
NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2014 

After all the excitement of the previous month when the clubs big move to our new premises took place, the

month of March gave all the members the opportunity to settle down and enjoy the results of our efforts and

hard work by running their trains on the new layouts. 

The turnout of members, as well as visitors to the club on a Saturday morning has been excellent. It is a
pleasing site to see up to a dozen members at the same time in the middle of the HO layout with their trains

either making their way around the layout, or taking a break to have a chat while their trains are parked in

the yard waiting for their chance to make the trip. 

It is also enjoyable to see the look on the faces of our visitors, adults and children alike, when they look on

in amazement at what we have achieved. 

Colin has wired the HO exhibition layout in such a way that members with trains that do not have DCC

capabilities can come along and also have the opportunity to run a train.   

A thank you also goes out to Glynn and Peter for keeping the N Scale flag flying on the occasional Saturday. 

Our next big event is this weekend when we meet at the club on Friday afternoon to take our exhibition
layouts to Barrable Hall for this years Hobbitech show, organized by Rotary. As before, we are sure to be one

of the feature attractions. 

Any assistance from the members to transport and set up on the Friday, as well as break down and move

the modules back to the club an Sunday afternoon will be greatly appreciated. 

Colin has circulated a basic roster for the operating times on the layout over the two days so he should be

contacted should you wish to run a train on any of the two days. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  we  have  with  the  management  at

Northmead Mall, the club will still be open for business as usual with Colin being in attendance. So for those

members who would still like to run a train but do not want to attend hobbitech, please join Colin at the

club. 

In closing, I would like draw your attention to the fact that we have organised another Swap Meet at the

Club premises on Saturday 31st May. Please make a note in your diary. We will be sending out reminders

closer to the time. 



Layout Visit.

On the 30th March, fifteen members of the club met at Northmead Mall  and took a trip out to see the
amazing layout of Pramod Maken in Bakerton Springs. 

Pramod has a purpose built room measuring fourteen by eight meters which he has filled with a South

African based layout concentrating on freight and passenger movements from Durban to Gauteng. 

The scene that welcomes the visitor when they reach the top of the stairs leading up to the train room is

Durban harbour with two large ships moored to the piers, as well as a tug boat in the middle and an old
time sailing ship which could be used for excursions.  

If you were to drive a train around the layout, you would start in the massive yard on the right hand side of
the room. You would then proceed around a large bend, travel over the double bridges which span the inlet

to the Durban harbour and then travel next to the Durban station, ( which Pramod did mention is a model of

the old Durban Station). 

As you pass the station, a very busy city scene can be seen in the background. 



After the train leaves Durban on its way up to Gauteng, it passes a refinery and then proceeds past a large

mine complex across the tracks from a well stocked yard full of South African diesel locomotives.  

From here, the train proceeds around the corner at the far end of the layout and travels past a massive steel

foundry before ending up in the yard again. 

 
Pramod's goal for his layout was to be able to represent train traffic making the trip from Durban to Gauteng

in the space he has available. In his HO world, this has been achieved. The scenery is almost complete with

only a few small areas still to be done. 

He was operating his layout using the Digitrax DCC system with positions for two operators on either side of

the room. While we were there, Pramod had four trains running on the long double mainline. 

For those members that went along, the day was most enjoyable. 

A big thank you goes out from all of us to Pramod for the invitation to see his pride and joy.  



Club Diary 

The following events have been planned for the future. Some of them are pending and will be confirmed
closer to the time. Refer to the Calender on the club website for events that may be arranged before the

next edition of this newsletter is released. 

Layout Visits

25th May – Kevin Chamberlain's N Scale Burlington Northern in Seattle. 

Events

5th & 6th April – Benoni Hobbytech Show at the John Barrable hall in Rynfield Benoni. 

31st May – Swap Meet to be held at Northmed Mall starting at 9:00am. 

Club Classifieds 

If you have anything to sell or swop, or if you are looking for any model railway related items. Please e-mail

me the details and I will include it in the next monthly newsletter. 

….............

As the members who went to Pramod's layout visit  can confirm, it is most  enjoyable to visit  the other

members homes to see what they have done on their layouts. If you would like to host us for the day and

show us your layout, please contact Colin to make arrangements.  

Keep in mind that the club will be open from 9:00am to 1:00pm on Wednesdays and between 9:00am and

4:00pm on Saturdays. 

In addition … Please bookmark the Emrig website on your PC's and keep going back to see the latest news. 

Wed Address – www.emrig.co.za

Hope to see you there. 
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