 1980s and 1990s 
 

The previous articles recounted adventures of the sort I experienced with 

chasing both regular and special steam trains during the 1980s in South 

Africa. The travelling on the roads became arduous at times, especially with 

long trips down to Kimberley over weekends, mainly in winter, to chase the 

class 25NCs on the double main line to De Aar, which became known as the 

“Steel Kyalami” (500 to 720km from Jo’burg). This effectively came to an 

end in December 1992, when the line was fully dieselised (and later 

electrified to 25kV in 2000).  

 

The Cape Northern region of Spoornet favoured photographers with a special steam week in 

September, 1989, which featured some visiting Museum locos, such as classes 12AR, 16DA, 15F, 23 

and GMA from up country. This was followed by a more elaborate steam festival in July 1991, 

where the designated museum preserved steam line (George to Knysna) was announced. More of 

this event will be outlined in the next instalment 

 

Another winter favourite, which entailed less travelling, was the scenic eastern Free State 

secondary main line between Bethlehem and Bloemfontein (steam ended much earlier, in 

September 1987) and the link line between Bloemfontein and Kimberley (dieselised in 1990). 

There were other Transvaal, Free State and Eastern Cape operations, which generally ended 

around the late 1980s as well.  

 

Only the preserved all-steam railway between George and Knysna continued, later as full Transnet 

museum operation, until the line was closed due to flood damage in August 2006. The 

preservation indoor Transnet transport museum in George was officially opened in September, 

1998, and is today, the only vestige of preservation left in view in the southern Cape. The larger 

main line locomotives (class 15Fs, 25NCs etc) could not be railed down that way owing to the 

tightly curved  track work in the area, so today still are stored elsewhere, such as Bloemfontein and 

Millsite (Krugersdorp). 
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Figure 1A typical Union Limited tour (1997), powered by a class 19D and GO, crosses the famous Kaaimans River 

Bridge, outside of Wilderness. A scene long gone, although the bridge itself is still standing. 

 

This preserved steam fleet, having been subjected in cases to theft of brass (notably axle boxes 

rendering the locos immobile) has presented Transnet Heritage with a headache, since TFR 

management want, for example, the steam dump at Millsite to be urgently removed. The current 

plans are to relocate the larger locomotives to Bloemfontein depot, adjacent to where Sandstone 

Heritage Trust is currently leasing workshops for their narrow gauge restoration work. However, it 

remains uncertain how this will be achieved, since these large locomotives cannot be moved by rail 

at present, and abnormal road transport is very expensive, if the engines cannot fit on a regular 

low bed in the first place.  

 

Back in the 1980s and 1990s, the long distance steam tours involved extended train chasing at the 

time, and ran from 10 to 14 days; hence these were quite strenuous on a daily basis, especially 

concerning getting down to the Eastern and Western Cape regions. During these trips, my usual 

photographic companions were Dennis Moore and fellow EMRIG member, Simon Leppard.  

 

With the demise of regular steam, I switched over largely to on-board train tours during the 1990s, 

especially with the numerous Union Limited trips, of which there were several each year. In 1994, 

Union Limited manager, Ian Pretorius, moved the Johannesburg based operation to Cape Town, in 

order to make better use of the popular and scenic garden route. Ian has been largely responsible 

for spearheading the Atlantic Rail and the new Ceres steam railway projects in the Western Cape, 

since the demise of the Union Limited tours in 2005. 
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With this background, now about Zimbabwe. During the UDI period up to 1980, most of the 

Rhodesian Railways Eastern network had been dieselised, but owing to sanctions, steam fleet of 

mainly Garratts was left in operation out of Bulawayo, to the north-west, south-west and south-

east of the city. Following independence in 1980, the cash strapped renamed National Railways of 

Zimbabwe (NRZ) had to continue with steam refurbishment, since there was a functional workshop 

in Bulawayo, as well as good stock of steam spares and old expertise. 

 

New GM diesels (classes DE10 and DE11) were ordered for the remainder of the system, largely 

based in Harare. The rest comprised of a motley selection of old run down diesels, ranging from 

old English Electric type DE2 and DE3, to other sanction busting locomotives between DE4 and 

DE9. 

 

Simon Leppard convinced me to try something different up in Zimbabwe, so we both flew up to 

Bulawayo during 1986 and teamed up local enthusiast, Charles Rickwood, who still lives up that 

way. 

 

South African residents during this time were not officially welcomed, but just tolerated by the 

new Mugabe regime. It was absolutely essentially to obtain a railway photographic permit from 

the NRZ HQ in Bulawayo. This allowed access to the steam depot, other railway property and also 

for footplating, which unlike here in SA, was permitted in Zimbabwe. It also served to ward off the 

regular and security police, who were suspicious of South Africans photographing trains as a rule.  

 

Out first trips were down the branch to Colleen Bawn (much later extended to Beit Bridge in 2000) 

and steam around Bulawayo. For security reasons, we were only initially allowed to photograph 

trains around the city, and not on the line to Plumtree, although this was relaxed in later years. 

 

The steam shed in Bulawayo provided excellent photography, with mainly class 14As (2-6-2+2-6-2) 

on the shunt at adjacent main station yards. The line to Plumtree (the main preserve of the class 

15A “double Hudson” 4-6-4+4-6-4 Garratts) was not particularly scenic, being quite flat, but the 

West Nicolson branch was better, with some major climbs, and was mainly class 16A powered (2-8-

2+2-8-2).  

 

The line north to Victoria Falls, however, provided most of the scenic action. This was very difficult 

to lineside, since the main tarred road was far away to the north east, for just about the entire 

route. One had then to get to the railway via farm or station track access roads, many of which 

were in dreadful condition. Then, one took your chance with the railway service tracks, hoping not 

to have a puncture or breakdown, since you could be stranded for a long time. Garages around 

these parts were few and far between, still badly stocked with even basic spares, in view of years 

of sanctions and following economic problems. The Zimbabwe Dollar was, already at the time, 

poorly rated. 
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A mighty NRZ 20th class slogs up the bank from TJ, past the Boabab hotel view point, with 1500t coal train in 1989. 

A scene you could then enjoy from the hotel patio together with your cold Zambezi midday beer! 

The main line north was CTC controlled from Bulawayo, Sawmills, Dete and Thomson Junction (at 

Hwange). One could get as far as Sawmills from Bulawayo, but local knowledge of the correct farm 

road and railway tracks was necessary, or you could get stuck in sand or even lost in the bush. 

From Gwaai River north, this could become a major problem, since you got into big game country 

as well. 

 

To film around Thomson Junction, a quite scenic area, one had to travel up to Hwange and stay 

over at the Baobab hotel, steam enthusiast’s delight, since the hotel overlooked the railway line 

out of Thomson Junction (TJ). Pioneered by the likes of Charles Rickwood and the well-known 

author, the late Dusty Durrant, there was nothing better than enjoying a cold Zambezi beer at 

lunch time, whilst 15As or the massive 20th class 4-8-2+2-8-4, slogged up the grade with heavy 

coal trains, loaded at the nearby Wankie Colliery (which was then still operated with ex NRZ class 

19 4-8-2s). 

 

The early mornings and late afternoons were reserved with train chasing in and out of TJ. There 

were few diesel operations at the time, mostly air braked. 

 

Train chasing in these parts was something of a misnomer- one had certain established viewpoints, 

which had, in places, been cleared of bush, to wait for trains. There was lots of waiting, since 

steam operations out of TJ proved very unreliable. 
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There were locomotive failures, staff problems (for example, every train had to have a guard) late 

crossings, CTC or signal failures and so on. 

 

The best was to park at TJ shed and find out what was happening and then wait for the next 

Garratt to come on duty, and follow the train out. CTC were also quite happy to provide 

information on the trains from the Victoria Falls end or south from Dete. If the overnight passenger 

train from Bulawayo was late, as frequently happened, one could follow this most of the way via 

the tar road to Victoria Falls and the next train back again, which would take up the most of your 

day. 

 

The other way, south, initially made use of a good dirt road into the Hwange game park, 

Sinamatela camp. However, from the Lukosi station service stop, one had to tackle the dreadful 

railway service road in the direction of Dete. We only made this entire trip to Dete once by 4x4. 

Otherwise, one could more easily also come in from the Dete side, since there was another good 

access tarred road into the game park at this point. 

 

Getting stuck out in these parts was no joke, since the railway skirts the eastern boundary of the 

park from Lukosi all the way to past Dete, halfway back to Gwaai river. The section between Dete 

and Gwaai comprises around 130km of dead straight line through the bush.  

 

On many occasions we came across game. We were warned to watch out for lion as well, especially 

north of TJ, towards Vic Falls. Getting stranded with car problems was a major problem and your 

only hope was that an NRZ track gang may be passing through in a truck to render some 

assistance. Most of the car rentals were only two wheel drives. If you got stuck, especially late 

afternoons, one could not dare walk back down a railway service road for help, since this could be 

considered quite dangerous in big game country! 

 

In later years, we made two more trips, this time driving up from SA with a local car. Although 

more reliable than local rental vehicles, one had the problem of lack of late model spares 

anywhere away from Bulawayo and it was prudent to bring an extra spare tyre with you from SA, 

since you could seldom find replacements in case of a blowout. 

 

Yes, travelling up to Zimbabwe during the 1980s was stressful in many ways, but was eventually 

rewarded with numerous great photographs and videos. The situation only improved after the end 

of apartheid in SA, when we were more tolerated up in the country. By that time, however, the 

news had spread around about the great steam in Zimbabwe, and the first steam charter was 

already organised in June of 1991. This required quite a measure of negotiations and planning, 

both with Spoornet, the Transnet Museum (which owned the local steam locomotives) and the 

NRZ. The NRZ museum in Bulawayo was also to get involved, since preserved coaching stock and 

certain Museum engines were to be employed for parts of a particular tour. 

 



 

Page 16 of 24 

 

In the next episode, we will have a look at the 1991 tour, followed by more ex SA tours from 1992 

onwards and then a particular 1994 local steam safari, which actually began and ended in 

Bulawayo, but also provided a host of unprecedented adventures. 

 

Jean Dulez 

 

 

The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Terrance Marx 

REDAN- A Study of a Station 

 

Fifty-five kilometres south of the busy Johannesburg metropolis, in the shadow of Vereeniging, 

stands the small station complex known as Redan. 

Redan is not your typical countryside station, but at first glance it has that look about it. Sad, 

deserted and dilapidated buildings stand out like a sore thumb amidst a jungle of dense 

overgrowing vegetation on the property in the middle of nowhere - almost. The R59 to Vereeniging 

passes within earshot of the plant and vehicles travelling to the suburb of Three Rivers or on to the 

N3 will exit here.  The four ribbons of steel rest on concrete sleepers which indicate that this is big 

business railroading that is practised here. 

AT A GLANCE 

Although the station appears to be unused, it still forms an integral part of the railway system in 

the Vaal Triangle. Situated about 5km north of Vereeniging on the line from Johannesburg and the 

Rand to Bloemfontein and the Cape, this line sees a daily flow of traffic varying from freight trains 

behind mostly B-B electrics to all the name passenger trains. Add a mixture of Suburban trains to 

the route and you have enough traffic to satisfy even the most ardent of rail buffs. The fact that 

the weather is mostly sunny gives plenty of opportunity to capture on film the trains for posterity. 

It is a pretty good place to view and shoot trains. 
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Figure 2 Redan station looking towards Vereeniging from the pedestrian bridge. The large trees 

provide plenty of shade 

 

Redan has long since discarded the use of a station master and clerks in favour of the conventional, 

impersonal CTC operation and signals. It is an eerie feeling to watch the lights change from red to 

green and back again and to see how the drivers reacted to the instructions of an unseen hand far, 

far away. 

The station is CTC controlled and with all the necessary and working signals installed. The main 

lines were in a pretty good condition, given their importance, and were in fact maintained at the 

beginning of March 2009 by a ballast tamping crew. Signs of new crushed rock was evident 

everywhere. As a general rule, the eastern main (EM) was used for southbound traffic (SB), while 

the western main (WM) was for northbound (NB). This rule didn't always hold true and on various 

occasions trains ran "wrong main" only to be switched over to the correct tracks using either of 2 

sets of cross-overs. 
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Figure 3 Redan station with the storage shed (café) beyond it 

   

The plant is bracketed by twin pairs of cross-overs between an unused road bridge 500m (north) 

and level crossing (south). Two sets of block signals stand within sight of what was once the station 

master's office: one set at each cross-over. There was also a branch line that ran to a grain silo that 

joined the main at the northern cross-overs, but that track had fallen into disuse and the rail was 

being lifted at the grain silos, testimony of the fact tha another industry served by rail has swopped 

rail for road. The red signal that guards this track will probably never again change to green. The 

tragedy of this little branch line is the now abandoned three arch bridge barely a kilometre down 

this track which can be seen when driving down the highway towards Vereeniging; truly a bridge 

worth modelling. 

The station itself appears to be flat, built on a table top, with a long straight downhill grade on the 

south side and a bowl of about 2km on the north side. The ground in the area has been built up as 

the former railway houses on the eastern side of the station are between 5m and 8m below track 

level in places. At a guess, the grade climbs about 1% northbound from Vereeniging to 

Johannesburg through this area and while it isn’t steep, it is noticeable with the naked eye. The 

western side consisting of the yard and service roads are all on level ground. 
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ACCESS 

Access to the station could not be simpler: the R59 Freeway parallels a major portion of the line 

from as far north as Henley-On-Klip (30km away) through Meyerton and Kookrus to Vereeniging. 

The line from Meyerton is ideal if you for pacing trains on the long stretches of track next to the 

road. An off ramp from the Freeway for the “town” of Redan, which is on the western side of the 

highway, can be found right next to the yard. About 200m off the highway, is a side road that heads 

north, and this road gives access to the western side of the plant where the 4 track yard is located. 

To reach the station buildings takes a bit of a detour and you have to cross over the tracks at the 

level crossing south of Redan and follow the narrow tar road northbound past corn fields and plots 

for a distance of about 1km until you reach the station grounds. As with many stations of this type, 

3 small railway houses stand next to the tracks south of the property in the shade of some very 

large Blue-gum trees. The area itself is rural; half dozen houses occupy the tar road on the 

opposite side beyond the northern edges of the plant. These homes, which could have been 

railway in their time, certainly don't look like the red brick houses south of the station. 

BUILDINGS 

The station building consists of 3 rooms: the office, the cafeteria and clerk's office. There isn't a 

shard of glass in any of the windows and many fires have been lit in the rooms, judging by the 

charred remains and soot on the walls. The doors have since been welded shut to deny any 

entrance. The roof is still in good condition, despite the beating it takes from the elements. The 

buildings are all constructed out of the standard unpainted red bricks so common with SAR 

practices of years ago. 

The eastern platform houses an outside toilet, the station and a store room. All these buildings are 

built with the familiar red brick and I'd guess, from a standard set of railway plans. The toilets are 

in a state of disrepair and no maintenance has been done to them in several years.  As a result of 

the use of CTC, these buildings no longer serve any useful purpose for Spoornet and are treated as 

such by them. 

The store room has been turned into a cafe which tries to eke out an existence; their customers 

are the passengers that frequently board and discharge from the many Suburban trains that pass 

through here, and the civilians living on the plots nearby. According to the owner, they've been 

lucky to have been robbed only once. This isn’t surprising if you see that they serve you from 

behind bars that are probably thicker than those in Fort Knox. This probably accounts for the fact 

that on my numerous visits trackside, and my informing them that I'm a bona fide modeller, they 

still treated me with suspicion. 
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Figure 4 Redan's only Business  

 

There aren't many buildings that make up Redan station. The most visible feature is the two 

platforms found on either side of the main lines. These platforms, at a rough estimate, are about 

350m long, or just a bit longer than a Suburban train set. 

To be continued 

So, the next participant is off the hook for a couple of months, but let’s enjoy the continuation of 

the article in the meantime. 

Water Tower Challenge Honour board 

• 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

• 2015 November Niel Wilson 

• 2015 December Terrence Marx 
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Johan Leeflang reports on SAR’s revolutionary new Class 
26 Locomotive 

By Johan Leeflang. 

 

Ed: - The below is copied from an article in the “Continental Modeller Magazine” many years ago, written by Johan 

Leeflang and is reprinted with permission by himself 

The only Class 26 locomotive on the 

South African Railways, painted bright 

red, did test runs recently between 

Pretoria and Witbank. A distance of 

115km (70 miles), with gradients as 

steep as 1:50 and was a good stretch to 

undergo various tests. 

The locomotive’s permissible carrying 

capability is 700 tons, but recently its 

true strength was realised. It was on a 

night test run, with a given goods load of 

apparently 700 tons, or so it said on the 

payload papers given to the locomotive driver. The driver, Mr C.C. Vos, informed the engineer in 

charge of the “Red Devil” tests, Mr D. Wardale, who was also on the footplate at the time during 

the tests, that the locomotive was pulling a little heavily and wondered if the brakes were perhaps 

binding on the train.  

En route, when they halted for a signal, they went back to check the actual load by counting the 

wagons and did a quick mathematical calculation and discovered that they actually had 50% over 

the maximum permitted load of 700 tons behind them. 

The engineer gave the order to proceed up the maximum gradient of 1:50 to see if the “Red Devil” 

could actually do it. With excellent handling on the driver’s part, they made it with a minimum 

speed of 18km/h. The loco could handle 50% more load and put diesel and electric traction to 

shame. 

Figure 5 The photo was taken on 11th June 1983 on the 

passenger test run from Pretoria to Witbank. 
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Now that the tests have been completed, the “Red Devil” is going back to the Kimberly – 

Bloemfontein run. The whole beauty, according to the engineer, is that the loco uses 30% less coal 

and water because Mr. Wardale has incorporated a few modern alterations and modifications to it. 

 

The tender has a water capacity of 47,733 l. (10 500 gallons). The locomotive is theoretically 

capable of hauling a heavy goods train in excess of 2000 tons at 90 km/h or a 1000 ton passenger 

train at 130 km/h (81 m.p.h.) on level track. The maximum draw bar power is in the order of 3650 

horse power at 90km/h (56 m.p.h.) 

The locomotive was first built in Germany in 1953 by Henschel and Sohn and then rebuilt in Salt 

River, Cape Town, in 1981 and since then has been modified and is now the most modern steam 

locomotive in the world. 
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General 

 

On the 12th of December, the 

club had its last Swap meet for 

2015 at the Northmead mall. For 

the first time in many a swap 

meet, the numbers were down 

slightly. This was hardly 

unexpected after two other swap 

meets over the previous two 

weekends, one of them being the 

Pretoria Model Train club swap meet. However, the swap meet was still well attended and enjoyed 

by everyone. 

The meet was in a different 

area of the mall due to the 

previous area being hired out 

to other vendors, as well as 

our club actually having moved 

to a different shop which is still 

being prepared. The setting up 

this time did have its issues 

with certain clean-up activities 

by the mall not having 

happened. However, before 08h00, everyone was sorted out and set up.  

Overall though, again, and absolutely awesome day enjoyed by everyone. 
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Club Diary. 

With December and the holiday season fast approaching events are slowing down. 

Currently, there is nothing on the calendar so far, although that will soon change. Our AGM will be 

coming up in mid-January, and the planned visit to SciBona at the end of Jan. So stay tuned for any 

announcements. 

____________________________________ 

Club Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665 

Secretary – Peter Fish – pfish@absamail.co.za 

Treasurer – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665 

Editor – Kevin Chamberlain – kevin.ebotse@gmail.com  

Webmaster / Assistant Editor – Glynn Chamberlain – glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -   FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  
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