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EMRIG 
                   EASTERN MODEL RAILWAY INTEREST GROUP   

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER  --   Feb / March 2007 
 

General 
As you can tell from the title the has not been a newsletter since January, my apologies but life has 
been very hectic recently what with work overload and business trips overseas, anyway enough of 
that and now to the more serious stuff like our hobbies.  I am glad to report that there has been 
considerable activity recently with two visits to home layouts and a couple of meetings.  As I write this 
the layout is up and running again at the Northview High School,  many thanks to the School 
authorities and those willing members who have once again put the rails up for us to run our 
locomotives and trains.   
 
Report Back  
 

  
Visit to home and layout of Bob Brunt Sunday 28th January. 
 

.  Considering the number of active members there was a good turnout and those who did attend 
enjoyed a sumptuous salad and sausages prepared by Tatianna and Bob, thank you.  
 
For those of you who did not make it to Bobs layout here is a couple of photos. 
 

 
As one can see there is still much work to 
do.  However Bob is demonstrating what 
can be done in a small space, half a single  

 

bedroom to be exact. Many modellers in Europe have similar limitations so all they can model is a 
small diaroma of a branch line, small terminus or just an engine shed come works where they can 
display their locos without the need for long runs or platforms etc.  So Bob’s layout will represent a 
small country branch line terminus that will be served by his little blue diesel class 25s. Some 
automation is necessary as the fiddle yard section will be out of site, only the station and track up to 
the tunnel mouth will comprise “the layout”. Good luck Bob, we look forward to seeing it action soon. 
 
We also had a lively discussion on module standards, Digital Command Control (DCC) and how to 
accommodate ALL model trains that run on standard gauge 16.5 mm track.  Most of us model British 
Rail but there is a need to run American trains with their large locos and loooong coaches. Actually 
with the HO/OO scaling the models are no longer than some British coaches. The conclusion was that 
American and continental model trains can run on the EMRIG layout but some curves and tunnels are 
a bit tight.  
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Visit To layout of Colin T-Ts at Benoni  Sunday 25th February 

From 11am onwards till 5:30 in the afternoon there were several members who came and ran their 
trains on my layout. I had removed the bulk of my rolling stock so all had ample space to set up and 
hold their trains, taking it in turns to go out on the mainline. All had a go on the controls, which are 
fairly simple. All points are solenoid operated by the electric pencil method with a fairly hefty capacitor 
discharge unit and a diode matrix that fires all points on the desired route.  
 
Loco control is by 2 mainline transistorised PWM controllers, own design, and two others for the 
sidings. These all have feedback which works very well but was designed with old (1960s) locos. 
Today’s modern locos have far superior motors that have a much higher back emf. The resultant 
effect is that their top speed is limited. This is not such a bad feature but my Bachman class 40 and 
66 should be able to do a lot more than a scale 70 kph. So some modification is required. 
 
I know that all who came enjoyed themselves on the tracks, as well as the braai and puddings. I 
thoroughly enjoyed having you; it was nice to see different trains running on my rails, even GWR 
locos, as well as Bob B’s little blue diesels. 
 
Please do not hesitate to ask if anyone wishes to come by themselves, or as a group. 
 

 

 
 

 As can be seen blue diesels have taken over. But 
there was a few steamers including an unrebuilt 
LMS Royal Scot complete with its train of maroon 
coaches.  Yes the scenery is not yet completed, 
nor are the stations and towns and villages.  The 
important point is that the trains are running! 
 
There was a German express running as well but I 
did not manage to photograph it. The close 
coupling between the coaches was something to 
be seen, model by Fleischman, brilliant. 
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Forthcoming Events. 
 
The two Bobs have arranged more visits and activities as listed below. 
 
Date  Day Time Activity 

23 March Friday 14:00 Modular Layout Set-up at Northview High School 

1 April Sunday 12:00 EMRIG Braai at Northview High School 

9 April  Monday 10:00 Modular Layout Take down at Northview High School 

29 April Sun 14:00 Discussion Meeting at Bobs, 212 Regent Str, Observatory 

27 May  Sun 14:00 Visit John Burkhardts Layout, demonstration of DCC 

22 June Friday 14:00 Modular Layout Set up at Northview High School 

1 July Sun 11:00 Running Session using DCC with John Burkhardt 

8 July Sunday 10:00 Modular Layout Take down at Northview High School 

29 July Sun 14:00 Visit Rand Model Railway Club, Observatory 

26 August Sun 14:00 TBA 

 
Any more ideas for visits, sessions etc? Let us know. 

 
 
 
Finances, 
Attached is copy of the “cash book” all financial transactions are included. Note that there are several 
subscriptions still out, it is time to collect annual subscriptions, R100 per year as before are now due. 
You can either bring cash, transfer by EFT or direct deposit into my account which is 
 
FNB Branch at Lakeside Mall Benoni, 
Branch Code No 251-742,  
Account No 54476227657, 
Account Holder C. Tanner-Tremaine, please include your name as reference otherwise I cannot track 
your payment.  When all members have paid we should have over R2,300 in the kitty. What should 
we use it for, New Controllers? Modules, repairs and maintenance?  (Not beer and braais!!) 
 
Members List 
Attached is an up to date list of all members for you information. Lists are like a road map, never up to 
date so any errors or omissions please let me know of them. 
 

 
Happy Modelling, 
 
Colin TT 
082 8280665 / cttremaine@mweb.co.za                             

mailto:cttremaine@mweb.co.za

