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Newsletter - November 2015 

In this edition: - 

 Chairman’s News 

 Layout Visit: - Hans Bac, Trams in Amsterdam. 

 Locomotives, Engines and Trains seen on my Model Railway. Colin TT 

 Jean’s Corner, Chasing Steam trains in South Africa. 

 The EMRIG Watertower Challenge, Common CV’s by Niel Wilson. 

 Sunset and Sunrise effect. Johan Leeflang. 

 General 

 Club Diary 

 Club Contact Details 

 Club Banking Details 
 

Chairman’s news 

 

Once again the month started off well, no problems, workshop planned for 

Sunday 15th, trains running well and planning for our swap meet on Dec 12th 

was under way.  Then on Friday 6th evening the phone rang and it was Kirsten 

from the Mall with “instructions” to vacate our Paddington Station by Monday 

23rd; a great way to ruin a weekend. However we have been offered the use 

of another vacant box, which has a greater floor area and offers many 

opportunities. But this box was not yet suitable for a model railway; or 

anything for that matter as there are no lights or electricity, the ceiling was a 

mess and the floor not completely finished, in bare smooth concrete. So some 

discussion with the powers that be was arranged for the Wednesday 11th .This was very fruitful, 

and a little disappointing in a couple of respects.  

Our mission as a club is to have a permanent home but to achieve this we need millions to either 

buy or do up a suitable venue. This is not going to happen so how do we entice the Mall owners to 
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have a shop in which we can have a long term lease that will not cost us a fortune; the going rate 

for a commercial enterprise is in the region of R200-R280 per square metre; well out of our reach. 

So I put forward a proposal whereby we offer to contribute up to R40,000 towards the fixing up of 

our new box in return for a 5 year lease with a suitable claw-back clause whereby we are paid back 

for that portion of the lease that we do not occupy the box for, if they chuck us out.  Furthermore 

we would pay a nominal rental of R1,000 per month to cover the cost of electricity consumed and 

rent.  This proposal was well received but not accepted now, but will be raised with the owner in 

the New Year. The R1,000 monthly rental was accepted as a good gesture. Our lease agreement is 

being modified to include these new conditions. 

We have also been offered the use of the 2 vacant boxes across the passage from our new venue 

for storage of our modules and other stuff.  Also the Mall have offered to provide 4 electrical outlet 

sockets, some lighting battens, painting of the walls and completion of the screeding of floor, all to 

be completed by the Friday 20th November! Great!!! Unfortunately they will NOT do anything to 

the ceiling, pity. 

The situation now then is that we must vacate Paddington’s on Sunday 22nd and move all our 

equipment into the spare shop next to the African Bank. I doubt that the contractor would have 

finished the work in our new shop by then and that it will probably be a week or 2 before he does, 

so sorry guys, no train movements for a week or two. The plan then is to start moving stuff from 

our store room on the Saturday 21st at 2 pm and taking the modules down on Sunday.  All 

volunteers required, the more the quicker it will be. 

Our next problem is our swap meet on Saturday 12th December. We have been restricted to the 

use of the passage way coming in from Entrance #2 past our box. As I expect about 50 tables for 

the sellers this will not be sufficient space so we will use our new box for the swap meet as well.  I 

have some serious planning to fit in all tables into this space. Then I will invite the sellers to come, 

may be with a restriction on numbers. 

At the meeting of members yesterday, 15th November which was well attended all of the above 

was discussed and agreed to. The preparation of the bare concrete floor was also raised; do we 

leave it as it is, paint it or apply an epoxy 2 pack?  The Mall management allow us to paint in with 

suitable floor paint but NO epoxy 2 pack.  I had obtained a rough estimate of the cost of painting, 

approx R10,000 for 2 coats but this proposal was rejected as again this investment will be lost 

if/when we have to move out. So a smooth bare concrete floor will have to do. Frequent 

vacuuming will probably be required to keep the dust down. 
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As we all agree 

that we want a 

permanent home 

why do we not go 

straight up stairs 

into the space 

that we have been 

“given”? We can, 

but some serious 

work and 

investment will be 

required to make 

it dust proof, add 

a ceiling, Dri-wall 

separating us from 

the space next to us, 

lighting and electricity outlet sockets, and the moving of the doorway. This will be for our costs 

which without a good sponsor we cannot afford. The Mall management have admitted that this 

space is unattractive to potential tenants and the chances of leasing it in the current economic 

environment are very low.  However they agree that if we set up our club and model railway there 

the vacant space next to us will suddenly become more attractive!  So next year we have a mission 

to convince the owners to help us by fixing the ceiling, lights and dri-wall so enabling us to occupy 

this “box”. It could well attract a tenant for the rest of the space, a win–win solution for all. 

 

In conclusion then we have a new box to occupy for some undefined period which is twice the 

floor area of Paddington’s so larger and better layout configurations are possible, with no 

“construction funding” or increase in subscriptions, for now.  When I have done a proper budget to 

be presented at the AGM in January the rate of subs can be decided.  Some effort is needed to 

convince the management to get us established upstairs.  The swap meet on the 12th is our next 

event, after which we will have Christmas Party braai at my place to which the swap meet traders 

will be invited.  Details to follow but each member to bring his own meet and drinks: an entry fee 

of R50 that will pay for the meat for the swap meet guests. Then on Sunday 13th the day after the 

swap meet we can move into our new place and set up our model railway layouts for more fun. 

 

Till then enjoy whatever you do, if you do not enjoy it, stop whining and do something else . 

Regards to all 

 

Colin TT 

EMRIG Chairman  

Figure 1: - The members at the SGM on Sunday the 15th November. 
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Layout Visit: - Hans Bac 

By Kevin Chamberlain 

 

On Sunday 18th October, 

nine EMRIG members 

went to another home 

layout visit. This was 

following the invitation 

offered to the club by 

Hans Bac. The theme of 

the layout was Trams in 

Little Amsterdam . 

Hans has built the layout 

in the upstairs room in his 

house adjacent to a small, well kitted and neat workshop where all of his model building takes 

place. 

Hans explained that the love of trams, and the trams in Amsterdam in particular grew from when 

he used to travel in them as a child during the war years. 

This love of the trams urged him to start modelling them and thus his layout was born. His current 

layout has taken him many years to 

build and detail but all the hard work 

is evident. 

Hans explained that there are not 

many HO Scale working trams to be 

found in the world. There are 

however many plastic kits available. 

He has therefore, painstakingly, built 

these kits and installed motors and 
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gearboxes in them, and even more impressive, installed decoders so that they can be operated on 

his layout that is controlled by a Digitrax Zephyr Digital Command controller. 

Hans mentioned that he currently has about eighty trams fitted with decoders on his layout. The 

layout is in the shape of an E with many buildings, roads and scenery in place. There are 14 routes 

on the layout which the trams follow with a number of trams travelling on their routes at the same 

time.   

Hans has hand laid 

most of the track on his 

layout which is buried 

into the road surface as 

can be found on the 

prototype. Hans even 

makes his own custom 

turnouts, a photo of 

which can be seen to 

the right.  The trams 

are powered through 

the overhead catenary 

which acts as the one 

polarity with both the 

rails below acting as 

the opposite. 

One impressive feature is 

a bridge over one of the 

canals that can be 

automatically raised and 

lowered at the push of a 

button. Firstly the traffic 

lights for the trams go 

red, indicating that they 

must stop and then the 

bridge goes about its 

duty.  
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The scenery is arguably 80 -90% complete. There are many buildings together with many mini 

scenes. For instance, a wedding at the church, folk sitting around tables on the corner of a city 

block, and what layout cannot be without something like the photo below? 

 

 

Lastly, to the right can be seen one of Hans display 

cabinets packed with trams. It is obvious Hans has a 

passion for the Trams and this certainly shows in his 

hobby 

It was a great experience to visit a layout that is 

completely different and to see and admire the work 

and dedication that the modeller has put into his 

dream layout. Hans Bac's layout is one such layout.  

As is usual, after the visit, Hans put on a wonderful 

spread for the visitors which was greatly enjoyed. 

As usual, visit the club website for this article and 

many more photos. www.emrig.co.za 

http://www.emrig.co.za/
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Locomotives, Engines and Trains seen on my Model Railway.  

By Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

 

Part 3 of many  

Class 50 CO-CO Diesel Electric Locomotive 

The Class 50 fleet was designed and built by the English Electric Company at their Vulcan Foundry 

works at Newton le Willows near Preston, between February 1966 and October 1967. 50 machines 

were built and were used by British Railways on the West Coast Main line to handle passenger 

trains north from Crewe to Scotland. The locos were initially leased to British Railways to replace 

the big pacific steam locomotives that were being phased out on this route and were often double 

headed to make the most out of their 100mph capability to reduce journey times.  

 

They were known as English Electric Type 4s, the finished locos were given running numbers D400 

to D449, but during the late sixties the D prefix was dropped by British Railways following the 

eradication of steam locomotives. After completion of the electrification of the West Coast 

mainline to Scotland in 1972 the locomotives were gradually transferred to the Western Region for 

use on the London Paddington to Bristol and the South West routes. At about this time all 

locomotives were purchased by British Railways who then renumbered them onto the TOPS series. 

No 401 to 449 became 50001 to 50049with No 400 becoming 50050. 

The Western Regions policy of naming locomotives after warships resulted in all members of the 

class taking the name of a Second World War Naval vessel. 

After the introduction of the High Speed Trains (HSTs) on the mainlines from Paddington in 1977 

the locomotives were put to work on the Southern Region’ Waterloo to Exeter route as well as 



Page 8 of 22 

 

routes taking them to Birmingham from both Paddington and Bristol. A major refurbishment of the 

class was undertaken in the early 1980s. The rework simplified a lot of the complex electronics and 

removed many redundant features of the control system. 

Also the air intake fan arrangement which had produced the classic Class 50 sound that had led to 

the nickname of “Hoover” was changed. The locos were then returned to the Western Region and 

withdrawal from service began in 1997 thru to 1994. Several have been preserved, notably 50037 

“Illustrious” which is on the Severn Valley Railway, as well as on my layout. 

Hornby have produced an excellent model of this fine locomotive. It comes fitted with an ESU 

LokSound decoder and the performance of the sound and traction is just brilliant. Complete with 

guards whistle, air compressor and all loco auxiliary sounds one cannot ask for more. The control 

of speed is perfect, the model hauls my rake of 10 Mk1 Blue and grey coaches round my layout just 

like the real thing. Best buy to date, I love it. 

The “Crab” 2-6-0 Mogul 

Referred to by the nickname of the “Horwich Crab”, or simply just “Crab”, this distinctive 2-6-0 

tender locomotive owed its origins to George Hughes, the CME of the Lancashire and Yorkshire 

Railway, (LYR). Although the very earliest of the LMS mainline classes the engine bore many 

hallmarks of its LYR ancestry such as the smokebox and cab shapes, the cab controls and fittings. 

Most of all it was the steeply inclined cylinders and the correspondingly high running plates which 

were characteristic. It is believed the nickname “Crab” was bestowed on this class due to the visual 

effect of the Walschearts valve gear in operation. 
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A total of 245 were out shopped over a seven year period, Horwich built 78 with the remainder 

being constructed in the ex LNWR works at Crewe. Hughes, who eventually became the initial CME 

of the LMS retired in 1925 before production of his Mogul commenced. 

His mogul enjoyed an excellent working life over a 40 year period without the need for a major 

modification and was only superseded on certain services by the influx of the superior Stanier 

Black Five. They enjoyed a high level of popularity with their crews and maintenance personnel 

alike. Withdrawals commenced in 1961 and the final Crab disappeared in 1967. 

 

This is a model by Bachmann and is of their usual standard, much detail but poor pickups from just 

the 6 driver wheels. The tender wheels are not used so as expected the loco stalls frequently going 

over point work etc. It is a simple mod to put in tender wheel pickups but then the tender will be 

permanently wired to the loco. It came DCC ready with the usual 8 pin socket so I fitted a TCS M1 

decoder, but with great difficulty as there is no space for the decoder and the fit of the body on 

the chassis is very tight, zero gaps. So when I finally got it apart my small file opened up the body 

shell so that I could get the chassis back into it. It was a right fiddle to get the decoder in; it is 

mounted vertically, not fixed just behind the smoke box door. 

As can be seen from the photo the Crab looks good and works well on a local unfitted freight train 

taking the gradients with just a little wheel slip, like the real thing. The finer detail, pipes, steps etc 

still to be added. 

 (Ed: - More articles to come).   
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Chasing Steam trains in South Africa. 

By Jean Dulez 

 
1985 Trans Cape Tour, Concluded 

 

In the previous (second instalment) I had recounted how our car broke 

down someway between Willowmore and Klipplaat, and how Dennis Moore 

and I had be given a ride into Klipplaat by another line side “chaser” in his 

bakkie. 

 

Whilst the train was being serviced, I had been dropped off at the local 

hotel with my bags and video equipment, whilst the other went down to 

the station. I then set off to find to local garage, which was close by, in a small town like this. 

 

The garage owner said he would drive down the Willowmore dirt road back towards Miller station 

(close to where the car was standing) after closing time at 5pm. Evidently, no after-hours petrol in 

this dusty town! 

 

In the meanwhile, I had nothing else to do, so also took my cameras down to the station and set 

up for a video at the level crossing in the branch to Graaff- Reinet, where the train was heading for 

an overnight stopover. 

 

The two locos eventually departed very late, close to sunset, which did give a brilliant “glint” 

sequence in the golden glow, as it head north.  

 

I was left then, all on my own, wondering how long I would be stuck in this forsaken place. So it 

was time for a bath, a drink and dinner. Fortunately, these old one star hotels in country towns 

were still functional, during these times. In later years, they would just become an excuse for their 

liquor licence, if they managed to remain open at all. 

 

Just before dinner, around 7pm, the garage man called in to show me the car back on tow, a 

distance of some 70km. He said that the chassis failure was a factory fault, not a good reflection on 

either Ford, or the dealer service centre, which had indeed warned about the problem, but 

declined to fix it, since it was judged “OK”! 

 

He said that he would start work immediately the next morning, since he reckoned he could fix 

(braze) the frame and repair broken lines etc. It was fortunate we came down at around 60km/hr 

in thick sand. A hard tarred road would have effectively wrecked the entire undercarriage as such, 
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The following morning, I trudged around town after breakfast and about 10am ambled up to the 

garage. Wow, the man had nearly finished repairs already! He mentioned that there was not much 

other damage and assured me that the frame may well fail elsewhere, but not on his repair spot. 

 

 

Figure 2: - A Union Limited 2000 tour departing Blouwater for Lootsberg summit, with a class 19B 

and GMA Garratt double heading. © Jean Dulez 

 

I was able to pay by 10.30 (had a company garage card already at that time) pack my gear, check  

out, and hit the tarred road to Steyterville by 11am, which was the quickest way to Graaff –Reinet. 

Getting there at around 12, and having verified that the train had indeed left for Middleburg 

earlier, took the main road north. There is a procession of side farm roads to follow the line into 

Pretorius Kloof, which is a route for the railway through a series of gorges, until the line emerges 

and crosses the main road to Middelburg, about half way,  near Bethesda Road siding. 

 

Since there was no contact with the train (no cell phones then, remember?) I turned off the main 

road at Bethesda Rd and headed gingerly (was concerned about subjecting the welding to a bumpy 

dirt road) down the dirt track to Kolonies Plaas , where a water stop was scheduled. By about 1pm, 

the train was nowhere to be seen, so headed further. Smoke soon revealed it was climbing up from 

Pretorius Kloof; this was the wonderful thing about spotting steam trains in those times. Nowadays 

you have nothing to give away where a diesel or electric train may be! 

 

Once the train had passed, followed by the inevitable cavalcade of chasers, Dennis and Stefan, 

stopped, expressing sheer amazement that I had caught up by early afternoon. They had visions of 

my having been stuck in Klipplaat for days on end (mind you, the previous night, so had I) 
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At the service stop, Dennis transferred his belongings back to the Escourt, after I had assured him 

that the car was now safe, and would not self-destruct again! 

 

We then set off taking various pictures along the route past Bethesda Road and up to Blouwater, a 

siding at the foot of the Lootsberg Pass, where a water tank was located. This was always full, since 

it was one of those rare tanks which was gravity fed from a mountain stream. 

 

Before we talk about Lootsberg Pass itself (one of the real great railway trips in SA) I must digress 

once again with yet another Union Limited tour up the same way, which happened in around 1999, 

nearly fifteen years later, as I recall.  

 

I had taken a few days’ leave to follow this section of the tour over Lootsberg Pass from Graaff- 

Reinet. The train had set off from Cape Town and George some days earlier. After Lootsberg, it 

would branch to the Free State main line at Noupoort, and then head for Bloemfontein and 

Bethlehem, so would provide some route easily accessible from Jo’burg for say, four days of 

filming. 

 

Nobody else was interested, so set off alone late afternoon, overnighted in Bloemfontein and then 

headed off at sparrows to meet the train after sunrise, somewhere in the Pretorius Kloof area, 

since it was scheduled to depart Graaff- Reinet after breakfast at 8am. By that time, we had cell 

phones and I had a new company vehicle. My Escourt had eventually packed in with engine failure 

about two years after the 1985 trip, but, true to the Klipplaat man’s assurance, his welding held 

good until the very end! 

 

Turning off the main road beyond the Lootsberg road pass at Bethesda Road, headed off once 

again towards Pretorius Kloof area. En route I passed another photter, so all must be well, since he 

was still waiting. Getting to my first vantage point around 8.30, proceeded to also wait. 

 

And wait and wait….after three hours, towards 11am… decided that there must be some problem 

with the Union Limited tour train (eg loco failure) and since there was not cell signal in the gorge, 

eventually decide to drive back to where the photter was still also waiting. 

 

I recognised him as the previous stationmaster at Springfontein, when this junction was still 

manned. He sometimes came out to photograph steam specials in his area, where these 

happened.  

 

He also did not know anything, had no cell contact. So we decide to drive back to the main Graaff- 

Reinet – Middelburg road, where we would have a signal. He phoned a contact at operating, who 

gave him the disappointing news that the train had been rerouted from Klipplaat the previous 

night, since the line beyond Graaff- Reinet had been closed due to a rockfall, the day before. The 



Page 13 of 22 

 

train would now be behind modern traction back to PE and then up the main line with an electric 

as far as Noupoort, where the next steam locomotive (ex Bloemfontein) would take over the next 

morning. The steam locomotives had thus been sent back to their depot at Voorbaai, near Mossel 

Bay. 

 

Having now nothing to do for the rest of day, decided to take the winding dirt road to New 

Bethesda village to visit the famous Owl House museum, which housed all the weird sculptures of 

the eccentric Helen Martins. This took some hours, after which I over nighted in Middelburg and 

caught up with the train the next morning at Noupoort, where the steam section through the Free 

State then resumed. 

 

Getting back to the 1985 tour now, the train was followed up a farm road to the top of the 1746m 

pass, where we were able to enjoy scenic vistas and some stage train run pasts, in addition. 

Although high, the pass is not the highest railway point in SA. That honour belongs to Nederhorst 

siding, beyond Dullstroom on the Belfast to Steelpoort branch, in Mpumalanga, at 2044m. 

 

It was then gradually down the other side to Jagpoort, for another water stop, thereafter down all 

the way to Middelburg and then Rosmead junction, where the line joins to main electrified railway 

to PE, along which the ill fated Union Limited of 1999 had been rerouted. This took most of the 

afternoon. We then proceeded to follow remainder of the Trans Cape tour up through the 

Freestate and eventually back to Johannesburg a few days hence, with no further incidents worth 

mentioning. 

 

The Lootsberg Pass line route between Rosmead and Klipplaat was eventually closed by Spoornet 

to regular traffic and tours around 2001, when the last tour operated by Bushveld Train Safaris 

(diesel hauled) used the route. This was due to declining traffic and problems keeping the line in 

operating condition. The rock fall in 1999 had been cleared, but such problems persisted. 

 

The enterprising farmer at Blouwater unofficially began to later run trolley trips for sightseers up 

the rail section, from Blouwater to Lootsberg summit over the Sneeuberg, for some years after 

that.  

 

Recently, Transnet belatedly decided to rehabilitate the entire line from Middelburg to Klipplaat as 

an alternative route for rail traffic, should main line from Rosmead to Port Elizabeth be closed. The 

line was reopened earlier this year, but it took nearly two years to fix the line. In addition, local 

farmers, seeing yet another abandoned railway, took over sections of the line and planted gate and 

fences across the track, which they are, of course, not entitled to do. 

 

Fortunately, in this remote area, had seen no measure of track theft and vandalism, as seen on 

railways closer to heavily inhabited towns in SA. However, the use of this line is limited, since it 

cannot accommodate 100 wagon heavy haul ore trains, with heavy 26t axle loadings. The line also 
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rejoins  the main electrified route  at Swartkops junction, between PE and Uitenhage, so trains 

headed for the new harbour at Nkura cannot be rerouted without going all the way into PE itself. 

The residents of historic Graaff-Reinet will, no doubt, still be happy to have a working railway 

through the town, even if it is only an occasional car or container train, or even a rerouted 

Shosholoza Meyl passenger through train (the “Algoa”) which operates from Johannesburg. 

 

 

The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Niel Wilson 

Basic DCC Programming – Common CVs 

 

All DCC decoders have a couple of variables that are common between all the different brands.  

These variables, known as Configurable Variables or CVs for short, define how a loco will respond 

to controls that you send to it.  They control which loco receives which controls, how fast a loco 

will run and how long it will take for the loco to go from a standstill to full speed and vice versa.   

Loco Address (CV1, CV17 and CV 18) 

Each loco on a layout needs a unique ID so that only that decoder will respond to the correct 

commands sent by a specific throttle.  There are two “types” of loco addresses: short address and 

long address. 

Short Address CV 1 

A short address is any address between 1 and 127.  This is often referred to as a “Two Digit 

Address” or “Primary Address”.  Examples of short address are 5, 45 and 125.   

Note that bit 5 of CV29 needs to be set to “0” for the short address to be active.  CV29 is discussed 

a little later in this article. 

Long Address CV 17 and CV18 

A long address is any address between 128 and 9999.  This is often referred to as a “Four Digit 

Address” or “Extended Address”. Because of how computers count, two CVs are needed to make 

up address greater than 127.  When programming a long address the DCC command station will 

normally automatically calculate the values that are needed for CV17 and CV18 and enter them as 

needed. 

Note that bit 5 of CV29 needs to be set to “1” for the long address to be active.   
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Basic Speed Control (CV2, CV5 and CV6) 

There are three CVs that can be used to control the speed of a loco.  Most locos run way to fast 

using the default decoder settings.  By programming the following three CVs locos can be slowed 

down so that a more prototypical speed can be achieved. 

V-Start CV2 

Some locos will not start moving at speed step 1 as the motor may require extra voltage to start 

moving.  By programming small values into CV2 a loco can be made to creep slowly at speed step 1. 

V-Mid CV6 

Setting CV6, V-Mid, specifies the exact voltage that is applied to the motor when the throttle is set 

to 50%.  

V-Max CV5 

Setting CV5, V-Max, specifies the maximum voltage that is applied to the motor when the throttle 

is set to 100% 

Using the above three you can control your locos minimum and maximum speeds as well as how 

the loco responds to changes in throttle settings.  For example you can set up a loco so that it runs 

slower in the bottom half of the throttle and faster in the top half or a linear speed response to 

throttle changes. 

Note that some manufactures (such as SoundTraxx Tsunamis) do not use CV5 and CV6 to control 

speeds but rather make use of the 28 Speed Step table. 

Momentum (CV3 and CV4) 

Momentum provides two CVs to simulate the momentum due to train weight.  CV3 is the 

Acceleration Rate, controls how fast the locomotive will accelerate and CV4 is the Deceleration 

Rate which controls how fast the locomotive will slow down. 

Lower settings yield a more responsive locomotive, which is useful for switching while higher 

values will take longer for a loco to reach the speed you want to run it at. When both CVs are set to 

0, the locomotive will respond nearly instantly to any throttle changes.  A setting of 255, on the 

other hand, will require several minutes for a locomotive to reach full speed from a standing stop! 

CV 29 

CV29 is used to control several important features of a decoder such as the running direction of a 

loco, how many speed steps are used (14 or 128 speed steps) and if a long or short address is used.  

These features are controlled by turning individual bits of the CV on or off as seen in the table 

below.  Work down the list deciding if the feature is on or off.  If the feature is on then add the 
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decimal value to the total.   

Bit Decimal 

Value 

Feature Controlled Notes 

0 1 Reverse Direction: Normal or reverse direction of loco movement. 

(handy if accidentally reversed wires between 

chip and motor) 

1 2 14 or 28/128 speed 

steps 

14 speed steps, mostly obsolete, (off) or 28/128 

speed steps (on).  Strongly recommend "on" 

unless sure that 14 steps are required. 

2 4 DC Operation Allow the use of analogue control on or off.  If the 

loco is not going to be operated using a DC 

control it is best to turn this option off. 

3 6 Railcom Railcom off/on (Lenz, Zimo, some ESU, and some 

very recent TCS decoders. Unless you know you 

use Railcom with this loco, leave it switched off). 

4 16 Speed Table Enable Basic speed control "min, mid, max" (CV2, CV6, 

CV5) speed curve (off) or 

complex (CV67 to CV94) speed curve (on) 

5 32 Long Address Use CV1 for short address (off) 

Use Long Address CV17 and 18 (on) 

 

Common values for CV 29 are: 

• 6 = Normal direction, 28/128 speed steps, DC operation on, basic speed control and 
short address 

• 7= Reverse direction, 28/128 speed steps, DC operation on, basic speed control and 
short address 

• 34 = Normal direction, 28/128 speed steps, DC operation off, basic speed control and 
long address. 

• 38 = Normal direction, 28/128 speed steps, DC operation on, basic speed control and 
long address. 

• 50 = Normal direction, 28/128 speed steps, DC operation off, use 28 speed table and 
long address. 

• 54 = Normal direction, 28/128 speed steps, DC operation on, use 28 speed table and 
long address. 

Decoder Reset (CV8) 

Every now and then a decoder gets confused and won’t respond or has some form of irregular 

operation. Many problems with decoders are solved by resetting the decoder.  

Note: After a reset, the loco will ONLY respond to the short address of 3 until it has been 
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reprogrammed to another address. 

 

Place the loco on the Programing Track and program the appropriate CV with the value stated 

below: 

• Soundtraxx - Program CV 30 with 2 and cycle the power. 

• QSI Program CV 49 to 128, CV 50 to 255 and CV 56 to 113. 

• Loksound & Digitrax Program CV 8 with 8. 

• NCE & TCS Program CV 30 with 2 and cycle power. 

• Lenz Program CV 8 with 33. 

 

Can I blow up my decoder by programming it? 

It is extremely unlikely that a decoder can be damaged or destroyed by programming it.  At worst if 

a decoder is incorrectly programmed the locomotive will behave unexpectedly, for example the 

loco may have a jerky motion or the lights will flash instead of being on solid.   Caution should 

always be exercised when programming a decoder.   

If you think you’ve messed up while programming the decoder you can always reset the decoder to 

the factory defaults and start again (see Decoder Reset above). 

I Niel Wilson do hereby nominate “Terrence Marx“ to the next Water Tower Challenge. 

Thanks go to Niel for the interesting and informative article above. It is certainly something to be 

printed out and put up on the wall or placed in that file which contains all your pertinent 

information and is so often needed.  

So that folks, is how easy a Water Tower Challenge is. As already said, you can write on absolutely 

anything you want relating to this hobby. 

So, Niel has named “Terrence“. I am sure we are all looking forward to the next article . 

 

Water Tower Challenge Honour board 

• 2015 October  Glynn Chamberlain 

• 2015 November Niel Wilson  
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Sunset and Sunrise effect 
By Johan Leeflang. 

 

Ed: - The following is an article by Johan Leeflang on how he did his sunrise and sunset affect behind his mountains. 

This was shown in his layout visit article in last month’s newsletter: - 

 

Many years ago I have been trying to create the lighting effect I so desired whereby I could 

simulate a sunrise and sunset over my layout. All the electronic / electrical friends of mine just 

couldn’t assist me with my request. I then made contact with Grahame Gutherie who is a retired 

IBM computer programmer and also a member of the Marklin train group and ” Viola” he did it for 

me! After 30 years of waiting, I finally managed to get the desired effect I was looking for all those 

years ago. He built me a “light controller” that can control the intensity of each 40w light globe 

that lies behind the mountain backdrop photograph.  

With reference to the below photo, I placed on the extreme left and right hand side, blue lights, 

then next a red one again on each side, followed by orange and then finally in the middle a single 

yellow light which was raised higher on a metal rod closer to the horizon of the backdrop to 

emulate the sun. He worked out the sequence via computer so that the blue lights commence and 

then slowly the red comes into effect followed by the orange and then finally the yellow light. As 

the lights become warmer in colour effect, the blue starts to fade on the edge of the backdrop. 
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When the sunrise effect comes to its peak then it is switched over to white lights for daylight affect 

that are spread evenly between all the colour lights. This whole sequence can last up to a full 

minute. The whole procedure is reversed for the sunset affect. 

I have also placed above and behind the valence, blue and green lights spread out with a ratio of 2 

blue lights to 1 green light. This affect is also important because at night time everything outside is 

not totally dark so with this ratio of lighting you find there is always a little light on the layout not 

just seeing lights through the windows of buildings or rolling stock coming past. I have placed these 

on dimmers so one can regulate the affect one so desires. 

Furthermore when I was in Switzerland in 2007 I travelled by train over the Albula mountain range 

in the South east of that country and I suddenly experienced we were travelling in thick mist 

before we travelled through the tunnel at Preda.  
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When I was back in SA, I thought how a modeller is going to emulate that affect. I purchased a fog 

machine from my local music shop down the road and placed a thick metal pipe over the exit of 

the machine outlet and drilled small holes along the top in the beginning and as the pipe became 

longer then drilled slightly bigger holes. When the machine warms up after a few minutes then the 

button is depressed and mist then rolls over the mountain backdrop and then drops down below 

to just above track level. When one does it simultaneously as the lighting affect it then looks very 

theatrical. 

I also have a moon light affect and by using the special ink pen that is used for security purposes 

and shaping the half moon and with a lot of small dots in the sky back ground, the stars appear in 

the night sky. Behind the valence I have an ultra violet light that brings the full effect on. These 

pens are available at security stores. 

One can see as a modeller that we have to obtain our desired equipment from very different stores 

then model train shops. One must think “out the box” to create different lighting effects. 

General 

 

Editor’s Notes: - 

Firstly a big thanks to Jean Dulez for his third and last instalment of his “Chasing Steam Trains in 

South Africa”. It is often a thankless job putting articles like this together for a monthly newsletter, 

but it is certainly hoped that when you next see Jean, you will convey your appreciation and 

hopefully cajole him to do more. I know I certainly enjoyed it and would love to see more. 

Thanks also go to Colin TT, Johan Leeflang and Niel Wilson for all their articles.  

We are coming to the end of Colin’s “first half” of his “Engines and Trains seen on my Model 

Railway”, and again, has not only been quite interesting, but very informative.  It is nice to be able 

to understand some of the history and background of a locomotive. 

Johan Leeflang has an article in this edition as well as having provided a further two article for the 

next editions. The one being the Gauge vs Scale and the other an article on the Red Devil 

And lastly, a thank you to Niel Wilson for stepping under the water tower and providing his very 

informative article on “Common CV’s” 
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Please convey your thanks to all the folk that provide articles and encourage then to keep doing so. 

Finally, if there is anything that can be done to make the newsletter better, please contact the 

editor and let him know. If you have articles that you would like to see, let us know, or that you 

have written, please send them in. I am sure many others would like to see it. 

Club Diary. 

With December and the holiday season fast approaching events are slowing down. Remaining for 

this year is the following: -  

Saturday 21st November. 

Last day to run trains on the club layout at Northmead Mall - for a while. 

Sunday 22nd November. 

09h00 to whenever, all hands on deck to move the modules into storage. Should not take more 

than 2 hours. 

Saturday 12th December 

Emrig Swap Meet at Northmead mall. 09h00 to 12h00. A very popular event and always well 
attended. Currently there are 50 tables anticipated. Come get those Christmas stocking fillers for 
yourselves! 

Saturday 12th December 

13h00 to “not too late”, Club Christmas Braai. Colin TT’s house.  

____________________________________ 

Club Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665 

Secretary – Peter Fish – pfish@absamail.co.za 

Treasurer – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665 

mailto:cttremaine@mweb.co.za
mailto:pfish@absamail.co.za
mailto:cttremaine@mweb.co.za
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Editor – Kevin Chamberlain – kevin.ebotse@gmail.com  

Webmaster / Assistant Editor – Glynn Chamberlain – glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

 

 

Club Banking Details:- 

 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -   FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please, DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 

mailto:kevin.ebotse@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com

