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NEWSLETTER – December 2012 
 

At this time of year time seems to fly by twice as fast; probably because holiday time is approaching and one 
becomes more relaxed as one does not have to rush off to the workplace. So we have more time at home, or 
away on holiday. My theory why time seems to pass by so quickly is that we actually become busier at this time 
of year, especially if we stay at home for Christmas.  It is amazing where all the little tasks come from when the 
wife has you at home all day, such as curtain rails, cooker doors, the Christmas Tree, the gate motor, grass 
cutting around the plot etc etc.  Then on top of all that it is an opportunity to do something on your model railway 
like more trees, hedges to grow, fences to make, sort out that sticky point and finish the signals.  It never ends 
does it? 

So now I have put all that aside and sat down to finish this Newsletter. It has been another busy month  

Report Backs 

Layout Visit to Paul Jacksons “Tall Trees Timber Railway” Sunday 25th November. 
 
Another fine day saw many members come to the Jackson Homestead to see what progress Paul has made on 
his model railway:  considerable especially in the mountain scenery sections of the narrow gauge logging lines. 
The little Shays and Climax’s look well in the rugged mountain terrain that Paul has created so well. There is 
also a proliferation of Tall Trees as can be seen in the photographs.  
 

 
 
This logging line is built on a shelf above the standard gauge main line and is effectively a separate layout. It is 
however possible to drive a train, narrow gauge from this top level down to lower level via the precarious 
mountain-side switch-backs. 
 
Paul has built a separate wooden room specifically for his model railroad, complete with workshop space, a 
viewing area cum bar and air-conditioned.  All very comfortable, away from the house and out of Michelle’s hair?   
The H0 main line runs around the room with a lift out bridge to allow easy access for humans. During the past 
year a spectacular wooden bridge for the narrow gauge has been built and at a lower level is a steel girder 
bridge that carries the main line over the same gorge, fully scenicked and very attractive, well done Paul 
 



 
 

 
The mountain side switch back that enable the logging trains to descend from the mountains to the river side 
timber yard. 
 
Paul is also very passionate about his trees. As he believes in tall trees he has made his own using dowelling, 
twigs and foliage scatter material, industrial brushes, glues, wirebrushes, stains, paints and other easily 



obtainable items to make his own tall treas.  As can be seen in th photos he means seriuos business in trees. 
 
His other passion is 0 gauge narrow gauge, On3. , i.e. 7 mm to the foot scale, on 3 foot track which is 16,5mm 
as our H0/00 track.  So he can operate them on his main line as well!  All tunnels, platforms and other structures 
are or will be suitably sized to accept these fine models to run on his standard HO railway as well as the normal 
HO locos and rolling stock without looking small and lost!  Some challenge but for a worth while cause. 
 

 
The smile on his face says it all, a very proud man with his 0 gauge trains, H0 main line American and narrow 
gauge logging line.  Not forgetting his home made tall trees, two of which are prominent on the skyline.  
 
During the next year Paul has many options to contemplate and work on and we look forward to assisting where 
we can and seeing the new developemnts next year.  Like most of us he has other distractions like work, 
motorbikes, cars, a home to maintain as well as wife, son and daughter, but Paul is very positive and enjoys 
whatever he does. 
 
Once again many thanks for the invite, we all enjoyed sharing your passion with you, and a special thanks to 
your good lady Michelle and daughter Tyne for all the goodies, cookies and drinks.  Your hospitality is much 
appreciated. 
 
Sunday Running 
 
As stated earlier due to poor attendance the layout will only be opened on the second Sunday of the month.  
This month only one member came to run his trains and as the duty man forgot to open up I invited the fellow to 
come and run his trains on my layout.  Some both had an enjoyable time together. Next question, do we need 
every Saturday to run our trains? 
 
Festive Season Swop Meet, Saturday 15th Dec 
 
This was a good day for all who attended as there was much activity on all layouts. We had eleven traders out in 
the passage and all seemed to attract many visitors and some buyers. The general opinion was that all the effort 
was well worth it and that we should put on the event again next year. This will be considered and discussed at 
the AGM and arrangements with Mervyn and others as how to fit our swap meet in with the rest of the 
programme. It was a pity that there was a major swap meet the week before at the PMT in Pretoria which we are 
sure detracted many visitors from our event so some planning required for next year.  Also the Benoni City 
Times did not put in our request the week before but only included us in the “What’s On” section two days before 
the event. So we learn and next time get it better advertised and supported. 
 
At least the Benoni City Times did send a reporter/photographer who spent some time with me. Attached is a 
section from this week’s edition with some of the photos that he took.  
 



 

Forth Coming Events 
Please read what events are forthcoming, and make your plans to suit.  EMRIG can provide the opportunity, it is 
up to you to take it or miss out.  Next event is Christmas; then into the next year so have a good one, may the 
New Year be a happy, healthy, safe and prosperous one for you and all your loved ones. 
 
 
 
Happy Modelling, 
Colin TT  082 8280665 / cttremaine@mweb.co.za  


