
 

NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2014 

 

A warm welcome to all the members and compliments of the season to you all. It is hard to 

believe that the first month of this year has already gone by in a flash. I hope that your 

Christmas wishes came true in the scale of your choice. 

The clubs AGM was held three weeks ago during which I was tasked with the duty of Editor 

of this newsletter. A big thank you goes out to the club chairman, Colin who kept this 

publication up to date in the past.  

It looks like this year will be a busy and exciting one for the club, details of which are 

highlighted in Colin's report below.  

 

Message from the Chairman: - 

With an attendance of 19 persons and 3 apologies at the AGM out of 24 paid up members, 

indicates that these members are keen and concerned about the club and its activities. 

Thanks for your presence. I have been disappointed with poor attendance at our functions 

but with only 24 active members I am wrong as 12-15 usually come. The problem is with 

the other 40 odd people who were active members; they are all on my distribution list so 

why are they not partaking in the club anymore? Something we must look into. 

The AGM went well, some good discussions and contributions from the members, especially 

the volunteers Kevin and Glynn for Newsletter Editor, Peter Fish for Secretary and Theuns 

Wessels staying on as Treasurer. Thanks to all for taking some of the load. The big 

disappointment was that there was no one prepared to take over as chairman, but with the 

new blood on the committee I gladly carry on for at least one more year. 

Our club room location is about to change, the Checkers Mall is now completely dead and I 

am awaiting the contract for the Northmead Mall “tenancy” to be sent to me. If we can get 

the area that I have asked for then we can actually have enough space for our current 

layouts. See my proposal attached. This is first prize without a doubt.  Also being planned is 

a layout visit for February 23rd and March 30th. We also have the move to Northmead Mall 

planned for Saturday 15th Feb and the Swap Meet on 1st March.  Then there is Hobbitech in 

May, a model train show at Randburg in September, Greenstone possibly in July school 

holidays and an exhibition at the Air Force Base Waterkloof also in September, so another 



busy year on the drawing board.  See the Events Calendar for more information. Your 

committee is busy! 

Regards, 

Colin TT 

 

From the Editor: - 

As we can see from the above report, we have an exciting itinerary lined up. 

The first call of duty will be to move all our modules from the existing premises in the 

Checkers Centre to the new shop in the Northmead Mall. Colin is awaiting confirmation from 

the Centre Management, but it looks as though the weekend of the 15th & 16th of February 

will be a go. 

As always, many hands make light work, so please come along and help with the move. We 

can all meet at the Checkers Centre to start dismantling the layouts, then Kobus, myself and 

any other members (with suitable transport) can start moving the modules across.  

One team can then follow us to Northmead Mall to start assembling while another team can 

continue dismantling at Checkers. I am sure a system will be worked out on the day. 

The next big event will be the Swapmeet held at the new club premises on Saturday 1st 

March from 08:00 to 12:00 in the morning. Hope to see you all there looking for those 

bargains to add to your collections. 

The last activity that is confirmed at the moment is the annual Hobbitech show at the John 

Barrable Hall in Benoni. This year it will be held over the weekend of the 5th & 6th April. 

Again we urge as many of the members to come along and help get the two exhibition 

layouts moved from the club premises to the hall on the Friday, and back again on the 

Sunday evening. 

As can be seen from the Club Diary below and Colin's club calendar, there are many other 

events in the pipeline which still have to be confirmed.. 

   

Layout Visit: - 

Last month Colin hosted the first of the layout visits this year. Thank you Colin for inviting us 

all to your home to see the progress on your layout and join you for a braai afterwards. An 

enjoyable day was had by all. 



 

 

The last time I went to see Colin's layout was over ten years ago so could not remember 

much from then. 

On appearance, Colin's layout looks complete, but as we all know, a layout is never 

complete. There is always a modification to do here or something to add there. A layout 

owner always finds something to change or improve on their own layout. 

 

 



Colin started construction on his OO Scale Empire in 1996. He has based his layout on a 

small part of the West Coast mainline in England concentrating on the Stafford, Rugby and 

Crewe areas. The era is set in the 1960's with a pleasant mix of Steam and early Diesel 

making an appearance. 

Operations are interesting with passenger trains and heavy freight traffic sharing the rails.  

Colin mentioned that he intends to implement an operations timetable on his layout where 

other members can join him to run trains according to a schedule. 

The majority of the rail traffic originates in the major Station of Stafford, (pictured above) 

with trains making their way around the layout through the typical English countryside with 

rolling green hills covered with farmland, through the second major station on the layout 

and then on to the small country stations along the way. 

 

 

Two highlights of the day on the layout were firstly when Colin took his Garret for a trip 

around the layout. It is an amazing model of a locomotive that was a monster in its time. 

The detail is amazing and is notably a new favourite in Colin's collection. 



  

 

Secondly, Colin has fitted a camera into the cab of one of his diesel locomotives, which he 

offered to members to drive around the layout. 

The camera is connected wirelessly to a Television positioned at one end of the layout. It 

gave a new dimension to the hobby with an operator being able to sit on a chair in front of 

the TV and drive a train around the layout. It was amazing to see the layout from this 

perspective. 

A big thank you again to Colin and Rosemary for a wonderful day.. 

 

General: - 

As has been the experience of many of the members, the layout visits to the other members 

homes is proving to be an enjoyable day out. It not only gives us the opportunity to see 

what progress has been made on the individual layouts, but it also gives us an opportunity 

to get together and catch up on all the latest news and to socialise in general.  

With this in mind, we will be asking those members with layouts to again open their doors 

and give those of us that would like to, the opportunity to come and see your work.  

As ten or more members have home layouts in different stages of completion, it should 

mean that we will get to see the progress of your layout every twelve to fifteen months, if 

shows and Swap Meets etcetera are also taken into account. 



According to Colin's calendar. The following layouts will be open to us over the next few 

months.  

 

• 23rd February - The Wilson's Pine Valley Layout -- To be confirmed 

• 30th March -  Pramod Maken,s Layout in Springs -- To be confirmed 

• 25th May - Kevin Chamberlain's N Scale Burlington Northern.  

 

In conclusion, I would like to ask all the members who would like to contribute to the 

newsletter in any form, whether it be an article of interest, or should you have anything you 

would like to try and sell, please send me an e-mail so I can include it in the next edition. 

Glynn has mentioned that he is putting together an interesting article about Back EMF.  

Until the next edition. Go well and keep training.  

 

Kevin Chamberlain - Editor  
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