
NEWSLETTER – MAY 2014 

Message from the Chairman.

I am glad to see that all appears to be well within our model railway club, no gripes no moans but just

happy people enjoying the facilities that EMRIG has to offer. Every Saturday there are several trains running,

many visitors and plenty of activity so thanks to all who come and contribute.  Wednesday attendance is not
so good understandably and not  so many visitors so I find it  a good time to carry out some essential

maintenance and other work.

Our website is also a great success as we are receiving many hits and subsequent enquiries. I must receive

at least 3 phone calls a week from interested persons wanting information about model railways and I can

confidently direct them to our website for further information. As a result we are gaining more visitors and
new members. I am adding more information to our website, our Constitution and Module Standards are

now on the ABOUT US page,  and more  links,  suppliers  and articles  are being added too. I  have also

considered adding a BUY and SELL page where members can advertise their items for sale and also post

items that they are looking for. Any comments? Is this a good idea?  I can publish these requests on the web

within 24 hours of receiving your e mailed request.

Our situation at the Mall is I am glad to say sound; I on behalf of EMRIG have a legal lease agreement with

the property company and we pay a monthly rental.  The property management and representatives of the

owners frequently come to “inspect” the Mall; I have taken the opportunity to talk to them and all  are

content with our presence and the increase in persons coming into the Mall. As a result of our success with

the swapmeet in March I was requested to hold a swapmeet every month!  This is not possible but it has

been agreed that we hold another one at the end of May, Saturday 31st so once again please come and
support this popular event.

The Exhibition Layouts will be in operation on that day and the H0/00 will stay operational as a DC layout for

the foreseeable future. Johan de Villiers is busting his gut to get the other 2 “missing” modules completed by

the 24th May when it is planned to set it all up and running again.  The N gauge layout will also be improved

before then, (scenery wise?) and there are plans to connect  it  to Ron Poole’s  wall  layout.  That  will  be
interesting?

It was suggested that an H0/00 train be purchased by EMRIG for use of all members but especially for the N

Gauge duty men so that there will also be a train running on the main layout as well as their N Gauge layout.

The response to this idea has been very positive so there are now 4 BR MK1 Maroon passenger coaches

sitting on Platform 1 waiting for me to obtain a suitable loco. They were in operation on the layout on
Saturday and they performed with no problems. The coaches are from the CNA model railway promotion so

if anyone else is willing to donate more then they are available at all CNA branches at R39.95 each. A train of

8 behind a Black 5 would be good.  We intend to add lettering to the coaches EMRIG Model Railways,

Located at Northmead Mall or similar message so any more suggestions.  We already have an offer to

add these to the coaches. No reason why the continental and South African modellers could not also donate

a train of their liking as well.  Any offers??



It has also been suggested that an EMRIG tool box be procured with essential tools such as screw drivers,

long nose pliers, side cutters, track pins, spare fish plates etc so that those at the layout can carry out simple

tasks without me or another tool equipped member being present  with our full  toolkit.  Your comments
welcomed, donations accepted. 

Same applies to a donations box; this should be a safe and secure lockable enclosure into which visitors can

leave a donation, or suggestion. I suggest that it be securely bolted to a layout module close to the door.

Comments, suggestions and donations welcomed.  In the past few weeks I have been handed R140 as

donation to the club by spectators who have enjoyed their visit.

The highlight of the month is our layout visits to member’s home layouts and that of others. The events

calendar is filling up so keep the last Sunday of every month free.  Also we have been invited to exhibit our

layouts at several other shows, it may involve some hard work but it is fun and fulfils one of the clubs

missions, that is to promote the interests in model railways and all that it involves. 

Okay so that is enough from me, thanks to all members who come and participate and add value to our

wonderful world of model railways, our membership is growing, and we all have fun.

Hobbitech Hobby Show – April 2014 

The annual Hobbitech show that is held in Benoni at the John Barrable Hall has come and gone. 

A number of members met at the club on the Friday afternoon to move the modules to the hall and help set

up. It did not take long before both the N Scale and HO layouts were in position with the skirting up and

ready for action. 

Those  of  us  in  attendance  had  an enjoyable  weekend  and  as  is  always  the  case,  received  numerous

compliments from the organisers and visitors alike. Our two layouts are without a doubt, the main attraction

at the show each year and is something to be proud off. 



The  show forms  a  perfect  platform to  introduce  our  wonderful  hobby  to  new people,  Peter  took  this

opportunity to give the youngster in the photo below a chance to run a train around the N scale layout.
Hopefully he will be getting a train set under the Christmas tree this year. 

Time passed in a flash and before long, the weekend was over and it was time to pack up. With the help of

all the members present, it did not take long before all the modules were taken apart and transported back
to the club. 

One of the highlights of our HO exhibition layouts is to follow the progress being made by Johan with the

scenery. Every time that the layout is re-assembled, another scene has been completed and to say the

least , is truly awesome...

Proof of Johan's workmanship is show below. 



New Members. 

Since our move back to Northmead Mall, the implementation of our own website, our attendance at a few
shows and the swap meets, there has been a pleasant increase in the interest shown towards the hobby and

our club in particular. 

The result of this is that the club has signed on a few new members in the last few months. 

 

A very warm welcome goes out to these new members. I hope the club offers you the opportunity to enjoy

your hobby more. It will be great to see you down at the club on Saturday's or Wednesday's and also to
share your experiences and projects. 

Club News. 

As Colin mentioned in his letter and following the suggestion by the N Gauge guys on duty, a club train is

being assembled for the HO layout. Colin bought a few coaches from CNA that were being sold on a model
train promotion. A locomotive will now be purchased to complete the train. 

John  Burkhardt  has  kindly  offered  to  install  a  Decoder  into  the  loco  and  Ralph  Davey  has  offered  to

customise the coaches with additional stripes and Decals. Thank you to all of those involved in making this

possible. 

After finally completing the benchwork on my home layout and having a fair amount of timber remaining, I
will soon start construction of an “adaptor” module to connect the N Scale exhibition module to Ron Poole's

wall module. This will give the N Scalers the possibilities of using both layouts at the same time. 

 

Club Diary.

Colin is presently working on the club calendar for the remainder of the year. There are a number of events
being planned which should make the second half of this year a busy one. Once complete, it will be sent out

to all the members. This information will also be added to the club diary in the newsletter and also posted

on the club website. 

The following events are confirmed for the immediate future.  

Layout Visits

29th June – Kevin Chamberlain's N Scale Burlington Northern in Seattle. ( Postponed for a month as I will not

have my layout to an acceptable point of completion before the end of this month )  

Events

31st May – Swap Meet to be held at Northmead Mall starting at 9:00am. 

Club Classifieds 

If you have anything to sell or swop, or if you are looking for any model railway related items. Please e-mail
me the details and I will include it in the next monthly newsletter. 

….............

The EMRIG website needs your help!

Wouldn’t it be nice to know some of the history behind Emrig? Who started it, how did it start, who were 

some of the chairmen, where did the club move to and when? Where did the standards come from, who 

developed them, how did the name come about?

The website would like to put this information up under a “History” page.

So, if any of the members old and new can contribute any information, please write it down and send it in.



It does not need to be a detailed exhaustive document. But if you are willing to do this, all the better. 

Something with just a year, possibly a month and then the occasion. I.e.: -

2011?:  Moved from shop in Northmead mall to shop in Checkers centre

2013:  Colin Tanner-Tremaine re-elected Chairman

2014: Checkers centre was closed for renovations and asked to leave. Moved back to shop in Northmead 

mall.

As there may be some conflicting submissions, once they stop coming in, they will be combined and 

redistributed to those persons who made the submission to stretch the memory muscles and either agree or 

disagree with the document. So, once complete and there is some form of agreement, the website can 

publish it to one of its pages.

Please email any information you may have to Glynn Chamberlain at: - glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com

If would be appreciated if any information can be sent in by the end of May. This will be collated and 

redistributed during June and hopefully published in the newsletter at the end of June before being posted 

to the web.

Seen on the Rails. 

The photo below was submitted by Colin. 

The intention is correct, the thought was good, but the result if applied in this application will certainly not 

have the desired result. All we do now is wait for the train. 

Please remember... Please bookmark the Emrig website on your PC's and keep going back to see the latest

news. 

Wed Address – www.emrig.co.za



Contact details :-

Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665

Secretary – Peter Fish – pfish@absamail.co.za

Treasurer – Theuns Wessels – theunswessels@telkomsa.net

Editor – Kevin Chamberlain – kevin.ebotse@gmail.com 


