
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER – JULY 2014 
 
 

Message from the Chairman. 
 
The past 2 months May and June have seen much activity on our layouts, the new EMRIG trains are up and 

running with no problems now, (I spent some time re aligning track and doing some maintenance on the 
trains); we have a new donations box as requested, and kindly donated by Kobus, Many thanks to him. Its 

first week collected R130, the second R70 and there will probably be some more in it now. 
 

On the 31st May we hosted our second swap meet on behalf of the model railway fraternity and by all 

accounts it was the best ever, I have received several accolades from traders and the public so well done to 
all who participated. The management and owners of the Mall are also impressed. Again it was a record 

breaking day for many of the tenants!! 
The last week of June was a very stressful one for me and I was glad that it ended with a great layout visit 

to Kevin and Charlene’s home to relax and mingle with friends.  The week started with our elderly cat having 
to undergo an operation to remove some teeth, the chances of survival was 50/50, but she survived, next a 

birdie at the Mall told me that Virgin Active were going to lease our premises so we would have to move out 

in a couple of months time, Then on Wednesday I received our monthly rental shop bill which included 
R9,200 for electricity.. OUCH.  Thursday I was in Pretoria working on the Professors layout and Friday my 

wife was panicking as she was flying off to Europe with a School tour the next day!!   
 

The Virgin Active story I do not believe will happen as they have a large gym on Pioneer Drive about a 

kilometre down to road and that there is another gym about a kilometre up O’Reilly Merry and another very 
close by.  I suspect that the Mall owners are trying to get them to come in as Planet Fitness who were after 

this shop for the last 2 years have not come up with the money. So I do not worry about this rumour.  
Besides if it were true I am sure that Sophia would have told me. 

As for the rental bill and the R9,200 electricity bill, on Friday Sophia told me that it was a big mistake and 
that she would sort it out.  Then Saturday off to the Airport and now I am at home alone for the next 14 

days with 4 horses, 2 dogs, 23 chickens and a convalescing cat to look after, and myself.  Thank goodness 

that I can now relax with my trains and EMRIG buddies. 
 

 

Layout visit 29th June 2014 
 

Once again the members of EMRIG were invited to see a home layout, this one being heavily under 
construction at the home of Kevin and Charlene Chamberlain in Ebotse Golf and Country Estate.  They have 

not been in the house for long so after some considerable thinking and planning the model railway 
construction crew started physical work in October 2012. Progress was slow as Kevin has full time 

employment which keeps him very busy.  However with some pressure from our events manager he agreed 

to an open day in May, but as time got closer he was on bended knee asking for a one month extension, 
hence the day was set for the last Sunday in June. 

 



Altogether there were 10 visitors all of whom spent considerable time studying what had been built so far. 

Located in the spare bedroom the layout is up against 2 walls and forms an L shaped layout but with 3 levels 

of track.  Change in elevation between these layers are 2 large, for N gauge, multi turn spirals one at each 
end.  In between them on the bench work are plans for various stations and freight yards, typical industrial 

areas that are so common to American Railroads.  The location is Burlington Northern in the Seattle-Tacoma 
area in the modern era so heavy Diesels and freight trains are present with several shunting opportunities as 

well as long runs through the countryside, and of course some massive mountains to hide those 2 spirals. 

 
 

  
 
A multi level spiral approx 1.2 metre in diameter 

Average slope incline about 2% 

 
One corner of the 3 levels of track and soon to come 

infrastructure? 

 
Control is naturally DCC using 2 Digitrax Zephyr command stations, one of which is set up as a booster.  This 

is considered necessary as the total length of track is over 90 metres, yes 90 metres so volt drop is one issue 
but power district separation is also considered necessary. 

So Kevin has his trains running, (on a plank?)  with all the scenery and other railroad infrastructure still to 
come. What fun he is going to have!! 

 

  
 
The second 5 turn spiral, 1.2 metre diameter 

 
General view of the occupant of the spare room! 

 
You will notice from the photos and especially when seeing the wood and metal work up close that it has 

been professionally designed and cut, making a very neat and secure frame. Kevin is a senior “designer” at 
the company so has access to draughting facilities and the machinery needed to cut and drill the metal 

frames, beams brackets etc and also the plywood based track base and bench work.  The end result is a 

professional solid base for a reliable model railroad. 
 



 
 

Track on a plank , yes but a fine start to an extensive N gauge model railroad with plenty of operational 
opportunities 
 

 
 

So this is how to start a model railroad, gain permission from family for the territory, write up a wish list, a 

need to have list, much planning, design and build it professionally and carefully.  Well done Kevin we look 
forward to seeing it progress. 

Many thanks to Charlene as well for allowing us into her home, for the excellent choice of snacks, goodies 
and drinks for all but mostly for allowing her hubby Kevin to have sole use of the spare room for his passion, 

the Burlington Northern in N scale in model form. 

 

Club News. 
 
This weekend we were again invited to a hobby and model show at the Greenstone Mall by Sandy, the 

manager of Alladins Cave. 

As usual, the members met at the Club on Friday evening to load all the exhibition modules and transport 
them to Greenstones. As with all our shows, we drew much attention with many visitors stopping to look at 

the trains running and the amazing detail being added to the HO layout by Johan. 
It was not as busy as last year but those that did come, enjoyed what they saw. 



It is becoming a difficult task to transport the HO modules to the shows that we attend. After a brief 

discussion with Kobus and Johan, I will be taking on the task of designing and manufacturing a bracket and 

trolley system to bolt the two balloon modules together as well as a box system for the four middle modules. 
 

Once these parts have been built, I feel that it would be a good idea for the two Exhibition modules to be 
dismantled and packed on the Saturday before the show. This can be done towards the end of the normal 

Saturday session. 

 

Glynn’s musings: - The secret to clean track and wheels: - 
 
Find something that works for “YOU”. 

 

What!!! I hear you say. 
 

I have come to the conclusion that there is no specific and universal way to keep track and wheels clean. 
You have to experiment and find something that works for you, where you are, and what you run. Let me 

tell you my story. 

 
Back in 1998, I formed part of the newly created Cape Town N-Trak club. Together with a bunch of other 

great guys, we built modules and laid track to be able to run our trains. As you probably know, Cape Town 
houses do not always cater for the expansive layouts we would like. My wife in her ramblings secured us the 

Goodwood community hall for one weekend every month and we had a great time. 

 
With running monthly on a much larger layout then the small boards at home, the stuttering of trains soon 

started. Our bright boys did a lot of work. As usual, someone read about a product called “Goo Gone”. 
Basically a household cleaner of sorts in the United States, but none the less, they were talking about it. So, 

we all purchased some and put it to work on the layout. Wow, the stuff certainly worked. Track and wheel 
cleaning was greatly reduced to a point where it was not a hassle to clean wheels and track once in a long 

while. Life was good. 

 
Fast forward to 2002, we had now moved back to Johannesburg and managed to build a purpose built 

layout room. Wood was down and track was laid again. Part of the layout included the N Track yard I had 
built in Cape Town. I continued using my trusted and sworn too “Goo Gone”, however, over a time period of 

a year or so, the stuff just did not seem to work so well. It got to the point where I just became frustrated. 

Google had been around a while by then and was quickly turning into my friend. Browsing all the forums, 
one of them mentioned a product called CRC 2-26. An electrical contact spray that was now becoming the 

in-thing. I thought what the hell. Let’s give it a try. 
 

I purchased some from an electrical store in Benoni and I sprayed some onto a folded rag and wiped the 
track down. It was amazing, there were two solid black stripes on the rag as though a 28 wheeler truck had 

been dragged down the rag with all his breaks locked. It was amazing. Trains instantly ran better and I was 

happy again. However, the happiness was short-lived. Within a week, the trains started stuttering again. 
Another go with the CRC 2-26 and same as before. Solid black stripes. After about 2 months of this, I 

started thinking, “Man, the air in Johannesburg is REALY dirty”. I need to do something to totally insulate the 
room from any dust! However, before that happened, over the next 3 to 4 months, I noticed the black marks 

continually getting less and less to the point where I only did this clean once every two or so months. 

 
I deduced what had happened is that when I started this process, there was literally tons of dirt on every 

single wagon wheel I had on the layout. With the first application of CRC 2-26 on the rails, the product 
transferred to all the wagon wheels and started softening the dirt up. During this process, with the dirt 

loosening up and it would transfer back onto the rails and thus the reason for the dirty rags all the time. As 
time passed and the dirt had finished transferring off the wheels and onto the rail, each wipe slowly but 

surely eliminated all the dirt from the wheels and track until the rag was relatively clean after wiping the 

layout rails. 
 

To this day, I still use CRC 2-26 on my layout with very pleasing results. However, I do still give the track a 
clean every two or so months. Honestly, I have never cleaned loco wheels in well over 8 years. However, 

again, over the last few months, I noticed firstly one, then another of my locos starting to splutter. Oh dear, 

this will be major surgery and need the engine stripped and cleaned to repair. It could not be wheels!? They 
have been fine for years. 



 

Murphy was sitting on my shoulder and said, take a look at the wheels. A cursory look and everything looked 

fine. But wait… I pulled out my magnifier and took a closer look. On just one or two of the 12 wheels on the 
loco, dirt had built up!!! I did my paper towel and methylated spirits clean of the wheels and the loco was 

running like new. 
 

To sum up, I have come to the conclusion you must experiment. Things like where you stay (atmosphere), 

what gauge you run, what type steel you use for your rail and a host of other factors will all make a 
difference in how quickly or not so quickly you wheels get dirty. Everyone has their tried and tested solution 
they swear by. Find yours. 
 
Now, for me, there is another thread on the net about a product called No-Ox-ID. Reading the reports, this 

stuff is the best in the world. My track cleaning will move from months to years. So, I have some on order 

and will give it a try and let you know one day. To see the thread, go to this link: - http://model-railroad-
hobbyist.com/node/7169 
 
As I said though, experiment and find what works for you. 

 
Club Diary. 
 

The clubs events calendar has been completed by Colin. The remainder of the year is going to be extremely 
busy. Details can be seen on the web site and under the events below. 

 

Layout Visits 
 

27th July – Layout visit to Rand Model Railway Club in Observatory 
28th September – Graham Guthrie's computer controlled Marklin Layout 

 

Events 
 

18th - 21st September – Expo at AFB Waterkloof. 
11th - 13th October – Model Train Expo in Randburg. N Gauge Guild 20th Birthday Celebration. 

 
Club Classifieds 
 
If you have anything to sell or swop, or if you are looking for any model railway related items. Please e-mail 

me the details and I will include it in the next monthly newsletter. 
 

…............. 

 
 

Contact details:- 
 

Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665 

Secretary – Peter Fish – pfish@absamail.co.za 
Treasurer – Theuns Wessels – theunswessels@telkomsa.net 

Editor – Kevin Chamberlain – kevin.ebotse@gmail.com 
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