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Newsletter - October 2015 

In this edition: - 

 Chairman’s News 

 Layout Visit: - Johan Leeflang 

 Locomotives, Engines and Trains seen on my Model Railway. 

 Jean’s Corner, Chasing Steam trains in South Africa. 

 The ALS Icebucket Challenge.  

 The EMRIG Watertower Challenge. 

 EMRIG workshop / Clinic 

 General 

 Club Diary 

 Club Contact Details 

 Club Banking Details 
 

Chairman’s news 

 

Once again it is that time when I have to put pen to paper and keep the 

members up to date with past events, progress with projects and my proposals 

for the future.  So to begin with, past events in the last month.  

We held our much talked about workshop / clinic on Sunday 27th September.  

I was pleasantly surprised by the attendance as the last time I held such an 

event only 3 members pitched up, so thanks to all those who came. We had 

bit of a problem with computer communications to the projector but we 

managed to get it sorted.  Many model railway electrical topics were covered 

with many questions and answers, so I thought that the meeting was very 

productive.  However after two and a half hours all had had enough.  The intention with this 

workshop was not only to have a class room type session, but to also have some practical work on 

our layouts. So how about the next workshop on Sunday November 14th? 
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There are a few projects that need to be implemented and agreed to at the workshop. These 

include; 

1. Relaying some track and replacing the 2 damaged points on the analogue layout as well as 

beefing up some power wiring to the track.  I have purchased 2 new points; track we have plenty 

of so all that is required is a “construction crew” and supervisor. 

2. Powering up the Turntable, not a problem as most of the wiring is in place but if we want to 

keep the engine alive whilst being turned then we will need an Automatic Reversing unit known as 

an AR1 (in Digitrax language) that will ensure that the DCC power feed to the turntable is always in 

the correct polarity.  This item is on order and I will collect it within the next few days. 

3. Programming Track Booster. The need for this gadget was discussed at the workshop, the 

reason being that some sound decoders need a device that amplifies the programming signals sent 

between loco decoder and command station. So a Soundraxx PTB100 has been ordered and will be 

collected soon. I will mount this unit on the control desk and connect it up. 

4. A Loconet Infra-Red receiver Digitrax type AR91 was also discussed, and so I mounted one 

unit this past Saturday morning.  The other 2 units will follow soon. 

5. Marshalling cum fiddle yard extension is needed.  Although all members are now loading 

their trains onto the layout from the spectator side this in not really a good solution, so we will 

install the modules that make up the fiddle yard. These are at present upstairs so not much work 

required installing them, but the baseboard and track needs some serious attention, especially the 

points. 

At time of writing this letter we are about to visit Hans Bac and his model of Amsterdam and its 

Trams, I have no doubt that all will be amazed at what they will see, another craftsman and his 

passion for trams, H0 scale. Our next layout visit will be to SciBono, the Science Discovery Centre in 

Newtown Johannesburg on Sunday 22nd November.  This could be a day out for you, details to 

follow. 

Putting on my Treasurers hat I can report that all is well, and have purchased the points and buffers, 

AR1 and PTB100 amounting to an expenditure of R1401 leaving approximately R19k in the bank. 

No change regarding our tenure at Northmead Mall so let us enjoy it as it is. 

Regards to all, enjoy your hobby and the company of your fellow members. 

Colin TT

EMRIG Chairman 
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Layout Visit: - Johan Leeflang 

By Glynn Chamberlain 

 

On Sunday the 13th September, 

the EMRIG members visited 

Johan Leeflings “Little 

Switzerland”.  

As Helgard Meyers layout was 

unique in being historically 

themed, so was Johan’s, however, 

pictorially themed. 

Johan’s model is based on 

Switzerland where he has visited 

before and photographed. To 

totally understand Johan’s vision, 

one needs to have visited the country and fully understand the vastness and grandeur of the Swiss 

Alps and valleys. By placing the layout high with the scenery higher, Johan has tried to re-create 

this grandness and has pretty much achieved this.  

Also, as if one scale is not enough to model in, Johan models in 4 “gauges” but one scale, being HO. 

These gauges are: - HO; 

HOm or meter gauge or 

12mm track; 9mm track 

which is HOe and lastly, 

HOi or 6,5mm track! As 

mentioned, all one scale 

being 1:84 or HO. Johan 

had a fantastic template 

explaining the relation 

between gauges and scale 

which will be used for a 

small article in next 

month’s newsletter. 
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With reference to the photo above, using his photographic expertise and a pro lab, his 

backgrounds are in between 2m and 6 meters wide! I am sure that by looking at the photographs 

here, one can gain some kind of perspective as to the atmosphere and grandness they give.  

Johan is a professional photographer, and has used his skills, profession and resources to create a 

unique layout, which by Johan’s words is arguably 20% complete, but certainly looks amazing and 

substantially more complete when taking in the backgrounds which constitute a large part of the 

layout. As Johan said, when starting a home layout, one wants to start at the back and work 

forward. It becomes more and more difficult to put in a wonderful background when there is a 

substantial amount of scenery and buildings placed on the layout.  

 

Above is another amazing scene where Johan has worked with photos to make the backdrop and 

together with the bridge, frames this scene amazingly. The only sacrilege here is that the photo 

was taken without any train of any sort traversing the bridge.  
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With this photo above, Johan dimmed the room and switched on an ultraviolet light strategically 

placed to shine on this backdrop. The background magically transformed into an amazing night 

scene with a wonderful clean deep blue night sky so common over Europe. Also showing itself 

better was the half-moon faintly visible on the upper left of the image as well as stars! 

Night transforming into day, and vice versa. 

The below is difficult to explain, but behind the main town “Ostermundigen”, Johan has been very 

cunning to create an awesome and amazing backdrop. He had a large photo developed and placed 

this on a wooden background. The sky was then cut off of this backdrop so as just to show literally 

the mountains, and no sky. This mountain backdrop was then fixed between 150mm to 200mm in 

front of the wall behind which has been painted a sky blue with clouds. Now between the 

mountain backdrop and the wall behind, Johan has placed a selection of lights which together with 

a PLC (Programmable Logic Controller) create a sunrise and sunset effect, happening “behind” the 

mountains, which is honestly, something to see. 

Now, that is not the end. Hopefully many of those reading this newsletter have been to Cape Town 

and witnessed the clouds rolling over Table Mountain. Well, again, Johan has cleverly re-created 

this effect by purchasing a “smoke machine” commonly used on stages for shows or musicals. He 

has channelled the smoke that is generated, to flow out between the backdrop and wall to create 

the same effect over his Swiss mountains. Again, something to see to be believed and appreciated!  

On the next page is a series of photos that have been taken of this set up to try and show this 

effect. However, honestly, these photos just do not do justice to actually being there and watching 

it with one’s own eyes.  By viewing the photos one after the other going down the page, you will 

see the progression from night time, through dawn to a wonderful sunny day. 

 

The town in particular here is Ostermundigen. 
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Currently night time over the Alps  

 
The first sign of the sky lighting up 

 
The sky getting more crimson 

 
Slowly turning orange 
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And now the early morning mist rolls over the mountain 

 
The mist clearing. 

 
And a new day has just begun! 

 
Simply brilliant! 
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Moving on to the layout, Johan mentions that by 

learning from EMRIG, he has gone the modular 

route. All his bench work is modular steel frames 

which is the medium he prefers to work with. 

Talking about his upcoming move to the Western 

Cape, Johan says it will be fairly simple to pull 

apart the various sections ready for transportation. 

The electrics is something else though . 

The layout consists of two return loops around 

their respective towns, Bergun on the left and 

Solis on the right of Ostermundigen. Between 

these towns are some substantial bridges, 

enveloping whole scenes as can be seen to the 

right and below. 

In a separate room, Johan has his staging where there are multiple tracks again with a reverse loop. 

Then there were the towns themselves. A lot of scenery still needs to be done, but at least trains 

are running and there are buildings in place giving the effect of the scene.  
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Although separate from the main 

layout, Johan had other scenes 

showing his modelling prowess. 

To the left is a module which he 

built for a convention as well as 

for use in the EMRIG layout that 

is the largest module I have seen 

yet. It is a scene from Durban 

harbour with a container ship 

placed as the centrepiece and 

again, a photo backdrop of the Harbour to set the scene. It did not end there though. Below, there 

was the water scene together with what was happening under the water. By using a Perspex sheet 

for the water, Johan had gone a step further by placing rocks on the sea floor, together with a 

Shark eyeing out a scuba diver. Also, “under the water” were old rusted cars, trucks and junk!  

 

The visit was again absolutely awesome and well enjoyed by the members. 

In next month’s newsletter, Johan will be explaining more about how he did the sunrise and sunset 

effect as well as his Scale vs Gauge template. So keep an eye out for that article 

For many more photos, visit the club website at www.emrig.co.za 

 

http://www.emrig.co.za/


Page 10 of 24 

 

 

Locomotives, Engines and Trains seen on my Model Railway.  

By Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

 

Part 2 of many  

Princess Royal Class 8P 4-6-2 Pacific 

The Princess Royal Class locomotive was a 4-6-2 Pacific designed by Sir William Stanier, his first for 

the London Midland and Scottish (LMS) Railway. New to the LMS in 1932, Stanier used his Great 

Western “King” Class 4-6-0 as the basis for his new design. The resulting machines were built to 

have the capacity to cover the 401 miles between London and Glasgow non-stop. To incorporate a 

much larger boiler and firebox meant increasing the wheel arrangement to 4-6-2 with a supporting 

trailing truck to the rear of the locomotive. They were fitted with a water scoop under the tender 

to pick up water from the troughs while travelling at speed. Thirteen of these locomotives were 

produced by the Crewe Works between 1933 and 1935. 

Each of these locomotives was to be named after a princess. The first after the Princess Royal – 

Mary, the second after the young Princess Elizabeth, later to become Queen Elizabeth II, the third 

after her sister Princess Margaret Rose. From then on the whole class became affectionately 

known as “Lizzies”. 
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These Princess Royal locomotives were some of the most powerful (+2600 HP) ever produced in 

Britain, able to haul trains of up to 500 tons (12 bogie coaches) and were first used to haul the 

famous “Royal Scott” between London and Scotland over the Shap and Beatock mountain passes. 

They served as passenger express locomotives for the LMS until the formation of British Railways 

in 1948. 

Hornby produce a fine model of 46208 “Princess Helena Victoria fitted with an ESU “Loksound” 

decoder, photo above. It is a good performer and the sound is excellent. It handles 9 bogie coaches 

round my layout with its 1 in 90 gradients with no problem. A handsome loco with good 

performance. A good buy. 

Jubilee Class 4-6-0 

The London Midland Scottish Railway (LMSR) Jubilee Class 3 cylinder locomotive was designed for 

mainline passenger work, with 191 locomotives being built between 1934 and 1936. These engines 

were intended to be an improved taper boiler version of the “Patriot Class”, having small super 

heaters and dome-less boilers similar to the original. Initially performance was disappointing and 

their moderate degree of superheating often left them short of steam and robbed them of much 

of the vivacity of the Patriots. Extensive trials showed that suitable alterations to the blast pipes 

and chimney dimensions greatly improves the steaming capacity of the boiler while later engines 

were built with regulators in the dome, larger super heaters and bigger grates. All the earlier 

locomotives later received these improved boilers. Eight different patterns of tenders were paired 

with these engines.
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When built the locomotives were unnamed and ran for almost a year until 1935 when, to 

commemorate King George V’s Silver Jubilee Year, a locomotive was named Silver Jubilee, this 

giving the name to the class in general. Subsequently other names were then chosen from 

countries of the British Empire, together with former Admirals and Warships and some from 

withdrawn locomotives. 

 

The model on my layout is a new acquisition made by Bachmann UK. It is finished in “LMS 

passenger train” green, numbered 45593 and named Kolhuper. It is a magnificent model with 

much fine detail however its performance leaves much to be desired. It comes with an ESU 

Loksound decoder with good sound quality but has some unnecessarily long time delays. When a 

speed reference is given there is a delay of about 8 seconds before it issues a “toot”, then another 

5-10 second delay before it starts to move. To me this is unacceptable and unrealistic so I am 

working on an improvement. The other issue is that Bachmann still have not made use of the 6 

tender wheels to pick up current. Only the main driver wheels pick up from the track so the loco 

tends to lose contact going over points and diamond crossings with a resultant stop and restart. So 

I have fitted pickups to these tender wheels as well, like Hornby do. Now stalling due to lack of 

contact with the rails is very rare. 

(Ed: - More articles to come).  
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Chasing Steam trains in South Africa. 

By Jean Dulez 

 
1985 Trans Cape Tour (Part Two of more) 

 
In the previous newsletter, I recounted how my car broke down whilst 

Dennis Moore and I following this particular 1985 steam special tour, 

between Willowmore and Klipplaat, in the Eastern Cape. 

 

Whilst I was examining what appeared to be a rear right hand side chassis 

collapse, Dennis has gone to photograph the steam special as it passed 

nearby. Before he had got back to the car, other line side “chasers” came 

past in a cloud of dust, about six of them, all giving us a bemused look, but none venturing to stop 

and help. They were evidently more interested in catching up with the train for their photos, rather 

than wasting time with our problem. The last person, fortunately, did stop in his bakkie. We had 

met him prior, of course, and I remember that he was from PE and his name was Stefan. 

Otherwise, there were probably no more than one or two farm vehicles per hour on this particular 

dirt road.  

 

In those days there was no such things as cell phones, so he offered to give us a ride into the 

nearest town where there was a garage, namely Klipplaat itself, which was still about 70km further. 

We packed what we could in the back and rode three up in front. Such a location in those good old 

days would have seen a broken down car remain untouched on the side of the road, but we still 

packed all unwanted items in the boot. 

 

Further on, we caught up with the train to at least get the rest of the afternoon’s photography 

completed. At the final spot, we were able to join the train passengers at a photo run by at a place 

called Humefield, just outside Klipplaat. I had quite heavy video equipment in those days (camera 

and separate large cassette recorder; camcorders had not yet been invented) hence I was 

positioned lowest on the hillside overlooking the railway line.  

 

The train organiser had forgotten his shortwave on board, so had told the locomotive driver 

directly to start the train when the photographers were all in position. Talk about lack of traffic- 

just as the train came past, a farmer’s bakkie just had to come up the road in front, kicking up a 

long trail of dust!  
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The shot had thus to be repeated- since I was 

closest to the train, I was shouted at to get over 

to the train and relay the instruction for another 

repeat run past, with hopefully no car on the 

road this time. I had to clamber over two not so 

easy barbed wire fences to get on to the 

footplate. I had hardly uttered to the driver 

“Hulle will dié run past weer doen” that he had 

quickly released the brake and started reversing 

the train, such that I hardly had time to 

scramble off the cab steps.  

 

This time, it worked OK, and we travelled on to 

Klipplaat, this being the final photo on this 

section for the day. 

 

In the “good old”  SAR days, this was a busy 

junction between the George- Oudtshoorn and 

Port Elizabeth – Graaff-Reinet lines, but this 

time had already been dieselised for a year or 

two. Our ex Oudtshoorn steam loco was to be 

serviced here and joined by another engine from PE, in order to double head over the heavy climb 

that lay ahead the following day. This was the section from Graaff-Reinet to Middelburg, over the 

spectacular Lootsberg pass. 

 

As often happens, the service stop became a protracted two hour operation, involving water filling, 

cleaning fires and re-coaling of both locomotives. The small loco depot still fortunately had some 

steam facilities, the main one being a functioning coal stage. In later years, steam specials would 

have to rely on water brought along with tanker cars, which would have to be pumped into the 

tender, or use of a municipal hydrant, if you were lucky. Normal 12mm hoses off municipal type 

taps do not work, since the flow is too little and the engine would use as much water as was being 

pumped in. A 50mm hose with sufficient pressure from a fire hydrant would do the job in about 20 

minutes. 

 

With regards re-coaling, once the coal stages became inoperative, or were  dismantled for scrap in 

the later Spoornet  post 1990 era, coal had to be brought along with the train in a DZ, with a 

specially built hydraulic grab in a second open wagon, normally a converted “B” type. 

 

Whilst on this subject of re-coaling, there is another side story which happened to a Union Limited 

tour train about ten years later. By this time, in the “new“ South Africa, Klipplaat had become a 

minor junction, since there was very little traffic on both lines passing through. Most of the 
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facilities had been abandoned by Spoornet, including the now unmanned station, since everything 

now worked on train orders issued from Uitenhage and there was thus no need for any railway 

personnel. The nearby growing squatter camp inhabitants had therefore expectedly stripped 

everything of any use, as we have all seen elsewhere, barring the actual railway line itself. 

 

At this time, the Union Limited was an upmarket tourist train operated by Transnet Heritage, 

employing steam traction where possible. The tours by then had been relocated to start in Cape 

Town. At Klipplaat therefore, the locomotive had to be serviced and re-coaled for the onward leg 

to PE, if I can recall, on this particular long distance trip. 

 

Whilst the DZ of coal was shunted into position onto a second line, so that the coal grab could be 

used to refill the tender, the locals descended on the scene with a vengeance, armed with every 

size bucket they could find. Everything else they had stripped prior from the railways was free, so 

why not help yourself to a wagon load of bonus coal now? 

 
The train manager and staff were utterly dumbstruck by this hoard of thieves, so summonsed the 

local police force. When the cops arrived they just shrugged their shoulders- what were one or two 

constables, equipped with no riot gear, going to do against over fifty locals, since they just could 

not be shot at in this situation?  

 

The issue then was to complete loading the coal into the tender quickly before they could take 

everything out. As it happens in practice, the coal grab can only pick up what’s in the centre of the 

wagon, so coal left on the sides is inaccessible anyhow. In this case, the train staff managed to refill 

the tender fine, whilst the locals enthusiastically helped clean up what was left. By the time the 

train was ready to leave, with the coal wagons shunted onto the rear again, there was not a cobble 

left anywhere in the DZ! 

 
Now back to my own adventure… when we got to Klipplaat, Stefan dropped me and all my gear at 

the only local hotel, since it was decided I would have to stay behind overnight and sort the car out 

eventually. In the meantime, he and Dennis drove on down to the depot to take pics of the locos 

being serviced. Dennis kept his belongings in the bakkie (he had decided the better option of 

abandoning me to my fate in Klipplaat, since the scheduled train overnight stop was further on in 

Graaff- Reinet, where they would be able find a better hotel, no doubt, and continue with the tour 

the following day)  

 
After checking in, I trudged my way wearily up the road in the other direction to find the only local 
garage in town and hopefully get my Ford Escourt towed into town for assessment, hoping that I 
would not be stranded in this dump for more than a day or two. By the time that the Union Limited 
trips had started on this particular route, both the local garage and hotel had been closed by the 
previous white owners. Given the post 1994 situation recounted above, this was hardly surprising. 
 
(To be Concluded) 
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The ALS Icebucket Challenge. 
The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge 

 

 

How many of you have heard, read or seen 

some of the Youtube videos with respect to 

the ALS Ice bucket Challenge? If not, ask 

your kids or grandkids and they will tell you 

all about it.  

 

 

From Wikipedia: - 

The Ice Bucket Challenge, sometimes called the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge, is an activity involving 

dumping a bucket of ice water on someone's head to promote awareness of the disease: - 

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig's Disease) and encourage donations 

to research. It went viral on social media during July–August 2014 worldwide. In the US, many 

people participate for the ALS Association, and in the UK, many people participate for the Motor 

Neurone Disease Association, although some individuals have opted to donate their money from 

the Ice Bucket Challenge to other organizations. 

The challenge encourages nominated participants to be filmed having a bucket of ice water 

poured on their heads and then nominating others to do the same. A common stipulation is that 

nominated participants have 24 hours to comply or forfeit by way of a charitable financial 

donation. 

 

 



Page 17 of 24 

 

If anyone would like to see Glynn’s wife or his daughter taking on this challenge last year, have a 

look at the following two videos: - 

Lindsay Chamberlain ALS Ice Bucket Challenge 

Hayleigh Chamberlain ALS Ice Bucket Challenge 

You may be wondering what this has to do with EMRIG or EMRIG’ers? Well, we have asked for 

article submissions to add content and make this EMRIG newsletter interesting for all, and to date, 

not much has happened. As a matter of fact, nothing! So, the “Water Tower” challenge for 

EMRIG’ers is being introduced. 

How it will work: -  

We will start off with the below article, which is “Train related”, and at the end, the author, in this 

case, Glynn Chamberlain, will “Nominate and Challenge” someone else to do the same, “an article” 

for next month’s newsletter. How does that sound? That person will then do the same for the next 

month and so on. 

As usual, some rules. 

 You either HAVE to participate, OR, make a donation to a charitable organisation. OR both if 
you so wish. However, non-participation is not optional . We want the article… 

 The article can be ANYTHING train related. Model, prototypical, historical, current, funny, 
serious, how to’s, scenery advice, dreams, aspirations...  

 You have “Carte Blanch”. 

 Your article needs to be ready by the end of the 1st week of the next month (Normally you 
have 3 weeks). We try to get the article out by the end of the 2nd week of the month or the 
middle of the month as such. 

 You can only pick 1 (one) person to challenge. Pick wisely. 

 You may not pick one of the current contributors to the newsletter. They are already doing 
articles. 

 You may not pick anyone who has already done this challenge in the last 12 editions. An 
honour board will be shown. 

 If you are not sure who to pick, contact a member of the Committee and they will send you 
an abbreviated (Names only) membership list for you to choose from. 

 If you feel you could challenge someone outside of EMRIG who would be receptive to the 
challenge, then do so, and then assist them in selecting a new challenger. 

 And lastly, the article needs to be between 1 to 2 pages, together with some photos or 
drawings if necessary. Make it interesting. HAVE FUN! 

 Don’t jump to the end of this article and look if you have been nominated by Glynn. Read it 
first. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/lindsay.holtchamberlain/videos/vb.1096231145/10202454716144637/?type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/hayleigh.chamberlain/videos/t.1096231145/10154522866255654/?type=2&theater
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So, without further a-do, here is the first example article by Glynn Chamberlain. 

The EMRIG Water Tower Challenge. 

By Glynn Chamberlain 
 

Can you believe that the 

location of the area and towns 

on my layout were all as a 

result of a tree? Well, believe it.  

Arguably, one of the hardest 

decisions when building a 

layout is where you will modal? 

Ideally, you normally have all 

of this decided before putting 

pen to paper to draw out the 

design, indicating towns, track arrangements and the like. Well, contrary to the norm, I did it ass 

about face, excuse the slang. I wanted trains running and was still wondering where to modal. So, 

in the meantime, I started building my layout month by month after thoughts in my head. 

But what about this tree? Well, after having looked in many “Trains” magazines, I just fell in love 

with Aspen trees. The leaves have a magical golden yellow colour and the trunk is a whitish colour 

with black blotches. Much like the Dalmatian dog. I just had to have these trees! 

Now I know they grow well in the northern areas of the United States, but having never been to 

the states, as far as I was concerned, that area was flat and barren. Let me choose somewhere like 

the Colorado or Texas. Problem was, there are no aspen trees there? Or so I thought!!! During this 

time which was about 10 to 15 year ago, I started interacting with a fellow railroader in the states 

who I met on a forum. His name was Paul Birkholz. He was a true rail fanner and has a website 

( http://www.mtnwestrail.com ) dedicated to his trips mainly around the Pacific Northwest and the 

Montana area. During our interactions and looking at his photos, I soon found out that the 

Northwest was not as flat as I thought and he sent me many photos from the Montana area, 

http://www.mtnwestrail.com/
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showing amazing mountains and scenery together with many of those wonderful Aspen trees. 

Telling Paul about my modelling ideas, he told me about an area he had just visited called Kalispell, 

where there were many “small” industries that were served by the Great Northern in its Heyday. 

This sounded perfect, but there was a problem. I wanted industries for my operation but also 

wanted to be able to realistically 

run my modern, long, 

intermodals, manifest freights 

and passenger trains. Decisions, 

decisions, decisions. Kalispell 

was now a branch line. I 

researched the area on google 

maps and found that the BN 

(BNSF had not merged at this 

time yet) had one of their 

biggest mainlines traversing just 

north of Kalispell and bordering 

the southern part of the Glacier National Park. And believe it or not, there was a large town and a 

crew change point just north of Kalispell called Whitefish. What if I could incorporate Whitefish 

and surroundings into my layout? This I progressively started doing. New names to my towns 

appeared as new sections were laid, and it was any town between Spokane and Great Falls. Then 

as the years rolled by, even the towns names changed as I discovered more interesting info on a 

certain town that made it more attractive to model then a currently named town. 

And so, I have progressively reached a point where I have now finally decided on my locale and 

towns. I can once and for all, replace all the temporary name tags permanently, with the town 

name I have finally selected for that area. 

Now, do you want to know the funny part? Although I have slowly started putting scenery to the 

layout, together with fir trees, I have still to make and place one Aspen tree! However, in the end, I 

will ensure there are Aspen trees on the layout one day. 



Page 20 of 24 

 

This brings my article to an end, 

with you probably wondering 

how and why certain towns were 

incorporated and others not. 

Well, that is another article for 

another time. Probably when I 

get challenged again in 12 or 

more months’ time . 

So, who do I challenge for next 

month’s article? Well, I certainly 

had many names come to the 

fore. Jimmy, Dave, Terrance, 

Doug, Geoff, Kobus, Ron to name but a few. However, the person I have challenged is based on the 

belief I have of this person, that he will take up the challenge with enthusiasm and gusto, showing 

the way and assisting many others of you to take the plunge and jump in, head over heals, when 

nominated. If not he will take a shower under a Water Tower and make a donation to a charity of 

his choice… Hopefully  

So, I Glynn Chamberlain do hereby nominate “Neil Wilson” to the next EMRIG Water Tower 

challenge. 

Oh, and by the way, to everyone else reading, stop laughing and start thinking! Put pen to paper. 

Your turn is definitely coming  He he he he… 

By the way. Did you know that in Canada, the model railroad fraternity, more specifically the 

Operations type modeller that visit friend’s layouts and operate the railroad, fondly refer to a cold 

beer as a Water Tower? 

So, if you ever visit and hear them asking if you would like a Water Tower, you do not need to stand 

there stunned, but quickly say yes!     “Cheers”. 
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EMRIG Workshop / Clinic 
By Kevin Chamberlain. 

 

 

On Sunday 27th September, the club held the first of hopefully many model railroad clinics in one 

of the vacant rooms upstairs at the Northmead Mall.  To say the least, the turnout was fantastic 

with approximately twenty or more members in attendance.   

The topics covered were wide and varied with Colin starting off with basic layout construction and 

bench work techniques, before moving on to the more complex tasks of tracklaying, wiring or 

Digital Command Control as well as different scenery techniques. As the clinic progressed, 

photographs of the techniques and ideas were displayed in the form of a slide show from an 

overhead projector. These photographs were taken by Colin while building his own layout, as well 

as on other people’s layouts during the course of their construction. 

Many questions were asked by the members attending with advice being given by Colin, John 

Burkhardt and other modellers who had gone through the process and faced the same challenges 

while building their own layouts. 

The clinic was a huge success with all those attending enjoying the morning. Tea, coffee and 

biscuits were arranged for the break. 

More clinics such as this are being planned and will be placed on the clubs Calendar. If anyone has 

ideas that they would like to share, or a specific area of the hobby that they would like to know 

more about and need help with, let Colin or one of the committee members know, so it can 

become one of the subjects discussed at a future Clinic. 

 

(Ed: - We are so sorry, but believe it or not, not one single person took a photo or photos of the event! Possibly just 

goes to show you how engrossed everyone was in the talk. Next time hopefully) 
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General 

 

The Donations box. 

On Saturday the 26th September 2015, it was Glynn’s day to be on duty at the club and as such, it 

formed part of the long weekend being Thursday the 24th of September. As normal, Peter Fish also 

attended giving his support (those N gaugers!). Kevin Chamberlain, due to the long weekend, was 

not working and thus also in attendance. And as always, Colin was also down for a short while. 

In effect the committee was in attendance and chatting. One of them eventually piped up and 

questioned when the donations box had last been checked. Not quite sure, Colin mentioned about 

5 to 6 weeks earlier when we cleared out R500+ with a single R200 forming part of that. 

A quick bet ensued with everyone wondering how much would be inside. Most, if not all the guys 

agreed it would not be like last time! If 

anything, somewhere around R200. 

With Colin opening the box, everyone again 

stood in awe as we took in the scene to the 

right! “Nooooo, No ways” was the gasp. After 

counting, it tallied up to R540! Unbelievable! 

And. Yet again, there was a R200 note inside. 

Although most people who have donated this 

money will never see this newsletter, a very 

big thankyou to everyone that has donated 

into this box. EMRIG members are truly 

appreciative of this. 

BTW, the photo is not a copy of the previous 

one. It was honestly taken on the day! 
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Club Diary. 

Sunday, November 14th 

To be confirmed: - Follow up Clinic and work session. Depending on response to Colin TT’s 

suggestion in his column above. Please get back to him. Additional mail and info will follow based 

on feedback. 

Sunday, November 22th 

SciBono Discovery Centre visit. http://www.sci-bono.co.za/ 

Honestly not to be missed. Not just about trains. 

Sunday 29th November 

Possible layout visit. To be advised. Colin will send out separate email.  

Saturday 12th December 

EMRIG Swap meet at Northmead Mall 

____________________________________ 

Club Contact details:- 

 

Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665 

Secretary – Peter Fish – pfish@absamail.co.za 

Treasurer – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665 

Editor – Kevin Chamberlain – kevin.ebotse@gmail.com  

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain – glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 

 

http://www.sci-bono.co.za/
mailto:cttremaine@mweb.co.za
mailto:pfish@absamail.co.za
mailto:cttremaine@mweb.co.za
mailto:kevin.ebotse@gmail.com
mailto:glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com
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Club Banking Details:- 

 

 

Banking details: - 

Bank: -   FNB Northmead Square 

Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 

Account No: -  625 483 74149 

Branch code: -   250 112. Please DO NOT forget to put your name as reference.  

 


