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Chairman's Report.

Some  good  news  and  some  bad  news  but  none  serious.  Starting  with  the  bad  news.  Some  thieving
“person/people” believed to be the local in house contractor stole our trolley that was full of our module

legs. The good news is that we have recovered it from one of the new shops in which said contractor was

working. Note that the trolley is named “URSULA” and is “not for food but clothing” so is easily identifiable.

The other bad news is that despite my attempts I have not been able to tie down the elusive Andre the

portfolio manager to discuss and settle our future at Northmead Mall. I hope to obtain a 5 year lease, (it was

mentioned by him) and an acceptable rent and electricity charge.
Now for some really good news; The Mall now has a new Centre manager, Kirsten Van der Merwe, a very

pleasant young lady with plenty of enthusiasm and ideas on how to benefit the Mall.  She has 2 young sons

and they love our trains and are frequent visitors. Kirsten realises the value of our presence in the Mall and

is all for us to stay there.  One of her first actions was to take down the paper off the windows and remove

the TO LET sign. As Fathers day is fast approaching she has asked us to do something special to attract and

satisfy the fathers. I have had a couple of ideas, the first of which she rejected but the second is acceptable.
I will bring my camera train and offer a driving experience for R5 per twice round the track.  However I will

need a portable flat screen TV that will accept an AV signal with 3:4 aspect ratio. Any offers?

Our May Swapmeet was another successful event; I have not received any adverse comments, but many

good ones.  The centre management, Kirsten attended with her children and was impressed.  All the traders

were happy, all of the shop tenants were happy, but some in the other hall way felt “abandoned”. Again we

were asked to hold our swap meets more often.  So well done team another feather in or cap!
More good news is that we now have a nice venue in “Paddington’s Station”.  This is attracting far more

visitors, including two groups, firstly we had a group or retired men from the Witfield retirement village.  We

have also been invited to take our model railway to the Dainfern Village Shopping Mall North of Randburg on

Father’s Day. I have not accepted this invite as we have our own expo in Northmead Mall and most fathers

would want to spend the day at home with their families. Trekking off to another shopping mall for this

weekend is not a good idea but another time has been requested and would be good. This Mall is also a
member of Periscopic so it would do us good to support them, again. So I will be looking for volunteers and

a weekend for this event soon.

As for our layouts we have now extended the H0/00 DCC layout making it 900 mm longer and wider, quite a

difference. The added modules are well scenicked but need a little attention to clean them up and make a

few repairs, again volunteers and time required.

Now that we are settled into a nice venue the opportunity arises for holding the much requested technical
workshops and clinics.  The ideas bounding around are to have 3 “classes”, on for DCC and electrical matters

by myself, one for scenery construction by Brain Clarke from the “Gauteng Layouts Out West” (GLOW) from

Roodepoort area and the third being a work gang to lay track and replace the points on the Analogue Jean

Dulez layout as well as smarten up the main DCC layout.  Any ideas to add are welcomed?  There is a vacant

shop upstairs that has plenty of chairs suitable for meetings and lecture type activities which we could

possibly use, will have to ask Kirsten first!
Finally  thanks  to  all  those  members  who  assisted  with  moving our  modules  and other  stuff  from the

“Construction/contractors” store to our new storeroom at Paddington Station and then extending the DCC

layout to what it is now



May 30  th   Swapmeet – Report by Glynn Chamberlain. 

EMRIG again hosted the regional Swap Meet in the shopping mall where the club layout is situated. The
turnout was again out of this world. Every time one hears the comments about the hobby dying, events like

this go to dispelling that myth.

All the usual traders were there from Dream Trains, Marks trains, Natures Model Scenery to Cross Roads

Hobbies and many smaller vendors.

The Swap meet was held this time in a different passage right outside the new Club shop aptly called

“Paddington’s Station”. Folk were able to literally step from the Swap meet into the shop and either run their
new purchase or see what the club had to offer.

What was nice was to see folk socialising not just at the meet, but also at the Maxies restaurant, either for a

cup of coffee or a wonderful breakfast.

EMRIG’s thanks go out to all the Vendors as well and the shoppers who participated in this wonderful event

and made it the success it was.

The next Swap Meet is booked for the 29th August. Come and join us and have some fun. 



Church Visit –   Report by Glynn Chamberlain.

On Sunday the 24th May, EMRIG was asked by member Noel Stoddart, if a church group could visit and see 
what model trains was all about. The group that visited EMRIG’s were the Pathfinders from the Atlasville, 7th

Day Adventist Church.

The Pathfinders normally meet every 2nd Saturday after Church at about 2 o'clock. During this time they 

might go for an outing, for example a nature walk, but this time the Model Railway was on the list. Most of 

them have never ever seen a Model Railway and was a first. The only person who saw one before was one 

of the mother’s that was there as well, and who has seen Noel’s railway. Apparently these visits are part of 
their curriculum where they could learn about Model Railroading and will get honours for doing it. The group

that visited will even attempt to do a diorama.

As for the Members, Chairman, Colin TT sent out a request for volunteers to man the layouts and talk to the 

kids. Well, some of the guys eventually excused themselves when they heard how many guys were going to 

be there. The turnout was amazing and very satisfying to see. What is difficult to work out was who enjoyed

the event more, the church group or the EMRIG members.
Noels wife, Rosette said she is sure we will be seeing the kids again. "It was quite funny how they saw all 

the detail. They even noticed a couple kissing on the one small layout. That was so funny". Goes to show, 

kids are very observant.

The youngest child was about 5 and the oldest 16 years old. In total, there was about plus minus 20 people,

adults included. The children are all divided according to their age groups called the Busy Bees, the Eager 

Beavers, and the older children are called the Explorers.

Thanks to members Noel and Rosette Stoddart for inviting the church group to our world.

Layout Visit. 

On Sunday 31st May, it was Glynn Chamberlains turn to host the layout visit for the members of Emrig. The
turnout was great with many of the members getting together on the day to firstly see what Glynn has done

in his world of model trains, and secondly to enjoy the day with other members of the club. 

A view of the visible staging on Glynn's layout. 

The last time that Glynn opened his home for a layout visit was approximately two years ago. The trackplan

since then is  still  the same but  what has  changed is  that  a  large portion of the layout has  now been

scenicked. 

Glynn has chosen a large section of the Burlington Northern Sante Fe's ( BNSF ) operations in Montana,

around the Kalispell and Whitefish areas to reproduce in N scale. The layout fits into an area that measures
eight meters by five meters and is in the shape of a large E. The layout consists of two levels that are

connected at each end by a helix. The operations revolve around an eight track visible staging yard that

represents destinations beyond the modelled area, and a large classification yard where trains are broken



apart and remade according to the need of the individual bussinesses and industries located in  the towns

along the route. 

The layout is controlled using a Digitrax Chief with radio throttles to control the trains. Glynn is in the

process of impementing an operations system that used car cards for control. 

On the day Glynn had a long intermodal container train, and a mixed freight making their way around the

layout while he answered many questions about his layout. 

Again, a good day was had by all. A big thank you goes out to Glynn for having us for the day, and also to

his wife Lindsay and daughter Hayleigh for making all the snacks and eats, and also to son John for braaing

the wors for the wonderfull Wors rolls. 

Club Diary. 

The following activities are planned for this year. All will be confirmed via e-mail before the set date.

 

June 28th – Layout Visit – N Scale belonging to Ron Gill 

August 29th – Emrig Swap Meet at Northmead Mall. 

Dec 12th – Emrig Swap Meet at Northmead Mall. 

Contact details :-

Chairman – Colin Tanner-Tremaine – cttremaine@mweb.co.za – 0828280665

Secretary – Peter Fish – pfish@absamail.co.za

Treasurer – Goeff Kingsburgh – kingclan@iburst.co.za

Webmaster – Glynn Chamberlain – glynn.chamberlain@gmail.com

Editor – Kevin Chamberlain – kevin.ebotse@gmail.com 


