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NEWSLETTER – AUGUST 2015 

Chairman’s news 

It is amazing how time flies when one is happy, healthy and well occupied. August 
2015 already! Judging by the activity at our Paddington Station club room many 
members are very happy, healthy, full of fun and well occupied by either running their 
trains or jabbering away to their fellow members.  With this atmosphere many visitors 
are attracted and come in to admire our handiwork, scenery and the trains.  

Our donation box (Photo on the right) is proving to be 
very fruitful; another R500 was taken out of it last 
Saturday including a R200 note!!. This is amazing, 
some kind visitor really appreciated our set up and was 
exceedingly generous, a big thank you, to you.  Thanks 

also go to the trains and the operating members as you obviously created a 
good ambience to make this visitor very welcome.  

We may be gaining at least 2 new members who have a genuine interest in 
trains, one being a driver of the large steam engines, Class 25s out of De Aar 
and Kimberley, another is starting his layout at home and wants to learn from 
us, and another young engineer who also wants to learn all the technical 
aspects. Also past members who became a little despondent are coming back. 
Welcome to you all. 

With many new members coming to run their trains the tracks have become very congested and have not 
been used properly causing blockage and some friction. So I have drawn up the operating rules and 
procedures, a copy of which I have e mailed to all.  Since then I see that everyone is happy and that the 
yards and mainlines are being used appropriately.  Thanks for your co-operation.  

There are other activities outside of the clubroom that are coming up, including a workshop/clinic/questions 
and answers morning where you will have the chance to learn more about model railways operations, 
protocols, rules, and how to do it demonstrations. So now is your chance to find out how, where and what to 
do, technically, construction wise, whatever.  Please send me your questions and ideas now so that I can 
prepare a suitable response.  Please see the events calendar details below, especially Sunday 27

th
 

September. 

Now that I have had some time to sort out our finances I am glad to say that the cash book/ledger is up to 
date, the members Data Base is just about complete and I know who has paid their subs and who has not. If 
you have not yet paid please do as I will be chasing up those who have not. At the end of this newsletter is a 
list of all paid up members, if you are not on this list please.........cough up?  Alternatively if you do not intend 
to continue your membership please tell me. 

Our monies are now in our new bank account at the FNB Northmead Square.  Account name is Eastern 
Model Railway Interest Group, account No 625 483 74149, branch code 250 112. Please pay by EFT and 
DO NOT forget to put your name as reference so that I know who it is from.  As it is we have one payment 
from unknown person, if this was you then prove it! 
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The lease situation with Northmead Mall has not changed so we remain where we are, rent free for now. 
Undoubtedly this will change when the economy starts to pick up again if not sooner.  I am continually trying 
to set up a meeting so that we can at least have some arrangement put down in writing, an agreed rental etc. 
I do not like uncertainty, do you?  

Our next swap meet is in 2 weeks’ time Saturday 29
th
 August in the Mall in front of Paddington Station. So 

tell your friends, bring lots of money and be early to snap up those bargains. Also help required on the day to 
set out the table, collect the monies from the traders and operate the trains on our 3 layouts. 

The day after our swap meet, Sunday 30
th
 a layout visit has been arranged to Professor Helgard Meyer in 

Lynwood Pretoria, this layout is more of a working museum of South African Railways, Air force and Airways, 
so do not miss this one.  

Regards to all, enjoy your hobby and company of your fellow members 

Colin TT 

____________________________________ 

Layout Visit 

Club Layout Visit to “Gauteng Freemo Group of South Africa”. 

On Sunday the 19th July 2015, the club 
members were invited to the operations 
based modular “Gauteng Freemo Group”. 
As with many modular layouts, the club 
normally sets up during the school 
holidays at a school that will host them. 
This time it was the Panorama Primary 
school in Roodeport. 

Wow, the layout was amazing. The 
length of the run is in excess of 80 
meters and fills both the school hall as 
well as taking a gander through the foyer 
entrance to the hall as well. 

Mike Richardson gave a talk to the 
EMRIG members on the history and 
overview of the layout. The Freemo 
concept originally started off in Germany and was copied in the United States soon after. Freemo means free 
“styled” modules and are primarily single track, meaning the module can go in any direction desired. The 
primary idea behind it all, is just to have an operations based layout. No running round and round in circles. 
Mike said the group started about 4 years ago with about 7 to 8 members, first setting up in Erich Dokupils 

patio, the one time and then his tennis 
court the next. There after they started 
using the likes of St Martins School and 
Panorama primary to name but a few. 

The membership is being limited at the 
moment to 20 members who have 
already created over 120 modules! The 
time period has been set in the 1950’s, 
60’s and 70’s in the mid US. Track is 
Peco code 83 and control is Digitrax. 

Operations are based on the 4 turn Car 
Cards which follow the rolling stock. They 
have on occasion operated with a 
dispatcher, using 2 way radios for 
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communication.  

There was the usual contingent of 
members from EMRIG and they 
definitely had a great time. With the 
number of modules out, one can imagine 
the number of scenes that were available 
to look at. The detailing on the modules 
that were complete were impressive. 
However, it was simply amazing to be 
able to look down long railway lines 
meandering along modules. It certainly 
gave the impression of a branch-line in 
the US. 

To visit the GRGSA website, go to 
https://gfgsa.wordpress.com . 

There are also more photos and a video 
link on the club web site at 
www.emrig.co.za 

____________________________________ 

Loco Review.  By Colin Tanner-Tremaine 

 

I have recently obtained from Hattons of Liverpool a brand new Hornby Britannia “Clive of India” with 
Loksound V4 sound decoder fitted. The sounds are fantastic and genuine; they were recorded from sister 
Britannia “Oliver Cromwell” that is preserved and in main line operating condition.  The model is full of detail 
and looks superb.  It is a heavy model weighing 380 grams and is the heaviest model of a British steam loco 
that I have come across. As the boiler is large I suspect that Hornby have not only put in a larger motor but 
the gearbox must have a higher ratio too. The result is excellent slow speed running, a realistic full throttle 
speed and a high drawbar tension. It is the only steam loco that I have that can pull 10 mainline bogie 
coaches round my layout including the 1 in 90 inclines with no sign of slip or speed reduction.  

 

https://gfgsa.wordpress.com/
http://www.emrig.co.za/
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The BR “Britannia” Pacific Class 7P6F 4-6-2 were built at Crewe works between 1951 and 1954, 55 engines 
being built. The locomotive weighed 94 tons and the tender type BR1 49 tons or type BR1D 54.5 tons. 
Design boiler pressure of 250 psi, 2 cylinders of 20” diameter and 28” stroke. At 85% boiler pressure a 
tractive effort of 32,150 lbs was produced.  They were used in all regions of British Rail mainly on express 
passenger trains. The last to be withdrawn was 70013 “Oliver Cromwell” which is now preserved and is 
frequently used on mainline tourist trains. 

____________________________________ 

Club Diary. 

Saturday 29
th

 August (Confirmed) 

Coming up in two weeks’ time on the 29
th
 August will be EMRIG’s third swap meet for the year at our club 

premises. Please come along and visit. As always, we need members to assist with setting up the tables on 
the Friday afternoon, sorting out the tables again on the Saturday morning together with placing all the 
tablecloths from 07h00 sharp, as well as dismantling at 12h00. As they say, many hands make light work. So 
if you can assist, please do so. Colin TT will communicate the finer details to everyone closer to the time. 

Sunday 30
th

 August (Confirmed) 

As Colin has alluded to in his Chairman’s write up, we will be visiting the layout of Professor Helgard Meyer 
in Lynwood Pretoria, this layout is more of a working museum of South African Railways, Air force and 
Airways, so do not miss this one. As always, if transport is an issue, car sharing etc is arranged from 
Northmead Mall. 

Sunday 13
th

 September (Confirmed) 

Layout visit to Johan Leeflang’s Swiss Mountain railways 

Sunday 27
th

 Spetember 

EMRIG workshop/clinic 

____________________________________ 

Club Contact details:- 

Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665 
Secretary – Peter Fish – pfish@absamail.co.za 
Treasurer – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665 
Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain – glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Editor – Kevin Chamberlain – kevin.ebotse@gmail.com 

____________________________________ 

PTO 
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Banking details: - 

Bank: -    FNB Northmead Square 
Name: -   Eastern Model Railway Interest Group 
Account No: -  625 483 74149 
Branch code: -   250 112. Please DO NOT forget to put your name as reference. 

Current membership list 

Ackermann D. J. Dirk 

Anstis C Colin 

Brinkley S Shane 

Brunt R Bob 

Buchanan D Douglas 

Burkhardt H J John 

Chamberlain G Glynn 

Chamberlain K Kevin 

Dawson B Brian 

Dulez J Jean 

Fish P.A  Peter 

Fouche N. Nick 

Henry J John 

Kingsburgh J G Geoff 

Kruger J Jan 

Langford D S Doug 

Leppard S Simon 

Lowe* V Vic 

Marais H Hansie 

Marx T Terence 

Mattushek J Jimmy 

McLuskie  J Jim  

Ostrofsky H Z Harry 

Phieffer* P Pete 

Poole R Ron 

Shepherd C M H Clive 

Tanner-Tremaine C Colin 

Unknown     

Van den Berg W William 

van Rensburg  G Gary 

Walker* D Dave 

Wilson  N Niel 

Woodhead* B Bob 

Wynne D Dave 

 


